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PREFACE. 


Fhs  plan  and  outliiMS  of  the  ibiknriiig  work  were  aketehedi  and  a  eaoflidenbie 
portion  of  it  oonqposed,  about  eighteen  years  ago.  Jt  was  advertised,  as  preparing 
ror  the  press,  in  1885,  when  the  author  published  the  first  edition  of  <<  The 
Christian  Philosopher;"  but  various  other  engagements  prevented  its  appear- 
ance at  that  period.  The  Introduction  and  the  first  two  sections  were  published 
in  a  respectable  quarter^  journal  in  the  year  1816 ;  but  t^iey  are  now  consider- 
ably modified  and  enlarged.  This  circumstance  will  account  for  the  date  of 
some  of  the  illustrative  facts  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  first  part  of  the 
volume,  and  in  several  portions  of  thie  Appendix. 

Uad  tlie  present  work  been  published  at  any  of  the  periods  now  referred  to, 
the  subject  it  discusses,  and  some  of  the  illustrations,  would  have  presented  a 
more  novel  aspect  than  they  can  lay  claim  to  at  the  present  time,  when  the 
diflKnion  of  knowledge  has  become  an  object  of  ^neral  attention.  The  author, 
however,  is  not  aware  that  any  work  embracing  so  full  an  Illustration  of  the 
ame  tojncs  has  yet  made  its  appearance ;  and  is,  therefore,  diiqxMed  to  indulge 
the  hope,  that,  in  conjunction  with  the  present  movements  of  society,  it  may, 
in  somA  degree,  tend  to  stimulate  those  exertions  which  are  now  makng  for  the 
melioration  and  mental  improvement  of  mankind.  Independently  of  the  general 
beanng  of  the  fiicts  and  illustrations  on  the  several  topics  they  are  intended  to 
elucidate,  the  author  trusts  that  not  a  few  fragments  of  useful  luiowledfle  will  be 
fbund  incorporated  in  the  following  pages^  calculated  to  entertain  and  instruct 
the  gen^  reader. 

In  the  numerous  illustrations  brought  forward  in  this  volume,  it  was  fbund 
mipossible  altogether  to'  avoid  a  recurrence  to  certain  facts  which  the  author 
had  partialhy  adverted  to  in  some  of  lus  former  publications,  without  interrupt- 
ing tne  train  of  thought,  and  rendering  his  illustrations  partial  and  incomplete. 
But,  where  the  same  facts  are  introduced,  they  are  generally  brought  forward 
to  elucidate  a  dififerent  topic  Any  statements  or  aescriptions  of  this  kind, 
however,  which  may  have  tne  appearance  of  repetition,  sould  all  be  comprised 
within  the  compass  of  three  or  four  pages. 

The  general  subject  of  the  present  work  will  be  prosecuted  in  another  vohime^ 
to  be  entitled  ^  liie  Mental  niumination  of  Mankind,  or  an  inquirv  into  the 
means  l^  which  a  general  difiusion  of  knowledge  may  be  promotecL"    Tld» 


T  PREFACK. 

work  win  embrace — along  with  a  preat  variety  of  other  topics — an  ezamina- 
don  of  the  present  system  of  education,  showing  its  futility  and  inefficiency,  and 
illustrating  the  principles  and  details  of  an  efficient  intellectual  system,  capable 
of  universal  application ;  together  with  a  variety  of  suggestions  in  ):elat]on  to 
the  physical,  moral,  and  inteUectual  improvement  of  society. 

To  his  numerous  correspondents  who  have  been  inquiring  after  the  work, 
**  Uie  Scenery  of  the  Heaoem  Ditplayed^  with  the  view  of  illustrating  the  doctrine 
of  a  PtumUhi  of  WorUb^*'  which  was  announced  at  page  88  of  the  **  Philosophy 
of  a  Future  State,'*  —the  author  begs  respectfully  to  state,  that,  if  health  permit, 
he  intends  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  the  completion  of  that  work,  as  soon  as 
the  volume  announced  above  is  ready  for  the  press.  It  will  form  a  volume  ol 
consideraUe  size,  and  will  be  illustrated  with  a  great  number  of  engravings, 
many  of  which  will  be  original 

Braughhf  ferr§^  ntur  Dundu^ 
I8th  ApA,  1833. 
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UrrLUBMCB    OF    KKOWLBDOB    DT    DIS8IPATIN0    SVPKKSTlTIOUt    MOTIONS    AMD 

TAIM   FEAKS. 

Objects  and  cireomstances  which  ignorance  has  arrayed  with  imaginary  terrors  eclipses, 
ooroetSy  aurora  borealis,  kc  Abeurditj  of  astrology.  Belief  attached  to  its  doctrines. 
V  arious  prevalent  superstitious  opniions— omens— witches— spectres,  lie.  Proof  of  such 
notions  still  prevailing*  Superstitions  indulged  by  men  of  ranic  and  learning.  Baneful 
tendency  of  super8tition--leads  to  deeds  of  cnidty  knd  injustice.  How  knowledge  would  . 
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Acctdenu  which  have  happened  from  ignorance  of  the  properties  of  the  d^trtmi  garni,  and 
the  meons  of  preventing  them.  Disasters  which  have  happened  in  cotd  nune».  Figure 
otDavyU  Sftftty  Lamp^  with  description  and  remarki.  Accidents  caused  by  the  stroke 
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li^ftt— illustrated  by  figures  and  experiments.  Accidents  from  the  clothes  of  females 
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OV  TBB  nrrLVBMCB  WnCB  A  DlFFirfllON  OF  KNOWLSDQB  WOVtD  HATE  ON  nU 

FR0OBB88  OF  8CIBNCB. 


Bdenee  Ibanded  on  /aefs.  Every  person  is  endowed  with  fltcukies  for  obserring  fkcti. 
Aoeodote  of  Sir  I.  Newton.  Extraoidinary  powers  of  tntellect  not  necessary  lor  making 
diiooveriss  in  science.    Ample  field  of  investigation  atill  remaiaB*   Disooveri^  womU 


n  G0MTEMT8. 

W  marl/ m  proportion  to  UMnanberoTolMerTara.  Tiriniii  illiiiiTrninm  nf  rhnir  iinriiiiMg 
Ofolofy,  iu  moltUkriout  objects  and  denderota.  Nalmral  Hulmyf  how  it  may  b«9  unprovMli 
•ad  its  raiigo  extendod.  Mttmnlogyt  imporfectioa  of  our  knowledge  in  re^mrd  to  many 
of  iU  objects,-- thunder-ctormi,  aurora  borralis,  nteteoric  stones,  Sec.  ulsCronsfny,  desid^* 
rata  in  referonoe  to,  which  remaiii  to  be  ascertamed.  Illustration  taken  from  Jnpiter« 
with  four  different  Tiews  of  this  phuieU  Venus,  mode  by  which  the  time  of  its  rotation 
may  be  dHermined— illustrated  by  a  figure.  Comets,  fixed  sinrs.— Moon,  plan  by  which 
our  knowledge  of  the  scenery  of  this  globe  may  be  extended.  Discoveries  which  ha?n 
been  made  in  the  heavens  by  aocidenU  Prospects  presented  when  knowledge  shall  be 
more  generally  diffused.  Ck^fwnatty,  its  objecu,  and  the  means  of  its  improvement. 
Futility  of  framing  hypotheses  importance  of  observtig  fiuAs— general  remarks  and 
reflections         -.-----•---.       -.fj 
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ON  TUB  nSABUftBi  OOHICBCTBD  WITB  VHE  PORSOITB  OF  SClBireB. 

Pleasores  of  sense  and  of  intettect  The  enjoyments  of  the  ignorant  and  of  the  man  of 
intelligence  contrasted,  and  particulaHy  illustrated.  Pleasure  annexed  to  the  gratification 
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•  SECTION  V. 
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«l  THK  WrurSMOB  or  DIOWLBOOB  or  PROMOTOrO  BVLAACnO  C0NCBVT10V8 
or  TRB  OHA&ACTBm  AMD  VBRFBCTI0N8  Or  THB  DBITT. 

Ghofslfaig  eonoopcioan  of  the  Deity  both  in  heathen  and  Christian  eoontries.  Jost  eon- 
ospdoas  of  the  Divinity  acqviied  from  his  external  manifestations.  Ignorance  exhibits 
dislottad  views  of  the  Divine  ehamcter.  Attribmlm  of  tka  Dmi^  mMA  tmmum  m»altr^^ 
1.  The  mails  of  God.  f .  Wladam  of  the  Deity-— manifested  in  the  various  arrangements 
of  siMunaiy  nature.  Partaoular  iUustmtion.  S.  BtnaooUnM  of  the  Deity— manifested  in 
the  parts  of  the  hmnan  firame,  and  in  the  smToandiqg  elements  wirirfet  ^ihi  ejre  (iilns- 
trated  with  figures)  ■  gratification  afforded  to  our  different  senses.  Remedies  against 
the  evils  to  which  we  are  exposed.  Multitudes  of  ommeled  beings,  and  the  ample 
provision  made  for  them.  Calculations  in  relation  to  the  number  of  certain  species  of 
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rsvebuieor-and  calcuiatad  to  produce  many  beneficial  effects  <m  the  understandings  and 
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WHV*t  «f«  take  a  reMroipeedTv  Tiaw  of  the  tion  and  with  blo6d.  ThejinadeiiodSitiBCtioB 
■tate  of  ~*i^^8"^  during  the  afee  that  are  past,  Iwtween  what  was  saicred  and  hHmU  was  pro* 
it  presents,  on  the  whole,  a  melaiiobalj  scene  fiuie— what  was  harfaarous  and  what  was  re- 
ef intelle^iial  darimess.  Although  iii  ereiy  fined.  Amidst  the  din  of  war,  tli*  homing  of 
age  men  have  possessed  all  tlie  mental  ftoulties  cities,  the  desolation  of  prorinoes,  the  oootuI* 
thej  now  or  erer  will  enjo^,  jet  those  noble  sion  of  nations,  the  ruin  of  empires,  and'tlie 
powers  seem  either  to  hare  lain  in  agreat  mea^  slaughter  of  millions,  the  voice  of  reason  and 
sure  dwraant,  or,  when  roused  into  action,  to  of  rdigion  was  scaroelj  heard ;  sdenoe  was 
luve  been  employed  diiefly  in  malignant  and  abandoned ;  uselul  Imowledge  was  set  at  naught ; 
destructiTe  operations.  Hence  the  erents  erery  benevdent  feeling  anl  erery  moral  prin- 
which  the  page  of  hiitorj  records  chiefly  pre*  eiple  was  trampled  unider  loot.  The  earth 
sent  to  our  view  the  most  reyolting  sceneo  of  seemed  little  (dse  than  one  sreat  field  of  battle ; 
war,  rapine,  and  devastation,  as  if  the  earth  had  and  its  inhabitanto,  instead  of  cnltiTating  the 
been  created  merely  to  serve  as  a  theatre  for  peaceful  arts  and  sciences,  and  walking  himd  in 
mischief,  and  its  inhabitants  for  the  purpose  of  hand  lo  a  blessed  immortality,  assumed  the 
dealing  destruction  and  misery  to  all  around  character  of  demons,  snd  gave  vent  to  the  most 
Ihem.  Such,  however,  are  the  natural  conse-  fiend-like  and  ferocious  passions,  till  they  a|H 
quences  of  Uie  reign  of  /gnsrsncs  over  tlie  peered  almost  on  the  brink  of  total  extermin»> 
human  mind.    For  the  active  powers  of  man  tion, 

necessarily  follow  the  dictates  of  his  under-  For  nearly  the  space  of  a  thousand  years 
standing,  and  when  the  intelleetual  faculties  are  posterior  to  that  period,  and  prior  to  the  Re- 
act directed  to  the  pursuit  and  the  contempfaiF  Ibrmation,  a  long  night  of  ignonnce  overspread 
tion  of  noble  and  benevolent  objecu,  they  will  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  the  adjacent  regions 
moot  frequently  be  employed  in  devising  and  of  Asia,  during  which  theprogrees  of  Kteratore 
executing  schemes  subversive  of  human  happi-  and  science,  6C  religion  and  morality,  seems  to 
nees  and  improvement  have  been  aimoet  at  a  stand ;  scarcely  a  vestige 

Amidst  the  darkness  which,  in  andent  times,  remaining  of  the  eflbrts  of  the  human  mind* 

so  long  overspread  the  world,  some  rajTS  of  in*  during  all  that  period,  worAy  of  the  attention  or 

telectaal  light  appeared  fai  Palestine,  in  Egypt,  the  imitation  of  snceeedmg  ages.    The  deba*- 

and  in  the  Greek  and  Roman  empires;  but  its  ing  superstitions  of  the  Romish  church,  the 

infhtence  on  the  nations  around  was  extremely  hoarding  of  relies,  the  erection  of  monasteries 

feeble,  and,  like  a  few  tapers  in  a  d^  night,  and  nunneries,  the  pilgrimages  to  the  tombs  of 

served  little  more  than  to  render  the  surround-  martyrs  and  other  holy  places,  the  mummeries 

Ing  darkness  visible.     The  light  of  science  whiJi  were  introduced  faito  the  services  of  reli- 

whieh  then  shone  was,  however,  doomed  to  be  gion,  the  wUd  and  romantic  expeditions  of  cru- 

speedily  extniguished.    About  the  fiflh  century  seders,  the  tyranny  and  and>itton  of  popes  and 

of  the  Christian  era,  numerous  hordee  of  bar-  princes,  and  the  wars  and  insurrections  to  which 

bariani  from  the  northern  and  the  eastern  parts  they  gave  rise,  usurped  the  place  of  every  ra- 

ofEurope,  and  the  north-western  parts  of  Asia,  tional   pursuit,  and   completely  enslaved  me 

overran  the  western  part  of  the  Roman  en»-  minds  of  men.    80  great  was  the  ignorance 

pire,  at  that  time  the  principal  seatof  know*  which  then  prevailed,  that  penons  of  the  mosl 

ledge;  and,  in  their  progress,  overturned  and  distfaiguished rank  codd neither  readnor  write, 

aimoet  annihilated  every  momanent  of  science  Even  many  of  the  clergy  did  notimderstand  tlin 

and  art  which  then  existed.    Wherever  they  breviaiy,or  book ofconmion prayer,  which  they 

marohed,  their  route  was  marked  with  devastv  were  daily  aocustomed  to  recite,  and  some  of 
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Ihttin  sould  scarcely  re««!  iu*    The  racordi  of  change  auspicious  of  better  times  and  of  ai 

past  transactions  were  in  a  great  measure  k)st,  enlightened  era.    The  diminution  of  the  Papal 

and  legendary  tales  and  fabulous  histories,  to  power  and  influerce,  the  spirit  of  civil  and  reli- 

celebrate  exploits  which  were  never  performed^  gious  liberty  which  then  burst  forth,  the  erec 

wore  substituted  in  place  of  the  auUienticated  tiou  of  new  seminaries  of  education)  the  disco* 

history  of  mankind.    The  learning  which  then  very  of  the  mariner's  compass,  the  invention  ol 

provailed,  under  the  name  of  philoBophy  and  of  the  art  of  printingi  the  labours  of  Lord  Bacoa 

sch(riastic  thedogy,  consisted  chiefly  in  vain  in  pointing  out  the  true  method  of  philosophin- 

disquisitions    and   reasonings   about  abstract  ing,  and  Uie  subsequent  discoveries  of  GalileSii 

truths,  and  incomprehensible  mysteries,  and  in  Kepler,  Boyle,  and  Newton,  in  the  physical  sci- 

attempts  to  decide  questions  snd  points  of  theo-  enoes,— gave  a  new  and  &vourable  inq>ulse  to 

logy,  wtddk  lie  beyond  the  re4ch  of  the  human  the  minds  of  men,  and  prepared  the  way  for  a 

mind,  and  which  its  limited  faculties  are  unable  more  extensive  communication  of  useful  know* 

to  resolve.    Sophisms,  fiJsehoods,  and  bold  as-  ledge  to  persons  of  every  rank.    From  this 

severations  were  held  forth  as  demonstrations ;  period  knowledge  bc«an  to  be  gradually  diAwed 

a  pompous  display  of  worda  was  substituted  in  among  most  of  the  European  nations ;  but  its 

the  place  of  thmg$ ;  eloquence  consisted   in  progress  was  slow,  and  its  influence  was  chiefly 

vague  and  futile  declamations ;  and  true  philo  confined  to  the  higher  drdes  of  society,  and  to 

sophy  was  los«  amidst  the  mazes  of  wild  and  persons  connected  with  the  learned  professions, 

extravagant  theories  and  metaphysical  subtle-  till  after  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 

lies.    The  sciences,  such  as  they  were,  were  About  this  time  there  began  to  issue  from  the 

all  taught  in  the  Latin  tongue,  and  all  books  in  press  many  popular  works  on  Natural  and  Civil 

relation  to  them  were  written  in  that  languagje ;  History,  Geography,  Astronomy,  and  Experi- 

the  knowledge  of  them  was  therefore  necessarily  mental  Philosophy,  divested  of  the  pedan^  of 

confined  to  the  circle  of  the  learned,  and  it  would  former  times,  and  of  the  technicalities  of  sci- 

have  been  considered  as  a  degradat^  oi  the  ence,  which,  along  with  periodical  works  that 

subject,  to  have  treated  of  it  in  any  of  the  mo-  were  then  b^[inning  to  extend  their  influence, 

dem  languages  which  then  prevailed.    The  conveyed  to  the  minds  of  the  mechanic  and  thn 

gates  of  the  temple  of  knowledge  were  oonse>  artixan  various  fragmentfc  of  usefiil  knowledge, 

quently  shut  agaust  the  great  body  of  the  peo-  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  era  of  the  French 

pie,  and  it  was  never  once  surmised  that  they  Revolution,  thai  the  stream  of  knowledge  began 

had  any  right  to  explore  its  treasures.    "  Dur^  to  flow  with  an  accelerated  progress,  and  to 

ing  this  period,"  says  Dr.  Robertson,  *'  the  hu-  ihed  its  influence  more  extensively  on  the  mid- 

man  mhid,  neglected,  uncultivated,    and  de-  (fling  and  the  lower  orders  of  society.    Though 

pressed,  continued  in  the  moot  profound  igno-  we  jcannot  look  back,  without  feelings  of  regret, 

ranee.     Europe,  during  four  centuries,  pro-  and  even  of  horror,  at  the  revolting  scenes  of 

duced  few  authors  who  merit  to  be  read,  either  anarchy  and  bkxxished  whldt  accompanied  that 

on  aooount  of  the  elegance  of  their  composition,  political  convulsion,  yet,  amidst  all  its  evils,  it 

or  the  justness  snd  novelty  of  their  sentiments,  was  productive  of  many  important  and  beneficial 

There  are  few  inventions,  useful  or  ornamental  results.     It  tended  to  undermine  that  system  of 

to  socie^,  of  which  that  long  period  can  boast.*  superstition  and  tyranny  by  which  most  of  the 

And,  if  those  of  the  Ughest  ranks,  and  in  the  European  nations  had  been  so  long  enslaved; 

roost  eminent  stations  in  society,  were  so  defi-  it  roijied  millions,  firon  among  the  mass  of  the 

elent  in  knowledge,  the  great  mass  of  the  people  people,  to  assert  those  rights  and  privileges,  to 

must  have  been  suiik  into  a  state  of  ignorance  whidi  they  are  entitled  as  ratiooal  beings,  and 

degrading  to  human  nature.  which  had  been  withheld  from  them  by  the 

Aboutthetimeof  the  revival  of  letters,  after  stnmg  hand  of  power;  it  stimulated  them  to  in- 

Ihe  dark  ages  of  monkish  superstition  and  Igno-  vestigations  into  every  department  connected 

lance,  the  moral  and  SnteHectaal  state  of  the  with  the  rights  and  the  happiness  of  man,  and 

inhabitants  of  Europe  began  to  experience  a  it  excited  a  spirit  of  inquiry  into  every  subject 

of  contemplation  which  can  improve  or  adorn 

*  As  an  evidence  of  fKe  extreme  Ignoranee  et  the  boman  mind,  which,  we  trust,  will  never  be 

those  tlme^  It  maj  |m  "ptedL  Oial  manjr  charters  extinguished,  till  the  light  of  useful  knowledge 

irriinted  by  perMns  of  the  highest  rank  are  pre-  ..  .,i\^.^j  ;».  t^^Jr^  ^.--  .11  ,k«  mh.KU. 

•erved,  from  whleh  It  sppean  that  they  could  not  wall  extend  its  mfluenoe  over  all  the  mbabit- 

nibscnbe  their  name.  It  was  usual  for  persons  who  ants  of  the  eardk 

Z'^,;Si>S^.'t^tX^f,SL1SiS.       S»ikin,>w««Mth.«»lr»tta.b.Or.«. 

When  Un«s  and  persons  of  sreat  eminence  aflix  the  sUte  of  knowledge  m  the  present  and  m 

tt^umcrucitmatjMjmtprlapnignontlmt^^  former  ages,  much  stiU  remains  to  be  aoeom- 

rum,  **  ;he  sin  of  the  crois  .•niid«  by  our  own  .ymd,  _|.  .  ^   J-,.  \^  ._..,  i,^_  -r  „««w:«j  i-»  -H- 

nn  Recount  erf  our  ignorance  of  letters."    From  this  plwhed,  tiU  the  great  body  of  mankind  be  sti- 

nri'umstanoe  is  derived  the  practice  of  nuking  ax  mulated  to  the  prosecution  of  intellectual  ao> 

'::^'SSZllS?i;^:t£nS^SSSL^^:!Si  vir«T^  rho,.gjk.c«»yorabi,p^ionrf 

V.  and  Appendix,  If  0.  L  rational  owonnauon  has  of  late  years  been  dm 
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'^niflatrd  amuog  a  variety  of  indiTiduiili  in  toHm  which  have  been  made  respeeiing  light, 
iifforent  classes  of  society,  yet,  among  the  heat,  electricityi  and  magnetism— of  ihe  general 
great  majority  of  the  population  in  every  ooun-  laws  which  regulate  the  economy  of  nature— of 
try,  a  degree  of  ignorance  still  prevails,  de-  the  various  combinations  and  effebts  of  cbymi- 
grading'  to  the  riunk  of  intellectual    natures,  cal  and  mechanical  powers— of  the  motions  and 
With  respect  to  the  great  mass  of  the  inhabit-  magnitudes  of  the  planetary  and  the  starry  orbs 
ants  of  the  worid,  it  may  still  be  ^d  with  pro-  —of  the  principles  of  legitimate  reasoning— <tf 
prieiy,  that  '*  darkness  covers  the  earth,  and  just  conceptions  of  the  attributes  and  moral  go- 
gross 'darkness  the  people.'*    The  greater  part  vemment  of  the  Supreme  Being — of  the  genuine 
al[  the  continent  of  America,  the  extensive  plains  principles  of  moral  action — of  many  other  sub- 
of  Africa,  the  vast  regions  of  Siberia,  Tartaiy,  jeots  interesting  to  a  rational  and  immortal  be- 
Thibet,  and  the  Turkish  empire — the  immense  ing— they  are  almost  as  entirely  ignorant  as 
territories  of  New  Holland,  Sumatra,  Borneo,  the  wandering  Tartar,  or  the  untutored  Indian, 
and  the  Burman  empire,  the  numerous  islands        Of  eight  hundred  millions  of  human  beiugs 
which  are  scattered  throughout  the  Indian  and  which  people  the  globe  we  inhabit,  there  are 
the  Pacific  oceans,,  with  many  other  extensive  not  peihaps  two  milliomk  whose  minds  are  truly 
regions  inhabited  by  human  beings— still  lie  enlightened  as  they  ought  to  be— who  prosecuie 
within  the  confines  of  mental  darkness.  On  the  mtaonal  pursuits  for  their  own  sake,  and  from  a 
numerooa  tribes  which  people  those  immenite  pure  love   of  science,^  independently  of  the 
regions  of  our  globe,  neither  the  light  of  science  knowledge  requisite  for  their  respective  profee- 
Bor  of  revelation  has  yet  shed  its  benign  influ*  sions  and  employments.    For  we  jnust  exclude 
ence ;  and  their  minds,  debased  by  superstition,  from  the  rank  <^  rational  inquirers  afler  know- 
idolatry,  and  every  malignant  passion,  and  en-  ledge  all  those  who  have  acquired  a  taiaitering 
slaved  by  the  cunning  artifices  of  priests,  and  of  learning,  with  no  other  view  than  to  gain  a 
the  tyranny  of  cruel  despots,  present  a  picture  subsistence,  or  to  i4>pear  fashionable  and  polite. 
of  human  nature  in  its  lowest  stage  of  degrada-  And,  if  this  rule  he  admitted,  I  am  afraid  that 
tion.    Bven  in  Europe,  where  the  light  of  set-  a  goodly  number  even  of  lawyers,  phjriicians, 
tece  has  chiefly  shone,  how  narrow  is  the  oir-  clergymen,  teachers,  nay,  even  some  authors, 
de  which  has  been  enlightened  by  its  beams!  and  professors  in  universities  end  academies. 
The  lower  orders  of  society  on  the  continent,  would  be  struck  off  from  the  list  of  lovers  of 
and  even  in  Great  Britain  itself,  notwitlistand-  science  and  rational  inquirers  after  truth.    Ad- 
ing  the  superior  means  of  improvement  they  mitting  this  statement,  it  will  follow,  that  there 
nnjoy,  arc  still  miserably  deficient  in  that  degree  is  not  one  individual  out  of  four  hundred  of  the 
of  knowledge  and  information  which  every  hu-  human  race,  that  passes  his  life  as  a  rational 
man  being  ought  to  possess ;  nor  are  there  many  intelligent  being,  employing  his  fitculties  in  those 
even  in  the  higher  spheres  of  life  who  cultivate  trains  of  thought  and  active  exercises  which  are 
science  for  its  own  sake,  who  set  a  due  value  worthy  of  an  intellectual  nature !    For,  in  so  far 
on  intellectual  acquisiticms,  or  encourage  the  as  the  attention  of  mankind  u  absorbed  merely 
prosecution  of  rati<»a[  inquiries.  in  making  provision  for  animal  subsistence,  and 
There  is,  perhaps,  no  country  in  the  worid  in  gratifying  the  sensual  appetites  of  their  na 
where  the  body  of  the  people  are  better  educated  tnre,  they  can  be  considered  as  little  superior  in 
and  more  intelligent  than  in  North  Britain ;  yet  digni^  to  the  lower  orders  of  animated  existence, 
we  need  not  go  far,  either  in  the  city  or  in  the        The  late  Frederick,  king  of  Prussia,  who  was 
nountry,  to  be  convinced,  that  the  most  absurd  a  correct  observer  of  mankind,  makes  a  still 
and  superstitious  notions,  and  the  grossest  ig-  lower  estimate  of  the  actual  intelligence  of  the 
noraace  respecting  many  important  subjects  u»-  human  species.    In  a  letter  to  D'Alembert,  in 
ttmately  connected  with  human  happiness,  still  1770,  he  says,  '^  Let  us  take  any  monardiy  yon 
prevail  among  the  great  majority  of  the  popula-  please;— Jet  us  suppose  that  it  contains  ten 
tion.     Of  two  millions  of  inhabitants  which  millions  of  inhabitants ;  from  these  ten  miUimis 
eonstitute  the  population  of  the  northern  part  let  us  dhicount,— €rst  the  labourers,  the  manu- 
of  our  island,  there  are  not,  perhaps,  20,000,  or  facturers,  the  artizans,  the  soldiers,  and  thera 
the  hundredth  part  of  the  whde,  whose  know-  will  remain  about  fifty  thotisand  persons,  men 
ledge  extends  to  any  subject  oif  importance,  and  women  ;  fi*om  these  let  us  discount  twenty-- 
beyond  the  range  c^  their  daily  avocations,  five  thousand  for  the  female  sex,  the  rest  win 
With  respect  to  the  remaining  1,800,000,  it  compose  the  nobility  and  gentry,  and  the  re- 
may  perhaps  be  said  with  propriety,  that  of  the  spectable  citizens ;  of  these,  let  us  examine  how 
figure  and  magnitude  of  the  wwld  they  live  in  many  will  be  incapable  <^  application,  how  many 
—of  the  saas  and  rivers,  continents  and  islands,  imbecile,  how  many  pusillanimous,  how  many 
which  di/ersify  its  surface,  and  of  the  various  dissipated,— and  from  this  calculation  it  will  ra* 
tribes  of  men  and  animals  by  which  it  is  inha-  suit,  that  out  of  what  is  called  a  civilized  natioa 
Mted — of  the  nature  and  properties  of  the  at-  of  nearly  ten  millions,  you  will  hardly  find  a 
Bosphere  which  surrounds  them — of  the  disco-  thousand  well-informed  per800a,aiid  even  amom 
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them  whst  Inequaity  wiln  rega/d  to  genius!  If  ienrility.    Under  racb  govenmieBta,  the  ttSuk 

eighUenths  of  the  mtioii,  toUing  for  their  sub-  of  men  sink  into  upathj,— <heipv)c8  of  genim 

•istence,  neyer  read— if  another  tenth  are  inca-  are  smothered} — the  sciences  are  neglected,*- 

pable  of  apiAicaiion,  from  friTolity,  or  dissipao  ignorance  is  honoured,— «mI  the  man'  of  dis* 

tion,  or  unbecility,— it  results,  that  the  small  cemment,  who  dares  to  vent  his  opinions,  is 

share  of  good  sense  of  which  ourspectes  is  c»-  proscribed  as  an  enemj  to  the  state.    In  the 

paUe,  can  only  reside  in  a  small  fraction  of  a  more  enlightened  governments  on  the  continent 

nation."    Such  was  the  estimate  made  by  this  of  Europe,  the  same  effects  lutTe  IbUowed,  in 

philosophic  monarch  oftheinteUigonce  possessed  proportion  to  the  number  of  those  tyrannical 

by  the  nations  of  Europe,  siaty  years  ago;  and  maxims  and  principles  which  enter  into  their 

although  socie^  has  considerably  advanced  in  constitution.    Hence,  we  may  frequently  deter- 

intellectual  acquisitions  since  that  period,  the  mine  the  degree  of  mental  Dlumination  which 

great  body  of  the  people^  in  every  country,  is  prevails  among  any  people,  from  a  considerar 

still  shrouded  in  the  mists  offoUy  and  ignorance,  tion  of  the  nature  of  the  government  under 

Such  a  picture  of  the  inteliectual  state  of  which  they  live.  For  the  knowledge  of  a 
mankind  must,  when  seriously  considered,  e>*  people  is  alwajrs  in  proportion  to  their  libertyi 
cite  a  melancholy  train  of  reflections  in  the  and  where  the  spirit  of  liberty  is  either  crushed 
breast  both  of  the  philanlhropist  and  the  man  of  or  shackled,  the  energies  of  the  human  mind 
science.  That  such  a  vast  assemblage  of  will  never  bo  eierted  with  vigour,  in  the  acqui- 
beings,  fUmished  with  powers  capable  of  mves*  sition  or  the  propagation  of  literature  and  sei- 
tigating  the  laws  of  nature,— -of  determining  the  enoe.  Even  in  the  mildeet  and  most  enHght- 
arrangement,  the  motions,  and  magnitudes  of  ened  governments  of  modem  Europe,  the  in- 
distant  worlds,— of  weighhig  the  masses  of  the  struetion  of  the  general  mass  of  society  Ibrmt 
planets,— of  penetrating  into  the  distant  regions  no  prominent  feature  in  their  administratiQiL 
of  the  universe,— of  arresting  the  lightning  in  its  Knowledge  on  general  subjects  is  simply  p«r- 
course,— of  exploring  the  pathless  ooean,  and  mkttd  to  be  duseminated  among  the  people , 
the  rogion  of  the  douds,— and  of  rendering  the  its  promoters  are  not  sufficiently  patrooixedaBd 
most  stubbcNm  elements  of  nature  subservient  encouraged,— no  funds  are  regularly  appropri- 
to  their  designs :  that  beings,  capable  of  f(Hm»-  ated  for  this  purpose,— and  its  utilitjr,  in  many 
ing  a  sublime  intercourse  with  the  Creator  him-  instances,  is  even  called  in  question.  It  is  to 
self,  and  of  endless  progression  in  knowledge  be  hoped,  however,  now  that  the  din  of  war  is 
and  felicity,  should  have  their  minds  almost  m  some  measure  hushed,  that  the  attention  of 
wholly  absorbed  in  eating  and  drinking,  m  child-  princes  and  their  ministers  will  be  more  parti- 
ish  and  cruel  sports  and  diversions,  nad  in  but-  culariy  directed  to  this  important  object :  tor  it 
chering  one  another,  seems,  at  first  view,  a  might  easily  be  shown,  were  it  necessary,  that 
tacit  reflection  on  the  wisdom  of  the  Creator,  an  enlightened  population  is  the  most  solid  bo^ 
in  bestowing  on  our  race  audi  noble  powers,  sis  of  a  good  government,  and  the  greatest  se- 
and  plainly  indicates,  that  the  current  of  human  curity  for  its  permanence,— that  it  will  always 
intellect  has  widely  deviated  from  its  pristine  form  the  strongest  bulwark  around  every  throne 
course,  and  that  strong  and  reiterated  ethrtt  where  the  sceptre  is  swayed  by  wisdom  and 
are  now  requisite  to  restore  it  to  its  origmal  rectitude.  That  the  establishment  of  the  Popish 
channeL  Every  lover  of  science  and  of  man-  religion  in  any  state  has  a  tendency  to  impede 
kind  must,  therefore,  feel  interested  In  endea-  the  progress  of  knowledge,  it  would  be  almost 
Touring  to  remove  those  obstructions  wluch  needless  to  illustrate.  The  mummeries  which 
have  impeded  the  progress  of  useful  knowledge,  have  been  interwoven  with  its  services^  the 
and  to  direct  the  intellectual  energies  of  his  grovelling  andauperstitious  notions  which  it  has 
fellow>men  to  the  prosecution  of  objects  worthy  Migendensd,  the  ignorance  which  prevails  among 
of  the  high  station  they  hold  in  the  scale  of  the  population  of  all  those  countriee  over  which 
existence.  its  influence  extends,  the  alarms  of  its  priestly 

Were  we  to  inquire  into  the  external  causes  abettors  at  the  idea  of  free  discussion,  and  of 

which  have  retarded  the  progress  of  the  human  enlightening  the  mmds  of  the  pe<^e,  the  records 

mind,  we  should,  doubtless,  find  them  existing  of  ito  Inquisitions,  the  history  of  the  dvk  agee, 

in  the  nature  of  those  dvil  governments  which  when  it  prevailed  in  all  its  rigour,  and  iLe  recent 

have  most  generally  prevailed  in  the  world,  and  experience  of  our  own  times,  show,  that  it  is  a 

in  several  of  the  ecclesiastical  establishments  system  founded  on  the  darimess  and  imbecility 

which  have  been  incorporated  with  them.    It  of  the  human  miellect,  and  can  flourish  only 

has  been  a  ikvourtte  maxim  with  all  tyrants,  where  the  spirit  of  liberty  has  fled,  and  where 

that  the  people  must  be  kept  m  ignorance ;  and  reason  haa  lost  its  ascendency  in  the  minds  of 

hence  we  find,  that  in  the  empires  of  the  East,  men.* 

which  are  all  of  a  despotieal  nature,  the  people  ^     .  ...  *  .    ...^ 

sra  AjhatrrmA  from  th«  titmnU  nf  ariimMi  Aiwi  '  Let  It  be  careftdly  rsmsmbered,  that  in  these 

are  debarred  from  tne  temple  of  science,  and  j^^^^^  iiismcrely  the  n^wsm  of  popery  to  wbtek 

sunk  mto  a  stato  of  the  grossest  ignoranoe  and  the  author  lefers.  Be  Is  awan  that  maajrtadftv^ 
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With  regtrd  to  tho  internal  cauMi  of  the  ig-  hind.  Then  itnpidity  is  a  blessing :  knowledge 
•onuice  which  so  generall/  prersils,  thejr  wiU  and  foresight  «re  erUs.  It  is  then  that,  shat- 
he  found  in  the  general  depravi^  of  human  n»-  ting  our  eyes  against  the  light,  we  would  hide 
tore  I  in  the  Tieious  propensities  so  prevalent  from  ourselTes  the  calamities  we  cannot  pre- 
among  all  ranks ;  in  the  indulgence  of  inordi-  Tent."  In  eyeiy  other  ease,  knowledge  must 
Date  desires  after  riches  and  power ;  and  in  the  prore  an  inestimable  blessing  to  men  of  every 
general  disposition  of  mankind  to  place  their  nation  and  of  every  rank, 
diief  happiness  in  sensual  gratifications,— evils  That  the  period  when  a  general  difiusion  of 
which  the  spirit  of  Christianity  only,  in  oon-  knowledge  shall  take  place  is  hastoning  on,  ap- 
jmetion  with  every  rational  exertion,  Li  caleu-  pears  mm  the  rapid  progress  which  has  been 
lated  fully  to  eradicate.  And  thereiore  it  is  in-  made  in  almost  every  department  of  science 
dispens^e,  that  every  attempt  to  diffuse  intol-  during  the  last  half  century ;  from  the  numerous 
lectual  light  over  the  human  race  be  acoompfr-  publicadons  on  all  subjects  daily  issuing  from 
nied  with  the  most  strenuous  exertions  to  pro-  the  press ;  from  the  rapid  increase  of  Aeolo- 
BMto  the  moral  renovathn  of  mankind.  For  gical,  literary,  and  scientific  journals,  and  the 
vice  and  ignorance,  especially  among  the  lower  extensive  patronage  they  enjoy  from  themsne- 
oidera,  generally  go  hand  m  hand ;  and  experi-  rous  lectures  on  chymistry,  astronomy,  experi- 
ence demonstrates,  that  indulgence  in  evil  pas-  m«ital  philosophy,  political  economy,  and  ge- 
H<»s,  and  in  unhaQowed  gratifications,  destroys  neral  science,  now  delivered  in  the  principal 
the  relish  for  mental  enjoyments,  and  is  one  of  cities  and  towns  of  Eurc^e;  from  the  adopti<m 
the  most  powerful  obstructions  to  tbe  vigorous  of  new  and  improved  plans  of  public  instruo- 
exercise  of  the  intellectual  powers.  tion,  and  the  erection  of  new  seminaries  of 

That  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  education  in  almost  eveiy  qnarter  of  the  dvi- 
among  all  ranks  is  an  object  much  to  he  desired|  lised  worid ;  from  the  extensive  circulation  of 
wilt  not,  I  presume,  be  called  in  question  by  any  books  among  all  classes  of  the  community ; 
one  who  regards  the  intellectual  powers  of  man  from  the  rapra  formation  of  bible  and  mission- 
as  the  noblest  part  of  his  nature,— and  who  con-  ary  societies ;  firom  the  incroase  of  literary  and 
sidors,  that  on  the  rational  exercise  of  these  philos(^hical  associations ;  from  the  esteblish- 
powershis  true  happiness  depends.  If  ignoranee  ment  of  mechanics'  institutions  in  our  principal 
be  one  of  the  chief  causes  which  distmi>  the  towns,  and  of  libraries  and  roading  societies  in 
harmonious  movements  of  the  machine  of  so-  almost  every  village;  from  the  eager  desire  now 
eie^,  by  removing  the  cause  we  of  course  pre-  excited,  eveii  among  the  lower  orders  of  socie^, 


vent  the  effecte;  and  if  knowledge  be  one  of  the  of  becoming  acquainted  with  subjecte  hitherto 

mainsprings  of  virtuous  conduct,  the  more  it  is  known  and  cultivated  only  by  persons  of  the 

diflbsed,  the  more  extensively  will  be  brou^t  learned  professions ;  and,  above  all,  from  the 

Into  action,  on  the  stage  of  life,  those  virtues  spirit  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  now  bursting 

which  it  has  a  tendency  to  produce.    A  few  forth,  both  in  the  eastern  and  the  western  he- 

Perdinands  and  Wyndhanks  and  Don  Miguels  mitpheres,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  petty 

may  still  remain,  who  regard  the  great  mass  of  tyrants  to  arrest  its  progress.    Amidst  the  coo- 

the  people  merely  as  subjects  of  legislation,  or  vulsions  which  have  lately  shaken  the  surromMJ^ 

as  the  tools  of  tyranny  and  ambition,  and  that,  ing  nations,  *'  many  have  run  to  and  fro,  and 

therefore,  they  must  be  held  in  the  chains  of  ig^  knowledge  has  been  increased ;"  the  sparks  of 

Bi(M>ance,  lest  they  shouki  aspire  to  the  ranks  of  liberty  have  been  struck  firom  the  collision  of 

their  superiors.    But  the  general  current  of  hostile  armies  and  opposing  interests ;  and  a 

public  opinion  now  runs  counter  to  such  illiberal  spirit  of  inquiry  has  been  excited  among  nu* 

and  antiquated  notions ;  and  few  persons  of  re-  merous  tribes  of  mankind,  which  wHI  doc0tle» 

spectability,  at  least  in  this  country,  would  ha-  lead  to  the  most  important  results.    These  cir 

sard  their  reputation  in  defending  a  position  so  eumstances,  notwithstanding  some  gloomy  tt|> 

degrading  and  uatenaUe.    The  more  learning  a  pearances  in  the  political  horizon,  may  be  con 

people  have,  the  more  virtuous,  powerful,  and  ndered  as  so  many  preludes  of  a  new  and  hap 

happy  will  they  become ;  and  to  ignorance  alo^e  pier  era  about  to  dawn  upon  the  world ;  wher 

must  the  contrary  ^ects  be  Imputed.   **  There  intellectual  light  shall  be  diffused   among  «l 

b  but  one  case,*'  says  a  French  writer,  "  where  ranks,  and  in  every  region  of  the  gtobe ;  whei 

ignorance  can  be  desirable ;  and  that  is,  when  Peace  shall  extend  her  enq>ire  over  the  worid 

all  is  desperate  in  a  state,  and  when,  throagh  when  men  of  all  nations,  at  present  separateo 

the  present  evils,  others  still  greater  appear  b»-  firom  each  other  by  the  effects  of  ignorance,  fnd 

of  political  jealousies,  shall  be  united  by  thr 

been  connected  with  the  Romish  church;  and  while  -^-j,...  ♦k.«I«i1«i.  ••  Li{«^.i  J^  tw^JL^m 

be  condemns  the  tplrlt  and  tendency  of  the  peculiar  conduct  tbemselves  as  raUonal  and  immorta 

do^rmas  and  practices  of  that  church,  he  deprecates  beings. 

«» vhtch  they  are  entitM  as  men  and  as  dtiaens.  nhered  m,  it  is  essentially  requisite  thai  a  oa» 
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ilfltwiof  die  ttdUtjr  tad  hnpurtanee  of  a  g«a«nl  Itdgv  among  all  raoks,— and  ihall  afterwardi 

dURHion  of  knowMga  W  impraned  opoa  tha  fellow  oat  the  iiiTeetigatkni  by 

nnflidi  of  the  nova  iaceOigeBt  and  fadluendal  II.  An  inquiiy  into  the  •leoiu  reqoiahe  t«i 

daaeee  of  aoeie^,  aad  that  ewmrf  eteitfeB  aad  be  uaed  in  order  to  aceompliih  this  importaBt 

eveiy  appropriate  neaa  ahouht  be  need  to  a^  ebjeet.^ 
eonpUeh  this  deiirrtle  objeet     fa  aeeerdanoa 

with  this  idea,  I  shaU  ewieavoiar,  k  the  ftflow-  •  jii  a  pertlcolar  flhietratian  of  the  neaas  I9 

ing  work.  whiek  a  founml  dIAielen  of  knowtodce  nrtcht  be 

I   TAiCto^Mte  «k«  aifcuiMiar-  _Uj1.  miimU  aActod  wooM  rtoder  the  pieaeiit  work  loo  aolky, 

I.  To  ittHrate  the  agaii^ffe  wMch  wwM  -thUdaparonentofthe  eofta  wfflhe  froeeSS 

low  Baa  a  fooeiil  difibnoii  of  oseM  Hwwi*  hi  a  lepante  irohBae. 


GENERAL  DIFFUSION  QF  KNOWLEDGE. 


PART  L 

oirTnB  jjatAVTAom  wwca  vquld  flow  kbqii  a  ome^h  DaromoK  or 

KNOWLEDOB. 

That  the  inteQectud  (keultiM  of  maa  have  pcraCtfioB,  and  remoro  thoM  groundleH  fimm 

■ever  beon  thoroughly  directed  to  the  ponoit  of  to  which  aupentitioui  notiflos  gife  rise.    Uwh 

dbjeeta  worthy  of  the  dignity  of  nuooal  and  mice  haa  not  only  debaxred  — r**^^****  worn 

iiniiiortaliiataret---and  that  the  most  pemidoua  many  exquisite  and  aubUme  enjoymenta,  hot 

^ects  have  flowed  from  the  perversion  of  their  haa  created   innumerable   unfounded  alarms, 

mental  power8,^-are  truths  which  the  history  whidi  greatly  increase  the  ram  of  human  m>> 

of  past  ages  and  our  own  experience  too  plainly  aery.    Man  is  naturally  timid,  terrified  at  those 

demonstrate.    That  the  suae  of  general  society  dangers  whose  conaequences  he  cannot  foresee, 

would  be  greatly  meliorated,  were  the  mists  c^  and  at  those  unoommen  appearaaeea  of  nature 

ignorance  dispelled,  and  the  current  of  human  whose  causes  he  has  never  explored.   Thus,  he 

thought  directed  into  a  proper  channel,  might  is  led,  in  many  iastances,  to  regard  with  appre- 

appear,  were  we  to  take  an  extensive  survey  of  hension  and  dread  those  operations  of  natnre 

the  evils  which  have  been  produced  by  igno-  which  are  the  result  of  regular  and  invariable 

ranee,  and  its  necessary  concomitants,— -and  of  laws.    Under  the  influence  of  such  timid  emo» 

the  opposite  efiects  which  would  flow  from  me»-  tions,  the  phenomena  of  nature,  both  in  the 

tal  illumination,  in  relation  to  all  those  subjects  heavens  and  on  the  earth,  have  been  arrayed 

connected  with  the  improvement  and  the  happi-  with  imaginaiy  terrors.    In  the  early  ages  of 

ness  of  our  species.    Here,  however,  a  field  of  the  world,  a  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  or  of  the 

vast  extent  opens  to  view,  which  would  require  moon  was  regarded  with  the  utmost  consteraa^ 

aeveral  volumes  fully  to  describe  and  illustrate:  tion,  as  if  some  dismal  catastrophe  had  been 

f  shall,  therefore,  in  the  mean  time,  select,  fitm  about  to  befoU  the  universe.     Believing  that 

the  multimde  of  objects  which  crowd  upon  the  the  moon  in  an  eclipse  was  sickening  or  dying 

view,  only  a  fow  prominent  .particulars,-^he  through  the  influence  of  enchanters,  the  tren»> 

ehicidation  of  which  shall  occupy  the  following  bling  spectators  had  recourse  to  the  ringing  of 

seaions.  bells,  the  sounding  of  urumpets,  the  besiittg  d 

_^.  brwsen  vessels,  and  to  kNid  and  horrid  excla> 

mations,  in  order  to  break  the  enchantment, 

SECTION  I.  ^^  ^  drown  the  muttering  of  witdies,  that  the 

moon  mi^^t  not  hear  them.    In  allusion  to  this 

Oh  raa  titri.i7CifCB  which  a  oEifE&AL  dit-  practice,  Juvenal,  when  speaking  of  a  kwid 

rusioif  or  knowledob  would  have  m  scolding  woman,  says,  that  she  was  able  to  re- 

DissiPATiivo    THOSE    suPBasTiTiocrs    Ko-  Uevo  t^  moon. 

TlOffS   AHD   VAIW   FBAES   WHICH    HAVE   SO      ,.„  ^  .  ^, 

•  A«A  <■«.. .  v«t  «u*  wt«n.  <«»  w.tf  "Poibearyourdrums  and  trumpets  If  yen  pleas^ 

ios«  EjrsLAVED  THE  MiRDs  OT  MBIT.  yi^  yft|f^  ^'ft!y>  thiT  '*!mir*"g  imWB  nn  mt  ** 

Mr  first  proposition  is,  that  the  diflusion  of  Nor  are  such  foolish  opinions  and  customs  yei 

knowledge  wouid  undermine  the  fobric  of  mh  banished  flrom  the  worid.    They  are  said  to  bs 
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■lill  preralent  in  tereral  Mahometwi  and  Pagin  eke  than  mere  assuraptions,  and  their  pretM^ 
countries.*    Comets,  too,  with  their  blazing  sions  nothing  short  ofd'iminal  impositions  upon 
.nils,  were  long  regarded,  and  stili  are,  by  the  the  credulity  of  mankind.    With  equally  the 
vulgar,  as  harbmgers  of  divine  vengeance,  pre-  same  reason  might  we  assert,  that  the  earth,  ir 
sagingfaminesanidinundations,  or  the  downfall  different  positions  in  its  orbit,  would  have  an 
of  princes  and  the  destruction  of  empires.!  influence  in  producing  fools  and  maniacs  in  the 
The  Aurora  Boreales,  or  northern  lights,  have  nlanet  Jupiter,  or  in  exciting  wars  and  insurruc- 
been  frequently  gazed  at  with  similar  appre-  tioos  among  the  inhabitants  of  Saturn,  as  to 
hensions,  and  wh<Se  provinces  have  been  thrown  su|^poae,  with  Mr.  Varley,  the  prince  of  nvc^iem 
into  consternation  by  the  fimtastic  coruscations  astrologers,  tliat  *'  Saturn  passing  through  the 
of  those  lambent  meteors.    Some  pretend  to  oscemianl,  causes  dulness  sind  melancholy  for  a 
see,  in  these  harmless  lights,  armies  mixing  in  few  weeks,"  and  that  "  Jupiter,  in  the  third 
fierce   encounter,   and  fiek^   streaming  with  house,  gives  safe  inland  journeys  and  agreeable 
Mood;  other*  behokl  states  overthrown,  earths  neighbours  or  kindred." 
quakes,  inundations,  pestilences,  and  the  most  Notwithstanding  the  absurdity  of  the  doc- 
dreadful  calamities.  Because  some  one  or  other  trines  of  astrology,  this  art  has  been  practised 
of  these  calamities  formerly  hi4>pened  soon  after  in  eveiy  period  of  time.    Amcmg  the  Romans, 
the  appearance  of  a  comet,  or  the  Uaze  of  an  the  people  were  so  infatuated  with  it,  that  the 
aurora,  thereCbre  they  are  considered  either  as  astrologers,  or,  as  they  were  then  called,  the 
the  causes  or  the  prognostics  of  such  events.  maUmmaiidpnUf  maintained    their    ground   in 
From  the  same  source  have  arisen  those  spite  of  all  the  edicts  of  the  emperors  to  expel 
foolish  noti(Mis,  so  (atal  to  the  peace  of  mankind,  them  from  the  capital ;  and  after  they  were  at 
which  have  been  engendered  by  judicial  atin^  length  expelled  by  a  formal  decree  of  the  senate, 
hgy.    Under  a  belief  that  the  characters  and  they  found  so  much  protection  from  the  credu- 
the  fates  of  men  are  dependent  on  the  various  lity  of  the  people,  that  they  still  remained  in 
aspects  of  the  stars  and  conjunctions  of  the  Rome  immolested.    Among  the  Chaldeans,  the 
planets,  the  most  unfounded  apprehensions,  as  Assyrians,  the  Egyptians,  die  Greeks,  and  the 
well  as  die  most  delusive  hopes,  have  been  ex-  Arabians,  in  ancient  times,  astrobgy  was  uni- 
eited  by  the  professors  of  this  fkllacious  science,  formly  induded  in  the  lut  of  the  sciences,  and 
Such  impositions  on  die  credulity  of  mankind  used  as  one  species  of  divination  by  which  thoy 
•re  founded  on  the  grossest  absurdity,  and  the  attempted  to  piy  into  the  secrets  of  futurit) 
most  palpable  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  things ;  The  Brahmins  in  India,  at  an  early  period,  ui- 
Jbr  since  the  aspects  and  conjuncticms  of  the  troduced  this  art  into  that  country,  and,  by 
eelestial  bodies  have,  in  every  period  of  dura-  means  of  it,  have  rendered  themselves  the  ar- 
tion,  been  subject  to  invariable  laws,  they  must  biters  of  good  and  evil  hours,  and  of  the  fbr- 
be  altogether  inadequate  to  account  for  the  di-  tunes  of  their  fellow-men,  and  have  thus  raised 
versified  phenomena  of  the  moral  world,  and  themsehres  to  great  authority   and    influence 
for  that  infinite  variety  we  observe  in  the  dispo-  among  the  Slitorate  multitude.    They  are  con* 
sitions  and  the  destuiies  of  men ;  and,  indeed,  suited  as  oracles,  and,  like  aU  other  impostors, 
the  single  consideration  of  the  immense  dis-  they  have  taken  great  care  never  to  sell  their 
tances  of  the  stars  from  our  globe,  is  sufficient  answers  without  a  handsome  remuneration.    In 
to  convince  any  rational  mind  that  their  influ-  almost  every  country  in  the  world  this  art  is  still 
•oce  can  have  no  effect  on  a  region  so  remote  practised,  snd  only  a  short  period  has  elapsed 
fiwn  the  spaces  which  they  occupy.    The  pl»-  since  the  princes  and  legislators  oiEwropt  were 
netary  bodies,  indeed,  may,  in  certain  cases,  directed  in  the  most  important  concerns  of  die 
have  some  degree  of  phy§ieal  influence  on  the  state  by  the  predictions  of  astrologers.    In  the 
earth,  by  virtue  of  their  attractive  power,  but  time  of  dueen  Catharine  de  Medicis,  astrology 
that  influence  can  never  affect  the  operation  of  was  so  much  in  vogue,  that  nothing,  however 
moral  causes,  or  the  qualities  of  the  mind,  trifling,  was  to  be  done  without  consulting  the 
Even  although  it  were  admitted  that  the  hea-  stars.      The  astrologer  Morin,  in  the  seven- 
venly  bodies  have  an  influence  over  the  desti-  teenth  century,  directed  Cardinal  Richelieu's 
Dies  of  the  human  race,  yet  we  have  no  data  motions  in  some  of  his  journeys,  and  Louisa 
whatever  by  which  to  ascertain  the  mode  of  Maria  de  Gonzaga,  queen   of  Poland,  gave 
its  operadon,  or  to  determine  the  formula  or  2000  crowns  to  carry  oii  an  ediUon  of  his  ^tire- 
lules  by  which  calculations  are  to  be  made,  in  lofiria  OalUea;  and  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  the 
ocder  to  predict  the  &tes  of  nations,  or  the  in-  Third  and  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  the 
dividual  temperaments  and  destinies  of  men ;  predictions  of  astrologers  were  the  common 
and  coBsequendy,  the  principles  and  rules  on  theme  of  the  court  conversation.    Even  in  the 
which  astrologers  proceed  in  constructing  Aoro-  present  day,  and  in  the  metropolis  of  the  Britisb 
and  calculating  nativities,  are  nodiing  empu«,  this  Macious  art  is  practised,  and  its 

professors  are  resorted  to  for  judicial  informa- 

*  tfee  Appendix,  zfo.n.              t  ud.  tion,  not  only  by  the  vulgar,  but  even  by  bmdv 
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m  the  higher  Bph«re8  of  Uft.    The  eztensire  most  faTOunibl«  weather  for  these  purpttscs  iie 

•aiiual  sde  of  more  than  S40,00Q  copies  of  in  this  way  frequently  lost.    In  Morven,  moiiK 

"  Moore's  Almanac,"  which  abounds  with  such  will,  upon  any  account,  dig  peat  or  turf  for  fuel 

predictions,  and  of  similar  publications,  is  a  <m  Friday.    The  age  of  the  moon  is  also  mudi 

striking  proof  of  the  belief  which  is  still  attached  attended  to  by  the  vulgar  Highlanders ;  and  an 

to  the  doctrines  of  astrology  in  our  own  age  and  opinion  prevvUs,  thai  if  a  Ykmm  take  fire  while 

coonury,  and  of  the  ignorance  and  credulity  from  the  moon  is  m  the  decrease,  the  family  will  from 

which  such  a  belief  proceeds.*    Parhelia,  par-  that  time  decline  m  its  circumstances,  and  sink 

Selena,  shooting  stars,  fiery  meteors,  luminous  uto  poverty.* 

arches,  lunar  raubows,  and  other  atmospherical  In  England,  it  is  redconed  a  bad  omen  to 

phenomena,  have  likewise  been  considered  by  break  a  looking-glass,  as  it  is  believed  the  party 

some  as  ominous  of  impending  calamities.  to  whom  it  belongs  will  lose  his  best  fidend.   In 

Such  are  some  of  the  objects  in  the  Asomus,  .  gouig  a  journey,  if  a  sow  cross  the  road,  it  is 

which  ignorance  and  superstition  have  arrayed  believed  the  party  will  meet  either  with  a  disap- 

with  imaginary  terrors.  pointment  or  a  bodily  accident  before  returning 

On  the  earthf  the  objects  which  have  given  home.    It  is  reckoned  unhicky  to  see  first  one 

rise  to  groundless  fears,  are  almost  innumo-  magpie,  and  then  another ;  and  to  kiD  a  magpie, 

rable.  The  ignea/miui,  those  harmless  meteors  it  is  believed,  will  certainly  be  punished  with 

which  hover  above  moist  and  fenny  places  in  tome  terrible  mislbrtune.    If  a  person  meet  a 

the  night-time,  and  emit  a  glimmering  light,  flmeral  procession,  it  is  considered  necessary 

have  been  regarded  as  malicious  spirits,  endea-  always  to  take  off  the  hat,  which  keeps  all  the 

vouring  to  deceive  the  bewiUiered  traveller,  and  «^  spirits  that  attend  the  body  in  good  humour, 

lead  him  to  dMtruetioo.      The  ticking  noiM  f  >>>  opting,  a  person  miss  his  mouth,  and  the 

of  the  Utile  insect  called  the  deatlhwatch — a  victuals  faU,  it  b  reckoned  very  unlucky,  and 

screech-owl  screaming  at  the  window— a  raven  ominous  of  approaching  sickness.     It  is  also 

croaking  over  a  house — a  dog  howling  in  the  considered  as  unlucky  to  present  a  kiu.v,,  suiv 

ni^ht-time — a  hare  or  a  sow  crossing  the  road—  ■ors,  rasor,  or  any  sharp  cutting  instrumem,  to 

the  meeting  of  a  bitch  with  whelps,  or  a  snake  one's  mistress  or  friend,  as  they  are  apt  to  cut 

lying  in  the  road — ^the  falling  of  salt  from  a  table  h>ve  and  friendship ;  and  to  find  a  knife  or  razor, 

•—and  even  the  curiing  of  a  fibre  of  tallow  in  a  denotes  ill  luck  or  disappoiftment  to  the  party, 

burning  candle,t  have  been  regarded  with  a{H  Among  the  ancient  nations,  there  was  hardlv 

prehensions  of  terror,  as  prognostics  of  impend-  ^7  circumstance  or  occurrence,  however  tn- 

ing  disasters,  or  of  approaching  death.  ▼iel,  fiimi  which  they  did  not  draw  omens. 

In  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  the  motions  and  "^his  practice  appears  to  have  taken  its  rise  in 

appearances  of  the  clouds  were,  not  k»g  ago,  ^O^i  the  parent  country  of  ahnost  every  su- 

considered  as  ominous  of  disastrous  events,  pentition  of  paganism;  bot,  from   whatever 

On  the  jvenii^  before  new-year's  day,  if  a  black  eource  it  may  have  derived  its  origin,  it  spread 

doud  appeared  in  any  part  of  the  horizon,  it  was  ^^*^^  ever  the  whole  inhabited  globe,  even 

thought  to  prognosticate  a  plague,  a  famine,  or  9maag  the  most  civilized  nations,  and  at  this 

Jie  death  of  some  great  man  in  that  part  of  the  <ley  it  prevails  more  or  less  among  the  vulgar 

country  over  which  it  seemed  to  bang ;  and  in  ui  every  country,    l^ven  kings  and  emperors, 

order  to  ascertain  the  place  threatened  by  the  Mges  and  heroes,  have  been  seized  with  alarm, 

omen,  the  mo'ions  of  the  clouds  were  often  ^  ^*  "MMt  trivial  circumstances,  which  they 

watched  through  the  whole  night.    In  the  same  ^^'^  taught  to  consider  8s  ominous  cf  bad  for- 

country,  the  inhabitants  regard  certain  da>«  as  ^u°®)  er  d[  impending  danger.    Suetonius  says 

unlucky,  or  omin  mi  of  bod  fortune.     That  day  <^  Augustus,  that  he  believed  implicitly  in  cer- 

of  the  week  on  which  the  Sd  of  May  falls,  u  ^^  omens;  and  that,  ri  mane  tibi  coiceuaper^ 

deemed  uniucky  th*-f>ughout  the  whde  year.   In  P^om,  ao  nnuttr  pra  dealero  mdueereUry  tU  di- 
the  isle  of  MuU,  ploughing,  sowing,  and  reap-  -  >^<*h  **  ^  his  shoes  were  improperly  put  on  in 

ing,  are  always  begun  on  Tuesday,  though  the  the  morning,  especially  if  the  left  shoe  was  put 

upon  his  r^^ht  foot,  he  held  it  for  a  bad  omen.** 

«  TIat  the  absurdities  of  astrologj  are  still  la  Thus  it  appears,  that  the  lumbiaries  of  he^ 

^  on  Zodiacal  Physiognomy,  iOustnited  Iqr  en-  the  atmosphere,  the  actions  of  anuials,  the 

|jmvlnis«  of  heads  and  featares.  and  accompanied  seasons  of  the  year,  the  days  of  the  week,  the 

J7  tables  of  the  Umes  of  the  rising  of  the  twelve  -»«-•  h4«ui  ;fi^M.»».  u  k.»».»  i;r.  m»A  «...« 

signs  of  the  Zodiac,  and  contsOiiig  also  new  Mtro-  "***  vyriBl  mcidento  m  human  Ufe,  and  many 

ioftaU  explanations  of  some  remarkable  portions  other  circumstances,  have  afforded  matter  of 

!rC*f  *^*JPJLi"2l!°^^'i  *?"*£7-   "Ii2i°7"i?^-  Wse  alarm  to  mankind.    But  this  is  not  aU: 

No.  L,  large  8vo.,  pp.  so^  to  be  comprised  in  four     mjr.„  .„..  ^ .    j«  *_  u  !.• 

piru.    Loonnan  and  Co.  18«  !♦•    A  specimen  of  M*"»  •^•^  ?«»•  to  disturb  his  own  peace,  not- 

Sitine  of  the  fooleries  and  absurdities  gravely  treated  withstanding  the  not  evils  he  is  doomed  to  s.if. 
of  by  this  sapient  author,  will  be  found  in  Nos.  IIL 
%u>i  IV.  of  the  Appendix  to  this  volume. 

*  Called  in  Scotland,  the  tfaodJipeal.  *  E&oyctopcdla  Britaanlea,  Ait  Omsk. 
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^r,  hu  be«n  ingenioui  enough  to  Ibrm  tma^  Nor  have  such  abMird  notiou  been  coiifineo 

nary  momtera  which  have  no  existencey  either  to  the  illitermte  vulgar ;  men  of  ooosiderable 

in  heaven  or  on  earth,  nor  the  least  foundation  aoquhrementi  in  literature,  from  ignorance  of 

in  the  ecenes  of  external  nature.    He  has  not  the  laws  of  nature,  have  fidlen  into  the  8un« 

only  drawn  fabe  condusioni  from  the  objeeti  dehnionf.    Fonneriy,  a  man  who  was  endowed 

which  have  a  real  existenoe,  to  inereaae  hif  with  considerable  genius  and  knowledge,  wis 

lean ;  bat  has  creased,  in  his  imagination,  an  reckoned  a  magician.     Doctor  Bartoh>   was 

idtal  voarid,  and  peopled  it  with  spectres,  bob-  seized  fay  the  &quisition  at  Rome,  in  the  six* 

goUins,  fairies,  satyrs,  imps,  wraiths,  genit|  teenth  century,  because  he  unexpectedly  cured 

bro^ies,  witches,  wixards,  snd  other  fanta»-  a  nobleman  of  the  gout;  and  (he  tlhisfrioda 

tical  beings,  to  whose  caprices  he  believes  his  Friar  Bacon,  because  he  was  better  acquainted 

happiness  and  misecy  are  subjected.    An  old  with  experimental  philosophy  than  moot  persons 

wrinkled  hag  is  supposed  to  have  the  power  of  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  was  suspected, 

fendering  miserable  aQ  around  her,  who  are  the  even  by  the  learned  ecclesiastics,  of  having 

olgects  of  her  hatred.    In  her  privy  chamber,  it  dealings   with  the  devil.    I^iseases  were  at 

is  believed,  she  can  roast  and  torment  the  absent,  those  times  imputed  tofudnatunt  and  hundreds 

and  inflict  incurable  disorders  both  on  man  and  of  poor  wretches  were  dracgcd  to  the  stake  (or 

beast;*  she  can  transport  herself  through  the  being  accessaxy  to  them.  JMercatus,  physidaa 

airona  spit  or  a  broomstick;  or,  when  itserves  to  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  relates,  thathe  hadseen 

her  purpose,  she  can  metamorphose  herself  into  a  very  beautUul  woman  break  a  steel  mirror  to 

acatorahare;  and,  by  shskhig  a  bridle  over  m  pieces,  and  blast  some  trees,  by  a  single  glance 

pefson  asleep,  can  transfiMrm  hmi  into  a  horsv;  of  her  eyes !    Josephus  relates,  that  he  saw  at 

and,  mounted  on  this  new-created  steed,  can  tra-  certain  Jew,  named  Eleazar,  dxmw  the  devil  out 

verse  the  air  on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  and  visit  of  an  old  woman's  nostrils,  by  the  application 

distant  countries  in  the  course  of  a  night.    A  of  Solomon's  seal  to  her  nose,  in  the  presence 

certain  being  called  a  fiury,  though  supposed  to  of  Vespasian.    Dr.  Mynsight  is  said  to  have 

be  at  least  two  or  three  feet  high,  is  believed  to  cored  several  bewitched  persons  with  a  plaster 

iiave  the  (acuity  of  contraering  its  body,  so  as  to  ofassafotida.    How  the  assafintida  was  eflScap 

pass  through  the  key-hole  of  a  door ;  and  though  cious,  was  much  disputed  among  the  leaned, 

they  are  a  distinctiBpecieB  of  beings  from  man,  Some  thought  the  devil  might  consider  such  an 

they  have  a  strong  fancy  for  diildren ;  and  hence,  application  as  an  insult,  and  ran  off  in  a  passion ; 

in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  new^Mm  infants  but  others  very  sagely  observed,  that  as  devils 

are  watched  till  the  christening  is  over,  lest  they  were  supposed  to  have  eyes  and  ears,  it  was 

should  be  stolen  or  exchanged  by  those  fantastic  probable  they  might  have  no9e»  too.     James 

existenpes.    The  regions  of  the  air  have  been  yi.  who  was  famed  lor  his  polemics  and  theo* 

peopled  with  apparitions  and  terrific  phantoms  logical  acquirements,  wrote  a  treatise  in  defence 

of  different  kinds,  which  stalk  abroad  at  the  dead  of  witchcraft,  and  perseeuted  those  who  opposed 
hour  of  night,  to  terrify  the  lonely  traveller.    In 

ruined  csstlesand  old  houses, they  aresaid  to  having  kept  atoadinapotlnliernxden,berhus- 

««»n«  u».ir  ^pp«mK>.  by  •  ~|?y  «f «««» jsj£iis£'5r.s?B'ss;^r±2i2i^x 

and  dreadnu  noises ;  sometimes  rstUmg  m  tne  ersment,  fmr  the  purpose  of  gettins  tome  of  the 

oM  hall  like  a  coach  and  six,  and  rumbling  op  brsad^  to  feed  htm  with,  and  make  Ikim  thereby  a 

•«/i  A^m,w*  *ii«  ^.iM^M  VAm  thm  •mmwIISm  aT  valusble  flmdllar  splfll  to  bor.    At  Long  Aihtoo,  a 

and  down  the  staircase  like  the  trundling  of  youhsftener  has  several  Umin  predlcud  hU  own 

bowls  or  cannon-balls.     Especially  m  lonely  end,  from  what  he  calls  belu«l(N*<tfoMr;  and  his 

dmrdi-yaids,  in  retired  caverns,  in  deep  forests  mother  and  flaher  Intonned  a  Mend  ofrntoe^aays 

J  J  II    k  lij I. :j  •-  ul^  k^^  tbe  relator)  that  they  had  sent » the  While  witch 

and  dells,  homd  sounds  are  said  to  have  l»een  Doctor^  beyond  Bridge  Water,  by  the  coachman,  for 

beard,  and  monstrous  shapes  to  have  appeared,  a  charm  to  cars  blm,  (having  paid  handsomely  fut 

hv  whirJi  whola  vilUoM  h&va  haim  thfown  into  i^O  ^t  that  he  had  now  given  him  over,  as  her 

tiy  wnicn  wnow  villages  nave  oeen  uirown  mio  y^  ^^^  ^^    ^^^  ^^^  ^,^   1^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  j^ 

constematioo.t  dying  of  mere  Iter,  and  all  the  pailsb  of  hit  class 

believe  IL   There  Is  also,  Ui  that  parish,  an  old  man 
Who  sells  gingerbread  to  the  schools,  who  is  always 

*  The  vaader  wlU  find  abnndanee  of  relatk>ns  of  employed  to  cure  the  red  tMitr  In  cows,  by  means 

this  kind  la  "  fiisam's  invUMe  worM  discoeersd,**  of  charms  and  verses  which  he  says  to  them,   la 

a  hook  which  was  long  read  with  aridity  by  the  vul-  the  Marsh,  we  have  water  doctors,  who  get  rich ; 

gar  In  this  country,  and  which  has  mquently  at  the  mines,  dlTtnen  with  rods,  who  find  orss  and 

caused  emotions  of  terror  among  youthfUl  groups  water;  and  at  Weston-super-Mare,  they  see  lights 

on  winter  evenings,  while  listening  to  its  fearfUl  re-  befors  fUnerals,  and  are  agreed  that  the  people  In 

atlons,  which  could  never  be  eradicated,  and  has  that  parldi  always  die  by  threes,  1  «.  three  oM, 

endered  them  eoumrdt  In  the  dark,  dudng  all  the  three  young;  three  men,  three  women,  ^tc  8uch 

subsequent  periods  of  their  lives.  are  a  part  only  of  the  superstitions  of  the  West  In 

«  That  many  of  the  soporititlous  opinions  anl  Itit  I'* 

aiactloes  above  alluded  to,  still  prevail  even  within  Every  one  who  is  mmdi  eonversant  with  the  tower 

the  limits  of  the  British  empire,  appears  tnm  the  tanks  of  society,  will  find,  that  such  notions  sre  still 

fbUowlng  extract  from  the  **  Monthly  Magastne**  emrrent  and  beneved  by  a  eonsMerable  pertkm  ol 

for  Joly  1811,  p.  4N.~"ln  Staflbrdahlre,  they  bom  the  population,  which  is  the  only  aiwlogy  that  can 

a  calf  in  a  fhrmhouse  alive,  to  prevent  the  other  be  made  fbr  stating  and  eotmteractlng  such  opi 
calves  from  dying.  In  the  same  county,  a  woman 
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Li*  tpuuoni  OB  tbif  iiabjeoL  The  pernimoiif  throoghoiitallnatBretheinoftitrikingeTidenow 
«ir«M9ta  inmiiiM,  oooMtoMd  bj  the  «iplofkii  of  of  benevolent  deei^,  and  rejoioei  in  the  beoif* 
J^rdragea  gu,  irere  IbvBMrlj  inpuied  to  the  d^  nity  of  the  Groat  Parent  of  the  nrnTorse,— widw 
mow  of  the  mine.  Tan  fielnoot,  Bodinii%  -fae  perceivea  nothing  in  the  arrangementa  of  the 
SitooMt  and  Luther,  attributed  thunder  and  .  Creator,  in  any  de]>artment  of  hie  worka,  whi<^ 
aneteoratothedenL  Sooratee  believed  he  wa»  haa  adnreettendenoy  toproduoepaintoanjiD- 
guded  by  a  demon.  Dr.Cudworth,  Olanvil,  teUigent  or  aeneitive  eiiateace,— the  aupenti- 
«nd  othera,  wrote  in  defonee  of  witchcraft  and  tioua  nan,  on  the  oontrary,  contemplatee  the 
.apparitiotta.  But  it  would  be  endleaa  to  detail  akj,  the  air,  the  watera,  and  theearth,  aa  filled 
«a  the  Iboliahopiniona  which  have  been  imbibed  with  nalicioua  beinga,  ever  rea^y  to  haunt  him 
and  propagated  even  bjr  men  who  pretended  to  with  terror,  or  to  plot hiadeatmction  Theone 
^eniua  and  learning.  .oontumplaiee  the  Deity  directing  the  a^ovementa 

Beaklea  the  opiniooa  to  i^uch  X  have  now  of  the  material  world,  by  fixed  and  invariable 

•adverted,  and  which  have  adirect  tendency  to  lawa,  whioh  none  butfaimaelf  can  counteraetor 

JiU  the  mind  with  uanecoaaary  a]mrehenaione,  auapead ;  the  other  viewa  them  aa  continnal^ 

there  is  alio  aninunenae  variety  of  fooliah  aad  liable  to  be  oontrolled  by  capricious  and  malif> 
erroneous  opiniona  which  paaaed  currant  for '  aant  beings,  to  gratify  the  moat  trivial  and  nn- 

genuine  tnitha  among  a  great  majority  of  maa-  worthy  pasaiens.  How  veiy  different,  of  oouraa, 

kind.     That  a  man  haa  one  rib  leasthan  a  wo-  muat  be  their  coneeptiona  and  ieelbga  reapeefe- 

iaaaf-"4hat  there  is  a  certain  Jew  atiU  alive,  ing  the  attributea  and  govermnent  of  the  Sn- 

wbo  has  wandered  through  the  world  aince  the  preme  Being!  While  t^  one  viewa  Him  aa  an 

xrucifixionof  Chriat^—that  the  coffin  of  Maho-  infinite^  wiae  and  benevolent  Father,  whoee 

met  ia  suspoided  in  the  air  between  two  load-  paternal  oare  and  goodneaa  inapire  confideBee 

.atonea,— that  the  city  of  Jeruaalem  ia  in  the  and  affection;  the  other  muat  regard^bim,  in  a 

centre  of  the  worldr-^hat  the  tenth  wave  of  the  certain  degree,  aa  a  capriciQua  being,  aad  olier 

•aa  is  greater  and  more  dangeroua  than  all  the  up  hia  adorationa  under  the  influence  of  fear, 

reat,— 2iat  all  animals  on  the  land  have  their  Such  notiona  have  likewise  an  evident  ten- 

correaponding  kinds  in  the  sea,— that  there  ia  a  dency  to  habituate  the  mind  to  &iae  prinoiplea 

white  powder  whioh  kiUa  without  giving  a  re-  and  proeeeaea  of  reasoning,  which  unfit  it  hr 

port^-that  the  Ueod  of  a  goat  will  dissolve  a  Ibmibg  legitimate  condueions  in  its  researches 

mamond,— that  all  the  atara  derive  their  tight  after  truth.    They  chain  down  the  understand- 

lirom  the  aun^— that  -a  candle  made  of  hwaan  ing,  aad  aink  it  into  the  moet  abject  aad  aordid 

lat,  when  lighted,  will  prevent  a  peraon  asleep  atate;  and  prevent  it  fivm  riaing  to  those  noble 

Srom  awaking,  with  maoy  other  aimilar  u^  and  enhtfged  viewa  which  revelation  and  modem 

Ibnnded  poaitiona,*-are  regarded  as  indispo-  sdeace  eshibit,  of  the  order,  the  exteBt,«ad  the 

table  tntha  by  thouaaada,  whoee  adhereace  to  eoononiyof  the  uahrerM.    It  ia  lameatable  to 

tradition  and  authority,  aad  wfaoae  iadolence  reflect,  that  ao  maay  thousanda  of  beiaga  mt- 

and  credulity,  prevent  Uiem  firom  inquiring,  with  dowed  with  the  fiiculty  of  reaaon,  who  cannot 

a  manly  independence,  into  the  true  atate  aad  byaay  nMaaabeperauadedof  theaaotionefthe 

future  of  thinga.  earth,  aad  the  distaaoes  aad  magailudeo  of  the 

Such  are  a  few,  aad  but  a  very  few,  of  the  celeatial  bodice,  ahouU  awallow,  without  the 

aupeiatitious  aotions  aad  vaia  fears  by  which  least  hesitation,  opiaions  tea  thousand  times 

«he  great  aujority  of  the  huiaaa race,  ia  every  more  improbable;  aad  fiad  ao  difliculty  ia  ba- 

age  aad  couatry,  has  beea  enslaved.    To  have  lieving  that  an  old  woman  can  tranaform  heraeff 

attempted  a  corai^ete  enumeration  of  auch  ha^  mto  a  kar§,  aad  wing  her  way  through  the  air 

lueiaations  of  the  hnmaa  intellect,  wooU  have  on  a  brooaMtick. 

been  vain,aad  could  only  have  produced  satiety  But  what  is  worst  of  aH,  sucA  nstiont  Mmott 

aaddisgusL    That  such  absurd  aotions  shouU  inmHabl^  Utd  io  tkt  pvptintiom  of  dmU  ^ 

ever  have  prevailed,  is  a  aioat  grattag  aad  hui-  «nid%f  and  m/MsCies.    Of  the  truth  of  thia  po- 

miliatiwg  thought,  when  we  consider  the  noble  aition,  the  hiatory  of  abaoat  everv  aatioa  affords 

with  which  maa  ia  eadowed.    That  the  moat  ample  prooC    Many  of  the  barbaritiea 


Ihey  atin  prevail,  in  a  great  meaaare,  even  m  our  committed  ia  pegaa  ooualriea,  both  ia  their  re- 
own  country,  is  a  stnkiac  proof,  that  we  are,  li|ious  worship  uid  their  civil  polity,  and  moot 
as  yet,  but  just  emergiag  voin  the  gloom  of  ia-  of  the  cruelties  iaflietod  oa  the  victims  of  die 
toBecmal  darfcaess.  The  prevaleaoe  of  auch  Ronish  iatpusitioa,  have  flowed  from  this 
cpiaioBs  is  to  be  regretted,  act  only  on  account  aoarce.*  Nor  tre  ^e  anaala  of  our  own  ooun- 
•f  the  grouodleos  alarms  they  create,  but  chiefl,y 

m  aooountof  the  Wee  ideas  they  insgre  with  .totheOnchyof  Lenalne.imftan1s.  weieM 

fe^ard  to  the  nauire  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  ^ned  over  to  the  flamsa,  for  being  wUchet,  by 


the  universe,  aad  of  his  arrangements  in  the  go-  Inqulsttor  alone.   Under  this  sccoiaUoD,  tt  is  reek* 

MMn.«»t  ^  tliA  watM       MtTMltk  m  man    wHma  •"•*  ^^^  UpWV^  ot  thirty  thmumtd  Wtimm  bKf9 

vonunent  of  the  world.    While  a  man,  wiioee  p^^Shsd  by  the  hands  of  the  InquMtlen.--  inrcMtf. 

mind  is  enlightened  with  true  scisnoe,  t>eroeives  ifon  cywawilnit,*^  by  PuigtaUach. 
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try  deficient  in  examples  of  this  kind:   The  «I1  the  citizens  invoWed  in  gloomy  apprebe» 

belief  attached  to  the  doctrine  of  witchcraft,  led  tions.    So  that  superstitious  notions,  so  &x  from 

our  ancestors^  little  more  than  a  century  ago,  to  being  innocent  and  harmless  speculations,  lead 

condemn  and  to  bum  at  the  stake  hundreds  of  tti  the  most  deplorable  results,  and  therefore 

unhappy  women,  accused  of  crimes  of  which  ought  to  be  undermined  and  eradicated  fay  every 

they  could  not  possibly  have  been  guilty.*    In  one  who  wishes  to  promote  the  happiness  and 

New  England,  about  the  year  168!^,  a  witchcraft  the  good  order  of  general  society, 

phrensy  rose  to  such  excess  as  to  produce  com-  Such,  then,  is  the  evil  we  find  existing  among 

motions  and  calamities  more  dreadful  than  the  mankind— false  opinions,  which  produce  vain 

scourge  of  war  or  the  destroying  pestilence,  fears,  which  debase  the  understanding,  exliibit 

There  lived  in  the  town  d*  SaUmf  in  that  coun-  dbtorted  views  of  the  Deity,  and  lead  to  deeds 

try,  two  young  women,  who  .were  subject  to  of  cruelty  and  injustice.    Let  us  now  consider 

convulsions,  accompanied  with'  extraordinary  the  remedy  to  be  applied  for  its  removal, 

symptoms.      Their  father,  a  minister  of  the  I  have  all  along  taken  it  for  granted,  that 

diurch,  supposing  they  were  beuntehtd^  cast  his  ipioraoce  of  the  laws  and  economy  of  nature 

suspicions  upon  an  Indian  girl,  who  lived  in  the  is  the  great  source  of  the  absurd  opinions  to 

house,  whom  he  compelled,  by  harsh  treatment,  which  I  have  adverted, — a  position  which,  1 

to  confess  that  she  was  a  witch.    Other  women,  presume,  will  not  be  called  in  question.    For 

on  hearing  this,  immediately  believed  that  the  such  <^inions  cannot  be  deduced  firom  an  atten* 

oonwdsions,  which  proceeded   only  firom  the  tive  survey  of  the  phenomena  of  nature,  or  fhnn 

nature  <^  their  sex,  were  owing  to  the  same  an  induction  of  well-authenticated  facts ;  and 

cause.    TThree  citizens,  casually  named,  were  they  are  equally  repugnant  to  the  dictates  of 

immediately  thrown  into  prison,  accused  of  revelation.    Nay,  so  far  are  they  from  having 

witehcraft,  hanged,  and  their  bodies  left  ex*-  any  foundation  in  nature  or  experience,  that  in 

posed  to  wild  beasts  and  birds  of  prey.    A  few  proporticn  as  we  advance  in  our  researches 

days  afier,  sixteen  other  persons,  together  with  into  Nature's  economy  and  laws,  in  the  same 

a  counsellor,  who,  because  he  refus^  to  plead  proportion  we  perceive  their  futility  and  ab* 

a^gainst  them,  was  supposed  to  share  in  their  surdity.    As  in  most  other  cases,  so  in  this,  a 

guilt,  suflTered  in  the  same  manner.     From  knowledge  c^tfae  cause  of  the  evil  leads  to  the 

this  instant,  the  imagination  of  the  multitude  proper  remedy.    Let  os  take  away  the  cause, 

was  inflamed  with  diese  horrid  and  gloomy  and  the  effect  of  course  will  be  removed.    Let 

scenes.    Children  of  ten  years  of  age  were  j>ut  the  exercise  of  the  rational  faculties  be  directed 

to  death,  young  girls  were  stripped  naked,  and  into  a  proper  channel,  and  the  mind  furnished 

the  marks  of  witchcraft  searched  for  upcm  their  with  a  few  fundamental  and  incontrovertible 

bodicMrwith  the  most  indecent  curiosity ;  and  principles  of  reasoning—let  the  proper  sources 

*hose  spots  of  the  scurvy  which  age  impresses  of  information  be  laid  open — ^let  striking  and 

upon  the  bodies  of  old  men,  were  taken  for  evi-  interesting  hcta  be  presented  to  view,  and  a 

dent  signs  of  infernal  power.  In  default  of  these,  taste  for  rational  investigation  be  encouraged 

torments  were  employed  to  extort  confessions,  and  promoted — let  habits  of  accurate  observ»> 

dictated  by  the  executioners  themselves.    For  tion  be  induced,  and  the  mind  directed  to  draw 

such  fancied  crimes,  the  offspring  of  supersti-  proper  conclusions  fix>m  the  various  objects* 

tion    alone,  they  were  imprisoned,  tortured,  which  present  themselves  to  view, — and  then 

murdered,  and  their  bodies  devoured  by  the  we  may  confidently  expect,  that  superstitious 

beasts  of  prey.    If  the  magistrates,  tired  out  opinions,  with  aU  their  U8U«J  accompanimeots, 

with  executions,  refused  to  punish,  they  were  will  gradually  evanish,  as  the  shades  of  night 

themsejivesaocused  of  the  crimes  they  tolerated ;  before  the  rising  sun. 

the  Very  ministers  of  religion  raised  false  wit-  But  here  it  may  be  mquired.  What  Idnd  of 

nesses  against  them,  who  made  them  forfeit  hwwUdf  is  it  that  will  produce  this  effect? 

with  their  lives  the  tardy  remorse  excited  in  It  is  not  merely  an  acquaintance  with  a  number 

them  by  humanity.    Dreams,  apparitions,  ter-  of  dead  languages,  with  Roman  and  Grecian 

ror,  and  consternation  of  every  kind,  increased  antiquities,  with  the  subtleties  of  metaphysics, 

these  prodigies  of  folly  and  horror.     The  pri-  with  pagan  mythology,  with  politics  or  poetry: 

SOBS  were  filled,  the  gibbets  left  standing,  and  these,  however  important  in  other  pointw  of 

view,  will  not,  in  the  present  caae,  produce  the 

*  The  Scots  appear  to  bave  displayed  a  more  than  desired  effect ;  for  we  have  already  seen,  'hat 

SS^„SSi.X!51S^^S;,i^  n.«orjA.w.r.co^«»..in«K*«.b,«t.w«. 

Imaginary  crime  In  Scotland,  than  In  any  other  coun-  not  proof  against  the  admission  of  supersUtioui 

tar.  So  late  at  17S»,  a  poor  woman  was  burned  fcr  opinions.    In  order  to  produce  the  desired  ^ 

wlteboraft,  mthleh  was  among  the  lastezecotions  In  -v .   ..  ^  ^.   .  _,   . .     j;.«^^  »»  »k-  -♦..j.  «r 

Scotland.   A  variety  of  curious  paitlcnlars  In  rola-  '•«*»  "•  »"»  must  be  directed  to  the  study  dC 

Hon  td  the  trials  of  wltchea.  may  be  seen  In  Pit-  material  nature,  to  Qontemplafe  the  various 

Part  n.  lately  publbhed.  See  also  Appendix,  No.  ▼•  vxm  results  or  those  mvariabie  laws  by  which 
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tho  unirerae  w  soveraecL    In  particular,  the  Divinely  greatj  ihey  In  their  power*  exult  j 

...««>;»>.  .K^.M  1^  Ai,^j^^  *yv  ♦K«--»  ^:.<w««l.^.-  ^^*y  ■®®  '*^®  blazing  wondex  rise  anew, 

ailontion  shookl  bo  directed  to  those  dieoorenes  ^  seeming  terror  dad,  but  kindly  bent 

which  hare  been  made  bj  phUoeopheri  in  the  To  work  the  will  or  all-sustaining  Love.** 

different  departments  of  oatore  and  art,  during  Thonwrn**  Summtr. 

xht  last  two  centuries.    For  this  purpose,  the  «    .         .1.       vi-            .-         ..t.     1..  •_ 

study  of  natural  hUtery,  as  recording  the  rari-  ^"^  «J  ?*  aubhme  emotions  with  wlach  a 

ois  facts  respecting  the  atmosphere,  die  waters,  ^"^  enlightened  with  the  beams  of  science 

'^       -                -T-                         I  contemplates  the  return  of  a  comet,  or  any  un- 


from  the  mind  those  fie  notions,  and,  at  the  ^^'^.^^^S'JJ?^  destination  of  thojfe  distant  orbs ; 

same  time,  will  present  to  view  objects  of  de-  '^^.'^^  ^^^  ^/^™  "^^'^  ^^"^  »^«"  "^ 

Hghtfnl  contemplation.    Let  a  pe^on  be  once  ^^^  omnipotent  Crf^tttor. 

tlSiroughly  convinced  that  NaturV  is  unifom  in  .  A«^""'  ^u'T''!r**  W'^*^^?"^^'  ^'^^'^ 

her  operation.,  and  governed  by  regular  laws,  JH"/'?"  *^  ^^'^  t  ^P™^'* J".^  incorporeal 

ImpreTsedbyMaU-JriseandbenevoSntBeing  ^«g».  l«t  persons  be  uistrucled  m  the  vanoua 

Jie  will  soin  be  inspired  with  ooofidence,  2d  ^'jf  ^^'"T  ^  ^^»?'*^*»  7.  "«  »"^J!?^S  ^ 

win  not  easily  be  aUrmed  at  any  eccasonal  »?«  J^™  *?»  J^^tervention  of  fog^ 

phenomena  which  at  first  sight  might  appear  a.  T^  of  vision  in  the  night-Ume.  which  mdke 

exceptions  to  the  ffeneral  rSe.  ^^  m  frequently  mistake  a  bush  that  is  near  us  for 

vL  *^.m»i«  _5*f  n«r««».  tu.  *.»»k*  *k.*  *  W®  ^^  ^  *  distauco ;  and,  under  the  influ- 

^uZJlT^hl^^^^xJZ  T^i  ?  •»"  <»f  ^Wch  iUusions,  a  timid  imagination 

!?  nTon^„r^wJ?i«?^^J5K  "^Z  '^ai  transform  the  indistinct  image  TiTcow  or 

i.Tl?Zl^^^^ rf'^'y'^'^  •  h<'"«  i«^  »  terrific  phantomTa  monstrous 

Aey  are  the  necessary  resrftof  the  indmation  ^     ^et  them  also  be  taught,  by  a  selecdon 

of  the  moon's  orbit  to  that  of  the  earth — that  the  ^  _«ii  ...,l  _*•    .jr   *    .u  ^i-^a 

»i^^  «.u.«  ♦i.-«  *-!-*  «i— *  A. J  ^  .u  ef  well-autheDticated  facts,  the  powernil  influ- 

times  when  they  toxA  place  depend  <»  the  new  r.u    •  •  .•      •'j    t /• 

J       -   1^  r  "  MM  ftfthe  imagination  m  creating  ideal  forms, 

y  when  under  the  dominion  of  fear— 
ts  produced  by  the  workings  of  con* 

.1.  *  .L  -.  - 1     u  J"     VI      •  •v,.«i*^«,  when  harassed  with  guilt— ^7  very 

-.that  the  eomsf.  are  reg^ar  bodies  beUmgmg  j.^,,    ^  ^  doses  of  opiGm,  hy 

to  our  system,  which  finish  tiieir  revolutions,  druiienness,  hyieric  passions,  madness,'and 

and  appear  imd  disappear  m  stated  penod.  of  ^^„  disorders  that  affect  the  mind,  and  by 

U  ne-that  the  northern  Ughta    though  seldom  ^^  ^„„i      ^g^^,  ^  j„        „  toVomote 

•sen  m  southern  chraes,  are  frequent  m  the  ^^  ^^^„  „  nefarious  d\»igns.    Let  them 

"^«J?f.^*^°'^"^"^y  the  inhabiumts  ^^^^^^  ^  instructed  in  the  nature  of  ^on- 

wiU»  light  m  the  absence  of  the  sun,  and  have  f„„^^  eambiuHaru  and  detonatwm,  occask»ed 

probaUy  a  relation  to  Jf  magnetic  Bnd  e  ectnc  ^   ^^  accidental  combustion  and  iiploeion  of 

S:!±r?*^K^*  'fr -^^^  are  harmless  lights,  ^         ^^ich  produce  occasional  iloise.  and 

formedby  the  tgnition  of  a  certam  -pocies  of  ^-^^  .^  chMrch-yards  and  empty  houses.    Let 

gas  produced  m  the  soils  abore  which  they  the  experiments  Jf  optics,  and  the  striking  phe* 

hover-that  the  notes  of  Ae  de^-watch,  so  ,^^^^   ^^^  ^     electricity,  galviGi^m, 

far  from  Wng  presages  of  death,  are  BMcer^  magnetism,  and  the  different  gies^  be  exhil 

tamed  to  be  the  notes  of  fowr,  and  presages  of  y,^^^  ^  ^^eir  view,  together  with  details  of  the 

hymenea^  intercourses  among  **>«»•  »»tt^«m-  results  which  have  been  produced  by  various 

sects  ;•  let  rational  information  of  this  kind  be  mechanical  contrivances.    In  fine,  let  their  at- 

imparted,  and  they  will  sooa  learn  to  contem-  ^^^^  ^  directed  to  the  fbolish,  whimsical,  and 

p!ate  nature  with  tranqudlity  and  composure,  extravagant  notions,  attributed  to  apparitions. 

Nay,  a  more  beneficuU  effect  than  eventhis,  ^  ^  their  inconsistency  with  the  wise  and 

W1.I,  at  the  same  time,  be  produced.    Those  benevolent  arrangements  of  the  Oovemor  of 

objects  which  they  formerly  beheld  with  alarm,  ^^  universe  * 

will  now  be  converted  into  sources  of  enjoys        ^hat  such  instructions  as  those  I  have  now 

ment,and  be  contemplated  with  emotions  of  hinted  at  would  completely  produce  the  intended 

delight.  eflTect,  may  be  argued  from  this  consideration, 

•«Whenfh>mthedte.dimm«i.ltrefspaee.  l!lf  ^^^^^.^^f^^^ 

Theroshing  oomettothesundeseends,  •«*ry  «M«i  wAicA  hoM  been  tJmi  tnUghUned, 

With  awfkil  train  projected  o'er  the  worid  t  Where  is  the  man  to  be  fiiund,  whose  mind  is 

WhoM  to^  ml»d.'^u9'^^''  "lijhWBed  in  U>.  dooofaw  ud  d»co».riM  ol 
The  ^rlous  Stranger  hall.   TDByfeelaJey 

^.   ^  ,    ,  ^  •SeeAppemUx.No.vn.foraninustiatloaofsoms 

'TUs  flict  was  partlenlaily  aseeit^ed  by  Dr.  of  the  causes  which  have  concurred  to  propagus 

Osrham.p-PAiIofO!pMo8/  Tramaeritmt,  No.  ML  the  helisf  of  apparitions. 
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oiodev*  ieience,  and  who  yet  remains  the  «1aye  cratM,  that  he  drew  the  wits  of  Greece  iVx/m 
of  superstitious  notions  and  rain  fears  ?  Of  aO  the  vain  pmmiU  t^nahtrd  pMimphy  to  moral 
Jie  philosophers  in  EuropOi  is  diere  one  who  inquiries,  and  turned  their  thoof^ts  from  stars 
is  alarmed  at  an  eclipse,  at  a  comet|  at  an  igpm  and  tides,  and  matter  and  motion,  upon  the  va- 
fahm»,  or  the  notes  of  a  death-watch,  or  who  rious  modes  of  Tirtue  and  relations  of  life."  His 
pMtpnies  his  experiments  on  account  of  what  opinions  and  conduct,  therefore,  can  only  be 
is  called  an  unlucky  day?  Did  we  erer  hear  considered  as  an  additional  proof  of  the  pro- 
of a  spectre  appearing  to  such  a  person,  drag-  pnety  of  the  sentiments  abore  expressed, 
ging  him  from  bed  at  the  dead  hour  of  midnight  to  Nor  should  it  be  considered  «s  a  thing  im> 
wander  through  the  forest  trembling  with  fear  7  practicable  to  instruct  the  great  body  of  mankind 
No :  such  beings  appear  only  to  die  ignorant  m  the  aubieeta  to  whidi  I  have  alluded.  Every 
,  and  illiterate  t  and  we  never  heard  of  their  ap«  man  poesessed  of  what  is  4»Llled  common  sensoi 
peaijng  to  any  one  who  did  not  previously  b^  is  capable  of  acquiring  all'  the  informadon  re- 
lieve in  their  existence.  But  why  should  phi-  quisite  lor  the  purpose  in  view,  even  without 
k)Bopher8  be  freed  from  sudi  terrific  visions,  if  infringing  on  the  time  allotted  for  his  daitf  1»- 
■ttbetantial  knowledge  had  not  the  power  of  ba-  boum,  provided  his  attention  be  once  thorou^ily 
aishing  them  from  the  mind?  Why  should  directed  to  its  acquLBidMi,  and  proper  meana 
■opematural  beings  feel  so  shy  in  conversing  tised  to  promote  his  instruciion.  It  is  not  ii^ 
with  men  of  science  ?  They  would  be  the  fit-  tended  that  all  men  ahould  be  made  profound 
teat  persona  to  whom  they  might  impart  their  mathematicians  and  philosophers ;  nor  is  it  ne* 
secrets,  and  communicate  information  respect-  cessary,  in  order  to  eradicate  false  opinions, 
tag  the  invisible  world,  but  it  never  falls  to  thetr  and  to  enlarse  and  elevate  the  mind.  A  general 
lot  to  be  favoured  with  such  visits.  Therefore,  view  of  useiulknowledge  is  all  that  is  necessary 
H  may  be  concluded,  that  the  diflflision  of  usefiil  for  the  great  mass  of  mankind ;  and  woukl  cerw 
knowledge  would  infallibly  dissipate  those  tainly  be  incomparably  preferable  to  that  grosa 
groundless  fears  which  have  so  long  disturbed  ignorance,  and  those  grovelling  disposidons, 
diehappinesspardculariy  of  tho  lower  orders  of  which  so  generally  prevail  among  the  inferior 
mankind.*  ranks  of  society.  And,  to  acquire  such  a  de- 
It  forms  no  objection  to  what  has  been  now  gree  of  rational  information,  requiree  only  that 
stated,  that  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  bo-  a  taste  for  it,  and  an  eager  desire  ibr  acquiring 
lieved  in  the  existence  of  ghosts,  and  in  the  it,  be  excited  in  the  mind.  If  this  wore  attained, 
9aeond  sight:  for,  with  all  his  vast  acquirements  1  am  bold  to  affirm,  that  the  acquisidon  of  such 
in  literature,  he  was  ignorant  of  natural  science,  information  may  be  made  by  any  person  who  ia 
and  even  attempted  to  ridicule  the  study  of  na-  capable  of  leahiing  a  common  mechanical  em- 
tnral  philosophy  and  astronomy— 4he  principal  ployment,  and  will  coot  him  less  trouble  and 
subjects  which  have  the  most  powerful  tendency  expense  than  are  requisite  to  a  schoolboy  for 
to  dissipate  such  notions,— «s  may  be  seen  in  acquiring  the  elements  of  the  Latin  t(»gue. 
^o.  ft4  of  his  "  Rambler ;"  v^ere  he  endear^  To  conclude  this  branch  of  the  subject  >— 
vours  to  give  force  to  his  ridicule  by  exhibiting  Since  it  appears  that  ignorance  produces  super- 
the  eddides  of  an  imaginary  pretender  to  these  stition,  and  supersdtious  nodons  engender  vain 
Boiences.  He  talks  of  men  of  science  '*  lavish-  feara  and  distorted  views  of  the  government  of 
ing  their  hours  in  calculating  the  weight  of  the  the  AJmigh^,--ainoe  all  fear  is  in  itsolf  painful, 
terraqueous  globe,  or  in  adjusting  systems  of  and,  when  it  conduces  not  to  safety,  is  painful 
worlds  beyond  the  reach  of  die  telescope ;"  and  without  use,— every  consideration  and  every 
•dds,  that  "  it  was  the  greatest  praise  of  So-  scheme  by  which  groundless  terrors  may  be  re- 

'  moved,  and  just  conceptions  of  the  moral  attri- 

*  It  would  be  unfUr  to  Infbr  from  any  expressions  botes  of  the  Deity  promoted,  must  diminish  the 

litra  used,  thai  the  author  denies  the  possibility  of  _,_  -r  k„m.„  mi«»rv  aiwl  ^AA  ■nm««kin«  »<« 

supenudural  visions  and  appearancesT^We  are  f"°*  of  human  mise^,  and  add  something  to 

assured,  from  the  records  of  Sacred  History,  that  human  happmess.    If  therefore  the  acquisition 

jielnfB  of  an  order  sopexlor  to  the  human  race,  have  of  usefhl  knowledge  respecdng  die  laws  and 

"  at  sundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners,"  made  ^i.^  ^«».««.-  «r  tiZf  .»u,IL.  »J.m  ^^.^^^  *i.:. 

their  appearance  to  men.    But  there  is  the  most  "»®  economy  of  die  univerae  would  produce  diis 

marked  dijference  iietween  vulgar  apparitions,  and  efllbct,  the  more  extensively  such  informadon  is 

the  celestial  mesmngeTS  to  which  the  reoords  of  Re-  propaaaled.  die  more  hanpinesa  will  be  diAisid 

relation  refer.   They  appeared,  not  to  old  women  k^^f^***"*  V"^  "*«"  "•t^iMwiw  ^w  u^  uiuwph 

and  dowus,  but  to  patnarchB,  prophets,  and  apos>  Maong  mankind. 

ties.   They  appeared,  not  to  frighten  the  thnkl.  and  • 

to  areata  unnaeessary  alarm,  but  lo^deolaie"tldtass  «,«^«..>^^»  •» 

of  great  Joy/'    They  appeaired,  not  to  reveal  such  BECTICXN  II. 

paltry  secrets  as  the  place  where  a  pot  of  gold  or  ^ 

silver  is  concealed,  or  where'a  lost  ring  may  be  On  TAB  jmixtr  of  VHOWledob  nr  frs- 

toond, butto  communleaie  mteiUgence  worthy  of  tsittina    Disbasss    ahd    fatal   acci- 

God  to  rereal,  and  of  the  utmost  Importance  for  msa 

to  receive.   In  these,  and  many  other  respects,  there  vBITS. 

•ppeaiancas  reooided  in  Soripiiue.  Irooi  kng  experience,  "  that  mankind  m  that* 
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i|ndoui  and  ooodoct  are  ^  to  run  from  doe  to  MCcirUiiii  the  cauM,  and  to  afford  him  anisu 

•xtrorae  to  another."    We  hate  already  aeeni  anee ;  but  by  the  time  he  arrires  at  the  same 

lhat|  in  convequence  of  ftlse  oooeeptiooa  of  the  depth  be  shares  the  same  fate.  A  third  person. 

Dei^,  and  of  his  lurraagementa  in  the  economy  after  some  hesitation,  descends  with  more  cao- 

of  natnre,  the  nunds  of  multitudes  have  been  tious  steps.    But  he  soon  begins  to,  feel  a  cer- 

altrmed  by  the  most  tmlbunded  apprehensions,  tain  degree  of  giddiness,  and  makes  haste  to 

and  hare  been  **  in  great  fear  where  no  fear  ascend,  or  is  drawn  up  by  assistants.    In  the 

was.**  On  the  other  hand,  from  a  simflar  oaose,  mean  time,  the  unhappy  persons  at  the  bottom 

Buny  have  run  heedlessly  into  danger  and  d»*  •of  the  well  are  frequently  left  to  remain  so  long 

Mmction,  when  a  slight  acquaintanee  with  the  in  a  slate  of  suspended  animation,  that  all  means 

powers  of  nature,  ai^  the  laws  of  their  <^>er»-  of  restoration  prore  abortire ;  aq^  the  cause  of 

lion,  would  have  pointed  out  the  road  to  safety,  the  disaster  remains  a  mystery,  till  some  medical 

This  leads  me  to  the  illustration  of  another  ad-  gentleman,  or  other  person  of  intelligence,  be 

vantage  which  wodld  be  derived  from  a  general  made  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the 

diffusion  of  knowledge,— namely,  accident.  Similar  accidents,  owing  to  the  same 

That  ii  wmUd  tmd  ioprweiU  man^  qfAom  cwise,  have  happened  to  persons  who  have  ia« 

dtooses  mdfdbai  aeodetitM  whiehjbwfrom  igmn  cantioasly  descended  into  brewers*  vaCs,  or  who 

fonos  ^  tht  loMm  wUefc  fossm  tht  epvoAom  qf  have  entered  precipitately  into  wine  oellars  and 

iMhcrs.  vaults,  whidi  had  been  long  shut  up  fit>m  the 

There  are,  indeed,  several  aoddents  to  whidi  eitemal  air,  and  where  the  process  of  fermen- 

mankind  are  exposed,  which  no  human  wisdom  tation  was  going  on :  They  have  been  suddenhr 

ean  foresee  or  prevent.    Being  furnished  with  struck  down,  as  by  a  flarii  of  lightning;  and, 

ftcuhies  of  a  limited  nature,  and  placed  in  the  in  some  instances  the  vital  spark  has  been 

midst  of  a  scene  where  so  many  powerful  and  o<Mnplete1y  extinguished.    Many  instances,  too, 

complicated  causes  are  in  constant  operation,  could  be  produced;  of  workmen,  who  have  iiw 

we  are  sometimes  exposed,  all  on  a  sudden,  to  cautious^  laid  themselves  down  to  sleep  in  the 

the  action  of  destructive  causes,  of  which  we  neighbourhood  of  lime-kilns  where  they  vrere 

were  ignorant,  or  over  which  we  have  no  con-  employed,  having,  in  a  short  time,  slept  the 

trol.    Even  although  we  could  feresee  a  pesti-  sleep  of  death.     The  burning  of  charcoal  in 

lence,  a  famine,  an  earthquake,  an  inundation,  dose  apartments  has  also  proved  iatal  to  many ; 

or  the  eruption  of  a  volcano,  we  could  not  alto-  more  especially  when  they  have  retired  to  rest 

selher  prevent  the  calsmities  which  generally  in  such  apartments,  while  the  diarcod  was 

flow  from  their  destructive  ravages.    But,  at  the  burning,  and  before  the  rooms  had  received  a 

same  time,  it  may  be  afflrmed  with  truth,  that  a  thorough  ventilation. 

great  proportion  of  the  phjreical  evils  and  aoci-  Numerous  are  the  instances  in  which  aod- 
dents  to  which  the  human  race  is  liable,  are  the  dents  have  happened,  in  the  circumstances  now 
effect  of  a  culpable  ignorance,  and  might  be  stated,  and  which  are  stUI  fiw]uently  recurring ; 
effectually  prevented,  were  useftil  knowledge  all  which  mi|^t  have  been  prevented  had  the 
more  extensively  diffused.  But  it  unfortunately  following  facts  been  generally  known  and  at. 
happens,  in  almost  every  inetanoe,  that  tike  per-  tended  to : — That  there  exists  a  certain  spedes 
sons  who  are  exposed  to  the  accidents  to  whidi  of  air,  termed  Jhed  otr,  or  carbanie  add  gm, 
I  allude,  are  ignorant  of  the  means  requisite  for  iHiiieh  histantlv  extinguishes  iiame,  and  is  de- 
averting  the  danger.  To  illustrate  this  point,  I  stnictive  to  antmal  life ;  that  it  b  found  in  con- 
shall  select  a  few  examples,  and  shall  inter-  siderable  quantities  in  places  which  have  been 
sperse  a  few  hints  and  maxims  fortiie  oonsider-  shut  op  from  the  external  atmosphere,— ^tf  In 
■tion  of  those  whom  it  may  concern.  oki  wells,  pits,  caverns,  and  dose  vaults ;  tfiat 

The  first  dass  of  aoddents  to  whidi  I  shaO  it  is  copiously  produced  during  the  fermentation 

advert,  comprises  those  which  have  happened  of  liquoit*  In  brewers*  vats,  where  it  hovers  above 

from  tgnaronoettfthi  nahgn  mid  pr^Hrtut  qfVi$  the  surlace  of  the  liquor ;  in  cellars  where  wine 

d^ffkrmU  ^oses,  and  of  the  noxious  effects  which  and  ma]t4iquars  are  kept;  and  by  the  burning 

some  of  them  produce  on  the  functions  cf  ani-  of  lime  and  charcoal ;  aiid,  that  being  nearly 

mal  life.  twice  as  heavy  as  common  air,  it  sinks  to  tfie 

We  have  frequently  read  in  newspapers  and  bottom  of  the  place  where  it  is  produced.    Th« 

magaxines,  and  some  of  us  have  witnessed,  such  following  plain  hints  are  Aerefore  all  that  is 

accidents  as  the  following :— A  msn  descends  requisite  to  be  attended  to,  in  order  to  prevent 

into  a  deep  well,  which  had  for  aome  time  been  the  recurrence  of  such  disasters.    Previous  to 

shut  up.    When  he  has  gone  down  a  consider-  entering  a#rell  or  pit  which  has  been  long  se- 

aUe  way  he  suddenly  lets  go  his  hold  of  the  doded  from  the  externa]  air,  let  a  lighted  omdle 

R>pe  or  ladder  by  which  he  descends,  and  drops  or  taper  be  sent  down ;  if  it  continues  to  bum 

to  the  bottom  in  a  state  of  faisensibility,  devoid  at  the  bottom  there  is  no  danger,  for  air  that  wQl 

of  utterance,  and  nnaUe  to  point  out  the  cause  support  flame,  without'  an  explosion,  win  also 

of  his  disaster.   Another  hastily  foDows  hia,  support  animal  life;  but,  sbonkl  the  taper  be 
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extitt^iihed  before  it  reaches  the  bottom,  it  and  set  the  mine  on  fire,  forcing  op  an  immenae 

woald  be  attended  with  imminent  danger  to  ven-  rolumo  of  smoke,  which  dariiened  the  air  to  a 

tiire  down  till  the  foul  air  be  expelled.     The  considerable  distance,  and  scattered  an  immense 

noxious  air  may  be  destroyed  by  throwing  down  quantity  of  small  coal  from  the  upcast  shaft.   In 

a  quantity  of  quick  ft'mc,  and  gradually  sprin-  this  cdamity  ninety-threo  men  and  boys  pe> 

kling  it  with  water ;  for  as  the  lime  slakes  it  will  rished.     The  mine  was  obliged  to  be  closed  up 

absorb  the  mephitic  air,  and  a  persmi  may  on  the  following  Saturday,  in  order  to  extinguish 

•ilerwards  descend  in  safely.    "Wliere  lime  is  the  fire,  which  put  an  end  to  all  hopes  of  saving 

not  at  hand,  a  bush,  or  such  like  bulky  suU  tmy  of  the  sufferers.    On  the  6th  October,  in 

stance,  may  be  let  down  and  drawn  up  several  the  same  year,  and  in  the  some  county,  (Dur- 

times ;  or  some  buckets  of  water  may  be  thrown  ham,)  a  coal-pit,  at  Shiney  Row,  suddenly  inok 

into  it,  till  the  air  be  so  purified,  that  a  lighted  fire,  by  explosion  of  the  inflammable  air ;   in 

taper  will  continue  to  bum  at  the  bottom.  These  consequence  of  which  seven  persons  were  se- 

precautionary  hints  will  apply  to  all  the  other  rerely  scorched.    And  on  the  Saturday  follow- 

cases  referred  to,  where  this  species  of  gas  may  ing,  (October  lOtli,)  the  Harrington  Mill  pit, 

happen  to  exist.    To  which  I  may  also  add,  as  distant  from  the  other  about  two  or  three  hundred 

another  hint,  that  in  every  situation  where  fixed  yards,  also  took  fire ;  by  which  four  men  and 

air  is  supposed  to  exist,  it  is  more  dangerous  to  nineteen  boys  were  killed  on  the  spot,  and  many 

sit  or  to  lie  down,  in  such  places,  than  to  stand  people  severely  wounded  and  burned,  and  two 

erect ;  for,  as  this  gas  is  the  heaviest  of  all  the  boys  were  missing.    This  dreadfiil  catastrophe 

gases,  it  occupies  t^e  lowest  place ;  and  there-  was  likewise  occasioned  by  the  explosion  of  fir»- 

fore,  a  person  lying  on  the  ground  may  be  sufib-  damp.f    The  above  are  only  two  or  three  ex- 

cated  by  it,  while  another  standing  at  hu  side  amples  of  a  variety  of  similar  accidents  which 

would  feel  no  injury,  his  mouth  being  raised  have  happened,  of  late  years,  in  the  coal  dis- 

above  the  stratum  of  the  noxious  fluid.'*' — I  shall  tricts  in  the  northern  part  of  our  island.    That 

only  remark  farther  on  this  head,  that  several  all  such  accidents  could  have  been  prevented  by 

disorders  have  been  contracted  by  persons  sleep-  means  of  the  knowledge  we  have  hitherto  ac- 

ing  under  the  branches  of  trees  in  the  night-  quired,  would  perhaps  be  too  presumptuous  to 

time,  and  in  apartments  where  great  quantities  affirm ;  but  that  a  great  prc^ortion  of  them  were 

of  fruit,  or  other  vegetable  matter,  are  kept,—  the  effects  of  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  mi- 

from  ignorance  of  the  fact,  that  during  the  ni^^t,  ners,  and  might  have  been  prevented  by  a  ge* 

the  leaves  of  trees,  and  all  vegetable  matter  neral  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  causes  of 

perspire  a  deleterious  air,  whidi,  when  it  has  such  explosicms,  and  by  taking  proper  precao- 

accumulated  to  a  certain  degree,  may  induce  a  tionajry  measures,  there  is  every  reason  to  be- 

varie^  of  serious  complaints,  and  sometunea  iieve.    That  this  is  not  a  mere  random  asser- 

prove  fatal.  tion,  will  appear  firom  the  following  extract  from 

TJte  dUaaUn  iMck  hm^  happened  in  eoal  the  Monthly  Magazine  for  Febraary  1814,  p. 

rnmes,  and  other  eubumneane  apartmenUy  form  80 : — "  Mr.  BakeweU,  in  his  late  lectures  at 

another  class  of  accidents,  many  of  which  have  Leeds,  stated  the  following  circumstance,  which 

been  the  effects  of  ignorance.     Of  late  years  strongly  evinces  the  benefits  which  arise  from 

An  immense  number  of  men,  boys,  and  horses,  educating  the  working  classes— that,  in  the  coal 

has  been  destroyed  by  tlie  explosion  of  inflam-  districts  of  Northumberland  and  Durham,  acci^ 

mable  air  in  the  coal  mines  in  this  country,  par-  dents  are  constantly  taking  place  firom  explo- 

ticularly  m  the  north  of  England,  where  the  stons  in  the  mines ;  so  that  not  less  than  six 

most  affecting  and  tragical  scenes  have  been  hundred  persons  have  been  destroyed  in  the  last 

presented  to  view.  On  the  forenoon  of  Monday,  two  years.    But,  in  one  of  the  mines  which  was 

t5th  May,  1812,  a  dreadful  accident  took  place  frequently  subject  to  explosion,  not  an  accident 

at  FeUing,  near  Gateshead,  in  the  mine  belong-  of  any  consequence  had  taken  place  for  the  last 

ing  to  C.  T.  Branding,  Esq.    When  nearly  the  twelve  years;  the  proprietors,  besides  other 

whole  of  the  workmen  were  below, — the  second  precautions,  having  for  a  considerable  time  past 

set  having  gone  down  before  the  first  had  come  educated  the  children  of  the  miners  at  their  own 

iq>,— a  double  blast  of  hydrogen  gas  took  place,  expense,  and  given  them  proper  it^trmation  re* 

epeding  the  nectwre  qfthe  danger  to  be  avoided,*^^ 

*  The  grotto  del  Osnl,  a  small  cavern  tn  Italy, 

about  four  leagues  tram  Naples,  oonUins  a  stratum  *  See  Monthly  Macoztna,  voL  xzzlU.  p.  680,  and 

of  carbonic  acid  gas.    It  has  been  a  common  prac-  vol.  xxxlv.  p.  46S. 

tiee  to  drive  dogs  Into  the  cavern,  where  they  suffer  I  This  section  of  the  present  work  was  written  In 

H  temporary  death,  for  the  entertainment  of  stran-  1816,  and  the  facts  referred  to  tn  It  happened  within 

freri.  But  a  man  enters  with  perfect  safety,  and  feels  three  or  four  years  of  that  date.   Since  that  period 

no  particular  inconvenience  byetanding'  In  It,  be*  Sir  Humphrey  Davy's  ingenious  contrivance,  called 

cause  his  mouth  is  considerably  above  the  surfkice  the  eafety  lamp,  has  been  Invented,  by  means  of 

of  the  stratum  of  deleterious  air;  but  were  be  to  which,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  many  accl 

lie  down  he  would  be  instantly  suffocated.    The  dents  in  coal  mines  have  been  prevented,  and  many 

mme  precaution  may  also  be  useful  in  walking  lives  preserved  from  destruction.  The  peculiar  pro- 

•  hrau^h  certain  caverns  in  our  own  conntiy.  peity  of  this  lamp  Is,  that  the  mftier  may  move  aboial 
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Wan  &«  •rnkinf  mioan  anfull;  iMmided 

imagined.    Prom  an  induction  of  a  Ttriaty  nt 

facta  rf  ihi,  kind,  as  .taltd  fa.  the  public  paper* 

phan.  ud  iU  chrnuc*]  proparlioa,  ■nd  particu- 

and. 

other  periodical  works,  in  the  juv  1811, 

tha. 

pen. 

on.  ware  k.ll<^  by  lightning,  or  at  the  rata 

bj  >  judicium  aelwtiijn  of  ehjmica]  aiperi- 

ofa 

Aouaand  pernu  e.efy  fifty  yeara,  during 

BwnU,  «nd  •fan  Uio  propar  prmciicil  hinU  snd 

ummar  monthi  of  that  Tew,  within  Ihe 

limit,  of  our  iaUnd ;  be.idai  Iha  violent  ahocki 

cwuDt  ba  :ha  lout  douU  that  il  would  b«  (i- 

aipe 

rianced  by  othen,  which  did  not  imincdi- 

Itelj 

'  proira  fatnl,  and  Ihe  damage  occaiioned  10 

S 

of  hit  Iiboun,  h«  wiU  frequantl;  nuh   hisd- 

laailr  within  the  limlu  of  dugar;  wharau,  ■ 

7X.-^. ' 

nriat)-  of  ou.»  which  maj  ponibl;  be  in  u> 

tion  ■round  him,  will  proceod  in  <tnry  Hep  with 

jndgnMDt  ud  caution,  and,  whara  dwiger  ia 

^fS^  "i"  I"™"  f^  """  to  a  plac.  of 

JTH'h^r-n'M  toA^  gr. /IroJKWJ  (y  th)  ilrslw 

art  frt^aaiUji  owmr  (d  ■(noraiiH.    It  is  itilt  to 

G 

Bleclric  fluid  and  Iho  l«wii  of  ill  oparalion,  no 

ail  ailualiooi,  whBthEr  in  Iha  hou»,  in  Iha 

A 

*tn»l,  in  Iha  open  field,  in  a  carriage,  of  on 

honabadi,  ahall  aerre  ai  a  eompleto  proleetion 

trom  the  rayacai  of  lightninf .    Till  aome  con- 

E 

■ubjected  to  aceidanla  from  alactrical  Mormi. 

Soeli  aoeidMU  are  nora  DiuMroiu  iDd  btaJ, 

•TM  inour  tanparale  climMa,  thu  ii  generally 

(bit. and aran  work brlla  lliht  In  ttomldil  of 

Ma  axplDaiTe  aiiiarei  vhicb  haire  >a  oFtea 

rough  ae)rllB(lBrofeo»Brwlro-(BU»e.  Thaapir- 
anty^fth  of  an  Inch  Huara.  (nd  tbg  IMcbun 
'.  Tlnpaniirf iliBUioparep-l.  The 


H  or  copper  plate,  u>  wtUeh  (ha  rlnc  of  lut-  lunpr— Fls  the  lamplbrowih^upa  bril 

r— »v»  tft  Ibud.    0.  Four  or  all  thick  verUcal  C  li  Iha  reaervoir,  aupi>llriil  with  oil  hj 

wLm, Joining  Ihe  clKem below  with Uie lop  plaie,  E  Eli  a  rranie  of  tMrkwire  to  pmiec 

and  larrbtf  ai  protectlnf  plIlaTa  rouod  the  cage.  nuaa,  A  A  A  A.  which  lu*  a  douolatof 

When  tha  wlra^auaa  aafaty  laiidp  lalighladand  naran  una  ring  P  allat hcd  to  IE  Tor  The  c 

Introduced  Into  an  aimsaphei*  cndnaiv  mind  sfevrylnflt.   Tie  wire  lauie  U  wsti 

wtth  iKHlinp,  tha  Im  Mftet  of  the  nnHanp  la  u  the  rln  B. 

la  laniltli  and  alia oriha  Itaua.   Vbaa  KotwIlhauuidlnitheullllLyDf IhlilnTi 


a  Braltf  ■irong     rlomajeir  paiui  In  which  »f 
il  will  It  tin  lu     paraeulaitr  la  England. 
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■lie«i(  and  oattla,  and  to  public  and  private  ediF-  grate  or  not.    For  wImb  there  is  a  fire  in  the 

ficei ;  and  H  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  most  of  grate,  the  fire  contains  the  following  conduc- 

tlie  individuals  who  were  killed  by  the  lightning  tor8,--4anie,    smoke,  rarefied  air,  and  soot, 

had  either  taken  shelter  under  trees,  or  were  in  Even  when  diere  is  no  fire,  the  soot,  with  which 

situations  adjaeent  to  beUs  or  befi-wires.    The  the  floe  is  lined  is  a  conductor ;  and  from  the 

•iperirace  of  succeeding  years  proves  that  c  superior  height  of  the  chimney-shaft    above 

linular  number  of  disaaters  of  this  kind  annu-  every  other  part  of  the  building,  it  is  more 

ally  take  place.    It  is,  however,  more  than  pro-  Uable  than  any  other  part  of  the  house  to  be 

baMe,  that  at  least  half  the  number  of  accidents  strud[  with  lightning.    In  a  house,  too,  giH 

arising  from  the  same  cause  might  have  been  mirrors  or  picture-fraines,  lustres  or  burning 

avertMl,  had  the  nature  of  lij^tning,  and  the  candles,  bell-wires,  and  all  metallic  substances, 

laws  which  regulate  its  movemenu,  been  gene-  should  be  carefiiUy  avoided,  as  they  aiibrd  so 

rally  known.    SeUomayear  passes  but  we  are  many  points  of  aUraction,  which  ndgfat  deter- 

infiirmed  by  the  public  prints  of  some  peraon  or  nine  the  course  of  an  electric  discharge*    The 

other  having  been  killed  by  li^tning,  whei^  safest  position  is  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  if 

taking   shelter  under  a  large  tree,-— of  whole  not  near  a  kistro,  a  bell,  or  any  thing  hanging 

fiunilies  have  been  struck  down  wheA  crowding .  fixun  the  ceiling;  and  if  we  place  the  chair  on 

around  a  fire-place,  during  a  thunder-storm,—  which  we  sit  on  a  bed  cr  mattress,  ahnoet  every 

of  one  person  having  been  struck  when  stand-  possible  danger  may  be  avoided-*    Such  are  a 

ing  beside  a  bell-wire,  and  another  while  stand-  few  maxims  easy  to  be  recollected  and  put  in 

ing  under  a  bell  connected  with  the  wire,  or  practice,  by  attending  to  which,  not  a  few 

tti^er  a  lustre  hanging  firom  the  ceiling.  accidents  from  electrical  explosions  might  be 

There  can  be  Utde  doubt,  that  a  considerable  averted, 

number  of  such  accidents  would  have  been  pre-  In  the  next  place,  tNVMWt  aeddtmii  ham  Jkq»- 

vented,  had  the  (bBowing  fects  respecting  the  pmedjhmigmraaeeofoertamflinn  nuckamieai 

nature  of  lightning  been  extensively  known :—  pt'nc^piet.   For  examfje,  serious  accidents  have 

That  lightmng  is  a  fluid  of  the  same  nature,  sometimes  occurred  from  the  vrant  of  acquaint- 

and  is  directed  in  its  motions  by  the  same  laws  ance  with  the  Utm  of  moiiem.    Persons  have 

which  regulate  the  motions  of  the  electric  fluid  heedlessly  jumped  out  of  moving  vehicles,  and 

in  our  common  electrical  machines  *,— that  it  is  got  their  legs  wad  arms  sprained  or  dislocated, 

attracted  and  conducted  by  trees,  water,  mois-  and  firom  one  boat  to  another  when  both  were  in 

ture,  flame,  and  all  ^inds  of  metallic  substances ;  rapid  motion,  and  run  the  risk  of  being  either 

— 4hat  it  is  most  disposed  to  strike  hi|^  and  bruised,  drenched,  or  drowned.    But  had  the 

pointed  objects ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  must  be  efleds  of  een^ioim^mofioii  been  generally  known 

dangerous  to  remain  connected  with  or  in  the  and  attended  to,  in  all  thoee  cases  where  it  oo- 

immodiate  neighbourhood  of  such  objects  when  curs,  it  wouU  have  prevented  many  of  those 

a  thundercloud  is  passing  near  the  earth.  accidents  which  have  happened  firom  persons 

Hence  the  following  precautionary  maxims  rashly  jumping  out  of  carnages  when  in  rapid 

have  been  deduced,  by  attending  to  which  the  motum,  or  attempting  to  jump  firom  the  top  of  a 

personal  accidents  arising  from  thunder-storms  movinc  cylinder,  in  vriiich  cases  they  are  always 

mij^t  be  in  a  great  measure  prevented.    In  the  precipitated  vnth  violence  in  a  direction  dif- 

open  air,  during  a  storm,  rivers,  poob,  and  ferent  firom  vidiat  they  expected,  fipMn  the  ob- 

every  mass  of  water,  even  the  streamlets  aris-  vious  effects  of  a  combination  of  fiirces.    Boats 

ing  from  a  recent  shower,  should  be  avoided,  and  carriages  have  been  sometimes  overset  by 

because  water  being  an  excellent  conductor,  persons  rismg  hastily  when  they  were  in  danger 

might  determine  the  course  of  an  electrical  dis-  of  such  accidents,— ^rom  ignorance  of  the  prin- 

charge  towards  a  person  in  contact  with  it,  or  ciple,  that  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  moving 

in  its  immediate  neighbourhood.   All  high  trees  vehide,  by  such  a  practice,  is  raised  so  as  to 

and  shnilar  elevated  conductors  should  also  be  endanger  the  line  of  direction  being  thrown  be- 

avoided,  as  they  are  in  more  danger  of  being  yond  the  base,  when  the  vehide  must,  of  course, 

strudc  than  objects  on  the  ground ;  and,  there-  be  overturned ;  whereas,  had  they  clapped  down 

fore,  a  person  in  contact  with  them  exposes  him<  to  the  bottom,  they  would  have  brought  down 

self  to  imminent  danger,  should  the  course  of  the  line  of  direction,  and  consecjuently  Uie  centre 

the  lightning  lie  in  that  direction.    But,  to  take  ct  gravity,  ikrther  within  the  base,  so  as  to  have 

our  station  at  the  distance  of  thirty  or  forty  prevented  the  accident  and  secured  their  safety, 
paces  firom  sucll  objects,  or,  at  such  a  distance 

as  may  prevent  us  firom  being  injured  by  die  •  It  has  bsen  genemlljr  tboufibt  that  the  oeUar  la 

splinters  of  wood,  should  the  tree  be  struck,  b  g»  R^S"?f*'*  situation  duilnff  a  tbundeMionn , 

J .  ^  ., ' .    ^.        .J.    »         '  but  this  l8  true  only  In  certain  cases.   When  the 

more  secure  tnan  even  m  ttie  miost  or  an  <q|>ea  ii^tnlng  inooeeds  from  the  clouds,  It  is  unfuestioB* 

plain.    Persons  in  a  house  not  provided  widi  iSy  the  nsost  seewe  portion;  but  in  the  case  of  « 

aey  or  fire-|Hace,  whether  there  be  a  fire  u  the  of  the  buUding. 
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Tkt  nwMi  «f  (hta  will  ^riup*  mon  pluBl]>  far  thn*  hnodrail  jiait.  Bui  ii>«ri>  u  dUiiimHl 
■nmr  fina  lb*  fbOowini  tiplirmwiM : — Ths  ■nclian,  of  uy  ecuidaniilB  •IsTalioD,  U  be 
•iiicn  y  P"'^  ■  t^at  piHDt  of  ^  boilj  liiout  plaoad  upoo  ita  top,  il  would  undoabtviUy  mnu 
whiih  all  iu  pMM  ira  is  ifiiili&rw,  or  bduBa     Imnbl*  imorami, 

«&ah  gthsr;  ud  oouvqoaiidy,  if  Ihii  point  be  To  4  Kjinewbtt  limilar  cauvOjin  oomtHiutkdl 
nipported,  ilu  Hhole  bodji  tnll  be  U  niC,  ud  nilli  bee^iueu  ud  ignonikoe,  nkf  b«  u< 
caniBt  &IL  Ab  iBmfiurj  tins  dnm  ban  Ihx  orib«d  nunj  of  Ihoa*  mccidsBM  wbieti  »  (r»- 
caiim  of  irwrit;  of  ail}  bod;  lemrd*  Uia  owitro  queoilj  b^paa  at  ipiiiaiii^  milli  ud  otbar 
cf  (ka  «anh  ia  called  At  Ihm  ^  dntfioH.  Bo-  piecea  of  tavikuniry,  by  whicb  \ogn  and  anna 
die*  alaul  wiA  AnuMaa  afun  Aeir  bam,  whgn  an  loni  aaandar,  ud  tha  hnmu  frame  aooiD- 
thiaHoa&IUiiiMisdta  baa*;  tau if  iha lias  a(  limee oungled  ud  deatrojed. 
J»f»eli<«  faUiMrtl  the  baaa.Iha  body  will  be  Fatal  aecidenn  hare  likflwiiebappened^m 
•Nmmiad.  Thof,  dw  iocbriof  bod;  ABCD,  Itnmiwt/'lihe  ^MtprnbarfAy  (A<  rg^uliiM 
wben  tuBi*  at  frarilr  ia  E,  Haada  Erailf  on  ^  'v*'-  It  u  •,  wsU-known  optical  fui,  that 
iti  haaa  CDKF,  bacaufa  ihe  Una  of  diraotion  when  a  raj  ol  ligbl  paiau  fhaa  air  bio  water, 
KM  bUa  witbia  the  baie.  Bui  if  a  waigbt,  ai  and  ii  iftia  rafracted,  Ibe  liae  of  Oie  asgla  ol 
ABOHibe  bid  i^aa  Ibe  top  of  tbe  bodj,  the  ineidcrKe  i>  in  proportica  to  the  eioa  ofthean^ 
centre  of  grarlLf  of  tba  wtwle  bod;  ud  wai^  of  reftactiun  u  faar  to  Ifarae.  From  tbit  cir- 
togatbai  ia  tailed  up  to  I ;  and  Ihsa  ai  the  hne  euDHlance  it  bappeni,  that  poob  aod  rireti  ap- 
af  diraotion  ID&U*  without  tha  bua  u  D,  the  p«*r  ihtllDwar  Uianlhejraallyare— ifaeiicbu- 
"  '        ~         ■      -  ■  nela,  when  TiewectfrDfa  Ibair  brink,  beinf  app^ 

rantlj  bigfaar  tlwa  their  iwe  poaitioD,  io  (he 
pr<^i«tiiai  cf  tbrea  to  four  j  as  that  a  rirar  eijfat 
feat  daap  wlU  appear  inm  ila  bvtk  to  ba  aolj 
■ii.  Thii  fact  m,j  ba  ai  uj  liae  pHveirad  in 
« tub  or  pail  bll  of  water,  wbeca  Ihe  bottom  of 
I  reaaal  wilt  obfiouily  ^paar  to  ba  raised  a 


iUapptraatdapthcoiiaequantlyditaiiiiahed.  In 
conaaquenee  of  tlui  optical  illuaiDO,  which  u  not 
faoerilly  known,  ■■■■;  t,  iraTallar  u  well  m 
uabT  a  achoolboy  haa  loot  hie  life,  by  ii^poaiBg 
the  bonom  of  a  elaot  tiTar  Io  be  witlun  bic 
depth,  u,  when  he  itandl  on  the  bank,  the  bot- 
tom will  appear  ooa-fbunh  naarar  ihe  nirftca 
than  it  really  ia, 

Thii  will  ai^iear  eridanl  tma  Ihe  foUow* 


ku  iDuatratiDna  : — If  >  ray  of  li|ht-AU 
oUiilualj  rmm  air  into  water,  intlaadoTo 
ibg  in  coune  in  Ihe  direct  line  CB,  it  takaa  Ibv 


Tba  (owar  ofPlaa,  In  Ital.',  leaiii  rimaa  Ite 
ail  of  Iba  perpandiadar,  »  dial  aliaapn  (ra 
rfraid  to  pu*  nndar  tt ;  hul  a*  Ihe  phnnat  at 


M  daofar  of ftning,  if  ila  matariab  heap     dH«etianCH,uid  approaehai  Ihe  perpendiodat 
r;  andbaaeeU  haa  itood  b  this  ilUa    PF, m  inoti &  loaiuiar,  Ihu  tba ufla  of  r«fii« 
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doQ  PCH  ii  len  than  its  angle  of  incidenoe  aee  the  mooiii  oo  her  risingi'totallj  ecKp»^<i; 

EGA.    AE  is  the  srae  of  the  angle  of  inci-  while  the  sun  is  still  seen  in  Sie  opposite  pan  oi^ 

dence,  and  HP  the  sine  of  the  angle  of  refrae-  the  horison ;  and  that  the  stars  and  planets  are 

tion ;  and  the  proportltm  they  bear  to  each  other  never  seen  in  the  places  where  they  really  ar«, 

is  as  four  to  three.    If  a  small  body,  thereforei  except  when  they  are  in  the  zenith,  or  point  di* 

were  placed  at  H  and  viewed  from  the  point  A,  rectly  over  our  head. 

ft  would  appear  as  if  it  were  raised  to  the  point  Many  affecting  and  fatal  accidents  have  hap^ 

B,  or  one4ourth  higher  than  it  really  is.  pened,  and  are  frequently  recurring,  particu- 
larly to  children,  and  females  in  the  higher  ranks 
of  life,  yrom  ihtir  dothei  cttehmg  Jbre,  most  of 
which  might  be  prevented,  were  the  two  ibUow» 
ing  simple  facts  universally  known  and  practi- 
cally applied,  that  JUime  has  a  tenderuy  to  mouM 
vpuxardM;  and  that  air  u  essentia^  rtquwUfw 
aupportmg  it.  When  the  clothes  of  females 
take  fire,  as  the  fire  generally  begins  at  the 

^B  lower  parts  of  their  dress,  so  long  as  they  con- 

^^^^^^^  tinue  in  an  upright  posture  the  flames  naturally 

^^^^^^^  ascend,  and  meetmg  with  additional  fijel  as 

C  they  rise,  become  more  powerful  in  proportion; 

This  may  be  farther  illustrated  by  the  follow-  whereby  the  neck,  the  head,  and  other  vital 

ing  common  experiment.  Put  a  shilling  into  the  parts  of  the  body  are  liable  to  be  most  injured  { 

^  bottom  of  an  empty  bason,  at  C,  and  walk  back-  and,  by  running  fi-om  one  part  of  the  room  to 

wards  till  it  appear  completely  hid  by  the  inter-  another,  or  from  one  apartment  to  another,  as  is 

ception  of  the  edge  of  the  bason ;  then  cause  most  fi^uently  the  case,  the  air,  which  is  the 

water  to  be  poured  into  the  bason,  and  the  shil-  fiiel  of  fira,  gains  free  access  to  every  part  of 

ling  will  instantly  appear  as  if  placed  at  the  their  apparel,  and  feeds  the  increasing  flame, 

point  D ;  for,  being  now  in  a  denser  medium,  In  such  cases,  the  sufferer  shouM  instantly 

it  appears  raised,  or  nearer  to  its  surface.    Be-  throw  her  dothes  over  her  head,  and  roll  or  lie 

fore  the  water»was  poured  in,  the  shilling  could  upon  them,  in  order  to  prevent  the  ascent  of  the 

not  be  seen  toftere  it  loos ;  now  it  is  seen  when  flames  and  the  access  of  fresh  air.    When  this 

it  i$  not.    It  is  not  the  eye  that  has  changed  its  cannot  conveniently  be  effected,  she  may  stiQ 

place,  but  the  ray  of  light  has  taken  a  new  di-  avoid  great  agony,  and  save  her  life,  by  throw- 

rection,  in  passing  from  the  water  to  the  eye,  ing  herself  at  full  lengtli  on  the  floor,  and  reeling 

and  strikes  the  eye  as  if  it  came  from  the  piece  herself  thereon.     Though  this  method  may  not, 

of  money.    This  experiment  may  be  varied  as  in  every  case,  completely  extinguish  the  flame, 

follows : — Take  an  empty  bason,  and,  along  the  it  will  to  a  certainty  retard  its  progress,  and  pre- 

*  diameter  of  its  bottom,  fix  marks  at  a  small  dis-  veut  fatal  injury  to  the  vital  paru.    When  as- 

tance  from  each  other,  then  taki  it  into  a  dark  sistance  is  at  hand,  the  by-etanders  should  im- 

room,  and  let  in  a  ray  of  light ;  and  where  tliis  mediately  wrap  a  carpet,  a  hearth-nig,  a  great 

falls  upon  the  floor,  place  the  boson,  so  that  its  coat,  or  a  blanket,  around  the  head  ami  body  of 

marked  diameter  may  point  towards  the  win-  the  sufferer,  who  should  be  laid  in  a  recumbent 

dow,  and  so  that  the  beam  may  fall  on  the  mark  position,  which  will  prove  a  certain  preventive 

most  distant  from  the  window.    This  done,  fill  from  danger.    During  the  year  181S,  the  author 

the  bason  with  water,  and  the  beam  which  be-  noted  down  more  than  ten  instances,  recorded 

fore  fell  upon  the  most  distant  mark,  will  now,  in  the  public  prints,  of  females  who  were  burned 

by  the  refractive  power  of  the  water,  be  turned  to  death  by  their  clothes  catching  fire,  all  of 

out  of  its  straight  course,  and  will  fall  two  or  which  might  have  been  prevented,  had  the  sim- 

three  or  more  marits  nearer  the  centre  of  the  pie  expedients  now  stated  been  resorted  to  and 

basoo.  promptly  applied. 

It  is  owing  to  the  circumstance  now  stated,  It  may  be  remarked,  in  the  next  place,  that 

that  an  oar  partly  in  and  partly  out  of  the  water  mrnqr  i(ftho  diteaoeo  to  wkkk  mankind  art  tM6- 

appea^  brcjcen ;  that  objects  appear  distorted  ioet — particularly  fevers,  smat'-pox,  and  other 

when  seen  through  a  crooked  pane  of  glass ;  that  infectious  disorders— might  be  prevented  by  the 

a  fish  in  the  water  appears  much  nearer  the  sur^  diffusion  of  knowledge  in  relation  to  their  na^ 

face  than  it  actually  is ;  and  that  a  skilful  marks-  tin^,  their  causes,  and  the  means  of  prevention, 

man,  ui  shooting  at  it,  must  aim  considerably  It  cannot  have  been  overkx)ked,  in  the  view  of 

below  the  place  which  it  seems  to  occupy.    It  the  intelligent  observer,  that  fevers  and  other 

is  owing  to  the  refractive  power  of  the  atmos*  infectious  disorders  generally  spread  with  the 

phere,  that  the  sun  is  seen  before  he  rises  above  greatest  facili^r  •»!  make  the  most  dreadful 

the  horizon  in  the  morning,  and  after  he  sinks  havoc  among  the  lower  orders  of  society.  This 

beneath  it  in  the  evening;  that  we  sometimes  is  otving,  in  part,  to  the  dirty  state  in  whicU 
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(heir  hooses  are  kept,  every  part  of  wMcb  aP>  nubet^nce,  and  makes  little  impression  on  the 
{brds  proper,|Milerials  for  the  produotioo  and  organs  of  sense,  they  seem  to  act  as  if  it  had  la 
detention  of  pestilential  efflinriai  and  their  igno-  existence.    Hence  we  find,  that  no  attention  is 
raace  of  the  impurtaoce  of  pure  atmospherical  paid  by  tlie  lower  orders  df  society  to  the  pro- 
air  to  animal  life,  and  the  consequent  neceasi^  per  ventilation  of  their  apartments.    In  some 
of  daily  ventilating  their  apartments.    It  is  also  cases,  the  windows  of  their  houses  are  so  fixed 
owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  custom  of  peii<  in  the  walls  as  to  be  incapable  of  being  opened , 
sons  crowding  intw  the  chamben  of  those  who  and  in  other  cases,  where  the  windows  are 
are  labouring  under  such  infeetious  diseases,  moveable,  they  ve  seklom  opened,  except  by 
and  thereby  not  only  increasing  the  strength  of  accident,  for  weeks  and  months  together ;  and 
the  infeetious  virus,  but  absorbing  a  portion  of  were  it  not  that  a  door  and  a  chimney  arc  to  be 
it  in  their  own  bodies,  to  spread  its  balefid  in-  found  in  every  habitable  apartment,  the  air 
fluence  in  a  wider  cirde.    Such  a  conduct  fre-  would  be  rendered  in  many  instances  absolutely 
quently  proceeds  from  a  want  of  ooavictiun  of  unfit  for  respiration.    Crowds  of  tailors,  wea- 
the  iideclious  nature  of  such  disorders,  and  vers,  shoemakers,  and  other  mechanics,  em* 
(rom  ignorance  of  the  rapid  manner  in  which  ployed  in  sedentary  occupations,  are  frequently 
they  are  sometimes  communicated  from  one  to  pent  up  in  close,  and  sometimes  damp  aparU 
another,  as  well  as  from  that  obstinacy  and  from  ments,  from  morning  till  evening,  without  ever 
those  inveterate  prejudices  which  are  always  thinking  of  opening  their  windows  for  a  single 
the  accompaniments  of  ignorance.    Though  the  half  hour  lor  the  admission  of  fresh  air;  wad 
cow-pojt  inoculation  has  been  proved  by  expert-  consequently,  are  continually  breathing  an  ot- 
ence  to  be  an  eflectual  prevemive  of  that  loath-  mosphere  highly  impregnated  with  the  noxious 
some  and  often  fatal  disorder,  the  small-pax,  yet  gas  emitted  from  the  lungs,  and  the  effluvia  peiw 
numbers  in  the  lower  ranks  of  life  cannot  yet  be  spired  from  their  bodies,  which  is  most  sensibly 
persuaded  to  use  this  simple  preventive,  and  felt  by  its  hot  suflfbcating  smell,  when  a  person 
will  rather  rtm  the  risk  of  experiencing  all  its  from  the  open  air  enters  into  such  apartments, 
disagreeable  and  dangerous  effects  both  on  their  The  sallow  complexion  of  such  persons  plainly 
own  persons  and  on  those  of  their  offspring,  indicates  the  enervating  effects  produced  by  the 
Their  obstinate  prejudices,  in  thb  and  similar  air  they  breathe ;  and  although  its  pemicioos 
respects,  are  increased  by  their  false  views  and  effects  may  not  be  sensiMy  fell,  it  graduallj^ 
reasonings  respecting  the  d<ictrine  of  the  divine  preys  upon  their  constitutions,  and  c^en  pr»- 
decrees,  and  the  providence  of  the  Almighty,  duces  incurable  asthmas,  fevers,  consumptions, 
They  imagine,  that  to  uvhice  one  species  of  and  other  dangerous  disorders,  which  are  fre* 
disease  for  the  prevention  of  another  is  attempt-  quentfy  imputed  to  other  causes.    Nothing  is 
ing  to  take  the  government  of  the  world  out  of  more  easy  than  to  open  the  windows'  of  an 
the  hands  of  the  Creator,  and  that  no  means  of  apartment,  and  other  apertures  that  communis 
preventing  disorders  can  be  of  any  avail,  if  the  cate  witli  the  external  air,  at  meal  hours,  when 
Deity  has  otherwise  decreed ;  not  considering  the  room  is  emp' v,  in  order  to  expel  the  conti^ 
that  the  Almighty  governs  the  world  he  has  minated  air,  and  admit  the  pure  vital  fluid.    No 
created  by  regular  and  invariable  laws,  and  ao-  medicine  or  restorative  is  cheaper  or  of  mora 
compiishes  his  decrees  through  the  intervention  importance  to  health  and  vigour  than  pure  atmo»« 
of  those  secondary  causes,  both  >natural   and  pherical  air ;  yet,  because  it  costs  nothing,  it  is 
moral,  which  are  continually  operating  in  the  little  regarded.    Hints  and  admonitions  in  r»* 
physical  and  intellectual  world.    Were  general  ferenco  to  this  point  are  seldom  attended  to ; 
knowledge  mote  extensively  diffused,  and  the  for  ignorance  is  always  proud  and  obstinate, 
Binds  of  the  multitude  habituated  to  just  prin-  and  the  inconveniences  supposed,  in  certain 
•iples  and  modes  of  reasoning,  such  fallacious  cases,  to  flow  from  the  practice  of  ventilating 
Tiews  and  opinions  would  be  speedily  dissipated,  particular  apartments  are  seldom  attempted  to 
and  consequently  those  physical  evils  and  djsor-  he  remedied.    It  is,  therefore,  presumed,  that 
ders  which  they  produce  would  be  in  a  great  ^are  a  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  atmoo- 
measure  prevented.  phere,  of  the  ingredients  that  enter  into  its  coon* 
Again,  to  ignorance  we  must  likewise  attri-  position,  of  its  indispensable  necessity  for  the 
bate,  in  a  great  measure,  the  pemiooiM  fffeeU  support  and  invigoration  of  anunal  life,  of  the 
ff  csnteminaled  mr  in  dwelUng'hMue^.     Pure  circumstances  by  which  it  i»  deteriorated,  and 
idr  is  essentially  requisite  to  the  health  and  t>f  tlie  baneful  effects  which  are  produced  by  its 
vigour  of  the  animal  system  as  wholesome  food  contamination,  more  widely  diffused,  its  use  and 
and  drink.     When  contaminated  by  stagnation,  imnortancc  would  be  more  diAv  appreciated,  and 
by  breathing,  by  fires  or  candles,  it  operates  as  the  disorders  which  flow  from  the  circumstances 
a  slow  poison,  and  gradually  undermines  the  now  stated  effeettially  prevented.* 
human  constitution ;  yet  nothmg  is  less  attended 

I  o  in  the  economy  of  health  by  the  great  majo-  ^  *%*?**"''*"*  ?f *  •fc!?*  *^  »"  Impressive  rasii. 

...     -  _    .._.      »  ^ ^    •-  s-  *    •     •  'ii  ner,  ths  danger  artslns  flnora  the  want  of  a  free  df- 

iiy  ot  mankmd.    Because  air  is  an  mvisime  cuiaUboandmiiuentckiiJigt  "if  air.   "in  the  lying 
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Much  benefit  might  also  be  preventedi  were  wwrmth,  an  of^oeite  oourae  w  most  freqqent*^ 

•  h»c»cUdge  of  the  meant  qf  rutonng  muptnded  puraued,  which  is  supposed  to  be  one  among  the 

owmslion,  in  cases  oT  drowning,  strangulation,  many  existing  causes  of  hydrocephalus  or  walet 

&c.,  generally  disseminated.    As  prompt  me»-  in  the  brain.    Instead  of  allowing  the  first  milk 

sures  in  such  cases  are  absolutely  necessary,  that  is  secreted,  which  nature  has  endowed  with 

niAny  fatal  effects  have  happened  fi»m  the  delay  a.  purgative  (juality,  to  stimulate  the  bowels,  it 

occasioned  by  medical  assistance  having  been  is  a  common  practice,  immediately  on  the  birtb 

at  a  distance ;  which  might  have  been  prevented,  of  a  child,  to  administer  a  variety  of  purgative 

had  the  proper  means  of  resuscitation  been  medicines  in  close  succession,  "  as  if,"  says  a 

known  and  immediately  resorted  to  by  the  per-  modem  writer,  "  to  prove  that  it  has  arrived  in 

sons  present  at  such  a  junctnre.    Were  the  nar^  a  world  of  physic  and  of  evils."     Instead  of 

ture  and  importance  of  the  fimction  of|Mrq)ira-  being  exposed  to  the  invigorating  effects  of  pure 

tun  generally  known  and  attended  to,  it  might  air,  and  kept  in  a  moderate  degree  (^  tempera^ 

likewise  be  Uie  means  of  {^eventing  those  di»-  ture,  they  we  too  frequently  confined  to  a  hut 

eases  and  disasters  which  flow  from  making  contaminated  atmosphere,  which  relaxes  their 

sudden  transitions  from  heat  to  cold,  whidi  are  solids,  impedes  their  respiration,  and  frequently 

the  origin  of  many  (atal  disorders  among  the  induces  &tal  convulsions.'*'  These  are  but  a  few 

labouring  classes.    If  a  man  is  thoroughly  coo-  examples  out  of  many  which  could  be  produced 

vinced  that  more  than  the  one-half  of  what  he  of  the  improper  treatment  of  children,  from 

eats  and  drinks  is  thrown  off  by  insensible  per-  which  multkudes  of  painful  complaints  and  daD- 

Bpiration,  he  will  at  once  see  the  importance  of  gerous  disorders  derive  their  origin.      It  is 

avoiding  eveiy  practice  and  evwy  circumstance  therefore  reasonable  to  believe,  that  were  ge- 

which  has  a  tendency  to  obstruct  the  operations  neral  information  on  such  topics  extensively  dis« 

of  this  important  fimction.  seroinated,  and  a  more  rational  mode  of  nurture 

The  last  example  I  shall  mention,  though  not  during  the  first  yean  of  infancy  adopted,  not 

of  the  least  importance,  is  the  fatal  effects  pro-  only  &tal  disorders,  but  many  subsequent  di»- 

duced  by  ignorance  ot  the  proper  mode  of  treating  eases  in  life,  might  either  be  wholly  prevented« 

Midren  dimng  AeJtrH  etagee  qf  infanejf.    It  is  a  or  at  least  greatly  mitigated. 

&ct  deduced  from  the  annual  registers  of  the  We  have  likewise  reason  to  conclude,  that  a 

dead,  that  one-half  the  number  of  diildren  bom,  general  dissemination  olt  knowledge,  by  direct* 

die  under  seven  years  of  age.    This  extraordv-  mg  the  mind  to  intellectual  enjoyments,  and 

nary  mortality  is  universally  imputed,  by  medi-  lessening  the  desire  for  sensual  pleasures,  would 

cal  writers,  to  wrong  management  during  the  lead  to  habila  of  eiAriet^  and  temperance.    In* 

first  and  second  years  of  their  infancy,  and  the  temperance  has  perhaps  been  productive  of 

practice  of  giving  anodyne  aromatic  medicines,  more  diseases,  miseiy,  and  fiital  accidents,  thaa 

Instead  of  clothing  infants  in  such  a  manner  as  all  the  other  causes  I  have  now  specified.    It 

to  give  free  scope  for  the  exercise  of  all  the  vital  has  benumbed  the  intellectual  faculties,  debased 

fimctions,  as  soon  aa  they  are  ushered  into  the  the  affections,  perverted  the  moral  powers,  de> 

world,  the  midwives  and  officious  matrons  fre-  graded  man  below  the  level  of  the  brutes,  and 

quently  vie  with  each  other  to  improve  upon  na-  has  carried  along  with  it  a  train  of  evils  de* 

ture,  by  attempting  to  model  the  head  and  to  structive  to  the  happiness  of  families,  and  to  the 

strengthen  the  limbs  by  the  application  of  fillets,  harmony  and  order  of  social  life.    Wherever 

rollers,  and  8waddling«4)«nds,  of  several  yards  intemperance  prevails,  a  barrier  is  interposed 

in  length ;  thus  loading  and  binding  them  with  to  every  attempt  for  raising  man  fitim  the  state 

clothes  equal  to  their  own  weight,  to  the  mani-  of  moral  and  intellectual  degradation  into  which 

festinjury  of  the  motions  of  their  bo%vels,  lungs,  he  has  sunk,  and  for  irradiating  his  mind  with 

\imbs,  and  other  animal  functions.    Instead  of  substantial  knowledge.    But  were  the  mind  in 

covering  the  head  with  a  thin  single  cap,  and  early  life  imbued  with  a  relish  for  knowledge 

Keeping  the  extremities  in  a  moderate  degree  of  acd  mental  eigoyments,  it  would  tend  to  witj^ 

draw  it  firom  those  degrading  associations  and 

to  hospital  of  Duuin,  two  theusuid  nine  hondnNl  P«r}»«  r^"«*»  ^'^'  ^  eh«ttony,  debauchery, 

and  forty-four  Infknts.  out  of  seven  thousand  six  «nd  drunkenness,   and    consequently  prevent 

hundred  and  fifty,  died  to  the  year  I7SS.  within  the  those  diseases,  accidents,  and  miseries,  which 

ftrst  fortnight  lh>m  their  birth.    They  almost  ati  «-..-;- w v  Inllftw  in  tKAir  tMin      A«tKA.i»..n 

expired in^nvuliiansimanyfoametat the  month;  ta7«nwly  foUowm  their  tram.    Asthehuroan 

their  thumhi  were  drawn  Into  the  palms  of  their  mmd  is  conUnually  m  quest  of  happiness  of  one 

hands ;  their  Jaws  were  locked;  their  feces  swelled;  description   or  another,  so  multitudes  of  the 

and  they  presented,  In  a  greater  or  loss  degree,  ^^,„/_„j  ;«.»„*-:^-Ji  k.„«  w.«„  i«j  »«  j^ 

•very  appearance  of  suffocation.   This  last  clrciun-  young  and  mexpenenced  have  been  led  to  de- 

stance  at  last  produced  an  inquiry  whether  the  vote  themselves  to  the  pursuit  of  sensual  plear- 

leoms  were  not  too  dose  and  insnfflclently  venti-  gnnM  ^  th«ir  ehiaf  aiwl  nlHmfttfi  nhiM^t  karuiaa 

lated.   The  apartments  of  the  hospital  were  na*  I?^.     "**"  ^®*  "r  «»5»««  object,  !><««»• 

dered  more  airy ;  and  the  consequence  has  been,  they  nave  no  conception  ot  enjoyment  from  any 
that  the  pnqioitlon  of  deaths,  acoordlnc  U>  the  i»> 

Kers  or  soscesdlag  yean,  is  diminished  from  Arst 

as.**  *8t6  the  Bcecedlng  note. 
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•Ifaer  quarter,  and  tre  altogether  icnoraiiC  of  the  b  the  nioet  eaaily  procured,  ao  that  kind  n( 
reihittd  gradfication  which  flows  from  iDtelleo-  knowledge  which  is  the  moet  beneficial  to  oiait- 
uial  pursuits.  In  the  prosecution  of  knowledge,  kind  at  large,  is  in  general  the  most  easily  ao 
die  rational  6icu]ties  are  brought  into  exercise*  quired.  Its  acquisition  would  not  in  the  leas? 
and  sharpened  and  invigorated ;  and  when  rea-  interfere  with  the  performance  of  their  regular 
son  begins  to  hold  the  aBcendancy  orer  the  de~  avocations,  as  it  could  all  be  acquired  at  leisure 
sire9  and  affections,  there  is  less  danger  to  be  hours.  It  woukl  habituate  them  to  rational 
apprehended  that  the  mind  will  ever  be  com-  reflections  and  trains  of  thought,  and  gradually 
pletely  subjected  to  the  control  of  the  sensitive  unfold  to  their  view  new  and  interesting  objec!'* 
appetites  <^our  nature.  of  contemplation.  It  would  have  a  tendency  to 
I  might  also  ha*e  stated,  that  many  physical  prevent  them  from  spending  their  hours  of  lei- 
evils  mi^htbe  prevented,  were  mankind  at  large  sure  in  foUy  or  dissipation,  and  wouU  form  an 
acquainted  with  the  characteristics  of  poisonous  agreeable  relaxation  firom  the  severer  duties  of 
plants ;— the  means  of  detecting  mineral  poi-  active  life, 
sons,  and  the  mode  cf  counteracting  their  e^ 

bete ;— 4he  proper  mode  of  extinguishing  fires,  . 
and  of  effecting  an  escapoi  in  cases  of  danger, 

£n^!!T"-  ''~^!l!!:^!*^  "  8KCTI0N  in. 

be  ailmded  to  in  tht  mtmagtmeiU  of  aUam- 

mtgrnetf*  Bte.  &c.    But,  as  a  minute  acquaint*. 

ance  with  some  of  these  subjects  supposes  a  Ov  thb  ivrLUKVcs  which  a  obitksal  oir- 

greater  degree  of  knowledge  than  could  reason-  rvuiow  or  mowlxdob  woitld  bavb  o» 


aWy  be  expected  m  the  general  mass  of  society,  »™"  P«0«BBSi  or  eaii  bbal  scibbcb. 
I  shall  not  further  enlarge.    The  few  examples 

I  have  selected  wiU,  it  is  presumed,  be  suflkient  '''^b  have  ahrcady  seen,  that  the  diffusion  of 

to  prove  and  ittustrate  the  position  stated  in  the  knowledge  among  the  general  mass  of  society 

beginning  of  this  section,  "  that  knowledge  ^^^  eradicate  those  false  and  superstitious 

wouki,in  mai^  cases,  prevent  dangers,  diseases,  «?«»><»•  which  have  so  long  degraded  the  hu- 

and  fatal  accidents."    If  it  be  admitted,  that  "'^^  mtellect,  would  inu-oduce  just  conceptions 

several  hundreds  of  persons  are  annually  de-  ^  ^*  »tt"butes  of  the  Deity,  and  of  his  operas 

slroyed  by  noxious  gases,  by  the  explosions  of  ^«>w  >"  ^  ■/■?«"*  .«f  "*i"'«»  «"*  ^ouW  aver^ 

finMiamp  b>  coal-mines,  by  the  stroke  of  lights  «  *?  ^^  8^*  ^  »»"»?**«.  "»n7  <^  t»wee  phy- 

ning,  by  their  clothes  catching  fire,  and  other  "<=^  •^»]"  to  which  the  human  race  hat  been 

aoeiJents ;  and  that  several  thousands  are,  dur-  wbjwted.    Although  these  were  the  only  ad- 

ing  the  same  period,  carried  off  by  infectious  ▼*"*«§««  to  be  derived  from  the  general  disse- 

diseases,  and  by  those  disease  which  are  the  «»■»»><»  of  knowledge,  they  wouU  be  suflicient 

effects  of  contaminated  air,  and  an  improper  to  warrant  eve^r  exertion  which  the  fi-iends  of 

mode  of  treatment  during  the  first  stages  of  in-  •««•«»  •^  of  humanity  can  make  to  accom- 

fimey ;  and  if  a  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  P^»*>  **^^  "»  important  object.    But  these  are 

respecUng  the  principles  and  facts  adverted  to  ^^7  »  f«w  of  the  many  beneficial  results  which 

above  would  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  one-half  ^«>*^»  doubtless,  flow  from  the  progress  of  ra^ 

the  number  of  such  physical  evUs  as  now  hap-  ^onal  inve8tig8.tions  and   scientific   pursuits, 

pen,  it  wiU  follow,  that  several  hundreds,  if  not  Knowledge,  in  ite  progress  through  the  general 

thousands,  of  useful  lives  might  annually   be  ">•»■  ^  ^o^i  »«<*  wn"»g  the  various  tribes 

preserved  to  the  community,  and  a  great  pro-  ^  mankind,  could  not  long  remain  confined 

portion  of  human  suffering  prevented ;  and  if  ''"thin  its  present  boundaries,  but  would,  in  aU 

so,  the  cause  of  humanity,  as  well  as  of  science.  Probability,  enlarge  its  circumference  nearly  in 

is  deeply  interested  in  the  general  diffusion  of  Proportion  to  the  extent  of  its  diffusion.    The 

useful  knowledge  among  persons  of  eveiy  n^  man  of  eniditlon  and  of  science,  who  now  ex- 

tion  and  of  every  rank.  ^'^  ^^'  influence  and  his  talents  to  enlighten  the 

In  the  conclusion  of  this  topic,  it  may  be  re-  ™»'»^  ^  ^is  feUow-men,  would  be  laying  a 

marked,  that  the  knowledge  requisite  for  the  foundation  for  the  expansion  of  his  own  mteUeo- 

porpose  now  specified  is  of  easy  acquisition.  ^^  ^«^»  »"^ «?  ™«  ^  »*"  successors  in  the 

It  requires  no  peculiar  strength  or  superiority  ■»™«  pursuits,  m  future  gei^eraUoas.     As  a 

of  genius,  nor  k»g  and  intricate  trains  of  ab-  "»*1'  ^^J  ^  ^^^>  ^7  «»»">«»  graduaUy  accu- 

•tract  reasoning;  but  is  capable  of  being  ao-  mulales  to  a  large  mass,  so  that  portion  of  know- 

qotred  bv  any  person  possessed  of  common  l«J«owe  already  possess,  u  its  progress  through 

sense,  when  his  attention  is  once  thoroughly  <*»•  ^"^"^  "^"ks  of  mankud,  would  have  iu 

directed  to  its  acqoisiUon.    Aa  the  food  of  the  ^<>^"™«  increased,  and  lU  present  boundaries 

Wly  vkiflk  is  the  most  salutary  and  iwirishing  extended,  so  that  new  scenes  of  imelteetual 

risiott   and   enjoyment  wouM  be  oootinualiy 

*Um  Appendix.  Vo.  VOL  opening  to  the  view.    In  aeoofdaace  with  these 
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yie^«,  I  ahtD  now  proceod  to  fllustrato  the    hnjbel$,  deduced  either  from  sinple  obsi^mi 
fiMktioa,  ti<Mi  vod  experiment,  or  from  a  compariioii  or  n 


Thai  a  gwn&ral  ^^ffkrien  iffhtowUdgt  wtmid    seriee  of  phenomena  and  experiments  viih  eacri 
und  to  tht  rtfid  uctvoMemtni  pf  utUMnal  td"    other.    Now,  every  oomparison  we  make  bt;- 


enct.  tween  two  or  more  objects  or  ideas,  is  an  act  ot 

We  are  placed  in  the  midst  of  a  scene  where  the  mind  affirming  a  resemUanoe  or  a  dis- 

a  Tast  multipUcity  of  objeeta  solicits  our  atten-  greement  between  the  objects  compared ;  which 

•ion.    WheUier  we  look  around  on  the  surfiwe  affirmation,  if  deduced  from  a  clear  view  of  the 

of  the  earth,  or  penetrate  into  its  boweb,  or  objects  presented  to  the  mind  or  senses,  is  ih* 

turn  oar  ejes  upwards  to  dse  surrounding  at-  declaration  <^  a  fact. 

mosphere  and  the  vault  of  heaven,  we  perceive  If  the  above  sentiments  are  just,  it  will  ibi 

an  immeuse  variety  of  beings,  celestial  and  low,  that  every  person  possessed  of  an  ordinary 

terrestrial,  animated  and  inanimated,  contuni-  eharw  of  nnderstanding,  and  whose  Mgans  c^ 

ally  varying  their  aspects  and  positions,  all  di&  sensation  are  in  a  sound  state,  is  capable  of  ae- 

fering  from  each  other  in  certain  points  of  view,  quiring  all  the  leadmg  truths  of  the  moat  useful 

yet  connected  together  by  various  relations  and  sciences,  since  he  enjoys  the  senses  and  fiM^U 

resemblanoes.  ties  requisite  for  the  observation  of  facts,  and 

Sdene^t  in  the  most  general  and  extensive  for  comparing  them  with  one  another.    And  if 

sense  of  die  term,  consists  in  a  perception  of  nicfa  a  person  is  capable  of  receiving  into  his 

the  resemblances  and  diflerenGes,  or  the  rela-  mind  truths  already  ascertained,  he  b  abo,  for 

tions  which  these  objects  have  to  one  another,  the  same  reason,  qualified  for  discovering  new 

and  to  us  as  rational  beings.    To  ascertain  the  truths  or  fitcts,  provided  he  be  placed  in  such 

almost  infinite  number  of  relations  which  sub>  circumstances  as  shall  have  a  tendency  to  pre> 

sist  among  the  immense  varie^  of  objects  which  eent  the  objects  of  his  pursuit  in  the  clearest 

compose  the  material  and  intellectual  universe,  point  of  view ;  that  he  have  an  importunity  of 

requires  an  immense  multitude  of  observations,  surveying  them  on  all  sides,  and  that  hu  atten* 

comparisons,  and  deductions  to  be  made  by  a  tion  be  firmly  riveted  on  their  several  aspects 

vast  number  of  observers  placed  in  various  cir*  uid  relations.    T^^at  one  man,  therefore,  exceb 

cumstances  and  positions ;  or,  in  other  "w^p,  another  in  these  respects,  u  chiefly  owing  to 

Ae  dueovtry  qf  on  immenm  nmnUier  ^  ''    *.  his  mind  being  more  particularly  directed  to  the 

All  science  may  therefore  be  confldv^  -v*  contemplation  of  certain  objects  and  relations, 

founded  xstkffuU  *  and  perhaps  there  wolH  6e  and  hb  mental  faculties  concentrated  tmon  them 

few  exceptions  to  the  truth  of  the  position,  were  When  a  person,  devoted  to  scientific  mvestiga* 

we  to  assert,  that  the  most  sublime  truths  and  tion,  discovers  a  new  fact,  it  b  not,  in  the  ma* 

deductions,  in  every  science,  when  stripped  of  jority  of  instances,  because  he  possesses  power* 

all  their  adventitious  circumstances,  simplified,  of  intellect  and  organs  of  sensation  superior  to 

and  expressed  in  the  plainest  and  most  perspi-  the  ofdinary  endowments  of  humani^,  but  be« 

cuous  terms,  mav  be  reduced  to  so  many  fkets.  cause  he  was  placed  in  diflerent  circumstances, 

This  position  might  be  illustrated,  were  it  ne-  and  had  hb  attention  directed  to  different  ob« 

cessary,  by  an  induction  of  particulars  from  the  jects,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  pereeive  rela 

various  branches  of  mathematical  and  physical  tions  and  combinations  which  had  been  either 

science.    That  '*  a  whole  b  greater  than  any  unnoticed  by  others,  or  which  were  placed  be- 

of  its  parts," — that  <'  the  square  described  on  yond  the  range  of  their  observation.    Oflmit, 

the  hypothenuse  of  a  right-angled  triangle  b  then,  which  b  generally  attributed  to  such  dia- 

equal  \o  the  sum  of  the  squares  described  on  its  racters,  may  be  considered  as  consisting  in  a 

rem«i»^it|{  eUes,"  are  facta,  the  one  deduced  concentration  of  the  rays  of  intellect  apon  any 

farm  llwji  f ation  or  simple  ii^tuition,  the  other  particular  object,  art,  or  science,  arising  from  a 

frnei  a  series  of  comparisons.    That  the  sun  b  lively  taste  wo  feel  for  that  particular  study.   It 

Ckn  centre,  around  which  the  pJhnetary  bodies  may  be  compared  to  a  hwwmg  Ism,  where  th« 

«<e«olve, — that  a  projectile  describes  a  para-  scattered  rays  of  light  are  rendered  poweifid 

bolic  curve,— 4hat  the  velocities  of  falling  bodies  by  being  collected  into  a  point, 

are  in  proportion  to  the  spaces  run  over,— that  In  so  far,  then,  as  we  are  able  to  direct  the 

fluids  press  in  all  directions, — that  the  pressure  &culties  <^  die  mind — however  moderate  a  d^ 

of  the  atmosphere  will  support  a  column  of  gree  of  vigour  they  may  poessaa    to  the  fixed 

water  to  the  height  of  above  thirty  feet,— 4hat  contemplation  of  scientific  objects,  m  so  &r  may 

the  elas^e  spring  of  the  air  b  equivalent  to  the  we  expect  that  new  relations  will  be  discovered, 

force  which  compresses  it^— that  the  angle  of  and  new  truths  elicited.    Bir  Isaac  Newton  was 

bcidence  of  a  ray  of  light  b  equal  to  the  angle  one  day  asked,  "  How  he  had  discovwred  the 

of  reflection,— that  the  north  pole  of  one  mag-  tme  system  of  the  imiverse  X*    He  replied, 

net  wilt  attract  the  south  pole  of  another,— that  ^  By  continually  thinlEing  upon  it."    He  was 

the  air  we  breathe  b  a  composition  of  oxygen  frequently  heaid  tq  declare,  that  "  if  he  had 

vid  nitrogen;  and  a  variety  of  similar  tnilhs^—  doM  the  worid  any  service,  it  was  dfie  to  m^ 
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ffking  liot  imdmtry  tmd  patUnl  thmfht,  that  he  by  the  circumstance  of  an  apple  faUiog  upoD  th« 

kept  the  subject  under  consideration  constantly  head,  as  he  was  sitting  under  a  tree  in  his  gar« 

beibro  him,  and  waited  till  the  first  dawning  den,  which  led  to  the  disco?ety  of  the  grand 

ooened  gradually,  by  little  9M  little,  into  a  ful  principle  which  unites  the  great  bodies  of  the 

and  clear  light.'*    Had  this  illustrious  philoso-  universe.     The  well-known  M.-.  James  Fer^ 

pher  been  bwm  of  barbarous  parents  in  the  wilds  guson,  author  of  several  popular  treatises  on 

of  Africa, — had  he  been  placed  in  circumstances  astronomy  and  mechanical  philosophy,  invented 

widely  diiTerent  from  those  in  which  he  actually  a  system  of  mechanics,  and  ascertained  the 

existed,  or  had  not  his  attention,  by  some  casual  laws  of  the  different  mechanical  powers,  when 

occurrence,  been  directed  to  the  grand  object  only  eight  years  of  age,  and  before  he  knew 

which  he  accomplished,  in  all  probability,  his  that  any  treatise  had  ever  been  written  on  that 

mind  would  never  have  ranged  through  the  ce-  subject.     The  accidental  circumstanee  of  see- 

Icstial  regions,  nor  have  discovered  the  laws  of  ing  his  father  lift  up  the  roof  of  his  cottage,  by 

the  planetar}'  motions.  means  of  a  prop  axkl  lever,  first  directed  his 

Afany  important  scientific  facta  require  only  mind  to  these  subjects,  in  which  he  afterwards 
a  certain  combinatioa  of  circunistances  to  bring  mad<^many  useful  improvements, 
them  to  the  view  of  any  common  observer.  To  If,  then,  it  be  admitted,  that  an  extraordinary 
discover  the  phases  of  the  planet  Venus,  the  degree  of  intellectual  energy  and  acumen  is  not 
satellites  of  Jupiter,  and  the  elliptical  figure  of  necessary,  in  every  instance,  for  making  useful 
Saturn,  after  the  telescope  was  invented,  ra-  discoveries, — that  the  concentn^on  of  the  men- 
quired  no  imcommoa  powers  either  of  vision  or  of  talfitculties  on  particular  objects,  and  tlxe  va^ 
intellect  in  Galileo,  who  first  brought  these  fiteto  rioos  circumstances  in  which  individuals  may 
Cu  view,  however  superior  the  faculties  he  ao-  be  placed,  have  led  to  the  discovery  of  impor- 
tually  possessed.  It  only  required,  that  he  had  tant&cta, — ^it  will  follow,  that  the  exertion  of 
a  previous  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  these  the  ordinary  powers  of  intellect  possessed  by 
planetary  bodies,  that  hu  mind  was  interested  the  mass  of  society  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose 
in  the  extension  of  science,  and  that  he  foresaw  of  prosecuting  scientific  discoveries,  and  that  the 
a  probability  that  new  and  interesting  (acts  more  the  number  of  scientific  observers  and  expe- 
might  be  ducovered  by  directing  his  new  in-  rimenters  is  increased  among  the  inferior  ranks 
Feuted  instrument  to  the  starry  regions.  And  of  society,  the  more  extensively  will  interesting 
when  once  he  had  despried  firem  his  observatoiy  facta  and  analogies  be  ascertained,  firom  whidi 
fBch  MOW  celestial  wonders,  every  other  person  new  and  importuit  principles  of  scimice  may  be 
whose  oiigans  of  vision  were  not  impaired,  with  deduced. 

a  similar  tube,  might  discover  the  same  objects.  A  n  amf^e  fiekl  still  remains  for  the  exeriioq  of 

Tet,  for  want  of  the  qualifications  which  Galileo  all  the  energies  of  the  human  mind.     The  sci- 

poesessed,  the  telescope  might  have  long  re-  ences  are,  as  yet,  far  removed  from  perfection ; 

nained  in  the  hands  of  tboiuands  before  such  some  <^them  have  but  lately  commenced  their 

discoveries  had  b«>en  made ;  and  it  is  a  fitct,  progress,  and  some  of  their  elementary  prin- 

that  though  the  t^wHCope  was  in  use  a  consider^  ciples  still  require  to  be  established  by  future 

able  time  before  Galileo  made  his  discoveries,  observations.      The  objects  of  nature  which 

fto  person  had  previously  thought  of  directing  it  science  embraces  are  almost  infinite ;  the  ex- 

to  the  planets ;  at  any  rate,  no  dtsooveries  had  istence  of  many  of  these  objects  has  not  yet 

been  made  by  it  in  the  heavens.  been  discovered,  and  muoh  less  their  multiplied 

The  discovery  of  now  truths  in  the  sciences,  rotations  and  combinations.  The  researches  of 
diorefore,  is  not,  in  most  instances,  to  be  as-  ages  are  stiU  requisite,  in  order  thoroughly  to 
eribed  to  the  exertions  of  extraordinary  powers  explore  the  universe,  and  bring  to  view  its  hid- 
nf  intellect;  but,  in  a  g^eai  minority  of  cases,  den  wonders.  In  order  to  bring  to  light,  as 
to  the  peculiar  series  of  events  that  may  occur  speedily  as  possible,  the  undiscovered  truths  of 
in  the  case  of  certain  individuals,  to  the  various  science,  we  must  endeavour  to  mcrease  the 
eircumstaniMs  and  situations  in  which  they  may  number  of  those  who  shall  devote  themselves, 
be  placed,  to  the  difiereat  aspects  in  which  cer-  either  wholly  or  in  part,  to  scientific  investiga- 
taln  olijects  may  be  presented  to  their  view,  and  tion  and  research.  And,  were  this  object  at- 
■ometimes  to  certain  casual  hints  or  occur-  tained,  in  all  probability,  the  number  of  u.«efu] 
ronces  which  directed  their  attentioa  to  parti-  truths  and  fiicts  which  woukl  be  discovered, 
cular  objects.  ^  spectacle-maker's  boy,  by  an  would  be  neariy  In  proportion  to  the  number  of 
accidental  experiment,  led  to  the  inventi<m  of  those  whose  attention  is  directed  to  such  ra- 
the telescope;  the  remark  of  a  fountain-player,  searches. 

who  observed  that  water  could  rise  only  to  thirty-  This  might  be  illustrated  from  the  history  of 

t«vo  feet  in  the  tubes  of  a  forcing  engine,  led  the  past  progress  of  science.    In  those  ages, 

Galileo  to  calculate  the  gravity  of  the  air.  wh«i  only  a  few  solitary  individuals,  here  and 

Newton's  attention  was  first  directed  to  a  pro-  there,  directed  their  attention  to  such  pursuits, 

^wnd  reseaidi  into  the  laws  of  &iling  bodies,  Uttle  or  no  progress  was  made  vk  the  various 
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deiiartmenld  of  human  knowledge;  nay,  aome-  tific  investigatora  now  existing,  twiwtjthtuintf 
limes  they  appeared  to  have  taken  a  retrograde  were  employed  in  surveying  the  various  locall- 
course.  During  the  dark  ages,  when  the  hu-  ties,  aspects,  end  operations  of  nature,  in  tlie 
man  mind,  fettered  by  papal  tyranny  and  super-  animai,  vegetable,  and  mineral  kingdoms,  on 
stition,  and  absorbed  in  sensual  gratiGcations,  thesur&ee  of  the  earth  and  the  ocean,  and  in 
seldom  made  excursions  into  the  regions  of  sci-  the  celestial  regions,— ^fcuiMft'wit  of  new  facts 
ence,  no  useful  discoveries  were  brought  to  would,  in  all  probability,  be  brought  to  K^ht, 
light,— science  was  not  only  at  a  stand,  but  the  for  one  that  is  now  discovered  by  the  present 
knowledge  and  improvements  of  preceding  agee  contracted  circle  of  6cienti6c  men  ;  from  which 
were  even  in  danger  of  being  entirely  oblite-  new  and  important  condutioM  in  the  arte  and 
rated.  But  no  sooner  had  the  human  intellect  sciences  might  be  deduced, 
burst  its  fetters,  and  the  number  of  rational  in-  Nor  let  it  be  objected,  that  the  great  bulk  ot 
vestigators  begun  to  increase,— no  sooner  had  mankind,  particularly  the  middling  and  the 
they  formed  themselves  into  regular  anoci-  lower  ranks  of  society,  are  incapable  of  making 
ations  for  scientific  purposes,  than  Science  and  any  important  discoveries  in  science.  If  what 
Art  were  aroused  from  the  slunyber  of  ages,  we  have  already  stated  be  correct,  they  are 
and  began  to  ukove  forward  towards  perfection  possessed  of  all  the  essential  requisites,  not  only 
with  accelerated  progress.  This  may  easily  for  acquiring  the  elementary  principles  of  know- 
be  traced  by  those  who  have  attended  to  the  ledge,  but  also  for  penetrating  beyond  the  circle 
history  of  science  during  the  last  160  years,  which  marks' the  present  boundaries  of  science. 
About  the  commenoement  of  this  period,  the  They  are  all  organized  m  nearly  the  aame  man* 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  and  the  Royal  ber,  (a  few  insulated  indhrkluals  only  excepted,) 
Society  of  London,  were  established.  These  and,  consequently,  hove  nearly  an  equal  apt»- 
soon  gave  birth  to  similar  societies  in  almost  tude  for  the  exercise  of  conceptkm,  judgmentt 
every  country  in  Europe ;  and  there  can  be  no  and  ratiocination.  They  hare  the  same  organs 
doubt,  that  the  advanced  state  of  knowledge  in  of  sensation,  and  the  same  powers  of  intellect, 
the  present  day  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the  as  persons  fin  the  highest  ranks  of  society, 
investigations  and  discoveries  made  by  the  The  grand  scene  of  the  universe  is  equally  open 
membm  of  those  associations,  to  their  joint  co-  to  peasants  and  mechanics,  as  to  princes  and 
operation  in  the  propagation  of  useful  know-  fcgislaiors ;  and  they  have  the  same  opporttt- 
ledge,  and  to  the  stimulus  they  afforded  to  intel-  nities  of  msiking  observations  on  the  phenomena 
tectual  pursuits.  of  nature,  and  the  processes  of  art,— nay,  in 
Would  we  then  accelerate  the  march  of  sc>*  many  instances,  their  particuhr  situations,  and 
ence  far  beyond  the  rate  of  its  post  and  present  modes  of  lifo,  i^rd  them  peculiar  advantages 
progress,— would  we  wish  to  extend  its  range  in  these  respects,  which  are  not  enjoyed  by  pei> 
far  beyond  its  present  boundaries,  nothing  is  so  sons  of  a  superior  rank.  In  short,  they  have 
Iflcely  to  effectuate  this  end,  as  an  increase  of  the  same  innate  curiosity  and  taste  for  relishing 
Ihe  number  of  scientific  experimenters  and  ob-  such  investigations,  provided  the  path  of  know- 
servers.  Let  a  certain  portion  of  rational  in-  fedge  be  smoothed  before  them,  and  their  at* 
formation  be  imparted  tothe  great  mass  of  man-  tentkm  thoroughly  directed  to  inletlectnal  an- 
kind,— let    intellectual   acquirements  be  exhi*  quisitions. 

UteJ  to  them  as  the  noblest  objects  of  pursuit,  Nor,  again,  shonki  it  be  objected,  that  an  at  • 

and  let  them  be  encouraged  to  form  associations,  tration  to  such  objects,  and  an  exquisite  relish 

fbr  the  purpose  of  mutual  improvement  and  sci-  for  mental  enjoyments,  would  unfit  them  for  ine 

entific  research.    By  these  means  their  attain  ordinary   dutiee   of  active   lifo.    Every  man, 

tion  would  be  directed  to  intellectual  improve-  under  a  well-regulated  government,  enjoys  a 

meat,  a  taste  would  be  excited  for  rational  iiK  certain  portion  <^  leisure  from  the  duties  of  hia 

▼estigations,  which  would  stimulate  them   to  stati<»,  which,  in  too  many  instances,  is  wasted 

make  farther  progress ;  they  would  soon  feel  an  either  in  listless  inaction,  or  in  the  pursuits  ol 

interest  in  the'  ejects  of  science ;  they  would  folly  and  dissipation.    This  leisure  is  all  that  ia 

listen  with  pleasure  to  the  accounts  of  disco-  requisite  fbr    the  purpose  in  view.    It  would 

Teries  which    are  gradually  brought  to  light  only  be  requisite  that,  during  its  cotMinuance, 

throughout  the  different  regions  of  physical  ir»-  the  train  cJT  their  thoughts  should  be  directed 

vestigation ;  and  would  be  stimulated,  from  a  into  a  channel  which  wonki  lead  them  to  more 

laudable  ambition  of  distinguishing  themselves  pleasing   associations,  and   more    substantial 

as  discoverers,  as  well  as  from  an  innate  love  pleasnres,  than  the  general  current  of  haman 

to  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  to  observe  those  thought  is  calculated  to  produce.    That  those 

facts,  to  make  those  researches,  and  to  instiuite  vrho  are  in  the  habit  of  exercising  their  f^hlM 

those  expenments,  that  might  have  a  tendency  on  rational  subjects  are  thereby  rendered  more 

to  enlarge  the  circle   of  human  knowledge,  unfit  fbr  the  common  business  of  life,  it  would 

Were  the  number  of  such  persons,  increased  but  be  absurd  to  suppose.    He  who  habitually  ex- 

'a  thousand-fold,  ao  that  for  ereiy  twenty  aden-  ereisea  his  judgment  oo  scienlific  ejects,  ii 
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frailitaly  inpniviiig  hu  moita]  powers,  and  mateiialfl  hare  undergone  aince  iia  original  for* 

■ust,  fltom  this  Tory  eircumstancei  be  better  niatioa,-^nd  the  causes  which  have  operated 

qualified  than  others  for  exercising  them  in  his  in  the  production  of  these  changes.    To  deter- 

partieuiar  trade  or  professiiHi.    For  the  habit  of  mine  such  objects,  it  is  requisite  that  an  im- 

exerting  the  intellectual  faculties  in  any  one  menso  variety  of  olMonrations  be  made  on  tn«> 

department,  must  necessarily  fit  them  for  vigor*  form,  position,  and  arrangement  of  mountains, 

ous  exertion  on  any  other  object,  whether  me-  --on  the  beds  of  rivers, — the  interior  of  caf> 

chanical,  agricultural,  social,  or  domestic,  to  verqs,— the  recesses  of  ravines,-- the  subterra* 

which  the  attention  may  be  directed..     The  neous  apartments  of  mines,— >the  fissures  and 

•vib  which  at  present  derange  the  harmony  of  chasms  which  abound  in  Alpme  districts, — and 

society,  so  far  from  arising  from  a  vigorous  ex-  even  on  1h»  bottom  of  the  ocean,  in  so  fiir  as  it 

ertion  of  intellect,  are  to  be  ascrib^,  for  the  can  be  explored ;  and  that  a  multitude  of  facts 

most  part,  to  an  opposite  cause.    The  intellee-  be  coQeoted  in  relation  to  the  materials  and  po- 

tual  powers,  in  the  case  of  the  great  bulk  of  sition,  the  elevation  and  inflexion,  the  fraction 

mankind,  lie  in  a  great  measure  dormant,  their  and  dislocation  of  the  earth's  strata — calcareous 

energies  are  not  sufficiently  exerted  in  any  de-  petrifactions— metallic  veins— decomposed  rocks 

partment  of  active  life ;  and  when  oocasicmally  —  mosses  —  rivers  —  lakes— eand-banks-^sea- 

roused  from  their  inactivity,  they  are  too  fre-  coasts — the  products  of  volcanoes*- the  com- 

queatly  exercised  in  the  arts  of  deception,  of  po^tioo  of  stone,  sand,  and  gravel— (he  organic 

mischief,  and  of  human  destruction.    To  direct  remains  cf  animal  and  vegetable  matter, — in 

the  current  of  human  thou|^t,  therefore,  into  a  short,  tllat  the  whole  surface  of  the  terraqueous 

different  channel,  besides  its  influence  on  the  plobe,  and  its  interior  recesses,  be  contemplated 

progress  of  science,  would  be  productive  of  in  every  variety  of  aspect  presented  to  the  view 

many  happy  effects  on  the  social  and  moral  of  man.    The  observations  hitherto  made  in 

eondition  of  mankind ;  and,  as  fkr  as  my  expo*  reference  to  such  multifarious  olijects  have  been 

rience  goes,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  I  have  chiefly  confined  to  a  few  regions  of  the  earth, 

found,  that  those  who  are  addicted  to  rational  and  the  facts  which  have  been  ascertained  with 

pursuits  are  the  most  industrious  and  respecU  mty  degree  of  precision,  have  been  collected, 

able  members  of  civil  and  Christian  society.  chiefly  by  a  few  individuals,  within  the  last  fifly 

The  above  hints  have  been  thrown  out  with  or  sixty  years.  From  such  partial  and  Umited 
the  intention  of  showing,  that,  as  all  science  is  researches,  general  principles  have  been  de- 
founded  on  facts,  and  as  every  person  possessed  duced,  and  theories  of  the  earth  have  been 
of  the  common  orsanixation  of  human  nature  is  framed,  which  couM  only  be  warranted  by  a 
capable  of  obserrmg  facts,  and  of  comparing  thorough  examination  of  every  region  of  the 
them  with  one  an<Mher,— as  the  discovery  of  globe.  Hence  one  theory  of  the  earth  has  sue- 
new  truths  is  owinff  more  to  the  oonoentratioa  cesshrely  supplanted  another  for  more  than  a 
of  the  mental  faculties  on  particular  objectt,  and  century  past.  The  theories  of  Burnet,  Whis- 
to  several  accidental  circumstances,  than  to  the  ton,  Woodward,  Buffon,  and  Whitehurst,  have 
exertion  of  extraordinary  powers  of  intellect,—  o^ch  had  iu  day  and  its  admirers,  but  all  of 
and  as  the  sciences  hace  generally  improved  in  them  are  now  fost  sinking  into  oblirion,  and  in 
proportion  to  the  mimber  dt  those  who  have  de*  the  next  age  will  be  viewed  only  as  so  many 
voted  themselves  to  their  cultivation,— so  there  philosophiaU  rhapsodies,  and  ingenious  fictions 
IS  every  reason  to  conclude,  that  the  diffusion  of  the  imagination,  which  have  no  solid  fbund»* 
of  genera]  knowledgsf  and  of  scientiiic  taste,  tion  in  the  actual  structure  of  the  earth.  Even 
and  consequently,  the  increase  of  scientific  ob*  the  foundations  of  the  Huttonian  and  Wemerian 
servers,  would  ensure  the  rapid  advancement  of  systems,  which  have  chiefly  occupied  the  atten- 
the  different  sciences,  by  an  increase  of  the  taon  of  geobgists  during  the  last  thirty  years, 
focts  in  relation  to  them  which  would  thus  be  are  now  beginning  to  be  shaken,  and  new  sys- 
discovered.  terns  are  constructing  composed  of  the  frag- 
ments of  both.     One  princ^>al  reason  of  tha 

I  shall  now  eadeavonr  to  illostrate  the  posU  divtrsity  of  opinion  respecting  the  true  theory 

dons  stated  above,  by  a  few  examples  in  relatioa  pf  the  earth,  undoubtedly  is,  that  all  the  fhcts 

to  two  or  three  of  the  physical  sciences.  in  relation  to  the  external  and  internal  structure 

Geology.— This  science  is  yet  in  its  infancy ;  of  our  globe  have  never  yet  been  thoroughly  ox- 

and  some  of  its  first  principles  require  to  be  coo-  plored.    Instead  of  retiring  to  the  closet,  and 

firmed  and  illustrated  by  an  induction  of  an  im-  attempting  to  patch  up  a  theory  with  scattered 

mense  number  of  facts  of  various  descriptions,  and  disjomted  fragmenu,  nnr  province,  in  the 

It  is  a  branch  of  knowledge  altogether  founded  mean  time,  is,  to  stand  Id  the  attitude  of  su^ 

upon  foots  palpable  to  the  eye  tif  every  common  veyors  and  observers,  to  contemplate  every  a»> 

observer.    Its  object  is,  to  investigate  the  inter-  pect  which  terrestrial  nature  presents,  to  colleci 

■al  structure  of  the  earth,— the  arrangement  of  the  minutest  foots  which  relate  to  the  object  la 

parts,— the  changes  whkdk  its  view,  and  then  leave  to  succeeding  generatJcsis 
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the  tuk  of  eonstraedng  a  thooiy  fipom  the  ma^        yatural  iliitoy.^It  is  evident  diat  the  ei* 
tetnls  we  thus  prepare.  tension  and  Improvement  of  this  department  vi 
Were  we  now  to  tuppoee,  that,  instead  of  one    knowledge  depends  almost  entirely  on  obbe^  /a- 
oliverver  of  geological  Caots  that  now  exists,     tkm.    Although  a  coosiderahle  accession  has 
thousands  were  distributed  throughout  the  daf"    of  late  yean  been  made  to  our  knowledge  in  this 
ferent  continents  and  islands,  having  their  minds     branch  of  study,  yet  much  still  remams  to  be 
oecasbnally  directed  to  such  investigations ;     accomphahed  befere  all  the  okyects  it  embraces 
that  the  miners  and  labourers  m  ooal-phs,  iron-    be  thoroughly  expkwsd.  Our  acquaintance  with 
mines,  and  quarries,  not  only  in  Europe,  but    the  zoology,  botany,  and  mmerakgyof  New 
throughout  Mexico  and  Pern,  in  the  East  and     Holland,  Polynesia,  Birmah,  China,  Tartary^ 
West  Indies,  in  Canada,  in  New  Holland,  in     Thibet,  Afiica,  and  America,  is  extremely  &• 
Southern  Africa,  in  the  ranges  of  the  Alps,  the     mited ;  and  even  within  the  limits  of  Europe, 
Andes,  the  Himalayas,  and  other  quartsrs,  ob»    numerous  unexplored  regions  still  lie  open  to  the 
served  with  attention  the  various  phenomena  of    iiiture  researches  of  the  natural  historian.    So 
nature  subject  to  their  inspection,  with  this  ob«    numerous   are  the  olyects  and  investigations 
ject  in  view ;  that  sailors,  missbnaries,  and  trs^     which  natural  history  presents,  that  although  its 
vellers  of  every  description,  contemplated  the     cultivators  were  increased  ten  thousand-lbid, 
different  aspects  ofnature  in  the  regions  through     they  would  find  suAdent  employment  in  the 
which  they  passed,  and  rec<Mrded  tiM  facts  which    proeecutionof  new  discoveries  for  many  centup. 
came  under  their  observation,  lor  a  similar  pur-    ries  to  come.  Even  those  minute  objects,  in  the 
pose ;  and  coukl  we  stiU  farther  Kippose,  that    animal  and  vegetable  Idngdoms,  which  lie  be* 
the  great  body  of  mankind  m  eveiy  dime  might,    yond  the  natunl  sphers  St  human  vision,  and 
at  no  distant  period,  have  thek  minds  directed     which  the  nucrosoope  alone  can  discover,  woul^ 
to  simflar  subjects,  there  cannot  be  the  least    aflbrd  scope  tor  the  investigations  of  thousands 
doubt  but  an  immense  multitude  of  im^iortant  of  ingenious  inquirers,  during  an  indefinite  seriM 
facta  woukl  soon  be  accumulated,  wluch  would  of  ages.    And  it  ought  never  to  be  forgotten, 
throw  a  striking  li^  on  the  constitution  of  our  that  every  new  olyect  and  process  we  are  ena» 
olanetary  gk)be,  and  on  the  changes  and  revolu-  Ued  to  trace  in  this  boundless  fieki  of  observa- 
tiens  through  which  it  has  passed,  which  would  tion,  presents  to  us  the.  Deity  in  a  new  o^psef, 
form  a  broad  basis  ibr  the  erection  of  a  true  and  enables  us  to  form  more  eidarged  concep- 
theory  of  the  earth,  and  tend  either  to  establish  tions  of  that  po^er  and  intelligence  which  pro- 
or  to  overthrow  the  hypotheses  which  have  hi-  duced  the  immense  assemblage  of  beings  with 
therto  been  framed.      Persons  in  the  lower  which  we  are  surrounded, 
spheres  of  life  have,  in  many  cases,  mote  fire-        Independently  of  the  additions  that  might  be 
quent  opportunities  of  ascertaining  facts  of  the  nuMle  to  our  knowledge  ef  ammals,  vegetable* 
description  to  which  I  allude,  than  many  others  and  nunerals,  there  are  several  facts  in  natund 
who  are  placed  in  an  elevated  rank.    Colliers,  history  which  might  be  more  precisely  ascer- 
quarriers,  miners  of  eveiy  deecriptioo,  and  the  tained  and  explamed,  were  common  labourers 
inhabitants  of  Alpine  distriAts,  are  abnost  daily  and  others  in  tlie  same  rank  of  life  inspired  with 
in  contact  with  objects  connected  with  geolo-  the  spirit  of  phikisophical  observation.   For  the 
gical  research ;  and  it  is  only  requisite  that  their  illustration  of  this,  I  shall  state  only  one  part^ 
attention  be  directed  to  such  inquiries — that  the  eular  circumstance.    It  is  a  fiu^t,  which,  how- 
knowledge  of  a  few  elementary  terms  and  prin-  ever  inexplicable,  must  be  admitted,  tliat  tsodlf 
ciples  be  imparted  to  them— ^at  they  be  di-  have  been  finmd  alive  in  the  heart  of  soUd  rocks, 
rected  to  classify  the  fiicts  which,  fall  under  their  and  in  the  trunks  of  trees,  where  they  have 
ob.«ervation— end  that  a  systematic  Bstof  que-  been  supposed  to  have  exirted  for  ages  without 
ries,  such  as  those  published  some  years  ago  by  any  apparent  access  to  nourishment  or  to  air. 
the  London  '*  Geological  Society,"  be  put  into  Such  facts  are  supported  by  so  numerous  and 
tlieir  hands.*                                                    ^  so  respectable  authorities,  that  it  woukl  be  vain 

to  call  in  question  their  reali^ ;  end  they  as- 

*  The  queries  to  wblcbl  refisr  may  be  seen  In  the  spme  a  more  mysterkius  aspect,  from  the  cir- 

••  Monthly  Magazine'*  for  June  1817.  pp.  48S-f.   A  cumstanoe,  that  toads:  when  placed  in  tiie  ex- 

fi!w  3rean  afto.  some  Interesting  faBBii  remains,  sop*  K«..-t-^  .«*.•••  »r..  •'.•iL^Mmn  ltk«  all  /«tk«* 

posed  lo  be  theteeih  and  other  bones  of  the  extinct  '  hausted  receiver  of  an  au>pamp,  »««  •«  other 

animal  designated  hx  the  name  of  MammaOi,  were  animals,  soon  loee  their  existsnee.    That  the 
almost  entltelr  destroyed  throuirh  the  ignorance  of 

some  labourers  In  the  parish  of  Horley.  who  hap*  ^.  ^  ^ 

pcned  to  hit  upon  them  when  digging  gravel.    After  have  been  a  thigh-bone ;  a  huge  bhide-bone  ]  and  a 

clearing  them  to  pieces  with  their  pick-axes,  and  tusk  of  ivoiy*  perfect  In  Its  fonn.  described  as  being 

finding  it  added  nothing  to  their  store  of  knowledge,  about  half  a  rod  In  length.**    Had  these  labourers 

*•  thej  threw  away  the  fragmenu  among  the  heaps  been  aware  of  the  Interesting  nature  of  sueh  fossils, 

of  gravel,  and  the  sohjeet  was  coniigniBd  to  obit-  they  might  have  been  all  preserved  entire  {  and  this 

vton ;  and  It  was  only  by  accident  that  two  entire  circumstance  shows  how  Important  such  occnr 

teeth  were  found  by  a  gentleman  In  the  neighbour*  lences,  and  the  observations  and  researches  of  com 

bood.   The  bones  supposed  to  have  been  either  de*  mon  labouren^  might  sometimes  prove  te  the  geola- 

scroifsd  or  kiM,  are  a  very  large  bone,  supposed  to  gist  and  the  genemi  fc»udent  of  nature. 
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toad  IS  not  tha  only  •mmalwliich  has  been  lound  produotioa.     Althoa|^  the  goneral  came  uf 

in  aimilar  inataneei,  appears  from  a  notice  in  thundfr'ttcmu  \a  in  some  measure  ascertained, 

the  Monthly  Magazine  ibr  April  1817,  which  yet  we  are  ignorant  of  the  causes  of  a  variety  of 

States,  that  **  a  large  lizard  or  serpent  was  found  phenomena  with  which  they  are  sometimes  ac* 

Sy  some  iiuners,  imbedded  in  a  stratum  of  mi-  companied,  and  of  some  of  the  chymical  agents 

pjdtol  substance,  and  tired  for  some  time  after  it  by  which  they  are  produced.    To  determine  the 

was  extricated."    As  the  mineral  substance  in  origin  of  mettarie  sConei,  the  particular  regions 

which  this  animal  was  found  was  at  the  bottom  in  which  they  are  produced,  the  causes  of  their 

of  a  deep  mine,  and  connected  with  the  surround-  extreme  velocity,  the  oblique  direction  of  their 

ing  strata,  we  are  ahnost  under  the  necessity  of  motion,  and  the  agents  which  concur  in  their 

ocmduding,  thijt  it  must  have  existed  in  that  state  formation,  has  hitherto  baffled  the  researches  of 

for  many  years.    Now,  it  is  proper  to  take  into  the  whole  i^osophical  world.  Even  the  nature 

consideration,  that  such  focts  have  been  disco-  of  fAc  doudt,  their  various  modifications,  their 

vered,  in  the  first  Instance,  by  labourers,  quar-  different  electric  states,  the  causes  which  com- 

riers,  miners,  and  others  engaged  in  laborious  bine  to  produce  their  precipitation  into  rain,  the 

occupatiotts,  who,  with  the  limited  knowledge  natnreof  evaporation,  together  with  an  immense 

they  preeendy  possess,  are  unqualified  for  at»  number  of  facts  requisite  for  laying  the  fouada- 

tending  to  all  the  oireumstances  which  require  tion  of  a  correct  theory  of  the  weiSher,  are  still 

to  be  nodoed  in  eonduetbg  philosophical  re-  hid  in  obscurity. 

searches.     Were  persons  of  this  desoriptioii        It  is  obvious,  that  a  thorough  knowledge  of 

accustomed  to  examine  every  uncommon  occur-  atmospherical  phenomena  cannot  be  acquired, 

renee  of  this  kind  with  a  philosophic  eye ;  were  before  we  have  ascertained  not  only  the  parti- 

Ihey,  in  such  cases  as  those  to  which  I  have  cular  iacts  and  appearances  connected  with  the 

now  referred,  to  examine,  with  accuracy,  whe-  atmesphere,  but  all  the  preceding,  conconutantt 

ther  chinks  or  fissures,  either  horizontal  or  per-  and  consequent  circumstances  mth  which  they 

pendicular,  existed  in  the  rocks,  or  were  couf-  are  generally  accompanied ;  and  to  deteraUDe 

■eoted  wilJi  the  boles  or  vacuities  of  the  dd  such  particnlars  requires  an  immense  variety  of 

trees,  w^ere  toads  were  found  alive ;  and  were  observatimis,  both  by  day  and  by  night,  through 

every  other- circumstance,  which  a  scientific  in-  all  the  regions  of  the  earth.    Before  such  hen 

festigator  wouki  take  into  accoont,  accurately  be  more  fiilly  ascertained,  our  attempts  to  ao» 

ebserved  and  recorded,  such  observations  might  count  for  various  atmospheHcal  i^enomena  must 

oltinwtely  lead  to  some  rational  ezplanatioas  of  prove  unsatisfactory  and  abortive.    Hence,  the 

fueh  unaooouatable  focts.     At  any  rate,  as  causes  assigned  by  philoeophers  of  the  last  cei»- 

those  who  bek»g  to  that  class  of  society  to  tury  for  the  production  of  rain,  hail,  dew,  fir»> 

which  I  aUude,  have  many  opportunties  of  con-  balls,  and  other  meteors,  are  now  considered  no- 

templatins  the  various  objects  and  operations  of  gatory  and  erroneous ;  and  few  will  be  boki 

Che  material  world,  their  accumulated  observa^  enough  to  maintain  that  we  have  yet  arrived  at 

tk»s,  when  scientifically  directed,  could  not  fail  the  knowledge  of  the   true  causes.     If  these 

of  enlarging  our  knowledge  of  fiwts  yi  several  sentiments  be  admitted,  it  will  follow,  that  an  ii^ 

departments  of  the  history  of  nature.  creased  number  of  observers  of  the  scenery  of 

Af«tooroA>gy<— In  this  department  of  phyncal  the  atmosphere,  ui  difierent  climates,  with  a  sd- 

science,  numerous  facts  still  remam  to  be  asceiw  entifip  object  in  view,  could  not  fiul  of  increasing 

tained,  before  we  can  attempt  to  explun  the  our  knowledge  both  of  the  phenomena  which 

causes  of  various  interesting  phenomena.    We  take  plaoe  in  the  regions  of  the  atniosphere,  and 

have  hitherto  been  unable  to  collect  with  preci-  of  the  powers  of  nature  which  operate  in  their 

rion  all  the  facts  m  relation  to  the  cfivernfied  production 

phenomena  of  the  atmosphere,  and  are  still  at        With  respect  to  the  aurorm  bormlmf  some 

a  Ums  to  explain,  on  known  principles,  the  causes  data  might  be  ascertained  for  determining  theur 

which  operate  in  producing  many  atmospherical  height  above  the  surfoce  of  the  earth,  which 

appearances.    We  are  stitt  in  a  great  measure  ni^t  lead  to  a  discovery  of  their  true  cause, 

igiMirant  of  tiie  aurora  baniliMf  with  respect  to  were  a  multitude  of  observers,  m  different  places, 

its  nature  and  origin,  its  distance  from  the  sur-  at  the  same  moment,  to  take  the  altitude  and 

face  of  the  earth,  what  precise  connexioa  it  has  bearing  of  any  particular  coruscation,  partwih- 

with  the  magnetic  and  elee^c  fluids,  and  why  larly  dt  the  modification  of  this  phenomenon 

it  has  been  fSw|uently  seen  at  some  perk>d8,  and  which  assumes  the  form  of  a  rainbow  or  lumi- 

been  invisible  at  odiers.    We  are  in  a  simiUr  nous  arch,  which  can  instantly  be  done  by  noting 

state  of  ignorance  in  regard  to  UaniniomM  and  the  series  of  stars  which  appear  about  die  mid- 

<ifrry  SMtisrs,— «s  to  their  difierent  species  and  die  or  sides  of  the  are  at  any  particular  instant, 

varieties,  the  velocity  and  direction  of  their  mo-  By  this  means  the  parallaetic  angle  might  be 

ttons,  their  influenee  on  other  atmospherical  phe-  found,  and  the  distances  of  the  ^hcw  of  obser- 

Rcmena.  on  vegetadon,  and  on  the  weather,  and  vation,  or  their  difibrence  of  latitude,  if  (tireetf  j 

die  principles  in  nature  which  operate  in  their  north  and  south  of  each  edier,  would  fbrmbase 


40  ON  THB  GENERAL  DIPPUSION  OF  E370WLEOGS. 

feoM  lor  determiiiing  the  perpendicular  elevation  precUinn  than  thoee  uf  ahnoet  any  otiiw  depart* 

oTtbe  phenomenon,    tn  referenoe  to  luminoua  ment  of  seience,  yet  many  <2efjdirialB  requisita 

meteors,  as  they  are  most  frequently  eeea  in  rhe  to  its  perfection,  still  remain  to  be  ascertamed. 

night-time,  men  of  science  and  persons  of  ele-  The  late  discovery  of  several  new  planets,  both 

vated  rank  have  seldom  opportunities  of  (^Merv-  primary  and  secondary,  leads  us  to  condude, 

ing  their  diversified  phenomena,  and  the  circum-  that  other  globes  of  a  similar  nature,  belonging, 

stances  with  which  they  are  preceded  and  ac»  to  our  system,  may  still  lie  hid  in  the  distant 

oompanied.     But  while  perscxis  of  this  class  spaces  of  the  firmament.    The  spherc»dal  figure 

are  reclining  cm  beds  of  down,  or  regaling  them-  of  some  <^  tlie  planets— their  periods  of  rotft- 

selves  at  the  festive  board,  hemmcNi  in  from  the  tion— the  nature  of  the  changes  which  appear  to 

view  of  the  surrounding  sky  by  the  walls  and  take  place  on  their  surfaces  or  in  their  atmo^ 

curtains  of  their  splendid  apartments,  many  in  pberes— the  precise  nature  of  the  solar  spotSi 

the  lower  walks  of  life  are  **  keeping  wateh  by  the  causes  of  their  changes,  and  the  influence 

night,''  or  travelling  from  place  to  place,  who  which  those  changes  produce  on  oar  earth  or  aU 

have  thus  an  opportunity  of  observing  every  mosphero    the  parallax  of  the  fixed  stars—the 

variety  of  atmospherical  phenomena ;  and  it  is  rate  of  motion  of  the  planetary  system  in  abso* 

not  unlikely  may  have  seen  several  species  of  lute  space — die  gradual  formatioB  of  nebulfl»-«i 

luminous  and  fiery  meteors  unknown  to  the  sd-  the  nature  of  variable  stars— the  number  of  co^* 

entific  world.     Were  persons  of  this  descrip-  roots,  their  periods,  the  nature  of  their  tails  and 

tion,  particularly  watchmen,  s<^diers,  sailors,  atmospheres,  and  their  uses  in  the  system  of 

mail-coach  guards,  p<^cemen,  and  such  like,  nature— with  many  other  interesting  particulars 

capable  of  observing  such  appearances  with  ofa  similar  description,  still  remain  to  be  ascer* 

scientific  interest  and  accuracy,  and  of  record-  tained.    To  determine  such  objects,  requires  a 

ing  their  observations,  various  important  addi-  multiplicity  of  long^continued  observations  in 

(ions  might  be  made  to  the  facts  which  compose  every  region  of  the  heavens ;  and  it  must  be 

the  natural  history  oC  the  atmosphere.  evident,  that  the  more  we  increase  the  number 

SfDular  additions  might  be  maide  to  our  know-  of  astronomical  observers,  the  greater  diaaee 

ledge  of  thunder-storms,  were  their  f^ienomena  we  shall  have  of  acquiring  a  more  accurate  and 

and  concomitant  droiunstances  accurately  noted  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  bodies  which 

by  a  vast  number  of  persons  in  different  places,  roll  in  the  distant  regions  of  the  universe,  and 

ft  might,  for  example,  be  determined,  from  a  of  the  relations  they  bear  to  one  another,  and  to 

multitude  of  observations  made  with  this  special  the  whole  system  of  nature, 
object  in  view,~-at  what  distance  firom  the  earth        This  portion  might  be  illustrated  by  a  frw 

a  thunder-cloud  may  ejq>lode  without  dangjsrf  examples.     The  surface  of  Jupiter  has  beea 

-—in  what  circumstances,  and  at  what  elevation  found  to  be  diversified  with  a  variety  of  spots 

It  generally  attains  its  striking  distance,  and  and  belts :  the  belts,  whidi  are  considerably 

brings  us  within  the  range  of  its  destructive  in-  darker  than  the  general  sur&ce  of  the  planet, 

fluence  7 — what  particular  effects,  hitherto  un-  are  observed  to  vary  in  their  number,  distance, 

observed,  are  produced  by  lightning  <hi  animal,  and  position.    Sometimes  only  one  or  two,  and 

vegetable,  and  mineral  substances  ?— io  what  sometimes  seven  or  eight  belts  have  been  ob« 

practical  purposes  its  agency  might  be  applied,  served ;  sometimes  they  are  quite  distinct,  and 

-^nd  how  its  dostnictive  ravages  might  be  at  other  times  they  seem  to  run  into  each  other ; 

averted  or  dtmmishedf    The  same  remarks  and,  in  some  mstances,  the  whole  surface  of  this 

will  apply  to  the  angular  phenomenon  of  mete-  planet  has  appeared  to  be  covered  with  small 

3ric  stones.    These  have  seldom  been  observed  curved  belts  that  were  not  oontimKNis  across  hii 

It  the  instant  of  their  descent  by  men  addicted  disk. 

to  philosophical  research ;  but  chiefly  by  pea-         The  following  figures  represent  some  of  tha 

sants,  labourers,  and  mediames,  who,  at  pro-  diversified  views  which  Jupiter  tometimes  ex* 

sent,  are  generally  unqnalified  for  attendfaig  to  hibits. 

every  circumstance  in  the  preceding  and  conoo-        Fig.  1,  is  copied  finm  Dr.  Long,  and  appeara 

mitant  phenomena  oonneeted  with  dieir  descent,  to  be  one  of  the  views  of  this  planet  taken  bf 

with  the  discerning  eye  of  a  philosopher;  and  the  celebrated  Cassmi.    It  consists  of  about 

therofijre,  we  may  sdll  be  ignorant  of  certain  nine  different  belts.    Fig.  t,  b  copied  from 

important  facts  in  the  history  of  the  fall  of  these  Schroeter,  and  exhibits  a  view  of  Jupiter  about 

booias,  which  may  loag  prevent  us  from  fbroH  the  time  of  its  occultation  by  the  moon,  on  the 

log  any  rational  theory  to  explain  their  causes,  7th  of  April  179S.    Fig.  S,  is  one  of  Sir  W. 

ar  to  determine  the  regions  whence  their  origin  Herschel's  views  of  this  phuiet,  as  it  appeared 

ll  derived.  on  the  28th  May  1780,  when  the  whole  disk  at 

ufMrononqf. — My  next  illustration  shall  be  Jupiter  appeared  covered  with  small  curved 

taken  from  the  science  of  astronomy.    Though  belts,  or  rather  lines,  that  were  not  oontinuoos 

Uiis  b  among  the  oldest  of  the  sciences,  and  its  across  his  disk.     Fig.  4,  contains  a  view  which 

general  principles  are  establbhed  with  greater  is  nearly  the  appearance  which  Jun^'^exhiniia 
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•IpKKiu,  md  whv^ii  iMloiuefaiUflSimufiun  Ihaltb*  dafiomoe*  ef  oo>  ntghl  b«  nipptisdbf 

kii  ippeviDce  for  •arsnl  yean  put.     ThaH  uMbar,  utd  Itas  gBDaral  ooDcliiaiacM  dadnced 

•ppaanncn  uaj  ba  (aan  bf  4  good  aehronw-  rrom  a  compariaoii  oT  all  Ibe  obaamtiau  Ukaa 

Oc  lalaicope,  m>fniffin|  froni  80  10  ISO  timaa.  togachar ;  ud  it  muld  ba  raquudla,  tbil  iha 

TbaH  Tiewi  dmunilnla,  Ibat  ehaagei  of  ooo-  jdaca*  of  abasnalkn  ba  in  difleraal  caiDtriea, 

'■Uarabla  mtgnimda  tn   tioewanaliy    la^ani  that  Iha  daficianej  oTDbaarfalua  tDonii  placa, 

Iilaco,«lbarad  IheVir&oa  or  in  (he  atmoapbara  occajiooad  bj  a  cloudj  aUDoapbara^  niffat  ba 

of  ihia  plaoat,  whidi  it  would  ba  of  101110  impniw  eompanaalad  faj  [hsaa  nwta  ia  (be  lOTaia  ik; 

(aaoa  [o  aacartain,  in  ordar  to  our  acquiring  A  oTanflthar.     Snob  a  aariaa  of  obaarratiooa,  1^ 

■ura  istiauie  kooirladia  of  iha  phjnical  cau&  tbmgfa  thaj  abouUI  Dot  laad  ta  latiifiutorx  cod- 

tntion  oT  Ibij  clolia.     Now,  irara  a  oamber  of  doaiou  In  ralition  to  Iha  pailiculan  mir  flaled, 

obaarvan,  iadiShraat  pUeaa,  to  nark  ihaaa  ap-  codd  aoaroaly  IWil  tt  limwinf  aotna  additiofwl 

paarancai,  and  U>  daliiMata  tha  lapect  oT  thia  light  00  tba  nature  aad  cooililuliaa  oT  Ibii 

plaMI  during  Iba  if»£a  of  two  or  thna  periodi-  planat. 

eal  reralmioaa,*  iMrkiBgtba  pariodi  of  ibedif-  With  raapact  la  the  plaaM  I''mm,  (li*  aulhor 

feiant  duom,  and  notiag  at  Ibo  •ama  lime  tha  anoia  lima  ago  aaoorlavHd  fnn  oliaarT»tion,t 

poailioiu  of  hb  aataUilaa— b  migbt  ba  aaoai^  that  lUa  pluet  maj  bo  diotiootjy  M«n  In  iha 

ninod,  whathar  dioaa  dungai  ars  oMuioood  day-tima,  at  tha  tina  of  ili  ■■pviir  cvgunclioa 

bj  udea,  which  ara  difarenilj  affectad  aooord-  wilb  the  ion,  whan  h  pfaaenia  lo  dia  aarth  a 

fog  to  ibo  poaidoi  of  hi(  moow,  or,  bj  bnoMnaa  fiiU  cnlighiansd  hoTniiphara  {  pnnidsd  ili  gao- 

alrUa  of  douda,  or  othsr  changai  that  taka  centric  laiiiuda,  or   dininoa  from  ihe    lun'i 

plaea  in  hia  aOBoaphara,  orbTaonie  graal  phj-  canlrc  altbatinMba  notleaalbaii  latV.  Thii 

aicml  raTohMiiiaa  whWl  aro  oceaaionallf  agila*  ia  tha  caJy  poaitica  (axcapl  at  tba  tbua  of  a 

tiag  tha  lurikea  of  diia  pianeL     Tha  obaornm  traniit,  which  happaoa  oidj'  odm  or  iwica  ia  ■ 
4f  nch  laeu  bahao*ad  10  bo  aiaaaioui,  in  ordar 

•  Sao  iricMaon-)  nn.  JobmI,  n^  iionL  Mi 
Oct.  iBia— Edin.  Phil.  J4BTiial,ifo«T.  for  JaJylML 

■ThcuiniuloTpgrladlvlnniiiulanDf  JoplUila  -MnnllilT  Mi«,  Tnti.  iiit.  and  Aiiiiiaiui^ti.«a~ 

MMViHad  In  BFioai  aMron  ymn  and  no  nomiu.  Saou  MacailM  (M  int.  p.  H,  ka 


U  ON  THB  OBNERAL  DIFFUSION  OF  KNOWLEDOfc- 

II  III  ah  »i  I  jratn)  in  nliicfa  tlia  pgkr  ud  •qiuto-  iwil  obHirvka  cuhkM  be  aiada  liD  iboM  Um 

rill  diunaUn  of  diii  )iU]i«t  can  be  mtUDittl,  rana  time,  m  the  bUoomg  >T«iiD(,  when  it  •■ 

and  their  HiSarone*,  if  any,  ascertuiiedj  eo  ai  found  that  Iba  Hpot  hai  aurfod  frotD  A  ta  B. 

Udelamuae  whether  lie  figare,  like  Ihaliir  the  Bat  it  n  ■•iQ  imoenaui  wfaethai  the  ipot  hai  oolj 

auth  and  lerenl  other  planeli,  be  qitowU.  mared  tram  A  lo  B,  noce  the  lul  obiamlka, 

Bui  ai  ihie  pluMi  mj  not  heppeo  for  a  Krit<  or  bae  fiaiihed  a  complale  rerolutioa,  ud  mnd 

oT  jrein  to  be  Lathe  produ  poiilitd  for  luch  an  Ihe  diitanee  A  B  M  part  of  anoiher  reroluiioB 

obesmiioa,  liie  allenipt  (a  daiemine  iha  poiai*  roawl  the  aiu  at  the  ptanet.     Thii  poinl  can 

Dow  itaxcd,  ereti  whea  the  planet  happent  to  be  only  be  aiAertaincd  by  tracing  Iha  iBotiao  cf  tbe 

plaaed  in  tlM  reqtniilg  circunutaaHa,  would,  in  apatwnbdtn  intetrupLisD  for  10,  It,  or  Uhoun, 

all  probalHlitj,  fitil,  if  a  nuiiber  of  obeerran  M  wh«D,  if  Iha  rotation  b  jHrfunned  m  tSl  taxua, 

the  eaiBa  time,  in  diflereal  plai:«,  were  not  an-  the  inoliDa  of  Iha  ipol  could  ba  Irued  wilbmit 

(af  ad  in  Iha  obeariatioa ;  on  acsount  gf  Ihe  tnlerrnpliao  irma  Ihe  whola  diik  of  the  planet. 

''inij  cf  enjoying  a  flerene  ekj  aJ  one  par-  Bui  such  an  oberq^atini  could  only  be  Dude  in 

'  IB  Iha  ob-  the  daj-dma,  in  a  eereoe  >ky,  and  by  maun  o( 

lereai,  by  aqnalonal  inetnunEiiti,  and  by  nunbere  of  otk 

.    U  placai,  eerveninififiarent  placaa,wberetbeatlenli[nii 

M  M  if  being  deter-  directed  to  the  eama  obfect.     But  Ihe  bmili  to 

Bined.     Hie  diapotea  reepecdng  die  period  ot  which  I  am  coniined,  in  throwing  out  tbeaa  cur* 

nMlim  of  lU*  jAmat  (whMliar  it  be  13  hour*  lory  hku,  preteni  iH  fromeBining  inlacmuu 

fOminuUii,  or  14  daym  B  houri)  mi^t  aiaobe  detaila. 

■ttrfkce  with  equatorial  laleacopei  b  the  day-  toremarb,  thai  were  the  numberofthovewboae 

time  i    particularly  in  thoaa    eouthera  cliuM*  atientiiHi  ii  (Kncted  10  *  iDrraj  tl  the  beaTene 

wnera  the  air  ii  lerene,  and  iha  aky  eibiUu  a  coniidarahly  increaaed,  many  oTlhoaa  ecceairk] 

deep    aiura,  where,  b  all  probability,  epoie  bqdiee,  which  pan  and  rapMi  wMnn  the  orbiM 

would  be  dieeorered,  vrLich  could  be  tmced  in  '  ef  Iha  planets  without  being  pofcoved,  couM  not 

their  BHtiou  Ibr  •ueceeaTe  parioda  of  twelra  tail  oThnng  delected.    Were  multkudea  rfiud 

boura  or  ntOre,  which  woi^  datermiDe  to  a  cep-  paraooe  engaged  in  axploril^  4a  eeleatial  r^ 

t^ly  the  poml  ia  queitian.  giooe,  on  uppoeite  ndee  of  the  globe,  thoaa  ca 

The  (iiUtiwing  figure  and  SIpluttion  will  petw  uwti  which  pan  within  iha  lioila  id"  our  rieir, 

ha^  land  ta  ahow  the  reutn  of  the  dieputa  ukI  which  are  abore  our  horinn  only  in  the 

which  Imi  afioin  in  raferooce  to  thia  point.    Let  day-time,  and  cooaequently  inrinbifl,  wouU  be 

A  raftaMM  a  ^lot  oo  Iba  matte*  of  Vanoi.  daiaciad,  during  tha  ni^i,  by  our  aniipodea  in 

die  oppoaite  region!  of  the   ^obe.     By   lUa 

maani  Iha  Dumber  of  tboae  boiiai  beloiging  to 


rately  delermiaed.  With  nipecl  to  thejtsaf 
liar;  particularly  thace  taimed  variatU  Uart, 
the  reiulta  of  •  multhude  of  olHrratione  made 
by  diScrenl  penone,  might  lead  ua  to  detemine, 
whether  Ihnaa  change*  in  brighnaei  which  they 
undergo,  arise  from  the  Imailarf 'irga  planeti 

analogoui  toourottn,''*<if  wheLbar  Ihay  beo^ 
caaioned  by  large  epole  which  periodically  inier- 
poae  between  our  eight,  and  then  diiappcar  in 
the  couraa  of  their  rotalioor-"'  wbether  the 
dutance  z£  vueh  etara  be  changed  by  th«r  r^ 
voJnng  in  a  long  nairow  elt^iae,  whoee  Irana- 
aaeo,  by  the  naked  eye,  ooly  "rea  aiia  ia  lioiaied  nearly  in  our  Ime  of  rv 
"'    '    bra  lUHiaa,  orinthe     eten.     Id  Iha  BeToral  nututcea  now  alaled,  an 

Br  auiwel— the  motion     immenae  Tariely  of  aucceenn  obeemitione,  ^ 

01  be  meed  nbore  an  hour  or  numareni  obaeiiere  at  different  iiatiaDi,  arers- 
I ;  and,  conaequanOy,  during  quinte  to  anconplieh  the  ande  in  view ;  but  the 
bmii*  of  Ibia  tectiDi)  prarenl  ma  from  enlatini 
Bto  thoaa  detaili  requiaita  Sir  randaiing  dw 
hintanow  wngeitad  fta^imm  U>  IfaoM  wU 
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nfe  not  defoCad  their  attention  to  thb  sub*  wiriace,  were  such  nunutc  obserrmtkasutliaM 
|eet.  now  suggfsted  to  be  ctMitinued  for  a  seriee  «ff 
The  JMbon  being  the  nearest  celeitiBl  body  years,  which  might  afford  8eninbl<>  and  demon- 
to  the  earthi  it  might  have  been  expected  that  strative  evidence  of  the  moon's  being  a  habi* 
the  variety  of  •cenory  on  her  surfibce,  and  even  table  world.  Bur  before  attention  to  such  ob-^ 
some  parts  of  her  physical  constitution,  might  jects  become  general,  and  fhe  number  of  astro- 
have  been  ascertained  and  delineated.  Yet  all  namical  observers  be  increased  &r  beyond  wKat 
that  has  hitnerto  been  discovered  with  certainty  it  is  at  present,  such  discoveries  can  scarcely  oe 
in  relation  to  this  body  is,  that  her  surface  u  expected. 

stnldngly  diversified  with  mountains  and  valleys,  I  shall  <HiIy  remark  farther  on  this  head,  that 
with  vast  caverns  or  hoUows  surrounded  with  several  discoveries  have  been  made  by  accident* 
mountainous  ridges,  and  with  several  elevated  ^y  directing  a  telescope  to  certain  parts  of  the 
peaks,  whkb  rise,  Uce  a  sugar  loaf,  from  the  heavens.  It  is  well  known  that  Miss  HerscheD, 
middle  of  the  plains.  We  have  no  accurate  while  amusing  herself  in  looking  at  the  heavens 
delineati<Mi  of  the  lunar  scenery,  as  exhibited  in  through  Sir  William  Herschell^  telescope,  dis- 
the  various  stages  of  the  mom's  increase  and  covered  at  different  times  a  variety  of  comets, 
decrease,  except  those  which  have  been  pub-  which  mi^t  otherwise  have  passed  unnoticed 
lished  by  Hevelius  and  Schroeter,  which  have  by  the  astronomical  worid ;  and  several  of  the 
never  been  translated  into  our  language,  and,  new  phnets  which  have  been  discovered  within 
consequently,  are  very  little  known.  Mnst  of  the  last  60  or  60  years,  were  detected  when  the 
oor  English  books  on  astronomy  contain  nothing  discoverers  were  employed  making  observations 
more  than  a  pattiy  and  maccurate  view  of  the  with  a  different  object  in  view.'  The  splendid 
fyH  flison,  which  has  been  copied  by  one  en-  comet  which  speared  in  our  hemisphere  in 
graver  from  another,  without  any  improvements,  1811,  was  first  discovered  m  this  country  by  a 
ever  since  the  days  of  Ricciolus,  and  long  before  tamfert*  who,  with  a  reflecting  telescope  of  his 
the  telescope  was  brought  to  its  present  state  of  own  construction,  and  from  his  aawpU  as  an  ob- 
hnprovement.  It  is  not  from  a  telescopic  view  servatory,  descried  that  celestial  visitant  before 
of  the  JmU  moon  that  any  specific  deductions  it  had  been  noticed  by  any  other  astronomer  in 
can  be  made  respecting  the  appearance  and  North  Britam.  The  author  of  this  work  d^ 
arrangement  of  her  diversified  scenery ;  but  tected  this  comet  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  bo- 
from  loqg-contiaaed  observations  of  her  surface  fore  he  had  been  mformed  of  the  discovery, 
about  the  period  of  the  quadratures,  and  at  the  while  he  was  taking  a  random  sweep  over  the 
times  when  she  aswiimns  a  crescent  or  a  gibbous  northern  region  of  the  heavens.  He  had  d»> 
phase ;  for  it  is  only  at  such  times  that  the  sha^  reeled  his  telescope  to  a  certain  star  in  the 
dows  of  her  cavities  and  mountain-ridges  can  neighbourhood  of  tfrm  MajVy  and  immediately 
be  distinctly  perceived.  As  there  is  none  of  the  afterwards,  taking  a  general  sweep  upwards  and 
celestial  bodies  whose  constitution  and  scenery  downwards,  and  to  the  east  and  west,  an  un- 
we  have  so  excellent  an  opportuiuty  of  inspect-  common  object  appeared  iq  the  field  of  view, 
ing,  had  we  a  sufficient  number  of  astronomical  which,  after  a  little  inspectioD,  was  perceived  to 
observers,  ftimished  with  good  telescopes,  the  be  a  comet,  and  he  naturally  concluded  that  he 
surface  of  this  globe  might  be  almost  as  accu-  bad  made  the  first  diMOvery,till  the  newspaper* 
rately  deUneatM  as  that  of  the  earth,  and  the  afterwards  informed  him  th'at  it  had  been  de- 
most  prominent  changes  that  take  place  on  its  tected  a  day  or  two  before.  It  was  while  Sir 
surface  plainly  detected.  In  order  to  bring  to  W.  HerscheQ  was  inspecting  some  smaD  stars 
light  the  minute  parts  of  its  scenery,  it  would  near  the  foot  of  Coslor,  irith  a  different  object 
only  be  requisite  to  distribute  the  entire  surface  in  riew,  that  he  discovered  the  planet  which 
of  this  himmary  among  a  hundred  or  a  thousand  bearshis  name,  and  which  he  at  first  took  for  a 
observers,  allotting  to  each  one  or  more  spots  as  comet.  It  had  been  seen  thirty  yean  before, 
the  particttlsr  object  of  his  attention,  with  the  but  for  want  of  numerous  observers  to  mark  its 
understanding,  that  he  is  to  inspect  them  with  motions,  it  had  been  marked  in  catalogues  as  a 
care  through  every  variety  of  shade  they  may  fixed  star.  It  was  while  Mr.  Harding  of  Liti- 
exhibit,  and  during  the  different  stages  of  the  enthal,  near  Bremen,  ^as  forming  an  atlas  of 
moon*8  increase  and  decrease,  and  delineate  the  stars  so  far  as  the  eighth  magnitude,  that, 
the  different  aspects  they  may  present.  When  on  the  1st  September  1804,  he  discovered  in 
we  consider  that,  by  means  of  a  telescope  which  the  constellatkm  Pisces  the  planet  Juno,  one  of 
magnifies  f  00  times,  an  object  on  the  moon  that  the  four  asteroids  situated  between  the  orbito  of 
measures  only  800  yards  may  be  perceived  ss  a  Mars  and  Jupiter. 

visible  pomt,  and  by  one  which  magnifies  800  jf^  therefore,  mstead  of  a  few  infivkhials  oc- 

times,  an  object  not  larger  thah  IGO  yards  m  casionany  engaged  in  surveying  celestial  phe* 
ttiameter  may  be  distinguished— we  can  scarcely 

entertam  a  doubt,  tiiat  a  number  of  interesting  .  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^  fantiemaa  Is  Mr.  Tsltch,  aa< 

dliooveiies  njght  soon  be  made  on  die  lunar  i  believe  be  tssUes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ksto«. 
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nomena,  and  chiefly  confined  to  a  smaJH  portion  the  proceseee  of  the  arts,  in  inititvting  analj^ 
if  Europe,— were  thouMuds  and  ten  thousands  tical  ezperimentSi  and  in  prosecuting  eveiy  in> 
y  telescopes  daily  directed  to  the  sky  from  every  quiry  which  has  a  tendency  to  promote  its  im- 
region  of  the  earth,  and  were  dutinct  portions  provement.  It  is  chiefly  in  consequence  of  the 
of  the  heavens  allotted  to  distinct  classes  of  ob-  increased  number  of  its  cultivators  that  mis  sci- 
9enrers,  as  the  object  of  their  more  immediate  enoe  has  risen  to  the  distinguished  rank  it  now 
research,  every  portion  of  that  vast  concave,  holds  among  the  useful  departments  of  human 
with  the  numerous  gkibes  which  roll  within  ita  knowledge,  and  that  so  many  brilliant  disc<^ 
wide  circumference,  as  far  as  human  vision  as-  veries  have  rewarded  the  investigations  of  its 
sisted  by  art  can  penetrate,  would  ere  long  be  votaries.  Wrenched  from  the  giasp  of  empi- 
thoroughly  explored,  and  its  hidden  workis  di»>  rics  and  alchymists,  and  no  loncer  confined  to 
closed  to  view.  No  comet  couki  pass  within  the  the  paltry  object  of  searching  Sn  the  phUo$^ 
orbit  of  Jupiter  without  bebg  detected,—- the  phara  stomj  it  extends  its  range  over  eveiy  ob» 
undiscovered  planets  belonging  to  our  system,  ject  m  the  material  world,  and  sheds  its  influ- 
if  any  still  remain,  would  be  brought  to  view^—  enoe  over  all  the  other  departments  of  physical 
Che  perioffical  chaiifles  on  the  surfaces  and  in  acience;  and  as  its  votaries  increase  in  numbers 
the  atmospheres  of  the  planets  ab^ady  disco-  and  ki  perseverance,  it  will  doubtless  bring  to 
vered,  widi  all  their  diversified  phenomena,  light  scenes  and  discoveries  stili  more  interest- 
wouki  be  more  accurately  ascertained  and  deli-  mg  and  brilliant  than  those  which  have  hitherto 
neated, — Che  path  of  the  solar  system  in  abso-  been  disck»ed.  Uustrations  of  the  same  de- 
lute  space,  the  velocity  of  its  motion,  the  die-  scription  might  also  have  been  taken  from  op- 
Cant  centre  about  which  it  revolves,  and  the  tics,  electricity,  magnetism,  galvanism,  pneuma- 
eentre  of  gravity  of  the  nebula  to  which  it  be-  tics,  and  other  departments  of  natural  science ; 
k»gs,  might  be  determined,— Che  changes  and  but  having  protracted  this  section  to  a  dispn^ 
revolutions  that  are  taking  place  among  the  portionate  length,  the  mstances  already  stated 
fixed  stars^-the  undiscovered  strata  of  ne6tiia,  wiB,  I  presume,  be  suflicient  to  prove  the  truth 
—the  old  systems  that  are  going  into  decay, —  of  the  position,  **  that  a  general  d^ffueum  ef 
the  new  creations  that  may  be  emerging  into  JbieieMg*  wov^Amiso  ^oiMir/Wii|/hiefiee  on  CAs 
existence,  and  many  other    sublime    ejects  pngrete  af  tAenet.** 

which  at  present  lie  concealed  m  the  unex-        From  the  few  hints  now  given,  and  from  many 

plored  regions  of  space,  might  be  brought  within  others  that  might  have  been  suggested,  had  nn[ 

the  range  of  human  contemplation,  and  astro-  fimits  permitted,  it  will  appear,  that  much  sd 

nomy,  the  sublimest  of  aU  the  sciences,  ap-  remains  lo  be  aooompUshed  tttl  any  science, 

proximato  towards  perfection.  even  those  which  are  farthest  advanced,  arrive 

For  making  the  observations  now  suj^Msed,  at  perfection.      The  reason  is  obvious ;  the 

a  profiyund  Imowledge  of  the  physical  and  ma-  scene  of  umversal  nature  has  never  yet  been 

tfaematical  principles  of  astronomy  is  not  abso-  thoroughly  survojred,  and  never  wiO  be,  till  the 

lutely  necessary.    All  the  qualifiaitions  essen-  eyes  and  the  mtcilects  of  millions  be  fixed  in  the 

Cially  requisite  are,— a  general  knowledge  of  the  oontem|^ioo  of  its  multifarious  and  diversified 

elements  of  the  science,  of  the  celestial  pheno-  objecto  and  relations.    Till  the  universe,  in  all 

mena  which  have  already  been  explored,  and  of  its  aspects,  so  far  as  it  lies  within  the  range  of 

the  method  of  determimng  the  right  ascenskm  human  inspection,  be  more  particularly  expUired, 

and  declination  of  any  observed  phenomenon,—-  cloud»  wd  darkness  will  continue  to  rest  op 

qualifications,  which  every  person  of  common  many  interesting  departments  of  knowledge,  and 

understanding  can  easily  acquire.  many  of  our  most  specious  dieories  in  the  sci- 

I  might  next  have  illustrated  the  general  po-  ences  must  be  considered  as  reposing  on  slendei 

sition  laid  down  in  the  beginning  of  this  secUon  and  unstable  foundations.    Prior  to  the  intro- 

from  the  science  of  o^imstry.     Thb  science,  duction  of  the  inductive  method  of  phflosophiz- 

having  for  its  object  to  ascertam  the  ingredients  ing,  men  of  science  were  extremely  prone  to  the 

(hat  enter  into  the  composition  of  bodies,  the  firaming  of  hypotheses,  before  they  had  atien- 

n^ure  of  those  ingredients,  the  manner  in  which  tively  surveyed  and  collected  the  requisite  &cts, 

thev  combine,  and  the  properties  resulting  from,  and  when  only  a  few  scattered  fragments  of 

their  comlunalioQ ;  or,  in  other  words,  an  analy-  nature  were  present  to  their  view.  Theocy  was 

tical  examination  of  the  material  world,  and  the  reared  upon  theorv,  and  system  upon  system ; 

prmciples  vriiieh  concur  to  produce  its  divordf-  each  of  them  obtamed  its  admirers  and  its  pe- 

fied  phenomena;  it  u  apparent,  at  first  view,  riod  of  applause,  but,  in  consequence  of  modern 

that  an  immense  number  and  varie^  of  expeiv  researches,  they  have  now  passed  away  like  a 

ments  are  indispensably  requisite  for  aocom-  dream  or  a  viskm  of  the  nighc    The  crystal- 

pUshing  sueti  objects;  and,  consequently,  that  fine  spheres  with  which  Ptolemy  had  enclosed 

its  progress  tofwards  perfection  cannot  be  aooa-  the  heavens  are  now  dashed  to  pieces ;  the  vor- 

erated^imlast  mnltitadesof  ezperimenlencoD-  tioes  of  Des  Cartes  have  king  since  ceased  their 

cor  in  obteitfaig  the  pheoomeBa  of  natnrsi  and  wfaiiling;  the  l«rnu|uaoiii  gkibe  which  Tjsdfts 
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had  died  in  the  centre  of  the  univerae  know  set  departments  of  the  same  science  marked  out 

m  rapid  motion  through  Uie  heavens,  in  com-  lor  distinct  classes  of  individuals,  as  the  more 

pany  with  the  planelaiy  orbs ;  and  the  abyss  of  immediate  field  of  their  investigation!  on  the 

water  with  which  Burnet  had  filled  the  internal  principle  of  the  division  of  labour,  every  lead- 

caviiy  of  the  earth  is  now  converted  imo  a  mass  ing  principle  and  fact  in  relation  to  that  gcience 

denser  than  the  solid  rock.    The  TarraAuiln-  woukl  soon  be  detected  and  illustrated  in  all  its 

lis  IneognitOj  which  served  as  a  prop  to  certain  practical  bearings.    Even  as  matters  presently 

theories,  has  completely  evanished,  and  is  now  stand,  were  the  whole  literary  and  scientific 

transformed  into  a  dreary  mass  of  water  and  world  to  form  itself  into  one  great  republic,  and 

ice.     The  subtile   sCAcr,  which  Ibrmerly  ao-  to  allot  the  several  branches  of  every  depart* 

counted  (or  so  many  phenomena,  is  now  evipo-  mcnt  of  knowledge  to  the  different  classes  of 

rated  into  electricity  and  heat.    Whiston's  idea  such  a  community,  accordbg  to  their  respective 

of  the  cometary  origin  of  our  ^obe,  and  Buffon's  tastes  and  pursuits,  as  the  object  of  their  more 

&Bcy  of  the  earth's  being  a  splinter  struck  from  particular  attention,  it  might  be  followed  by 

the  body  of  the  sun,  are  fast  smking  into  obli-  many  interesting  resulu,  and  important  disc»> 

vioo ;  and  such  will  be  the  fate  of  every  theory,  veries  and  improvements.    But  we  live  in  too 

however  spedous,  which  is  not  feunded  on  the  early  a  period  in  the  history  of  science  to  expect 

bioad  basis  of  inductive  evidence.  a  general  interest  to  be  tdien  in  such  objects ; 

Even  in  the  present  day,  there  is  still  too  we  are  but  just  emerging  from  the  gloom  of  ig- 
great  a  propensity  to  generalize,  without  sub*  noranoe  arid  superstition;  the  great  body  of 
mitting  to  the  trouble  of  observing  phenomena,  mankind  still  suffer  their  faculties  to  lie  in  a 
and  noting  their  various  modifications  and  at-  state  of  languor  and  inactivity,  and  those  who 
tendant  arcnmstanoee.  The  human  mind  0  are  more  vigorous  and  alert  are  too  much  en- 
impatient,  and  attempts  to  reach  the  goal  by  the  grossed  in  commercial  speculations,  in  grasping 
shortest  and  most  rapid  course,  while  observ»-  at  power  and  opulence,  and  in  the  indulgence 
lion  and  eiperiment  are  tedious  and  slow.  In-  of  sensual  gratifications,  to  think  of  attending 
stead  of  surveying  the  material  world  with  hb  to  the  interests  of  science  and-  the  progress  of 
own  eyes,  and  investigating,  by  observation  and  the  human  mind.  Much,  however,  might  be 
experiment,  its  principles  and  laws,  the  man  of  accomplished  in  this  respect,  with  ease  and 
genius  frequendy  shuts  himself  up  m  his  ckiset)  pleasure,  by  various  classes  of  society,  and 
and  fi'om  a  few  scattered  fragments  of  nature,  without  interfering  with  their  ordinary  avoca^ 
CiMBstruclf^inhisimaginatMm,  a  splendid  theory,  tions,  were  their  minds  inclined  and  their  at- 
which  mskes  a  nMSe  and  a  blaze  for  a  littl^,  tention  directed  to  stich  pursuits.  Sailors,  m 
tike  an  unsubstantial  meteor,  and  then  evanishes  crossing  the  Atlantic,  the  Pacific,  and  the  In- 
into  air.  The  q^tem  of  nature,  though  di-  dian  oceans,  have  frequently  excellent  opportu- 
rected  m  its  general  movements  by  a  few  simple  nities  of  observing  the  phenomena  of  the  waters, 
laws,  is  too  grand  and  extensive,  and  too  com-  the  atmosphere,  and  the  heavens,  peculiar  to 
plex  in  many  of  its  parts,  to  be  grasped  by  a  the  climates  through  which  they  pass;  and  were 
lew  individuals,  afler  a  cursory  survey ;  and,  the  facts  present^  to  their  view  observed  with 
dmefbre,  to  attempt  to  comprehend  its  midti*  care,  dassified,  and  recorded,  they  might,  in 
fiffious  rsvohitioim,  phenomena  and  objects  many  instances,  contribute  to  the  advancement 
within  the  range  of  theories  ^Minded  on  a  par-  of  science.  But  thousands  of  such  persons 
tial  view  of  some  of  its  detadied  parts,  is  not  can  sail  twice  *'  from  Indus  to  the  frozen  pole, 
enly  an  efidenoe  of  presumption  and  folly,  but  as  ignorant  as  their  lo^,  and  as  stubborn  as  their 
tends  lo  damp  our  ardour  in  prosecuting  the  only  compass,"  without  importing  one  intellectual 
sure  path  whk^  leads  to  discovery,  and  to  fins-  acqidsition.  The  observations  made  during  a 
ttate  what  appears  to  be  one  of  the  designs  of  single  voyage  across  the  Atlantic,  by  a  single 
the  Creator,  namely,  to  grcad  le  tkt  mUlUgwt  observer,  M.  Humboldt,  on  the  aspect  of  the 
hthabiianU«foKr  ghbe  a  gradmal  display  ^  hi»  Antarctic  region  of  the  heavens— die  peculiar 
sA^wmioiis  jrfms  in  the  wiiosrss  «•  Iht  rioard  of  azure  of  the  African  sky— the  luminous  meteors 
iMrttieMsanf  and  unmwrud  contemplationoftig  of  the  atmosphere— the  tides,  the  currents,  and 
«pojuiroiisi0srJiet.  the  different  colours  of  the  oce*..,  and  other 

Wore  the  period  arrived  (and  of  its  arrival  I  phenomena  which  happened  to  present  thmiH 

entertain  no  doubt,  from  the  present  movements  selves  to  his  view— are  of  more  value  to  the 

of  the  human  mind)  when  the  majori^  of  man-  scientific  world  than  the  observations  of  ten 

kind  shall  devote  a  portion  of  their  time  and  at-  thousands  of  other  beings  vriio,  for  a  series  of 

tention  to  the  purposes  of  science,  and  to  the  years,  have  traversed  the  sanie  regions.    Tet 

con  emplation   of  nature— then  the  different  these  possessed,  en  an  average,  the  same  aen* 

tastes  of  individuals,  and  the  various  situations  tient  organs,  the    same    inteUectua]  powers, 

in  which  they  may  be  placed,  would  lead  them  though  somewhat  differently  modified  and  di* 

to  cultivate  more  particulariy  the  science  most  rected,  the  same  natural  capacities  for  observin 

•oagenial  to  tJitir  mindB ;  aii4  were  distinet  tioB  as  this  distingabhed phitosopheri  whicfare* 
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(|uif«l  only  mo  ioiputfle  to  b«  given  in  a  bertaiii  diioe  of  foreign  lands,  might  regularly  import, 

-direction,  in  ovder  to  accomplish  the  same  ends,  without  the  least  injury  to  tlieir  commercial  in* 

And  was  Humboldt  more  burdened   and  per-  terests,  interesting  lacta,  both  physical  and  mo» 

(dezed,  or  did  he  feel  less  comfortable  add  happy  rai«    scientific  obeervalions,  cbymical  expert* 

than  his  ignorant  and  grovelling  associates  in  ments,  and  various  other  fragments  of  usefiii 

the  ship  that  wafted  them  across  the  ocean  ?  information  for  rearing  the  Temple  of  Science, 

Mo.    He  felt  emotions  of  delight  and  int«l|e»>  and  extending  the  hoondariea  of  faaoMB  know- 

tual    enjoyments  to   which   they    were  utter  ledge, 
strangers.     While  they  were  lolling  on  their 

haminoclis,  or    loitering    upon  deck,  viewing  ■ 

erery  object  with  a  **l^te  unconscious   gate, 

and  finding  no  enjoyment  but  in  a  glass  of  grog,  SECTION  IV. 

— a  train'  <^  interesting  reflections,  having  a 

relation  to  the  past,  the  present,  and  the  future,  oh  lax  plk/burxs  ard  kviotmbhts  cov^ 
passed  through  the  mind  of  this  philosopher,      vbotbd  wztb  thk  vumsam  of  scisiick. 
Ue  felt  those  exquisite  emotions  which  arise 

from  perception  of  the  beautiful  and  the  sub*        Majt  is  a  conpomid  being ;  has  nature  otMT' 

lime ;  he  looked  forward  to  the  advaneement  of  ststs  of  two  essential   parts,  body  and  min^ 

natural  science  as  the  result  of  hb  ohservationa,  Eadk  of  these  parts  «f  the  homan  consUtutiou 

and  beheld  a  display  of  the  wisdom  snd  gran*  has  its  peculiar  uses,  and  is  sosceptible  of  pe« 

deur  of  the  Almighty  in  the  diversified  scenes  culiar  gratifications.     The  botfy  is  furnished 

through  which  he  passed.    Such  obeervationa  with  eztomal  senses,  wfaioh  are  both  the  souicea 

and  mental  employments  as  those  to  which  I  of  pleasure  and   the  inlets  of  knowledge,  and 

allude,  so  far  from  distraeting  the  mind,  and  un-  the  Creator  has  furnished  the  nniverse  with  ob- 

fitting  it  for  the  performance  of  official  duties,  jects  fitted  for  their  exercise  and  gratifioatioo. 

would  tend  to  prerent  that  languor  and  enrmi  While  these  pleasures  ars  directed  by  the  dio- 

which  result  from  mental  inactivity,  and  would  tates  of  reason,  and  confined  within  the  limita 

afford  a  source  of  intellectual  enjoyment  amidst  prescribed  by  tlie  Divine  law,  they  are  so  hr 

the  uniformity  of  scene,  which  is  frequently  from  being  mdawful,  that  in  the  enjoyment  ol 

presented  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean.  them  we  ftilfil  one  of  the  purposes  for  which  our 

From  the  whole  that  has  been  now  stated  on  Creator  brought  us  into  existence.    But  the 

this  subject,  it  appears,  that  in  order  to  make  pursuit  of  sensitive  pleasures  is  not  the  ultiamta 

science  advance  with  accelerated  steps,  and  to  end  of  our  being ;  we  e^joy  such  gratificatioDa 

multiply  the  sources  of  mental  eqjoyment,  we  in  common  with  the  inferior  animals ;  and  in  so 

have  only  to  set  the  machinery  of  the  human  for  as  we  rest  in  them  as  our  chief  good,  we 

mind  (at  present  in  a  quiescent  state)  in  mo*  pour  contempt  on  our  inteHeetoal  nature,  and 

lion,  and  to  direct  its  movements  to  those  oh*  degrade  ourselves  nearly  to  the  level  of  tha 

jects  which  are  congenial  to  its  native  dignity  beasts  that  peri^ 

and  its  high  destination.    The  capacity  of  the        Man  is  endowed  with  iBtelleetnal  powers,  aa 

bulk  of  mankind  for  learning  ntedianioal  em-  well  as  with  organs  of  seasatioii,— with  fecoltist 

ployments,  and  for  contriving  and  executing  of  a  higher  order,  and  which  admit  of  more  va* 

plans  of  human  destmction,  proves  that  they  ried  and  sublime  gratifications  than  those  which 

are  competent  to  make  all  the  researdies  requi-  the  senses  can  produce.    By  these  fecidtiss  wa 

site  for  the  improvement  of  science.    The  same  are  chiefly  distingiushed  from  the  lower  erden 

mental  energies  now  exerted  \n  mechanical  Ia«  of  animal^  existence ;  in  the  proper  exercisa 

hour  and  in  the  arts  of  mischief,  if  properly  di-  and  direction  of  them,  we  experience  the  ht^ 
reeled,  and  acting  in  unison,  and  accompanied  est  and  most  refined  enjoynMnts  <£  which  ooi 
with  a  spirit  of  perseverance,  would  aocoroplisb  nature  ii  susceptible,  and  are  gradually  pro* 
many  grand  and  beneficent  effects,  in  relation  pared  (or  the  employments  of  that  inHaorial  ox* 
both  to  Uie  physical  and  moral  world,  and  would  isience  to  which  %ve  are  destined.  The  oorpo* 
amply  compensate  the  nocasional  want  of  ex*  real  senses  were  bestowed  chiefly  in  subaer* 
traordinary  degrees  of  mental  vigour.  Were  riency  to  the  powers  of  intellect,  and  to  supply 
onlya  hundred  millions  of  eyes  and  of  intellects,  materials  for  thought  and  oontemplation;  and 
(or  dte  tenth  part  of  the  population  of  our  tha  picasurss  peculiar  to  our  intelleotual  nature, 
globe)  occasionally  fixed  on  all  the  diversified  rise  as  high  above  mere  sensitive  enjcymrnts, 
aspects,  motions  and  relations  of  univeisal  na-  aa  the  rank  of  man  stands  in  the  scale  of  ex* 
ture,  it  couU  not  fell  of  being  followed  by  the  istsaee,  above  that  of  the  fowls  of  the  air,  or 
most  noble  and  interesting  results,  not  only  in  Iho  beasts  of  the  forest.  Such  pleasures  are 
relation  to  science,  but  to  eocial  and  moral  or-  pore  and  refined;  they  aro  oongeoial  to  the 
der,  and  to  the  general  melioration  of  mankind,  eharacier  of  a  rational  being;  they  are  morn 
Were  this  supposition  realized,  our  travellers,  permanent  than  mere  aenaiiivo  enjoyoients* 
Bsrehants,  aoid  marioors,  along  with  the  pro-    thcgr  can  boonjpyad  whan  worhhy  cumTurts  wn 
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mtiAmm^  tod  whra  teniual  gmftftotioM  cu  ia  tgrni  paifc,  of  tho  woodws  of  crattian  wMek 

•ftMPd  no  delight;  thej  affonl  lolaco  in  tb«  they  hare  ^nlblded  to  view,  of  the  iastnuiieDli 

hoon  of  retirement  fixm  the  bustle  of  butineee,  which  ha?e  been  inreoted  for  exploring  th«  uni- 

■nd  consolation  nniidstthe  oalamitios  and  afflio-  Terse,  and  of  the  improrements  which  are  now 

tiona  to  which  biananitj  is  exposed ;  and  the  going  forward  in  everj  department  of  science 

Bore  we  aoqiiire  arelish  for  sneh  pleasures,  tha  and  art,  and  the  prospects  they  are  opening  to 

better  shaU  we  be  prepared  for  associating  with  our  Tiew,  he  is  almost  as  entirely  ignorant  as  if 

inteOigences  of  a  bi^er  order  ia  the  mtore  he  had  been  fixed  onder  the  froeen  pole,  or 

woidd.  chained  to  the  surface  of  a  distant  planet.    Bo 

Before  proceeding  to  the  more  particular  il-  considers  learning  as  consisting  chiefly  in  the 

lustration  of  this  topic,  let  us  consider  the  state  knowledge  of  grammar,  Greek  and  Latin ;  and 

and  the  enjoyments  of  the  man  whose  mind  is  philosophy  and  astronomy,  as  the  arts  of  telling 

shrouded  in  ignorance.    He  grows  up  to  man-  fortunes  and  predicting  the  state  of  the  wea^ 

hood  like  a  Tegetahle,  or  like  one  of  the  lower  tber ;  and  experimental  chymistry,  as  allied  to 

animals  that  are  fed  and  nourished  for  the  the  arts  of  nwgic  and  necromanqr.    Hehasno 

slaughter.    He  exerts  his  physical  powers,  be-  Idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  underatanding 

cause  SQchexertiott  is  neosssary  for  his  sub-  may  he  enlightened  and  expanded,  he  has  no  ra- 

■istsnce ;  were  it  otherwise,  we  shouU  most  Uah  for  intellectual  puisuiu,  and  no  oonceptioo 

frequently  find  him  dosing  over  the   fire,  or  of  the  pleasures  they  afford,  and  he  sets  no 

baaldng  in  the  sun,  with  a  gaze  as  duD  and  sti^  value  on  knowledge  but  m  so  for  as  it  may  tend 

pid  as  his  ox,  regardless  of  erery  thing  but  the  10  increase  bis  riches  and  his  sensual  gratifici^ 

gratification  of  his  appetites.    He  has  perhaps  tions.    He  has  no  desire  for  making  improve- 

been  taught  the  art  of  reading,  but  has  never  nents  in  his  trade  or  domestic  arrangements, 

applied  it  to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge.  His  and  gives  no  countenance  to  those  nselul  m-' 

riews  are  chiefly  confined  to  the  olijecto  imnM»-  ventions  and  public  improvements  which  are 

iiately  around  him,  and  to  the  daily  avocations  devised  by  'others.    He  sets  himself  against 

kft  which  he  is  empiqyed.    His  knowledge  of  every  innovation,  whether  religious,  p^lkal, 

society  is  circumscribed  withm  the  limitsof  his  mechanical,  or  agricultural,  and  is  detenmned 

parish,  and  his  views  of  the  world  in  which  he  to  abide  by  the  «  good  old  custonw"  of  his  for^ 

dwells  are  oonfined  within  the  range  of  the  fothers,  however  irrational  and  absurd.    Were 

country  in  which  he  resides,  or  of  the  blue  hills  it  dependent  upon  him,  the  moral  worid  would 

which  skirt  his  horixon.    Of  the  aspecU  of  the  stand  still  as  the  material  work!  was  supposed  to 

globe  in  other  countries-'of  the  various  tribss  do  in  former  times ;  all  usefiil  inventions  and 

with  which  they  aro  peopled— of  the  seas  and  improvements  would  cease,  existing  evils  would 

rivers,  continents  and  blands  which  diversify  never  be  remedied,  ignorance  and  superstitioii 

the  laiidscqM  of  the  earth— of  the  numerous  would  universally  prevail,  the  human  mud  would 

aiders  of  animated  bemgs  whkh  people  the  be  arrested  in  its  progress  to  perfection,  and  man 

•cean,  the  atmosphere  and  the  bnd,— or  the  re-  woukl  never  arrive  at  the  true  dignity  of  his  la- 

Tohitioos  of  nations,  and  the  events  which  have  tellectual  natnro. 

taken  place  in  the  history  of  the  worid,  he  has        It  is  evident  that  such  an  individual,  (and  the 

ahnDst  as  little  coooeption  as  the  animals  that  worid  contains  thousands  and  millions  of  such 

range  the  forest^  or  bound  through  the  lawns,  characters)  can  never  have  his  nund  elevated 

In  regard  to  the  boundless  regions  that  lie  b»-  to  those  sublime    olyects  and  contemplations 


yond  him  in  the  firmament,  and  the  bodies  that    whKh  enrapture  the  man  of  science,  nor  feel 
nH  there  in  magnificent  grandeur,  he  hss  the    those  pure  and  exquisite  pleasures  which  culti> 


most  confused  and  inaccurate  ideas;  and  he    Tated  minds  so  firequently  exp«irience;  nor  can 
seldom  troubles  himself  with  inquiries  in  telatwn    be  form  those  loffy  and  expansive  ideas  of  the 


to  such  subjects.     Whether  the  stars  be  great  Deity  which  the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of 

sr  small,  whether  they  be  near  us  or  at  a  die-  his  works  are  calculated  to  inspire.    He  is  left 

taaee,  or  whetherthey  move  or  stand  still,  is  to  as  a  prey  to  all  those  foolish  notions  and  vaki 

him  a  matter  of  trivial  importance.    If  the  sun  alarms  which  are  engendered  by  ignorance  and 

give  him  light  by  day,  and  the  moon  by  night,  superstition ;  and  he  swallows,  without  the  least 

and  the  ckMids  distil  their  watery  traafures  upon  heritatkm,  all  the  absurdities  and  chiklish  tales 

hb  parched  fields,  he  is  conteitfed,  and  leaves  all  respecting  witches,  hobgoblins,  spectres  and  ms^ 

•uch  inquiriee  and  investigations  to  those  who  paritions,  which  have  been  handed  down  tohim 

have  little  else  to  engage  their  attaotioD.    Ha  by  his  forefothers  in  former  generations.    And 

views  the  canopy  of  heaven  as  merely  a  ceiUng  while  he  thus  gorges  his  mind  with  fboleries  and 

to  oar  earthly  habitation,  and  the  starry  orbs  as  afasurditiss,  be  spurns  at  the  discoveries  of  sci> 

only  so  many  hmunoos  studs  or  tapers  to  diver*  enee  as  impositions  on  the  credulity  of  mankindi 

sify  its  aspect,  and  to  afibrd  a  glimmering  light  aad  contrary  to  reason  aodoonunon  ssom.  Thai 

to  die  benighted  traveler.    Of  the  disomreries  the  sun  is  a  million  of  times  hu-ger  than  the 

which  hare  beea  made  'm  the  pbyaieal  sciences  aarth,  that  fight  flies  tran  his  boity  at  iha  laia 
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«f  two  hundred  iSmmmumI  mQM  in  a  moment  of  firom  its  moath  and  rcXimg  down  ita  lUei  Ska  a 

tune,  and  that  the  earth  k  whirling  round  it«  flaming  lirer^— descend  into  the  aubterraneaB 

azi^  from  day  to  daj,  with  a  Telocity  of  a  thou*  grotto,  eurrey,  from  the  top  of  the  Andes,  the 

■and  mUes  every  hoar,  are  regarded  by  him  as  Ughtnings  flashing  and  the  thunders  rolling  far 

notions  far  more  improbable  and  eztravagant  beneath  him — stind  on  the  iMrink  nf  the  dashing 

than  the  story  of  the  **  Wonderful  Lamp,"  and  cataract  and  listen  to  its  roaiinga— contemplate 

all  the  other  tales  of  the  "  Arabian  Night's  En-  the  ocean  rearing  its  billows  in  a  stonn,  sad  the 

lertainments.**    In  his  hours  of  leisure  from  bis  hurricane  and  tornado  tearing  up  forests  by 

daily  avocations,  his  thouf^ts  either  run  wild  their  roota,  and  tossing  them  about  as  stubble, 

among  the  most  grovelling  objects,  or  sink  into  Sitting  at  his  fireside,  during  the  blasts  of  whw 

sensuality  or  inanity,  and  solitude  and  retire-  tor,  he  can  survey  the  numerous  tribes  of  man- 

ment  present  no  charms  to  his  vacant  mind,  kind  scattered  over  the  various  climates  of  the 

While  human  beings  are  thus  immersed  m  ig-  earth,  and  entertain  himself  with  views  of  their 

norance,  destitute  of  rational  ideas,  and  of  a  manners,  customs,  religion,  laws,  trade,  mami- 

aolid  substratum  of  thought,  they  can  never  ex-  factures,  marriage  ceremonies,  civil  and  eccla- 

perience  those  pleasures  and  enjoyments  which  siastical  governments,  arts,  sciences,  cities, 

flow  from  the  exercise  of  the  understanding,  towns  and  villages,  and  the  animala  peculiar  to 

and  which  correspond  to  the  dignity  of  a  rational  every  region.    In  his  rural  walks  he  can  not 

and  immortal  nature.  only  appreciate  the  beneficence  of  Nature  and 

On  the  other  band,  the  man  whose  mind  is  tfie  beauties  and  harmonies  of  the  vegetabla 

irradiated  mth  the  li|^t  of  substantial  science,  kingd<»n,  in  their  exterior  aspect,  but  can  also 

has  views,  and  feelings,  and  exquisite  enjoys  penetrate  into  the  hidden  processes  whidi  are 

meats  to  which  the  former  is  an  entire  stranger,  going  on  in  the  roots,  trunks  and  leaves  of 

In  consequence  of  the  numerous  and  multiia-  plants  and  flowers,  and  contemplate  the  nu» 

nous  ideas  he  has  acquired,  he  is  introduced,  meroos  vesseb  through  which  the  sap  is  flowing 

as  it  were,  into  a  new  world,  whei«  he  is  enter-  from  their  roots  throuig^  the  trunks  aiKl  branchesy 

tained  with  seenes,  objects,  and  movements,  of  the  millions  of  pores  through  which  their  odori* 

which  a  mind  enveloped  in  ignorance  can  form  ferous  effluvia  exhale,  their  fine  and  delioato 

no  conception.    He  can  trace  back  the  stream  texture,  their  microscopical  beauties,  their  or- 

of  time  to  its  commencement ;  and,  gliding  ders,  genera,  and  species,  and  their  uses  in  Ibo 

along  its  downward  course,  csa  survey  the  most  economy  of  nature. 

memorable  events  which  have  happened  in  With  the  help  of  hu  microscope,  ho  can  an* 
every  part  of  its  progress  from  the  primeval  ter  into  a  world  unknown  to  the  ignorant,  and 
ages  to  the  present  (Uy— the  rise  of  empires,  altogether  invisible  to  the  unassisted  eye.  In 
the  fall  of  kings,  the  revolutions  of  nations,  the  every  plant  and  flower  which  adorns  the  fiekl,  in 
battles  of  warriors,  and  the  important  events  every  leaf  of  the  forest,  in  the  seeds,  pricklea 
which  have  followed  in  their  train— the  progress  and  down  of  all  VAgetaUes,  he  perceives  beau- 
of  civilization,  and  of  arts  and  scieiicea---the  ties  and  hamonies,  and  exqutsi  e  contrivances, 
judgments  which  have  been  inflicted  on  wicked  of  which,  without  this  instrument,  he  couU 
nations— the  dawnings  of  Divine  mennr  towards  have  formed  no  conception.  In  every  scale  of 
our  foUen  race— the  manifestation  of  the  Son  a  haddock  he  percetvea  a  beautiful  piece  of 
of  God  in  our  nature— the  physical  changes  and  net-work,  admirably  contrived  and  arranged, 
revolutions  which  have  taken  place  in  the  con-  and  in  the  scale  of  a  sole  a  still  more  diversified 
■titution  of  our  globe— in  short,  the  whole  of  structure,  which  no  art  could  imitate,  termi- 
the  leading  eventa  in  the  chain  of  Divine  die-  aated  widi  pointed  spikes,  and  formed  with  ad> 
pensation  firom  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  mirable  regularity.  Where  nothing  but  a  speck 
the  period  in  which  we  live.  With  his  mental  of  men/diw— t  appears  to  the  naked  eye,  he  bo- 
eye  he  can  survey  the  terraqueous  globe  in  aU  holds  a  fortat  if  auftkroemf  vrith  long  stalks, 
its  variety  of  aspects ;  contemplate  the  oonti-  and  with  leaves  and  blossoms  distinctly  visible, 
nents,  islands  and  oceans  which  compose  its  In  the  eyes  of  a  common  fly,  where  others  can 
exterior,  the  numerous  rivers  by  which  it  ia  in-  see  only  two  small  protubenmces,  he  perceives 
dented,  the  loAy  ranges  of  mountains  which  di-  several  thousands  of  beautifiil  transparent 
versify  its  surface,  its  winding  caverns,  its  globes,  oj^uisitely  rounded  and  polished,  placed 
forests,  lakes,  sandy  deserts,  ice-islands,  whirl-  with  the  utmost  regularity  in  rows,  crossing 
pools,  boiling  springs,  glaciers,  sulphuric  moun-  each  other  like  a  kind  of  lattico>work,  and 
taias,  bituminous  lakes,  and  the  states  and  em-  forming  the  most  admirable  piece  of  mechanism 
pires  into  which  it  is  distributed,  the  tides  and  which  the  eye  can  oontenmlato.  The  small 
currents  of  die  ocean,  the  ice-bergs  of  the  polar  dust  that  oovera  the  wings  of  modis  and  huttei^ 
refioni,  and  the  verdant  scenes  of  the  torrid  flies  he  perceives  toconsist  of  an  Infinite  mnh^ 
none.  He  can  climb,  in  imagination,  to  the  tude  of  feathers  of  various  forms,  not  much  uih 
aammit  of  the  flaming  volcano,  listen  to  its  sob-  like  ttie  feadiers  of  birds,  and  adorned  with  the 
terraneous  bettowings,  behold  its  lava  bnnting  moat  bright  and  vivid  oolooia.    In  an  animai  aa 
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mali  that  the  oftked  «ye  can  ■caicelj  distill,    mind,  to  stimulate  its  fkcultiM,  and  to  Dn)dkA0 
guiA  it  as  a  risible  point,  he  perceives  a  head,    rational  enjoyment 

mooth,  eyes,  legs,  joints,  brisUes,  hair,  and        Again,— the  man  of  knowledge,  eren  when 
otoer  animal  parts  and  funetions,  ai  nicelv    shrouded  m  darkness,  and  in  soUtude,  where 
formed  and  adjusted,  and  endowed  with  as  much    other  minds  couU  find  no  enjoyment,  can  enter- 
yiyacily,  agUi^  and  intelligence  as  the  larger    tain  himself  with  the  most  sublime  contempla- 
anmials.    In  the  UU  of  a  small  fish  or  the  foot    tions.    He  can  trace  the  huge  globe  on  wbkih 
of  a  firog,  he  can  perceiye  the  variegated  branch-     we  stand  flying  through  the  depths  of  spac« 
mgs  of  the  veins  and  arteries^  and  the  blood    carrying  along  with  it  its  vast  population,  Siho 
circulating  through  them  with  amazing  velocity,     rate  of  sixty  thousand  miles  every  hour,  and. 
In  a  drop  of  stagnant  water  he  perceives  thou-    by  the  mclination  of  its  axis,  bringmg  about  the 
sands  of  Uving  beings  of  various  shapes  and     alternate    succession  of  summer  and  winter 
sues,  beautifuHy  fi)rmed,  and  swimming  with    spring  and  harvest    By  the  aidof  his  telesoopo 
wanton  vivacity  like  fishes  in  the  midst  of  the     he  can  transport  himself  towards  the  moon,  and 
ocean.  In  short,  by  this  instrument  he  perceives    lurvey  the  circular  pLuns,  the  deep  caverns,  the 
Chat  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  animation,  and    conical  hills,  the  lofty  peaks,  the  shadows  of  the 
that  there  is  not  a  smgle  tree,  plant  or  flower,    hills  and  vales,  and  the  rugged  and  romantic 
and  scarcely  a  drop  of  water  that  is  not  teeming     mountain  scenery  which  diversify  the  sur&ce 
with  life  and  peopled  with  its  peculiar  inhabit    of  this  orb  of  night    By  the  help  of  the  same 
tants.     He  thus  enters,  as  it  were,  into  a  new    instrument,  he  can  range  through  the  planetary 
worid,  invisible  to  other  eyes,  where  every  ob-    system,  wing  his  way  through  the  regions  of 
ject  in  the  animal,  vegetable  and  mineral  km^    space  along  with  the  swiftest  c-bs,  and  trace 
doms,  presents  a  new  and  mterestmg  aspect,    many  of  the  physical  aspects  ant*  revolutions 
and  unfolds  beauties,  harmonies,  contrasto  and    which  have  a  relation  to  distant  worUs.     He 
exquisite  contrivances,  altogether  inconceivable    can  transport  himself  to  the  planet  Saturn,  and 
by  the  Ignorant  and  unreflecting  mind.  behoW  a  stupendous  ring  800,000  miles  in  cir- 

In  the  mvisibte  atmosphere  which  surrounds  eumference,  revolving  in  majestic  grandeur 
him,  where  other  nunds  discern  nothing  but  an  every  ton  hours,  around  a  globe  nine  hundred 
immense  blank,  he  beholds  an  assemblage  of  times  krgftr  than  the  earth,  while  seven  moons 
wonders,  and  a  striking  scene  of  Divine  Wis-  larger  than  ours,  along  with  an  innumerable 
dom  and  Omnipotence.  He  views  this  invisible  host  of  stars,  display  their  radiance,  to  adorn 
agent  not  only  as  a  meimal  but  a^  a  oompoimd  the  firmament  of  that  magnificent  worW.  Ho 
substance— compounded  of  two  opposite  prin-  can  wing  his  flight  to  the  still  more  distant  re- 
eiples,  the  one  the  source  of  flame  and  animal  gions  of  the  universe,  leaving  the  sun  and  all  his 
life,  and  the  other  destructive  to  both,  and  pro-  pbmets  behind  him,  till  tho  appear  like  a 
ducing  by  their  different  combinations,  the  most  icaroely  discernible  spedc  in  oreation,  and  con- 
diversified  and  beneficent  eflTects.  He  per-  template  thousands  and  millkns  of  stars  and 
ceives  the  atmosphere,  as  the  agent  under  the  .tarry  systems,  beyond  the  range  of  ihe  unss- 
Almighty,  which  prodoces  the  germination  and  lasted  eye,  and  wander  among  suns  and  worlds 
growth  of  plants,  and  all  the  beauties  of  the  dispersed  throughout  the  boundless  dimenskms 
vegetable  creation— which  preserves  water  in  a  ©f  space.  He  can  fill  up,  m  his  imagination, 
liquid  state— supports  fire  and  flame,  and  pro-  those  blanks  which  astronomy  has  never  directly 
duces  ammal  heat,  which  sustains  the  clouds,  explored,  and  conceive  thousands  of  systems 
and  gives  buoyancy  to  the  feathered  tribes—  and  ten  thousands  of  worlds,  beyond  afl  that  is 
which  is  the  cause  of  winds— the  vehicle  of  visible  by  the  optic  tube,  stretching  oV  to  infinity 
smells— the  medium  of  sounds— the  source  of  on  every  hand,  —new  creatkms  incessantly  start- 
all  the  pleasuros  we  derive  from  the  harmonies  bg  into  exutence— peopled  with  intoOigences  of 
of  music— the  cause  of  that  universal  light  and  rarious  orders,  and  all  umfer  the  superintend 
splendour  which  is  diffused  around  us,  and  of  dence  and  government  of  "  the  King  Eternal, 
the  advantages  we  derive  from  the  morning  and  Inunortal  and  Invisible,'*  whose  power  is  omni- 
evening  twUight  In  short,  he  contomplatos  it  potent,  and  the  limits  of  his  dominkms  past  find- 
as  the  prime  inorer  in  a  variety  of  machines, —    Jng  out 

as  impeUing  ships  across  the  ocean,  blowing  our  It  is  evident  that  a  iiind  capable  of  such  ex- 
furnaces,  grinding  our  com,  raising  water  from  cursiom  and  contemplations  as  I  have  now  sup- 
the  deepest  pits,  extmguishmg  fires,  setting  posed,  must  experience  eij^oyments  infinitely  su- 
power4ooas  in  motion,  propellmg  steam-boats  perior  to  those  of  the  hidividual  whose  soul  is 
along  rivers  and  canals,  raising  balloons  to  the  enveloped  in  mteDectual  darkness.  If  substan- 
region  of  the  clouds,  and  perfemung  a  thousand  tial  happiness  is  chiefly  seated  in  the  mind,  if  it 
ether  beneficent  agencies  without  which  our  consists  in  the  vigorous  exercise  of  ite  (acuities, 
globe  woukl  cease  to  be  a  habitable  worid.  All  if  it  depends  on  the  multiplicity  of  objecU  which 
which  views  and  contemplations  have  an  evi-  He  within  the  range  of  its  contemplation,  if  it  is 
dent  u^ency  to  enlarge  the  capacity  of  the    augmented  by  the  view  of  scenes  of  beauty  and 
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fiiUMtjr,  and  dispkyi  of  infinite  intelligaiiee  tfie  ocean  to  its  appointed  chamielfl-HretaiDS  tlit 

andpovrer,  if  it  i»coiaiected  with  tranqoilhty  of  inhalntanta  of  the  earth  to  its  stn&ce,  and  pre- 

flUBd,  wliieh  generally  aooompaniee  intellectual  Tenti  them  from  flying  off  in  wild  coofiiiioB 

pomiita,  and  with  the  mbjugatioo  of  the  [4ea<-  through  the  Toida  of  spaoo— it  produces  the  de« 

■area  of  sense  to  the  dictates  of  reason— the  en-  scent  of  (he  raidi  and  dews,  and  the  ahemate 

lightened  mind  most  enjoy  gratificatians  as  ftr  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tides — ^regulates  the  rarious 

superior  to  those  of  the  ignorant,  as  man  is  su-  morements  of  all  animals— Ibrms  mechanical 

perior,  in  stationand  capacity,  to  the  worms  of  powers— gires  impulsion  to  numerous  machines 

the  dost.  —rolls  the  moon  round  the  earth,  and  preTenSa 

In  order  to  illoBtrate  this  topic  a  litde  fiurther,  her  from  flying  off  to  the  distant  regions  of  space 

I  shafl  aelect  a  few  &cts  and  deductions  in  rda*  •—extends  its  influence  from  the  moon  to  the 

don  to  science  which  demonstrate  the  interesting  earth,  fitHn  the  earth  to  the  moon,  and  from  the 

nature  and  dellghtiil  tendency  of  scientific  pur-  sun  to  the  remotest  [Aanets,  pi  esei  >  iug  surround- 

suits.  ing  worlds  in  their  proper  courses,  and  connect* 

Erery  species  of  rational  iniormatiai  has  a  ing  the  solar  system  with  other  worlds  and  sys> 
tendency  to  produce  jdeasing  emotions.  There  tems  in  the  remote  spaces  of  the  universe, 
is  a  certain  gratification  in  becoming  acquamted  When  a  stick  of  sealing  wax  k  nibbed  widi  a 
with  objects  and  operations  of  whkh  we  were  piece  of  flannel,  it  attracts  feathers  or  small  bits 
fermerly  ignorant,  and  tliat,  too,  altogetfier  inde-  of  paper;  when  a  long  tube  of  glass,  or  a  cat* s 
pendent  of  the  practical  tendency  of  such  know-  bade  is  rubbed  m  the  dark,  they  emit  flashesoT 
ledge,  of  the  adrantages  we  may  expect  to  reap  fire,  accompanied  with  a  snapping  noise.  Now 
ftomit,  or  the  sensitiye  enjoyments  with  which  is  it  not  delightfiil  to  a  rational  mind  to  know, 
it  may  be  accompanied.  A  taste  fcr  knowledge,  that  the  same  principle  which  causes  wax  or 
a  capacity  to  acquire  it,  and  a  pleasure  aooom-  amber  to  attract  light  substances,  and  glass 
panying  its  aoquisitian,  fcrm  a  part  of  die  con-  tubes  or  cylinders  to  emit  sparks  of  fire,  pro- 
stitution of  every  mind.  The  Creator  has  im-  duces  the  lightnmgs  of  heaven,  and  all  the  sub- 
planted  in  the  human  mind  a  principle  of  curi-  lane  t>benomena  which  accompany  a  violent 
osity,  and  annexed  a  pleasure  to  its  gratification,  thunderstorm,  and,  in  combination  with  other 
to  excite  us  to  investigations  of  Che  wonders  of  agents,  produces  also  the  fiery  meteor  which 
creation  he  has  presented  before  os,  to  lead  as  sweeps  through  the  sky  with  Hs  luminous  train, 
to  just  oonceptialis  of  his  infinite  perfections,  and  die  beautiful  coruscations  of  the  aurora  bo- 
andoif  thereUtionin  which  westaod  tohimas  realisf  There  are  more  than  fifty  thousand  dif^ 
the  subjects  of  his  government.  We  all  know,  ferent  species  of  plants  in  the  vegetable  king^ 
with  what  a  lively  faterest  most  persons  peruse  dom,  all  differing  fiom  one  another  in  their  sixe, 
novels  and  romances,  where  hakMireadth  ee*  structure,  flowers,  leaves,  fivits,  mode  of  propa- 
capes,  mysterious  inckionts,  and  tales  of  wonder  gation,  internal  vessels,  medidnal  virtues,  and 
are  depicted  with  all  the  force  and  beauty  of  3ie  odours  they  exhale.  Who  woaU  imagme 
language.  But  the  scenes  detailed  in  such  wri-  that  this  immense  assemblage  of  vegetable  pro- 
tings  produce  only  a  momentary  enjoyment,  ducdons  which  adorns  the  surface  of  the  earth 
Bemg  retraced  as  only  the  fkstions  of  atively  In  every  dime,  with  such  a  diversity  of  forms, 
imagination,  they  pass  away  like  a  dream  or  a  firuits  and  odours,  are  the  restdt  of  the  combina- 
vision  of  the  night,  leaving  the  understanding  tion  of  four  or  five  simple  sobstancea  varioudy 
bewildered,  and  desdtute  of  any  sdid  nnprove-  modified  by  the  hand  of  the  Creatorf  Tet  it  it 
-nent.  In  order  to  improve  the  bteDectual&cui-  an  undoubted  fiict,  ascertained  from  chymicaf 
des  while  we  gratifir  the  prindple  of  curionty,  analysis,  that  all  vegetable  substances,  trim  tha 
it  is  -dy  requinte,  that  we  direct  the  attention  invisible  mushroom  which  adheres  to  a  spot  of 
to /heii  instead  of  , fictions ;  and  when  the  fmC  mouldiness,  to  the  cedar  of  Lebanon  aiid  the 
soffict  of  the  universe  are  presented  in  an  in-  Banian-lree,  which  woidd  cover  with  its  shade 
teresting  aspect,  they  are  calculated  to  produce  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men,— «re  soldy  cess* 
emotions  of  wonder  and  delight  even  superior  to  posed  of  the  fbllowing  natural  prindplesy—C^ 
those  excited  by  the  most  l^^  wrought  tales  loiic.  Light,  Water,  Air  and  Carbon, 
of  fiction  and  romance.  The  fi>Ilowing  frets  Again,  is  it  not  wonderfU,  that  the  invisible 
and  considemdons  will  pe.'haps  tend  to  oorro-  atmMphere  shodd  compress  oor  bodies  eveiy 
borate  this  positioa.  moment  with  a  weight  of  more  than  thfaly  thoo- 

Inthe  first  place,  efts  mmift^qff^bfllsjvwhieMl  sandpoundswithoutourfedingit,  andthe  wfade 

«y  a  tmgk  prUulfU  m  noiiirv,  is  cdculated  to  earth  with  a  weight  of  1S,04S,468,800,000,000, 

excite  emotioas  of  admiradon  and  delight.  From  000  cfpotmdt,  or  five  thousand  billions  of  font, 

the  simple  principle  of  grmitatun,  for  instance,  that  diis  pressure  is  essentially  necessaiy  to  om 

proceed  an  the  beauties  and  subOmides  whidi  existence,  and  that  a  small  quantity  of  afrwilhb 

arise  fkm  the  meandering  riOs,  the  majestic  ri-  as,  wMdiwonU  not  weigh  above  a  sinde  ounce, 

vets,  and  the  roaring  cataraetB-4t  causes  the  by Itsstrong  elastle  larae,ooaiiteraeii  me  s4bcfi 

moontainB  to  rest  on  a  sdid  basis,  and  confines  of  tfds  tremendous  pressura  npoq  oor  boiks^ 
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iad  prerentt  oar  being  crushed  to  pieces— that  the  same  which  causei  a  balloon  to  rise  abofe 
the  same  cause  prevents  our  habitations  from  the  doudsi  and  likewise  extinguishes  flame  when 
fUUng  upon  us  and  crushing  us  to  death,  without  it  is  immersed  in  a  body  of  this  gas— that  the 
which  our  glass  windows  would  be  shattered  to  leaves  of  vegetables  which  rot  upon  the  ground 
atoms,  and  our  most  stately  edifices  tumbled  iiUo  and  appear  to  be  lost  for  ever,  are  converted  by 
ruins  I — that  this  atmosphere  is  at  the  same  time  the  oxygen  of  the  atmosphere  into  carbonic  acid 
performing  an  inbiense  variety  of  operations  in  gas,  and  this  very  mau  caHwi  is,  in  process  of 
Nature  aiui  Art— insinuating  itself  into  the  pores  time,  absorbed  by  a  new  race  of  vegetables, 
and  sap-veasels  of  plants  and  flowers — produc-  which  it  clothes  with  a  new  Ibliage,  and  again 
tng  respiration  in  all  living  beings,  and  support-  renews  the  &oe  of  nature— end  that  the  same 
ing  all  the  processes  of  life  and  vegetation  principle  which  causes  the  sensation  of  heat  is 
throughout  the  animal  and  vegetable  creation—  the  cause  of  fluidity,  expands  bodies  to  every 
chat  its  pressure  produces  the  process  of  what  is  direction,  enters  into  every  operation  in  nature, 
ca!led  suetum  and  ei^tiif^-causes  soaib  and  pe-  flies  from  the  sun  at  the  rate  of  195,000  miles  in 
riwinkles  to  adhere  to  the  rocks  on  which  they  are  asecondof  time,  and,  by  its  powerful  influence, 
found— gives  effect  to  the  adhesion  of  bodies  by  prevents  the  whole  matter  of  the  universe  from 
means  of  moitar  and  cements — raises  water  in  being  converted  into  a  solid  mass ! 
our  forcing-pumps  and  fire-engines — supports  the  "V^iat,  then,  can  be  more  delightful,  to  a  being 
quicksilver  incur  harometer^— prevents  this  ftunished  with  such  powers  as  man,  than  to  trace 
water  of  our  seas  and  rivers  from  boiling  and  the  secret  machinery  by  whichtheGodofnatore 
evaporating  into  steam— >and  promotes  the  ao-  acoompUshes  his  designs  in  the  visible  worid,  and 
tion  of  our  steannengines  while  raising  water  disptaya  his  infinite  power  and  intelligence— 4o 
from  deep  piu,  and  while  prapeUing  vessels  enter  into  the  hidden  springs  of  Natnre*s  opera- 
along  seas  sjmI  rivers!  tions,  to  fbHow  her  through  all  hnr  winding  r^ 
In  tiie  next  place,  science  contributes  to  the  cesses,  and  to  perceive,  from  what  simple  prin- 
gratification  of  the  human  mind  6y  gnabUng  ms  dples  and  causes  the  most  sablime  and  <fiver- 
te  tracBf  m  mtu^  ebjwU  and  opvatiomMt  nrprit'  sified  phenomena  are  produced  1  It  is  with  this 
in^  i^seMMonees,  whtn  we  eheuld  leatt  qf  att  view  that  the  Abnighty  hath  set  before  us  his 
kirn  eaftetad  tktm.  Who  could,  at  first  sight,  wondrous  works,  not  to  be  overkwked,  or  beheU 
imagine,  that  the  procoss  of  breatiung  is  a  spe-  with  a  "  brute  unconscious  gate,**  but  to  be  in- 
cies  of  combostion,  or  buning— chat  the  (Ua^  vestigated,  in  order  that  they  may  be  admired, 
ttond  is  nothing  else  than  avion  m  a  ciystaU  and  that  in  such  Investigations  we  may  enjoy  a 
iized  state,  and  differs  only  in  a  very  slight  sacred  pleasure  in  contemplating  the  results  of 
degree  f^om  a  piece  of  charcoal-  -that  water  is  his  Wisdom  and  Intelligence, 
a  compound  of  two  innsible  aira  or  gases,  and  In  the  third  place,  science  contribQtes  to  our 
that  one  of  these  ingredients  is  the  principle  of  ei^oymient  6y  the  grand  and  eabHwu  ehjecte  eke 
flame !— that  the  air  which  produces  suflbcation  freeente  b^fhre  m.  In  consequence  of  the  inves- 
ai^  death  in  coal-mines  and  subterraneous  tigations  whidi  have  been  maide  to  determine  the 
grottos,  is  the  same  substance  which  gives  distances  and  magnitudes  ofthe  heavenly  bodies, 
IniskneBS  to  ale,  beer,  and  soda  water,  and  the  objects  of  magnificence  and  grandeur  are  now 
acid  flavour  to  many  mineral  springs— ^at  the  presented  to  the  view  of  the  enligfatened  mind  of 
air  we  breathe  u  composed  of  the  same  ingr»-  which  former  ages  could  form  no  oonoeptioo. 
dieittsand  nearly  in  the  same  proportions  as  These  objects  are  magnificent  in  r«ipea  of  milgb 
nitric  acid  or  aqua  fortii,  which  can  dissolve  al.  nibide,  of  sisfioa,  of  the  vaal  epaceewhioh  mfsr- 
nost  all  the  metals,  and  a  single  draught  of  venebetuMenihemf  and  of  <^  noils  furpeeeefir 
which  would  instantly  destroy  the  human  fiwne  leAieA  lAsy  arc  deetined. 
—4hat  the  colour  of  teftifs  is  a  mixture  or  con»-  What  a  sublime  idea,  for  example,  is  preseilted 
pound  of  aU  the  other  colours,  rod,  orange,  yd^  to  the  view  by  such  an  object  as  the  planet  Jvf^ 
lew,  green,  blme,  indigo,  and  wioletf  and  eoos^  Isr,— *a  globe  fourteen  hundred  times  larger  than 
queatly,  that  the  white  light  of  the  sun  produces  the  worid  m  which  we  dwell,  and  whose  surface 
all  that  diversity  of  eolouring  which  adorns  the  would  contain  a  population  a  hundred  times  more 
hce  of  aatare— that  the  same  principle  which  numerous  than  all  the  faihabitants  that  have  ex- 
causes  ov  fires  to  bom,  forms  adds,  produces  isted  on  our  globe  since  the  creatkm !  And  how 
the  nsC  of  metals,  and  promotes  the  growth  of  is  the  suUimfty  of  such  ah  Idea  augmented  when 
pUnts  by  night— that  plants  breathe  and  perspire  we  consider,  that  this  immense  bo^  is  revolving 
as  weQ  as  animals — that  carbonic  add  gas,  or  round  its  axis  at  the  rate  of  twenty-eight  thou- 
fued  air,  is  the  product  both  of  vegetation,  of  sand  mUes  b  an  hour,  and  is  ^ringi  at  die  sasae 
bnraiag,  of  fermentation  and  of  breathing— that  time,  through  the  regions  of  space,  twenty-nine 
it  remains  Indestruetible  by  age,  and,  in  all  its  thousand  ndles  every  hour,  carrying  along  with 
diversified  oombinationsy  s^  preserves  its  M«»-  it  four  moons,  each  oTtfaem  larger  than  the  earth, 
H'ly  that  the  air  which  bums  in  our  street4ampB  during  its  whde  course  round  the  Oentre  of  its 
aad  ilhiminaffts  onr  shops  and  manufactories,  is  OMCioa!    And  if  tfai^ olanet,  which  appears  on^ 
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Ilk9  a  UanuHNM  apeck  on  the  noctunud  aky,  pre-  not  reach  that  limuoary  in  twenty  year*;  ant  a 
•enta  wrh  an  august  idea,  when  its  magnitude  niail-coach|  moving  at  ita  otmoet  fpeedi  would 
and  mff^v***  are  mveetigated,  ^at  an  astonish-  not  arrire  at  its  aurfree  in  less  than  twehre  hon- 
ing idea  is  presented  to  the  mind  when  it  contem-  dred  years ;  and,  were  it  to  proceed  frosn  the  sun 
plates  the  size  and  splendour  of  the  sim,^a  body  towards  the  planet  Herschel,  it  would  not  arrire 
which  would  contain  within  its  bowels  nine  hun-  at  that  body  after  the  lapse  of  hMn^-teo  lAou- 
dred  globes  larger  than  Jupiter,  and  thirteen  hun-  sand  pear$.  And  yet  the  sun,  at  that  immense 
dred  tluMsand  globes  of  the  bulk  of  the  earth,—  dsstance,  exerts  his  attractive  energy,  retains 
which  darts  its  rays,  in  a  few  moments,  to  the  re-  that  huge  planet  in  its  orbit,  and  dispenses  light 
motest  bounds  of  the  planetary  ^stom,  producing  and  colour,  life  and  y*i«»M'^  over  ereiy  part  of 
light  and  colour,  and  Ufe  and  vegetation  through-  its  snr&ce.  But  all  such  q>aces,  vast  as  at  first 
but  surrounding  worids !  And  how  must  our  aa-  si^t  diey  appear,  dwindle,  as  it  were,  into  a 
tonishment  be  still  increased,  when  we  consider  epan,  when  compsMd  with  those  iaoMeasurable 
the  rmaJber  of  auch  globes  which  exist  through  ^Mces  which  are  interposed  between  ds  and  the 
out  the  universe ;  that  within  the  range  of  our  regions  of  the  stars.  Between  the  earth  and 
telescopes  more  thaa  eighty  millions  oif  gkAtes,  the  nearest  fixed  star  a  space  intervenes  so  vaft 
similar  to  the  sun  in  size  and  in  splendour,  are  and  incomprehensible,  that  a  bail  flying  with  tlie 
tnanged  at  immeasurable  distances  firom  each  Tdocity  above  moitiooed,  would  not  pass  dirough 
other,  diflbsing  their  radiance  throu|^  the  im-  it  in  four  millions  and  five  hundred  thousand 
mensity  of  space,  vA  enlivening  surrounding  years;  and  as  there  are  stars,  visiUe  through 
worlds  with  their  benign  influence,  besides  the  tdescopes,  at  least  a  hundred  times  fiother  dis- 
innumerable  multitudes,  which  our  reason  tells  tant  paia  our  globe,  it  would  require  sneh  a  body 
us,  most  exist  beyond  all  tlutt  is  visible  to  the  four  hundred  millions  of  years,  or  a  period  67 ,000 
eyes  of  mortals !  times  greater  than  tliat  which  has  elapsed  since 

But  the  motioMj  no  less  than  the  magnitudes  the  Mosaic  creation,  before  it  cosSd  arrive  at 
ofsuch  bodies,  present  ideas  of  sublimity.  That  those  distant  regions  of  immensity, 
a  globe*  as  large  asthe  earth  should  fly  through  The  grmmd  and  mebU  d$mgn$  fix*  vrfaich  the 
the  celestial  regions  with  a  velocity  of  seventy-  great  bodies,  to  whidi  I  have  adverted,  are  in- 
six  thousand  miles  an  hour, — ^that  another  globef  tended,  sugfost,  likewise,  a  varie^  of  interest- 
should  move  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  seveo  ing  and  sublime  reflections.  These  designs  un- 
hundb«d  and  fifty  miles  in  a  minute,  and  a  ho^  doubtedly  are,  to  display  the  inefikble  glories  of 
dred  and  five  thousand  miles  an  hour,— that  even  the  Eternal  Mind, — to  desftonstrate  the  nnmefr 
Saturn,  with  all  hii  assesoblage  of  rings  and  sity,  omnipotence  and  wisdom  of  Him  who 
moons,  shoukl  be  carried  along  his  course,  with  fi)nned  the  universe,— and  to  serve  as  so  many 
a  velocity  of  twenty-two  thousand  miles  an  hour,  worlds  for  the  residence  of  ineakulaUe  numbers 
—that  some  of  rhe  oomela,  when  near  the  son,  of  intelligent  beings  of  every  order.  And,  what 
should  fly  with  the  amaznig  vekidty  of  eight  an  immense  variety  of  interesting  objects  is  pre- 
hundred  thousand  miles  an  hour, — that,  in  all  aented  to  the  mind  when  its  views  are  directed 
probabili^,  the  sun  himself,  with  all  his  attend-  to  the  numerous  orders  and  gradations  of  intelli- 
uig  planets,  besides  their  owii  proper  motions,  gences  that  may  people  tfie  universe^— the  ma^ 
are  carried  around  some  distant  centre  at  tho  nificent  scenes  that  nmy  be  displayed  in  every 
rate  of  more  than  sixty  thousand  miles  every  worldr-their  moral  eccooaBty,  and  the  important 
hour ;  and  that  thousands  and  miDions  of  sys-  transactiona  that  may  have  taken  place  in  their 
terns  are  moving  in  the  same  rapid  manner,  are  history  under  the  arrangemconts  cdT  the  Divine 
facts  so  astonishing,  and  so  (tf  exceeding  every  government! 

thing  we  behold  around  us  on  the  turface  of  the  Such  are  some  of  the  scenes  of  grandeur 

earth,  that  the  imagination  is  overpowered  and  which  science  unfolds  to  every  enlightened  mind, 

confounded  at  the  klea  of  the  astoooshing  forces  The  contemplation  of  auch  directs  has  an  evi- 

which  are  in  operation  throughout  the  umverse,  dent  tendency  to  enlarge  the  capaci^  of  the 

and  of  ihe  power  and  energy  by  which  they  are  soul^*^to  raise  the  affections  above  mean  and 

produced ;  and  every  rational  being  feels  a  sub-  grovdling  pursuits,  to  give  man  a  more  impres- 

lime  pleasure  in  the  contemplation  of  such  oIh  sive  idea  of  the  ^Ugnitjf  of  his  rational  and  im- 

jects  which  is  altogether  unknown  to  the  ignorant  mortal  nature,  and  of  the  attributes  of  that  Al- 

mind.  mighty  Being  by  whom  he  is  upheM,  and  to  make 

The  vast  and  tmineasMraV«^paeM  which  inter-  bim  r^fUot  in  the  possession  of  faculties  capable 
vene  between  the  great  bodies  of  the  universe  of  being  exercised  on  scenes  and  objects  so  mag- 
likewise  convey  august  and  sublime  conceptions,  nificent  and  sublime. 

Between  the  earth  and  the  son  there  intervenes  In  the /onrtk  ploet,  science  administers  to  our 

a  space  so  vast,  that  a  cannon  baU,  flying  with  .  enjoyment  by  lk$  verity  ofnovd  and  mUruUn$ 

Ihe  vek>city  of  five  hundred  mates  an  hour,  woukl  s^'gett  U  tahtbiu,    Ahnost  every  department  of 

natural  science  presents  to  the  untutored  mind  asi 

TheplanstTsnus           vTbapisnatllamoiy  assemblage  of  objecta,ttew  and  strange,  whicb 
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land  to  rooM  its  faobhi«t,  and  to  oxdte  to  impocw  a  apace  lets  than  half  an  inch  in  diameter^— diat 
tant  inquiries  aad  interesting  reflectioos.  The  the  eye  can  perceive  objects  distinctly  at  the  dis- 
sdence  of  meeftomet  presents  us  with  many  cu*  tance  of  six  inches,  and  likewise  at  the  distance 
rioQseombinations  of  mechanical  powers,  which,  of  ten,  fifty,  or  an  hundred  miles,  serving  the 
from  the  simplest  principles,  produce  the  moot  purpose  both  of  a  microscope  and  a  telescope, 
powerful  and  astonishing  effects.  « What  can  and  can  be  tiMtaalaiMoiuly  adjusted  to  serre 
be  more  strange  (says  a  profound  and  energetic  either  as  the  one  or  as  the  other, — and  that  the 
writer*^)  than  that  an  ounce  weight  should  ba-  Tariegaled  colouring  which  appears  in  the  sce- 
lanoe  hundreds  of  pounds  by  the  intervention  of  nery  of  nature  is  not  in  the  objects  themselves, 
a  few  bars  of  thin  iron  ?**  And  when  we  const-  but  in  the  light  which  falls  upon  them,  without 
der  that  all  the  mechanical  powers  may  be  re-  which  all  th^  scenes  of  creation  would  wear  an 
duoed  to  the  inwr,  the  whid  €md  aaeU,  the  jw^,  uniform  aspect,  and  one  object  would  be  nndis- 
the  ine&ud  planB,  the  isedfgs  and  the  •erpiBf  how  tinguishaUe  from  another ! 
astonishing  are  the  forces  eierted,  and  the  effects  The  inatmmtnU  which  the  science  of  optics 
produced,  by  their  various  combinations  in  wheel-  has  been  the  means  of  constructing,  are  also  ad- 
oarriages,  mills,  cranes,  thrashing^nachines,  and  mtrable  in  their  effects  and  productive  of  rati- 
pile-engioes  !  JS^diroitalief  toadies  us  the  won-  onal  entertainment  How  wonderful,  that,  by 
derfd  &ct,  that  a  few  pounds  of  water,  without  means  of  an  optic  lens,  an  image  is  depicted  in  a 
the  aid  of  any  machinery,  will,  by  mere  pros-  darii  chamber,  on  a  white  table,  in  which  we 
sore,  produce  an  almost  irresistible  force ;  or,  in  may  perceive  the  objects  of  an  extensive  Und- 
other  words,  that  any  quanti^  of  fluid,  however  scape  delineated  in  all  their  colours,  motions  and 
•man,  may  be  made  to  counterpoise  any  quan-  proportions,  and  so  accurately  represented,  that 
tiCy,  however  large;  and  hence  a  very  strong  we  even  4<"H"g«"«b  the  countenances  of  indivi- 
bcigshead  has  been  burst  to  pieces,  and  the  water  duals  at  the  distance  of  a  nule,--that  we  can  see 
scattered  about  with  incredible  force,  by  means  objects  distinctly  when  a  thick  board,  or  a  piece 
of  water  conveyed  through  a  very  small  perpe»-  of  metal,  w  interposed  between  them  and  our 
dieolar  tube  of  great  length.  On  the  same  prin-  eye,— that  the  images  of  objects  can  be  made  to 
eiple,  and  by  the  same  means,  the  fiMindations  of  hang  in  the  air  eiSier  upright  v  inverted,  and 
a  large  building  might  be  shattered,  and  the  thatrepresentationseither  or  thelivingor  of  the 
whole  structure  overthrown.  Magni^&im  di»-  dead  can  be  made  to  startup  instantly  before  the 
eloses  to  us  such  singular  facta  as  the  following?  view  of  a  spectator  in  a  darkened  room^— that, 
-•diat  a  small  piece  of  steel,  when  rubbed  by  by  admitting  into  a  chamber  a  few  rays  <£  whits 
the  loadstone,  and  nicely  poised,  will  place  itsea  light  6nom  the  sun  through  a  prism,  all  the  cc^ 
in  a  direction  nearly  north  and  sooth,  so  as  to  lours  of  light  may  be  seen  beautifiiUy  painted  ob 
point  nearly  towards  the  pokes  of  the  world,^-  a  piece  of  paper,— that  a  sin^  object  may  be 
Ihkt  the  north  and  sooth  pdes  of  two  loadstones  multiplied  to  an  Indefinite  number,  and  that  a 
win  attract,  and  two  north  or  two  south  pdes  re-  few  coloured  bits  of  glass  may  be  made  by  r»- 
pel  each  other;  and  that  the  power  of  a  magnet  flection  to  exhibit  an  infinite  diversity  of  beant^ 
will  pass  through  a  thick  board,  and  turn  nwrnd  ful  and  variegated  forms !  How  adnurable  th« 
a  eompass-ne^e,  with  great  vdbdty,  though  effects  of  the  telescope,  by  which  we  may  see 
placed  at  a  considerable  distance.  objects  as  distinctly  at  the  distance  of  two  oi 
The  science  of  opeiet  likewise  disdose  a  v»-  three  miles  as  if  they  were  placed  within  a  fiiw 
riety  of  astonishing  truths,  and  is  no  less  replete  yards  of  us,  by  which  we  can  penetrate  into  the 
with  wonders.  How  wonderfid  the  fkct,  that  celestial  regions,  and  bebdd  the  distant  wonders 
Ught  proceeds  from  the  son,  and  other  luminous  of  the  planetary  system,  and  the  millions  of  stars 
bodies,  with  a  vekidty  of  195,000  miles  in  a  mo-  dispersed  through  infinite  space,  as  distinctly  as 
meat  of  time ;  that  myriads  of  myriads  of  rays  if  we  were  actually  transported  by  a  supematn- 
are  flying  off  from  visible  objects  towards  every  ral  power  several  hundreds  of  millions  of  miles 
point  of  the  compass,  crossing  each  other  in  all  into  the  regions  of  the  firmament!  And  how  co- 
directions,  and  yet  accurately  depicting  the  rious  the  circumstance,  that  we  can,  by  this  in- 
same  images  of  external  objects  in  thousands  of  strument,  contemplate  such  objects  in  all  direo- 
•yes  at  the  same  moment, — ^Ihat*  the  thousands  tions  and  positions, — that  we  cai\^  yic^  them 
of  millions  of  rays  of  light  which  proceed  fitan  either  as  srseC,  or  as  turned  uptid^  dolsn,    that 


any  particular  object  must  be  compressed  into  a  wo  can  perceive  the  spiresy  h<taies  And  windows 
•pace  not  more  than  on»«ighth  of  an  inch  in  di-  of  a  distant  city  wh^ai  ourlfti^^  art  turned  di- 
ameter, befbre  they  can  enter  the  pupil  of  the  redly  oppcsitejtdjt,  af^«q^4lces  in  a;:.cootrar7 
eye,  and  prodoce  vision,— that  the  images  of  all  dir«Bti^|»*Ml»  t''^^  Satopi  tfA  ^  looens  cf 
die  objects  which  compose  an  extensive  land-  *  Jupitpt,yT>enwe  are  jodui^ doifpinimti§ wiBi ow 
■cape  are  depicted  on  the  bottom  of  the  eye,  in  "^kacbr/urtieti  to  thedb  e|{jjteti ^^Ahat  #e  can  mako 
all  their  colours  and  rdative  proportloiisi  within  an  (il>|e<^on  oin^  ridft  haddor  our  lefl,  appear  atf 

If  d«/et^y  belbr</<^[,  and  can  canse  a  terrsstrial 

*  Loid  Brougham  lindsaa^o  to  appear  above  ns,  as  if  It  were 
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m  mnlbet  of  ■puUun  it  tioD  of  pluU  lad  Iha  percpiratuii  cf  unrnili 

the  Mm  Domeat,  ■  nMll  miaul  scaicalj  diitia>  wbiDh  cut  be  dnwn  iu  Tirid  ipub  frtuu  dWer- 

(okhable  In  the  nilud  bjib,  iiugiu6ed  to  iha  n»  cntpuU  nf  lbs  himuiD  Ixiiljj  ud  mads  ta  dc- 

c^  tenor  fineeii  iBcJwa  in  Isiifth,  BDddiMmguuh  aoeod  from  Elks  doudi  milrsaiDi  of  fin!    And 

not  onljr  iti  bnlM,  jotoU,  noulh  ud  ajM,  bat  bow  powetAii  ud  MtaiMring  Ab  effBcU  of  dw 

BTBa  IbB  niotinu  of  its  bomlB,  uid  othor  inter-  galwtde  ftgencj--wkkh  nukM  clurcoBl  bom 

DBlmoTSments;  wdlnBim;  dMUtdHUof  nb  with  ■  briUutwhiM  flmH,  dcconpww  wUet 

tur*  ten  ooDten^Uta  u  Mwaibbf*  of  bauMlM,  into  in  Bliintiypnrli,  md  uiubi  gtliiini,  dn 

deticalscoaleniKBi,  unlBiquinWcontritwiea,  litrdeM  (nd  faeiTiegl  of  the  lOBUti,  Ca  tnelt  n 

which  aidl*  dM  tugbot  kdmimiiia,  tnd  whkh  nadSf  ■■  itu  in  liie  fianiB  of  b  cudle^ithkli 

would  otfaanrie*  )u>tb  appeusd  mcndible  and  produoes  the   meat  Tiolint  cooTidnnu  on  IbB 

bKanqmlmnUB  to  dM  huDun  mind.  pneeolu  aivtain,  caiuei  ■  ham  to  mate  in  feat, 

ThBBCJBaeeBof  <b*W4rBDd(«l«aiiuBlik»-  and  t  li>iri  lo  dtp  ili  wingt,  with  foKB  and 

wiaedlaplay&ctBbBdicui^ui  and  ainniBbbig.  eiMrg]>,  ^/lir  M  '  '^     ~     "^~   ' 

How  wondarfU  tba  oparatkBa  of  tba  ^aetiic  nanoa,  enn cca 
'  "      'tctaean  anddiailT  eoailiaat  dH          ' 
b,  and  atire  4  Tkient  abodi  to  a 


wfakii  mDTM  with  *aeh  Bmaikf  ni|udiw,  dwt,  Tbe  edanea  of  e%aauAy,  Ihnn^ioat  al  iU 

fat  a  few  •aeopda  of  lima,  It  mi^I  ba  maja  to  tj  departmBnU,  ia  Do  IsBt  teplate  wi&  weodan. 

(o   Iha  lamoleat  regkttB  of  the  gtobe — which  How  aatonJahing  nra  manj  of  tha  &cli  whkh  il 

m^  inn  wira,  Bab  fire  to  gunpowder  and  other  diicloBea,  of  which  lh«  fcUowitig  an  mer^  ape- 

h'T-i—rH-™'-'"-—.-'— •"V"''"!"'"^-^  eiinnMl--'Tbtt  aD  the  produdioiiB  of  nalora  n 

"lUi  !•  aflbcttd  br  PMUi)  «r  tha  "  anM  rsflMt-  •!«.   Q  la  the  Inaa  tube  wUeh  reealm  llie  ars- 

Ini  talaaeape,"laielrlnTented(iTtbB  auUiDi.   Tlie  placaa.    IshMUiicIbMracb tUiteltaciqi^ibeilflil 

(OBowlnc  la  b  ■enual  ispnianlaUou  ol  (hla  telat'  ajra  la  apiiUail  al  Iba  potait  B,  UH  bu(  ia  dlraotlr  t»- 

CBH  In  pislUa.  -  waHa  ibe  otjeet,  and  tha  obtgrrai^  bead  la  uiMlBr- 

U  It  Btubg  01  BWbotanr  ebuui  ihm  biebei  lone  atood  lo  bt  oucaretsL   Vben  a  dncaiial  eTt-iilan 

•rtalob  Bama  aa  ■  Boekel  lor  boMInc  Uib  apeculum :  la  applied,  the  ob)ecl  mar  W  aean  eliber  to  the  HfU 

CD  an  aim  ailBcbed  to  the  tnlie,  about  itia  KDcib  o(  oriotkaMl.  or  at  itfbt  wflei  ID  lie  uug  poriiloni 

■ha  fUal  diatmat  o(  tba  nnrar,  eonaltiiiic  ol  iwa  or.  It  atr  be  nade  te  appear  rtiiier  apwudi,  *■  if 

aeiiattM  pMaat  C  and  D,  tba  latter  of  wblcb  lUdet  baiuinf  In  tbe  tic,  or  dawnwactli,  u  If  below  iba 

■Mer  ttia  DinBer,  tbronib  Ibe  bnaa  aocteta  EF.  aurlbca  of  tba  eartb.    A  puUcular  dtacrlpUriB  of 

TotbawdHpaitotUiaiotkMPItuiaobedabrua  ihu  Inatraimni  Dttr  be  laen  In  -"Tba  EiUnfenib 

aw  wttb  a  fbmala  teraw.  In  which  Iba  mala  asrew  New  phUoeophlctl  lounal-  far  Julr  in,  pp.  H 

■b  acta  br  BnilylBf  tha  band  to  Dm  nob  c.  which  — n.aD>llaiba  "LoodoaEaaitlapadla."   AILI^ 
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iM  aaiiMl  wid  vefetabl*  kiiigiiloini,ara  oon- 
pttied  of  a  reiy  f»w  simple  milMlancM,  uunj  of 
wiuch  are  invisible  gasos  that  water  is  du«fly 
composed  of  aa  u^kanmabU  principle— <hai  the 
•eids,  such  as  aquafortis  ajod  oil  of  vitriol,  are 
formed  of  diflerent  kinds  of  eir— <hat  an  iiKtisi* 
Ue  iluidi  one  of  the  ingredients  of  the  air  we 
breathe,  wiU  cause  a  rod  of  iron  to  b*im  with 
brilliancjr,  and  phosphorus  to  produce  a  splen- 
dour which  dazzles  the  eyes  of  every  beholder 
—that  the  dieawnd,  notwithstanding  its  value 
and  brilliancy,  is  composed  of  the  same  materials 
as  opot— that  ozymuriatic  add,  or  the  bleaching 
gas,  discharges  aQ  vegetable  colours,  and,  in  the 
course  of  a  fow  minutes,  will  change  a  piece  of 
printed  calico  into  a  pure  wkiU;  and  likewise 
buma.all  the  metals,  dissolves  gold  and  platina, 
and  sufibcates  all  animals  that  breathe  it,  after 
one  or  two  inspirations  that  there  are  metala 
much  lighter  than  water,  which  swim  in  that 
fluid  and  bum  spontaneously  with  a  bri^  red 
light,  and  when  thrown  into  the  mineral  adds, 
iidame  and  bum  on  the  surface,  and  in  oxygen 
and  ozymuriaiie  add  gas,  produce  a  iHiite  flame, 
and  throw  out  numerous  bright  niarks  and  scin« 
filiations,— that  a  certain  kmd  ot  air,  called  die 
aitnins  oodde,  wh«i  inhaled  into  the  lungs,  pro- 
duces aki  extraordinary  elevation  of  the  animal 
spirits,  an  irremstible  propensity  to  laughter,  a 
rapid  flow  of  vivid  ideas,  and  a  thousud  d»- 
J^klful  emotions,  without  any  subsequent  foel- 
iags  of  debility  or  ezhaustion--and,  that  it  is  not 
altogether  improbable,  according  to  the  deduo* 
lions  of  some  modem  chymists,  that  "  oi^fm 
and  kffdngtnj  with  the  aiwistance  of  the  adt^ 
HgH,  are  the  only  elementary  substances  ei^* 
ployed  in  the  constitution  of  the  iriiole  laiverse;'* 
■0  that  Nature,  in  all  her  operations,  works  the 
most  infinitely  diversified  effects,  by  the  sli^test 
mftdififrntiofw  in  the  means  she  en^iloys. 

Such  are  only  a'fow  aptdmam  of  the  curious 
and  interesting  subjects  which  the  physical  sc^ 
•nces  present  to  the  reflecting  mind.  And  is  it 
conceivable  that  a  rational  bdng  can  make  sudi 
objects  as  those  I  have  now  specified  the  subject 
of  his  frequent  study  and  contemplation,  and  not 
feel  pleasures  and  enjoyments  tkr  superior  to 
those  of  the  mass  of  mankind,  who  are  either 
immersed  in  sensuality,  or  enveloped  with  the 
mists  of  ignoranoe?  The  man  who  has  such 
K^yM^  to  study  and  investigate,  and  snch  ob> 
jects  to  contemplate,  can  never  be  destitute  of 
en^ymenL  Ifhappiness  depends  on  the  activity 
of  the  ndnd,  and  the  range  of  obiects  presented 
before  it,  wherever  he  is  pIaceo^-«whether  at 
home  or  abroad,  in  the  city  or  m  tfw  oountiy,  he 
can  never  be  at  a  kws  for  means  of  mental  giati- 
fleadon,  and  of  increasing  his  slock  of  intellMtual 
wealth.  He  needs  not  envy  the  rich  and  the  noble, 
on  account  of  the  elegance  of  their  mansions  and 
the  spleadoor of  their  e^pdpage;  forthemagnifi- 


ceoce  and  glories  of  the  universe,  and  all  the 
beauties  of  terrestiial  nature  Ue  before  biro,  aful 
are  at  all  times  ready  to  minister  to  his  enjoy 
ment.  In  investigating  the  admirable  arrange* 
ments  which  appear  in  the  ecmomy  of  creation, 
in-tracing  throughout  that  economy  the  per&o- 
tions  of  his  Creator,  and  in  lodcing  forward  to  a 
nobler  state  of  existence  where  his  views  of  the 
divine  empire  shall  be  expanded,  he  can  e^joy  a 
satis&ction  and  delight  whidi  the  wealth  of  this 
worid  cannot  bestow,  and  which  ks  frowns  and 
calamities  cannot  destroy. 

Besides  the  pleasures  derived  fit)m  a  contem- 
plation  of  the  doctrines  and  the  foots  of  science, 
■  there  ia  a  paaitive  grat^/leation  in  tracing  tha 
tUpa  by  ifiAie/b  lAe  <2iMioUene«  o/  seJcnos  haoa  hteia 
madaf-^ha  raaaaninga  and  damaatatntiona  b^ 
vMah  ita  doatrinea  ara  aupportad,  ondthaanpari- 
mania  b^f  uMth  tht^  atra  pna>ad  and  iUuatratad, 
In  this  point  of  view,  the  study  of  several 
branches  of  mathematical  sdence,  however  ab> 
struse  they  may  at  first  sight  appear,  will  afford 
a  high  degree  of  gratification  to  the  mind. 
When  it  is  announced  as  a  proposition  in  geo- 
metry, *'  that  the  square  described  on  the  hypo* 
thenuse,  or  longest  side  of  a  right  angled  tri- 
angle, is  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  squares  de- 
scribed on  the  other  side,"*— it  is  pleasing  to 

*  The  fonowlng  flgure  will  oonvigr  an  Idea  to  the 
unlearned  reader  of  the  meanftr  |  of  this  propo•^ 

tlOtt. 


AB  C  Is  aright  angled  triangle,  having  the  rlfht 
angle  at  (^  and  A  B  is  the  hypothenuse,  or  longest 
side.  Bj  geometrical  reasoniiMr  it  can  be  demon* 
stiated,  that  the  square  D,desonbed  on  the  longesl 
side  A  B,  is  ezacUy  '"*  to  the  sum  of  the  aquares 
B  and  F,  described  on  uie  other  two  tides.— une  of 
the  uses  of  this  proposition  will  appear  from  the 
IWlowing  example.  Suppose  A  C  the  height  ef  a 
wall— 84  feet,  B  C  the  width  of  a  tr»och  — 18  foet| 
It  is  required  to  And  thelengthof  a  ladder  B  A  which 
wUl  reach  ftom  the  outAle  of  the  trsnch  to  the  top 
ofthewalL  llie  square  of  18  Is  iMi  the  squats  or 
M  is  ITS,  which  added  together  saake  NS,  equal  to 
the  square  D ;  the  square  root  of  whicb  isM  «•  the 
length  of  the  ladder.  On  thispilnclpla  wa  can  ini 
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percetTe,  how  every  step  of  the  demonstntioii  mire  of  the  atmoepbere,— and  fromacoiiipariMP 
proceeds  with  iinerrhig  certain^,  and  leada  the  of  the  weight  of  mercury  suspended  in  a  tiibe 
mind  to  perceive  the  truth  of  the  conclusion  to  with  the  diameter  of  its  boroi  to  be  able  to  cral- 
wiiich  it  leads,  with  as  high  a  degree  of  demons  culate  the  atmospherical  pressure  on  the  body 
itrative  evidence  as  that  S  addeid  to  6  make  9,  of  a  man,  or  even  on  the  whole  earth.  Whui 
or  that  6  multiplied  by  4  make  SO.  In  like  he  is  tokl  that  one  ingredient  <^  atmoepherio  air 
manner,  when  it  is  cleariy  demonstrated  by  ma-  is  the  principle  of  flame,  is  it  not  curigtis  and 
thematical  reasoning,  that  **  the  three  angles  of  highly  interesting  to  behokl  a  piece  of  iron  bum- 
every  triangle,  whatever  be  its  size  or  the  indi-  ing  in  this  gas,  throwing  out  brilliant  srarks  of 
nation  of  its  sides,  are  exactly  equal  to  two  right  white  flame,  and  iQuminating  a  large  ha.1  with  a 
an^es,  or  180  degrees,**  and  that  '*  the  sides  of  «i«*Hing  lustre  1^— and  when  he  is  informed  that 
a  plane  triangle  are  to  one  another  as  the  sines  fixed  air  is  the  heaviest  of  the  gases,  and  d»- 
df  the  angles  opposite  to  them,"  the  utility  and  structive  to  flame  and  animal  life,— is  it  not  gr^ 
importance  of  these  truths  may  not  at  first  view  tifying  to  perceive  this  invisible  fluid  poured  fitjoa 
be  appreciated,  howevw  convincing  the  evi»  qim  vessel  to  another,  and  when  poured  on  the 
dence  firom  which  the  conclusions  are  deduced,  flame  of  a  candle  that  it  instantly  extinguuihea 
But  when  the  studobt  comes  to  know  that  on  it  ?  Many  of  the  deductions  of  natural  science 
these  demonstrated  properties  of  a  trian^e  de-  ur9  so  wonderful,  and  so  unlike  every  thing  we 
pends  the  mode  of  measuring  the  height  of  should  have  previously  conceived,  that  to  tl>e  un- 
mountauis,  and  the  breadth  of  rivers,— of  doteiw  tutored  mind  they  appear  almost  incredible,  and 
mining  the  circumference  of  the  earth,  the  dis-  Uttle  short  of  unfounded  and  extravagant  asser- 
tance  of  the  sun  and  moon,  the  magnitudes  of  tions.  When  such  a  one  is  told  that  "  any 
the  planets,  and  the  dimensions  of  the  solar  sys-  quantity  of  liquid,  however  small,  wiU  counteiv 
tem«— it  cannot  but  afford  a  positive  gratification  poise  any  quantity,  however  great,*'— that  the 
toperceivetheimportant  bearings  of  such  truths,  robbing  of  a  glass  cylinder  against  a  cushion 
and  that  the  astronomer^  when  he  announces  his  wiB  produce  Uie  eflect  of  setting  fire  to  spirits 
sublime  deductions  respecting  the  sizes  and  dis-  of  wine,  or  of  bursting  a  bladder  of  air  at  the 
taaoes  of  the  heavenly  bo^es,  does  not  reat  on  distance  of  a  hundred  feet  fix)m  the  machine- 
vague  conceptions,  but  on  observations  can-  that  the  galvanic  agency  will  produce  a  violent 
ducted  whh  the  nicest  accuracy,  and  on  calco-  and  uncommon  eflect  upon  the  nervous  and  mus- 
lations  founded  on  principles  susceptible  of  the  cular  system— and  that  in  certain  vegetable  in* 
strictest  demonstration.  fbsions,  myriads  of  animals  of  various  forms, 

*<  To  Mow  a  demonstration  of  a  grand  nor  may  be  seen  a  thousand  times  less  than  the 

thematical  truth,"  says  a  powerfiil  and  enlif^i-  smallest  visible  point— such  assertions  are  apt 

ened  writer,—'*  to  perceive  how  clearly  and  how  to  stagger  his  belief  as  improbable  and  extrava« 

inevitably  one  step  succeeds  another,  and  how  gant.    But  when  he  actually  sees  in  the  first 

the  whole  steps  lead  to  the  conclusion,— to  ob-  case,  a  large  hogshead  that  would  hold  above  a 

serve  how  certainly  and  unerringly  the  reason-  hundred  gallons,  filled  with  water,  and  a  long 

ing  ^goes  on  fiiom  things  perfectly  sel^vident,  tube  whose  bore  is  not  half  an  inch  in  diameter, 

ai^  by  the  smallest  admtion  at  each  step,  every  firmly  inserted  into  its  top,  and  a  small  quantity 

one  being  as  easily  taken  after  the  one  before  as  of  water  scarcely  exceeding  a  quart,  poured  into 

the  first  dtep  of  all  was,  and  yet  the  result bemg  the  tube— and    then   beholds  the  top  rapidly 

something,  not  only  far  firom  seltevident,  but  so  awelting,  and  in  a  few  moments,  the  whole  cask 

general  and  strange,  tint  you  can  hardly  believe  burst  to  pieces,  and  the  water  scattered  in  every 

it  to  be  true,  an^  are  only  convinced  of  it  by  direcUon,r-or  in  the  second  case,  when  he  sees 

going  over  the  whole  reasoning,— this  operation  alcohol  suddenly  taking  fire,  and  a  bladder  filled 

of  the  understanding,  to  those  who  so  exercise  with  oxygen  and  hydrogen  gas,  exploding  with  a 

themselves,  always  swords  the  highest  delight."  tremendous  report,  merely  by  the  turning  of  the 

It  is  likewise  a  source  of  enjoyment  to  con-  electrical  machine  at  the  other  end  ot  a  long 

template  the  experiments  by  which  the  doctrines  hall,  and  the  interposition  of  a  wire,— or,  wiien 

of  science  are  supported,  and  the  reasonings  and  in  the  thud  case,  he  sees  a  person  drink  a  glass 

deductions  founded  on  experimental  investiga>-  of  porter  which  has  a  wire  aroum^  it  connected 

tions.    When  a  person  is  told  that  the  atmos-  with  a  galvanic  battery,  and  at  a  certain  stage 

phere  presses  <»i  every  part  of  the  surfiu:e  of  the  of  the  operation,  receive  a  tremendous  coocus- 

earth  vrith  a  force  equal  to  two  thousand  one  tion,  which .  makes  him  start  and  voar  dke  a 

hundred  and  sixty  pounds  on  every  square  foot,  madman,  or,  in  the  last  case,  when  he  looks 

it  must  surely  be  gratifying  to  behold  a  cohmm  through  a  powerful  microscope,  and  perceivea 

of  water  supported  in  a  glass  tube,  open  at  tho  hundreds  of  mites  ISie  so  many  young  pigs, 

'ower  end, — «nd  a  square  bottle  connected  with    clambering  among  rocks  of  cheese,  and  thoo* 

•B  air-pump,  broken  to  pieces  by  the  direct  prea-    sands  of  fidies  in  a  drop  of  watei^— such  expert- 

...  V  .^.    **u  ..     .   ^ .v^.v.    mental  ilUistrations  of  the  truths  of  science,  ca»i 

the  height  of  the  mounuins  in  the  moon,  when  the    .^  <•  a  ,^  ^.^^  ks-ki-  mmti^^^^mv  >iwi  •»  mOtmA 
ength  10  their  shadows  is  known.  not  lail  to  prove  higidy  satisactory,  and  to  allai* 
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mn  meooriderablA  degree  of  entertainmeiit  and  tween  looking  beck   upon  tune   unpmfitabt; 

delist.  wasted,  and  time  spent  in  seU^tmprorement ;  m 

Snke  ooetumial  performance  of$ami\fic  experi'  win  feel  himself  in  the  one  case  listless  and  die- 
MSNls,  as  opportunitT  offers,  and  the  eonttrveUon  satisfied,  in  the  other,  comfortable  and  happy  i 
nf  philimpkiefd  inMlrununUf  may  also  be  oon-  in  the  one  case,  if  he  do  not  appear  to  himself 
▼erted  into  a  source  of  enjoyment.  In  the  one  humbled,  at  least  he  will  not  have  earned  any 
case,  the  student  of  nature  may  derive  gratlficaF-  claim  to  his  own  respect ;  in  che  other  case,  he 
tion,  in  being  the  means  of  communicatinff  «i-  will  enjoy  a  proud  consciousness  of  haying  hy 
tertainment  and  instruction  to  others ;  and  ui  the  his  own  exertions,  beccmie  a  wise,  and  therefore 
ether,  he  may  whet  his  ingenuity,  and  increase  a  more  exalted  creature." 
Us  mental  vigour,  and  be  enaUed,  at  a  small  ex- 
pence,  to  gratify  his  curiosity  in  contemplating  The  subjects  to  which  I  have  now  adverted, 
the  various  processes,  and  the  beauties  and  s«ib-  may  be  considered  not  merely  in  reference  tr  the 
limities  of  nature.  Many  of  the  instruments  of  gratification  they  afford  to  die  understanumg, 
Kiente,  when  elegandy  constructed,  are  beyond  but  likewise  m  reference  to  f^  bengal  tf|^ 
the  reach  of  the  general  mass  of  mankind,  on  enee  they  waJdproduotmiheluurtf  and  m  ssool 
Mcoount  of  their  expense;  but  a  person  of  mode-  tmd  damet&c  enjcgfrneni. 
rate  reflection  and  ingenuity,  during  his  leisure  All  the  truths  relative  to  the  Greatoc^s  opera- 
hours,  can  easily  construct  at  an  inconsiderable  tions  in  the  universe,  when  properly  contempl»- 
expense,  many  of  the  most  useful  instruments  ted,  are  calculated  to  produce  a  powerful  and  in- 
whieh  illustrate  the  facts  of  science.  For  ex-  teresting  impression  upon  the  affections.  Is  a 
ample,  a  powerful  compound  microscope,  capa-  person  gratified  at  beholding  tymmdiy  and  beauty 
ble  of  enabUng  us  to  perceive  the  most  interest  as  displayed  in  the  works  of  art, — ^what  a  high 
lag  minute  objects  in  the  animal,  vegetable,  and  degree  of  delightfiil  emotion  must  be  felt  in  eur- 
nuneral  kinfdoms,  may  be  constructed  at  an  ex-  veying  the  beautiful  arrancements  of  Infinite 
pense  of  little  more  than  a  crown,  provided  the  Wisdom,  in  the  variety  of  forms,  the  nice  pro- 
individual  constructs  the  tubes  and  other  appa-  portions,  the  exquisite  delicacy  of  texture,  and 
ntos  of  pasteboard,  wood,  or  other  cheap  mate-  the  diversified  hues  which  adorn  the  vegetable 
rials;  and  the  occasional  exercise  of  the  mental  kingdom, — in  the  colours  of  the  mornmg  and 
powers  in  such  devices,  so  far  from  being  irk>-  evening  clouds  of  a  summer  dty,  the  plumage  of 
eome  or  fatiguing,  are  generally  accompanied  birds,  Uie  admirable  workmanship  on  the  bodies 
with  satisfaction  ud  pleasure.  of  insects,  the  fine  polish  of  sesHihells,  the  va* 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  study  of  aome  of  riegated  wavings  and  colouring  of  jaspers,  to* 

the  subjects  above  mentioned,  particularly  the  paxes,  and  emeralds,  and  particularly  in  those 

fbst  principles  of  the  mathematics,  may,  in  the  specimens  of  divine   mechanism   in    insecta, 

outset,  be  attended  with  soma  difficulties,  and  to  plants,  and  flowers,  whidi  the  unassisted  eye 

■ome  minds  may  wear  a  dry  and  uninteresting  cannot  discern,  and  which  the  microscope  akne 

aqieet.    But  as  the  mind  proceeds  onwards  in  can  unfold  to  view !    Has  he  a  taste  for  the  suft- 

its  progress,  and  acquires  clearer  conceptions  of  Kmef    How  nobly  is  he  gratified  by  an  enlight- 

what  at  firat  appeared  difficult  or  obscure—  ened  view  of  the  nocturnal  heavens,  where  suna 

every  difficulty  it  is  enabled  to  surmount  gives  &  unnunlbered  shine,  and  mighty  worlds  run  their 

new  relish  to  the  subject  of  investigation,  and  solemn  rounds !    Such  contnnplations  have  a 

additional  vigour  to  the  intellect,  to  enable  it  to  natural  tendency,  in  combination  with  Christiaii 

vanquish  the  difficulties  which  still  remain,— tfll  principles  and  motives,  to  raim  lAs  iiffheHonM  to 

at  length  it  feels  a  pleasure  and  an  interest  in  the  tfiat  Almighty  Being  who  is  the  uncreated  sonrce 

pursuit,  which  no  difficulties,  nor  even  the  lapse  of  all  that  is  sublime'knd  beautiful  in  creatioo,^- 

of  time  can  ever  effectually  destroy.    "  Let  any  to  enkindle  the  fire  of  dnwfion,— to  excite  adnx^ 

man,'*  says  Lord  Brougham, "  pass  an  evening  tian  of  his  infinite  excellences,  and  to  produce 

in  vacant  idleness,  or  even  in  reading  some  silly  profound ImmiUtjf  in  his  presence.   Such  studiee 

tale,  and  compare  the  state  of  his  mmd  when  hie  fikewise  tend  to  preserve  the  mind  in  cahnnesa 

goes  to  sleep  or  gets  up  next  morning,  with  ita  and  srrwoi^  under  the  moral  dispensations  of 

state  some  other  day  when  he  has  passed  a  few  Him  whose  wisdom  is  displayed  in  all  his  ar» 

hours  in  goin|  through  the  proo6,  by  facts  and  rmngeroents,  and  whose  **  tender  mercies  are 

reasonings,  of  some  of  the  great  doctrines  in  over  all  his  works,*^— -and  to  inspire  it  with  hope 

Natural  Science,  learning  truths  whc^y  new  to  and  confidence  in  relation  to  the  future  scenes  of 

him,  and  satisfying  himself  by  careful  examine  eternity,  firom  a  consideration  of  his  power,  be- 

Ikm  of  the  grounds  on  which  known  truths  rest,  nevolence,  and  intelligence,  as  displayed  through- 

eo  as  to  be  not  only  acquainted  with  the  doo-  out  the  universe,  and  of  the  inexhanst3>lesonrcet 

trines  themselves,  but  able  to  show  why  he  be-  of  lelicitf  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  distribute 

Ueftes  them,  and  to  prove  before  others  that  tliey  amcmg  numerous  orders  of  beings  throu^iout  aa 

are  true ;— he  wiD  find  as  great  a  difference  as  hnmortal  existence.    CcotempliKting  the  none* 

ensi  in  the  same  being, — the  difference  be-  roos  displays  of  Divine  mnnifioenoe  around  m 
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ittf«fii6ed  orders  of  delighted  exiiteoee  have  adVerted.    For  want  of  qualification^  §Bt 

that  people  the  air,  the  waters,  and  the  earth,  rati<»ial  conversation,  a  spirit  of  listlessness  aas 

tiio  9ice  adaptation  of  their  organs  and  &colties  indifference  fi^uently  insinuates  itself  into- the 

to  their  different  ritiaations  and  modes  of  life,  the  intercourses  of  families,  and  between  married 

ample  provision  made  for  their  wants  and  enjoy-  indiTiduals,  which  sometimes  degenerates  into 

ments,  and  the  boundless  dimensions  of  the  di-  fretfidness  and  impatience,  and  even  into  jsrs, 

▼ine  empire,  where  similBr  instances  of  benefr-  contentions,  mad  violent  altercations ;  in  which 

cenae  are  displayed— the  heart  is  disposed  to  case  there  can  never  exist  any  high  degree  of 

rest  with  confidence  on  Him  who  made  it,  con-  affection  or  domestic  enjoyment.    It  is  surely 

vinced  that  his  almigh^  power  qualifies  him  to  not  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that  were  die  minds 

make  us  happy  by  a  variety  of  means  of  which  of  pers<ms  in  the  married  state  possessed  of  a 

we  have  no  sdequate  conception,  and  that  his  certain  portion  of  knowledge,  and  endowed  with 

fitithfidness  and  benevolence  dispose  him  to  with-  a  relish  for  rational  investigations — not  onl^ 

hokl  no  real  good  <' from  them  that  walk  np»  wouki  such  disagreeable  effects  be  prevented 

righdy.'^  but  a  variety  of  positive  enjoyments  wouU  be 


Such  studies  wodd  likewise  tend  to  Aei^Alw  introduced.  Substsntialknowledge,  which  leads 
fftt  deUghli  of  90001  enjojfmani.  There  is  no-  to  the  proper  exercise  of  the  menUl  powers,  has 
thing  more  grating  to  the  man  of  intelligence  than  a  tendency  to  meliorate  the  temper,  and  to  pre- 
the  foolish  and  trifling  eonveriation  which  pre-  v«nt  those  ebullitions  of  pasnon,  which  are  the 
▼ails  in  the  various  intercourses  of  social  life,  results  of  vulgarly  and  ignorance.  By  invigo- 
even  among  die  middling  and  the  higher  eirdes  rating  the  mind,  it  prevents  it  fixm  sinking  into 
of  society,  and  in  convivial  assod&tions.  The  peevishness  and  inanity.  It  affords  subjects  for 
ribaldry  and  obsccnibr,  the  folly  mad  nonsense,  interesting  conversation,  and  augments  affection 
and  the  lau^ter  of  UMb  which  too  frequently  by  the  reciprocal  ioierchanges  cS*.  sentiment  and 
distinguish  such  associations,  are  a  disgrace  to  feelinff,  and  the  mutual  communication  of  in* 
our  civilized  condition,  snd  to  our  moral  and  in-  structton  and  entertainment.  And  in  cases  w:here 
tellectual  nature.  Without  supposing  that  it  vriU  malignant  passions  are  ready  to  burst  forth,  m> 
ever  be  expedient  to  lay  aside  dieerfidness  and  tional  alignments  will  have  a  more  powerful  infliK 
rational  mirth,  the  lively  fmile,  or  even  the  loud  ence  in  arresting  their  progress,  in  cultivsted 
lau^,  it  is  sorely  conceivable,  that  a  more  re-  minds,  dian  m  those  individuals  in  whose  consll- 
tional  and  improving  turn  might  be  given  to  gwie-  tution  animal  feeling  predominates,  and  reason 
ml  conversation  than  what  is  frequently  exem-  has  lost  its  ascendancy.  As  an  euUgfatened 
pUfied  in  our  social  intercourses.  And  what  can  mind  is  generally  the  seat  of  noble  and  liberal 
we  suppose  better  calcuhited  to  accomplish  this  sentiments— in  those  cases  where  the  parties  b»- 
«nd  tlum  the  occasional  introduction  of  topics  long  to  different  religious  sectaries,  there  is  more 
connected  with  science  and  general  hnowledgOi  prdbability  of  harmony  and  mutual  forbearance 
when  all,  or  dm  greater  port,  ore  qualified  sotidce  being  displayed,  when  persons  take  on  enloifed 
a  share  in  the  general  conversaUon?  It  would  view  of  the  scenes  of  creation,  and  the  revela^ 
tend  to  stimulate  the  mental  foculties,  to  suggest  tions  of  the  Creator,  than  can  be  expected  in  the 
useful  hints,  to  diffuse  general  information,  to  case  of  those  whose  faculties  are  immersed  in 
improve  science  and  ait,  to  excite  the  ignorant  to  the  mists  of  superstition  and  ignorance, 
increase  in  knovriedge,  to  present  interesting  ob-  How  delightful  an  enjoyment  is  it,  afler  die 
jects  of  contemplation,  to  enliven  the  spirits^  and  busde  of  business  and  the  labours  of  the  day  are 
thus  to  a0bcd  a  source  of  rational  enjoyment,  over, — when  a  married  couple  con  sit  down  at 
It  would  also  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  those  eadi  comer  dt  the  iire,  and,  with  mutual  relish 
shameful  excesses,  noisy  tumidts,  and  scenes  of  and  interest,  read  a  volume  of  history  or  of  po- 
tnfssipcrdaes  which  so  frequently  terminate  our  pular  philosophy,  and  talk  of  the  moral  govenn 
fostive  entertainments.  For  wont  of  quolifica-  ment  of  God,  the  arrangements  of  his  providencoi 
tions  for  such  conversation,  cards,  dice,  childish  and  the  wonders  of  the  univene !  Such  inter- 
questions  and  amusements,  gossiiwig  chit-chat,  esting  ccmversations  and  exercises  beget  a  mutual 
and  tales  of  scandal  are  generally  resorted  to,  in  esteem,  enKven  the  affections,  and  produce  a 
order  to  consume  the  hoiin  allotted  to  social  eiH  fiiendship  lasting  as  our  existence,  and  which  no 
joyment.  And  how  melancholy  the  reflection,  untoward  incidents  can  ever  effectually  impair, 
that  rational  beings  capable  of  investigating  the  A  Christian  pastor,  in  eiving  an  account  of  the 
laws  and  phenomena  of  the  universe,  and  of  pro-  last  ilhiess  of  his  beloved  partner,  in  a  late  peris- 
■ecuiSng  the  most  enlted  range  of  thought,  and  dical  work,  when  alluding  to  a  book  she  had  read 
who  are  destined  to  exist  in  other  worlds,  mrou^  akmg  with  him  about  two  months  before  her  de« 
out  an  endless  duration— shouMi  be  impelled  to  oease,  sa3rs,  "  I  shafl  never  forget  the  pteasure 
resort  to  such  degrading  expedients,  to  wheel  with  which  she  studied  the  iOustiations  of  the 
away  the  social  hours !  divine  perfections  in  that  interesting  book.    RIs* 

Jhmuiic  st^^oymsfif  mghi  Uhtwm  ho  JMf^  ingfimn  die  ccotemplation  if  the  variety,  beau^ 

sasil  mi  hproioi  by  the, studies  to  which  we  iounenscty,  and  order  of  the  creation,  she  ei 
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idlad  fci  the  aMnraace  of  haTing  the  Creator  lor  improving  cooremtioB.    Then  thofe   frnuljr 
her  &ther,  umclpated  with  grejit  joy  the  Tirioo  ftudi,  oontentioni,  and  aeparatioiia,  and  thoae 
of  him  in  the  nezi  world,  and  calculated  with  mip>  proeeeuCioM  for  matrinxmial  infidelity  whkh  are 
hesitating  oonlldenoe  on  the  tofficiency  of  his  now  eo  oonnnon,  would  be  lees  frequently  6b- 
boondless  nature  to  engage  her  moot  intense  in-  traded  on  puUic  Tiew,  and  examples  of  Tirtue, 
terest,  and  to  render  her  unspeakably  happy  for  affection,  and  rational  conduct,  would  be  set  be* 
ffrer."    It  Is  well  known  that  the  late  lamented  fore  the  subordinate  ranks  of  the  cqnunonityi 
Prinoen  ChaHalU,  and  her  consort  Prince  Leo-  which  might  be  attended  with  the  moot  bene6cial 
poM,  lired  together  in  the  greatest  harmony  and  and  permanent  ressits,  not  only  to  the  present^ 
affection ;  aiM  from  what  her  lAogra|Aers  have  bat  to  fotnre  gonerataons. 
stated  respecting  her  education  and  porsoiti,  it  In  short,  &e  possession  of  a  large  store  M 
appears  that  the  motnal  friendship  of  these  illns-  intellectual  wealth  would  fortiAr  the  soul  in  the 
trious  indtndoals  was  heightened  and  cemented  prospect  of  eyery  evil  to  which  humanity  is 
by  the  raxionil  eonretsation  in  which  they  in-  subjected,  and  woold  afford  consolation  and 
dulged,  and  the  elevated  studies  to  which  they  solace  when  fortune  is  diminished,  and  the 
were  devoted.     Her  course  of  edneatioa  em-  greater  portion  of  external  comforts  is  with* 
braced  the  English,  classical,  French,  German,  drawn.    Under  the  frowns  of  adversity,  those 
and  Italian  languages ;  arithmetic,  geographyi  worldly  losses  and  calamities  which  drive  on- 
astronomy ,  the  first  six  books  of  Euclid,  algebra,  thmking  men  to  desperation  and  despair,  wouU 
mechanics,  and  the  principles  of  optics  and  per-  be  borne  with  a  beoommg  magnanimity;  the 
spective,  along  with  history,  the  pdJk^  of  govern-  mind  having  within  itself  the  diief  resources  of 
ments,  and  particiilariy  the  principles  of  the  '  its  happiness,  and  beoonungabnoet  independent 
Christian  religion.    She  was  a  skilfol  musiciani  of  the  world  around  it.    For  to  the  individual 
had  a  fine  perception  of  the  picturesque  in  nn-  whose  happiness  chiefly  depends  on  intellectual 
lore,  and  was  fond  of  drawing.    She  took  great  pleasures,  retirement  from  general  society,  and 
pleasure  in  strolilng  on  the  beach,  in  marine  ex-  the  bustle  of  the  world,  is  often  the  state  of  his 
oundons,  in  walking  in  the  country,  in  rural  highest  eigoyment. 
scenery,  in  conversing  freely  with  the  rustic  in- 
habitants, and  in  investigating  every  object  that  Thus  1  have  endeavoured  briefly  to  iDustnte 
seemed  worthy  of  her  attention.    She  was  an  the  enjoyments  which  a  general  diffusion  of 
enthusiastic  adimrer  of  the  grand  and  beautiflil  knowledge  would  produce— fixMn  a  consider»- 
in  nature,  and  the  ocean  was  to  her  an  dgeet  of  tion  of  the  limited  conceptions  of  the  untutored 
peculiar  interest.     After  her  union  with  the  mind  contrasted  with  the  ample  and  diversified 
prince,  as  their  tastes  were  simDar,  they  engaged  range  of  view  presented  to  the  enfightened  un- 
in  the  same  studies.    Gardening,  drawing,  mu-  derstanding-^from  die  delightful  tendency  of 
sic,  and  rational  conversation,  diversified  their  scientific  portaits,  in  enabling  us  to  trace,  firom 
leisure  hour*.    They  took  creat  pleasure  in  the '  a  single  principle,  an  immense  variety  of  effects, 
culture  of  flowers — m  the  classification  of  them  and  surprising  wad  unexpected  resemblances 
— «ad  in  the  formation,  with  scientific  skill,  of  a  whore  we  least  expected  to  find  themj— >fiom 
hortua  ttecMM,    But  Ihe  library,  which  was  fiir-  the  grand  and  sublime  objects  it  presents  before 
nished  with  the  best  books  in  our  language,  was  us— Sirom  the  varia^  of  novri  and  interesting 
their  favourite  place  of  resort ;  and  their  diief  scenes  which  the  different  departmeitta  of  phy- 
daily  pleasure,  mutual  instruction.    They  were  sical  science  unfold— from  the  exercise  of  tracing 
aeldom  apart  either  in  their  oocupations  or  In  the  steps  by  which  scientific  discoveries  have 
their  amusements ;  nor  were  they  separated  in  been  made— and  from  the  influence  of  such 
their  religious  duties.    *<  They  took  sweet  coun-  studies  on  the  affections  and  on  social  and  do* 
•si  to5^ther,  and  walked  to  the  house  of  Gkkl  in  mestic  eiyoyment. 

company  ;**  and  it  is  also  stated,  on  good  autho-  For  want  of  the  knowledge  to  which  I  haive 
rity,  that  they  had  established  the  worsh^  of  aDuded,  it  happens  tfiat  few  persons  wIm  hav« 
€K)d  in  their  family,  whidi  was  regularly  attended  been  engaged  m  commereia]  or  agricuhoral  pur^ 
by  every  branch  of  their  hoosehokl.  No  woo-  suits  foel  much  enjoyment,  when,  in  the  decline 
der,  then,  that  they  exhibited  an  anspicioos  and  of  life,  they  retre  from  the  active  labours  in 
a  deliditfiil  exanqile  of  private  and  domestic  vir-  which  they  had  been  previously  engaged.  Re- 
toe,  ^L  conjugal  attatAmnnUf  and  of  unobtrusive  tirement  and  respite  from  the  cares  of  businees 
cfaaoity  and  benevolence.  In  the  higher  circles  afford  them  liule  gratification,  and  they  feel  % 
of  society,  as  weU  as  in  the  lower,  it  wookl  be  of  vacuity  withm  which  nothing  aroond  them  or 
immense  importance  to  the  interests  of  domestie  vrithin  the  range  of  their  coneeptioos  can  fifl  up. 
happiness,  that  the  taste  of  the  Princess  Chap-  Being  destitute  of  a  taste  for  intellectual  pur* 
loite  was  more  closely  imitated,  and  that  Ae  suits,  and  devoL*  of  that  svAsL^ilMn  of  thought 
Ikshionable  frivolity  and  dissipaHnn  which  so  which  is  the  grouno-woik  of  menta!  activity  and 
generally  prevail  were  exchanged  for  the  pursuits  of  rational  contemplation,  they  enj<7  nothing  of 
of  knowiodge,  and  the  delists  of  rational  and  that  mental  liberty  and  expaasioB  of  soul  wiiich 
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die  rvtnftti  of  gotitude  afford  to  the  coi4wnpIa^    and  directed  in  ita  operatiaiie  bj  tbe  ezperl* 

uvo  mind ;  tnd,  when  not  engaged  in  (estive  mental  deductiens  of  philoeophj,  it  fiiQowf,  thai 
atiociations,  ure  apt  to  aink  into  a  species  of  list-    a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  science  must  b« 

lessness  and  ttmui.     They  stalk  about  from  conducive  to  a  tki{ful  practice  of  the  arts,  and 

one  place  to  another  without  any  definite  ob-  most  have  a  tendency  to  direct  the  genius  of  the 

ject  in  view — look  at  every  thing  around  with  a  artist  to  carry  them  to  their  highest  pitch  of  im- 

kind  of  unconscious  gaze — are  ^ad  to  indulge  provement.    In  illustrating  this  topic,  I  shaO 

in  trifling  talk  and  gossip  with  every  one  they  endeavour  to  show  that  an  acquaintance  with 

meetp— sad,  feeling  how  Uttle  enjoyment  they  de-  science  would  render  mechanics,  manufacturers, 

rive  from  their  own  reflections,  not  unfequently  and  labourers  more  expert  and  skilful  in  their 

slide  into  habits  of  sensuality  and  intemperance,  diflerent  departments — ^would  pave  the  way  for 

From  what  we  have  stated  on  this  topic,  it  future  discoveries  and  improvements — and  that 

evident^  appears  that  the  pursuits  of  science  the  knowledge  and  spirit  which  produced  such 

are  fitted  to  yieU  a  positive  gratification  to  every  improvements  would  promote  the^extemal  cooh 

rational  mind.    It  presents  to  view,  processes,  ibrti  of  mankind. 

combinations,  metamorphoses,  motions,  and  ob-  t,  A  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  science 

jectsofvarious  descriptions  calculated  to  arrest  would  render  manufacturers,  mechanics,  and 

the  attention  and  to  astomsh  the  mind,  far  ukore  common  labourers  of  all  descriptions  more  skilful 

than  all  the  romances  and  tales  of  wonder  that  in  their  respective  professions  and  employmenia. 

were  ever  invented  by  the  human  imagination.  In  the  arts  of  <^img'  and   eabeo-prnUmff 

When  the  pleasures  arising  from  such  studies  every  process  is  conducted  on  the  princqrfes  of 

are  rendered  accessible  to  all,  human  happiness  chymistry.    Not  a  colour  can  be  imparted  but 

will  be  nearly  on  a  level,  and  the  diflerent  ranks  in  consequence  of  the  aflkity  which  subsists 

of  mankind  will  enjoy  it  nearly  in  an  equal  de-  between  die  cloth  and  the  dye^— or  the  dye  and 

gree.    As  true  enjoyment  depends  chiefly  on  the  mordant  employed  as  a  bond  of  union  be- 

the  state  of  the  mind,  and  the  train  of  thought,  tween  them ;  and  the  colours  will  be  liable  to 

that  passes  through  it,  it  follows,  that  when  a  vary,  unless  the  artist  take  mto  account  the 

man  prosecutes  a  rational  train  of  thought,  changes  which  take  place  in  them  by  the  absoq>- 

and  finds  a  pleasure  m  the  contemplation  of  i»>  tion  of  oxygen ;— a  knowledge  of  which  and  of 

tellectual  objects,  his  hapiunesa  is  less  dependent  the  different  degrees  of  oximzement  wluch  the 

on  mere  sensitive  eiyoyments,  and  a  smaller  several  dyes  ui^ergo,  requires  a  considerable 

portion  of  external  connforts  wiU  be  productive  portion  of  cfaymical  skill ;  and  such  knowledge 

of  enjoyment  than  in  the  case  of  those  whose  is  absolutely  necessary  to  epiUe  either  the 

chief  pleasure  consists  in  sensual  gratifications,  dyer  or  the  calico  printer  to  produce  in  all  cases 

When  inteDeetual  pursuits,  therefore,  shall  oo-  permanent  colours  of  the  shade  he  mtends.    To 

cupy  the  chief  attention  of  mankind,  we  may  in-  chymistry,  too,  they  must  be  indebted  for  the 

dulge  the  hope,  that  those  restless  and  insatiable  knowledge  they  may  acquire  of  the  nature  of  the 

desires  which  avarice  and  ambition  never  cease  articles  they  use  in  their  several  processes— 

to  create,  will  sekkm  torment  the  soul,  and  that  for  the  artificial  production  of  their  most  valua^ 

4  noble  generosity  of  mind  in  rebuion  to  riches  Ue  mordants— and  for  some  cf  their  most  beau- 

witt  distinguish  persons  of  eveiy  rank,  and  be  tiful  and  brilliant  colours.    As  an  evidence  of 

the  means  of  producing  enjoyment  wherever  its  this,  it  is  sufficient  to  state,  that,  to  produce 

influence  extends.  such  colours  as  an  dive  ground  and  yellow 

figures,  a  scarlet  pattern  on  a  black  ground,  or  a 

^-^—  brown  ground  with  orange  figures,  formerly 

required  a  period  of  many  wedts;  but  by  means 

SECTION  v.  of  chymical  preparations  the  whole  of  this  work 

may  now  be  done  in  a  few  days,  and  patterns 

OH  TBB  FmACTidAL  iKTLummom  OF  •ciXJi-  more  delicate  than  ever  produced,  with  a  degree 

Tiric  KirowLSoas,  ahd  its  TBHDSVcr  to  of  certainty  of  which  former  manufacturers  could 

FaoMOTS  TBS  BXTBEVAL  OOMFOBTB  OF  havs  uo  idea ;  and  all  this  is  effected  by  dyeing 

OSHSBAL  sociBTT.  the  cloth  a  sel^colour  in  the  first  instance,  and 

afterwards  merely  printing  the  pattern  wiih  a 

In  the  preceding  section  I  have  considered  the  chymical  preparation,  whidi  discharges  a  part 

beneSoial  tendency  of  knowledge  and  the  ple»-  of  the  origmal  dye,  and  leaves  a  new  ookMir  in 

sores  it  affords,  chiefly  in  reference  to  the  un-  its  stead. 

derstanding  and  the  aflections.    In  the  present  The  art  of  UtoeMv  ^^  likewise  received  so 

section  I  shall  consider  it  more  particulariy ,  in  many  important  improvements  from  chymical  sci- 

regard  to  its  praetkal  fi^teto  on  the  active  em-  ence,  that  no  one  is  now  capable  of  conducting  iu 

pigments  aaid  the  externa'  craalbrts  of  the  processes  to  advantage  who  is  ignorant  of  tho 

middling  a^l  lower  orders  of  the  community^—*  scientific  principles  on  whic^*  *\e  present  prae- 

Evr.y  art,  b«ng  founded  on  amitifie  princqpleB,  tiee  of  that  art  is  founded.    TiO  aboU  *bedoM 
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of  the  eighteeoUie«ntiii7,theoldto£otf«proctof  Bngliflh,  which,  by  chymical  meaoi  trnj  be 
^Iheac^ing  continued  in  practice.  But,  about  purified  at  a  very  smaU  ezpensoi  and  by  the 
that  period  the  introduction  of  the  ovywueriatio  proper  application  of  chymical  agent»»  other 
oflidj  combined  with  alkaliSj  lime  and  other  in-  brown  tallows  may  be  rendered  beautifully 
gredients,  in  Ueachinf  cottons  and  linens,  has  while,  and  fit  for  the  best  purposes.* 
giren  an  entire\y  new  turn  to  every  part  of  the  The  tanning  of  hides  is  now  ascertained  to 
pmcess,  so  that  the  process  which  formerly  re-  consist  in  impregnating  the  animal  matter  with 
quired  several  months  for  its  completion  can  that  peculiar  principle  taken  from  the  vegetable 
DOW  be  accomplished  in  a  few  days,  and  with  a  kingdom,  called  fan,  the  effect  of  which  is  ex- 
degree  of  perfection  which  could  not  previously  plained  entirely  on  chymical  principles.  It  is 
be  attained.  Even  in  a  few  hours,  that  vdiich  now  known  that  many  substances  besides  oak* 
formerly  required  nearly  a  whole  summer,  can  bark,  contafais  tan,  and  to  chymistry  we  are 
BOW  be  effected,  and  that,  too,  merely  by  the  indebted  fw  the  means  of  discovering  with 
action  of  an  almost  inviidbU  fluid.  As  the  accuracy  the  quantity  of  tan  which  the  several 
whole  process  of  bleadiing,  as  now  practised,  astringent  vegetables  contain.  It  is  supposed 
consists  almost  entnely  of  chymical  agents  and  not  to  be  improbable,  when  the  manufacturers 
operations,  every  person  employed  in  this  art,  shall  have  paid  proper  attention  to  chymical 
ought  to  posfeess  a  certain  portion  of  chymical  science,  that  the  article  in  question  may  be  pre- 
knowledge,  otherwise  many  of  its  processes  pared  in  chymical  laboratories,  so  as  entirely  to 
would  run  the  risk  of  being  deranged,  and  the  supersede  the  use  of  oak  bark,  since  the  princi- 
taxture  of  the  materiab  undergoing  the  process  pie  of  tanning  has  already  been  formed  arti^ 
of  bemg  either  materially  injured  or  completely  dally  by  a  modem  chymist.f — ^li  is  also  well 
destroyed.  known,  that  to  chymical  research,  the  manufac- 
The  operation  of  bnumg  fermented  liquors  tures  oif  eortAen-iears  and  poroebim  are  indebted 
is  likewise  a  chymical  process.  The  student  for  the  improved  state  in  which  they  are  now 
of  chymistry  will  learn  how  the  barley  in  the  found.  For,  the  successful  management  of  all 
first  instance  is  converted  into  s  saccharine  their  branches,  from  the  mixture  of  the  materials 
lubstance  by  malting ;  how  the  fermentative  which  form  the  body  of  the  ware,  to  the  produo* 
process  converts  the  saccharine  to  a  spirituous  tion  of  those  brilliant  colours  with  which  such 
mbstance,  and  how  the  latter,  by  continuing  the  articles  are  adorned—is  dependent  on  the  prhv- 
proeess,  becomes  changed  into  vinegar.  He  ciples  of  chymical  science.  The  celebrated 
will  atoo  learn  the  means  of  promoting  and  Wedgewood,  to  whom  this  branch  of  manufac- 
encouraging  this  process,  «nd  how  to  retard  and  tore  is  so  highly  indebted,  devoted  his  whole 
check  it,  when  it  is  likely  to  be  carried  too  far,  attention  to  the  improvement  of  his  art  by  the 
•0  as  to  be  sure  of  uniformly  obtaining  satisfao*  application  of  his  chymical  knowledge,  of  which 
tory  results.  In  this  and  in  every  other  process,  few  men  poasessed  a  larger  share ;  and  he  has 
it  must  therefore  be  of  importance  to  acquire  been  heard  to  declare,  *<  that  nearfy  all  the  diver- 
some  knowledge  of  the  pnnciples  of  natural  sub-  sified  colours  applied  to  liis  pottery  were  pro 
stances,  and  of  the  nature  of  those  changes  duced  only  by  the  oxides  of  iron." 
which  take  place  in  the  materials  on  which  we  There  are  few  persons  to  whom  a  knowledge 
operate.  In  the  maMufactim  qf  socqs,  it  is  ofdhymistryis  of  more  importance  than  to  the 
reckoned  by  thoee  intimately  acquainted  with  the  AgnouUuriU,  It  will  teadi  him  to  analyse  the 
process,  thai  many  thoasimds  per  annum,  now  soils  on  the  different  parts  of  his  farm,  and  to 
lost  to  the  community,  might  be  saved,  were  the  subject  to  experiment  the  peat,  the  marie,  the 
trade  carried  on  upon  scientific  principles,  lime  and  other  manures,  in  order  to  ascertain 
When  a  soap  boiler  is  an  accomplished  chymist,  the  advantages  to  be  derived  firom  them,  and 
he  knows  how 'to  analyze  barilla,  kelp,  potass,  the  propriety  of  applying  them  in  particular  in- 
and  other  materials,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  pro-  stances.  It  will  teach  him  when  to  use  lime 
portion  of  alkali  in  each;  and  when  these  arti-  hot  from  the  kib,  and  when  slacked,  how  to 
eles  are  at  an  exorbitant  price,  he  will  have  promote  the  putrefactive  process  in  his  corn- 
recourse  to  various  residuums,  which  he  will  ^posts,  and  at  what  period  to  check  it,  so  as  to 
decompose  by  chymical  means,  and  use  as  sub*  prevent  the  fertilizing  particles  becoming  iii»> 
stitotes.  He  will  know  bow  to  oxydize  the  prolific  and  of  little  value.  It  will  also  teach 
eenmon  oils  and  oil-dregs,  so  as  to  pve  them  him  the  difference  in  the  properties  of  marie, 
eonsbtence,  and  render  them  good  substitutes  Ume,  dung,  mud,  ashes,  alkaline  salt,  soap- 
to'  tattow  "and  bow  to  tpportion  his  lime  so  as  wsste,  sea^water  and  other  manures,  and,  con- 
ID  make  his  alkali  perfectly  caustic,  without  sequently,  which  to  prefer  in  all  varieties  off 
Bsfaig  an  unnecessary  quantity  of  that  article,  soil.  It  is  said  that  the  celebrated  Lavoisisr 
The  wtam^fadun  of  cmdlea  might  also  derive 
advantage  firom  chymical  sctence.    It  is  found  *  For  most  of  the  above  hints  the  aathor  Is  l» 

portico  of  acid  rendering  them  inferior  to  the  i.  pTnu 


m  ON  THE  GBNE&AL  DIFFUSION  OF  KNOWLBDOE. 

•ultlTitad  t40  Mrei  of  land  in  La  Vendee,  on  kare  both  been  adadniatered,  and  either  of  them 

chymioal  principles,  in  order  to  set  a  good  ez-  may  be  taken  sepantely  without  injoiy  to  the 

ample  to  the  farmers;  and  his  mode  of  culture  animal  economy,— yet  ^a  medical  pralbtitioner, 

was  attended  with  so  much  success,  that  heob-  ignorant  of  the  chymical  affinities  of  such  sub- 

tained  a  third  more  of  crop  than  was  procured  stances,  and  of  the  quality  of  the  compound| 

by  the  usnal  method,  and  in  nine  years  his  an-  should  give  both  of  them  in  conjunction.,  the  xaoM 

nual  produce  was  doubled.  dreadftU  consequences  might  ensue :  since  the 

I  might  alap  hare  illustrated  the  practical  ad>  product  of  thb  mixture,  aay^emted  tmcrMte  ^ 

Ttntages  of  chymical  science  in  relation  to  the  HMrovry,  is  known  to  be  a  moat  corrosive  poi* 

art  ofiuttraddng  mttaUJrom  thmr  ores,—- the  con-  son ;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  hundreds 

Version  of  iron  into  steel,  and  the  metallic  ore  of  lives  have  been  destroyed,  by  ignorant  pre- 

into  malleable  iron—the  mam^aetur*  of  glum^  tenders  to  medical  science,  'in  consequence  of 

aAMi,  copperat,  62im  vilriW,  •oda^  potaiJij  Mono-  the  injudicious  administration  of  such  4elete> 

C9-ieatiur,  paptr,  tlarchf  vomuA,  and  P/iimmn»-  rious  preparations. 

Mwe— the  r^fiiUng  of  tugar,  md^pttn,  gold  and        But  chymistry  is  not  the  only  sdence  which 

stftMr—theartifidal/wvialion  ofie»— >theine<AMf  is  of  utility  in  the  arts  which  minister  to  the 

^  premrving  jMi,  meat,  and  other  artides  of  comlbrt  and  pecuniary  interests   of  sodetf . 

food,  and  various  other  processes  oomiected  Geometiy,  trigonometify,   conic  sections,  and 

with  the  practical  departments  of  life,  all  of  other  branches  of  mathematical  knowledge;  hyw 

which  are  strictly  chymical  operations,  and  can  drostatics,  hydraulics,  mechanics,  optics,  botn- 

be  improved  and  brought  to  perfection  chiefly  ny,  minerdogy  and  the  other  departments  of  tha 

by  the  knowledge  and  application  of  the  do^  physical  sciences,  may  be  rendered  of  essential 

urines  and  facts  of  chymical  science.  service  to  artisans  and  mechanics  of  various  d^ 

With  regard  to  the  professions  of  the  phjftim  scriptions.    All  the  sciences  are,  in  some  de- 

cian,  Horgtonf  and  opoifmoaryf  it  is  now  univer-  g»e,  connected,  «nd  reflect  a  mutual  li^tupon 

sally  admitted,  that  an  extensive  acquaintance  one  another ;  and  consequently  the  man  who 

with  the  pnnciples  and  (acts  of  chymtttry  is  e^  has   the    most  extensive   acquaintance  with 

sentially  requisite  to  the  successful  practice  of  science,  is  best  qualified  for  carrying  to  pei^ 

these  arts.    The  human  body  may  be  considered  feotion  any  one  department  of  the  useful  arts, 
as  a  species  of  lobentary,  in  which  the  various        Fnetieat  Goometry  is  highly  useful  to  almost 

processes  of  absorption,  secretion,  fermenta-  every  mechanic  and  artisan,  particulariy   to 

lion,  composition  and  decomposition  are  iiw  mill-wrights,  bricklayers,  carpenters  and  nn- 

cessantly  going  forward.    Every  article  of  food  sons.    It  teaches  them  to  form  angles  of  anj 

and  drink  we  throw  into  the  stomach,  eveiy  assigned  number  of  degrees,  to  draw  parallel 

portion  of  atmospheric  air  we  receive  into  the  and  perpendicular  lines,  to  proportion  drcumlb- 

lungs,  every  impresrion  we  derive  from  the  sur-  renees  to  diameters,  to  divide  circular  rims  into 

roundmg  elements,  every  motion  of  the  heart  any  number  of  parti,  to  estimate  the  square  or 

and  lungs,  and  every  pulse  that  vibrates  within  cubical  contents  of  any  piece  of  workmanship, 

OS,  may  be  considered  as  effecting  a  chymical  and  to  calculate  the  price  they  ou^t  to  receivn 

change  in  the  vital  fluids,  and  in  every  part  of  for  any  work  they  perform,  according  to  iti 

the  animal  system;  the  nature  of  which  it  u  of  solid  or  superficial  dimensions.    In  forming  ev- 

th»  utmost  importance  to  the  medical  practi^  timates  of  the  ejq»ense  of  any  proposed  under- 

tioner  thoroughly  to  investigate  and  understand,  taking,  the  carpenter,  bricklayer,  and  architect 

For,  how  can  he  be  supposed  to  be  successful  must  find  such  knowledge  essentially  requisite  , 

in  hb  attempts  to  counteract  the  disorders  to  and  even  the  common  bbourer  who  undertakes 

which  the  human  frame  u  incident,  and  to  pro-  the  formation  of  roads,  the  digging  of  pits,  and 

duce  a  chymical  effect  on  the  constitution  of  his  the  clearing  away  of  rubbish,  will  find  the  prin- 

patient,  if  he  is  ignorant  either  of  the  processes  ciples  of  arithmetic  and  geometry  of  important 

which  are  going  on  in  the  system,  of  the  chy-  service  in  estimating  the  rate  at  which  be  caa 

mical  properties  of  the  substances  whidi  he  perform  such  operations.  The  following  geom»- 

throws  into  it,  or  of  the  effects  which  they  wil|  trical  theorems,  besides  many  others,  are  cap»- 

certainly  produce  ?    If  he  is  ignorant  of  the  Me  of  a  variety  of  practical  applications,  in 

chynucal  affinities  that  subsist  between  the  va^  many  departments  of  ihe  arts.    ^  If,  fitNn  the 

nous  artides  of  the  Materia  Medica,  he  may  two  ends  of  any  diimeter  of  the  circle,  two  linen 

often  administer  ^parmtions  which  are  not  be  drawn  to  meet  in  any  one  point  of  the  circle 

only  inefficacious,  but  even  poisonous  and  de-  whatever,  such  bnes  are  perpendicular  to  eadi 

Btractive  to  his  patient.    When  two  chymical  other,"  or,  in  other  words,  they  form  n  rijriit 

substances,  each  of  which  might  be  adminin-  angle  at  the  point  of  contact.'^    Again,  *'  Tlis 
tared  Sfnurirfgfy  with  safety,  are  combined,  they 

sometimes  produce  a  substance  whidi  is  highly  ^  FprwMjge^  ftcj^^ 

deleterious  to  the  animal  system.   For  example,  ^  ^j,,^  y,^  ^^^  ^  perpea«eular  to  eech  oilMt 

ahhough  MMreiuy  and  osygsnlsad  nmnafie  acid  aadeunsaqpiantlytheangieat  CwUl  be  ailgat  an 
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•reas  of  all  cirdea  are  m  exact  proportioa  to 
the  squares  of  their  radii,  or  half  diameters.** 
If,  for  example,  we  draw  a  circle  with  a  pair  of 
compasses  whose  points  are  stretched  4  inches 
•sunder,  sad  another  with  an  extent  of  8  inches, 
the  large  circle  is  encdj  fiwr'tinut  the  size  or 
area  of  the  small  one.    For  the  square  of  4 
is  =iI6,  and  the  square  of  8  issa  64,  which  is 
tnir  times  16.    And  as  the  circumferences  of 
*e  circles  are  in  proportion  to  the  radii,  it  will 
loUow,  that  the  Inngth  of  a  string  which  would 
go  round  the  cunre  of  the  larger  drde  is  est- 
acdj  lioiiAfe  the  length  of  one  which  would  go 
round  the  leaser.    Mechanics,  in  recognising 
such  theorems,  will  meet  with  many  opportuni- 
ties of  reducing  them  to  practiee.— Again,  there 
is  a  figure  whidi  Geometricians  term  a  jMra6sfa, 
which  is  formed  every  time  wo  pour  water  foiw 
cibly  from  the  mouth  of  a  teakettle,  or  throw  a 
Mono  forward  from  the  hand.    One  property  of 
the  parabola  is,  that  if  a  spout  of  water  be  di- 
rected  at  half  a  oerpendicular  from  the  ground, 
or  at  an  angle  of  elevatioa  of  46  degrees,  it  will 
come  to  the  ground  at  a  greater  distaaca  than 
if  any  other  direction  had  been  giroi  it,  a  sKght 
albwance  being  made  for  the  resistance  of  the 
air.    Hence  the  man  who  guides  the  pipe  of  a 
fire-engine  may  be  directed  how  to  throw  the 
water  to  the  greatest  distance,  and  he  who  aims 
at  a  mark,  to  give  the  projectile  its  proper  di- 
rection.—To  surveyors,  navigators,  landnnea- 
surers,  gangers  and  engineers  a  knowledge  of 
the  mathematical  sciences  is  so  indispensably 
requisite,  that  without  it,  such  arts  cannot  be 
sUifuDy  exercised. 

C 


ff  «   ??J**  »«««•  the  llncB  A  D,  and  B  D.  A  B  and 

tfcrJllIIl!2??l!*.J^'  *"«■«  *«  ^^^  o^wrt  and 
^ff^2TJi  **«•*•  case  to  whatever  point  of  the 
?,^!?rti^!**'^  ?^.^"-     ""»«  practical  appll- 

wscially  whMi  he  lotemls  the  two  «ads  or  sklM  of 
eacbSS     "***^**'^  ^  ■**°^  perpendicular  to 
6 


Thtpkyncd  adtncet  are  abo  of  the  JieatOf  t 
olUily  m  almost  every  department  of  art.    To 
masons,  architecU,   ship-buflders,   carpenters 
and  every  other  class  employed  in  combming 
P'Sr*"^*/"*"*  heights,  quarrying   stones! 
building  piers  and  bridges,  spUuing  rocks,  w 
pumping  water  finm  the  bowels  of  the  earth  —a 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  msdiomcs 'and 
a^tnamcs  19  of  the  first  hnportance.    By  means 
of  these  sciences  the  nature  of  the  lever  and 
other  mechanical  powers  may  be  learned,  and 
their  forces  estuiated— the  force  produced  bv 
any  partiouJar  combination  of  these  powers  cai 
culated-and  the  best  mode  of  applying  such 
forces  to  accomplish  certain  effecte,  ascertained. 
By  a  corabinaUon  of  the  mechanical  powers  the 

SBwDest  force  may  be  multiplied  to  an  almost  m- 
defimte  extent,  and  with  such  assistance  man  haa 
been  enabled  to  rear  woiks  and  to  perform  ope. 
rations  which  excite  astonishment,  and  which 
lus  own  physical  strength,  assisted  by  aU  that 
the  lower  animals  could  fiimish,  would  have 
been  altogether  badequate  to  accomplish.    An 
acquautance  with  the  experiments  which  have 
been  made  to  determine  l*«sfr«ngAc/»utfma«f. 
and  the  resiilts  which  have  been  deduced  from 
tftem,  IS  of  immense  importance  to  every  class 
of  mechanics   employed  in   engineering   and 
architectural  operations.    From  such  •Sroeri- 
memii,  (which  have  only  been  lately  attended  tc 
on  scientific  principles)  many  useful  deductions 
ttiigbt  be  made  respecting  the  best  form  of  morw 
tises,  jomts,  beams,  tenons,  scarphs,  &c. ;  the 
art  of  moflf  mohnff  and  the  manner  of  disposing 
and  combining  the  strength  of  different  suU 
ftances  in  naval  arehitecture,  and  m  the  rearw 
mg  of  our  buildmgs.    For  example,— from  the 
expenments  now  alluded  to  it  has  been  deduced, 
that  the  strength  ofany  piece  of  material  dnendi 
fu^imiu  depth,  or  on  that  dimension  which 
is  m  the  direction  of  its  strain.    A  bar  of  timber 
oTwie  mch  m  breadth,  and  two  mches  in  depth 
i»/>««r  iimat  as  strong  as  a  bar  of  only  one  inch 
deep ;  and  it  is  Aeics  as  strong  as  a  bar  two 
mches  broad  and  one  deep,  that  is,  a  joint  or 
tever  IS  always  strongest  when  laid  on  ita  edge. 
Hence  it  foUows,  that  the  strongest  joist  that* 
canbe  cut  out  of  a  round  tree  is  not  the  one 
Which  has  the  greatest  quantity  of  timber  m  it 
but  such  that  the  product  of  its  breadth  bv  the 
square  of  its  depth  shall  be  the  greatest  pos- 
sibie.— Again,  from  the  same  experiments  it  is 
found,  that  a  hollow  hdm  is  ttnmger  than  a  aolid 
ndeontainmg  the  KOMqumi^^  maker.    This 
pit^erty  of  hollow  tubes  is  also  accompan:ed 
with  greater  stiffness ;  and  the  superioSi^  in 
■irength  and  stiffiiess  is  so  much  the  greater  as 
tfie  surromidmg  sheM  is  thimier  in  pr^ortion  to 
itsdiame-^r.    Hence  we  find  that  thebones  of 
men  and  other  animals  are  ibrmed  hollaw,  which 
renders  them  inoomparaUy  stranger  aad  stiffer. 
gires  more  room  for  the  iaserUon  of  musdea^ 
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nd  makca  then  1i|fatar  und  nun  apis,  Ihu  if  Tl^  !• 

Mj  mra  coBiInictBd  oT  »lid  ■oilisi.     In  lik* 

umwr  (hfl  bcnei  of  blrdi,  vrtiich  uv  IhioDcr 

lui  thoaft  uf  och«f  uimtUT  vhI  li^fl  quilli  fai 

KIT    HiDfi.  mcquirs    bj  iheir   Uiiddsb    Uib 

traD(th  which  ii  otccmrj,  while  liity  ire  » 


rli  of  michLn^rj  hoUow, 


ba,  which  imit  of  ibt  ' 
fltudi,  mih]  fhe  method  ^  estinuLing  Ihsir  t«]c>- 
dty  mod  6)rcB,  requirt  lo  be  Iborou^y  uniiir- 
■twxl  bj  all  Ihoas  who  ua  einplojed  in  Iha 

(ritar'Hiilli,  fbunlaioi,  6mB^H,  hyiratua- 
a]  pTes««« ,  vhI  ia  (lifl  fennuiou  oTcinali,  wet- 


ikaj  wiU  cdMUDtlj  be  lubla  ' 


•anr 

■ItubMlhklCOBK 

ouniul 

oilh  each  other. 

•mi 

lud  It  Iha  •UK 

beifh 

b  til  of  than. 

whether  ther  be  tiniQ 

rgroel 

oWiq 

6,— a«l  Ihe  pre. 

•ureof 

uidi  ii  directlr 

wth 

th=u<«,).  regard 

irater  cUacharged  at  the  aune  time,  by  different 
^Hrtura,  under  iha  laine  haiglh  (f  aurfica  in 
Iba  reaamir,  are  lo  each  other  aaaclj  sa  Iha 
■reu  of  their  apartuna, — wiU  bs  liiuad  capaUa 
'  ]  to  jdumban,  flnglnaarB, 

T  hillB  or  TlUuH,  or  in 
ttainf  it  Aa  a  raecfaanicai  power,  bj  a  r«c«^iu- 
tioa  oT  which  Ihejr  will  bs  anabled  lo  (oreiee,  [he  preMtue  upon  the  bptton  of  iha  Tawnl  OB 
with  eerlauirj,  ihe  reaulla  lo  be  exnected  froia  FG,  whan  they  are  filled  with  wtitsr,  or  utf 
Iheir  plana  and  oparaiiona ;  for  want  at  which  Mher  liquid,  ooiwilliaiiuKliiig  Umt  ihen  will  be  ■ 
knowledge  amj  jriauiible  achemei  haTe  been  much  greater  quanlit)'  of  waler  in  the  tylindrl. 
fnutnled,  and  auma  of  monej  eipaaded  lo  do  cal  than  in  ihe  conical  Teaael ;  ar,inal)m  wordi, 
purpoaa.  Iba  bolbai  BG  will  eualain  a  preaaurs  rqual  n 
Thelallowiii{%uraauidei|riualioaawiGlaiid  whU  il  would  be  if  the  Tnaal  were  aa  wide  ti 
lo  illunnta  aaaa  of  Iha  principlea  now  ntied :  the  lop  «a  ai  the  butlom.  In  like  uumer,  Um 
— I.  Fluida  preii  in  proportioo  to  Iheir  prpet.  boOom  of  tlie  Teaiel  UIKL,  iig.  3,  auataina  • 
duru^  Jiajf^i  and  tha  baaa  vf  Iha  vobibI  cod-  preeeure  only  equal  to  ihe  cokunn  whoaa  baao  h 
laioiDg  Ibam,  wilhoul  regard  to  the  quaodtjr.  KL,  and  height  KM,  and  not  aa  Iha  wheta 
Thug,  if  Ihe  Taaael  ABC,  fie.  t,  haa  ila  bua  quinlilj  of  fluid  csolained  in  the  naal ;  all  tfaa 
BC  equal  ta  tha  baaa  FQ  of  iha  C34indria]  Tea-  raaef  Ihe  fluid  beinc  ruppotled  bjr  the  lidn, 
■el  DEFQ,  fig.  1,  bat  la  much  nnaller  (t  the  lop  Tiui  demoaalnlion  of  thtae  poaitioae  would  ao> 
A  than  at  tha  bodoai,  and  oTtheoma  hoigfal;  cupj  loo  much  room,  aodUmanj  readeia  would 
the  puiua  tfOB  die  boMoD  BC  la  «  fraot  at  appear  loo abaDscl  and  inuniereetiBg ;  bu  ib«j 
inO  be  Ibond  ■aliafactcrQy  deootutraiad  io  stoat 
..IB  wlik««  BarUcalar     '     '        ' ' ' '     ' 
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lira  of  dw  UTifroiUtlcalpanAji,  nvBalf,  "  IbU     Whuenr  btiba  iiicliDUnn</il»liibt  EF.kuII 

a^uuilitycf  Buid,1»wenrii»D,nuT  ba  nuds     llu  parpaadtcul*!  tidiudswill  be  1h«  tuae  u 

to  counlBrpoin    a  qumiltf ,  howemr  paU."     Ihat  of  Uw  oihw  iub«,  ilihough  tha  column  «t 

ThiH,  if  u>  ■  wida  Taaial  AB,oaBtUch  *  tuba     walai  nuiM  ba  mucb  longer  Ihsn  iboas  Id  the  iip. 

CD,  oamnumieiiuig  wiih  tlw  raaal,  ukl  poui     rigbt  lubii.     Hanca  U  ii  eiideni,  ihsi  il  amall 

quantity  of  ft  fluid  may,  uodar  certain  cii^um- 

M>ace(,ooimte[baluKauir(|UuUil7ifthaian» 

fluid,     Heiua  alio  Iha  truth  dT  ifaa  principla  In 

brdnatatica.Uut "  ialkbianUaAJuH  a  couaa. 

•isalraii,  wWta  tikqp  ta  ajwiJ  ar  iwafiial,  tJbin  or 

aUi}w,lA(jb>>d  alidi^a  rtaa  la  lk«  asna  JWijibl." 

F»ditba>e&eliitlbU(»r(,(b4twntereannoC  b« 

^  ooimf  ad  bj  naana  of  a  pipa  that  ii  laid  in  a  r^ 

MTToii  10  anj  plnca  that  ii  higfaar  than  tba  raaar- 

Thaae  prindplaa  pfniit  mt  tha  n»da  t£  c«h 

TajiogwaiaraoroatTiiUBji without thoH  cipeo- 

aira  aqueducla  which  ware  arecled  by  the  aiw 

cieata  forthia  pufpoaa*    A  |upa,  cao&rming  to 

tha  ah»pa  of  tba  TaJle  j,  will  anawor  evary  pur- 

poae  of  an  aquadiicC.     BiTppoaa  tha  tpring  at  A, 

1  ^.  S,  and  waiar  ia  mnied  to  tha  other  )ids  ef 

tha  TaUej  to  auppij  the  iwuaa  H,  A  pipe  tt  lead 

or  ina  laid  Ironi  the  iprini-haad  acroaa  Ihe  nl- 

ley  wiH  coDTay  the  water  up  to  the  level  oC  tha 

—^^^—-  Bpriag.fae4d;and  iflheboiuaataDd  a  litlleLowei 

wmlerintoit,  the  water  will  nm  into  the  larger     lhaBlhaapcing-head,aaiDataiilalream  will  pan 

*n*el  AB,  aud  win  itand  at  Iha  auna  height  G     into  the  eutenu  and  pooda  where  it  ia  inquired, 

•ndOinboth.     Kweafflian  btclhnd  lube  &F/    M  if  Ihe  hovaa  had  Mood  on  lb*  other  aide  of  the 

Iftewise  conununkatini  with  the  larp  tmiiI,     faSej;  and, eaoaequanlly,  will  aaretheeipeDae 

Ibawuer  wUlalaoitaBdatE.atiheaanwheight     of  the  archaa  BB,  hy  whidi  iha  ancient  Roniana 

u  in  liu  edier  two;  llie  perpendkokr  altiuid*     eoadiKMd  water  frotn  one  hM  to  another.     But, 

aaing  the  luw  ia  all  tha  tbisa  lubea,  bowanr     if  the  nllay  be  reiy  deep,  'he  ptpea  mual  be 

■Bafllheooe  uyba  hi  proportion  to  the  other,     mtdaiwy  alraig  oear  ita  boiiaa,  otherwiie  they 

Thia  e^ierimeiil  dead;  prora*  IbW  >lw  nuU  co-     wW  ba  tpi  ta  bural ;  aa  Ihe  presaare  it  water 

hidn  of  water  balamaa  aad  aupporta  Iliel>r|a     faicrcaaea  in  the  rapid  rkUooT  1,  3,  S,  7,  B,  fcc. 

ocfatDB,  wliieh  it  could  nolde  iflh*  lalanl  pres-     uid  b'alwara  in  ptoponuQ  toil 


8.  IHidd*  firaia  >■  aD  dirB^aiu,  laterally  and  (lit)  cf  two  thick  oral  boards,  abool  IS  inchea 

apwwda,  u  well  aa  downwarda.     Thai  fluida  long  and  IS  inchea  broad,  united  to  each  olliar 

praaa  laliraBj  may  ha  aeeg  by  boring  a  bole  in  by  leather,  ao  aa  to  open  and  ahul  like  a  pair  of 

Ike  aide  af  a  eaak  conlabiing  any  liqoid,  when  common  beliowa,  but  withool  ralrca.    Inlo  thia 


Oh  liquid  wiU  run  out  in  conaequenee  of  Ibo     Iniinmiini  a  pipe  B,  teieral  feet  high,  ■•  bed 
lateral  pnuBure.     The  iqneanj  preaiure  ia  nM     alD.     If  we  pour  water  into  the  pipe  at  it*  to| 
(o  obtieua,  but  ia  ctearly  prorad  by  the  fhDowiag     C,  ilwUl  run  inio  the  brllowi  aiJaepaiale  ih 
wrperimaBt,with  anhatrmnentp 
lb*  VAwtatic  baUowa  >— Thii 


ytbefhOowiiu  C,  il  will  run  inIo  the  brllowi  aiJ  aepaiale  iha 
oerally  terned  bnrda  a  Dttl*.  If  we  (hen  lay  three  wei^M, 
machine  oeo-     eaeb  weifhing  lOO  poundi,  upon  the   upper 
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bMid,  WkI  poor  acn  mler  into  Ifac  jnpc,  il  cful dependeol upoa  itippaulalMTMiiilhA 

■fQ  run  iota  Ihs  bsQowi,  uhI  niia  Dp  ibe  iB<kDC]r.     By  ihs  ipplkslioci  tt  6m  pow«r  tb* 

boud  widi  (lU  ib«  wfll^U  Dpon  It.  And  thou^  lUa  Mr.  Bruuh  formHl  what  ia  «]l«il  Iha  Bjp 

ttiB  nlsr  in  ihs  tube  ihould  weigh  b  tli  oolj  a  ifrDitatie  Pmt,  by  which  i  prodigioua  ford  ia 

qDuMr  of  a  pound,  jet  ll»  pranura  cf  thic  obtuoed,  ud  bj  Iho  help  of  which,  htj,  amir, 

nul  tbrcs  upon  the  water  below  in  tfaa  baOowi  wool,  mid  Diher  tight  lubatucei,  inay  b«  Ibrcod 

ahall  nippcal  Ihs  naigtti,  wbicb  an  SOO  pound* ;  into  a  Tai;  amall  tiulk,  ao  ai  to  b«  Uken  ia 

nor  wiD  Ibay  bars  waigbt  enough  lo  maka  ibem  largo  quantiiiei  oo  hoaii  a  ihip.    With  a  ma- 

daacend,  and  cniguer  tha  weight  oT  water,  bjr  chine,  on  thii  priuciplfl,  oTlba  liie  ofa  lea-pot, 

forcing  H  out  oT  the  nmith  of  tha  pipe.     The  Mandbg  berore  him  on  a  table,  a  man  it  enabled 

raaaoaoTtbii  will  appMiftnm  what  baa  been  to  col  through  a  thick  bar  of  iron  ai  eaaily  aibs 

ah'eadj  itatad  reapecting  ihe  prwure  of  floida  conid  dip  a  piece  of  paateboard  with  a  pair  tt 

■i  equal  haighta,  wiihoot  any  regard  lo  the  ahaen.    By  thia  macbine  a  prenure  of  £00  ot 

quantitiei.    F«,  ifabole  bo  made  in  Ihe  upper  600  tou  maybebrooght  to  bear  Bpcn  any  nb- 

board,  and  a  tube  be  put  Into  it,  the  water  will  itaneei  which  il  ia  wiihed 


petina* 
nholaa. 


m  the  tube  to  the  aaiue  height  that  it  doea  lo  cut  in  piecei,  or  to  puQ  asradar, 

high  (by  atq>-         Upon  [he  nme  principle,  the  tun  er  hogabaad 

a>  (he  board  HI,  fg.  7,  when  filled  with  water,  nay  be 

a  van  atand  burat,  by  preeaing  it  with  fune  pnimdi  addi- 

opoa  Ihe  upper  boan],  and  blow  into  (he  beDowi  tional  weight  of  the  fluid  through  Ott  amall  tube 

throngb  the  pipe,  he  wiQ  raiae  himaalT upward  BX,  which  may  be  auppoaed  to  be  from  t6  to 

iBon  Iheboard;  and  the  cmaUerthe  bore  ofthe  SO  feel  in  height.    Fran  wbal  ha)  been  already 

pipe  ia,  Ibe  saaiar  win  he  be  ahle  to  raiae  hint-  ainted,  it  neceaaarilT  Ibllowa,  thai  (he  nnal] 

aeIC    And  if  he  pot  lua  fi^eria  (he  (opoftbo  qnanti^  oT  water  which  tha  tube  EI.,  motaina, 

pipe  ha  nay  wofffan  Unaalf  aa  loof  ai  b«  preaati  (moo  Ihe  bottom  of  (be  Oaiwidi  aamnch 

Dleaaaa.  ibree  aa  ifa  column  of  water  bad  been  added  aa 

The  uaaa  to  which  diii  power  maT  be  applied  wide  ai  lb*  tun  ilaelf,  and  aa  long  u 
>lPof(realnii«ljaidei'            ' 
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A  ftw  ytmn  ago,  a  frioad  oTmiiie,  when  in  Ire-  pipe,  and  then,  after  haTing  flo^eed  horizootafijr 

•and,  performed  thb  experiment  to  oontinoe  an  ia  a  eucceesion  of  pipes  under  the  parementi  ii 

Bngliflh  gentlftmany  who  called  in  (pieation  the  raised  up  again  through  another  pipe,  as  liigh  as 

principle,  and  who  laid  a  bet  of  fiftr  pounds  that  the  fi>untain  in  the  Temple  Garden.    It  is  upon 

it  would  not  succeed.    A  hogshead,  ahoTs  S  feet  the  same  principle  that  a  vessel  may  be  filled 

high,  and  above  2  feet  wide,  was  ffled  with  either  at  the  mouth  or  at  the  bottom  indifiereutly, 

water ;  a  leaden  tube,  with  a  narrow  bore,  be-  provided  that  it  is  done  through  a  pipe,  the  top 

tween  SO  and  SO  feet  bng,  was  firmly  inserted  of  ^R^ch  is  as  high  as  the  top  of  die  vessel  to  be 

into  the  top  of  the  hogsheaid ;  a  person,  irom  the  filled.    Hence,  likewise,  it  follows,  that  when 

uppw  window  of  a  house,  poured  in  a  decanter  piers,  aqueducts,  or  other  hydraufic  works  for 

of  water  into  the  tube,  and,  before  the  decanter  the  retention  of  water,  are  to  be  constructed,  U 

was  quite.emptied,  the  hogshead  began  to  swell,  becomes  necessary  to  proportion  their  strength 

and,  in  two  or  three  seconds,  burst  into  pieces,  to  the  lateral  pressure  which  they  are  likely  to 

while  the  water  was  scattered  about  with  im-  sustain,  which  becomes  greater  in  proportion  to 

sense  force.  the  height  of  the  water  to  be  sustained.    WaQs, 

Hence,  we  may  easily  perceive  wiiat  mischief  likewise,  designed  to  support  terraces,  oof^  tr 

may  sometimes  be  done  by  a  very  small  quantity  ho  sufficiently  strong  to  resist  the  lateral  pressure 

of  water,  when  it  happens  to  act  according  to  its  of  the  earth  and  rubbish  which  Ihey  are  to  su»> 

perpendicular  height.    Suppose,  that  ia    any  tain,  since  this  pressure  will  be  greater  m  the 

buiUing,  near  the  foundation,  a  small  quantity  particles  of  earth,  of  which  the  terraces  are 

of  water,  ooly  of  the  extent  of  a  square  yard,  has  composed,  are  lees  bound  together,  and  in  w(>> 

settled,  and  suppose  it  to  have  coiftpletely  filled  portion  as  the  terraces  are  more  elevated.    The 

op  the  whole  vacant  space,  if  a  tube  of  fO  feet  increase  of  pressure  in  proportion  to  the  depth 

Imig  were  thrust  down  into  the  Water,  and  filled  of  any  fluid  likewise  shows  the  necessity  of  fonn- 

with  water  from  above,  a  force  of  more  than  5  ingthe  sides  of  pipes  or  masonry  in  which  fluids 

tons  would  be  applied  to  that  part  of  the  building,  are  to  be  retained,  Mrpnger  %oward§  ih»  bottom, 

which  would  'blow  it  op  with  the  same  force  as  where  the  pressure  is  greatest    If  they  are  no 

gunpowder.*    The  same  eflTect  may  sometimes  thicker-  than  what  is  sufficient  for  resisting  the 

be  produoed  by  rain  foiling  into  long  narrow  pressure  near  the  top,  they  wiQ  soon  give  way  by 

efamks,  that  may  have  inadvertently  been  left  in  the  superior  pressure  near  the  bottom;  and  if 

bonding  the  walls  of  a  house ;  whidi  shows  the  they  are  thick  enough  in  every  part  to  resist  the 

importance  of  fiUing  up  every  crevice  and  open-  great  pressure  bek>w,  they  will  be  stronger  than 

Ing  of  a  buikling,  and  rendering  the  walls  as  necessary  in  the  parts  above,  and,  consequently, 

dme  and  conqiact  as  possible.    Hence,  like-  a  superfluous  eapense,  that  might  have  been 

wise,  similar  processes  in  nature,  connected  saved,  will  be  incurred  in  the  additiooal  materials 

with  poob  of  water  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  Mmmit  employed  in  their  coostmction.    The 

sMy  occasionally  produce  the   most  dreadfiil  same  principle  is  applicable  to  the  construotioB 

devastations.    For,  shoidd  it  happen,  that,  in  of  flockUgates,  dams,  and  banks  of  every  de- 

the  mterior  of  a  mountain,  two  or  three  hundred  scription,  for  resisting  the  force  of  water.  When 

feet  below  the  surface,  a  pool  of  water  thirty  or  the  strength  and  thickness  requisite  for  resisting 

forty  square  feet  m  extent,  and  only  an  inch  or  the  pressure  at  the  greatest  depth  is  once  asoet^ 

two  in  depth,  was  collected,  and  a  small  crevice  tained,  Ike  walls  or  banks  may  be  made  to  taper 

er  opening  of  half  an  inch  in  breadth  were  eon-  upwards,  according  to  a  certain  ratio  founded  on 

tinued  from  the  suiface  to  the  water  in  the  the  strength  of  the  matsrials,  and  the  gradual 

pool;  and  wye  this  crevice  to  be  filled  with  decrease  of  pressure  from  the  bottom  upwards; 

rain  or  moltecr  snow,  the  parts  around  the  layer  or,  if  one  side  be  made  perpendicular,  the  other 

of  water  would  sustain  a  pressure  of  more  than  may  proceed  in  a  slanting  direction  towards  the 

ma  hmnflni  tons,  which  might  shake  the  SMNm-  top. 

tain  to  its  centre,  and  even  rend  it  with  tlM  FWmb  the  pnnciplet  and  experiments  now 

greatest  violence.    In  this  way,  there  is  every  staled,  we  nay  also  learn  the  reason  why  the 

reason  to  believe,  partial  earthquakes  have  been  banks  of  ponds,  rivers,  and  canals  bhw  sp,  as  it 

produced,  and  large  fragments  of  mountains  is  termed.    If  water  can  insinuate  itself  under 

detached  from  their  bases.  a  bank  or  dam,  even  although  the  layer  of  water 

The  principles  now  illustrated  are  capable  of  were  no  thicker  than  a  halPcrown  piece,  the 

the  most  extensive  application,  particularly  in  all  pressure  of  the  water  in  the  canal  or  pond  wib 

engineering  and  hydraulie  operations.    It  is  on  force  it  op.    In  fig.  8,  let  A  represent  the  sectioa 

the  principle  of  die  lateral  and  upward  pressure  of  a  river  or  canal,  and  BB  adrain  mnningundsr 

ef  fluids  diat  die  water,  elevated  by  the  New  one  of  its  banks*,  it  k  evident,  diat,  if  die  bank 

River  water-works,  in  the  vicinity  of  London,  C  is  not  heavier  than  the  column  of  water  BB^ 

■fter  having  descended  from  a  bason  in  a  Tertical  that  part  of  the  bank  most  inevitably  give  way* 

This  efleet  may  be  prevented  in  artificial  canals 

•  Sasflg.iL  p. «.                       .  by  oMkbg  the  sides  TSiy  tight  with  clay  heavil; 
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nwmi  don,  n  ij  cntling  &  tnndi  EF,  about     erw  nMke  tha  rigml  eoncartad  to  Miiitt  Iw 
Klhot>ad»4uir*)dE,ikiigihBbuk  d*lhariTar    itiitraai."* 

ar  caiut,  and  m.  liule  daaper  Ihu  Iha  bfittom  t£        Many  oljiar  ^ipUcaliau  aC  tba  prindpin  itf 
ths  canal,  whkb  baiiig  fiUad  up  with  aaith  or  daj     hjdroatatic*  mitht   baia  been  awDiiDted,  Inn 
vhat  bai  bnn  DOKitatad  majr  Hura  10  tnnpli^ 
Fig,  B.  n  thapracticsluulhycif  uacquainlanoa  with  Hcl) 

prijKiplea,  Dot  oAy  to  fiDgioeara  and  mporinlviH 
dAuta  of  public  woriu,  hut  to  mat^hanica  and  aft^ 
bctnatenry  detaiplioa. 

""■-■■'■  f  PiwiMlica,  which  traati  of 

wrdca  of  Iha  ati 
1  uiafiil  to  mecli 

manj  casea,  of  intpoftaim  lo  know  . 
Ufba  (ffnli  oflhs  Ttiiilttitt,  the pra 
the  Wu(ti%  of  air. 


hydraulic  madUDoa;  and,  coaseiiueD 

_^  «__^  ^.._— ™_-_  ,         *d  wilh  Llia  nuura  bihI  propartlu  of 

madir  diianen  ban  happesod,  aiii  moch  si-  •*"  atmotphars,  and  the  Egancj  it  aiarta  in  lucb 

paoaaiModlaaaly  incuned;  and,  ihatafbta,  Iha  ■neebanical  coniri<»nco..t    Evenlbe  caipmtaf 

Kiaatificprisciplaalo which  IhaTO DOW  adTertod  ""d  tba  auiaas  maj  ba  djieclsd,  inacmai^ltaait 

oogfat  to  bo  hDOwn,  «*en  by  labotnan  cf  th*  oparatidu,  bj  an  aequaialaocs  with  Iba  doo 

lowoM  rank  anpii^ad  in  opanlioni  carried  on  l™"  "<"  pneumatiea.     When  two  pioca*  of 

ibrlhoiniproTeoKiil  of  tha  toootry.  ""^  are  to  ba  glued  together,  Ihej  are  Gn) 

To  the  want  ol  a  recDgniikn  ct  ihaia  prin-  !»de  ai  aren  and  unooih  aa  poanbla ;  ifaa  glue 

ciplM  maj  be  aOributed  the  bilure  of  the  fcOow-  ■*  ^'"'  ^plied  lo  one  «  both  of  the  iur&cei ; 

bg  adieme,  and  the  diiaeter  wilh  which  it  wai  ""J  «"  Uw"  prosaed  toplhor  till  the  glue  baa 

attended ;— After  the  di.-inf-icU  waa  inianled,  become  ihoroughlj  dry.     The  uaa  oftho  ^ue  ■■ 

of  renaining  Ibr  any  length  of  tisa  under  w».  •<>  aa  to  prevent  (be  admianon  of  an;  po-tion  ut 

"  Some  yean  ago,  an  in|[aniouB  indiridua]  pro- 

poaed  a  project,  by  which  thia  end  wai  to  bo  us-        -BaiKtiar*  ■■SItsnirBa  ■•  Ma  anif  tf  Wat 

eoDi^had.     ItconaiatodhlainkiiiFlhahullrfa  ^'l^f'VV;'         ,        ,   ^     , .  __ 

P^  ™,         .^j.,  ^j,  ri..  j„i,.,.j        '  *«Mi  inDitntlon  ar  Iha  hoponinea  or  Mna 

ririp  made  quiW  walor-dghl,  with  fta  dacka  and  Mjoalnleil  with  Ike  alBio>»hw1iB(n»aaiin\  tha  ftj 

■idea  atroAgl y  aupported  by  ^orea,  and  the  (Hily  kiwinf  Koecdoia  laar  Ih  here  loaenad  r^A  reapacta 

Banter,  that,  by  diaengagiog  Ironi  wiUim  iha  mine,  a  Laclunt  an  Cli)vlali)r  ni  Kalinal  Pnlio- 

totha«rtioe?  TortDd^'ir^lmorei^i..  ESIE-JT'L^^. •»!?? 

fcclory  and  the  reault  more  itiikingi  the  projec  _., ,  _,....„..  „  ..„„  ....,  ^,„^^  - ^  — 

torWraMlfmadelhefif-eaaay.     Ilwaaag»»d  J^i^'ilJ^j^'^'SJ^'^'^^'ifiajSi 

that  he  ihould  emit  in  twenty  &th«ni  wa  tor,  and  ^  ^irtf  rtrrftTfif  fjrrgaiii—rf.  ajrfHKIfJ  IV  atrt 

14  houra.      Accordingly,  making    all   secvre, 

aB  neceauriei,  aa  well  aa  with  the  ineinaof  mak-  ; 

ing  aigoala  to  indicaU  hia  situolioo,  ihia  unhappy  ; 

Ticlimorhia  own  ingenuity  entered,  and  wo  ad uplDuil)' fnini iha  ipou,   "fhe'RiiDci 

■unk.    No  aigatl  waa  made,  and  tfaa  tlma  ap-  '"''  •",*''!2  "^  •»'™!'''«'  1  *«  » !•,» 

p«nt*l  alapIS?^    An  m.™™.  «»™r-  rf  SJ!:?.'!!?*^ 

paopla  bad  aaaaableJ  to  i 

ianin;lbrtha*eaadw>e  . 

fimiMti  efSii  iHfarai  vfnal  a  dt^hadi  no 

ndaaofik*  aaaael  being  alonca  cruahed  hi,  tha 
wtlattamu*  pnjedor  peciahad  bafan  be  could 
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pbcre,  with  a  ibrce  equal  to  15  pounds  on  erevy  eondeiued  view  of  some  of  the  nilee  pren  on 
eqoare  inch,  pressei  the  pieces  finnly  together,  this  subject,  by  this  ingenious  practical  j>hOo- 
A  knowledge  of  this  principle  will  suggest  the  sopher,  and  which  are  (bunded  on  the  principles 
propriety  of  filling  up  every  opeiung  or  creTice,  of  science,  and  on  numerous  experiments  :•— 1. 
and  continuing  the  pressure  for  some  time,  as  The  thrwU  of  the  chimney  should  be  perpendi- 
the  air,  wherever  it  gains  admission,  has  a  ten-  cularly  over  ^Jtni  as  the  smoke  and  hot  vai- 
dency,  by  its  elastic  ^ce,  to  loosen  erery  spe-  pour  which  rise  from  a  fire  naturally  tend  «p- 
des  of  cement.  The  same  principle  might  di-  loords.  By  the  tAroofof  a  chunney  is  meant  the 
rect  bricklayers  and  masons,  in  building  either  fewer  eztremi^  of  its  canal,  where  it  uniies 
stone  or  brick- walls,  m  suggesting  the  propriety  with  the  upper  part  of  its  open  fire-place.  2. 
of  filling  up  every  crevice*  with  the  most  tena-    The  nearer  the  throat  of  a  chimney  is  to  the 

dous  cements,  so  as  to  prevent  the  access  of  fire  the  stnmger  will  be  its  draught,  and  the  less 
the  external  air  to  the  interior  of  the  walls,  danger  of  its  smoking ;  since  smoke  rises  in  con* 
For  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  firmness    sequence  of  its  rarefiiction  by  heat,  and  the  heat 

and  stabihty  of  our  houses  and  garden- walls  de->  is  geater  nearer  (he  fire  than  at  a  greater  di^ 

pend,  in  pan,  upon  the  pressure  of  the  atmos-  tance  from  it     But  the  draught  of  a  chimney 

phere,  after  the  interior  crevices  are  thoroughly  may  be  too  strong,  so  as  to  consume  the  fuel 

filled  up.     An  extensive   knowledge  of  this  toorapkily;  and,  therefore,  a  due  medium  must 

science  would  likewise  direct  them  to  the  proper  be  fixed  upon,  according  to  circumstances.    3. 

node  of  constructing  the  flues  of  diiauieys,  so  ThaXfaur  ineket  is  the  proper  width  to  bo  given 

as  to  prevent  that  most  disagreeable  of  all  cir-  to  the  throat  of  a  chimney,  reckoning  across 

curostances  in  dwelling  houses,  smofcy  dknmuys.  firom  the  top  of  the  breast  of  the  chimney,  or  the 

From  ignorance  of  the  effects  of  heat,  of  Uie  inside  of  the  mantle  to  the  back  of  the  chhnney , 

experiments  that  have  been  made  on  rarefied  and  even  in  large  halls,  where  great  fires  are 

air,  and  their  relation  to  our  common  fires,— of  kept  up,  this  width  shouki  never  be  increBsed 

the  proper  dimensions  of  funnels,—^  the  effects  beyond  4|  or  5  inches.    4.  The  width  given  to 

of  winds  and  currents  of  air,-~<if  the  proper  the  back  of  the  chimney  should  be  about  ont" 

hei^  and  width  of  diimney8,~-cf  the  method  third  of  the  width  of  the  opening  of  the  fire-place 

of  promoting  a  good  draught,  and  making  the  in  firont.    In  a  room  of  a  nuddling  sixe,  thkttm 

air  pass  as  near  the  fire  as  possible,  and  varioiit  McAet  is  a  good  sues  for  the  width  of  the  back, 

other  particulars  requisite  to  be  attended  to  in  and  S  times  IS  or  39  inches  ibr  the  width  of  the 

the  construction  of  fire-places  and  their  flues ;  opemng  of  the  fire-place  b  iront.    6.  The  aag)e 

many  dweUmg-houses  have  be«n  bungled,  and  made  by  the  back  of  the  fire-place  and  the  sides 

rendered  almost  uninhabitable.    The  workmen,  ef  it,  or  covings,  should  be  136  degvees,  which 

m  such  iterations,  without  any  rational  princi-  is  the  best  position  they  can  have  for  throwin| 

pie  to  guide  them,  carry  up  funnels  in  the  easiest  heat  into  the  room.    6.  The  back  of  the  cfaiin* 

way  they  can,  according  to  the  practice  of  "  use  ney  shouki  always  be  built  perfutty  ^qnight.    7. 

and  wont,'*  and  leave  the  tenants  or  propria  Where  the  throat  of  the  chimney  has  an  end^ 

ton  of  the  bouses  they  erect  to  get  rid  of  their  that  is  to  say,  where  it  entera  into  the  lower 

smoke  in  the  best  way  theur  fimcy  can  con-  part  of  the  open  canal  of  the  chinmey,  ^lert  the 

trive.  Whereas,  were  chimneys  aiMl  their  flues  three  walk  %vfajch  form  the  two  covings  and  the 

oonstiucted    according   to    the  principles  of  back  of  the  fire-place  shouM  all  end  atnftfy^ 

science,  they  might  be  rendered,  almost  with  without  any  sfepe,  which  will  render  it  more 

certainty,   completely    efficient  for  the    pur-  difficult  for  any  wind  from  above  lo  force  its 

pose  intended.  way  thrwigfa  the  narrow  passage  of  the  throat 

To  ail  who  are  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  chironey.    The  back  and  covings  shouki 

and  properties  of  elastic  fluids,  it  must  be  ob-  rise  £  or  6  inches  higher  than  the  breast  of  the 

viotts,  that  the  whole  mystery  of  curing  smoky  ehioHi^.    3.  The  current  of  air  which,  passing 

chimnevs  consists  in  fincUng  out  and  removing  under  the  mantle,  gets  into  the  chimney,  should 

the  accidental  causes  which  prevent  the  heated  be.  made  gradually  to  bend  itt  courte  iipioartjt, 

smoke  firom  being  forced  up  the  chimney  by  the  by  which  means  it  will  unite  qtueUy  with  the 

pressure  of  the  cool  or  heavier  air  of  the  roonv,  ascending  current  of  smoke.    This  is  effected 

These  causes  are  various ;  but  that  which  will  with  the  greatest  ease  and  certainty,  merely  by 

be  found  most  commonly  to  operate  is,  the  bad  rounding  qff'the  breast  of  the  chimney,  or  back 

eonstruotion  of  the  chimney  in  the  ntigkbourhood  part  of  the  mantle,  instead  of  leaving  it  flat  or 

a/ UifO  Jre^aee.   ^' The  great  fault,'' says  Count  fiill  of  holes  and  conien.    Fig.  1  sh>ws  the 

Ruraford,  "  of  all  the  open  fire-places  now  in  section  of  a  chunney  on  the  common  construe 

eommoa  use  w,  that  they  are  much  too  large,  tion,  in  which  d  c  is  the  throat.    Fig.  t  shows 

or  rattier  it  is  ^  throat  of  the  thmnof,  or  die  a  section  of  the  same  chimney  altered  and  in^ 

lower  part  of  its  open  canal,  in  the  neighbour^  proved,  in  which  d  t  is  the  reduced  throst,  four 

houd  oi  the  mantle,  and  immediately  over  the  mches  in  the  direction  of  d  t,  and  thirteep  4ichos 

fire,  which  is  loo  large."    The  following  is  a  ma  line  parallel  to  the  mantle. 


ON  THE  OBNRRAL  DIFFDStoN  OF  ENOffl^DGE. 


!■«  wouki  Ictoh 

Ihem  to  obriate.     BtbikxIi 

with  thg  piiKlp1«i  of  Ihii  K 

■ienci,  uiyinge- 

nloui  mechuiic  nu^I,  U  > 

„J1«p.™,b, 

»iud>l«iu.co«m.ci  for  hi™ 

ITniuiTofthow 

■nimil  ud  TegellUe  Idogdo. 

n>,  tnl  Iha  WOD- 

den  of  dutun  oorlda  htve  be 

D  eiplortd. 

AlLhougb,  in  thd  tuuidi  of 

matfaciutkiuB, 

die  Kience  of  optics  huunimxl  •onu*hU  of 

>  fbrWddiog  .pp.™™  lo  th 

gruu  bj  whtdi  i(*  doctrinei 

have  ban  iUlw 

Inled,  jet  il  requitti  mly  the ! 

nowledgooT.fcw 

limple  facta  mi  priociplrt  tc 

guWs  an  imallt 

It  mechinic  in 

c«Btruction  oft  rflfncling  teleacopef  it  ii  vij 
rHjuiiilB  to  know,  that  the  ra^  of  Light,  pMiin| 
Ihrougfa  a  conve  wlan,  paint  an  inia|a  of  any 
ohjael  ditecUy  bdore  it,  u  a  cerlaia  point  bi 
hind  h,  called  iti  Jbnif ,-  and  thu  tUi  iiaa|s 
>Md  in  ilui  nibjBCi,  oould  do  wan  to  pro.  niaj  bo  newed  and  magnified  by  another  conte»- 
e  and  Roiij  Comt  Rmnfbrd'i  <>  Baaay,"  (laaa,  placed  at  a  ceiuln  diatance  behind  it. 
wbieh  WM  oriaimllj  aold  ibt  two  ahiDinga,  ^u,^ !,[  cD,  fig.  1,  lepreaeni  a  cunvei-glaaa, 
Hi«.di™«ioin  hare  aeldom  bean  acourately  whoae  focal  distance CE  ii  11  inch«;  let  AB 
Mtandedto  in  thig  country  by  IhOM  who  have  npreaent  a  diitant  object  ditecUy  oppoaile;  the 
pretended  to  improve  ehimneya  on  the  prinei-  njjof  light  paoing  ton)  thia  ohjoel,  and  crw«- 
ptea  he  haa  laid  dom,  partly  IromcanteiBHa,  ingeach  other,  wiU  form  an  ima^e  of  the  object 
and  partly  from  ignofaoea  of  dw  elamenta  of  ^B,  at  EP,  in  an  noened  poeition.  Let  GH 
When  the  grate  ja  not  aet  in  iti  proper     rgpregent  another  canrei'glm,  whoaa    Iboal* 


■,  bncklayen 

'a  ilua  aubject,  would  do  weQ  tt 


.  back  in  retained, 
pains  hare  beeo  taken  to-  make  ita  ends 
with  the  coringa  cf  (he  Gie-place,— 


— m*  ooe  tfiho  Cmral'i  i 
haa  bean  attended  to,  and  hia  principles  hare  aa 
Btdeloduwith  thecooaliiKtica  ofmich  a  chbn- 
nay  u  with  (h«  buDding  oTihe  dykea  of  Hd- 
land,  or  the  pyianiida  oTEgypt. 

A  kmwtodga  of  Ibe  Mtence  of  OlMka,  which 
eiplabi  the  nature  of  Tiaion,  and  Ac  hwa  by 
viiieb  tight  ia  rcfiwMed  and  rsflecled,  ia  eaaen- 
tiaOy  requitile  to  the  mekera  cC  triwwpM,  ■»• 
eratafHi,  and  all  other  dioptric  and  catoptric 
imtrumeau,  in  order  to  eairj  them  ibrward  10 
(heir  higheit  pitdi  of  in^iroTBmenl.  And  yei 
how  often  da  we  find  nany  of  thoae  employed 
in  the  connmctioo  and  manu&cture  of  tuch  in. 
atrtanenta  glaringly  deficient  in  the  first  prind- 
pala  of  optical   "  '        -    ^  ■       ,    ?..^  . 

Ibe  imfnnnents 
don,  and  while 

ceUcDcie*,  he  ai  frei|uenlly  copies  ih 
Haac*  (ha  glanoi  defidniines  in  flu 
■km  tl  lh«  eyepieces  oTmoit  rfour 
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Tl 


hriMwftiiwlh«gtoMCD,mldieBjii«ppll«l»t  magniiyuif  poRcr  vOI  b«  13  timw,  ke.—lM 

riH-poinl  3,thaobi«cl  ABwLUba  aam  uuiwd  b  ths  telncope  fitted  up  fix  luc. 
i^iiiiF  dnra.  and  nuipuBad  in  tht  proiortim  •£        A  oompounl  nicrweope  mif  hi  tikewiu  br 

I  lo  II,  or  IwcIh  liiiHi  in  leDitta  uM  bca*dth.  suilf  conilTuciKt  by  u^  inf  euiuus  ticiuii  « 

TiiM  btJBm  wtnl  ■  oiled  u  Attrtmnneal  Mis-  nwetauic,  bj  ancndlng  to  Ihe  Killowing  illuMn- 

(Bipai  but,  u  tni)  thing  Men  l)uai|h  it  ip-  lioni   uid  direciions.     Fig,  t  nprHcnti  ths 

p»wmiiiTerMd,llilDM  ubfitadlbr  vkwiug  lsr>  ^iknei  oTa  CDfltpouHl  microKope.     AB  u  Ihn 

NMrid  object*.     Uodsr  10  Gl  U  for  fiaviBg  g<>n  neit  thg  object;  CO  ii  Ifag  amplifrinf 

bud  otyaca,  dro  (Mhw  ejw-flutH,  of  ths  uma  glui  tir  enlarging  ths  BtU  oTviswi  EF  ii  tbn 

Iboal  dinuMW,  (oanelj,  on«  taich,)  •»  rsqol-  glui  MM  Iho  Bje.     When  ■  null  object,  an 

rtr*  t  lb*  eseind  e<re-^au  IK  ii  pUoMl  U  t  GH,  ie  placed  btlow  the  otiJeei-gLut  AB,  at  a 

hehasfiamGH,  or  double  their  feed  dtituev,  little  more  than  iu  fecal  diitance  iTom  il,  amaj- 

■BdthegUftNOallheHwdiatutEsftaBlK.*  iKAed  image  of Ihii  <i|je<:t  ii  formed  by  ihe  gkia 

Bj  ihii  oiean  a  iseoad  im>g*  IM  ia  Ibmed  a  AB  al  OH,  which  ii  magniGed  in  proportlai  u 

■a  tqrifllt  poaidoo,  which  ia  riewed  bj  Ihe  eje  the  dlilaDce  OC  eiceeda  Ihe  dialance  of  AQ. 

■I  P,  tbaugh  the  glaH  NO,  and  the  object  ap-  Thi)  magiufied  image  of  (he  object  bmagiuEed 

pan  Bagnifted  in  the  aame  proportion  aa  before,  a  iscoDd  (Ime  bylheglaaa  EF,lo  whiththeejo 

Tlw  atgnirjmg  power  of  a  teloMopo  (£  this  la  applied  at  K.     Thii  iuilrument,  when  BUod 

MoMniaiaa  a  finmd  by  diridiog  the  fecal  die-  up  Sx  um,  ia  reprsaeniod  in  fig.  3,  wbeie  LM 

lan»  of  die  etjvei-flaatby  Ihe  IboKl  distanee  repreeenu  ■  box  or  podeslal  on  which  'a  ilanda, 
tt  Ihe  ere-ohM.     Thus,  if  Ihe  ol^ect.gla*i  be  ^j^  . 

•B  bebn  Ei  Iboal  diKaiice,  and  the  ej'e-gUai  *'    ' 

1 }  iMfa.  Ibe  Bagmrjrng  power  win  be  14  limei ; 
tr  dM  ftOB  at  Ihe  ajf^tm  ba  I  ndm,  Ih* 
Flg.i. 


NOdnMagaoanMdi  tbeoli)sc«Bare  pkcod, 
onr  dw  opnAigi,  wbldi  ianpportod  b]>  a  [dnan 
•end  to  the  top  of  die  bu.  P  i«  a  lube  which  ia 
■■ppaitodbjSirtllBnIbwdiBlDtheiUge.  Into 
Ifate  lob*  th*  tnite  K  ilides  up  and  dnra  tx  *d- 
11  the  fi«Bi.  The  mull  bibe  *,  whldi  caniea 
ii  eoiaeeted  widi  tbstvbs  R,aad 


JDMiaf  tbsfi«Bi. ' 
diealjael-glu(,ii 


,^     mnbemadstoitMenptoddowD  imodMUb* 

.  ,.., _..».     R,ftriDersadBtdHUag^Qrtaf  poiwarwlMB«>> 

taaw^^uwJ.  M.    carionroqdfM.  TtoaaiiTar.fiiodoaUMpedw- 
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rigbt  or  left,  for  throwing  light  upoo  the  olgect 
placed  over  the  hole  i,  wlueh  may  be  laid  upon  a 
•lip  of  thin  glais.  The  object^^law  AB,  fig.  £,  i* 
placed  at  u,  fig.  S.  The  glass  CD  is  placed  oppo- 
site W|  fig.  S,  and  the  eye-glass  EF  opposite  V. 
Such  are  the  essential  parts  of  a  compound 
microsoc^.  Any  common  mechanic  may  ooo- 
struct  one  for  himself  by  attending  to  the  ibUow* 
ing  directions:  The  object-glass  AB,  fig.  t, 
may  be  about  ii  t,  or  1  inch  focal  distance,  and 
the  aperture,  or  hole  which  lets  in  the  light  from 
the  object,  should  not  exceed  1-IOth  of  an  inch, 
otherwise  it  will  cause  a  ^aie,  which  will  pro- 
duce an  indistinct  image  of  the  object.  The 
amplifying  glatt  CD  may  be  2}  inches  focal 
distance,  and  li  inch  in  diameter.  This  glass 
is  not  €8$entiaUy  necessary,  but  it  serves  to 
enlarge  the  field  of  new,  and  to  render  it  more 
distinct  near  the  border.  The  eye-glass  EF 
should  be  about  1  inch  focus,  and  about  |  inch  in 
diameter.  With  respect  to  the  ditlancea  at 
which  they  should  be  plftc^d  fitun  each  other, 
the  glass  CD  may  be  placed  at  about  6  or  6 
mches  fi^m  AB,  and  the  glass  EF  about  t 
inches,  or  ]{  inch  from  CD.  The  object^ass 
•houle  be  a  danMt  convex^-the  eye-glasses  may 
be  plano-amoe^ ;  that  is,  plane  <mi  the  one  side 
•nd  convex  on  the  other,  with  the  plane  ndes 
tunied  next  the  eye ;  but  double  convexes  will 
do.  If  these  cannot  be  procured.  The  tubes 
which  contain  the  glasses  may  be  made  of 
pasteboard,  and  the  stage,  pillars,  and  box,  of 
wood.  The  glasses  may  be  procured  ibr  about 
4  shillings;  and  ifthe  individual  fit  them  into  the 
tubes,  and  perform  all  the  other  operations  re- 
qiuite,  the  expense  of  all  the  other  materials 
win  not  exceed  other  four  shillings.  Suppose, 
DOW,  that  the  object^ lass  AB  is  i  inch  focal 
distance,  and  the  image  GH  is  formed  at  the 
distance  of  6  inches  Cntm  it,  this  image  will  be 
larger  than  the  object,  neaiiy  in  the  proportion 
of  6  to  I,  or  IS  times.  Suppose  the  glass  £F» 
considered  in  omnexion  with  CD,  to  possess  a 
magnifying  power  equal  to  6  times,  then  the 
whole  magnifying  power  will  be  6x12,  or  60 
times.  The  object,  therefore,  will  be  magnified 
60  times  in  length  and  in  breadth,  and,  conse- 
quently, the  surfiuse  will  be  magnified  SGOO 
times,  which  is  the  square  of  60.  With  such  a 
microscope,  the  animaIoul«  in  water,  the  circu- 
lation of  the  blood  in  frogs  and  fishes,  the  small 
feathers  which  compose  the  dust  on  butterflies^ 
wings,  and  all  the  most  interesting  appearances 
of  the  minute  parts  of  animals  mad  vegetables^ 
nay  be  distinctly  perceived. 

Besides  the  discoveries  in  the  heavens  and  in 
the  mmute  parts  of  creation,  to  which  the  study 
«f  the  science  of  opticf  has  led, — ^its  prindples 
9n  capable  of  beine  directed  to  many  important 
purposes  in  ^^uman  life  and  society.  By  means 
of  large  burning  mirrors  and  lenses  the  rays  oC 
Ihe  sun  have  been  condensed,  so  as  to  increase 


their  intiensity  more  than  seventeen  tlioiisaiid 
times,  and  to  produce  a  heat  more  than  font 
hundred  times  greater  than  that  of  our  conmMM 
fires,  which  would  serve  ibr  the  combustion  anil 
fiision  of  numerous  substances,  which  are  infl*- 
sible  in  the  greatest  heat  ,nai  can  be  produced 
in  our  common  furnaces.  The  property  of  a 
convex  lens,  by  which  rays  proceeding  from  its 
locus  are  refracted  into  parallel  directions,  has 
enabled  us  to  throw,  from  lightAouses,  a  tinmg 
light  to  great  distances  at  sea.  The  large 
polyzonal,  or  ImiU  up  lenses,  conUrived  by  Sir 
D.  Brewster,  which  may  be  made  of  any  mag- 
nitude, and  the  elegant  lamp  of  Lieutenant 
Drummondfthe  one  producing  the  moot  intense 
light  yet  Imown,  and  the  other  eonvsying  k 
undispersed  to  great  dbtances/*^prQniise  to 
introduce  improvements  hithefto  unthought  dS, 
and  to  diversify  the  noctumd  scenery  both  of 
sea  and  land.  For,  i^ghe  progress  of  extensive 
national  improvements,  they  might  be  mad* 
subservient,  in  connexion  with  carburetted  hy- 
drogen gas,  in  enlivening  and  decorating  the 
rural  scene,  in  the  absence  of  the  sun,  and  in 
guiding  the  benighted  traveUer  in  aU  his  jour* 
neyings.  For,  when  we  consider  the  improve- 
ments, in  almost  every  department  of  the  social 
state,  which  have  been  lately  carried  ibrward,  it 
is  surely  not  too  much  to  expect,  that,  in  tho 
course  of  a  century  hence,  our  highways,  vil» 
lages,  hamlets,  and  even  some  of  our  moors  and 
mountains,  shall  be  lighted  up  with  gas  lamps, 
connected  with  mirrors  and  lenses,  analogous  to 
those  which  illuminate  our  cities  and  towns,  and 
which  direct  the  mariner,  when  approaehmg  our 
shores.  The  following  f^re  shovrs  the  manner 
in  which  a  large  lens  throws  a  light  to  great  dis- 
tances.   Let  AB,  fig.  4,  represent  ono  of  Sir  D. 
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Brewster's  polyzonal  lenses,  or  any  other  laign 
lens,  and  GK  its  focal  distance ;  if  a  lussinoai 
body  CK,  as  the  flame  of  a  lamp,  be  placed  at 
the  focal  point  K|  the  rays  of  light,  diverging 
firom  CK,  afUr  passing  through  the  lens  AB, 
will  proceed  in  a  pmilA  dindum,  AS,  GH, 
BF,  and  may  iBununate  objects  at  very  consl* 
derable  distanoes.    AB,  fig.  4,  reprasenis  a 
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•KtSiia  gflba  palyiMuI  IviH  built  (/ tai 
piccM.    L,  1^.  s  eibibiu  •>  fioiit  n 
Fii.& 


,  Btoifl  or  ponvD  of  &  rock. 

midBl  of  <hii  itooa  &  loof  tod 
X  CD,  ia  iDMitcd,  which  ler^ 
.    WbiD  ■  Ihunder^laud,  h 


Mme  leiu.  Could  nch  leiua)  b«  coutmcUd 
of  tha  •it>  i£  e,  8,  10  ot  13  rost  diuwlsr,  th^ 
mold  produca  •  dsgraa  ofhCBl  rnm  tha  ulu 
r^i  br  iDipuiiiig  whu  hu  hiUiMto  b«n 
sflbctHl,  mi  be  eapibia  of  Ihrowiiif  a.  brUliuit 
6ghi  to  imneBia  i^tinca. 

I^.  t,  thowi  th«  nuimer  In  itUcfa  ■  canoM 
■rinr  TD  rallecu  tha  light  oT  k  Ump  VW, 
ptecad  in  iti  Ekim,  to  gnU  dktuicei.  Il  ia  in 
Ihia  war  ihu  tha  '^^  of  tha  BeO  Rocli,  and 

'  a  E(bl-hoiuei,  ia  raHadad  U 
Ij  vt  feftf  luT 


Inn  tha  icianGaaof  JRhAM^  ud  Qnbn. 
B  might,  in  mom  inaiuieei,  bn  rendarod  nb- 
riaot  to  [he  (jpeniiau  ot  mrL 


be  no  quaadon,  thai,  in  tha  handi  of  gaoiiii,  it 
Bight  b«  diraclsd  lo  WKompliA  much  more 
in|Hinuil  aflaed.  GTon  Iha  lighlning  of  lh« 
ck»da,  which  ii  snlf  the  aleclrial  fluid  utinf 

W  art,  lo  porfom  m^chuueal  operalluBa,  by 


I,     llie  HihUiIiig  fran  dw 

dood  itrikoi  tha  npper  pert  of  Iha  poiUad  coo- 

dDctor.iDdiaooodaeted  downward!  to  Ihahaut 

which  either  renda  it  in  difierent 

4itl  il  Bl  once  hUo  ■  multiuide  oT 


lint  mide  in  Pniula  ii 


To  bnxian,  tiuinitbc,  eoppanmilha,  and 
other  workan  inmetili,  a  knowledge  of  Gol- 
BBMHi  might  nigged  a  iinotr  of  uaeliil  hinia, 
eapeeiallj  where  it  U  en  nbjecl  of  iRqnrtaneeto 
teeura  ut  pl«e  td'aelallic  woriunanahip  ftoaj. 
mt.  Il  ia  found  that  when  melala  ue  pure 
and  kept  aepanla  frtm  eaeh  other,  they  ranwia 
fiir  ■  Inag  tin»  unlamiahad ',  but  vbua  aDoyad, 
or  placed  in  conieci  with  other  aielala,  >bey 
Booa  undergo  odda^on.  Coina  eonqi'sed  of 
OD*  oeial  tr*  found  mora  durable  Ibau  thoae 
conpoaed  of  two ;  and  the  coppor  ahaathing  of 
■hip*  which  ii  ftitaned  with  irai  aula  aoon  im- 
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4erjpes  corrorica.  These  efieets  ve  now  ex-  man  to  prosecute  his  obsenratiom  still  mote  et- 
ilaoied  on  the  principles  of  galvanism.  When  tensiTely  on  this  subject,  and  Us  indosoy  w3., 
two  metallic  substances  of  difierent  kinds  are  doubtless,  be  rewarded  with  the  disoover^  of 
connected  by  moisture,  they  form  what  is  called  new  relations,  laws,  and  combinations,  which 
a  gaieanie  ebrde ;  and,  therefore,  when  one  kind  may  be  susceptible  of  the  most  important  practi- 
of  metal  is  placed  in  contact  with  another,  if  cal  applications  in  the  arts  which  minister  to 
either  water  or  the  moisttve  of  the  atmosphere  the  comibrt  and  convenience  of  mankind.  Ereo 
adheres  to  them,  a  galvanic  circle  is  formed*,  in  its  present  state,  the  attractive  properly  of 
and  oxidation  is  produced.  On  this  ground  the  magnetism  is  capable  of  being  applied  as  a  m^ 
late  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  suggested  the  propriety  duudoal  power,  in  certain  pieces  of  machinery, 
of  fastening  the  upper  sheathing  of  ships  with  although  its  application  in  this  way  has  never 
eoppar  instead  of  tron  nails.  The  same  princi-  yet  been  attempted  on  an  extensive  scale, 
pie  may  be  rendered  of  extensive  application,  The  fiillowing  fact  shows  how  its  attractive 
and  may  afford  many  useful  hints  to  every  arti-  power  has  lately  been  applied  to  the  prokmg%> 
lan  employed  in  woriiing  and  combinuigmetala.  tionof  life,  and  the  warding  off  of  incuraUe 
A  knowledge  of  magiutUm  mi^t  also,  in  disease,  in  the  case  of  a  usefiil  class  of  our 
many  coses,  be  directed  to  usefid  practical  fellow  men.  <*  In  needle  manu&ctaries  the  worii^ 
i4>pUcations.  This  mysterious  power,  m  con-  men  are  constantly  exposed  to  excessively  mi- 
nexion  with  its  polarity,  has  akeady  enabled  the  nute  particles  of  steel  whidi  fly  from  the  grind- 
miner  and  surveyor  to  traverse  the  remotest  atones,  and  mix,  though  imperceptible  to  die 
comers  of  the  largest  mines,  and  to  trace  their  «yo»  as  the  finest  dust  in  the  air,  and  are  inhaled 
way  bade  in  safety  through  all  the  windings  of  ^^ith  their  breath.  The  effect,  though  imper- 
those  subterraneous  apartments,  and  has  direct-  ceptible,  on  a  riiort  exposure,  yet  being  constantly 
ed  the  navigator  to  steer  his  course  with  cer-  repeated  fi'om  day  to  day,  produces  a  oonsti- 
tainty,  through  the  pathless  ocean,»to  his  **  de-  tntional  irritation,  dependent  on  the  tonic  pro- 
sired  haven.  Throughout  all  the  regions  of  perties  of  the  steel,  which  is  sure  to  terminate  in 
the  globe  the  magnetic  power  extends  its  influ-  pulmonary  OMisumption ;  insomuch,  that  persons 
ence  4  ancf  it  is  now  found  to  have  an  intimate  en^loyed  in  this  kuid  of  woric  used  scarcely  ever 
connexion  with  heat,  electricity,  and  galvanism,  to  attain  the  age  of  ferty  years.  In  vain  was  it 
Of  late  years,  it  has  been  ascertauied  that  iron  attempted  to  purify  the  air,  before  its  entry  into 
with  its  oxides  and  alloys  are  not  the  only  sub-  the  lungs,  by  gauxea  or  linen  guards ;  the  dust 
stances  susceptible  of  magnetic  influence.  The  wu  too  fine  and  penetrating  to  be  obstructed 
magnetism  of  nitket,  though  inferior  to  that  of  by  juch  coarse  expedients,  t^  some  ingenious 
ircm,  is  feundto  be  oonsftderable;  and  that  of  person  bethought  him  of  that  wMideriul  power, 
cobalt  and  tiianiMm  is  quite  perceptible.  Nay,  which  every  child  that  searches  for  its  mother's 
the  recent  discoveries  of  Arago  have  shown,  needle  with  a  magnet,  sees  in  exercise.  Masks 
"  that  there  is  no  substance  but  ndiich,  under  of  magnetized  steel  wire  are  now  eonstructed 
proper  circumstances,  is  capable  of  exhibiting  and  adapted  to  the  feces  of  the  workmen.  By 
tmequivocal  signs  of  the  magnetic  virtue.**  In  these  the  air  is  not  merely  gtndned  but  $earelud 
ccnsequence  of  a  recent  discovery  of  Jkf.  Oier-  in  its  passage  through  them,  and  each  obDOB- 
tttdt  "  we  are  now  enabled  to  oomnumicate,  at  ious  atom  arrested  and  removed."* 
and  during  pleasure,  to  a  coiled  wire,  of  mff  This  interesting  feet  affords  a  strikiitg  proof 
mdid  miifh'mlfyi  all  the  properties  of  a  mag-  of  the  useful  purposes  to  which  the  powers  and 
net— its  attractitMi,  repulsion,  and  polarity,  and  properties  of  natural  substances  may  be  applied, 
tktU  even  in  a  more  intense  degree  than  was  when  the  mind  is  directed  to  contemplate  them 
previously  thought  to  be  possible  in  the  best  in  all  their  bearings,  and  to  trace  diem  to  all 
natural  magnets.''  This  discovery  tends  to  en-  dieir  legitimate  consequences.  The  attractive 
large  our  views  of  the  range  of  magnetie  influ-  power  of  the  magnet,  considered  not  only  in  its 
ence,  and  to  lead  us  to  the  conclusion  that  its  relation  to  iron  and  steel,  but  to  all  other  sub- 
powers  may  hereafter  be  applied  to  purposes  of  stances  in  which  magnetical  virtue  is  foiuid  in  a 
which  at  present  we  can  have  no  concepdon*  greater  or  less  degree  to  reside— >might,  there- 
Although  the  polarity  of  the  magnet  has  been  fore,  in  the  hands  of  an  ingenious  mechanic,  lend 
of  incalculable  service  to  mankind,  partieulariy  to  many  Interesting  experiments,  which  ndght 
in  promoting  navigadon  and  enlarging  our  pave  the  way  for  the  most  important  practical 
knowledge  of  the  globe,  yet  we  have  no  reason  results. 

to  believe  diat  this  b  the  only  practical  purpose  The  fiu^s  connected  with  the  science  of  Goo* 

to  which  its  powers  may  be  applied,  or  die  only  (ogy  may  likewise,  in  many  instances,  be  direcu 

reason  why  die  Creator  has  so  wkiely  diffused  od  to  pracUcal  purposes.    From  tho  researches 

its  influence  in  die  system  of  nature ;  since,  in  which,  of  late  years,  have  been  made  fan  the  in* 

his  diversified  operations  hi  tho  material  worki,  terior  of  die  earth,  geologists  are  now  pretty  wet 
he  so  frequently  produces  a  variety  of  effects 

from  one  and  the  same  cause.    It  remains  with  •  Herschsrs  PrUHu  Di».  on  KoL  PhU§9. 
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MqaainUd  wii»  the  poridon  and  ahenatioii  of  riali  of  our  globe,— the  earthy,  falino,  inflao^ 

lli  atrata,  and  with  the  diffentot  foeeils  which  mahle,  and  metallic  aubetances  of  which  ii  w 

an/  be  expected  to  ahound  in  any  particular  compoeed,  muat  be  intereeting  to  Upidariea, 

dboict.    Although  theie  reaearches  were  un-  jewellers,  iroqFfoiuiden,  and  all  who  are  en>- 

dertalcen  chiefly  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  pbyed  in  working  varioos  metals.    To  know 

changes  which  have  happened  in  the  structure  the  nature  of  those  subetances  on  which  they 

of  our  globe,  and  to  support  certain  theories  of  are  operating,  the  materials  with  which  they  are 

the  eartliF-yet  ihey  may  frequently  be  of  use  to  united  in  their  native  ores,  their  combinatioa 

landed  proprietors,  to  engineers,  and  to  specula-  with  phosphorus,  sulphur,   and  carbon,   tha 

tors  in  mining  operations,  so  as  todirect  them  in  changes  produced  upon  them  by  oxygen  and  the 

their  investigations,  and  prevent  them  firom  em-  diflerent  acids,  their  relations  to  heat,  and  the 

barking  in  schemesthat  may  ultimately  blast  their  liquids  with  which  they  may  come  in  contact, 

«xpectatiotts,  exhaust  their  resources,  and  lead  to  and  the  various  compounds  into  which  they  may 

irrotrievable  ruin«    The  ruinous  effects  some-  be  ibrmed,  will  have  a  direct  tendency  not  only 

times  produced  l|y  ignorance  of  this  subject  to  increase  their  stock  of  general  knowledge,  btrt 

are  stnkini^y  iilusbrated  by  the  following  fiu:t  ^*-  to  render  them  more  skSfiil  and  intelligent  in 

*<  It  is  not  many  yean  since  an  attempt  was  their  respective  professions.  Jtfefterojogy,  which 

made  toestabUsh  a  colliery  at  Bexhill,  in  Sussex,  treats  of  the  weather  and  the  variable  pheno- 

The  appearance  of  thin  seams  and  sheets  of  mena  of  the  atmosphere,  will,  in  many  instances, 

Ibssil  wood,  and  wood-coal,  with  some  other  i»*  be  fcund  a  useful  study  to  mariners,  fishermen, 

dfcationi  similar  to  what  occur  in  the  neighbomw  travellers,  and  formers,  by  which  they  may  fire- 

hood  of  the  great  coal  beds  in  the  north  offings  qoently  be  directed  in  their  movemenm,  and 

had,  having  led  to  the  sinking  of  a  shaft,  and  avoid  many  inconveniences  and  dangers.    By 

the  erection  of  machinery,  on  a  scale  of  vast  e»-  carefully  attending  to  the  motions  of  the  barome- 

tent,— not  lest  than  eight  thousand  pounds  are  ter  and  thermometer,  and  comparing  them  with 

Mid  to  have  been  laid  out  on  this  project,  which,  the  electrical  state  of  the  atmoq»here,  the  direo* 

it  is  almost  needless  to  add,  proved  completely  tion  of  the  winds,  and  the  appearances  of  the 

abortive,  as  every  geologist  wouki  have  at  once  ckmds,  the  former  may  be  warned  of  the  cob- 

dedared  it  most,  the  whole  assemblage  of  geo-  tinuance  of  rain  or  drought,  and  direct  his  ope- 

fegical  focts  being  adverse  to  the  existence  of  a  rationa  accordingly)  so  as  to  proteot  his  produce 

regular  coal  bed  m  the  Hastings^  tand;  while  from  danger. 

this  on  which  Bexhill  is  situated,  ii  separated  There  is  no  application  of  science  to  the  arts 
from  the  coo/  ttrata  by  a  series  of  interposed  of  more  importance,  and  more  extensive  in  Um 
beds  of  such  enormous  thickness  as  to  reader  all  effects,  than  that  of  the  employment  of  8tmm 
idea  of  penetratbg  tknu^k  them  absurd.— The  for  driving  all  kinds  of  machinery,  and  for  pro- 
history  of  mining  speculations  is  fuU  of  similar  polling  vessels  along  rivers  and  across  the 
eases,  where  a  very  moderate  acquaintance  ocean.  <*  It  has  armed,*' says  Mr.  Jeffrey,  **  the 
with  the  umuU  ard^r  ofnahiref  to  say  nothingof  feeble  hand  of  man  with  a  power  to  whkh  no 
theoretical  riews,  would  have  saved  many  a  limits  can  be  assigned— <oampleted  the  dominioo 
sanguine  adventurer  from  utter  min.^*  of  mind  over  the  most  refractory  qualities  cf 

The  study  of  the  various  branches  of  NalmtU  matter,  and  laki  a  sure  foundation  for  ail  those 

JTutonf  might  also  be  rendered  productive  cf  future  miracles  of  mechanic  power,  which  are 

utility  in  different  departments  of^  the  arU.    It  to  aid  and  reward  the  labours  of  afler  genera 

is  quite  evident  that  a  scientific  knowledge  of  tions.'*    The  first  person  who  appears  to  hava 

Bfdany  most  be  highly  useful  to  gardeners  and  entertained  the  idea  of  employing  steam  for  pro- 

their  Uboorers,  and  to  all  who  take  an  interest  polling  vesseb,  was  Mr.  J.  Ho£i,  in  the  year 

in  hortieoltural  and  rural  operations.    Not  only  1796.    But  it  was  not  till  1807,  when  Mr.  FuU 

a  knowledge  of  the  datti/lcolion  and  arrange-  ton  launched,  at  New-York,  the  first  steam-boat 

ment  of  plants,  but  also  of  their  physkdogical  he  had  constructed,  that  natigation  b^  steam 

atrocture  and  fbnctians,  of  their  medicinal  q^iali-  was  introduced  to  general  practice,  which  may 

ties,  and  of  the  chymioal  properties  of  soils  and  therefore  be  considered  as  the  epoch  of  the  in* 

the  different  manures,  will  be  found  of  oonside-  vention.    In  a  few  years  every  river  and  bay 

rable  utility  to  each  indivfalualt.— ^eofefy  and  in  the  United  States  became  the  scene  of  steam 

CMtjMratms  Anetom^^  whkh  describe  tfaie  pe-  navigation.    In  18tt  there  were  more  than  S60 

culiar  structure  and  habits  of  animals,  both  steam  vessels  connected  with  these  States, 

fbreign  and  domestic,  wiU  convey  various  per-  some  of  them  of  eight  and  ium  hundred  tons 

tkns  of  interesting  information  to  shephnrds,  burden,  and  by  this  time,  doubdess,  they  are 

cattle-dealers,  and  agricuhorists  of  every  do-  more  than  doubled.    In  1819  an  expedition  left 

icription.    An  acqa&tanoe  with  Mmmdogy^  Pittsburg,  descended  the  Ohio  in  steam-boats 

which  treats  of  the  solid  and  inanimate  mate-  for  1100  milea,  and  then  ascending  the  rapid 

Missouri,  proceeded  to  the  distance  of  no  lees 

*  BaiioM*s  PlKwarsi,  te.  *1>*>  ^^""^  thooiaad  fhre  hondred  miles*    Thfj 
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have  now  been  introduced  into  every  ooontry  in  fully  qnaJified  for  their  reepectiTe  depvtmentit 
Europe.  On  the  principal  riren  and  seas  con-  that  they  understand  the  scientific  principle* 
nected  with  the  British  Isles,  and  even  in  the  which  enter  into  the  construction  cf  such  ma- 
Scottish  Iskes,  these  vesseb  are  sweeping  along  chines  and  engines,  the  peculiar  uses  of  erery 
in  majestic  pomp,  against  wind  and  tide,  diver-  part,  the  manner  in  which  the  chymical  agents  V 
sifying  the  scenery  through  which  ihey  pass,  employed  operate,  and  the  effects  which,  in  any  \ 
and  transporting  traveDers  and  parties  of  plesF-  given  circumstance,  they  must  necessarily  pro- 
sure  to  thisir  destination,  with  a  rapidity  unex>  duce.  In  particular,  it  is  indispensably  neces- 
ampled  in  former  ages.  On  the  Clyde  alone  sary,  that  engtne-mm,  and  others  employed  for 
more  than  Gfty  or  sixty  steam  vessels  are  coup  (firecting  these  machines,  when  in  operation, 
stantly  plying.  The  scenery  of  the  Rhine,  the  should  be  acquainted  with  every  part  of  their 
Rhone,  the  Elbe,  the  Seine,  the  Danube,  the  structure,  and  the  princ^ks  on  which  their 
Wolga,  the  lakes  of  Constance  and  Geneva,  and  movements  depend ;  for  the  comfort  and  9af^ 
of  many  other  rivers  and  inland  seas,  is  now  en-  of  the  public  are  dependent  on  the  caution  and 
livened  by  these  powerful  machines,  conveying  skill  with  which  they  are  conducted.  How  could 
goods  and  passengers  in  every  direction.  Even  any  man  be  qualified  for  such  an  office  withoot 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  an  extent  of  more  than  three  some  portkxi  of  scientific  knowledge  7  and  bow 
thousand  miles,  has  been  traversed  by  a  steank-  could  travellers  in  such  vehicles  consider  ^ir 
boat  in  twenty  days ;  and  the  period,  we  trust,  lives  and  property  secure,  if  they  vrere  not 
is  not  &r  distant,  when  the  Red  Sea,  the  Per-  guided  by  men  of  intelligence  and  prudence  f 
rian  Gulph,  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  the  Indian  To  the  want  of  such  caution  and  skiO  are 
Ocean,  the  Mediterranean,  the  Euzine,  the  chiefly  to  be  attributed  most  of  the  disasters  and 
Gulph  of  Mexico,  and  evoi  the  wide  Pacific,  fatal  accidents,  connected  with  such  operatians, 
will  be  traversed  by  these  rapid  vehicles,  ood>  which  have  hitherto  taken  place, 
veying  riches,  liberty,  religicm  and  intdligeaoa  Besides  the  agriculturists,  manufactorers,  me- 
to  the  islands  of  the  ocean,  and  forming  a  hemi  dianics,  and  artificers  alluded  to  above,  there 
nf  union  among  all  nations.  are  numerous  other  classes  to  wliidi  similar 

The  admirable  improvements  in  the  construe-  femarks  will  apply.  In  short,  there  is  scarcely 
tion  of  Jleom  earnage»  ^ich  are  now  going  for-  an  individual,  however  obscure,  in  any  depart- 
ward,  are  no  less  worthy  of  attention.  The  ment  of  society,  but  may  derive  practical  beneAt 
rapid  movements  of  these  machines,  whicd  have  firom  an  acquaintance  with  science.  *'  The  farm- 
been  lately  introduced  on  the  Liverpool  and  servant  or  day  labourer,"  says  Lord  Brougham, 
Manchester  railway,  and  the  security  and  com-  «  whether  in  his  master's  employ,  or  tending  the 
fort  with  which  they  are  attended,  have  excited  concerns  of  bis  own  cottage,  must  derive  great 
the  astonishment  of  every  beholder.  And  no  practical  benefit, — ^must  be  both  a  better  servant, 
wonder, — since  goods  and  passengers  are  now  and  a  more  thrif^,  and,  therefore,  comfortable 
conveyed  between  these  cities,  with  a  velocity  cottager,  for  knowing  something  of  the  nature  <^ 
ofnevly  thirty  miles  an  hour!  so  that  it  may  soib  and  manures,  which  chymistry  teaches,  and 
be  said,  with  the  strictest  propriety,  that  the  something  ofthe  habits  ofanimals,  and  the  qua- 
steam  engine  b  the  most  brilliant  present  ever  lilies  and  growth  .of  plants,  which  he  learns 
made  by  philosophy  to  mankind,  from  natural  history  and  chymistry  together. 

The  discovery  of  earbunlUd  hjfdrogoi  goM^  In  troth,  though  a  man  ia  neither  a  mechanic  nor 
and  its  application  to  the  purpose  ofUluminating  a  peasant,  but  only  one  having  a  pot  to  boil,  he 
our  dwelling-houses,  streets,  and  manufactories,  is  sure  to  learn  from  science  lessons  which  will 
may  also  be  considered  in  reference  to  the  arts,  enable  him  to  cook  his  morsel  better,  save  his 
Every  city,  and  every  town  of  a  moderate  size,  fuel,  and  both  vary  his  dish  and  improve  it. 
b  now  enlivened^with  the  splendid  brilliancy  pro-  The  art  of  good  and  cheap  cookerr  b  mtimately 
duced  fixvm  thu'  invuible  substance  ;  pipes  for  connected  with  the  principles  of  chymical  philo- 
its  conveyance  have  been  laid,  of  many  hundred  sophy,  and  has  received  much,  and  will  yet 
miles  in  extent,  and  diverging  into  numerous  receive  more,  improvement  from  their  applica- 
ramifications,  and  thousands  of  artuts  are  em'  tion.'*>-Nay,  even  the  kUdun  maUl^  the  laundry 
Dl<^ed  in  conducting  Its  manufacture,  and  fomn  maid,  and  the  mbtress  of  every  family,  may  do- 
ing tubes  and  other  devices  for  distributing  it  in  rive  many  osefbl  hints  from  Uie  researches  of 
an  directions.  science.  The  whole  art  of  cookery  b  a  chymica 

Now,  since  the  inventions  to  which  I  am  operation,  and  so  are  the  arts  of  washing,  dres- 
adverting  are  founded  on  chymical  and  mecha-  sing,  bleachmg,  and  dyeing.  By  a  knowledge 
nieal  principles,  and  on  the  discoveries  of  modem  of  die  nature  and  properties  of  the  acids  and 
science,  and  since  many  thousands  of  mechanics  other  chynucal  substances,  they  would  learn 
are  now  employed  in  constructing  the  machinery  how  to  eradicate  stains  of  ink,  grease,  lie*  from 
connected  with  these  inventions,  and  in  eon-  cotton,  linen,  woollen,  and  sillu,  in  the  safest 
ducting  its  operadons  both  by  sea  and  land,  it  b  and  most  efTectual  manner,  and  many  other  pro- 
of the  utmost  importance,  in  order  to  their  being  cesses  of  great  utility  in  domestic  life.    Even 
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ih«  art  of  kindlmf  a  fire,  aad  of  atfrrm^  it  when  rulofl,  without  t  knowledge  of  the  priiiciplee  on 

kiocileJ^  depend!  oo  philosophicel  principle**  which  they  we  fixinded,  ia  to  degrade  their 

For  example,  the  stirring  of  a  fire  is  of  use,  be-  intellectual  nature,  to  reduce  them  to  something 

cause  it  makes  a  hollow,  where  the  air  bemg  like  mere  machines,  to  render  them  less  usefiil 

rarefied  by  the  adjacent  heat,  the  surrounding  both  to  themselves  and  to  their  employers,  and 

air  rushes  into  the  partial  Taeuum,  and  impart-  to  prevent  the  improvement  of  the  liberal  and 

ing  its  oxygen,  gives  life  to  the  fire  and  carries  mechanical  arts. 

the  flame  along  with  it.    On  this  principle  the  The  following  instance  may  be  stated  as  a 

fbflowing  rules  are  founded.    1.  Never  stir  a  specimen  of  the  advantages  <^  chymical  know, 

fire  when  firesh  coals  are  laui  on,  particularly  ledge,  and  of  the  practical  purposes  to  which  it 

when  they  are  very  small,  because  they  imme-  may  be  applied  in  different  regions  of  the  globe, 

diately  (all  into  the  vacuum,  and  prevent  the  A  young  Parisian,  cf  the  name  of  Leger  went 

access  of  the  oxygen  of  the  atmosphere,  which  on  a  conunercial  adventure  to  Egypt  in  the  vesr 

is  the  principle  of  combustion.    S.  Always  keep  1822  \  but  during  some  of  the  convulsions  ofthat 

the  bottom  bar  clear,  because  it  is  there  chiefly  unsettled  country,  he  lost  the  little  property  with 

that  the  air  rtuhes  in  to  nourish  the  fiiel.    S.  which  he  was  intrusted,  and  was  forced  to  make 

Never  begin  to  stir  at  top,  unless  when  the  a  precipitate  retreat  fi-om  Sues  to  Alexandria, 

bottom  is  quite  dear,  and  the  top  only  wants  He  remained  some  time  at  Alexandria,  destitute 

breaking,  otherwise  the  unkindled  fuel  maybe  and  ahnost  hopeless.    But  the  talent  <^observa- 

pressed  down  in  a  body  to  the  bottom,  and  the  tion,  and  the  social  habits  characteristic  of  his 

access  of  atmospheric  air  prevented.  countrymen,  came  to  his  aid:  in  a  ludcy  mo- 

nittstrations,  of  a  similar  kind,  of  the  practical  ment  he  formed  the  resolution  of  retrieving  his 

applications  of  science,  might  have  been  given  fortune  by  introducing  the  luxury  of  ice  into  the 

10  an  almost  indefinite  extent ;  but  the  above  spe-  parched  kind  of  the  Ptolemies.  This  ooounan  pro- 

ounens  may  suflice  as  corroborative  of  the  gene*  duct  uf wintry  regions  is  known  to  be  as  grateful  to 

ral  position — that  scientific  knowledge  would  the  languid  natives  of  tropical  climates  as  ardent 

reader  mechanics  and  manufacturers  of  all  de-  spirits  are  to  the  benumbed  inhabitants  of  the 

•cri|itioas  more  skilful  in  the  prosecution  of  their  Polar  circle.    Having  succeeded  in  efiecting  a 

respective  employments.  return  to  his  family,  the  enterprising  Parisisn 

Some,  however,  may  be  disposed  to  insinuate,  was  enabled  by  the  friendly  assistance  of  Gay 

that  it  is  quite  enough  for  phik)eophers  to  ascer-  Lussac  and  Thenard,  to  adopt  the  best  means 

tarn  principles,  and  to  lay  down  rules  founded  that  chymistry  could  devise  for  the  pl^servation 

upon  them,  for  the  direction  of  the  mechanic  or  of  ice,  both  during  the  voyage,  and  after  its  ar- 

arttzan  ^-or,  that  it  b  only  reouistte  that  the  rival  in  a  sultry  latitude ;  aiMl  at  length  set  out 

directors  and  superintendents  or  chymical  pro-  firom  Paris  with  his  inventions,  and  arrived  safely 

cesses  and  mechanical  operations,  should  be  at  Alexandria,  m  April  182S.    The  sovereign 

acquainted  with  that  portion  of  science  which  is  of  Egypt,  Mahommed  Ali,  was  delighted  at  tlus 

necessary  for  their  pecufiar  departments.    But  novel  liddition  to  oriental  luxuries ;  and,  besides 

it  is  easy  to  perceive,  that  a  mechanic  who  valuable  presents,  gave  the  inventor  the  excln* 

works  merely  by  rules,  without  knowing  the  sive  right  for  five  years  of  importing  ice  into  his 

foundation  or  rtOMona  of  them,  is  only  like  a  dominions.    This  privilege  b  estimated  to  be 

chiM  who  repeats  his  catechism  by  rote,  without  worth  one  million  of  francs,  or  neariy  50,0002. 

attaching  a  smgle  idea  to  the  words  he  utters,  or  In  ancient  times  the  world  was  enlightened  by 

like  a  hone  driving  a  thrashing  machine,  without  the  learning  of  Egypt ;  the  greatest  philosophers 

deviating  (ram  the  narrow  circle  to  which  he  is  travelled  thither,  as  to  the  fountain-head  of  sci- 

necessarily  confined.    When  any  accident  oo-  ence ;  but  the  kind  of  Sesostres  and  Alexander 

curs,  when  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  has  now  become  the  prey  of  the  ferocious  Mos- 

somewbat  changed,  when  the  same  principle  on  lem ;  and  whatever  she  enjoys  of  art,  know, 

which  he  genoally  proceeds  requires  to  be  ap-  ledge  or  cirilization,  she  is  compelled  to  receive 

plied  to  a  new  object  or  mode  of  operation^  he  firom  the  once  barbarous  regions  of  the  West.* 
either  Uunders  his  work,  or  feels  himself  utteriy 

at  a  kiss  how  to  proceed.    The  least  deviation  H.  Scientific  knowledge  will  not  oolv  render 

firom  his  aecustom«i  trammels  puts  him  oat,  persons  more  skil&l  in  their  respective  eKp^j- 

because  he  has  no  clear  and  comprehensive  ments,  but  teiU  tnablt  them  to  wukt  mprw^ 

view  of  the  principles  on  which  his  practice  msaltmlAearrt,  ofK^mtAcp^aiea/saMeetisitA 

depends.    Hence  we  uniformly  find,  that  a  man  ftidek  they  art  cmntcUd, 

ofscientifio  acquirements  will  easily  comprehend  It  has  firequently  been  affirmed  that  many 

the  plan  of  any  new  machine  or  architectural  nsefiil  inventions  have  been. owing  to  dbanee, 

epenukm,  and  be  able  to  execute  it,  while  he  and  that  persons  ignorant  of  science  have  stum* 

who  works  only  bv  square  and  nfle,  win  hesitate  bled  opqp  them  without  any  previous  mvettlg** 
at  ST  try  step,  and  perceive  innumerable  difllcul- 

tiet  ^  hi^  way.    To  confine  artbcs  to  Mf*  •  Seola  Msebaa.  Hag.  IMI. 
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tion.  It  is  not  deniadi  that  Mveral  uiTentioos 
haro  originated  to  this  wa/,  but  they  are  much 
fe<Arer  than  is  genarallj  imagined ;  and,  in  al- 
most every  insUnra,  where  chance  suggested 
the  first  hint  of  any  invention,  the  future  im- 
proToments  were  directed  by  the  liand  of  ge« 
nius  and  the  aids  of  sdence.  It  is  said,  that  the 
mveation  of  the  telescope  was  owing  to  a  speo- 
tade-maker's  boy  baring  accidentally  tal^en  up 
two  convex  glasses  of  diiSerent  focal  distances, 
and  placed  the  one  near  his  eye  and  the  other 


at  a  oonsideraUe  distance,  when  he  perceiviiMl, 
on  looking  through  them,  the  spire  of  a  neigh» 
bouring  dburch  turned  upside  down,  and  mud) 
larger  than  its  usual  sise.  The  father  of  the 
boy,  amazed  at  this  singular  ^pearance,  be* 
thou^t  himself  of  adjusting  two  passes  on  • 
board,  supporting  them  in  two  brass  or  woodea 
circles,  which  might  be  removed  nearer  to,  or 
fiirther  irom  each  other  at  pleasure,  as  in  th* 
following  figure,  where  A  represents  the  object, 
B  the  lens  next  the  objeot,  a  the  inverted  imag* 


Ibnned  by  it,  G  the  glass  next  the  eye,  and  D 
the  sliding  board  on  which  it  was  fixed,  for  ad- 
justing the  fix:us.  Such  appears  to  have  been 
ihe  first  rude  construction  of  a  telescope.  But 
so  long  as  the  invention  remained  in  this  state, 
it  was  of  little  benefit  to  society.  It  was  not 
befcre  Qalileo,  a  philosopher  of  Tuscany,  heard 
of  the  circumstance,  and  entered  into  investiga^ 
tions  on  the  refiraction  of  light,  and  the  proper- 
ties of  lenses,  that  this  n^le  instrument  was 
improved  and  directed  to  the  heavens  for  the 
purpose  of  making  astronomical  discoveries; 
and  all  the  subsequent  improvements  it  has  re- 
ceived, have  been  the  result  of  reasonings,  and 
experimental  investigations,  conducted  by  men 
of  science.  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  tn  eoruequenee 
of  hit  experimentt  and  tHacowerietn^peeting  Ught 
and  eoburs,  detected  the  true  cause  of  the  im- 
perfection of  the  common  refracting  telescope, 
and  suggested  the  substitution  of  metalline  spe- 
cula instead  of  lenses,  which  led  him  to  the  in- 
vention of  the  r^fieettng  telescope ;  and  Mr. 
Dollond,  tn  contequmoB  of  hit  invettigationt  and 
eaperimsntt  rapteting  tht  d^ffkrent  dtgnet  ofrt' 
firaetion  and  divergent  qf  colour  produced  by 
diftrtnt  Idndt  of  ^att,  ciTected  the  greatest  im- 
provement that  had  ever  been  made  on  the  re- 
fiacth^  telescope,  by  producing  an  image  £"60 
of  tlie  imperfections  caused  by  the  blending  of 
the  prismatic  colours.  And  we  have  reason  to 
Mieve,  that  the  further  improvement  of  this  tele- 


scope will  chiefly  depend  on  ascertaining  tfie 
true  chymical  composition  of  flint  glaass  for  achro- 
matic purposes,  and  the  proper  mode  of  conduct- 
ing its  manufiusture,  whidi  may  lead  to  the  con- 
struction of  instruments  of  this  kind,  <»  a  mora 
extensive  scale  than  has  ever  yet  been  attempted, 
and  to  discoveries  in  the  celestial  regions  far 
beyond  those  which  have  hitherto  been  made. 
But  such  improvements  can  never  be  effected, 
unless  by  numerous  experimental  investigation^ 
conducted  by  those  whose  minds  are  thorou^y 
imbued  with  the  principles  of  chymical  and  op- 
tical science.* 

0ns  of  the  latest  Improvements  on  Aehromatit 
otaiject^lasses  was  made  by  a  foreigner  of  the  name 
of  (Mnand^  who  was  originally  a  cabinetmaker. 
After  acquiring  a  knowleage  of  the  principles  of 
optlos,  and  of  the  mode  of  constniaing  telescopes, 
he  ap|»lied  himself  particularly  to  ascertain  tLe 
proper  composition  of  JUnt-glatt  for  achromatic 
purposes;  and,  after  spendiiig  twenty  or  thirty 
years  in  making  experlments-^caatlnff  one  pot  of 

5 lass  after  another,  and  meetlnf  with  frequent 
isappointments,— he  nt  length  succeeded  in  obtain* 
lag  glass  for  achromatic  telescopes,  of  larger  dimen* 
slons  and  of  a  quality  superior  to  what  could  for* 
merly  be  procured.  Of  this  glass  was  formed  the 
lareest  triple  achromatic  teleecope  ever  constructed, 
which  was  lately  erected  in  tbs  observatory  of  the 
ooiversltv  at  Dorpal,  under  the  direction  of  M 
Fraunhofer.  This  glass  is  perfectly  free  ftom  veins, 
and  has  a  greater  dispersive  power  than  any  ob- 
tained before.  The  dlasBeter  or  this  object  ^a»t  is 
almost  ten  Inches,  and  its  focal  distance  is  feet 
It  has  four  ejre-pieoes,  the  lowest  magnifying  ITS 
times,  and  the  highest  780  times.  Mr.  TuUey  of 
IsUngtsn  latsly  constzucted.  of  stmllar  SMUartaU 
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With  ragftrd  to  tfia  innentioo  and  improre- 
OMBt  of  the  «fMii»4nf  iiw— «  fltory  has  been  toM 
'*  thai  an  idle  boy  bein^  employed  to  stop  and 
open  a  valve,  saw  that  heooukl  save  hhneelf  the 
trouble  of  attending  and  watching  it,  by  fixing  a 
plug  upon  a  part  of  the  machine  wb&ch  came  to 
the  place  at  Uie  proper  times,  in  consequence  of 
the  general  miyvement."  Whether  or  not  this 
story  has  any  founds  tion  in  truth — certain  it  is, 
tliat  all  the  most  useful  improvements  in  this 
engine  have  been  the  result  of  the  most  elaborate 
researches  and  investigations  of  scientific  truths* 
The  first  distinct  notion  of  the  structure  and 
operation  of  this  powerful  machine  appears  to 
have  been  given  l^  the  Marquis  of  Worcester, 
in  1663,  in  his  *'  Century  of  Inventions.''  Its 
subsequent  improvements  by  Savaiy,  Blackey, 
Newcomen,  Beighton  and  Fitzgerald,  were  the 
results  of  physical  knowledge,  c£  mechanical 
skill,  and  of  tiie  most  laborious  investigations. 
Its  latest  and  most  important  improvements  by 

msnufoctnred  bjr  the  sane  artist,  a  telescope  whose 
olfject-glast  it  atxmt  seven  laches  diameter,  and  its 
focal  length  twelve  feet,  which  is  now  In  the  pos- 
session of  Dr.  Pearson.  The  piece  of  flint-glass  of 
which  the  concave  lens  was  formed,  eost'BIr.Tulley 
about  thirty  ^Ineas.  Unfortunately  for  science,  the 
Infenloiis  artist  (Gutnand)  Is  now  dead,  and  It  Is 
uncertain  whether  he  has  left  any  particular  details 
of  his  process  behind  htm.  The  possibility,  how- 
ever, of  procuring  crUss  for  the  construction  of  very 
large  achromatic  telescopes  is  now  put  beyond  a 
doabt. 

The  unBcIenibie  reader  may  aoqoixe  a  gmuml 
idea  of  an  achromatic  object-f^Iass  rrom  the  follow. 
Ing  figure,— where  A  D  represents  adonblo  unequally 
convex  lens  of  ervitn  gkts9t  C  B  a  double  concave 
oijlint  gtoMi  and  E  F  another  convex  lens  of  crown- 
glass.  These  are  placed  together  In  the  manner 
represented  bi  the  figure,  and  form  what  is  called 


■B  asbrasMCle  object-glass,  the  term  ocAromoMp  sv* 
nliymg/yes  qfeoiour.  Sometimes  only  two  lenses, 
a  convex  of  crown,  and  a  concave  of  flint-glass  are 
combined  for  the  same  purpose.  In  the  case  of  a 
single  convex  glass,  the  Image  formed  Is  blended 
with  the  prismatic  colours  which  come  to  foci  at 
ilifTerent  distances  from  the  lens,  and  consequently 
proila<*e  a  comparatively  indistinct  image,  which 
wilt  not  admit  of  a  high  magnifying  power..  But  the 
achromatic  lens,  forming  an  inUMe  without  ooloar. 
will  bear  a  larger  aperture,  and  a  higheT  magnliying 
power,  than  a  common  renractor  ofihe  same  length. 
ao  great  is  the  difference— that  an  achromatic  tele- 
scope of  DoHond,  only  three  feet  ten  inches  In 
length.  w:iM  found  to  equal,  and  even  excel  the 
funons  aerial  telescope  of  Boygens  of  its  feet  focal 
I'figth,  and  the  gentlemen  present  at  the  trial  agreed 
til  ii "  the  dwarf  was  fairly  a  match  for  the  glaat** 
Tim  principal  obstacle  to  their  constmction  on  a 
iiir»5  4cale,  Is.  thedlfBcuhy  of  procuring  large  pieces 
•kf  nint  -glass  Rse  of  veins,  and  of  a  proper  mspeni  ve 
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•  Mr.  James  Watt,  were  owing  no  lesi  to  th« 
scientific  knowledge  which  adoraed  his  miiid« 
than  to  his  mechanical  ingenuity.  He  was  a 
man  of  a  truly  pliilosophical  nimd,  eminently 
conversant  in  all  branches  of  natural  knowledge* 
and  the  pupil  and  intimate  firiend  of  Dr.  Black, 
and  had  attended  the  lectures  of  that  distin* 
guished  philosopher  in  the  university  of  Glasgow. 
And  he  oAen  acknowledged  "  that  his  first  ideas 
on  this  subject  were  acquired  by  hii  attendance 
on  Dr.  Black's  chymical  lectures,  and  from  the 
consideration  of  his  theory  of  latent  heat,  and 
the  expansibili^  of  steam."  We  may  therefore 
rest  assured,  that  all  the  future  ini^rovementa 
and  new  applications  of  this  neble  invention  wiD 
be  the  result  of  ph}'sical  and  chymical  knowledge 
combined  witli  mechanical  skill;  and  conse- 
quently, no  artizan  can  ever  expect  to  be  instru« 
mental  in  bringing  the  steam-engine  to  its  highest 
pitch  of  improvement,  and  in  directing  its  ener- 
gies to  all  the  purposes  to  which  they  may  be 
applied^  unless  Uie  pursuits  of  science  occupy  a 
considerable  share  of  his  attention. 

The  first  hint  of  the  marina'*  com^au  it 
generally  supposed  to  have  been  owing  to  chance. 
Some  persons  may  have  accidentally  observed, 
that  when  a  small  loadstone  is  suspended  in 
water  on  a  piece  of  wood  or  cork,  its  ends  pointed 
towards  the  south  and  north.  Such  ezperimwta 
seem  to  have  been  applied  at  first  for  mere 
amusement,  and  to  excite  astonisbment  in  the 
minds  of  the  ignorant  and  ilUterate.    But  it  was 
not  tin  some  genius  possessed  of  science  and  of 
reflecting  powers  seized  the  hint  thus  given,  that 
it  was  applied  to  the  important  purpose  of  direct- 
ing the  mariner  in  his  course  through  the  path- 
less ocean.    And  to  science  we  are  indebted 
for  the  manner  of  determining  the  <ieo{mation  of 
the  needle,  in  all  parts  of  the  workl,  by  moans 
of  the  azimuth  compass,  and  thus  rendering  it 
an  accurate  guid<  to  the  navigator  in  every 
region  through  which  he  moves.    The  discovery 
of  that  pecubar  principle  termed  galvamsm,  wa« 
partly  owing  to  accident.    Whilst  Galvani,  pro- 
fessor of  anatomy  at  Botogna,  was  one  day  em- 
ployed in  dissecting  a  fixig,  in  a  room  where 
some  of  his  firiends  were  amusing  themselves 
with  electrical  experiments,  coe  of  them  having 
happened  to  draw  a  spark  fixHn  the  conductor,  at 
same  time  that  the  professor  touched  one  of  the 
nerves  of  the  animal,  its  whole  body  was  ii^ 
stantly  shaken  by  a  violent  convulsion.    Having 
afterwards  suspended  some  fi'ogs  from  the  iron 
palisades  which  surrounded    bis   garden,    by 
means  of  metallic  hooks  fixed  in  the  spines  of 
their  backs,  he  observed  that  their  muscles  con- 
tracted frequently  and.inv<Juntarily,  as  if  from  a 
shock  of  electricity.    Such  facts,  presented  to 
the  view  of  unscientific  persons,  might  have  pro- 
duced nothing  more  than  a  gaze  of  wonder; 
perhaps  supernatural  powers  might  have  been 
resorted  to  in  order  to  accoimt Tir  the  pheoc^ 
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mvna,  and  in  a  thort  time  ihey  mi^thaTO  been  object  of  his  pursuit  befwe  his  mind,  he  pHec 

forgotten  as  a  vision  of  the  night.    But  such  his  mechanical  ingenuity  in  adapting  the  mi^ 

scientific  minds  as  those  of  Valli,  Yolta,  Monro,  chinery  of  a  clock  to  the  maintaining  of  the  Ti- 

Fowler,  Davy,  Humboldt  and  WoUaston,  having  brations  of  a  pendulum,  and  by  his  matfaemati« 

seized  upon  these  fiusts,  having  contemplated  cal   knowledge  investigated  the  theory  of  its 

them  in  every  point  of  view,  and  instituted  ex-  motion.    By  the  aid  of  a  new  department  df 

periments  of  every  description  in  relation  to  geometrical   science,  invented  by  himself,  he 

them— most  astonishbg  discoveries  in  science  showed  how  to  make  a  pendulum  swing  in  a  cy« 

have  been  brought  to  li^t — the  whole  aspect  of  cioid,  and  that  its  vibrations  in  this  curve  are  ail 

chymistiy  has  been  changed,  and  numerous  im*  performed  in  equal  times,  whatever  be  their  ex- 

provements  introduced  into  the  practice  of  the  tent.    The  ingenious  Mr.  Robert  Hooke,  v^Lo 

usefiil  arts.    Alkalis  have  been  deonnposed,  was  the  inventor  of  spring  or  pocket  watches, 

new  metallic  substances  discovered,  the  cause  and  of  several  astronomic^  instruments  fi>r  mak- 

of  the  oorrotioii  of  metab  ascertained,  and  the  ing  observations  both  at  sea  and  land'-waa 

means  determined  by  which  it  may  be  effectu-  eminently  distinguished  for  his  philosophical  and 

aOy  prevented.  mathematical  acquirements.    From  his  earliest 

It  is  a  truth  which  the  whole  liistory  of  sci-  years  he  discovered  a  genius  ibr  mechanics,  and 
eace  fully  corroborates,  that  very  few  important  all  his  other  knowledge  was  brought  to  bear  upon 
cfiseoveries  have  been  made  by  accident  or  by  his  numerous  inventions  and  contrivances. — 
Ignorant  persons,  whose  minds  were  not  di*  Otto  Guerieke,  who  iMvtnted  the  Air-jmn^f  was 
rected  to  the  particular  object  of  research.  On  one  of  the  first  mathematicians  c^  his  time ;  and 
the  other  hand,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  tlie  Honourable  Robert  Boyle,  who  hnptoved  this 
that  there  are  many  facta  and  circumstances  valuable  instrument,  was  one  of  the  most  il]u»- 
which  have  passed  under  the  inspection  of  un-  trious  philosophers  of  the  age  and  country  in 
tutored  minds,  which,  had  they  come  within  the  which  he  lived.-^Mr.  Ferguson,  the  inventor  of 
range  of  men  ofscience,  would  have  led  to  many  several  orreries,  the  astronoroiaal  rotula,  th* 
oseml  inventions  which  are  yet  hid  in  the  womb  edipsarion,  the  mechanical  paradox,  and  other 
of  futurity,  and  which  will  reward  the  industry  astronomical  machinery,  had,  fi-om  his  earliest 
of  toon  enlightened  generations.  The  invei^  years,  devoted  the  greatest  part  of  his  time  t* 
tions  to  which  we  have  now  adverted,  and  many  the  study  of  mechanics,  and  the  physical  and 
others,  where  chance  suggested  the  first  rudb  mathematical  sciences  with  which  it  is  coo- 
hints,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  lain  for  ages  nected,  as  appears  from  the  numerous  populat 
in  obscurity,  without  any  red  utility  to  mankind,  works  which  he  published  on  these  subjecta 
had  not  the  genius  of  science  seized  upon  ^em,  which  are  still  in  extensive  circulation^— Th* 
viewed  them  in  aU  their  bearings,  and  traced  late  Mr.  Arkwright,  the  inventor  of  the  ^pinmn^ 
Ifaem  to  aU  their  legitimate  consequences  and  re-  Jennie$f  devoted  many  years  to  the  study  of  mo« 
cults.  Hod  the  telescope,  the  steam  engine,  dianics  and  to  the  improvement  of  his  inven- 
and  the  mariner*s  compass,  in  their  first  embryo  tion,  till  he  was  perfectly  conversant  in  every 
state,  remained  sdely  in  the  hands  of  ignorant  ihing  that  relates  to  the  construction  of  nuu 
empirics,  they  might  have  been  reserved  merely  chinery.  This  admirable  invention,  by  which  a 
as  play-things  fi>r  the  purpose  of  vulgar  amuse-  pound  of  the  finest  cotton  has  been  spun  by  ma* 
ment,  or  exhibited  by  cunning  impostors  to  aid  chinery  into  a  yam  extending  more  than  119 
thair  deceptions,  or  to  produce  a  belief  of  their  miles,  was  not  the  result  of  chance,  but  of  tJie 
■opernatural  powers.  But  science  snatched  most  unwearied  study  and  attention  in  regard  ta 
diem  from  the  hands  of  the  ignorant  and  the  de-  every  circumstance  which  had  a  bearing  on  the 
signing,  and  having  added  the  requisite  improve-  object  of  bis  pursuit :  and  as  he  had  not  ori- 
ments,  bequeathed  them  to  mankind  as  the  ginally  receiv^  any  thing  like  a  rtgviar  scien* 
means  of  fiiture  advancement  in  the  paths  of  tific  education,  his  acquirements  were  the  result 
knowledge,  and  in  the  practice  of  the  arts.  of  his  own   application  and  industry.—"  Tht^ 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  kind  of  axiom,  to  new  process  of  refining  sugar,  by  which  more 

which  few  exceptions  vrill  occm*,  that  great  di»-  money  has  been  made  in  a  shorter  time,  and  with 

ooveries  in  science  and  improvements  in  art  are  less  risk  and  trouble,  than  was  ever  perhaps 

never  to  be  expected  but  as  the  result  of  know-  gamed  from  an  invention,  was  discovered  by  an 

ledge  combined  with  unwearied  investigation,  accomplished  chymist,  £.  Howard,  brother  of 

Thu  axiom  miglit  be  illustrated,  were  it  necea-  the  Duke  of  Noiiblk,  and  was  the  fiiiitof  a  long 

•ary,  from  what  we  know  of  the  past  history  of  course  of  eiq|>eriments,  in  the  progress  of  whidu 

oar  most  useful  inventions.    The  celebrated  M.  known  philosophical  principles  were  constantly 

Hii^gens,  who  first  discovered  the  means  of  ren-  applied,  and  one  or  two  new  principles  aacer* 

denng  docks  exact  by  applying  the  penAdam,  taiiMd.** 

tad  rendering  aU  its  vibrations  equal  by  the  cy-        There  are  few  inventions  of  modem  tones 

doid— was  one  of  the  first  mathematicians  and  that  have  been  more  directly  the  resuh  of  phi- 

•strooomers  of  his  age.    He  had  king  kept  the  loiophical  knowledge  and  experimeni,  than  ihe 
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•nfltf^ampi  tnrented  by  that  aecompltshed  chy* 
mUt,  the  late  Sir  Humphrey  DaTy.  He  insti- 
CQted  a  iieiieB  of  philoeophioa]  ezporunenCs,  with 
the  expreis  purpose  of  ccostrHctingi  if  poerible, 
a  lamp  by  which  the  miner  might  walk  through 
a  body  of  fire^lamp  in  his  subterraneous  apart- 
ments without  danger  of  an  eiplosion;  and  the 
success  with  vdiich  his  investigations  were  at- 
tended, led  to  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  use- 
ful inventions  which  distinguish  the  period  in 
which  we  live.*  Had  ihis  ingenious  philoso- 
pher been  ignorant  of  the  nature  and  properties  of 
earburretted  hydrogen  gas,  of  the  composition  of 
atmospheric  air,  of  the  nature  of  combustion,  and 
of  the  general  principles  of  chymical  science, 
he  eoiild  never  have  hit  upon  the  construction 
of  this  admirable  instrument,  and  the  useful  mi- 
ner would  stiH  have  been  left  to  grspple  with  his 
invisible  enemy  (the  fir»Klan^)  without  any 
means  of  escaping  from  its  destructive  agency  .f 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  IX. 

*  It  is  more  than  probaUe,  that  fktal  aeddents 
have  occurred  In  coal  mines  where  these  lamps  have 
tMen  used,  owing  to  the  icnoranee  and  Inattention 
of  some  of  those  axtlsU  who  have  been  emplo/ed  In 
forming  the  wire-gmue  with  which  they  are  sur- 
lounded.  A  friend  of  mine,  who  performed  a  great 
varletjof  experimenu  with  this  instrumenti  with 
cverr  combination  of  explosive  cas,  informed  me, 
that,  with  a  lamp  somranded  with  wire-gauze,  ma- 
nufactured by  an  artist  In  a  town  in  the  north  of 
England,  and  who  tuppUed  Ufvr  tfuuteof  Ota  mi- 
ner»—9n  explosion  nnlfonaly  toolc  place  when  the 
Instrament  was  placed  in  a  body  of  Inflammable 
gas.  He  suspected  that  the  apertures  in  the  wirB< 
gaoM  were  too  larse,  and  remonstrated  with  the 
artist  on  his  want  of  accuracy;  and  it  was  not  be» 
fbrs  he  procured  gause  with  smaller  apeitures  that 
his  experlmenu  succeeded;  and  they  were  attended 
with  complete  success  in  every  future  experimenL 
after  the  gauze  was  changed.  So  small  was  the  d» 
ference  In  the  contexture  of  the  two  pieces  of  the 
gauae,  that,  to  a  common  eye,  It  was  scarcely  per 
ceptlbte.  It  is  found  by  experimsnt,  that  the  aper- 
turss  In  the  ganse  should  not  exceed  one  twentieth 
of  an  inch  square,  and  that  wire  rrom  one  ftrtleth 
to  one  sixtieth  of  an  inch  diameter,  Is  the  most  con* 
venient.  Had  the  artist  alluded  to,  known  how  to 
perform  experiments  with  this  instrument,  and  tried 
the  eflteots  of  his  gause  bofbre  be  sold  it  for  the  pur* 
pose  Intended,  such  serious  blunders  would  not 
have  been  committed.  Who  knows  but  the  deiW 
deocy  In  the  gauxe  alluded  to  might  have  been  the 
cause  of  the  destruction  of  several  lives  in  the  pits 
Where  It  was  used  7  for  It  Is  a  certain  fhct  that  acci- 
dents ttom  explosions  are  occasionally  recurring, 
9ven  In  mines  where  these  lamps  are  generally  In 
jw.  Hence  the  necessity  of  chymical  knowledge 
and  attention  to  scisntlflc  accuracy  in  those  who  are 
the  m.inufacturers  of  instrtunents  of  this  descrip- 
tion—on  the  accurate  construction  of  which  the 
lives  and  comforts  of  a  useful  body  of  the  commu- 
nity may  depend.  I  kiutw  not  whether  it  be  custo- 
mary to  put  the  safety-lamp  Into  the  hands  of  the 
miner,  without  first  tiylng  its  efllclency  for  resisting 
fhe  effects  of  explosive  gases.  If  It  Is  not,  It  Is  a 
most  glaring  and  dangeious  oversight ;  and  there 
can  be  no  ipiestion,  that  to  the  neglect  of  this  pre- 
caution are  to  be  attrlboied  many  of  those  explo- 
sions which  have  taken  place  tn  the  mines  where  ■ 
this  lamp  has  been  introduced.  Besides,  such  ne- 
glects have  a  direct  tendency  to  detract  fh>m  the 
merits  of  this  noble  Invention,  to  prevent  Its  unlver- 
fil  adoption,  and  to  render  uncertam  itseflteiency 
ftvt  warding  off  destructive  explosions.  But  from 
lae  expertmsnts  aUnded  to  ahove^  which  were  pe^ 
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We  may  farther  remark,  that  the  mechanic 
whose  mind  is  enlightened  with  scienti5c  know, 
ledge,  hoM  a  mudi  greater  chance  of  being  inetm-^ 
mental  in  trnpraomg  ike  arte,  than  the  mere  cAy- 
mitt  or  philMophv,    While  the  mere  philosi>- 
pher  is  demonstrating  principles  and  formmg 
theories  in  his  doeat,  and  sometimes  peribrming 
experiments,  only  on  a  smofi  scale,— 4he  work- 
man, in  certain  manu&ctoriee,  has  a  daily  op- 
portunity of  contemplating  chymical  processes 
and  mechanical  operations  on  an  esCeiistae  scale, 
and  of  perceiving  numberless  modifications  and 
contrivances,  which  require  to  be  attended  to, 
of  which  the  mere  scientific  speculator  can  form 
but  a  very  faint  and  inadequate  conception. 
Being  &nuliar  with  the  most  minute  details  of 
every  process  and  operation,  ho  can  perceive 
redtmdancies  and  defects  imperceptible  to  other 
observers ;  and,  if  he  has  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  general  principles  on  which  his  operati(xi8 
depend,  he  must  be  best  qualified  fi>r  suggwting 
and  contriving  the  requisite  improvements.    Am 
the  mechanic  is  constantly  KanHlmg  the  tools 
and  materiab  with  which  new  experiments  and 
improvements  ntay  be  made,— observing  the  e(l 
fects  of  certain  contrivances,  and  tS  deviations 
from  established  practice— and  witnessing  the 
chymical  and  mechanical  actions  of  bodies  on 
each  other— he  has  more  opportunities  of  obser- 
vation in  these  respects,  and,  consequently,  is 
more  likely  than  any  other  class  of  society  to 
strike  out  a  new  path  which  may  lead  to  some 
useful  invention  m  the  arts,  or  discovery  in  the 
sciences.*    But  if  his  mind  is  not  imbued  with 
knowledge,  he  trudges  on,  like  a  miH-horse,  in 
the  same  beaten  track,  and  may  overlook  a  thou- 
sand (^portunities  of  per^Mrming  experiments, 
and  a  thousand  circumstances  which   might 
suggest  new  improvements. 

In  sh<^,  in  so  far  as  chance  is  concerned  in 
new  discoveries  and  improvements  in  the  arts, 
the  scientific  mechanic  has  a  hundred  chances 
to  one,  compared  with  the  ignorant  artificer,  that, 
in  the  course  of  his  operations,  he  shaQ  hit  upon 
a  n^w  principle  of  improvement :  his  chances 
of  such  results  are  even  superior  to  those  of  the 
most  profound  philosophers  who  never  engage  in 

formed  with  the  greatest  care,  and  wHh  every  pos- 
sible combination  of  explo^ve  gas,  and  frequently 
exhibited  in  private,  and  before  large  nuUie  audi- 
ences—ihe  elBciency  of  this  lamp  i)r  resisting  the  ef- 
fects of  fire-damp  is  put  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt  It  is  known  to  be  the  practice  of  some  mi- 
ners, occasionally  to  screw  off  the  top  of  their  lamp. 
In  order  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  more  ught  than  what 
shines  through  the  wire-ganxe.  Such  a  prartlre 
ought  to  be  strictly  pmhlbited,  and  the  taistnunent, 
if  possible,  rendered  Incapable  of  being  opened  at 
top— a  practice  which  may  probably  have  been  the 
occasion  of  several  explosions.  If  the  workmen 
in  mines  were  carofldly  Instructed  In  ths  general 
principles  of  chrmlstry.  aul  partieulariy  la  the  na- 
ture of  combustion,  explosions,  and  the  qualities  of 
the  different  gases,  they  would  not  dare  to  hasard 
such  dangerous  experiments. 

*  flee  Appendix  Ho.  X 
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pnictlcal  0|>erttiQiui,  as  he  is  constantlj  in  the  physical  imirerae  shaQ  he  more  extensiTely  e»> 
way  of  perceiving  what  is  useless,  defective,  or  plored,  and  the  gates  of  the  temple  of  knowled^ 
in  any  way  amiss  in  the  common  methods  of  thrown  open  to  all.  Future  Watts,  Davys  an^ 
procedure.  To  use  a  common  expression,  **  he  Aricwrights  wiH  douhtlesa  arise,  wi^  minds  stiO 
is  in  the  way  of  good  luck,  and  if  he  possesses  more  brilliantly  illuminated  with  the  lights  of 
the  requisite  information,  he  can  take  the  ad-  science,  and  the  splendid  inventions  of  the  pre- 
.  vantage  of  it  when  it  comes  to  him.''  And  sent  age  be  far  surpassed  in  the  **  future  miracles 
should  he  be  so  fortunate  as  to  hit  on  a  new  in*  of  mechanic  power,"  wluch  will  distinguish  the 
vention,  he  wiS  probably  enjoy  not  merely  the  ages  which  are  yet  to  come.  But,  in  order  to 
honour  which  is  attached  to  a  new  discovery,  but  thjs  *'  wished  for  consunmiatioo,''  it  is  indispei^ 
also  the  pecuniary  advantages  which  generally  '  sably  requisite  that  the  mass  of  mankind  be 
result  fr<Hn  it.  aroused  from  their  slumbers,  that  knowledge  be 
We  have,  therefore,  every  reason  to  hope,  universally  diffused,  and  that  the  lig^t  of  science 
that,  were  scientific  knowledge  universally  dif^  shed  its  influence  on  men  of  every  nation,  of 
fused  amMkg  the  working  classes,  every  depart-  every  profession,  and  of  eveiy  rax^.  And  H, 
ment  of  the  useful  arts  woukl  proceed  with  a  through  apathy  or  avarice,  or  indulgence  in  sen- 
rapid  progress  to  perfection,  and  new  arts  and  sual  propensities,  we  refuse  to  lend  oor  helpfaig 
inventions,  hitherto  unknown,  be  introduced  ^n  hand  to  this  object,  now  that  a  spirit  of  inquiry 
the  theatre  of  the  world,  to  increase  the  ei^oy-  has  gone  abroad  in  the  world— society  may  yet 
ments  of  domostic -society,  and  to  embellish  the  relapse  into  the  dAikness  which  envel<^»ed  the 
face  of  nature.  No  possible  limits  can  be  as-  faumsin  mbd  duriog  the  middle  ages,  and  th« 
signed  to  the  powers  of  genius,  to  the  resources  nol>Ie  inventions  of  the  past  and  present  ag«, 
cf  science,  to  the  improvement  of  machineiy,  to  like  the  stately  monuments  of  Grecian  and  Ro- 
the  aids  to  be  derived  from  chymical  researches,  nan  art,  be  lost  amidst  the  mists  of  ignorance, 
and  to  the  skill  and  industry  of  mechanics  and  or  blended  with  the  ruins  of  empires, 
labourers  when  guided  by  the  light  which  scien- 
tific discoveries  have  diffbsed  around  them.  HI.  The  knowledge  sad  mental  activity  con- 
Almost  eveiy  new  discovery  in  nature  lays  the  nected  with  the  improvement  of  the  arta,  wmU 
foundation  dT  a  new  art  ;-and  suMse  the  recent  promeU  the  mUmtd  C9u\farU  rfmaiAitd,  perm 
discoveries  of  chymistry  lead  to  the  conviction,  tiadarfy  •Jihe  lower  orders  oftockfy, 
UuU  tka  pnperAet  and  powers  of  material  «u6-  Since  the  period  when  the  arts  began  to  be 
ttemc»  Ore  ordy  btpmning  to  be  dueovered — the  im|Ht>ved,  and  a  spirit  of  inquiry  after  knowledge 
resources  of  art  must,  in  some  measure,  keep  was  excited  among  the  nuddling  and  lower  or- 
pace  with  our  knowledge  of  the  powers  of  na-  ders,  many  comforts  and  conveniencies  have 
ture.  It  is  by  seizing  on  these  powers,  and  been  introduced,  and  a  new  lustre  appears  on  the 
employing  them  in  subserviency  to  his  designs,  face  of  general  society.  In  many  places  the  as- 
that  man  has  been  enabled  to  perform  operations  pect  of  th«  country  has  been  entirely  changed ; 
which  the  whole  united  force  of  mere  animal  the  low  thatched  cottage  of  the  fiumer  has  arisen 
strength  coukl  never  have  accomplished.  Steam,  into  a  stately  mansion,  the  noisome  dunghiD 
galvanism,  the  atmospheric  pressure,  oxygen,  which  stood  within  two  yards  of  his  door,  has 
hydrogen,  and  other  natural  agents,  formerly  been  thrown  into  a  spacious  court  at  a  distance 
unnoticed  or  unknown,  have  been  called  into  from  his  dwelling,  and  his  offices  display  a  neat- 
action  by  the  genius  of  science ;  and,  in  the  ness  and  elegance  which  seem  to  vie  with  those 
form  of  steam-boats  and  carriages.  Voltaic  bat-  of  the  proprietor  of  ^e  soil.  The  gloomy  pa^ 
teries,  gasometers  and  air-balloons,  have  gene-  rish  church  with  its  narrow  aisle  and  tottering 
rated  forces,  effected  decompositions,  diffused  belfrey,  has  been  transformed  into  a  noble  light- 
the  most  brilliant  illuminations,  and  produced  a  some  edifice,  and  adorned  with  a  statdy  apire 
celerity  of  motion  both  on  sea  and  land  which  towering  above  all  surroundmg objects;  and  the 
have  astonished  even  the  phikMophical  worid,  village  school,  within  whose  narrow  walls  a  hun- 
and  which  former  generations  would  have  been  dred  little  urchins  were  crowded,  like  sheep  in  a 
disposed  to  ascribe  to  the  agendei  of  infernal  fold,  has  now  expanded  into  a  spadoos  halL 
demons.  And  who  shall  dare  to  set  boundaries  Narrow  dirty  paths  have  been  improved,  roads 
to  the  range  of  scientific  discovery— or  to  say,  fbnned  on  spacious  plans,  canda  and  railwaya 
that  principles  and  powers  of  a  still  more  woo-  constructed,  streets  enlarged,  waste  lands  cul- 
derfiil  and  energetic  nature,  shall  not  be  disco-  tivated,  mairshes  drained,  and  the  interior  ot 
vered  in  the  system  of  nature,  calculated  to  booses  decorated  and  rendered  more  oomfoitable 
perform  adbievements  still  more  strBring  and  and  commodious.  In  districts  where  nothing 
magnificent?  Much  has,  of  late  years,  been  fermeriy  appeared  but  a  dreary  waste,  praiV 
peiformed  by  the  application  and  combination  fields  have  been  established,  cotton  niDs,  foun* 
of  chymical  and  mechanical  powers,  but  much  deries,  and  other  manofibctories  erected,  viDaces 
tnore,  we  may  oonfidently  expect,  will  be  reared,  and  the  noise  of  machineiy,  the  teDing 
achieved  in  generatioos  yet  to  come,  when  the    of  bells,  the  sound  of  hammers,  the  bvzs  of  reeb, 
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md  the  hum  of  hnmaa  voices  and  of  ceatele«    afiaiin.    Now,  the  hiibita  of  applieadoa  which 
activity,  novr  divenify  die  A:ene  where  nothing    the  acquisition  of  icnowledge  necoMarily  pro- 
was  formerly  heard  but  the  purling  stream  or  the     duces,  would  naturally  be  carried  into  die  Tar^ 
Hillings  of  the  terapeat.    In  certain  parts  of  the     rious  departments  of  labour  peculiar  to  their  wtaf 
eountry  where  the  passing  of  a  chariot  was  a    tions,  and  prevent  thai  laziness  and  inattention 
kind  of  'phenomenon,  mails  and  stage-coaches     which  is  too  common  among  the  working  classes, 
crowded  with  travetten  of  all  descriptions,  within    and  which  not  unfirequently  lead  to  poverty  and 
and  without,  now  foDow  each  other  in  rapid  sno    diagraco.     Their  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
cession,  conveying  their  passengers  with  unin-    heat,  combustion,  atmospheric  air,  and  combus- 
tenrupted  rapidity,  and  at  one-half  the  expense     tible  substances,  would  lead  them  to  a  proper 
IbrBieriy  incurred.    Even  on  die  inland  lake,     economy  in  the  use  of  fud ;  and  their  aoquamU 
iriiere  scarcely  a  small  skUTwas  formerly  seen,     anoe  with  the  truths  of  cbymistry,  on  which  the 
•team-vessds  are  now  beheld  sweeping  along  in    art  of  a  rational  cookery  is  founded,  would  lead 
majestic  style,  and  landing  fashionable  parties,     them  to  on  eeonomieal  jtnetiee  in  At  preparation 
heroes,  divines,  and  philosophers,  to  enliven  the    of  viOuaU,  and  teach  them  to  extract  from  every 
mral  hamlet,  die  headi-clad  mountain,  and  the    substance  aU  its  nutritious  qualities,  and  to  im- 
romantic  glen.  part  a  proper  relirii  to  every  dish  they  prepare ; 

Much,  however,  is  still  wanting  to  complete    for  want  of  which  knowledge  and  attention,  the 
die  enjoyments  of  the  lower  ranks  of  society,    natural  substances  intended  for  the  sustenance 
In  the  cmmtnff  many  of  them  live  in  die  most    of  man  wiU  not  go  half  their  length  in  the  hands 
wretdied  hovels,  open  to  the  wind  and  rain,  with-    of  some  as  they  do  under  the  judicious  manage- 
•ut  a  separate  apartment  to  which  an  individual    ment  of  others.    Their  knowledge  of  the  ■trQ&> 
may  retire  for  any  mental  exercise ;  in  tawntf  a    ture  and  ftmctions  of  the  animal  system,  of  the 
whole  family  is  frequendy  crowded  into  a  sinele    regimen  which  ought  to  be  attanded  to  in  order 
apartment  in  a  narrow  lane,  surrounded  with    to  health  and  vigour,  of  the  causes  which  produce 
ilth  and  noxiooa  exhalations,  and  where  the  light    obstructed  perspiration,  of  the  meana  hy  which 
of  day  ia  scarcely  risible.    In  such  habitations,     pestilential  effluvia  and  infootioua  diaeaaea  aee 
where  the  kitchen,  parlour,  and  bed-closet  are    propagated,  and  of  the  diaaaters  to  which  the  ho- 
•n  comprised  in  one  narrow  apartment,  it  ia     man  vame  is  liable  in  certain  situations,  umUd 
next  to  in^MMwible  for  a  man  to  improve  hia  mind    tend  to  jmvent  mai^  oftho$t  dmaim  and  fatal 
by  reading  or  reflection,  amidat  the  gloom  of    aoddent*  to  which  ignorance  and  inattention  bave 
twilight,  the  noiae  of  children,  and  the  prepara-     exposed  ao  many  <A  our  fellow-men.    For  want 
fion  of  rictnals,  even  although  he  folt  an  ardent    of  attending  to  such  precautions  in  these  ro- 
doaire  for  intellectual  enjoyment.    Hence  the    apects,  as  knowledge   wouU  have  auggeated, 
temptation  to  which  anch  peraona  are  exposed  to    thousands  of  fiimiliea  have  been  plung^  into 
■eek  enjoyment  in  wanderingthrough  the  streets,     wretchedness  and  ruin,  which  all  their  future 
in  frequenting  the  ale-houae,  or  in  lounging  at    exertions  were  inadequate  to  remnve.    As  the 
Che  fire-side  in  mental  inactivity.    In  order  that    son  of  Sirach  has  weQ  observed, "  Better  is  the 
the  bboorer  may  be  stimulated  to  the  cultivation    poor  being  sound  and  strong  m  constitution,  than 
of  his  mental  powers,  he  must  be  furnished  with     a  rich  man  that  is  afflicted  in  his  body.    Health 
those  domesde  coiiveniencies  requisite  for  at-     and  good  estate  ofbody  are  above  all  gold;  there 
taaning  this  object.  He  must  be  paid  such  wages     are  no  riches  above  a  sound  body,  and  no  joy 
as  w^  enable  him  to  procure  such  conveni-     above  the  joy  of  the  heart.** 
encies,  and  the  means  of  instruction,  otherwise        As  slovenliness  and  filth  are  generally  the 
it  is  next  thing  to  an  insult  to  exhort  him  to  pro-    characteristics  of  ignorance  and  vulgarity,  so  an 
sesote  the  path  of  science.     Uie  long  hourt  of     attention  to  eUanlineu  is  one  of  the  distinguishing 
lahour,  and  the  pdty  rsimmerafum  tohieh  the  fa-     features  of  cul^vated  minds.     Cleinliness  is 
b'jwer  reoetees  m  manjf  of  oar  epinnmir'mitit  and     conducive  to  health  and  virtuous  activi^,  but  un» 
other  manufactories,  so  long  as  such  domestic     cleanliness  is  prejudicial  to  both.    Keeping  the 
alaoenf  and  avaridoos  practieea  continue,  form    body  clean  ia  of  great  importance,  aince  more 
on  imtavumntable  barrier  to  the  general  diffiuion    than  the  one  half  of  what  we  eat  and  drink  ia 
of  kmnoUdgt,  evacuated  by  perspiration,  and  if  the  skin  is  not 

But  were  die  nrinds  of  the  lower  orders  im-  kept  dean  the  pores  are  atopped,  and  perapira- 
fraed  with  a  Mrtain  portion  of  usefiil  aeience,  and  tion  conaequendy  prevented,  to  the  great  injury 
did  they  poaaesa  soch  a  competency  as  every  of  health.  It  is  highly  nece^^ry  to  the  health 
numan  being  ought  to  enjoy,  (heir  knowledge  and  cheerfulness  of  children;  for  where  it  is 
woukl  lead  them  to  habits  of  diUgenee  and  aeo-  neglected,  they  grow  pale,  meagre,  and  squalid, 
nan^.  In  moat  inatancea  it  will  be  found,  that  and  aubject  to  several  loathsome  and  trooUe- 
■gnorance  ia  the  (hntful  aource  of  indolence,  aome  diaeaaea.  Washing  the  handa,  fooe, 
waste,  and  extravagance,  and  that  abject  poverty  mouth,  and  foot,  and  oceasionaUv  the  whole 
to  ihe  raault  of  a  want  of  diacriminanon  md  pro-    body  t  donduoea  to  health,  atren^, 


and  eana, 
^  amnfaoaBt  in  the  management  of  domeatic    and  tends  to  prevent  cokls,  rhenmatasm,  cremiia, 
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the  ptky,  the  itch,  the  tooth-ache,  and  manj  pools  of  stagnant  water  acattered  in  everj  drxer^ 

other  miJadies.  Attention  to  cleanliness  of  body  tion,  with  scarcely  the  Vestige  of  a  pathway  to 

would  also  lead  to  cleanliness  in   regard   to  guide  the  stops  of  the  passenger.    In  winter,  the 

clothes,  victuals,  apartments,  beds  and  furniture,  traveller,  in  passing  along,  is  bespattered  with 

A  knewledge  of  the  nature  of  the  mephitic  gases,  mbce  and  dirt,  and  in  summer,  he  can  only  drag 

of  the  necessity  of  pure  atmospheric  air  to  health  heavily  on,  while  his  feet  at  every  steJT  sink  into 

and  vigour,  and  of  the  means  by  which  infection  soil  and  parched  sand.  Now,  such  is  the  apathy 

is  produced  and  communicated,  would  lead  per-  and  indifference  that  prevail  among  many  ^iUa- 

sons  to  see  the  propriety  of  frequently  opening  gers  as  to  improvement  in  these  respects,  that 

doors  and  windows  to  dissipate  corrupted  air,  although  the  contribution  of  a  single  shilling  ui 

and  io  admit  the  refreshing  breeze,  of  sweeping  of  half  a  day's  labour  might,  in  some  instances, 

cobwebs  from  the  comers  and  ceiling  of  the  accomplish  the    requisite  improvements,   thi-y 

room,  and  ofremoving  dust,  straw,  or  filth  of  any  will  stand  aloof  from  such  operations  with  a 

kind  which  is  offensive  to  the  smell,  and  in  which  sullen  obstinacy,  and  even  ^ory  in  being  the 

infection  might  be  deposited.  By  such  attenticm,  means  of  preventing  them.    Nay,  such  is  the 

fevers  and  other  malignant  disorders  might  be  selfishness  of  many  individuals,  that  they  will 

prevented,  vigour,  health,  and  sereni^  promoted,  not  remove  nuisances  even  from  the  front  of 

and  the  whole  dwelling  and  its  inmates  present  their  own  dwellings,  because  it  mig^t  at  the 

an  air  of  cheerfulness  and  comfort,  and  become  same  time  pronsote  tjbe  convenience  of  the  public 

'the  seat  of  domestic  felici^.  at  largo.  In  large  towns,  likewise,  many  narrow 

Again,  scientific  knowledge  would  display  it-  lanes  are  rendered  filthy,  gloomy,  and  unwhole- 

sdf  among  the  lower  orders,  in  the  tasteful  cb-  some  by  the  avarice  of  landlords,  and  the  obsti- 

cora^anM  qf  their  houttt  cmd  garden  plaU.    The  nate  and  boorish  manners  c^  their  tenants,  and 

study  of  botany  and  horticulture  would  teach  improvements  prevented  which  would  tend  to 

them  to  select  the  most  beautiful  flowera,  shrubs,  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants.    Bat 

and  evergreens ;   to  arrange  their  plots  with  as  knowledge  tends  to  liberalise  the  mind,  to 

neatness   and   taste,    and    to   improve    their  subdue  the  princq>le  of  selfishness,  and  to  pro- 

Idtchen-garden  to  the  beat  advantage,  so  as  to  duce  a  relish  for  cleanliness  and  comfort,  wheo 

render  it  productive  for  the  pleasure  and  suste-  it  is  mdre  generally  diffused,  we  msy  expect  that 

nance  of  their  families.    A  genius  for  mecha-  such  improvements  as  those  to  which  I  alludo 

nical  operation?  which  almost  every  person  may  win  be  carried  forward  with  spirit  and  alacrity, 

acquire,  wodd  lead  them  to  invent  a  variety  of  There  would  not  be  the  smallest  difficulty  in  ae> 

decorations,  and  to  devise  many  contrivances  for  complishing  every  object  of  this  kind,  and  evmry 

the  purpose  of  c<mvenien<^,  and  for  keeping  other  improvement  conducive  to  the  pimsura 

every  thing  in  its  proper  place  and  order — which  and  comfort  of  the  social  state,  provided  the  ma- 

never  enter  into  the  conceptions  of  rude  and  jority  of  a  community  were  cheerfully  to  eome 

vulgar  minds.     Were  such  dispositions   and  forward  with  their  assistance  and  contributions^ 

mental  activity  generally  prevalent,  the  cirdjm-  however  smaU,  and  to  act  with  concord  and  har- 

stances  which  lead  to  poverty,  beggary ^  and  many.    A  whole  community  or  nation  acting  m 

drunkenness,  would  be  in  a  great  measure  re-  unison,  and  every  (»e  contributing  aceording  to 

moved,  and  home  would  always  be  resorted  to  as  his  ability,  would  accomplish  wonders  in  rela^ 

a  place  of  comfort  and  enjoyment,  tkm  to  the  improvement  of  towns,  viHagea,  and 

Again  the  study  of  science  and  art  would  in-  hamlets,  and  of  every  thing  that  regards  tha 

cline  the  lower  classes  to  enter  into  the  tpirit  of  comfort  of  civil  and  domestic  society, 

ceery  new  trnprcvemetU,  and  to  give  Viar  auiat-  In  short,  were  knowledge  generally  diffused, 

ones  m  carrying  ttfonoard.    The  want  of  taste  and  art  uniformly  directed  by  the  princ^las  of 

and  of  mental  activity,  and  the  spirit  of  selfish-  science,  new  and  interesting  plans  would  be 

ness  which  at  present  prevails  among  the  mass  formed,  new  improvements  set  on  foot,  new 

of  mankind,  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  a  comforts  enjoyed,  end  a  new  histro  would  ap- 

variety  of  schemes  wliich  might  tend  to  promote  pear  on  the  fiice  of  nature,  and  on  the  state  ct 

\hf  conveniences  and  comforts  of  general  society,  general  socie^.    Numerous  conveniencies,  de. 

For  example ;  many  of  our  villages  which  might  corations,  and  useful  establishments  never  yet 

otherwiso  present  the  appearance  of  neatness  attempted,  would  soon  be  realized.    Houses  on 

and  comfort,  are  almost  impassable,  especially  neat  and  commodious  plans,  in  airy  situations, 

in  the  winter  season,  and  durine  rainy  weather,  and  furnished  with  every  requisite  aceonmoda- 

en  account  of  the  badness  of  roads  and  the  want  tion,  would  be  reared  ftv  the  use  of  tha  peasanr 

of  foot-paths.    At  almost  every  step  you  en-  and  mechanic ;  schools  on  spacious  plans  for 

counter  a  pool,  a  heap  of  rubbish,  or  a  dunghill,  the  promotion  of  usefiil  knowledge  would  be 

and  in  many  places  feel  as  if  you  were  wafiung  erected  in  every  village  and  hamlet,  and  v  every 

itt  a  quagmire.    In  some  villages,  otherwise  quarter  of  a  dty  where  they  were  found  expa* 

waB  planned,  the  streets  present  a  grotesque  dient ;  asylums  would  be  buUt  lor  the  reoeptioB 

appearance  of  lADdly  hilloda  and  mounds,  and  of  the  fiiendless  poor,  whether  young  or  oUi 
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luiactoriM  Mtablishad  for  mpplying  employ-  grefttor  number  of  pagan  nationf,  the  meat  a^ 
DMAt  to  every  olaas  of  labourers  and  artizana,  surd  and  groyelling  notiont  are  entertained  n- 
and  lecture-rooma  prepared,  fumuhed  with  re-  apecting  the  Supreme  Intelligence,  and  the 
quisite  apparatus,  to  which  ihey  mi^t  resort  for  nature  of  that  wonhip  which  his  perfections  de- 
improvement  in  science.  R<wds  would  be  cut  mand.  They  have  formed  the  most  foolish  and 
In  all  convenient  directions,  diversified  with  rural  degrading  representations  of  this  august  Being, 
decorations,  hedge-rows,  and  shady  bowers,—  and  have  "  changed  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible 
Ibot-paths,  broad  and  smooth,  would  accompany  God  into  an  image  made  like  to  corruptible 
them  in  all  their  windings,^  and  gas-lamps,  manj  and  to  four-footed  beasts  and  creeping 
erected  at  every  half-mile's  distance,  would  va-  things."  Temples  have  been  erected  and  fitted 
negate  the  raral  some  and  cheer  the  shades  of  with  idols  the  most  ludeoos  and  obscene ;  bulls 
nighl.  Narrow  lanes  in  cities  would  be  either  and  crocodilM,  dogs  and  serpents,  goats  and 
widened  or  their  houses  demolished ;  streets  on  lions  have  been  cidiibited  to  adumbrate  the 
broad  and  spacious  plans  would  be  built,  the  character  of  die  Ruler  of  the  oniverse.  The 
■moke  of  steam-engines  consumed,  nuisances  most  cruel  and  unhallowed  rites  have  been  per- 
removod,  and  cleanliness  and  comfort  attended  formed  to  procure  his  favour,  and  human  vii> 
to  in  every  arrangement.  Cheerfulness  and  tims  sacrificed  to  appease  his  indignation.  All 
activity  would  everywhere  prevail,  and  the  idler,  such  grovelling  conceptions  and  vUe  abomina- 
the  vagrant,  and  the  beggar  would  disappear  tions  have  their  origin  in  the  darkness  which 
firom  society.  All  these  operations  and  improve-  overspreads  the  human  understanding,  and  the 
meats,  and  hundreds  more,  could  easily  be  ae-  depraved  passions  which  ignorance  has  a  ten- 
eomplished,  were  the  minds  of  the  groat  body  of  dency  to  produce.  Even  in  those  countries 
the  community  Uurou^hfy  enHghtmedand  mora-  'where  Revelation  sheds  its  influence,  and  the 
fissd,  and  every  individual,  whether  rich  or  poor,  knowledge  of  the  true  GK>d  is  promulgated,  how 
who  contributed  to  bring  Uiem  into  effect,  would  mean  and  contracted  are  the  conceptions  which 
participate  in  the  genenil  enjoyment.  And  what  the  great  bulk  of  the  population  entertain  of  the 
an  interesting  picture  would  be  presented  to  attributes  of  that  incomprehensible  Being  whose 
every  benevolent  mind,  to  behold  the  great  body  presence  pervades  the  immenwty  of  space,  who 
of  mankind  raised  from  a  state  of  moral  and  *'  metes  out  the  heavens  with  a  span,"  and  so- 
physical  degradation  to  the  digni^  of  their  ra-  perintends  the  affairs  of  ten  thousand  worMs 
tional  natures,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  The  views  which  many  have  acquired  of  the 
bounties  of  their  Creator !— 4o  behold  the  country  perfectiona  of  the  Deity,  do  not  rise  much  higher 
diversified  with  the  neat  and  cleanly  dwellings  than  those  which  we  ought  to  entertain  of  the 
of  the  industrious  labourer,— the  rural  scene,  powers  of  an  archangel,  or  of  one  of  the  ser»> 
during  the  day,  adorned  with  seminaries,  manu-  phim ;  and  some  have  been  known,  even  in  our 
factories,  asylums,  stately  edifices,  gardens,  own  country,  whose  conceptions  have  beto  so 
fruitful  fields  and  romantic  bowers,  and,  during  abject  and  grovelling,  as  to  represent  to  then»- 
night,  bespangled  in  all  directions  widi  varie-  selves  "  the  King  eternal,  immortal,  and  invisi- 
gated  lamps,  forming  a  counterpart,  as  it  were,  ble,"  under  the  idea  of  a  **  venerable  old  man.* 
to  the  lights  which  adorn  the  canopy  of  heaven !  Even  the  more  intelligent  class  of  the  commu- 
Soch  are  only  a  few  specimens  of  the  improve-  nity  fall  far  short  of  the  ideas  they  ought  to  form 
meats  which  art,  directed  by  sdence  and  mora-  of  the  God  of  heaven,  owing  to  the  limited 
Uty,  could  easily  accomplish.  views  they  have  been  accustomed  to  take  of  the 

displays  of  his  wisdom  and  benevolence,  an^ 

— ■-•  the  boundless  range  of  his  operations. 

We  can  acquire  a  knowledge,  of  the  Deity 

SECTION  VI.  only  by  the  visible  effects  he  has  produced,  or 

the  eaiemal  manifuta^onM  he  has  given  of  hl^ 

«v  Tm  nrrLUBircB  or  KsroWLEOax  m  pro-  self  to  his  creatures ;  for  the  Divine  Essence 

MOTiNO  EITLAROSD  coNCBPTiovs  OP  THS  must  remain  for  ever  inscrutable  to  finite  minds. 

CBARACTSR    AMD  PSRFROTXOffs  OF  THE  Theso  manifestations  are  made  in  the  Rovela- 

DSITT.  tions  contained  in  the  Bible,  and  in  the  scene  of 

the  material  universe  annmd  us.    The  moral 

All  the  works  of  God  speak  of  their  Author,  perfections  of  God,  snch  as  his  justice,  mercy, 

in  silent  but  emphatic  language,  and  declare  the  and  fhithfubess,  are  more  particularly  deUne- 

glory  of  his  perfections  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  ated  in  his  word ;  for,  of  these  the  syftem  of 

die  earth.    But,  although  **  there  is  no  speech  nature  can  aSbrd  us  only  some  slight  hints  and 

nor  language**  where  the  voice  of  Deity  is  not  obscure  intimations.     His  naturaJ   attributea, 

heard,  how  gross  are  the  conceptions  generally  such  as  his  immensity,  omnipotence,  wisdom, 

entertaffoed  of  the  character  of  Him  "  in  whom  and  goodness,  are  chiefly  displayed  in  the  works 

we  live  and  move,"  and  by  whose  superintending  of  creation ;  and  to  this  source  nf  information 

provideoee  all  events  are  directed !    Among  the  the  inspired  writers  uniformly  direc  our  attcn- 
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tiim,  in  older  th»t  we  nay  acquire  the  meet  declare,  that  at  *'the  norln  of  Jehordi  are 

mmp^  and  impreMive  Tiews  of  die  grandeur  of  great,**  they  must  be  **  MH^Atoitf,*'  or  thoroii|h2)r 

the  DiTinity,  and  the  magnificence  of  his  ope»  investigated,  ''by  ell  those  who  have  pleasure 

ratnos,    "  Lift  up  yotir  eyes  on  high  and  behold !  therein ;"  and  a  threatening  is  denomced  against 

whohath created  those  orbs?  who bringethfertfa  eveiy  one  who  "disregards  the  works  of  thv 

iheir  hoot  by  number?    The  OToriasting  Grod  Lord,"  and  "neglects  to  eoAJider  the  operatkos 

the  Lord,  by  the  greatness  of  his  might,  for  that  of  his  hand." 

he  is  strong  in  power.  Hemeasureth  the  ocean  Bocb  declarations  evidendy  imply,  that  we 
in  the  hollow  of  his  haad,  he  oompr^ends  the  ought  to  snake  the  visible  works  of  God  the  sub- 
dust  of  the  earth  in  a  measure,  he  weigheth  the  ject  of  our  serious  study  and  investigation,  and 
mountains  in  scales,  and  hath  stretched  out  the  exercise  the  rational  powers  he  has  given  us  for 
heavens  by  his  understanding.  All  nations  be-  this  purpose ;  otherwise  we  cannot  expect  to 
fore  ham  are  as  the  <fa^op  of  a  bucket,  and  are  derive  firom  them  a  true  and  fidthliil  exhibition  of 
counted  to  him  less  than  nothing,  and  vanity,  his  character  and  purposes.  For,  as  the  cha- 
ThisA,  O  Lord,  is  the  greatness,  Mid  the  gioiy,  racter  of  God  is  impressed  upon  his  works,  that 
and  the  majesty,  ibr  aO  that  is  in  heavon  and  character  cannot  be  distincdy  traced  unless  tho6« 
earth  is  thine.'*  The  pointed  mterrogatories  works  be  viewed  in  ffaeir  true  hght  and  actual 
proposed  to  Job,*  and  tfie  numerous  «diorti^  relations— not  as  diey  may  appear  to  a  rude  and 
tions  in  reference  to  this  subject,  coattined  in  inattendve  spectator,  but  as  they  are  aduall/ 
the  book  of  Psalms  and  odier  parts  of  Scripture,  found  to  exist,  when  tiioroughly  examined  by  the 
{dainly  evince,  that  the  diaracter  of  God  is  to  light  of  science  and  of  revelation.  For  example, 
be  contemplated  through  the  medium  of  his  visi-  a  person  unaccustomed  to  investigate  the  system 
ble  woiks.  In  ovder  to  acquire  a  just  and  com-  of  nature  imagines  that  the  earth  is  ajixed  mass 
prehensive  conception  of  the  perfections  of  of  land  and  water  in  the  midst  of  creation,  and 
Dei^,  we  must  contemplate  his  character  as  one  of  the  largest  bodies  in  nature,  and,  conse- 
displayed  both  in  the  system  of  Revelatkui  and  quently,  that  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  and  the 
in  tike  system  of  nature,  otikorwise  we  can  ao»  whole  material  universe  revolve  around  it  every 
quire  only  a  partial  and  distorted  view  of  the  twenty-(bor  hours.  Such  a  conception  of  the 
attributes  of  Jehovah.  The  Scr^tures  alone,  matenal  system  might,  hkdeed,  c<mvey  to  the 
without  the  medium  <^  his  works,  cannot  con-  mind  an  astonishing  idea  of  the  potoer  of  the 
rey  to  us  the  most  sublime  conceptions  of  the  Deity  in  causing  such  an  immense  number  of 
magnificence  ofhis  empire,  and  his  eternal  power  orbs  to  revolve  around  our  wwld  with  so  prodi- 
and  Grodhead;  and  die  wotks  of  nature,  witiiout  gious  a  vekxity  as  behoved  to  take  place,  were 
the  revelations  ofhis  word,  leave  us  in  profound  die  earth  in  reality  a  quiescent  body  in  the 
darlmees  with  regard  to  the  meat  interesting  centre  of  the  universe.  But  it  would  give  us  a 
parts  of  his  chai«cter*-the  plan  of  his  mwal  most  strange  and  distorted  idea  of  his  tnlirff^etiee. 
government,  and  the  ultimate  destination  of  man.  While  it  tended  to  magnify  his  MMtpoteacc,  it 
Would  we,  then,  acquire  the  moot  sublime  would,  in  effect,  deprive  him  of  the  attribute  of 
and  comprehensive  views  of  that  invisible  Bo-  wkdom.  For,  m  the  first  place,  such  a  concep- 
tng,  who  created  the  universe,  and  by  whom  aH  tion  would  represent  the  Almighty  as  having  d»* 
tlmigs  are  upheld,  we  must,  in  the  first  place,  vised  a  system  of  means  altogether  superfluous 
apply  omrselves,  with  profoimd  humili^  and  and  preposterous,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  end 
revereace,  to  the  study  of  die  Saired  oraolet;  intended ;  for  it  is  the  characteristic  of  wisdom 
and,  in  the  next  place,  direct  our  attention  to  the  to  proportionate  the  means  to  the  nature  of  the 
material  works  of  God  as  Uhutraiivt  of  lus  design  wh|ch  is  to  be  accomplished.  The  de- 
Scriptural  character,  and  of  the  declarations  of  sign,  in  the  case  under  consideratioB,  is  to  pro- 
his  word.  And,  since  the  aacred  writers  direct  duce  the  alternate  succession  of  day  and  night, 
our  views  to  the  operations  of  the  Almighty  This  can  be  efi*ected  by  giving  the  earth  itself  a 
m  the  visible  universe,  ta  tehal  nuamer  are  we  rotation  round  its  axis,  a*  is  the  case  in  other 
to  contemplate  these  operations  ?  Are  we  to  gk>bes  of  much  larger  dimensions.  But  accord- 
view  them  in  a  careless,  cursory  manner,  or  mg  to  the  concepti(»  to  which  we  are  now  ad- 
with  fixed  attention  ?  Are  we  to  gaze  on  them  verting,  Vm  vohoU  maUrial  enaHon  is  considered 
with  the  vacant  stare  of  a  savage,  or  with  the  as  dauy  revolving  around  this  comparatively 
*ienetrating  eye  of  a  Christian  philosopher?  little  globe  of  earth,  an  idea  altogether  extrava- 
Are  we  to  view  them  through  the  mists  of  igno-  gant  and  absurd,  and  inconsistent  with  every 
ranee  and  vulgar  prejudice,  or  through  the  li^^t  notion  we  ought  to  entertain  of  infinite  wisdom, 
which  science  has  diffused  over  the  wonders  of  In  the  next  place,  were  the  earth  considered  as 
sreation?  There  can  be  no  difficulty  to  any  at  rest,  the  motions  of  the  planets  would  present 
•eflecting  mind  in  determining  which  of  these  a  series  of  loq>ed  curves  widiout  ary  marks  of 
owdei  ought  to  be  adopted.    The  Scriptures  design,  a  scene  of  inextricable  ouiiiisioB,  and 

the  whole  of  the  solar  system  would  appear  de- 

*  Jtfbi  eh.  xxxvliL  fte.  ^^  ^  oi^w  *^  harmonv,  and,  oonseouendyi 
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wUhoaC  the  sMrin  of  wisdom  and  tateDig«noe«  ledge,  when  prc^eriy  &mAitd,  most  have  a  ten- 

80  thai  when  the  arrangements  of  nature  are  dnicy  to  direct  oar  conceptions  and  to  amplity 

eontemplated  through  the  mists  of  ignorance,  our  views  of  his  adorable  attributes,  and  of  Ms 

thej  tend  to  obscure  the  glory  of  the  DiTinity,  providMitial  arrangements, 
and  to  convey  a  diatorUd  ulea  of  his  character.        Here  it  will  naturally  be  inquired, — ^What  are 

Whereas,  in^en  the  system  of  the  universe  is  some  of  those  views  of  the  divine   character 

contemplated  in  its  true  light,  all  appears  ar-  which  scientific  investigation  has  a  tendency  to 

ranged  with  the  most  admirabte  harmooy,  sim^  unfold  ?    Our  limits  will  not  permit  a  full  and  ei« 

pHcity,  and  order,  and  every  mean  proportionate  plicat  answer  to  this  inquiry,  the  illustration  of 

to  the  end  it  is  intended  to  accomplish.    Again,  which  would  require  a  volume  of  no  inconskier- 

in  so  fiu-  as  we  consider  the  earth  as  the  prin-  able  size,  and  therefore,  we  shall  attempt  no* 

eipal  body,  or  among  the  largest  bodies  of  the  thing  more  than  the  statement  of  a  few  genesal 

universe,  in  so  for  do  we  narrow  ow  conceptions  hints. 

of  the  eztem  and  magnificence  of  creation,  and,        1.  The  phenomena  of  the  material  world,  as 

oonsequently,  linut  our  views  of  the  plans  and  investigated  by  science,  evince  the  unibf  of  the 

perfectioas  of  the  Creator.    For  our  concepti<»s  Divine  Being.    There  is  such  a  harmonif  that 

ef  bis  attributes  must,  in  some  measure,  corre-  prevails  throu^  the  whole  visible  umverse,  as 

spend  to  the  views  we  have  acquired  of  the  ank*  {Mainly  shows  it  to  be  under  the  government  of 

ptitude  and  grandeur  of  tus  empire.  om  Intelligence.    Amidst  the  immense  cooi|^- 

Now,  what  is  it  that  enables  us  to  investigate  cation  that  surrounds  us,  we  perceive  omettiat 

the  woriu  (/God,  and  to  contemplate  the  system  laws  uniformly  operating  in  accordance  with 

of  nature  m  itt  tru4  light  ?    It  is  Sdmee  com-  which  all  things  proceed  in  their  regular  courses, 

bined  with  observation  and  experiment.    And  The  same  causes  uniformly  produce  the  same 

vHial  is  science  considered  in  a  theological  point  effects  in  every  region  of  the  world,  and  m  every 

of  view?    It  is  nothing  else  than  a  rational  in-  period  of  time.    "Vegetables  spring  fimn  the 

quiry  into  the  arrangements  and  operations  of  same  seed,  germinate  by  the  same  means,  as- 

the  ALmighty,  in  order  to  trace  the  perfections  sume  the  same  form,  sustain  the  same  qualities, 

therein  displayed.    And  ^at  are  the  truths  exist  through  the  same  duration,  and  come  to  the 

which  science  has  discovered  ?    They  may  be  same  end.*^    Animals,  too,  of  the  same  species, 

regarded  as  so  many  rays  of  celestial  light  de-  are  brought  into  existence  in  the  same  manner, 

■cending  from  the  Great  Source  of  IntelUgence  exhibit  the  same  life  and  vital  functions,  display 

to  illuminate  the  human  mind  in  the  knowledge  the  same  active  powers  and  instinct,  and  hasten 

of  the  divine  character  and  gtyvemment,  and  to  to  the  same  dissolution.    Man  has  one  origin* 

stimulate  it  to  still  more  vigorous  exertions  in  one  general  form,  the  same  corporeal  structure, 

similar  investigations,  just  as  the  truths  of  reve-  di^  same  vital  fimctions,  the  same  system  of  in- 

lation  are  so  many  emanations  from  the  '*  Father  tellectual  faculties,  and  comes  to  the  same  term^ 

of  Ughts,**  to  enlighten  the  darkness  and  to  nation.   All  the  elements  around  him,  and  every 

coanteract  the  diso^ers  of  the  mond  world ;  and  arrangement  in  4his  sublunary  sphere,  are  madoi 

both  these  Ughts  must  be  resorted  to  to  direct  in  one  reguUur  manner,  subservient  to  his  sensi- 

our  inquiries,  if  we  wish  to  attain  the  clearest  tive  enjoyment,  and  are  evidently  fitted,  by  one 

and  most  comprehensive  views  of  the  attributes  design,  and  directed  by  one  agency,  to  promote 

ofthe  Divine  Mind.    ReveUition  declares,  in  so  his  happiness.     The  connexion  and  harmony 

many  distinct  propositions,  the  character  of  God,  which  subsist  between  the  animal  and  vegetable 

sud  the  plans  of  his  moral  government.   Science  kingdoms,  plainly  evince  that  one  and  the  same 

explains  and  illustrates  many  of  those  subjects  to  Being  is  die  former  of  both,  and  that  in  his  eon- 

which  revelation  refers.     It  removes  the  veil  trivances  with  respect  to  the  one,  he  had  in  view 

fiom  the  works  of  the  Creator ;  it  dispels  the  the  necessities  of  the  other.   We  know,  that  difr 

mists  which  ignorance  and  superstition  have  ferent  sorts  of  plants,  herbs,  and  flowers,  ue  ap* 

thrown  around  them ;  it  conducts  us  into  the  pointed  for  food  to  the  several  tribes  of  animals, 

secret  eh  imbers  of  nature,  and  discloses  to  us  That  which  is  hurtfiil  to  one  species  is  salutary 

nany  of  those  hidden  springs  which  produce  the  to  another.     One  creature  dimbs  the  highest 

diversified  phenomena  of  the  material  world ;  rocks  for  herbs,  another  digs  in  the  earth  for 

It  throws  a  light  on  those  delicate  and  mmute  roots,  and  we  scarcely  know  a  plant  or  leaf  but 

objects  which  lie  concealed  from  the  vulgar  eye,  what  affords  noiuishment,  and  a  place  of  nativity 

and  brings  within  the  range  of  our  oontemplfr-  to  some  species  or  other  of  the  insect  tribes, 

tion  the  distant  glories  of  the  sky ;  it  unveils  the  This  is  the  foundation  of  innumerable  relations 

laws  by  which  the  Almighty  directs  the  move-  and  connexions  between  these  two  departments 

ments  of  his  vast  empire,  and  exhibits  his  ope-  of  creation,  which  show  the  worii  to  be  ens,  and 

rations  in  a  thousand  aspects  of  which  the  un-  the  result  of  the  same  JPowcr  and  IntdUftMB. 

enliKhtened  mind  can  form  no  conception.    IT,  In  like  manner,  day  and  night  nnifohnty  return 

then,  science  throws  a  light  on  the  works  and  the  with  the  utmost  regularity,  and  by  the  operatkn 

ways  of  God,  the  aoqmattion  of  scientific  kno^  of  the  same  cause,  and  with  the  save  regularity 
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tnd  hirmony  the  BeaMOs  revblye  and  npptnr  in  of  water  in  the  act  of  freezing,  and  the  oat  .  w 

oonatant  micceasion.     The  composition  of  the  andpropertiesofheatandflame,— in  the  po    ^ 

atmosphere  is  the  same  under  everj  latitude,  and  of  tteam,  the  properties  of  the  gasesi  the  qb  Mtm. 

light  and  heat  are  difibaed  by  the  same  law  in  tiea  of  the  magnet,  and  the  agencies  of  the  |^aJ^ 

every  region  of  the  earth.    Onf  law  causes  a  vanic  and  electric  fluids, — in  the  structure  of 

stone  to  fall  to  the  ground,  and  by  the  operation  vegtUMet^  the  adaptation  of  their  seeds,  roots, 

nf  the  same  law,  the  moon  is  retained  in  her  fibres,  vessels,  and  leaves  to  the  purpose  of  vege- 

orbit  around  the  earth,  the  planets  directed  in  tative  life,— the  curious  processes  which  are 

their  revolutions  round  the' sun,  and  the  whole  continually  going  on  in  their  internal  parts,  their 

universe  compacted  into  one  harmooious  system,  delicate  contexture  and  diversified  hues,  and 

In  short,  all  the  arrangements  and  operations  of  the  important  purposes  they  serve  in  the  system 

nature,  so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  present  of  nature,-*in  the  structure  of  the  various  oni- 

to  our  view  a  single  design,  regularly  executed  mated  btin^  which  traverse  the  air,  the  waters, 

by  a  single  agency.     The  fair  inference,  there-  and  the  earth, — ^the  provision  made  for  the  con- 

fixre,  is,  that  every  part  of  the  world  in  which  we  tinuance  of  the  species,  their  architective  facul- 

dweil,  and  every  department  of  the  solar  system,  ties,  their  wcNiderful  instincts,  and  the  tti^MJCs 

are  under  the   government  of  one  JnteUigence,  divernhf  of  organizaiion  which  appears  among 

which  directs  every  movement  throughout  the  them,  ndied  to  their  variauM  tMmtt  and  modm  oj 

universal  system.    And  the  more  extensively  entUnoe, — in  the  admirable  organization  of  thie 

our  views  of  the  universe  are  enlarged,  the  human  frame^  the  numerous  bones,  musdes, 

marks  d  unity  in  operation  aiMi  design  become  ligaments,  membranes,  arteries,  and  veins  which 

more  strikingly  apparent.    Now,  if  two  or  more  emer  into  its  construction,  the  apt  diqxwition  ol 

intelligences  lukd  the  government  of  the  universe  all  its  parts,  the  means  contrived  for  the  recep- 

in  their  hands,  and  if  they  had  equal  power  and  tion  and  distribution  of  nutriment,  the  eflect 

contrary  designs,  their  purposes  would  clash,  which  this  nutriment  produces  in  bringing  the 

and  they  could  never  become  the  parents  of  that  body  to  its  full  growth  and  expansion, — its  selA 

harmony  which  we  clearly  perceive  throughout  restoring  power  when  diseased  or  wounded,  the 

the  system  of  nature.    Thus  the  operations  of  provision  made  against  evil  accidents  and  incoD- 

tho  visible  world  confirm  and  illustrate  the  decia-  venienoea,  Uie  variety  of  muscular  movements 

ration  of  the  inspired  oracles,  that  *^  there  it  none  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  the  process  of  respira* 

Uher  God  hU  one."  tion,  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  the  separation 

2.  A  sdentifiG  investigation  of  the  material  of  the  chyle,  the  exquisite  structure  of  the  dil^ 

world  opens  to  ns  innumerable  evidences  of  ferent  senses,  and  the  nice  adaptation  of  every 

Divine  Wiedom.  organ  and  movement  to  the  ends  it  was  intended 

Wherever  we  turn  oar  eyes  in  the  visible  to  subserve.    The  same  wisdom  is  perceptible 
world  around  us,  and  survey  with  attention  the  in  the  position  which  the  sun  holds  in  the  solar 
various  processes  of  nature,  we  perceive  at  every  system,  in  order  to  a  due  distribution  of  light  and 
step  the  most  striking  marks  of  intelligence  and  heat  to  surrounding  worlds ;  in  the  distance  at 
design.    We  perceive  the  wisdom  of  the  great  which  the  earth  is  placed  from  this  luminary,— 
Author  of  nature,  in  the  admirable  constitution  in  the  order  and  harmony  of  all  the  celestial  nxK 
of  the  atmosphere,  and  the  wonderful  properties  tions,  and  in  the  wonderful  and  beautiful  scenery, 
of  the  constituent  principles  of  which  it  is  com-  bvisible  to  the  unassisted  eye,  which  the  micro* 
posed, — ^in  the  motions  of  Ught^  the  inconceiva-  scope  displays,  both  in  the  animal  and  vegetable 
ble  smallness  of  its  particles,  its  adaptation  to  world.    In  ^ort,  there  is  not  an  object  within 
the.  eye,  and  the  admirable  manner  in  which  us  or  around  us,  in  (he  mountains  or  the  plains, 
vbi<Ni  is  performed, — ^m  the  nature  of  sound,  the  in  the  air,  the  ocean,  or  the  sky,— among  the 
laws  by  which  it  is  propagated,  and  the  various  animal  or  the  vegetable  tribes,  when  st^ily 
nK>dificati(ms  of  which  it  is  susceptible,— in  the  contemplated  in  all  its  aspects  and  relations,  but 
process  of  evaporation^  and  the  rains,  dews,  and  disf^ys  to  the  eye  of  reason  and  devotion  the 
fertility  which  are  the  results  of  this  admirable  consummate  mtelligence  and  skill  of  its  almighty 
part  of  the  economy  of  nature,— p-in  the  utility  of  Author,  and  calls  upon  every  intelligent  agent, 
the  mountains  and  valleys' with  which  the  earth  in  silent  but  emphatic  language,  to  praise  him 
is  diversified,  and  the  beautifid  colouring  which  "  who  made  the  earth,  the  sea,  the  founta^is  c^ 
is  spread  over  die  &ce  of  nature,— in  the  mom-  water,  and  all  that  live  in  them,  for  whose  piec- 
ing and  evening  tunHght,  and  the  gradual  ap-  sure  they  are  and  were  created.'* 
preaches  of  tight  and  darkness,— in  the  vast  Let  us  just  select  one  example  out  of  the 
expanse  of  tlw  oocon  and  its  numerous  produc-  many  thousands  which  might  be  brought  for- 
tions,— in  the  grand,  and  picturesque,  and  beau-  ward  on  this  subject.     This  example  shall  be 
tifbl  landscapes  with  which  our  globe  is  adorned,  taken  from  an  invieiUe  department  of  nature. 
^in  the  composition  and  speicific  gravity  of  In  consequence  of  modem  scientific  discovery. 
•Botsr,  and  in  the  peculiar  siracture  and  density  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  atmogsphere,  ot 
eifHf  solid  parts  of  the  earth,— in  the  expansion  the  air  vre  breathe,  is  compounded  of  two  tnvi> 
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nble  8ub9t«nces,  termed  oaeygm  gaf  and  mf^v-  bedcmeed  cmd  proporUmed.    AU  nattiK  might 
f  M  gat.    Oxjgen,  as  formerly  stated,  is  the  soon  be  thrown  into  confusion,  aiid  all  the  tribn^ 
principle  of  Titality  and  combustion,  nitrogen  is  of  the  Uving  world  either  be  reduced  to  misery 
destructive  both  to  flame  and  animal  life.  Were  or  swept  into  the  tomb.    A  material  difference 
we  to  breathe  oxygen  by  itself,  it  would  .cause  in  the  proportion  of  the  two  airs  which  compoae 
our  bloorl  to  circulate  with  greater  rapidity,  but  the  atmosphere,  might  be  productive  of  the  most 
it  would  soon  waste  and  destroy  the  human  dreadful  and  destructive  effects.    One  of  the 
frame  by  the  rapid  accumulation  of  heat.  Were  most  corrosive  acids,  aquafinliif  is  composed  of 
tlie  nitrogen  to  be  extracted  from  the  atmo-  75  parts  oxygen  and  25  peuis  nitrogen.    Were 
sphere,  and  the  oxygen  left  to  exert  its  native  this  the  proportion  of  these  fluids  in  the  atmo- 
energies,  it  would  melt  the  hardest  substances  sphere,  eyery  breath  we  drew  would  produce  the 
and  set  the  earth  on  flames.  If  the  oxygen  were  most  excruciating  pain,  and,  ailer  two  or  three 
extracted  and  the  nitrogen  otAy  remained,  evwj  inspirations,  the  vital  powers  would  be  over- 
species  of  fire  and  flame  would  be  extinguished,  come,  and  life  extinguished.    Here  then  we  per- 
and  all  the  tribes  of  animated  nature  instantly  ceive  an  admirabU  a^ustnunt  of  means  to  endt, 
destroyed.    The  proportion  of  these  two  gases  and  an  evidence  of  that  comprehensive  know- 
to  each  other  is  nearly  as  one  to/our.^    Were  ledge  which  penetrates  into  the  energies  of  all 
tliis  proportion  materially  altered,  a  fluid  might  substances,  and  foresees  all  the  consequences 
be  produced  which  would  cause  a  burning  pain  •  which  can  follow  from  the  principles  and  laws 
and  instantaneous   suffocation.    The    tpodfie  of  nature,  in  every  combination  and  in  every 
gramty  of  these  two  substances  is  nearly  as  87  mode  of  their  operation.    This  is  only  one  in- 
to S3,  that  is,  the  nitrogen  is  a  small  degree  stanceoutof  a  thousand  which  the  researches  of 
lighter  than  the  oxygen.     Were  this  proportion  science  afford  us  of  the  admirable  economy  of 
reversed,  or,  in  oUier  words,  were  the  oxygen  the  wisdom  of  God.    From  ignorance  of  such 
of  the  atmosphere  a  small  degree  lighter  than  facts,  the  bulk  of  mankind  are  incapable  of  ap- 
the  nitrogen,  so  that  the  nitrogen  might  become  preciating  the  blessings  they  ei^oy,  under  the 
a  little  heavier  than  common  air, — as  this  gas  is  arrangements  of  infinite  wisdom,  and  unqualified 
thrown  off  continually  by  the  breathing  of  men  for  r^ering  a  grateful  homage  to  Him  "  in 
and  other  animals,  it  woidd  perpetually  occupy  whom  they  live  and  move,  and  have  their  being.'* 
Che  k>wer  regions  of  the  atmosphere,  and  be  %,  The  contemplation  of  nature  through  the 
productive  of  universal  pestilence  and  death,  medium  ofscienco,  affords  innumerable  displays 
Again,  oxygen  gas  is  separated  from  the  nitro-  of  the  heneoUenot  of  the  Deity.     Benevolence, 
gen  in  the  lungs ;  it  is  absorbed  by  the  blood,  or  goodness,  is  that  perfection  of  God  which 
•nd  gives  it  its  rod  colour,  and  is  the  source  of  leads  him,  in  all  his  arrangements,  to  communis 
animal  heat  throughout  the  whole  system.    It  cate  happiness  to  every  order  (/  his  creatures. 
(brms  the  basis  of  idl  the  acids ;  it  pervades  the  This  attribute,  though  frequently  overlooked  is 
substance  of  the  vegetable  tribes,  and  enables  so  extensively  dUfplayed  throughout  the  scene 
Ihem  to  perform  their  functions,  and  it  forms  a  of  creation,  that  we  fbel  at  a  loss  to  determine 
constituent  part  of  the  water  which  fills  our  from  what  quarter  we  should  select  instances 
rivers,  seas,  and  oceans.  And  as  the  atmosphere  for  its  illustration.  Wherever  we  find  evidences 
is  daily  hable  to  be  deprived  of  this  fluid  by  of  wisdom  and  design,  we  also  find  instances  of 
combustion,  respiration,  and  other  processes,  the  benev<^ence ;  for  all  the  admirable  contrivances 
leaves  of  trees  and  other  vegetables  give  out  a  we  perceive  in  the  system  of  nature,  have  it  as 
large  portion  ofitduringthedayi  which,  uniting  their  ultimate  end  to  convey  pleasure,  in  one 
with  the  nitrogen  gas  thrown  off  by  the  breathing  shape  or  another,  to  sensitive  beings.     If  there 
of  animals,  keeps  up  the  equilibrium,  and  pre-  are  more  than  240  bones  m  the  human  body 
««UTes  the  salubiri^  of  the  air  in  which  we  move  variously  articulated,  and  more  than  440  mu»> 
and  breathe.  des  of  different  forms  and  contextures,  such  a 
These  facts  demonitrate  the  infinite  know*  structure  is  intended  to  produce  a  thousand  mo- 
ledge  and  the  consoiliimte  wodam  ciihB  Coo*  difications  of  motion  in  the  several  members  of 
triver  of  the  muverse, — ^in  the  exquisitely  nice  which  it  is  composed,  and  to  frunlitate  every 
idjustment  of  every  minute  circumstance,  so  as  operation  we  have  occasion  to  perform.    If  the 
to  preserve  the  balance  of  nature  and  secure  the  ear  is  formed  with  an  external  porch,  a  hammer, 
happiness  of  his  sensitive  and  intelligent  off-  an  anvil,  a  tympanum,  a  stirrup,  and  a  labyrinth, 
spring.  What  an  all-comprehensive  intelligence  this  apparatuses  intended  to  convey  pleasure  lo 
does  it  indicate  in  the  Divine  Mind,  to  cause  the  soul  by  communicating  to  it  aU  the  modifi- 
ore  single  principle  in  different  combmatioai  cations  of  sound.  If  the  (|ye  is  composed  of  three 
te  produce  so  immense  a  variety  of  important  coats,  some  of  them  opaque  and  some  transpa- 
effecu!    What  dreadful  havoc  would  be  pro-  rent,  with  three  humours  of  different  forms  and 
duoed  thruughoot  the  whole  of  our  sublunanr  refractive  powers,  and  a  numerous  assemblage 
system,  if  a  substance  like  oxygen  gas,  which  ofminute  veins,  arteries,  musolM,  nerves,  giaMH* 
pervades  every  part  of  nature,  tocre  nef  laed^  and  lymphatics,  it  is  in  order  that  the  images  <tf 
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ot^HU  in>7  Iw  ■ccukIbI^  iepctti  on  Iba  re-  Tb«re  li  t.  nrfking  dupUj  of 
liiw,  Ihit  lb*  ball  of  ths  eje  maj  be  euilj  At  gratHUsiliBii  afbniid  to  our  difftnrit 
tuned  in  every  direelica,  tod  (lux  *■  naj  enjoy  A)  ihs  eje  ii  couiiucied  of  Ibe  nm 
«U  the  enlertuiuDealB  of  Tuiu.*  If  an  unx^  nbituKeH,  eatl  ie  one  of  tha  molt 
sphere  b  ihnrwn  ajound  the  eaitb,  ii  ia  ^  du  pjeces  of  uHcfaanUm  cvabectcd  with 
purpoae  aTatlemperiiif  thanjB<3f  die  rm^  git-  sollie  Crtalor  has  airao^ed  Ihe  woHd  in  sucti  a 
inga  kicid  btifbUMM  (o  aTBry  part  tf  the  baa-  mamwr  ai  la  afford  ii  ilie  moM  varied  and  de- 
tens,  pfoducini  tha  mornolg  ajw  eremog  tw>  lighlfiil  griktiBcalioD.  By  meaoa  of  the  eoUr 
BflU,  proBoting  enpanlioa  and  iIm  reapiraiiim  iQit,  wUch  ii  siacily  adapted  lo  Ihe  •imcture 
of  aBiin^  and  autingthe  Mrth  la  brug  (brth  tf  tbiaorgas,  diouHndi  cf  objecu  dT  divenifiad 
■hunduKa  of  food,  by  meau  of  the  n>in>  ud  beau^  and  eublimily  are  pruented  10  ttat  view, 
ilewi ;  all  ithich  effecla  produce  happineu  in  a  II  opena  before  ua  the  mounlaiiii,  the  val»,  tb* 
IbouHDd  diSoniot  ways  to  every  HDiieDt  being,  irooda,  the  lawM,  the  bnwla  and  riten,  ihe  ra>- 


ltd  flovreiy  fieldi,  adoned  vitb 

Hi  the  gtori 

\  deep  red  colour  sr  a  briHii 


amnial  fuoctioni  in  duo  tone  and  Tigoor,  iviibout 

which  presiure  theelaaticOuidBm  the  Anerve»'     divine  goodneu  haa  clothed 
Mb  wotM  inevitably  bunt  them,  and  the  epaik     Ifea  and  the  earth 
of  U&  be  quidilj  eningmehcd,     Tbouaanda  of 
'  unpLeeof  thiiideKiiptionjiUiiBtraiJveifdivim 
Hvolence,  mighl  be  lelecled  &an  every  part 
oTthe  nwieritl  lyaiem  connected  with  our  woHd,     delicate  •badei  which  produce  a  dnlightfiii  ua 
aOofwhich  would  deracutrau  thai  the  commD-     upon  Ihe  iandacape  of  the  world.     TheeariiciH 
nieatioa  of  enjoyraenl  ig  tha  great  and  d'  all  the     riouily  ccnaUtElKl  for  Ihe  perception  of  KHBda, 

--9I  of  infinite  wiadoou  which  tha  aUuoaphera  ia  fined  to  ceovey ;  ud 

netj  of  pleaiing  aenaatioiis  are  pro* 


.  .        .  -  -D  '  e^ti  ""d  tl  the  same  tima 

benevolence,  mighl  be  lelecled  brta  every  part     toe  of  theie  oiloura  ii  direnified  by  a  tiiouaBiM 


rnwaida.  (e  Ibe  rlfht  nuii£  n  tbto     w  .....—.»»..--<.—. 

._^  ..-^. ?.!.— 7T-  ..  •.        Ill  ibne  OPpeaM  uA  anniMM  nnclaa  pr» 

■  a  Dke  equDibilBa.  wMth  It  eOMed  panir  br 

eqnalUT  of  nTenfUi,  partlr  br  their  pHuUar 

UK  opciis  nenc i  o.  Hi     ""J'".  "*  P""'  ^ "le natural  pealure o^^tng 
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diioed  bgr  the  objoett  of  ezUn»l  aalure  mteQcled  oo  the  oOier  hand,  iti  capacity  of  eipaniloii,  m 

to  aiftct  this  orgmr. !    The  aunnuringa  of  the  ai  to  take  in  a  groator  quantity  of  ravsi  prevenU 

brooks^  the  whispen  of  the  gende  breezOi  the  ui  from  being  in  abeolute  darknees  even  in  tlie 

ham  of  beea,  the  ohirping  of  btrdi,  the  lowing  deepeat  gloom,  withocit  which  we  could  icarcelj 

of  the  herds,  the  mekxl/  of  the  feathered  aon^  take  a  step  with  safety  during  a  cloudy  night. 

4ten,  the  roaringi  of  a  atormy  ocean,  the  dash-  Again,  in  the  conatnaction  of  the  human  body, 

ings  of  a  mighty  cataract,  and,  above  all,  the  and  of  the  varioua  tribes  of  animated  beings, 

numeroos  modulatioas  of  the  human  Voice  and  however  numerous  and  complicated  their  organs, 

the  harrooniea  of  music,  produce  a  varie^  of  there  is  no  instance  can  be  produced  that  any 

delightful  emotioas  wliioh  increase  the  sun  of  one  muscle,  nerve,  joint,  limb,  or  other  part,  is 

human  enjoyment*     To  gratify  the  sense  of  contrived  far  the  purpoit  iff  produemg  ptdn, 

tmtUmg,  the  air  is  peiihmMl  with  a  variety  of  When  pam  is  felt,  it  is  onifonnly  owing  to  some 

delicious  odours,  eidialed  from  innnmerable  phmle  derangement  of  the  corporeal  organs,  but  is  never 

and  flower*.    Tb  gratify  the  fedhtfy  pleasing  the  necessary  result  of  the  original  contrivance, 

•ensations  of  varioos  descriptions  are  connected  On  the  other  hand,  every  part  of  the  oonstruo* 

with  olmoat  every  thing  we  have  ooeasion  to  tkm  of  living  beLogs,  every  organ  and  functkn, 

touch ;  and  to  gradfy  the  sense  of  loHs,  the  earth  tjad  every  contrivance,  however  delicate  and 

ii  covered  wkh  anadmirable  proAiskm  of  plants,  minute,  in  so  far  as  its  use  is  known,  is  feund 

kerbs,  roots,  and  delicious  fhiits  of  tboasaads  of  to  contribute  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  individual 

difTerent  qualitiaa  and  flavours,  calculated  to  eoft-  to  which  it  belongs,  either  by  fecilitating  its 

vey  an  agreeable  relish  to  the  inhabitants  ct  movements,  by  enid>Ung  it  to  ward  ofi*  dangers, 

every  dime.    Now,  it  is  easy  to  conceive,  that  or  in  M>me  way  or  another  to  produce  agreeable 

these  gratifications  were  not  necessaiy  to  our  sensations^ 

esutenM.  The  purposes  of  vision,  as  a  mere  InuhorifthemmgnmmuUUudiopiumanbemgi 
animal  sensation  fer  the  use  of  self-preservation,  toAicn  peopU  the  earthy  and  the  ompU  proomon 
might  have  been  answered,  although  every  trade  vihich  it  made  fur  Hhir  tMoesnCief,  furnish  irre- 
of  beaoty  and  sublimity  had  been  swept  from  the  aiatible  evidence  of  divine  coodnees.  It  has 
univerae,  and  nothing  but  a  vast  assemblage  of  bo«n  ascertained,  that  more  than  sixty  thousand 
dismal  and  haggard  objects  had  appeared  on  the  epedas  of  animals  inhabit  the  air,  the  earth,  and 
feoe  of  nature.  The  purpose  of  hearing  might  the  waters,  besides  many  thousands  which  have 
have  been  ofTeoted  although  every  sound  had  no^  7«t  come  within  the  observation  of  the  natn- 
beeo  grating  and  discordant,  and  the  voice  of  me-  ralist.  On  the  surfece  of  the  earth  there  is  not 
lody  fer  ever  unknown.  We  might  have  had  ^  P&tch  of  ground  ora  portion  of  water,  asin^ 
■moQ  without  firagnmce  or  perfume;  taste  with-  ahrub,  tree,  or  herb,  and  scarcely  a  single  leaf 
out  variety  of  flavour ;  and  feeling,  not  only  in  the  fer^t,  but  what  teems  with  ^Immated  be- 
without  the  least  pleasing  sensation,  but  aocoan-  ings*  How  many  hundreds  of  millions  have 
panied  with  incessant  pain.  But,  in  this  case,  (heir  dwellinga  m  caves,  in  the  clefts  of  rocks,  m 
the  system  of  nature  would  have  aflbrded  no  (he  bark  of  trees,  in  ditches,  in  marshes,  in  the 
direct  prooft,  as  it  now  does,  of  divine  benevo-  forests,  the  mountams  and  the  valleys !  What 
isBce.  innumerable  shoals  of  fishes  inhabit  the  ocean 
Tim  rtmediee  wMek  the  Deity  hoe  prmmded  Bn<l  sport  in  the  seaM  and  rivers!  What  mil- 
•foifut  tke  emU  I.  teUe*  tse  orv  eapieed^  are  ^Mns  on  millions  of  bkds  and  flying  insects,  in 
likewiM  a  proofof  his  benevolence.  Medicines  endless  variety,  wing  their  flight  through  the 
are  provided  for  the  cure  of  the  diseases  to  which  atmosphere  above  and  around  us !  Were  we 
we  are  Hable;  heat  is  furnished  to  deltver  us  to  suppose  that  each  species,  at  an  averaffe, 
fro'n  the  eflttcu  of  odd;  rest  from  the  fatigues  contains  feur  hundred  millions  of  individuals, 
of  labiur ;  sleep  from  the  languors  of  watching ;  there  would  be  24,000,000,000,000,  or  X4  billions 
■rtifidal  light  to  preserve  us  from  the  gtoum  of  of  living  creatures  belonging  to  all  the  known 
ahftdote  darkness,  and  shade  firom  tne  injuries  spedes  which  inhabit  the  different  regions  of 
of  scorching  heat,  (goodness  is  also  displayed  (he  world,  besides  the  mdtitudes  of  unknown 
hi  the  power  fj[ edf-re^tandtM  which  our  bodies  spedes  yet  undiscoveredr-which  is  thirty  tAow- 
poftsess,  in  recoverbgtti  from  sickness  and  die-  •ondHmm  the  number  of  all  the  human  bemgs 
ease,  in  healing  wounds  and  bruises,  and  hi  (hat  people  the  gbbe.'"  Besides  these,  there 
recovering  our  decayed  organs  of  sensation, 

without  which  power  almost  every  human  beimr  *  As  an  Instanee  of  the  Immenee  mmOer  of  ani- 

wAtiM  nrr.nnr  jl  -Liiimn  ^Am£,,^iH,  .nil  •  iwwi.  OMted  bolnffs.  the  foUowinf  fkcu  in  relatkm  to  two 

would presenta  picture  oTdefiirmity^and  abody  g^,,,^  of  bTrds  roar  besSled.    Capcidn  FUadeiB, 

full  of  scars  and  putrefying  sores.    The  pupil  of  in  his  vojase  to  AostnJasIa,  saw  a  eompaet  stream 

the  e^e  is  so  constructed,  thai  U  is  capable  of OQO-  SJe^^wysSijJrtsTrmorobroi^ 

traetmg  and  dtkatmg  by  a  sort  of  instinctive  power.  »  f£i  hour  and  a  half  conanued  to  pKss'without  to- 

By  thb  means  the  organ  of  vision  defends  itself  temiptlon  with  nearly  the  swiftness  oftbe  pigeon. 

admiSBioaofteogre«taquantity  of  light;  while,  sUewtog  alas  euUelneiiss  of  space  to  eaehUfi  the 


n 
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Are  niiiltttudM  of  animated  beings  which  no  roan  eats  862  and  rejects  f  IS ;  and  the  hog,  more 
«an  number,  invisible  to  the  unassisted  eje,  and  nice  in  its  taste  than  any  of  these,  eati  but  7S 
dispersed  through  everj  region  of  the  earth,  air,  planti  and  rejectq  all  the  rest.    Yet  such  is  ihv 
and  seas.    In  a  smaU  stagnant  pool  which  in  unbounded  munificence  of  the  Creator,  that  ali 
summer  i^pears  oorered  with  a  green  scum,  these  countless  myriads  of  sentient  beings  are 
there  are  more  microscopic  animalcules  than  amply  provided  for  and  nourished  by  his  bounty! 
would  outnumber  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  "  The  eyes  of  all  these  look  unto  Him,  and  he 
How  immense  then  must  be  the  collective  num-  openeth  his  hand  and  satisfieth  the  desire  i  if 
her  of  these  creatures  throughout  every  region  every  living  being."    He  has  so  arranged  the 
of  the  earth  and  atmosphere !    It  surpasses  all  world,  that  every  place  affords  the  proper  Ibod 
our  conceptions.    Now,  it  is  a  fact  that,  from  for  all  the  living  creatures  with  which  it  abounds, 
the  elephant  to  the  mite,  from  the  whale  to  the  He  has  furnished  them  with  every  organ  and  ap- 
oyster,  and  from  the  eagle  to  the  gnat,  or  the  paratus  of  instruments  for  the  gathering,  pre> 
microscopic  animalcula,  no  animal  can  subsist  paring,  and  digesting  c^  their  food,  and  has  en- 
without  nourishment.    Every  species,  too,  re-  dowed  them  with  admirable  sagacity  in  finding 
quires  a  different  kind  of  food.    Some  live  on  out  and  providing  their  nourishment,  and  in  en- 
grass,  some  on  shrubs,  some  on  flowers,  and  abling  them  to  distinguish  between  what   is 
some  on  trees.    Some  feed  only  on  the  roots  of  salutary  and  what  is  pernicious.    In  the  exerciso 
vegetables,  some  on  the  stalk,  some  on  the  leaves,  of  these  faculties,  and  in  all  their  movements, 
some  on  the  fruit,  some  on  the  seed,  some  on  they  appear  to  experience  a  happiness  suitable 
the  whole  plant ;  some  prefer  one  species  of  to  ihw  nature.    The  young  of  all  animals  in 
grass,  some  another.    Linnisus  has  remarked,  the  exercise  of  their  newly  acquired  fiiculties,  the 
that  the  cow  eats  276  species  of  plants  and  re-  fishes  sporting  in  the  waters,  the  birds  skimming 
jects  218 ;  the  goat  eats  449  and  rejects  126 ;  beneath  the  sky  and  warbling  m  the  thickets,  tiie 
the  sheep  eats  387  and  rejects  141 ;  (he  horse  gamesome  cattle  browsing  in  the  pastures,  the 

wild  deer  bounding  through  the  forests,  the  in- 


nomber  would  amount  to  I5i  millions  and  a  half. 
The  mlgntovy  pigeon  of  the  United  States  flies  In 
stlU  more  araasine  multitudes.  Wilson,  In  his 
"American  Ornithology,'*  saj^,  "Of  one  of  tiiese 
Immense  flocks,  let  us  attempt  to  calculate  the 
numtMrs,  as  seen  in  passing  between  Fmnlifort  on 
the  Kentucky  and  the  Indian  territory.    If  we  sop 


sects  gliding  through  the  air  and  along  the 
ground,  and  even  the  earth-worms  wriggling  in 
die  dust,— proclaim,  by  the  vivacity  of  their 
movements  and  the  various  tones  and  gesttcul»> 
tions,  that  the  exercise  of  their  powers  is  coi^ 


pose  this  column  to  have  been  one  mile  in  breadth,  «^w.»-J  «r;tk  ^.j^mmm>«  T«  th\m  tw^muii*.. 
and  I  believeit  to  have  been  much  more,  and  thatii  ^^^  wOhei^fasfment.  In  this  bomuUess 
moved  four  hours  at  the  rate  of  one  xtfMe  a  minute,     of  beneficence,  we  behold  a  striking  dlostratiOQ 

of  the  declarations  of  the  inspired  writers,  that 
"the  Lord  is  good  to  all,"— that  "  the  evth  it 
fid]  of  his  riches,"  and  that  "  his  tender  mercies 
are  over  all  his  works." 

Such  are  a  few  evidences  of  the  benevolence 
of  the  Deity  as  displayed  in  the  arrangements  of 
the  material  world.  However  plain  and  obvious 
they  may  appear  to  a  reflecting  mind,  they  are 
almost  entirely  overlodced  by  the  bulk  of 


the  time  it  continued  in  passing  would  make  the 
whole  length  S40  ml  les.  Again,  supposing  that  each 
square  yard  of  this  moving  body  comprehended  three 
pigeons,  the  square  jrams  multiplied  by  8  would 
slve  9.239,979,000,**  that  Is,  two  thousand  two  hun- 
ired  and  thirty  millions  and  two  hundred  and  se* 
renty-two  thousand,  nearly  three  times  the  niunber 
of  all  the  human  inhabitants  of  the  globe,  but  which 
Mr.  Wilson  reckons  to  be  far  below  the  actual 
amount.  Were  we  to  estimate  the  number  of  ani* 
mals  by  the  scale  here  afforded,  it  would  amount  to 
several  hundreds  or  thousands  of  times  more  than 
what  I  have  staled  in  the  text    For  if  a  single  flock 


of  pigeons  now  alluded  to  \n  only  one  district  of  U>e     ^"^t  owing  to  their  ignorance  of  the  foots  of  na- 


eaitt\,  amounts  to  so  prodigious  a  number,  how 
many  thousand  times  more  must  be  the  amount  of 
the  same  species  in  all  the  regions  of  the  globe  i  In 
the  above  calculations,  It  is  taken  for  granted  that 
pigeons  fly  at  the  mte  of  from  90  to  60  miles  an  hour, 
and  it  Is  found  by  actual  experiment  that  this  is  the 
ease.  In  isao,  l  lo  pigeons  were  brought  Arom  Brus* 
sels  to  London,  and  were  let  fly  on  the  ittb  July, 
at  a  quarter  before  nine  A.  M.  One  reached  Ant- 
werp, lao  miles  dl8tance»  at  18  minutes  past  9,  or  m 
8  1-9  hours,  being  at  the  rate  of  84  miles  an  hour. 
Five  more  reached  the  same  place  within  eight  mi- 
nutes alterwards,  and  thirteen  others  In  the  course 
of  eight  hours  after  leaving  I«ondon.  Another  went 
from  London  to  Maestrlcbt,  960  miles,  in  six  hours 
and  a  quarter,  being  at  the  rale  of  nearly  49  miles 
an  hour.  The  golden  eagle  sweeps  through  the  at- 
mosphere at  the  rate  of  lo  miles  an  hour,  and  it  has 
*)een  computed  that  the  Swift  flies,  at  an  average, 
800  miles  a  day,  and  yet  finds  time  to  feed,  to  clean 
Itself,  and  to  collect  materials  for  Its  nest  with  ap- 
parent leisure.  Such  are  the  numbers  of  this  species 
of  Animated  beings,  and  such  the  powers  of  rapid 
motion  which  the  Creator  has  conferred  upon  them, 
—powers  which  man,  with  all  his  intellectual  (teul* 
ties  and  Inventions,  has  never  yet  been  aUe  to  attain. 


tural  history  and  science,  and  the  consequent 
inattention  and  apathy  with  which  they  are  so* 
customed  to  view  the  objects  of  the  visibiu 
creation.  Hence  they  are  incapacitated  for 
appreciating  the  beneficent  character  of  the 
Creator,  and  the  riches  of  his  munificence ;  end 
incapable  of  feeling  those  emotions  of  admira- 
tion and  gratitude  wiiich  an  enlightened  contem- 
plation of  the  scene  of  natnre  is  calculated  to 
inspire. 

4.  An  enlightened  and  comprehensive  survey 
of  the  universe  presents  to  us  a  vteio  of  the  vaitt 
muU^iiiaty  nfconeqitUmt  and  tkt  ii^fimUiy  din^^ 
ti/ied  idtoM  iahkh  have  been  firmed  m  the  Z>iV>Mr 
Mind. 

As  the  coiiceptinDS  existing  in  the  mhid  of  an 
artificer  are  known  by  the  instruments  he  con- 
structs, or  the  opwations  he  peribms,  so  the 
ideas  which  have  existed  firom  etenity  m  tfa* 
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niina  of  ihe  Creator  are  asoertained  from  the  and  beetles,  and  others  above  fioen^  Aommi^, 
ol»iects  he  has  created,  the  events  he  has  pro-  as  the  dra^on»fly  and  soreral  species  of  buttor- 
duced,  and  the  operations  he  is  incessandy  con-  flies.  In  regard  to  the  eoTj — some  have  it  large, 
d'jcting.  The  formation  of  a  single  object  is  an  ered  and  open,  as  in  the  hare,  to  hear  the  least 
exhibition  of  the  idta  existing  in  the  Creating  approach  of  danger ;  in  sonje  it  is  covered  to 
Mind,  of  which  it  is  a  copy.  The  formation  of  keep  out  noxious  bodies ;  and,  in  others,  as  in 
a  second  or  a  third  object  exactly  resemblmg  the  the  mole,  it  is  lodged  deep  and  backward  ui  the 
first,  would  barely  exhibit  the  same  ideas  a  head,  and  fenced  and  guarded  from  e;cieroal  in- 
second  or  a  third  time,  without  disckMing  any  juries.  With  regard  to  their  dothingf — 6ome 
thing  fieie  concerning  the  Creator ;  and,  conse*  have  their  bodies  covered  with  hair,  as  quadru- 
quently,  our  com  options  of  his  intelligence  would  peds ;  some  with  feathers,  as  birds ;  some  with 
not  be  enlarged,  even  althoogh  thousands  and  scales,  as  fishes ;  some  with  shells,  as  the  t(  r^ 
milUons  of  such  objects  were  presented  to  our  toise;  some  only  vrith  skin ;  some  with  stout  an  J 
riewj^ust  as  a  hundred  docks  and  watchea,  firm  armour,  as  the  rhinoceros ;  and  others  with 
exactly  of  the  same  kind,  constructed  by  thtf  priddes,  as  the  hedgehog  and  porcupine — all 
same  artist,  give  us  no  hi^er  idea  of  his  Ml  nicely  accommodated  to  the  nature  of  the  animal, 
and  ta^enait^  than  the  construction  of  one.  Bat,  and  the  element  in  which  it  lives.  These  cover- 
every  varutjf  m  objects  and  arrangements  ex-  ings,  too,  are  adorned  with  dhtnilUd  beaiiti^ , 
hibits  a  new  discovery  of  the  plans,  oontrivancas  as  appears  m  the  plumage  of  birds,  the  feathers 
and  intelligence  of  the  Creator.  of  the  peacock,  the  scales  crf'the  finny  tribes,  the 
Now,  b  the  universe  we  find  aU  things  con*  hair  of  quadrupeds,  and  the  variegated  polish 
atructed  and  arranged  on  the  plan  of  boundlua  and  colouring  of  the  tropical  shell-ABn — beauties 
and  amtsrsd^  varitty.  In  the  animal  kingdom  which,  in  point  of  symmetry,  polish,  texture, 
there  have  been  actually  ascertained,  as  already  variety,  and  exquisite  colouring,  mock  every  at- 
noticed,  about  sixty  thousand  differmt  aptdu  of  tempt  of  human  art  to  copy  or  to  inutate. 
living  creatures.  There  are  about  800  species  In  regard  to  re9piTfxtion-~«oftab  breathe  through 
of  mammaUoj  or  animals  that  suckle  their  young,  the  mouth  by  means  of  lungs,  as  men  and  quad- 
most  of  which  are  quadruped»--4000  species  of  rupeds ;  some  by  means  of  gUls,  as  fishes ;  and 
6crd«,  9000  species  otJUkUf  700  spedes  of  re^  some  by  organs  placed  in  other  parts  of  their 
Hle^f  and  44,000  spedes  of  insects.*  Besides  bodies,  as  insects.  In  regard  to  die  etretilafum. 
these,  there  are  about  8000  species  of  sAstt^/M,  of  the  btood^  some  have  but  one  ventride  in  the 
and  perhaps  not  leas  than  eigh^  or  a  hundred  heart,  some  two,  and  others  three.  In  some 
thousand  spedes  of  animalcdes  invisible  to  the  animals,  the  heart  throws  its  blood  to  the  re- 
naked  eye ;  and  new  spedes  are  daily  disooveiw  motest  parts  of  the  system ;  in  some  it  throws 
ing,  in  consequence  of  the  seal  and  industry  of  it  only  into  the  respiratory  organs ;  in  others, 
the  k>vers  d"  natural  history.  As  the  system  of  the  blood  from  the  respiratory  organs  is  carried 
animated  natnre  has  never  yet  been  thoroughly  by  the  veins  to  another  heart,  and  this  second 
explored,  we  might  safely  reckcm  the  number  of  heart  distributes  the  blood,  1^  the  channd  of  its 
species  of  animds  of  all  kinds,  as  amounting  to  arteries,  to  the  several  parts.  In  many  insects, 
at  least  thret  kundni  thotuutd.  We  are  next  a  munber  of  hearts  are  placed  at  intervals  on  the 
to  consider,  diat  the  organical  structure  of  each  circulating  course,  and  each  renews  the  impulse 
spedes  consists  of  an  immense  multitude  of  of  the  former,  where  the  momentum  of  the 
parts,  and  that  all  the  species  are  infinitely  diver-  blood  fiuls.  In  regard  to  th»  mmementB  ofthmr 
sified— ^iflbring  from  each  other  in  their  forms,  feodtes,  some  are  endowed  with  swifl  motions, 
organs,  members,  faculties  and  motions.— They  and  odiers  with  slow ;  some  walk  on  two  logs, 
are  of  aU  shapes  and  sizes,  firom  the  microscopic  as  fowls ;  some  on  four,  asdogs  {  some  on  eight, 
animalculum,  ten  thousand  times  less  than  a  as  caterpillars;  s<Mne  on  a  hundred,  as  seolo- 
•mite,  to  the  elephant  and  die  whale. — They  are  pendra  or  millepedes;  some  on  fifteen  hundred 
different  in  respect  of  the  construction  of  their  and  twen^  feet,  as  one  spedes  of  sea-star ;  and 
sensitive  organs.  In  regard  to  the  eye,  some  some  on  two  thousand  feet,  as  a  certain  spede.<« 
have  this  organ  placed  in  the  front,  so  as  to  look  of  echinus.*  Some  glide  along  with  a  sinuous 
directly  forward,  as  in  man ;  others  have  it  so  motion  on  scales,  as  snakes  and  serpents ;  some 
placed,  as  to  take  hi  neaily  a  whole  hemisphere,  skim  through  the  air,  one  species  on  two  wings, 
as  in  birds,  hares  and  conies ;  some  have  it  another  on  four ;  and  some  convey  themselves 
fixed,  and  others,  moveable;  some  have  two  with  speed  and  safety  by  the  help  of  their  webs, 
globes  or  baDs,  as  quadrupeds ;  some  havey&tir,  as  spiders ;  while  others  gUde  with  agility  through 
as  snails,  triiidi  are  fixed  in  their  horns ;  some  the  waters  by  means  of  their  tails  and  fins.— 
have  mghi,  set  like  a  locket  of  diamonds,  as  But  it  wooM  require  vohimes  to  eaumerate  and 
lers ;  somo  have  several  hundndt,  as  flies 

*  see  LyoneTs  notes  to  Lessor's  hueeto-TheO' 

Specimens  of  an  these  spedes  an  to  be  seen  in  hgjf,  who  alio  mentions  that  these  Be/Unt  have 

maanMeeat  eoUeetloos  in  the  Museum  of  N ac  isos  bomi,  similar  to  those  of  snails,  which  tber  oaa 

aBistorratPails.  put  oat  and  draw  In  at  pleasure. 
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eiplatn  an  the  known  varietieB  which  distinguish  in  additioii  to  the  14,200  adaptatkxis  stalec 
Ihe  different  species  ofanimaled  beings.  Besides  above,  that  there  are  lO^DOO  veins  great  and 
Che  rarietios  of  the  species,  there  are  not,  per-  small,  10,000  arteries,  10,000  nerves,*  1000  li* 
baps,  of  all  the  hundreds  of  million*  which  com-  gaments,  4000  lacteak  and  lymphatics,  100,000 
pose  any  one  species,  two  individuals  precisely  glands,  1,600,000,000  vesides  in  the  lungs, 
alike  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  they  may  1,000,000,000  scales,  and  200,000,000,000  of 
be  contemplated.  pores,  the  amount  wotdd  be  202,600,149,800  dif^ 
As  an  example  of  the  numerooa  parts  and  ferent  parts  and  adaptations  in  the  human  body  ; 
ftmctions  which  enter  into  the  construction  cf  an  and  if  all  the  other  species  were  supposed  to  be 
animal  frame,  it  may  be  stated,  that,  in  the  hu-  differently  organised,  and  to  consist  of  a  simi- 
man  body  there  are  445  bones,  each  of  them  lar  number  of  parts,  this  number  midtiplied  by 
having  forty  distinct  scopes  or  intenti<His ;  and  800,000,  the  supposed  number  of  species— tin 
246  muscles,  each  having  ten  several  intentions ;  product  wouU  amount  to  60,780,044,760,000,000, 
so  that  the  system  of  bones  and  muscles  alone  or  above  sixty  thousand  biIlions,---the  numbei 
indudes  above  14,200  varieties,  or  different  in-  of  diatinct  ideas,  conceptions  or  contrivances,  in 
tentions  and  adaptations.  But,  besides  the  relation  to  the  ammal  world — anumberofwhicii 
bones  and  musdes,  there  are  hundreds  vftendont  we  can  have  no  precise  conception,  and  which, 
and  UgamerUa  for  Uie  purpose  of  connecting  them  to  limited  minds  like  ours,  seems  to  approximate 
togetner ;  hundreds  dt  nervti  ramified  over  the  to  something  like  infinity ;  but  it  may  tend  to 
whole  body  to  otuivey  sensation  to  all  its  parts ;  tonvey  a  rude  idea  of  me  endless  mukiplicitT 
thousands  of  arteries  to  convey  the  blood  to  the  of  ooneeptioos  which  pervade  the  Eternal  Mind, 
remotest  extremities,  and  thousands  of  vexiu  to  That  many  other  tribes  of  animated  nature 
bring  it  back  to  the  heart ;  thousands  d[  taeteal  have  an  organization  no  less  complicated  and 
and  lymphatic  vessels  to  absorb  nutriment  from  diversified  t&m  that  of  man,  will  appear  from 
Ae  food  *,  thousands  of  glandt  to  secrete  huf  the  following  statements  of  M.  Lyonet.  This 
mours  from  the  blood,  and  of  anumctoriea  to  celebrated  naturalist  wrote  a  treatise  on  one 
throw  them  off  from  the  sjrstem— and,  besides  single  insect,  the  eomu  eattrpillarf  which  lives 
many  other  parts  of  this  variegated  system,  and  on  the  leaves  of  the  willow,-Hn  which  he  has 
functions  with  which  we  are  unacquainted,  there  shown,  from  the  anatomy  of  that  minute  animal, 
are  more  than  sixteen  hundred  mHUont  of  mom-  that  its  structure  is  almost  ascompUcatod  as  that 
branous  cells  or  vendee  connected  with  the  ofthe  human  body,  and  many  of  the  parti  whids 
Umg»,  more  than  boo  humdred  thmteand  miUione  enter  into  its  oi^anization  even  mote  numerous, 
of  pores  in  the  skin,  through  which  the  perspira-  He  has  found  it  necessanr  to  employ  twenty 
tion  is  incessantly  flowing,  and  above  a  thoueand  figures  to  explain  the  organization  of  the  head^ 
miUionM  of  scales,  which  according  to  Leeuwen-  which  contain  228  different  musdes.  There  are 
hoek.  Baker,  and  others,  compote  the  cuticle  or  1647  musdes  in  the  body,  and  2066  in  the  In- 
outward  coveting  of  the  body.  We  have  also  to  testmal  tube,  making  in  all  3941  musdes;  ot 
take  into  the  account,  the  compound  organs  of  nearly  mvu  times  the  number  of  musdes  in  the 
life,  the  numerous  parts  of  which  they  consist,  human  body.  There  are  94  principal  Mroes 
and  the  diversified  functions  they  perform ;  such  which  divide  into  mmansroUe  ntmification*, 
as  the  brom,  with  its  infinite  number  of  fibres  There  are  two  large  tracheal  arteries,  one  af 
and  numerous  functions ;  the  heartf  with  its  au-  the  ri^t,  and  the  oAier  at  the  lefl  side  of  tha 
rides  and  ventricles;  the  stoouich,  with  its  insect,  each  of  them  communicating  with  the  air 
juices  and  muscular  coats;  th^^Jtver,  with  its  by  means  of  nine  spiraoula.  Roui^  each  spir»- 
lobes  and  glands ;  the  jp2een,  with  its  infinity  of  culum  the  trachea  pushes  forth  a  great  number 
cells  and  membranes;  the  pancreae,  with  its  ofbrancbes,  which  are  again  divided  into  smaUer 
juice  and  numerous  ^ands ;  the  kidneytf  with  ones,  and  these  further  subdivided  and  spread 
their  fine  capillary  tubes  ;  the  tnlesttnes,  with  all  through  the  whde  body  c£  the  caterpillar ;  thej 
their  turnings  and  convolutions ;  the  organt  ef  are  naturally  of  a  silver  colour,  axxi  make  a 
sense,  with  their  multifarious  copnexions ;  the  beautiful  appearance.  The  principal  trachael 
mesentery,  the  gall-bladder,  the  ureters,  the  vessels  divide  into  1326  different  branches.  AU 
pylorus,  the  duodenum,  the  blood,  the  bile,  the  this  complication  of  delicate  machinery,  with 
lymph,  the  saliva,  the  chyle,  the  hairs,  the  nails,  numerous  other  parts  and  organs,  are  coro- 
and  numerous  other  parts  and  substances,  every  pressed  into  a  body  only  about  two  inches  in 
one  (^  which  has  diversified  functions  to  per-  length. 

form.    We  have  also  to  lake  into  consideraUon  .  ^^  Mnatinj  extent  of  the  ramMcatlon  of  Oit 

iht  number  qf  idetu  ineluded  in  the  arrangement  veins  and  nerves  msy  be  Judged  of  from  this  dream* 

«J «m«i«.  rf  Jl 4...  f^  «jdin  A.  man.  ;^«, .]». «^^r_tj,,  12Si»ii«J» ™jnS« -^^ 

ner  m  which  they  are eompaetei  into  one  system  any  part  without drawtng  blood,aBdcau8ln«  an  ud. 

sf  sraaB  dimensions,  so  as  to  afford  fi-ee  scope  easy  sensation,  consequently  without  wounding,  hf 

ttm-  «1I  thm  tn»«i«ylA<l  Anw.»i/t«.     If  »K*n  fno  »k«  M  auuJl  s  {Muicturs.  Doth  a  nerve  and  a  veki :  and 

V>r  all  the  mtended  flmctions.    If,  then,  for  the  ^^^f^^  the  number  of  these  vessels  here  assame4 

fake  or  a  rode  calcuhition,  we  were  to  suppose,  may  be  constdeied  as  far  below  the  truth. 
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Were  ^•todfarect  oor  attentioa  to  the  twfcto-    end  •eem  to  reign  orer  their  IbQowi  jn  the  nine 
W«T  kingdom,  we  might  contemplate  a  soene  no    i>arterre,  othenare  kmly  or  creep  along  the 
lea  rariegated  and  astonishing  than  what  ap*    ground ;  some  exhibit  the  most  dazzling  colours, 
pears  m  the  animal  world.  There  hare  aU^ady    others  are  simple  and  blush  almost  unseen  v  some 
been  discorered  more  than^jMtv  thoiaamd    perfume  the  air  with  exquisite  odours,  while 
f  peciea  of  plants,  specimens  of  <11  which  may  be     others  only  please  the  sight  with  their  beautiful 
seen  in  the  Museum  of  Natural  ^History  at    tinu.    Not  only  the  forms  and  colours  of  flowers 
Paris.    But  we  cannot  reckon  the  actual  nuni>    but  their  /w/umet,  are  different.    The  odour 
ber  of  species  in  the  earth  and  seas  at  less  than     (^southernwood  differs  from  that  of  thyme,  thai 
f^  ^A^  kundrtd  thoutand.    They  are  of  all    of  peppermint  from  bahn,  and  that  of  the  daisy 
sizes,  fixxn  the  mvisible  foresU  which  are  seen    fiom  the  sose,  which  indicates  a  variety  in  their 
in  a  piece  of  mooldiness,  by  the  help  of  the  mi->    internal  structure,  and  in  the  juices  that  circn- 
eroscope,  to  the  cocoas  of  Malabar  fifty  feet  in     Uite  within  them.    The  ieaueM  of  all  vegetables, 
eircnmference,  and  the  banians,  whose  shoots    like  the  skin  of  the  human  body,  are  diversified 
cover  a  circumference  of  five  acres  of  ground,     with  a  multitude  of  extremely  fine  vessels,  and 
Badi  of  them  is  fiimished  with  a  complicated    an  astonishing  number  of  poru.    In  a  kind  of 
•ystem  of  vessels  for  the  circuladon  of  its  juices,     boxrtree  called  Palma  CererUf  it  has  been  ob- 
tbe  secretion  of  its  odours,  and  other  important    served  that  there  are  above  an  hundred  and  se- 
ftuctions  somewhat  analogous  to  those  of  ani-     vtnfy-two  thou»and  pores  on  one  single  side  of 
bmIs.    Almost  every  TSgetable  consists  of  a    the  leaf.    In  short,  the  whole  earth  is  covered 
rooC,  trank,  branches,  leaves,  skin,  bark,  pith,     with  vegetable  life  in  such  profusion  and  varie^ 
•ap-vessels,  or  system  of  arteries  and  veins,     as  astonishes  the  contemplative  mind.    Not  only 
giands  for  perspiration,  flowers,  petals,  stamina,    the  fertile  plains,  but  the  rugged  mountains,  the 
farina,  seed-case,  seed,  firuit,  and  various  other    hardest  stones,  the  most  barren  spots,  and  even 
parts ;  and  these  are  different  in  their  ooostnic-    the  caverns  of  the  ocean,  are  diversified  with 
tkm  and  appearance  in  the  different  species,     pbnts  of  various  kinds;  and,  from  the  torrid  to 
Some  plants,  as  the  oak,  are  distinguished  for    the  frigid  zone,  eveiy  soil  and  every  climate  has 
their  strength  and  hardness ;  others,  as  the  elm    plants  and  flowers  peculiar  to  itself.    To  attempt 
and  fir,  are  tall  and  slender ;  some  are  tall,  like  the    to  estimate  their  number  and  variety  would  be 
cedar  of  Lebanon,  while  others  never  attain  to    to  attempt  to  dive  into  the  depths  of  infinity, 
any  considerable  height ;  some  have  a  rough  and    Yet,  every  diversity  in  the  species,  every  variety 
wieven  bark,  while  odiers  are  smooth  and  fine,  as    in  the  form  of  the  individuals,  and  even  eveiy 
the  birch,  the  maple,  and  the  poplar ;  some  are  so    difference  in  the  shade  and  combination  ci  co» 
■light  and  delicate  that  the  least  wind  may  over-    lour  in  flowers  of  the  same  species,  exhibits  a 
turn  them,  wlule  other*  can  resist  the  violenoe    distinct  conception  which  must  have  existed  in 
of  the  northern  blasts ;  some  acquire  their  full    the  Divine  Mind  before  the  vegetable  kingdom 
growth  in  a  few  years,  whUe  othen  grow  to  a    was  created. 

prodigious  hei^t  and  size,  and  stand  unsjiaken  Were  we  to  take  a  survey  of  the  mtMroI  Idng- 
araidst  the  lapse  of  centuries ;  some  drop  their  dom,  we  should  sdso  behold  a  striking  exhibition 
leaves  in  autumn,  and  remain  for  months  like  of  the  "  mam/old  wisdom  of  God.'*  It  is  true, 
blighted  trunks,  while  others  retain  their  verdure  indeed,  that  we  cannot  penetrate  into  the  int»> 
amidst  the  most  furioas  blasts  of  winter ;  some  rior  recesses  of  the  globe,  so  as  to  ascertain  the 
have  leaves  scarcely  an  inch  in  length  Or  breadth,  substances  which  exist,  and  the  processes  wluch 
while  others,  as  the  taUipoi  of  Ceylon,  have  '  are  going  on  near  its  central  regions.  But, 
leaves  so  large  thai  one  of  them,  it  is  said,  will  within  a  few  hundreds  of  &thoms  of  its  surfrcoi 
shelter  fifteen  or  twenty  men  firom  the  rain.  we  find  such  an  astonid&ing  diversity  of  mineral 

The  variety  in  the  vegetable  kingdom  in  re*  substances  as  clearly  shows,  that  its  internal 
fpect  cfjtawenf  is  apparent  even  to  the  least  parts  have  been  constructed  on  the  same  plan  of 
attentive  observer.  Every  species  is  different  wriefy  as  that  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  king- 
from  another  m  the  form  and  hoes  which  it  exhi»  dome.  In  the  classes  of  sa/%,  safiiM,  ai|^l«i- 
hits.  The  carnation  differs  fimn  the  rose,  the  mabU,  and  mafa/Ko  fossils,  under  which  mine* 
nee  fiom  the  tulip,  the  tulip  fitnn  the  anricola,  ralogists  have  arranged  the  substances  of  the 
the  auricuhi  firom  the  lily,  the  lily  firom  the  nar-  mineral  kingdom,  are  contained  an  immense 
eissus,  and  the  runonculus  from  the  daisy.  At  number  of  genera  and  q>ecies.  Under  the  sort^ 
the  same  time  each  mnunculus,  daisy,  rose  or  class  of  fossils  are  comprehended  diamonds,  chry- 
tottp,  has  its  own  particular  character  and  beaoty,  solites,  menilites,  garnets,  zeolites,  corundums, 
something  that  is  peculiar  to  itself,  and  in  which  agatss,  jaspers,  opals,  pearl-stones,  tripoli,  day 
k  fa  distinguished  from  its  feikvws.  In  a  bed  of  slate,  buaU,  lava,  chalk,  limestone,  ceylanite, 
ffonuneuluses,  or  tulips,  fiir  example,  we  shall  strontian,  barytas,  celestine,  and  various  other 
»carci4y  ffaid  two  individoals  that  have  precisely  sobstanoes.  The  sofins  class  comprehends  such 
the  name  aspect,  or  present  the  same  asMmblage  substances  as  the  foUowing,  natron  or  natiirk 
of  cr  !ours.  8ome  flowers  are  of  a  stately  size,  soda,  rock  salt,  nitre,  alum^  sal-aaunoaiaor  B^ 
7 
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•CA  mtt,kc.    The  daM  c(  u^fiammabU  wib-  and  other  stones,  we  cumot  &I1  to  be  atnick  w{!li 

ftances  comprehends  sulphur,  carbon,  bitumen,  admiration,  not  only  at  the  exquisite  polish  and 

coal,  amber,  cnarooal,  naphtha,  peuroleum,  as-  the  delicate  wavings  which  their  surfaces  pre- 

phalt,  caoutchouc,  mineral  tar,  &c.   The  miailu  sent,  but  at  the  variety  of  design  and  colourinf 

class  comprehends  platina,  gold,  sflTor,  mercury,  exhibited  even  by  individuals  crif  the  same  spe* 

copper,  iron,  lead,  tin,  bismuth,  zinc,  antimony,  cies,  the  latent  beauties  and  diversiues  of  which 

oobalt,  nickel,  manganese,  molybdenum,  arsenic,  require  the  assistance  of  a  microscope  to  dis* 

Bcheele,  menachantte,  uran,  silvan  chromium,  cem,  and  are  beyond  the  elTorts  of  the  most  ex* 

tungsten,  uranium,  titanium,  tellurium,  sodium,  quisite  pencil  fuUy  to  imitate, 

potassium,  &c.    All  these  mineral  substances  Not  only  in  tne  objects  which  are  visible  to 

are  distinguished  by  many'varieties  of  species,  the  unassisted  eye,  but  also  in  thote  tuMch  con 

There  are  tight  gm/tm  of  earthy  fiissils.    One  ofi^  beptrteioei  ijf  th»  htfy  ofmieroBonpet,  is  the 

of  these  genera,  the^ni,  contains  S4  species,  characteristic  of  vuriefy  to  be  seen.      In  the 

besides  numerous  varieties,  such  as  chrysobe*  scales  of  fishes,  for  exan^>le,  we  perceive  an  in- 

ryls,  topazes,  agates,  beryls,  quartz,  emery,  finite  number  of  diversified  specimens  of  the 

diamond  spar,  lie.    Another  genus,  the  eta^,  most  curious  workmanship.    Some  of  these  are 

contains  St  species,  sudi  as  opal,  pitch-etone,  of  a  longish  form,  some  round,  some  triangul^, 

felspar,  black  chalk,  mica,  hon^lende,  &c.  and  some  square ;  in  short,  of  all  imaginaUe  variety 

another,  the  oak,  contains  SO  species,  as  lim»>  of  shapes.   Some  are  armed  with  sharp  pricklea, 

stone,  chalk,  slate,  spar,  fluor,  marie,  boracite,  as  in  the  perch  and  sole ;  some  have  smooth 

loam,  &c.    There  are  ten  species  of  sJIner,  five  edges,  as  in  the  tench  and  ood-^h ;   and  even 

of  ntercury,  seventeen  of  ctfper,  fourteen  of  ironf  in  the  same  fish  th«-e  is  a  considen^le  variety  { 

ten  dUad,  six  (^antimony,  three  ofbismuth,  lu!.  for  the  scales  taken  from  the  belly,  the  back,  Che 

All  the  bodies  of  the  minenlkingdom  differ  fixxn  sides,  the  head  and  other  parts,  are  all  different 

one  another  as  to  figure,  transparency,  hardness,  fi-om  each  other.    In  the  scale  of  a  perch  we 

hiatre,  ductility,  texture,  structure,  feel,  sound,  perceive  one  piece  (/delicate  mechanism,  in  the 

■meU,  taste,  gravity,  and  their  magnelical  and  scale  of  a  haddock  another,  and  in  the  scale  of 

electrical  properties ;  and  they  exhibit  ahnost  a  sole,  beauties  different  fitxn  both.    We  find 

erery  variety  oi  colour.    Some  of  those  sub-  some  of  them  ornamented  with  a  prodigious 

fltaaces  are  sofk  and  pulverable,  and  serve  as  a  number  of  concentric  flutings,  too  near  each 

bed  for  the  nourishment  of  vegetables,  as  black  other  and  too  fine  to  be  easily  enumerated, 

earth,  chalk,  clay,  and  marl.    Some  are  solid,  Tliese  flutings  are  firequently  traversed  by  others 

as  lead  and  iron ;  and  some  are  fluid,  as  mer-  diverging  from  the  centre  of  the  scale,  and  pio- 

cury,  sodium,  and  potassium.    Some  are  brittle,  ceeding  from  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the  cir> 

as  antimony  and  bismuth,  and  some  are  mallear  cumferenee.   On  every  fish  there  are  many  thou- 

Ue,  as  silver  and  tin.    Some  are  sul^ject  to  the  sands  of  these  variegated  pieces  of  mechanism, 

attraction  of  the  magnet,  others  are  conductors  The  hairs  on  the  bodies  of  all  animals  are  found, 

of  the  electric  fire;  some  are  easily  fusible  by  by  thgmicrosoope,  to  be  composed  of  a  number 

heat,  othen  will  resist  the  strongest  heat  of  our  c^  gstrtmefy  minutf  tubtty  each  of  which  has  a 

common  fires.    Some  are  extremely  ductile,  as  round  bulbous  root,  by  which  it  imbibes  its  pro- 

tiatina,  the  hoariest  of  the  metals,  which  has  per  nourishment  from  the  adjacent  humours,  and 

been  drawn  into  wires  less  than  the  two  thou-  these  are  all  different  in  different  animals.  Hairs 

landth  part  of  an  inch  in  diameter, — and  goldj  taken  from  the  head,  the  eye-brows,  the  nostrils, 

the  parts  of  which  are  are  so  fine  and  expansi-  the  beard,  the  hand,  and  other  parts  of  the  body, 

ftle,  that  an  ounce  of  it  is  sufficient  to  giki  a  siK  are  unlike  to  each  other,  both  in  the  constriio- 

rer  wire  more  than  1800  miles  long.  tion  of  the  roots  and  the  hairs  themselves,  and 

In  order  to  acquire  the  most  impressive  idea  appear  as  varied  as  plants  (/the  same  genus  Xmt 

of  the  mineral  kingdom,  we  must  virit  an  exteiw  of  different  species.    The  parts  of  which  t)»e 

sive  mineralogical  museum,  where  the  spectator  futtktn  of  birds  are  composed,  afford  a  beauti- 

will  be  astimished  both  at  the  beau^  and  the  ful  variety  of  the  most  exquisite  workmanship, 

infinite  diversity  which  die  Creator  has  exhibit  There  is  scarcely  a  feather  but  onntains  a  mil« 

ed  in  this  department  of  nature.  .Here  it  may  tion  of  distinct  parts,  every  one  of  them  regularly 

be  also  noticed,  that  not  only  the  external  aspect  riiaped.    In  a  small  fibre  of  a  goose-quiU,  more 

<ff  mmerab,  but  also  the  inferior  ooiyfgvralion  of  than  ISOO  downy  brandies  or  smaU  leaves  have 

many  of  them,  disf^ys  innumerable  beauties  been  counted  on  each  side,  and  each  appeared 

and  varieties.    A  rough  darki4ooking  pebble,  divid|pd  into  16  or  18  small  joints.    A  small  part 

which  to  an  incurious  eye  appears  only  like  a  of  the  feather  of  a  peacock,  one-thirtieth  of  an 

fiagment  of  common  rock,  when  cut  asunder  and  inch  in  length,  appears  no  less  beautiful  than  the 

p(&hed,  presents  an  assemblage  Af  the  finest  whole  feather  does  to  the  naked  eye,  exhibitJBf 

v^ns  aadhtaost  brilliant  colours.    If  we  go  unto  a  multitude  of  bright  shining  parts,  reflecting  first 

a  lapidary's  shop  and  take  a  leisurely  survey  of  one  ooloiit  and  then  another  in  the  most  vivid 

•is  jaspers,  topazes,  oomeliaas,  agates,  ganeiSi  manner.    The  tpinir*  ef  all  kaid  of  insects,  too. 
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SMeni  an  infinite  ▼ariety,  no  leu  captivating  roand  white  spot*    This  gitet  us  an  idea  </ 

to  che  mind  than  pleasing  to  the  eye.    They  the  existence  of  shell-fish  Which  are  invisiblu  lo 

appear  strengthened  «nd  <ti9tended  by  the  finest  the  naked  eye,  aodj  consequently,  smaller  than 

bones,  and  eorered  with  the  lishtest  membranes,  a  mite. 

Some  of  them  are  adorned  with  neat  and  beau-  The  Tariety  of  forms  in  which  ammal  life 
dful  feathers,  and  many  of  them  prorided  with  spears,  in  those  invisible  departments  of  rrea* 
the  finest  articulations  and  foldings  for  the  wings,  tion  wtiich  the  microscope  has  enabled  us  to  ex- 
when  they  are  withdrawn  and  about  to  be  folded  plore,  is  truly  wonderfiil  and  astonishing.  Micro- 
op  in  their  cases.     The  thin  membranes  of  the  scopic  animals  are  so  different  fi^m  those  of  the 
wings  ^ipear  beautifully  divaricated  with  thou-  larger  kinds,  that  scarcely  any  analogy  seems  to 
sands  of  little  points,  like  silver  studs.    The  exist  between  them ;  and  one  would  be  ahnoei 
wings  of  some  flies  ar^JUmjf,  as  the  dragon-fly;  tempted  to  suppose  that  they  lived  in  conse- 
others  have  them  stuck  over  with  short  briaUe$,  quenco  of  laws  directly  opposite  to  those  which 
as  the  flesh-fly;  some  have  rows  of  feathers  preserve  man. and  the  other  larger  •nimHJ^  Jq 
along  their  ridges,  and  borders  round  their  edge,  existence.    When  we  endeavour  to  explore  this 
as  in  gnats ;  some  have  hairs  and  others  have  region  of  animated  nature,  we  ftel  as  if  we  were 
h^Mks  plaoiMl  with  the  greatest  regulari^  and  entering  on  the  confines  of  a  new  world,  -and 
order.    In  the  wings  cf  moths  and  butterflies  surveying  a  new  race  of  sendent  existence.  The 
there  are  millions  of  small  feathers  of  different  '  number  of  these  creatures  exceeds  aU  human 
shapes,  diversified  with  the  greatest  varie^  of  calculation.    Many  hundreds  of  species,  all  di£> 
liri^ht  and  vivid  colours,  each  of  them  so  small  fering  in  their  forms,  habits,  and  motions,  have 
a « to  be  altogether  invisible  to  the  naked  eye.  alreaidy  been  detected  and  described,  but  we 
The  Imv9»  of  all  plants  and  flowers  when  ex-  have  reason  to  believe,  that  by  for  the  greater 
a^Tuned  by  the  microscope,  are  found  to  be  fuU  part  is  unexplored,  and  periiapa  for  ever  hkl  firom 
of  innumerable  raroificatimis  that  convey  the  the  view  of  man.    They  are  of  all  shapes  and 
perspirable  juices  U*  the  pores,  and  to  consist  of  forms :  scmie  of  them  appear  like  minute  atoms, 
harenchymous  and  ligneous  fibres,  interwoven  some  like  globes  and  steroids,  some  like  hand- 
in  a  curious  and   admkrable   manner.     The  bells,  s<Hne  like  wheels  turning  on  an  axis,  some 
smallosi  leaf,  even  one  which  is  little  more  than  like  double-headed  monsters,  some  like  cylin- 
visible  to  the  naked  eye,  is  found  to  be  thus  di»  ders,  some  have  a  wonn-Uke  ^pearance,  some 
varicated,  and  the  vat  legations  are  different  in  have  horns,  some  resemble  eels,  some  are  Uko 
Uie  leaves  of  different  vegetables.— ^d<l  trmnavtnt  long  burs,  160  tunes  as  long  as  they  are  broad, 
•eeCJon  afapUtntnai  more  than  one-fourth  of  an  some  like  spires  and  cupolas,  some  like  fishes, 
inch  in  diameter,  displays  such  beaaties  snd  va-  and  some  like  animated  vegetables.    Some  of 
rieties,  through  a  powerfiil  microscope,  as  can-  them  are  almost  visible  to  the  Inked  eye,  and 
not  be  conceived  without  ocular   inspection,  some  so  small  that  the  breadth  of  a  human  hair 
The  number  of  pores,  of  all  sizes,  amounting  to  would  cover  fifty  or  a  hundred  of  them,  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  (which  appear  to  b^  Uie  others  so  minute,  that  millions  of  inilli<ms  of  them 
vessels  of  the  plant  cut  asunder,)  the  beautifiil  might  be  contained  within  the  compaiis  of  a 
curves  they  assume,  and  the  radial  and  circular  square  inch.    In  everv  pond  and  ditch,  and 
configurations  they  present,  are  truly  astonish-  almost  in  every  puddle,  m  the  infusions  of  pepper, 
tag ;  and  every  distinct  species  of  plants  exhibits  straw,  grass,  oats,  hay  and  other  vegetables,  in 
a  ditferent  configuration.    I  have  counted  in  a  paste  ud  vinegar,  and  in  the  water  found  in 
small  section  <^  a  plant,  <^  the  size  now  stated,  oysters,  on  almost  every  plant  and  flower,  and  in 
6000  radial  lines,  each  containing  about  t60  the  rivers,  seas  and  oceans,  these  creatures  are 
|iores,  great  and  small,  which  amount  to  ens  iiit(-  found  m  such  numbers  and  varie^  as  almost 
lion  fwe  hundred  aavijljiy  thoutand  of  these  va-  exceed  our  conception  or  belief.    A  class  of 
riegated  apertures.— Even  tkepartieUa  of  tcmd  these  animals,  called  JtfudifStf,  has  been  found 
im  the  sea-«hore,  and  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  so  numerous  as  to  discolour  the  ocean  itseIC 
'li'Tor  in  the  size,  form,  and  colour  of  their  grains ;  Captain  Scoreaby  found  the  number  in  the  dive- 
•  une  being  transparent,  others  opaque,  some  green  sea  to  bo  immense.  A  cubic  inch  ccmtains 
having  rough  and  others  smooth  surfaces ;  some  sixty-four,  and  consequently  a  cuImc  mile  would 
are  spheri<»l  or  oval,  and  some  pyramidal,  co-  .  contain  83,868,000,000,000,000;  so  that,  if  on«* 
nical  or  prismatical.    Mr.  Hook,  happening  to  person  should  count  a  million  in  seven  days,  ii 
view  some  grains  of  white  sand  through  his  mi-  would  have  required  that  80,000  persons  should 
eroecope,  hit  upon  one  of  the  grains  which  was  have  started  at  the  creation  of  the  worM  to  have 
exactly  shaped  and  wreathed  IUeo  a  shell,  though  e<»q>leted  the  enumeration  at  the  present  time, 
it  was  no  larger  than  the  point  of  a  pin.    '*  It  Tet,  all  the  minute  animals  to  which  we  now 
resembled  the  shell  of  a  small  water-snail,  and  allude  are  furnished  with  numerous  organs  of 
had  twelve  wreathings,  all  growing  proportional  life  as  well  as  the  larger  kind,  some  of  &eir  in* 
hly  one  less  than  the  other  towaids  the  middle  or  temal  movements  are  distinctly  visible,  their 
centre  of  the  shell,  where  there  was  ayerysmaU  motioDi  are  evidently  vohmtary,  and  soaie  of 
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diom  appear  to  be  poeeeased  of  a  cooaiderable 
degree  of  aagacitji  and  to  be  Ibnd  of  each  other'a 
■ociety.* 

In  short,  it  may  be  affirmed  without  the  leact 
heaitation,  that  the  beauties  and  varwtiea  which 
exist  in  tfaoae  refiona  of  creation  which  are  in- 
▼isiUe  to  the  unaaaisted  eye,  are  ht  more  nu- 
merous than  all  th»t  appears  to  a  oonunon  ob- 
senrer  in  the  visible  economy  of  nature.  How 
lar  this  scene  of  creating  Power  and  Intelligence 
may  extend  beyond  the  range  of  our  microecopic 
instruments,  it  is  impossible  for  mortals  to  deter- 
mine; ibr  the  finer  our  glasses  are,  and  the 
Uigfaer  the  magnifying  powera  we  apply,  the 
more  numerous  and  varied  are  the  objects  which 
they  exhibit  to  our  view.  And  as  the  largest 
telescope  is  insufficient  to  convey  our  views  to 
tlie  boundariea  of  the  great  universe,  so  we  may 
juatly  conclude,  that  the  moat  powerfiil  micros- 
cope that  has  been  or  ever  wiU  be  oooatructed, 
wili  be  ahogether  insufficient  to  guide  our  views 
to  the  utmost  limits  of  the  descending  scale  of 
creation.  But  what  we  already  know  of  these 
unexplored  and  inexplorable  regions,  gives  us  an 
amazing  conception  of  the  inteDigence  and  wis- 
dom of  the  Creator,  of  the  immensity  of  his 
nature,  and  of  the  infinity  of  ideas  which,  during 
every  portion  of  past  duration,  must  have  been 
present  befwe  his  AQpGomprehensive  Mind. 
What  an  bnmense  ^ace  in  the  sciJe  of  animal 
life  intervenes  between  an  immaiade  which 
appears  only  the  sise  of  a  visible  point,  when 
magnified  600,000  times,  and  a  ioAa&,  a  hun- 
dred feet  long  and  twenty  broad!  The  proportion 
of  bulk  between  the  one  of  these  beings  and  the 
other  is  neariy  as  S4,560,000,000,000,000,000 
to  1.  Yet  all  the  intermediate  space  is  filled 
up  with  animated  beings  of  every  form  and  order ! 
A  similar  variety  obtains  in  the  vegetable  hmf^ 
dom.  It  has  been  calculated,  that  some  plants 
which  grow  on  ross  leaves,  and  other  ahrul»,  are 
so  small  that  it  would  require  mon  than  a  thou- 
sand of  them  to  equal  in  bulk  a  single  plant  of 
wum ;  and  if  we  compare  a  stem  of  moss,  which  is 

*  The  following  extract  ftom  Mr.  Baker's  desorlp* 
tlon  of  the  hair-Wu  miimaleuli  will  IDustnits  some 
of  these  positions.  A  small  quantltj  of  the  matter 
containing  these  animalcules  having  been  put  into 
ajar  of  water.  It  so  happened,  that  one  part  went 
down  Immediately  to  the  bottom,  while  the  oclier 
continued  floating  on  the  tou.  When  things  had 
remained  fbr  some  time  in  this  conditiim,  each  of 
these  swarms  of  animalcules  began  to  grow  weary 
of  its  situation,  and  had  a  mind  to  change  its  quar- 
urs.  Both  annles,  therefbre,  set  oat  at  the  same 
ttme,  the  one  proceeding  upwards  and  the  other 
downwardS{  so  that  after  sometime  they  met  in  the 
middle.  X  desire  of  knowing  how  they  would  be. 
have  on  this  occasion,  engaged  the  observer  to 
watch  them  oarelUUy ;  and  to  his  surprise,  he  mw 
:Le  army  that  was  marching  upwards,  open  to  the 
ri|h>t  and  left,  to  make  room  for  those  that  were 
descending.  Thus,  without  oonftision  or  Intermlx- 
tore,  each  held  on  Its  way;  the  army  that  was  going 
up  marching  in  two  columns  to  the  top,  and  the 
other  proceealng  In  one  cohmm  to  the  bottom,  as  If 
each  had  been  under  the  direotlon  of  wise  leadfrs. 


generally  not  above  l-60th  of  an  inch,  witli  some 
of  the  la^ge  trees  in  Guinea  and  Braxil  of  twen- 
ty feet  duimeter,  we  shaU  find  die  bulk  of  the 
one  will  exceed  that  of  the  other  nb  leas  tfaav 
2,986,984,000,000  timea,  which  multiplied  by 
1000  wiU  produce  f  ,986,984,000,00D/n0,  the 
number  of  times,  which  Uiei  large  tree  exceeds 
the  rose-leaf  plant.  Yet  this  immense  interval 
is  filled  up  wiUi  plants  and  trees  (rf*  every  form  and 
size !  With  good  reason,  then,  may  we  adopt 
the  language  of  the  inspired  writers,—"  How 
mamjold  are  thy  works,  O  Lord !  In  wisdon 
hast  thou  made  them  all.  O  the  depth  of  the 
riches  both  of  the  wisdom  and  the  knowledge  of 
God !  ManreUous  things  doth  He  which  we  can- 
not comprehend."* 

*  The  figures  of  microscopical  oUects  contained 
m  the  engravings  Mos.  I.  and  11.,  will  convey  a  rude 
Uea  of  some  of  the  olgecu  to  which  I  have  now  al- 
luded. 

No.  I.  Fig.  1.  represents  the  fonle  of  a  wtte-JUh  as 
It  appears  through  a  good  microscope.  CDIT,  ra> 
presents  that  part  of  the  scale  which  appears  on  the 
ouuide  of  the  flsh,  and  ABCD,  the  part  which  ad- 
heres  to  the  skin,  being  fUrrowed,  that  It  may  bold 
the  faster.  It  is  tenninated  by  pointed  spikes,  eveiy 
alternate  one  being  longer  than  the  inteijacentones. 
Fig.  s,  is  the  scale  of  a  haddock,  which  appears  di« 
varlcatod  like  a  piece  of  net-work.  Fl;.  8,  repre- 
sents a  small  portion  or  fibre  of  the/eafher  of  a  ptm- 
cockf  only  i-30th  of  an  inch  in  extent,  as  It  appears  In 
the  microscope.  The  small  fibres  of  these  reathois 
appear,  through  this  instrument,  no  less  beautlfU 
than  the  whole  feather  does  to  the  naked  eye.  Each 
of  tlie  sprigs  or  bain  on  each  side  of  the  fibre,  as  CD, 
DC,  appears  to  consist  of  a  multitude  of  bricht  shin- 
ing parts  which  are  a  congeries  of  small  plates,  as 
eee,  Ac  The  under  sides  of  each  of  these  ^ates  are 
very  dark  and  opaque,  reflecting  all  the  rays  thrown 
upon  them  like  the  foil  of  a  looking-glass ;  but  their 
uppw  sides  seem  to  conalst  of  a  multitude  of  exceed- 
ingly thin  plated  bodies,  lying  close  together,  which, 
by  various  positions  of  the  light,  reflect  first  mia 
colour  and  then  another,  in  a  most  vivid  and  snr> 
prising  manner.  Fig.  4,  B,  6, 7,  represent  some  of 
the  different  kinds  of  feathers  which  constitute  tha 
dust  which  adheres  to  the  wings  of  moths  and  but- 
terflies, and  which,  In  the  microscope,  i^ipear  tinged 
with  a  variety  of  colours.  Each  ortbese  feathers  Is 
an  oMect  so  small  as  to  bescaroely  perceptible  to  the 
naked  eye. 

Eacplmatlon  ^  IheJlfyret  on  Vo.  X7.->Flg.  1.  re- 
presents a  mtte,  which  has  eight  legs,  with  five  or 
six  Joints  in  each,  two  feelenh  a  small  head  in  pro- 
portion to  its  body,  a  sharp  snout  and  mouth  uke 
that  of  a  mole,  and  two  little  eyes.  The  body  is  of  an 
oval  form,  with  a  number  of  hairs  like  bristles  is- 
suing tram  it,  and  the  legs  tennlnate  In  two  hooked 
claws.  Fig.  9.  represents  a  microscopic  animal 
which  was  round  in  an  infusion  of  ofifmoiw.  The 
surlhee  of  Its  liack  is  covered  with  afine  made  in  the 
Ibrm  of  a  human  fate^  It  has  three  feet  on  each  slde^ 
and  a  tail  which  comes  out  fkom  under  the  mask. 
Fig.  3,  is  an  animalcule  found  in  the  Infusion  of  old 
Amt.  a,  shows  the  head,  with  the  mouth  opened 
wide,  and  Its  lips  famished  with  numerous  hairs  i 
B,  Is  lu  forked  Uil,  D,  Its  Intestines,  and  C,  iu  heart, 
which  may  be  seen  in  regular  motion.  The  circum- 
fbrcnee  of  the  body  appears  Indented  Uke  the  teeth 
of  a  saw.  Pig.  4,  shows  the  Whtd  anbrnU  or  For> 
fieeils.  It  is  found  in  rain- water  that  has  stood  soma 
days  in  leaden  gutters,  or  in  hollows  of  lead  on  the 
tops  of  houses.  The  most  remarkable  part  of  this 
anlmalenla  Is  lu  wh$tl  work,  which -consists  of  two 
semicircular  instruments,  round  the  edges  of  which 
many  little  flbrlUtt  move  themselves  very  bilsNj 
Bomattmas  with  a  kJnd  of  ] 
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^  Mfflmafoipeflt  0fnalmtf  m  it  ap> 
p««n  to  a  loperficial  obserrer,  presents  a  scene 
of  variety.  The  ranges  of  mountains  with  sum- 
mits of  different  heights  and  shapes,  the  hitts 
and  plains,  the  {^ens  and  deUs,  the  waving 
curres  which  appear  on  the  face  of  every  land- 
scape, the  dark  hoes  of  the  forests,  the  verdure 
of  the  6elds,  the  towering  diffi,  the  rugged  pre- 
cipices, the  rills,  the  rivers,  the  cataracts,  the 
lakes  and  seas ;  the  gulphs,  the  bays  and  penin- 
sulas ;  the  numerous  islands  of  every  form  and 
nze  which  diversify  the  sorface  of  the  ocean, 
and  the  thousands  of  shades  of  colouring  which 
appear  on  every  pari  of  sublunary  nature,  pre- 
■Mit  a  scene  of  diversified  beauty  and  subUmity 
to  the  eye  of  every  beholder.— And  if  we  lift 
our  eyes  to  the  regions  of  the  firmament,  we 
likewise  behold  a  scene  of  sublimity  and  gran- 
deur mingled  with  variety.  The  sun  himself 
appears  diversified  with  spots  of  various  shapes 
and  sizes,  some  a  hundred,  some  a  thousaind, 
and  some  ten  thousand  miles  in  diameter— indi- 
cating iterations  and  changes  of  amar.lng  ex- 
tent---and  ahnost  every  new  revcrfution  on  his 
axis  presents  us  with  new  and  varied  clusters. 
Every  planei  in  the  solar  system  differs  firom 


another  in  its  size,  in  its  spheroidal  shape,  in  its 
diurnal  rotation,  in  the  aspect  of  its  surface,  in 
the  constitution  of  its  atmosphere,  in  the  num- 
ber of  moons  with  which  it  is  surrounded,  in  the 
nature  of  its  seasons,  in  its  distance  firom  the 
sun,  in  the  eccentricity  of  its  orbit,  in  the  period 
of  its  annual  revolution,  and  in  the  proportion 
it  receivos  of  light  and  heat.  Every  comet,  too, 
differs  from  another  in  its  form  and  magnitude, 
in  the  extent  of  its  nucleus  and  tail,  in  the  period 
of  its  revolution,  m  the  swiftness  of  its  motion, 
and  in  the  figure  of  the  curve  it  describes  around 
the  sun ;  and  "  one  star  differeth  from  another 
star  in  glory."  But  could  we  transport  ourselves 
to  the  suriaces  of  these  distant  orbs,  and  survey 
every  part  of  their  constitution  and  arrange- 
ments, we  should,  doubtless,  behdd  beauties 
and  varieties  of  divine  workmanship  far  more 
numerous,  and  surpassing  eVery  thing  that  ap- 
pears in  our  sublunary  system.  We  l^ve  eveiy 
reason!  to  believe,  fircNoa  the  infinite  nature  of  the 
Divinity,  and  from  what  we  actually  beholdt 
that  the  mechanism  and  arrangements  of  every 
world  in  the  universe  are  all  different  fi^m  each 
other ;  and  we  find  that  this  is  actually  the  case, 
in  so  &r  as  our  observations  extend.     The 


in  a  tmnbUaff  or  vfbintoiy  manner.  Somatlroefl  the 
wheels  seem  to  be  entire  circles,  with  teeth  Uke 
those  of  the  balance- wheel  of  a  watch:  hat  their 
figure  varies  according  to  the  degree  of  their  pro- 
trusion, and  seems  to  depend  upon  the  will  of  the 
antmal  itself  j  e,  Is  the  bead  and  heels ;  b.  Is  the  heart. 
where  Its  systole  and  diastole  are  plainly  visible,  and 
the  altemate  motions  of  contraction  and  dilatation 
are  performed  with  great  strenj^h  and  vigour  In 
about  the  sasM  time  as  the  polsatlon  of  a  man's  ar- 
tavy.  This  animal  assumes  various  shapes,  one  of 
which  is  represented  at  fig.  5,  and  becomes  occasion- 
ally  a  case  for  all  the  other  parts  of  the  body. 

fig.  S,  represents  an  in»ea  with  fut-iOce  anm.  It 
Is  found  in  cascades  where  the  wator  runs  very 
swift.  Its  body  appears  cwiously  turned  as  on  a 
lathe,  and  at  the  tall  are  three  sharp  spines,  by 
which  it  raises  Itself  and  stands  upright  In  the  water ; 
but  the  most  curious  apparatus  is  about  its  head, 
where  It  is  ftaniished  with  two  instruments,  Uke 
fans  or  nets,  which  serve  to  provide  its  food.  These 
it  frequently  spreads  out  and  draws  In  again,  and, 
when  drawn  up.  they  are  folded  together  with  the 
utmost  ulcety  and  exactness.  Wlien  this  creature 
does  not  employ  its  nets,  it  thrusu  out  a  pair  of  sharp 
horns,  and  puts  on  a  dUTerent  appearance,  as  in  fig. 

7,  where  It  is  shown  magnified  about  400  times.  Fig. 

8,  is  the  representation  of  an  anlnudcula  found  In 
Che  infusion  of  the  hark  tf  an  oak.  Its  body  is  com- 
posed of  several  ringlets,  that  enter  one  into  another, 
as  the  animal  contracts  itself.  At  a  ft,  are  two  lips 
furnished  with  moveable  hairs ;  It  pushes  out  of  lU 
mouth  a  mowf  composed  of  several  pieces  sheathed 
In  each  other,  as  at  a.  A  kind  of  horn,  d,  is  some- 
times protruded  from  the  bieast,  composed  of  fUrbe- 
tows,  which  slide  ialo  one  another  Uke  **.«  drawers 

f  a  pocket  telescope.  Pig.  a,  Is  another  aaimalcula, 
ihond  in  the  same  Incision,  called  a  forrofoe,  with  an 
umbiUcal  taiL  It  stretches  out  and  contracts  Itself 
very  easUy,  sometisses  assuming  a  round  figure, 
which  It  retaina  only  for  a  moment,  then  opens  Its 
mouth  to  a  surprising  width,  forming  neuiy  the  cir- 
cumference of  a  circle.  Its  motion  is  very  surprising 
and  singular.  Fig.  la,  is  an  anlmalcula,  called  ^mT 
MauO,  which  Is  found  in  several  infusions.  Its 
mouth  takes  up  half  the  length  of  Its  body ;  iU  Inside 
Is  Ailed  with  darkish  spots,  and  its  hinder  part  ter- 
AinatalwtthasiugBlartaU.   Flg.ll,npnaanUtho 


protMu,  so  named  on  account  of  its  assuming  a  great 
numtwr  of  different  shapes .  Its  most  common  shape 
bears  a  resemblance  to  that  of  a  swan,  and  it 
swims  to  and  tro  with  great  vivacity.  When  it  is 
alarmed,  it  suddenly  draws  in  its  long  neck,  trans- 
forming  itself  into  the  shape  represented  at  m,  and, 
at  other  tlmea  it  puts  forth  a  new  head  and  neck 
with  a  kind  of  wheel  machinery,  as  at  n.  Fig.  l% 
exhlbiu  a  species  of  anlmalcula  shaped  like  hella 
with  long  tails,  by  which  they  fasten  themselves  to 
the  roots  of  duck  weed,  in  which  they  were  found. 
They  dwell  in  colonies,  (torn  ten  to  (iiX^m  in  num- 
ber. Fig.  18,  is  the  g-UAe  animal^  which  appears  ex- 
actly globular,  having  no  appearance  of  either  bead, 
tail  or  fins.  It  moves  in  all  directions,  forwards  or 
backwards,  up  or  down,  either  roUing  over  and  over 
Uke  a  twwl,  spinning  horizontally  like  a  top,  or  glid- 
ing along  smoothly  without  turning  itself  at  aU. 
when  It  pleases,  It  can  turn  round,  as  it  were  upon 
an  axis  very  nimbly  without  removing  out  of  Ita 

Elace.  It  is  tiaospatent.  except  where  the  cixcular 
lack  spots  are  shown :  it  sometimes  appears  aa  If 
dotted  with  points,  and  beset  with  short  moveable 
hairs  or  bristles,  which  are  probably  the  Instruments 
by  which  its  motions  are  performed.  Fig.  u,  ahowa 
a  species  of  animalculas  called  soles,  found  in  Infth 
slons  of  straw  and  the  oan  of  wheat ;  o,  is  the 
month,  which  is  sometimes  extended  to  a  great 
width,  p,  is  the  tall.  Pig.  16,  represents  an  anima. 
found  in  an  InfUslun  of  citron  flowers.  Its  head  la 
very  short,  and  adorned  with  iwo  horns  Uke  those 
of  a  deer ;  its  iwdy  appe  .n  to  be  covered  with 
scales,  and  its  tail  long,  and  swift  in  motion.  Fig. 
18,  represents  the  eelt  which  are  found  m  paste  and 
stale  Vinegar.  The  most  remarkable  property  of 
these  animals  is,  that  they  are  vtv^aroua.  If  one 
of  them  is  cut  through  near  the  middle,  several  oval 
bodies  of  different  sizes  issue  forth,  which  are  young 
ongtitfcB,  each  colled  up  in  its  proper  membrane. 
An  hundred  and  upwards  of  the  young  ones  havo 
been  seen  to  issue  ft-ora  the  body  of  one  single  eel, 
which  accounts  for  their  prodigious  Increase,    i 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  ramark,  that  no  en* 
graving  oan  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  otrieeta 
referred  to  above,  and,  therefore,  v^  hoover  wuhas 
to  inspect  nature  in  aU  her  minute  beautiaa  and 
vmrletwa,  must  bava  lecouno  to  the  nicioaeopa 
Itselt 
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moon  H  the  |>rliid{»al  orb  on  whoM  nir&ce  paiw  implies  an  exertion  of  power  which 
ti~u.ar  obeerratioos  can  be  made ;  and  we  6nd  6mt&  comprehension  ;->how  much  more  the  < 
thai  Its  arrangements  are  materially  difieront  tion  and  arrangement  of  such  a  vast  mnh^Iicity 
from  those  of  the  earth.  It  has  no  large  rivers,  of  objects  as  those  to  which  we  hare  just  now 
seas,  or  oceans,  nor  clouds  such  as  ours  to  di-  adverted!  For,  all 'that  immense  variety  oC 
versify  its  atmosphere.  It  has  mountains  and  beings  which  exists  in  the  animal,  vegetable, 
plains,  hiUs  and  vales,  insulated  rocks  and  ca-  and  mineral  kingdoms,  and  in  the  invisible  re- 
borns of  every  sixe  and  slu^pe ;  but  the  form  and  gions  whfeh  the  microscope  has  explored,  evin- 
arrangement  of  all  these  objects  are  altogether  ces  the  omnipotence  of  the  Deity,  no  less  than 
(fifferent  from  what  obtains  in  our  terrestrial  his  wisdom  and  intelligence.  Bat  the  ma^nt- 
•pbere.—- While,  on  our  globe,  the  ranges  of  tude,  as  well  as  the  number  and  varie^  of  ti^e 
mountains  run  nearly  in  a  line  from  east  to  west,  objects  of  creatkm,  displays  the  almighty  power 
or  from  n<Mrth  to  south,-— on  the  surfiuie  of  the  of  the  Creator.  In  this  point  <^  view,  the  dis- 
moon  they  are  formed  for  the  most  part  into  dr'  conreries  of  modem  astronomy  tend  to  aid  our 
adar  ridges,  enclosing,  like  ramparts,  plains  of  conoepticms  of  the  grandenr  cf  this  perfection, 
■B  dimensions,  from  half  a  mile  to  forty  nules  in  and  to  extend  our  views  of  the  range  of  its  op»- 
diameter.  While  on  eartli,  the  large  plains  are  rations  far  beyond  what  former  ages  could  have 
nearly  level,  and  diversiSed  merely  with  gentle  imagined.  "VVIien  we  take  a  l^surely  survey 
wavingsy— in  the  roo(»,  there  are  hundreds  of  of  the  globe  on  which  we  dwell,  and  consider  the 
plains  of  various  dimensions  ttmk,  as  it  were,  enormous  masses  of  its  continents  and  nlandi, 
nearly  two  miles  bdow  A*  gerund  lend  i^itt  mar"  the  quantity  of  water  in  its  seas  and  oceans,  the 
/bes.  On  this  orb  we  behold  insulated  moun-  lofty  ranges  of  monntains  which  rise  from  iXB 
tains,  more  than  two  miles  in  elevation,  standing  suri^ce,  die  hundreds  of  majestic  rivers  which 
alone,  like  monuments,  in  the  midst  of  plains,-—  roll  their  waters  into  the  ocean,  Ae  numerous 
circular  basins  or  caverns,  both  in  the  valleys,  orders  of  animated  beings  with  which  it  is  peo- 
and  on  the  summits  and  declivities  of  meuniains,  pled,  and  the  vast  quantity  of  matter  enclosed 
and  these  caverns,  again,  indented  with  smaller  in  its  bowels  from  every  part  of  its  circumference 
ones  of  a  similar  form,  at  the  same  time,  there  to  its  centre,  amounting  to  rnort  than  hso  Aun^ 
are  plains  &r  more  level  and  extensive  than  on  dnd  xatd  matjf  ihmiMtmd  millkmi  ofeutOctd  milm 
the  earth.  On  the  whole,  the  mountain-scenery  «— we  cannot  but  be  astonished  at  the  greatness 
on  the  lunar  sur&oe  is  far  more  diversified  and  of  that  Being  who  first  launched  it  into  existence, 
magnificent  than  on  our  globe,  and  differs  as  who  "  measures  its  waters  m  the  hollow  of  his 
much  from  terrestrial  landscapes  as  the  wastes  hand,  who  weighs  its  mountains  in  scales,  and 
and  wilds  of  America  from  the  cultivated  plains  its  hills  in  a  balance ;"  and  who  has  supported 
of  Europe.  In  short,  whSe  on  the  earth,  the  it  in  its  rapid  movements,  frcrni  age  to  age.  But, 
highest  mountains  are  tittle  more  than  four  miles  how  must  our  conceptions  of  divine  power  be 
m  height,  on  some  of  the  planets  mountains  enlarged  when  we  consider,  that  tlus  earth, 
have  been  discovered,  which  astitmomers  have  which  appears  so  great  to  the  frail  bebgs  which 
reckoned  to  be  twen^-two  miles  in  elevation.  inhabit  it,  is  only  Itice  a  small  speck  in  creation. 

If  then,  it  Is  reasonable  to  believe,  that  all  or  like  an  atom  in  the  immensity  of  space,  when 

the  worlds  in  the  universe  are  different  in  their  compared  with  the  myriads  of  worlds  of  superior 

eoostniction  and   airangements,  and  peopled  magnitude  wluch  exist  within  the  boundaries  of 

with  beings  of  diversified  ranks  and  orders—  creation !     When  we  direct  our  views  to  the 

oould  we  survey  only  a  small  portion  of  the  uqI-  planetary  system,  we  behold  three  or  four  globes, 

versa!  system—what  an  amazing  scene  would  which  appear  only  like  small  studs  on  the  vault 

it  display  of  the  conceptions  of  the  Divine  Mind  of  heaven,  yet  contain  a  quantity  of  matter  mor« 

and  ci**the  mantfold  teisdom  of  Ood  l^    Such  than  two  thousand  four  hundred  times  greater 

views,  therefore,  of  the  variety  ofnabm  are  evi-  than  that  of  the  earth,  besides  more  than  twenty 

dently  calculated  to  expand  our  conceptions  d'the  lesser  globes,  roost  of  than  larger  than  out 

divine  character,  to  excite  us  to  admiration  and  world,')'  and  several  hundreds  of  eomcfs,  of  va- 

reveronce,  to  extend  o^T  views  of  the  riches  of  di-  rious  magnitudes,  moving  in  every  direction 

vine  beneficence,  and  to  enlarge  our  hopes  of  the  through  the  depths  of  space.    The  8wn  is  a 

glories  and  felicities  of  that  fiiture  *  inheritance  body  of  such  magnitude  as  overpowers  our  fee* 

which  is  incorruptible  andwhidifadeth  not  away.'  ble  conrciotians,  and  fills  us  with  astonishment. 

6.  The  contemplation  of  nature,  through  die  Within  the  wide  circumference  of  this  luminary 

medium  of  science,  is  calculated  to  vtpand  our  more  than  a  million  of  worlds  as  large  as  ours 

ooneeptkne  rf"  the  po»er  of  the  DeUjff  <md  efthM  oould  be  contained.    Hii  body  fills  a  cubical 

mo^ni^ecfioe  of  hie  empire.    The  power  of  Ood  space  equal  to  661 ,472,000,000,000,000  miles, 

is  manifested  by  its  effects;  and  in  proportion  axMl  his  surface  more  than  40,000,000,000,  o« 

as  our  knowledge  of  these  effects  is  enlarged,  forty  thousand  millions  of  square  miies.    At  tJie 

ii9  b*  aiiMniM.    To  ««<ilf  a  nnfie  object  an  aU  ncksmd  to  k«  k^  ttnn  Um  Bulk.  ^^ 
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•t6  of  fhty  mfles  i^day,  it  woold  require  more  the  nearest  etar,  there  u  an  mterval,  ezteoding 

than  a  hundred  millioos  of  years  to  past  over  in  every  direction,  of  more  than  twenty  billions 
every  square  mile  on  his  sur&ce.    His  attrac-  .  of  miles ;  and,  it  is  highly  probaUe,  that  a  similar 

tire  energy  extends  to  several  thousands  of  mil-  space  surrounds  every  other  system.    And,  if 

Uon«  of  miles  from  his  surface,  retaining  in  their  we  take  into  consideration  the  immenuforem 

orbits  the  most  distant  planets  and  comets,  and  that  are  in  operation  throughout  the  universe— 

dispensing  light  and  heat,  and  fructifying  influ-  that  one  globe,  a  thousand  times  larser  than  the 

ence  to  more  than  a  hundred  worlds.*    What  earth,  is  flying  through  the  regions  of  immensity 

an  astonishing  idea,  then,  does  it  give  us  of  the  at  the  rate  of  thirty  thousand  miles  an  hour, 

power  of  Omnipotence,  when  we  consider,  that  another  at  the  rate  of  seventy  thousand,  and 

the  universe  is  replenished  with  innMnurahU  another  at  a  hundred  thousand  miles  an  hour, 

globes  of  a  simifair  size  and  splendour !    For  and  that  millions  of  mighty  worlds  are  thus  tra- 

every  star  which  the  naked  eye  perceives  twink-  versing  the  illimitable  spaces  of  the  firma^len^^ 

img  on  the  vault  of  heaven,  and  those  more  dis-  can  we  refrain  fi^m  exclaiming  in  the  language 

tarn  orbs  which  the  telescope  brings  to  view  of  inspiration,  "  Ghreat  and  marvellous  are  thy 

throughout  the  depths  of  immensity,  are,  doubt-  works,  Lord  God  Almighty!    Who  can  by 

less,  SUM,  no  less  in  magnitude  than  that  which  searching  find  out  God  ?    Who  can  find  out  the 

"  enlightens  our  day,'*  and  surrounded  by  a  reti-  Almighty  to  perfection  ?    Who  can  utter  the 

nue  of  revolving  worlds.    Some  of  them  have  mighty  operations  of  Jehovah?  Who  can  show 

been  reckoned  by  astronomers  to  be  even  much  forth  all  his  praise  V* 

larger  than  our  sun.  The  star  Xyro,  for  exam-  Such  a  scene  displays,  beyond  any  other  view 
pie,  is  supposed,  by  Sir  W.  Herschel,  to  be  we  can  take  of  creation,  the  fnagni^fietnct  and 
93,275,000  miles  in  diameter,  or  thirty-eight  esteiU  of  ih§  dioine  M^Mre.  Those  eountlesa 
times  the  diameter  of  the  sun ;  and,  if  so,  its  worlds  to  which  we  have  now  adverted,  are  not 
cubical  contents  will  be  S6,84i,9^,67 1,87a,  to  be  considered  as  scenes  of  sterDity  and  des^^ 
000,000,000  miles,  that  is,  more  than  Afy-four  lation,  or  as  merely  diffusing  an  useless  spleo- 
thmuumd  timet  larger  than  the  sun.  The  ntan-  dour  over  the  wikis  of  immensity,  nor  are  tn«y 
her  of  such  bodies  exceeds  all  calculation.  Sir  to  be  viewed  as  so  many  si^endid  toys  to  amuse 
W.  Herschel  perceived  in  that  portion  of  the  a  few  astronomers  in  our  diminutive  world. 
miDcy  way  which  lies  near  the  constellation  Such  an  idea  woukl  be  altogether  incoBsbtent 
Orion,  no  less  than  50,000  stars  large  enough  with  every  notion  we  ought  to  form  of  the  wis* 
to  be  distinctly  numbered,  pass  before  his  tele>  dom  and  intelligence  of  the  Deity,  and  with 
■cope  in  an  hour's  time ;  besides  twice  as  many  every  arrangement  we  perceive  in  the  scenes 
more  which  could  be  seen  on{y  now  and  then  of  nature  immediately  around  us,  where  we  be- 
by  faint  glimpses.  It  has  been  reckoned  that  hold  every  portion  of  matter  teeming  with  ij> 
nearly  a  hundred  millions  of  stars  lie  within  the  habitants.  These  huninous  and  opaque  globes 
range  of  our  telescopes.  And,  if  we  suppose  dispersed  throughout  the  regions  oif  infimts 
as  we  justly  may,  that  each  of  Uiese  suns  has  a  space,  must,  therefore,  be  considered  as  the 
hundreid  worlds  connected  with  it,  there  will  be  abodes  of  sensitive  and  intellectual  existence, 
ifinmd  Un  thmuand  ntiUionM  of  worida  in  that  where  mtelligences  of  various  ranks  and  orders 
portion  of  the  universe  vi^ich  comes  within  the  contemplate  the  glory,  and  enjoy  the  bounty  of 
range  of  human  observation,  besides  those  which  ^^^  Creator.  And  vHiat  scenes  of  divernfied 
lie  concealed  from  mwtal  eyes  in  the  unexplored  grandeur  must  we  suppose  those  mnumeraUe 
regions  of  space,  which  may  as  fiu*  exceed  all  worlds  to  display !  What  numerous  orders  and 
that  are  visible,  as  the  waters  in  the  caverns  of  gradations  of  intellectual  natures  must  the  uni> 
the  ocean  exceed  in  magnitude  a  sin^e  particle  verse  contain,  since  so  much  variety  is  di»- 
of  vapour!  played  in  every  department  of  our  sublunary 

Of  such  numbers  and  magnitudes  we  can  form  system !    What  boundle$i  tnfetf^cnes.  is  implied 

BO  adequate  conception.    The  mind  is  bewil-  in  the  Mpwrintmdtneo  of  such  vast  dominions ! 

dered,  confounded,   and  utterly  overwhehned  Gn  such  subjects  the  human  mind  can  form  oo 

when  it  attempts  to  grasp  the  magnitude  of  the  ^t^mte  conceptions.    The  most  vigorous  ima^ 

universe,  or  to  form  an  idea  of  the  omnipotent  ginatbn,  m  its  lolKest  flights,  drops  its  wing 

^eri^  which  brought  it  into  existence.    The  ^nd  sinks  into  inanity  before  the' splendours  of 

amplitude  of  the  eoaU  on  which  the  systems  of  the  the  "  King  eternal,  immortal,  and  mvisible,  who 

miiverse  are  constructed  tends  likewise  to  ele-  dwells  in  the  Ught  unapproachable,"  when  h 

vate  our  conceptions  of  the  grandeur  of  the  attempts  to  form  a  picture  of  the  magnificence 

Deity.    Between  every  one  of  the  planetary  of  the  universe  which  he  has  created.    But  off 

bodies  there  intervenes  a  space  of  many  miU  this  we  are  certain,  that  over  all  this  boundless 

Kons  of  miles  in  extent.    Between  the  sun  and  scsno  of  creation^  and  over  ail  the  ranks  of  be- 

,  -.      ^  ^        _       ,    .  ^.  *»«•  ^^^  which  it  is  replenished,  his  moral  go- 

•The   ptanetarr  sr«tera.  Inclodlag  the  OOmeCt  mrnnumt  ATtMda     TCmrTmAtinn  nTtkA  m.te2.l 

witftJn  more  tban  a  hoadred  bodies  dspendvit  on  '•""■•■t  extends.  i!.Tery  motian  ortbe  matenaJ 

tiM  sun.  flvstem.  trvrr  motremcnt  arooBH  the  rational 
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ud   tentiMit  bemgi  it  contaiiw,  and  every  ceptione  of  the  Divinity  to  which  we  have 

thought  and  perception  that  paasee  through  the  vortedi  unleaa  we  comply  with  the  requindoM 

mind*  of  the  unmin^iered  iatelligeDcea  which  of  the  sacred  writers,  to  *' meditate  on  all  his 

people  aB  worids,  are  intimately  known,  and  for  works,  to  oonmier  the«operations  o€hia  hands,  tc 

ever  present  to  his  omniscient  eye,  and  all  d>-  speak  of  the  glory  of  lus  kingdom,**  and  to  talk 

rooted  to  aocoo^itish  the  designs  of  his  universal  of  his  "power,**  in  order  that  we  may  he  quaU- 

providence  and  the  eternal  purposes  of  his  will,  fied  '*  to  make  known  to  the  sons  of  men  his 

('  He  hath  prepared  his  Uirmu  in  the  Aeovens,  his  mighty  operations,  and  the  glorious  majesty  of 

kingdom  nieth  over  all,**  and  "  he  doth  accord-  his  kingdom.** 

ing  to  his  wiU  among  the  armies  of  heaven,**  as  How  very  diflferent,  then,  from  the  views  now 
well  as  **  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.*'  stated,  must  'be  the  conceptions  formed  of  the 
"  The  host  ofheaven  wiMrshippeth  him, — all  his  Divinity,  by  those  whose  range  of  thought  is 
works^in  all  places  of  his  dominions,  praise  him.  chiefly  confined  to  the  objects  that  lie  wiUiin  a 
His  kingdom  is  an  everlasting  kingdom,  and  of  few  imles  of  thoir  habitation,  and  how  limited 
his  government  there  shall  be  no  end.**  At  the  •  ideas  must  they  entertain  of  divine  perfection! 
same  moment  he  is  displaying  the  glory  of  his  For  the  view  that  any  one  entertains  of  the 
power  and  intelligence  to  worlds  lar  beyond  the  nature  and  attributes  of  GKmI,  must,  in  some  de- 
reach  of  mortal  eyes,  presiding  over  the  coon-  gree,  correspond  to  the  knowledge  be  has  ae- 
cils  of  nations  on  earth,  and  supporting  the  in-  quired  of  the  visible  effects  of  his  power,  wisdom, 
visible  animalcula  in  a  drop  of  water.  **  In  and  benevolence ;  since  it  is  only  by  the  sensible 
him"  all  beings,  from  the  archangel  to  the  manifestations  of  Deity,  either  through  the  me< 
worm,  "  live  aod  move,"  and  on  him  they  de-  dium  of  nature  or  revelation,  that  we  know  any 
pend  for  all  that  happiness  they  now  possess,  thing  at  all  about  his  nature  and  perfections, 
or  ever  will  enjoy,  utole  eternal  ages  are  roll-  And,  therefore,  if  our  views  of  the  manifnUk' 
ing  on.  iiont  of  the  Divini^  be  limited  and  obscure,  such 

Sodi  views  of  the  omnipotence  of  the  Deity  will  Bkewise  be  our  views  of  the  Divinity  him- 

andof  the  grandeur  of  his  empire,  are  calculated  self.    It  is  owing  to  the  want  of  attention  to  suck 

not  only  to  expand  oar  oonoeptions  of  his  attrn  considerations,   that  many  worthy  Christians 

botes,  but  to  enliven  our  hopes  in  relation  to  are  found  to  entertain  very  confosed  and  distort 

the  enjoyments  of  the  future  world.    For  we  bo-  ed  ideas  of  the  character  of  the  Deity,  of  the  re> 

hold  a  prospect   boundless  as  immensity,  in  quisitions  of  his  word,  and  of  the  arrangementi 

wbdtk  the  human  soul  may  for  ever  expatiate,  <^  his  universal  providence.    And  is  it  not  an 

and  contemplate  new  scenes  of  glory  and  feli-  oligect  much  to  be  desired,  that  the  great  body  d 

dty  oontinually  bursting  on  the  view,  "  worid  mankind  shouki  be  more  fully  enlightened  in  tht 

without  end.**  knowledge  of  their  Creator  ?    The  knowledge 

Such  are  some  of  the  views  of  the  Deity  which  of  God  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  religion,  and 

the  works  of  nature,  when  contem[dated  through  of  aU  our  prospects  in  reference  to  the  eternal 

the  medium  of  science,  are  calculated  to  unfold,  worid,  and  it  must  surely  be  a  highly  desirable 
They  demonstrate  the  unity  of  God,  his  mtdom  •  attainment  to  acquire  as  glorious  and  expansive 

and  intelligence,<— 4us  boumlless  ftetisvoltnee,-—  an  idea  of  the  object  of  our  adoration,  as  the 

the  va»t  mwMpf/ctiy  of  ideaa  vokidi  have  taiaUd  finite  capacity  of  our  intellects  is  capable  of  com- 

Mi  iktt  mmd  /rem  etemtfy,— his  alnd^Uy  powers  prehendmg.    Such  views  as  we  have  now  ex- 

and  the  magnifieenee  of  his  empire.     These  hibited  of  die  wisdom,  power,  and  beneficence  of 

views  are  in  perfect  unison  with  the  declarations  the  Deity,  and  of  the  magnificence  and  varie^ 

of  the  sacred  oracles ;  they  illustrate  many  of  of  his  works,  were  they  communicated  to  the 

the  sublime  sentiments  of  die  inspired  writers;  generality  of  mankind  and  duly  appreciated, 

they  throw  a  light  on  the  moral  government  <^  would  not  only  interest  their  affections  and  in* 

Gk)d,  and  elevate  our  conceptions  of  the  extent  crease  their  intellectual  enjoyment,  but  wooUi 

of  his  dominions ;  they  aiford  a  tmtUtU  repre-  enable  them  to  understand  the  meaning  and  re- 

aentation  of  the  infinity  and  immensity  of  the  ferences  of  many  sublime  passages  in  the  volume 

divine  nature,  in  so  far  as  finite  minds  are  ca-  of  inspiration  which  they  are  apt  either  to  over- 

pable  of  contemplating  such  perfections ;  and,  look  or  to  misinterpret.    Such  views,  likewise, 

when  omsidered  hi  connexion  with  the  scriptu-  would  naturally  inspire  them  with  revcrewcs  and 

ral  character  of  Deity  and  the  other  truths  of  ad&ratun  of  the  Divine  Majesty,  with  gratihuU' 

revelation,  are  calculated  "  to  make  the  man  of  for  hb  wise  and  benevolent  arrangements,— with 

God  perfect  and  thoroughly  furnished  unto  every  eomplaemejf  in  hii  administration  as  the  moral 

good  work.**    As  the  worlu  of  God  without  the  Gbvemor  of  the  world,— with  a  firm  nlimt€$  on 

assistance  of  his  word,  are  insnflkient  to  give  us  hi*  prcmdenHal  ear*  fbr  every  thing  requisite  to 

a  flPSipMs  view  of  his  character  and  the  princi-  their  happiness,  and  with  an  earnest  desire  t« 

pies  of  his  moral  government,  so  the  bare  read-  yield  a  cordial  e6edlie>ios  to  his  righteous  laws, 

ing  of  the  Scriptures  is  insuflkient  to  convey  to  At  the  same  time,  they  would  be  qualified  to  da* 

ear  minds  those  diversified  and  exoansive  ooo-  dire  to  others  "  the  glorious  honour  of  ^ 
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M^9^t  to  vUer  abondaady  the  memory  of  hb  tions,  so  that  none  of  them  be  iaeoherant  with 

great  foodnen,  and  to  epeak  of  all  hit  wonderful  the  rest.    They  must  all  be  performed  on  the 

vork^'  same  principles,  with  the  same  designs,  and  by 

the  same  rule.    To  a  man  who  perceivee  tnith 

-  and  loves  it,  every  incongruity  ijid  every  want 

of  consistency  between  sentiment  and  action, 

SECTION  yil.  produces  a  disagreeable  and  painful  sensation!; 

and,  consequently,  he  who  clearly  pwceives  the 

oir  TBS   BxirxnciAL   srrxors  or  kvow*  rule  of  right,  and  acts  in  direct  opposition  to  it, 

LSDos  OH  MOKAL  PRiiTCiFLB  AJTD  C0H«  does  violence  to  hisdature,  and  must  be  subjoct- 

DUCT.  ed  to  feelings  and  remorses  of  conscience  &r 

more  painful  than  those  of  the  man  whose  mind 

SirowLSDaK  is  valnaUe  chiefiy  m  propor-  is  sfanxided  in  ignorance.    It  is  true,  indeed, 

turn  as  it  k  practieal  and  useful.    It  dispels  the  that  proficiency  in  knowledge  and  in  the  prac- 

Hbrkness  wUch  naturally  broods  over  the  human  tice  of  true  morality,  do  not  always  proceed  vnth 

andecatanding,  and  dissq>atefl  a  thousand  super-  equal  pace.    But,  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that 

utitious  notions  and  idle  terrors  by  which  it  has  every  action  that  is  truly  virtuous  is  bounded  on 

been  frequently  held  in  cruel  bondage.    It  in-  knowledge,  and  is  the  result  of  scrutiny  and 

vigorates  and  expands  the  intellectual  faculties,  choice  durected  by  truth ;  otherwise,  what  is 

•1^  directs  diem  to  their  proper  objects.    It  termed  virtue,  woidd  be  only  the  effect  of  ne- 

fllovates  the  mind  in  die  scale  c^  rational  exist-  cessity,  of  constraint,  or  of  mechanical  habits. 

«noe,  by  enlarging  its  views  and  refining  its  We  need  not,  therefore,  fear,  that  the  dominion 

pleasures.    It  gratifies  the  desire  of  the  soul  of  virtue*  will  be  contracted,  or  her  influence 

nr  perpetual  activity,  and   renders  its  aetip  dimmished,  by  an  enlargement  of  the  kingdom 

vities   subservient  to   the   embellishment  of  .of  tight  and  knowledge.    They  are  inseparably 

life  and  the  improvement  of  society.     It  un-  connected,  their  empire  is  one  and  the  same, 

veils  the  beauties  and  sublimities  of  nature,  widi  and  the  true  votaries  of  the  one  will  also  be  the 

which  the  heavens  and  the  earth  are  adorn-  true  votaries  of  the  other.   And,  therefore,  every 

sd,  and  sets  befiMre  us  the  "Book  of  God,"  in  one  that  sincerely  loves  mankind  and  desires 

which  we  may  trace  the  lineaments  of  his  cha-  their  moral  improvement,will  diffuse  li^t  around 

racter  and  the  ways  of  his  providence.  .  It  ag-  him  as  extensively  as  he  can,  without  the  least 

gniadiees  our  ideas  of  the  omnipotence  of  Deity,  fear  of  its  ultimate  consequences;  since  he 

and  unfekls  to  us  the  riches  of  his  benefKonce,  knovrs  for  certain,  that  in  all  cases  whatever, 

and  the  depths  of  his  wisdom  and  intelligence.  wisd<Mn  excels  fblly,  and  light  is  better  than 

And,  in  the  exercise  of  our  powers  on  such  ob-  darkness.    The  following  observations  will  per- 

jects,  we  experience  a  thousand  deUghtfel  emo-  haps  tend  more  particularly  to  comfirm  and  elu- 

Cions  and  eiyoyments  to  which  the  unenlightened  ddate  these  positions* 

multitude  are  entire  strangers.    All  such  aeti-  1.  Jgnor<meei$ontprinetpalanueeiihe'vnJii 

vities  and  enjoyments  may  be  reckoned  among  of  virtue,  and  qf  (he  tmnwratitiea  tiJiieh  abovnd 

the  practical  advantages  of  knowledge.  m  the  tomid.    Were  we  to  take  a  survey  of  the 

But  there  is  no  api^catibn  of  knowledge  more  moral  state  of  die  world,  as  delineated  in  the 

Interesting  and  important  than  its  practical  bearw  history  of  nations,  or  as  depicted  by  modern 

ings  on  nioral  principle  and  action.    If  it  were  voycgers  and  travellers,  we  should  find  abundant 

not  calculated  to  proiduce  a  beneficial  effect  on  illustiation  of  the  truth  of  this  remark.    We 

|he  state  of  morals  and  the  intercourses  of  gene-  should  find,  in  almost  every  mstance,  that  ijoio* 

ral  society,  the  utility  of  its  general  diffusion  ranee  of  the  character  of  the  true  GKxl,  and&lse 

might,  with  some  show  of  reason,  be  called  in  conceptions  of  the  nature  of  the  worship  and 

question.    But,  there  cannot  be  the  slightest,  service  he  requires,  have  led  not  only  to  the 

doubt,  that  an  increase  of  knowledge  would  be  most  obscene  practices  and  immoral  lamina- 

productive  of  an  increase  of  moral  order,  and  an  tions,  but  to  the  perpetration  of  the  most  horrid 

improvement  in  moral  conduct.     For  truth,  in  cruelties.    We  hav^  only  to  turn  our  eyes  to 

thaufhi  and  eenHnutaf  leads  to  trudi  m  action.  Hindostan,  to  Tartazy,  Dahomy,  Benin,  Ashan- 

The  man  who  is  in  the  habit  of  investigating  tee,  and  other  petty  states  in  Africa ;  to  New 

truth,  and  who  rejoices  in  it  when  ascertained,  Zealand,  the  Marquesas,  the  San^Iwich  islands, 

cannot  be  indifferent  to  iu  application  to  conduct,  and  to  the  Society  isles  in  the  Southern  Pacific, 

There  must  be  truth  in  his  actions ;  they  most  prior  to  their  late  moral  transformation,  in  ordet 
be  the  expression,  the  proof,  and  the  effect  of 

his  sentiments  and  affections,  in  order  diat  ho  .  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  p,^^^  ^^  wherever  the  term 

niay  approve  of  them,  and  be  satisfied  that  they  occurs,  I  understand,  conduct  reeulated  by  the  law 

are  strliiow,  or  accordant  widi  die  relations  ofOod,  Including  Jwih  the  external  aetion  and  the 

.k;^  -.k.;  J  •».«.«  «.»»i  •  <M»f.     Tkmrm  mnaft  pTtncipU  wheuce  It  flows ;  In  other  words.  Christian 

whidi  subsist  among  moral  agents.    There  must  aaoralfty,  or  that  Aotffiest  which  the  Soflpturu 

Ikawiss  bs  a  tnidi  or  harmony  between  hts  ac*  wjioIil 
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In  b«  eonriiiced  of  th»  nMlaDohaty  truth.    The  and  crime,  it  appears  a  natural  and  necessary 

isstiuction  of  new-born  infants,— ^hebunung  of  inference,  that  the  general  diffusion  of  know- 

Jmg  women  upon  the  dead  bodies  of  thev  bus-  ledge  would  tend  to  counteract  its  influence  and 

bands, — the  drowning  of  aged  parent^,— the  operations.    For  when  we  remove  the  cmue  of 

offering  of  human  victims  in  sacrifice,--the  tor-  any  evil,  we,  of  course,  prevent  the  effttU  i  and 

taring  to  death  of  prisoners  taken  in  battled—the  not  only  so,  but  at  the  same  time  bring  into  ope- 

murder  i^inlants  and  the  obscene  abominations  ration  aQ  those  virtues  which  knowledge  has  a 

of  the  societies  of  the  Aittoy  in  OtoAsito  and  tendency  to  produce. 

other  islands,  and  the  dreadful  effect!  of  ambi-        2.  Knowledge  is  requinteCnr  ascertaiaingthe 
tioik,  treachery,  and  revenge,  which  so  fre-  true  principles  of  moral  action,  and  the  duties 
oueatly  accompany  such  practices,  are  only  a  we  ought  to  perform.    Numerous  are  the  trea- 
mw  specimens  of  the  consequences  of  ignorance  tises  which  have  been  vrritten,  and  various  the 
combined  with  human  depravity.    It  is  likewise  opinions  which  have  been  entertained,  both  in 
to  ignorance  chiefly  that  the  vices  of  the  ancient  ancient  and  modem  times,  respecting  the  fouD- 
jMgan  workl  are  to  be  attributed.  To  this  cause  dation  of  virtue  and  the  rules  of  human  conduct, 
the  apostle  of  the  Grentiles  ascribes  the  inmKMra*  And  were  we  to  investigate  the  different  theo* 
lities  of  the  heathen  nations.    "  The  Gentiles,*'  ries  which  have  been  formed  on  this  subject,  to 
says  Paul,  ^  having  the  understanding  darkened  weigh  the  arguments  which  have  been  brought 
through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them,  have  forvnud  in  support  of  each  hypothesis,  and  to 
given  themselves  over  unto  lasciviousness,  to  balance  the  various  conflicting  opinions  which 
work  all  manner  of  undeanness  with  greedi-  different  philosc^hers  have  msintained,  a  c<m- 
oess."'*'    And,  in  another  part  of  his  writings,  siderable  portion  of  human  life  would  be  wasted 
he  declares,  *'  Because  they  did  not  like  to  re-  before  we  arrived  at  any  satisfactory  conclo- 
tain  God  in  their  knowledge,  they  were  given  sioos.    But  if  we  take  the  system  of  revelation 
up  to  a  reprobate  mind,"  or  a  mind  void  vf  for  ow  guide  in  the  science  of  morab,  we  shall 
jiidgnunt ;  and  the  consequence  was,  "  they  be  enabled  to  arrive,  by  a  short  process,  at  the 
were  filled  with  all  unrighteousness,  fornication,  inost  important  and  satisfactory  results.    Wo 
wickedness,  covetousness,  maliciousness,  envy,  «haU  find,  that,  after  all  the  theories  which  have 
mui Jer,  deceit,  and  malignity  ;'*    diey   were  ^>eeik  proposed,  and  the  systems  which  have 
''backbiters,  haters  of  God,  proud,  boasters,  in*  been  reared  by  ethical  philoe<^hers,  the  8i^ 
Temors  of  evil  things,  disobedient  to  parents,  prsme  Lawgiver  has  comprised  the  essence  of 
without  understanding,  without  natural  affection,  ^ni*  morality  under  two  commands,  or  funda- 
implacable,  and  unmerciful."!    And,  if  we  turn  mental  principles,  "  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord 
our  eyes  to  the  state  of  society  around  us,  we  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,"  and  **  Thou  shalt 
shall  find  that  the  same  cause  has  produced  the  ^^  thy  neighbour  as  thyself."    On  these  two 
same  effects.    Among  what  class  do  we  find  commandments  rests  the  whole  duty  of  man. 
sobriety,  temperance,  rectitude  of  conduct,  b<^        Now,  although  the  leading  ideas  contained  in 
nesty,  active  beneficence,  and  abstmence  firom  these  commands  are  rimple  and  obvious  to  every 
the  grosser  vices  most  fi-equently  to  prevail  ?  Is  mo  who  considers  them  attentively,  yet  it  n~ 
it  among  igiKxrant  and  grovelling  minds  ?    Is  it  quires  certain  haUts  of  reflection  and  aconside- 
Dot  among  the  wise  ai^  intelligent,  those  who  ^*^^  portion  of  knowledge,  to  be  enabled  to 
have  been  properly  instructed  in  their  duty,  and  tnce  these  laws  or  principles  to  all  their  legv> 
in  the  principles  of  moral  action?    And,  who  timate  consequences,  and  tofoDow  them  in  all 
are  those  that  are  found  most  firequently  engaged  ^^vr  ramifications,  and  in  their  bearings  on  hu- 
in  fighting,  brawling,  and  debauchery,  in  the  "oan  conduct,  and  on  the  actions  of  all  moral 
commission  of  thefl  and  other  petty  crimes,  and  intelligences.    For,  it  can  easily  be  shown,  that 
in  rioting  in  low  houses  of  dissipation  ?    Are  these  laws  are  so  comprehensive  as  to  reach 
tliey  not,  for  the  most  part,  the  rude,  the  igno-  svery  possible  moral  action,  to  prevent  every 
rant,  and  untutored, — ^those  whose  instruction  moral  evil,  and  to  secure  the  happiness  of  every 
has  been  neglected  by  their  parents  or  guardi-  moral  agent,— that  all  the  duties  inculcated  in 
ans,  or  whose  wayward  tempers  have  led  them  ^^  Bible,  whidi  we  owe  to  God,  to  our  follow- 
to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  reproofs  of  wisdom?  creatures,  and  to  ourselves,  are  comprehended 
From  all  the  investigations  which  of  late  have  m  diem,  and  are  only  so  many  ramifications  of 
been  inade  into  the  state  of  unmorality  and  these  general  and  fundamental  principles,— that 
crime,  it 'is  found,  that  gross  ignorance,  and  its  they  are  equally  adapted  to  men  oo  earth  and  to 
necessary  concomitant,  grovelling  affections,  are  •ngeila  in  heaven,— fhat  their  control  extends  tc 
the  general  characteristics  of  those  who  are  ei>-  the  inhabitants  of  all  worlds,— that  they  form 
gaged  in  criminal  pursuits,  and  most  deeply  sunk  the  basu  of  the  order  and  happiness  of  the  whole 
ni  vicious  faidulgence.    Now,  if  it  be  a  hct  that  intelligent  system— and  that  their  authority  and 
igoofmnce  ii  one  priac^ia]  source  of  immorality  influence  will  extend  not  only  throu|^  9Ji  the 

revolutions  of  time,  but  through  all  the  ages  of 

It.  II.  II.  t  Bonu  I.  M.  »•  eternity.    Here,  then,  we  have  a  subjoct 
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'iBt9d  to  ezaieise  th«  highest  povrers  of  intelli-  thoAe  moral  precepts  which  are  laid  befero  them 

genee,  and  the  more  we  inTestigate  it  the  more  as  the  rule  of  their  conduct,  they  would  perceive 

shall  we  admire  the  comprehensiye  nature  of  a  most  powerful  motive  to  universal  obedience, 

that  "  law  which  is  exceeding  broad/'  and  the  They  would  plainly  see,  that  all  the  laws  of  God 

more  shall  we  be  disposed  to  eompiy  with  its  are  calculated  to  secure  the  happiness  of  every 

divine  requisitions.    But  unless  we  be,  in  some  moral  agent  who  yields  obedience  to  them,— 

measure,  acquainted  with  the  first  principles  of  that  it  is  their  inten$t  to  yield  a  voluntary  sub- 

mwal  action,  and  their  numerous  bearings  upon  mission  to  these  laws,— -and  that  nutery  both 

life  and  conduct,  we  cannot  expect  to  make  rapid  here  and  hereafter,  is  the  certain  and  nscestory 

advances  in  the  path  of  virtue,  or  to  reach  the  consequence  of  their  violation.    It  is  a  oxnmoo 

sublimer  heights  of  moral  improvement.  feeling  with  a  considerable  portion  of  mankind^ 

S.  Knowledge,  combined  with  halMts  <^think-  thou^  seldom  expressed  in  words,  that  the  laws 

ing,  would  lead  to  inquiries  into  the  reasons  of  of  heaven  are  too  strict  and  unbending,— that 

Chose  moral  laws  which  the  Creator  has  pro-  they  interfere  with  what  they  consider  their 

mulgated,  and  the  f(mndalion§  on  which  they  pleasures  and  enjoyments,  anid  that  if  one  or 

rest,  it  is  an  opinion  which  very  generally  pre-  more  of  them  could  be  a  little  modified  or  re- 

vails,  even  among  the  more  respectable  portion  laxed,  they  would  have  no  objections  to  attempt 

of  mankind,  that  the  moral  laws  given  forth  to  a  compliance  with  the  rest.    But  such  feelings 

men  are  the  mere  dieiaUM  qf  Sowngnbft  And  ^nd  sentiments  are  altogether  preposterous  and 

depend  solely  on  the  urill  of  the  Deity,  and,  con-  absurd.    It  would  be  inconsistent  not  only  with 

sequently,  that  they  might  be  modified,  or  even  the^  rectitude,  but  with  the  benevoUnei  of  the 

entirely  superseded,  were  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Deity,  to  set  aside  or  to  relax  a  single  requisi« 

Supreme  Legislator  to  alter  them  or  to  suspend  tioQ  of  that  law  which  is  "pet/ed**  and  which| 

their  authori^.    But  this  is  a  most  absurd  and  **  it  now  stands^  is  calculated  to  promote  the 

dangerous  position.    It  would  take  away  fi-om  happiness  of  all  worlds.    Were  he  to  do  so,  and 

tbo  inheniU  esotUenes  of  virtue,  and  would  re-  to  permit  moral  agents  to  act  accordingly,  it 

present  the  Divine  Being  as  acting  on  princi-  would  be  nothing  less  than  to  shut  up  the  path  to 

pies  similar  to  those  of  an  Eastern  despot,    if  happiness,  and  to  open  the  flood-gates  of  raiseiy 

such  a  position  were  true,  it  would  follow,  that  upon  the  intelligent  universe.    Hence  we  are 

all  the  immoralities,  cruelties,  oppressions,  wars,  told  by  Him  who  came  to  fiilfil  the  law,  that, 

and  butcheries  that  have  taken  {dace  in  the  sooner  may  "  heaven  and  earth  pass  away,"  or 

world,  are  equally  excellent  and  amiaUe  as  the  whole  (rany  of  nature  be  dissolved,  than  that 

truth,  justice,  virtue,  and  benevolence,  and  that  *'  one  jot  or  one  tittle  can  pass  from  this  law." 

the  character  of  infernal  fiends  is  just  as  lovely  FoTf  as  it  is  founded  on  the  nature  of  God,  and 

and  praiseworthy  as  that  of  angels  and  archan-  on  the  relations  which  subsist  between  Him  and 

fels,  provided  the  Deity  wUltd  that  siie&  a  ehahg^  created  beings,  it  must  be  absolntely  perfect  and 

thtnddtakeplaot.  Were  such  a  change  possible,  of  eternal  obligation ;  and,  consequently,  nothing 

it  would  not  only  overturn  all  the  notions  we  are  oould  be  taken  firom  it,  without  destroying  its 

aixsustomed  to  entertain  respecting  the  moral  perfection,  nor  any  thmg  added  to  it,  without 

attributes  of  Grod,  but  might  ultimately  destroy  supposing   that   it  was   originally  impeifeet. 

our  hopes  of  future  enjoyment,  and  endanger  the  Were  the  bulk  of  mankind,  therefore,  capable 

happiness  of  the  whole  moral  universe.    But,  of  entering  into  the  spirit  of  such  investigations, 

there  is  an  inherent  excellence  in  moral  virtue,  end  qualified  to  perceive  the  trUe  foundations  of 

and  the  I>eity  has  willed  it  to  exist,  because  it  is  moral  actions ;  were  they,  for  example,  dearly 

essential  to  the  happiness  and  order  of  the  intel-  to  perceive,  that  tniUi  is  Uie  bond  of  society,  and 

ligent  system.    It  might  be  shown,  that  not  only  ^e  foundation  of  all  delightfiil  intercourse  among 

the  two  fimdamental  principles  c£  religion  and  intelligent  beings  in  every  world,  and  that,  were 

morality  stated  above,  but  all  the  moral  precepts  the  law  which  enjoins  it  to  be  reversed,  and  ra- 

whicb  flow  fimn  them,  are  founded  on  the  nature  tional  creatures  to  act  accordingly,  aJl  oonfi- 

of  God,  and  on  the  relations  which  subsirt  dence  would  be  completely  destroyed,— the  in- 

among  intelligent  agenU,  and  that,  were  they  habitants  of  all  worlds  thrown  into  a  sUte  of 

reversed,  or  tfieir  influence  suspended,  misery  untverstil  anarchy,  and  creation  transformed 

would  reign  uncontrolled  through  the  universe,  into  a  chaoe, — such  views  and  sentiments  could 

and  in  the  course  of  ages  the  whole  moral  and  not  fail  of  producing  a  powerful  and  beneficial 

intelligent  system  would  be  annihilated.*  faifluence  on  the  state  of  morals,  and  a  profound 

Now,  if  men  were  accustomed  to  investigate  reverence  and  respect  for  that  law  "  whidi  is 

the  foundations  of  morality,  and  the  reasons  of  holy,  just,  and  good.** 

4.  Knowledge,  in  oombinatioo  with  habits  Q< 

•  Fyir  a  full  mustrBCton  of  these  peslttons,  and  a  '•flection,  wmldUodte  te^-wamnathn  mdte^- 

variety  of  topics  connected  with  them,  the  author  ifupeoHon,    The  indolent  and  untutored  mind 

hew  to  refPT  his  TO^A^in  to  %  work  which  ho  lately  aKinMi  •n  A«Artinn  t^ltm  <ni«niM»tiinl  ^MiltUa  •■ul 

roMtehed.  enriiM  "  rv  PMi^phi^  nf  R^ifion,  or  "„       .**'  •»"ion  « Its  mtellectual  faculties,  and 

mttttMetniien  o/ou  2imu  Law  of  the  Unitfer^'*  ul  senoua  reflecUoo  on  what  passes  within  tl« 
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srhMaretetioiitomonl  chvictcr  andeondoct.  ieriously  conducted,  would  necemariljr  lead  to 
It '»  incap&Uo  of  inyestigating  it«  own  powera,  the  most  beneficial  moral  results.  In  leading  ua 
of  detennining  the  manner  in  which  they  should  to  a  knowledge  of  our  errors  and  defects,  ue^ 
c^erate,  or  of  ascertaining  the  secret  springs  of  would  teach  us  the  excellency  of  humiU^,  thie 
its  actions.    Yet,  without  a  habit  of  reflection  reasonableness  of  thisyirtuey  imd  the  foundatioa 
and  seltezaminatioa,  we  cannot  attain  a  know-  on  which  it  rests,  and  <^  course,  the  ibUy  oC 
ledge  of  ourselTes,  acui,  without  selfJcnowlodge,  pride,  and  of  all  those  haughty  and  supercilious 
we  cannot  apply  aright  our  powers  and  capaci-  tempers  which  are  productiye  of  so  much  mis- 
ties,  correct  our  foilhigs  and  defects,  or  advance  chief  and  unhappiness,  both  in  the  hi^er  and 
to  higher  degrees  of  improrement  in  knowledge  the  tower  spheres  of  life.  Pride  is  uniiormly  the 
and  virtue.    In  order  to  ascertain  our  state,  our  offspring  of  sel^ignorance.    For,  if  a  man  wtU 
character}  and  our  duty,  such  inquiries  as  the  but  turn  his  eyes  witlun,  and  tlMirougfaly  scniti- 
foHowing  must  frequently  and  seriously  be  the  nke  himself,  so  as  to  perceive  his  errors  and 
subject  of  o<»sideratioB.    What  rank  do  I  hcUd  follies,  and  die  germs  of  vice  wluch  lodge  in  his 
in  Uie  scale  of  being,  and  what  place  do  I  occupy  heart,  as  well  as  the  low  rank  he  hoUs  in  the 
in  the  empire  of  Qod  ?    Am  I  merely  a  sensi-  scale  of  creation,  he  woidd  see  enough  to  teach 
ttve  creature,  or  am  I  also  endowed  with  moral  him  humbleness  of  mind,  and  to  render  a  im>ud 
and  intellectual  powers?    In  what  relations  do  disposition  odfious  and  detestable,  andinconsie- 
I  stand  to  my  fettow-creatures,  and  what  duties  tent  with  the  delations  in  which  be  stands  to  his 
do  i  owe  them  ?    What  is  my  ultimate  destine-  Creator,  to  his  fellow-creatures,  and  to  the  uni- 
tion?    Is  it  merely  to  pass  a  few  years  m  eating  verse   at  large.    Such  mental  investigalions 
and  drinking,  in  motion  and  rest,  like  the  lower  would  also  lead  to  self-possession,  under  sJETronti 
aninuds,  or  am  I  designed  for  another  and  a  and  injuries,  and  amidst  the  hurry  and  disorder 
higher  sphere  of  existence  ?    In  what  relation  of  the  passions, — to  charity,  candour,  meekness, 
do  I  stand  to  my  Creator,  and  what  homage,  and  moderation,  in  regard  to  the  sentiments  and 
submissi(»,  and  obedience  ought  I  to  yield  to  conduct  of  others,  to  the  exercise  of  selMenial, 
himf    What  are  the   talents  and  capacities  todeconmi  and  consistency  of  character,  to  a 
with  which  I  am  endowed,  and  how  shall  I  ap-  wise  and  steady  cfxiduct  in  life,  and  to  an  intel* 
ply  them  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  ligent  performance  of  the  offices  of  piet^  and  the 
given  me  ?    What  are  the  weaknesses  amd  de-  duties  of  religion.    But  how  can  we  ever  expect 
fieieneies  to  which  I  am  suBject,  and  how  are  that  an  ignorant  uncultivated  mind,  unaoeus* 
they  to  be  remedied  f    What  are  the  vices  and  tomed  to  a  regular  train  of  rational  thought,  can 
follies  to  which  I  am  inclined,  and  by  what  enter,  with  spirit  and  intelligence,  on  the  process 
means  may  they  be  counteracted  ?    What  are  of  self-examination?    It  requires  a  certain  po^ 
the  temptations  to  which  I  am  exposed,  and  how  tion,  at  least,  of  information,  and  a  habit  of  r^ 
shall  they  be  withstood  ?    What  are  the  secret  flection,  before  a  man  can  be  qualified  to  engage 
springs  of  my  actions,  and  by  what  laws  and  in  such  an  exercise ;  and  these  qualificatiooe 
motives  are  they  regulated  ?    What  are  the  can  omy  be  attained  by  the  exercise  which  the 
tempers  and  dispositions  which  I  most  frequently  mind  receives  in  the  acquisition  of  general  know* 
indulge,  and  are  they  accordant  with  the  rules  ledge. — If,  then,  it  be  admitted,  that  so^igno* 
of  rectitude  and  virtue  ?    What  aret  the  preju-  ranee  is  the  original  spring  of  all  the  follies  and 
dices  I  am  apt  to  entertain,  and  by  what  means  incongruities  we  beh<rfd  in  the  diaracten  of 
may  they  be  subdued  ?  What  are  the  affections  men,  and  the  cause  of  all  that  vanity,  censori* 
and  appetites  in  which  I  indulge,  and  are  they  ousness,  malignancy,  and  vice  which  abound 
regulated  by  the  dictates  of  reason  and  the  law  in  the  world ;  and,  if  setfknowledge  would  tend 
of  God  ?    What  are  my  great  and  governing  to  counteract  such  immoral  dispositions,  we 
views  m  life  ?    Are  they  correspcmdent  to  the  must  endeavour  to  communicate  a  certain  poi^ 
wiQ  of  my  Creator,  and  to  the  eternal  destina^  tion  oflcnowledge  to  mankind,  to  6tthem  for  the 
ti(»i  that  awaits  me  ?    Wherein  do  I  place  my  exercise  c^selAexamination  ajMi  s«tf>inspeetion, 
highest  happiness  ?    In  the  pleasures  of  sense,  before  we  can  expect  that  the  moral  world  wiB 
or  in  the  plesjnires  of  mtellect  and  religion,— in  be  renovated,  and  "  all  faiiquity,  ta  ashamed, 
the  creature  or  m  the  Creator?    How  have  I  hide  its  head,  and  stop  its  mouth.** 
hitherto  employed  my  moral  powers  and  capa-  6.  Knowledge,  by  expanding  die  mind,'wiD 
cities  ?    How  do  I  stand  affected  towards  my  enable  it  to  take  a  dear  and  comprehensive  view 
brethren  of  mankind?    Do  I  hate,  or  envy,  or  of  the  motives,  bearings,  tendencies,  and  eonse* 
despise  any  of  diera  ?    Do  I  grudge  them  pros-  quences  of  moral  actions.    A  man  possessed  of 
perity,  wiih  them  evil,  or  purposely  injure  and  a  truly  enlightened  mind,  must  have  his  mora? 
affront  them  ?   Or  do  I  love  them  as  brethren  of  sense,  or  ccmscience,  much  more  sensible  and 
die  same  family,  do  them  all  the  good  in  my  tender,  and  more  judiciously  directed,  than  that 
power,  adcnowledge  their  excellencies,  and  re-  of  a  perscm  whose  understanding  is  beelouded 
joice  in  their  happiness  and  prosperity?  with  ignorance.    When  he  haa  U>  choose  h^ 
8oeh  inquiries  and  selflexaminatiaas,  when  tween  good  and  evil,  or  betwcMi  guod  and  help 
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t^,  or  o«tw««i  any  two  acdoiif  he  hts  to  por*  dennined.  The  spirit  of  wvfiue  and  oonteii- 
ferai,  be  Is  Misbled  to  hring  before  his  mind  tion  would  be  subdued ;  rioting,  drunkennMs, 
tuuny  more  arguments,  and  much  higher  and  and  debaudiery,  would  beheld  in  abhorrence  by 
nobler  arguments  and  motives,  to  determine  the  all  ranks ;  kimhiess  and  affection  would  unite 
choice  he  ought  to  make.  When  he  is  about  to  the  whole  brotherhood  of  i»ankind ;  peace,  bar* 
perform  any  particular  action,  his  mental  eye  is  many,  and  subordination  would  be  displaTed  in 
euUiled  to  pierce  into  the  remote  consequences  every  department  of  social  life ;  "  our  joclf«s 
which  may  result  from  it.  Ho  can,  in  smne  would  be  just,  and  our  exactors  righteous ;  war* 
measure,  trace  its  bearings  not  only  on  his  would  be  turned  into  peace  to  ,tbe  ends  of  the 
friends  and  neighbours,  and  the  communis  to  earth,  and  righteousness  and  praise  spring  Ibrth 
which  he  belongs,  but  aiso  on  surrounding  na^  before  all  the  nations."  Were  moral  principle 
tions,  on  the  world  at  large,  on  future  genera-  thus  diffused  among  the  different  dasaes  of  so- 
tions,  and  even  on  the  scenes  of  a  futire  eter-  ciety,  it  oouki  not  fail  of  producing  a  beneficial 
nity.  For  an  action,  whether  good  or  bad,  per-  influence  on  the  progress  of  the  arts  and  sci- 
ibnned  by  an  individual  in  a  certain  station  m  ences,  and  on  every  tlung  that  might  tend  to  mo- 
society ,  may  have  a  powerful  moral  influence  on  liorate  the  condition  of  our  feDow-creatures,  and 
tribes  and  nations  &r  beyond  the  sphere  in  to  promote  the  general  improvement  of  mankind, 
which  it  was  performed,  and  on  millions  wto  For,  in  endeavouring  to  promote  such  objects, 
may  people  tho  worid  in  the  future  ages  of  time,  we  meet  with  as  great  a  difficulty  in  the  moral 
We  know  that  actions,  both  of  a  virtuous  and  as  in  the  intellectual  condition  of  mankind.  The 
videos  nature,  performed  several  thousands  of  principles  of  $eyUme»»f  pride,  ambition,  and 
▼ears  ago,  and  in  distant  places  of  the  worid,  envy,  and  similar  dispositions,  create  ob^acles 
have  had  an  influence  upon  the  men  of  the  pre-  in  the  way  of  scientific  and  philanthropic  im- 
sent  generation,  which  will  redound  either  to  the  provements,  tenfidd  greater  than  any  which  arise 
Lmour  or  the  disgrace  of  the  actors,  "  m  that  iroax  pecuniary  resources  or  physical  impedi- 
day  when  Gtod  shall  judge  the  world  in  righto-  ments.  But  were  such  princi^es  undennmed, 
ousness,  and  reward  every  man  acoocding  to  his  and  a  spirit  of  good-will  and  affection  pervacfing 
works.''  We  also  know,  that  there  are  certain  the  mass  of  society,  the  machinery  of  the  moral 
actions  which  to  some  minds  may  appear  either  worid  would  move  onward  with  smoothness  and 
trivial  or  indifferent,  and  to  other  minds  bene-  harmony ;  and  mankimly  acting  in  unison,  and 
fieial,  which  nevertiieless  involve  a  principle  every  one  cheerfully  contributing  to  the  good  of 
which,  if  traced  to  its  remoter  oonsequenoes,  the  whole,  would  aooompUsh  objects,  and  bene- 
would  lead  to  the  destnietioB  of  the  intelligent  fieial  transformations  on  the  physical  and  moral 
creation.  Now,  it  is  the  man  of  knowledge  and  condition  of  society,  &r  superior  to  any  thing 
of  moral  peroeptioB  alone,  who  can  recognise  that  has  hitherto  been  realized, 
such  actions  and  principles,  and  trace  them  to  To  whathas  been  now  stated,  with  regard  to 
an  their  natural  and  legitimate  results.  He  the  influence  of  knowledge  on  moral  conduct,  it 
alone  can  apply,  with  judgment  and  accuracy,  may,  perhaps,  be  objected,  that  many  instaaoes 
die  general  laws  of  moral  action  to  every  parti-  occur  of  men  of  genius  and  learning  indulging  in 
cular  circumstance,  connect  the  present  with  the  dissdute  and  immoral  habits,  and  that  the  higher 
future,  and  deariy  discern  the  mere  semblance  classes  of  society,  who  have  received  a  better 
of  truth  and  moral  rectitude  from  the  reality.  education  than  the  lower,  are  nearly  as  immoral 
In  short,  the  knowledge  of  divine  revelation,  in  their  conduct.  In  replying  to  such  Ai  ob|ec- 
and  a  serious  study  of  its  doctrines  and  pre-  tion,  we  have  to  consider,  in  the  first  (rfaoe,  leto 
oepts,  must  accompany  every  other  species  of  i»  tfu  nah$r§  of  the  education  iudk  pormiu  ham 
Information,  if  we  wish  to  bdiold  mankind  re-  reeeiotd.  Most  of  the  higher  classes  have  r»- ' 
fMmed  and  moralised.  Itis  in  the  sacred  ora»  ceived  a  granunar-shcool  education,  and,  per- 
des  alone,  that  the  win  of  GK)d,.the  natural  ch»-  haps,  attained  a  fowsessions  at  an  academy  or  an 
racter  of  man,  the  remedy  of  moral  evil,  the  university.  There  cannot,  however,  be  redconed 
rules  of  moral  conduct,  and  the  means  of  moral  above  one  in  ten  who  pursues  his  studies  with 
improvement,  are  dearly  and  fully  onfi>lded.  avidity,  and  enters  mto  the  spirit  of  the  instnao- 
And  the  man  who  either  rejects  the  revelations  tions  communicated  at  such  seminaries ;  as  it  is 
of  heaven,  or  refuses  to  study  and  investigate  well  known  to  every  one  acquainted  with  the 
the  truths  "and  moral  requisitions  they  contain,  general  practice  of  snch  students  in  colleges  and 
can  never  expect  to  rise  to  the  sublime  heights  academies,  that  a  goodly  number  of  them  spend 
of  virtue,  and  to  the  moral  dignity  of  his  nature,  their  time  as  much  m  fUly  and  dissipation,  as  la 
Bttif  were  the  study  of  the  scriptures  unilbnnly  serioui  study.  But,  although  they  had  acquired 
conjoined  with  the  study  of  every  other  branch  a  competent  acquaintance  with  the  diflerent 
of  useful  knowtedce,  we  shouM,  ere  long,  behokl  branches  to  whkdiiheir  attentioa  was  directed, 
a  wonderful  transformation  upon  the  face  of  the  what  is  the  amount  c/  their  acquisitions  ?  A 
asoral  world.  Pride,  selfishness,  malice,  envy,  koDowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latfai  Ctasiki, 
embiiioB,  and  revenge,  wouU  gradual^  be  ua-  and  of  pagan  mytbdogy,  a  the  aoqubittai  «f 


108  'M  THE  GENERAL  DIFFUSION  OF  KNOWLEDGE. 

which  fire  jean  tre  genenOy  aipent  at  the  tion;  tince  they  neglect  an  attentkn  to  diOM 
in-ammar^chool,  and  two  at  the  university— and  departments  of  knowledge  which  alone  canguklv 
the  elements  of  logic,  ethics  and  mathematical  them  in  the  paths  of  rectitude.    W«  may  as  soon 
philosophy.     But  such  departments  of  know-  expect  to  gather  **  gn^MS  from  thorns  or  figs 
ledge, m  {As  tooy  in  wkiditkty  havt  been  generalfy  froin  thistles,"  as  to  expect  pure  morality  froa 
tamght,  have  no  necessary  omnexion  with  reli-  those,  however  high  they  may  stand  in  Uterary 
gion  and  moral  conduct.    On  the  contrary,  by  acquirements,  who  either  ne^ect  or  oppose  the 
keeping  the  principles  of  Christianity  carefiilly  great  troths  of  religion. — ^We  do  not  mean,  how- 
out  of  view,  and  even  insinuating  objections  ever,  to  insinuate,  that  the  subjecis  alluded  tc 
against  them,  some  professors  of  these  sciences  above  are  either  trivial  or  unworthy  of  being 
have  promoted  die  cause  of  infideli^,  and  con-  (vosecHled.    On  the  contrary,  we  are  iiilly  per^ 
■equently  impeded  the  progress  of  genuine  mo-  suaded,  that  there  is  not  a  subject  which  has 
rolity.     What  aid  can  b^  expected  to  morality  ever,  come  under  human  investigation,  when  pn^ 
finxn  a  mere  grammar«chool  education,  when  secuted  with  proper  views,  nod  in  connexion 
the  acquisition  of  words  and  phrases,  and  the  with  other  parts  of  knovdedge,  but  may  be  reo- 
absurd  notions  and  impure  practices  connected  dered  subservient,  in  some  way  or  anodier,  both 
with  Roman  and  Grecian  id<4atry,  form  the  pro-  to  the  intellectual  and  the  moral  improvement  of 
minent  objects  of  attenti<m ;  and  when,  as  too  man. .  But,  when  we  speak  of  diilbsing  useful 
frequently  happens,  no  instructions  m  Christi-  knowledge  among  the  mass  of  mankind,  we  da 
anity  are  communicated,  and  not  even  the  forms  not  so  much  allude  to  the  capaci^  of  being  able 
of  religion  attended  to  in  many  of  those  semina-  to  translate  from  one  language  into  another,  of 
ries  ?    The  mere  acquisition  of  languages  is  not  knowing  the  sentiments  of  the  ancient  Greeka 
the  acquisition  of  useful  knowledge :  they  are,  and  Romans,  and  the  characters  and  aquabblea 
at  best,  but  the  meant  of  knowledge ;  and  al-  of  their  gods  and  goddesses,  or  to  the  Acuity  of 
though  we  woukl  not  discourage  any  one,  who  distinguishing  ancient  coins,  fiafments  of  vasea^ 
has  it  in  his  power,  from  prosecuting  such  stu-  or  pieces  of  armour— as  to  tlie  acts  of  history, 
dies,  yet  it  is  from  other  and  more  important  science,  and  reveladoui  particulaily  in  thcw 
brandies  of  study  that  we  expect  assistance  in  bearing  upon  the  religious  views  and  the  moral 
the  cause  of  moral  improvement.  conduct  of  mankind.    And,  if  the  attention  of 
With  regard  to  men  of  learning  and  genius,  the  great  body  of  the  people  were  directed  to 
we  have  likawise  to  inquire  into  die  nature  and  such  subjects,  from  proper  principles  and  mo- 
tendeney  of  theur  Uterary  pursuits,  befere  we  can  dves,  and  were  they  exhibited  to  their  view  in  a 
aaeartain  that  they  are  calcttlated  to  prevent  the  lucid  and  interesting  manner,  there  cannot  be  the 
influence  of  immoral  propensities  and  passions,  smallest  doubt,  that  the  interests  of  virtue  and  of 
Persons  are  designated  men  of  learning,  who  pure  and  undefiled  religion  would  be  thereby  pro* 
have  made  proficiency  in  the  knowledge  of  the  moted  to  an  extent  fiir  beyond  what  has  evur  yet 
Greek,  Ladn,  French,  German  and  other  Ian-  been  realized, 
gu^ies^'— 'who  are  skilled  in  mythology,  antiqui- 
ties, criticism,  and  metaphysics,  or  who  are  pro- 
found students  in  geometiy,  algebra,  fluxions, 
and  odier  branches  of  the  mathematics.    But  it  SECTION  VUL 
b  easy  to  perceive,  that  a  man  may  be  a  pro- 
found linguist,  grammarian,  politician.  Or  anti-  on  tbs  imLiTr  or  khowlkdok  nr  mxui* 
quarian,  and  yet  not  distinguished  for  virtuous  Tibs  Tcr  ▲  ruTU&x  wo&lh. 
conduct;  for  such  departments  of  leammg  have 

no  direct  bearing  upon  moral  principle  or  c<»-  Man  is  a  being  destined  for  eternity.    The 

duct.     On  the  contrary,  toAen  proeecuted  eselu-  present  world  throu^  which  he  is  travelling  is 

eivdjff  to  the  negteet  of  the  more  eubetanUtU  parte  only  a  transitory  spene,  introductory  to  a  future 

of  knowUdgef  ^od  under  the  h^luenee  of  certain  and  an  immcNial  existence.    When  his  corporeal 

opimofw  Olid  pr^fudieetf  they  have  a  tendency  frame  sinks  into  the  grave,  and  is  reaolved  into 

to  withdraw  the  attention  fnxn  the  great  objects  its  primitive  elements,  the  intellectual  principle 

of  religion,  and  conseqoendy  from  the  most  by  which  itwas  animated  shall  pass  into  another 

powerful  motives  which  excite  to  moral  action.-—  region,  and  be  happy  or  miserahle,  according  to 

We  have  likewise  to  inouire,  whether  such  per-  the  governing  principles  by  wludi  it  was  ac» 

sons  have  made  the  Christian  revelation  one  tuatwl  in  the  present  life.    The  world  in  which 

great  object  of  their  study  and  attention,  and  we  now  reside  may  be  considored  as  tlie  great 

whether  tliey  are  frequendy  employed  in  serious  nursery  of  our  future  and  eternal  exiateDoe,  as  a 

oontemplatkosofthepoifoctions  of  the  Creator,  atateofprobationm  which  we  are  educating  for 
as  displayed  in  die  economy  of  the  imiverse. 
such  studies  be  altogether  overlookedf  we  need 
not  wonder  that  such  characters  sboukl  frequent* 

ly  slide  into  the  padis  of  infidelity  and  disaipa-  portanoa 
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r*ooU4sctioii9  wiU  be  carried  along  with  us  into  or  be  trained  up  in  the  knowledge  of  irery  thing 
that  future  world,  that  our  nrtuea  or  vicea  will  that  has  a  bearing  on  iti  eternal  destination, 
oe  as  immortal  as  ouraelTes,  and  influenrte  our  On  the  contrary,  nothing  can  be  of  higher  value 
/iifurc  as  well  as  our  present  happiness,  and,  and  importance  to  every  human  being,  consider- 
consequently,  that  every  study  in  which  we  en-  ed  as  immortal,  than  to  be  trained  to  habits  of 
gage,  every  disposition  we  now  cultivate,  and  reasoning  and  reflection,  and  to  acquire  that 
every  action  we  perform,  is  to  be  regarded  as  knowledge  of  his  Creator,  of  himself,  of  his  duty, 
pointing  beyond  the  present  to  an  unseen  and  and  of  the  relations  in  which  he  stands  to  this 
eternal  existence.  world  and  to  the  next,  which  will  qualify  him  for 

If,  then,  we  admit  that  the  present  state  is  con-  the  society  in  which  he  is  hereafter  to  mingle, 

nected  with  the  fliture,  and  that  the  hour  of  death  and  the  part  he  has  to  act  in  a  higher  scene  of 

b  not  the  termination  of  our  existence,  it  must  action  and  enjoyment.    For,  as  gross  ignorance 

be  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance,  that  the  is  the  source  of  immoral  action,  and  as  immoral 

mind  of  every  candidate  for  immortality  be  tutor-  principles  and  habits  wn/U  the  mml  for  the  plea- 

ed  in  those  departments  of  knowledge  which  have  sures  and  employments  of  an  immortal  state,  the 

a  relation  to  the  fiiture  world,  and  which  will  man  who  is  allowed  to  remain  amidst  the  natural 

tend  to  qualify  him  for  engaging  in  the  employ-  darkness  of  his  understanding,  can  have  little 

ments,  and  for  relishing  the  pleasun>s  and  enjoy-  hope  of  happiness  in  the  future  world  since  he 

<aents  of  that  state.    The  following  remarks  are  ia  destitute  of  those  qualifications  which  are  re- 

ntended  to  illustrate  this  poaition.  quiaite  in  order  to  his  relishing  its  enjoyments. 

We  may  remarka  in  the  first  place,  in  general,  ScimUific  hnomUdgHf  as  well  as  that  which  b 
that  tAe  huMoUdge  acjmnd  in  Iht  pn$ent  9late,  commonly  designated  theological,  ia  to  be  etm- 
whatever  be  its  nature,  imU6eec»ri(da&Ni^i0i<A  eitlend  ot  having  a  rehlion  to  the  fii^  woHd, 
ue  when  toe  teing  our  J&gU  to  the  eternal  world.  Science,  as  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  no- 
lo passing  into  that  world  we  shall  not  lose  any  tice,  b  nothing  ebe  than  an  investigation  of  Che 
^Tthe  mental  facuHiea  we  now  possess,  nor  shall  divine  perfections  and  operations  as  dbplayed 
we  lose  our  identi^f  i3T  consckmsnoss  of  being  in  the  economy  of  the  universe;  and  we  have 
die  same  persons  we  now  feel  ourselves  to  be ;  etery  ground  to  conclude,  both  fix»n  reason  and 
oihervrise,  we  behoved  to  be  a  different  order  of  from  revelation,  that  such  investigations  will  be 
creatures,  and  consequently  could  not  be  the  carried  forward,  on  a  more  enlarged  scale,  in 
•ubjects  either  of  reward  or  of  punishment  for  the  fiiture  w<Mid,  where  the  intellectual  powers, 
any  thing  done  in  the  present  state.    A  destruo-  freed  from  the  obstructions  which  now  impede 
tion  of  our  faculties,  or  a  total  change  of  them,  their  operatioo,  will  become  more  vigorous  and 
or  the  loas  of  cooscioasnats,  would  be  equivalent  expansive,  and  a  more  extensive  scene  of  divine 
to  an  annihilation  of  our  existence.    But,  if  we  operation  be  presented  to  the  view.    There  are 
carry  into  the  fiiture  state  all  our  moral  aind  in-  certain  appHcaiiona  of  scientific  principles,  in- 
teUeotual  powers,  we  must  abo,  of  necessity,  deed,  which  may  have  a  reference  solely  to  the 
carry  along  with  them  all  the  rec<Jlections  of  the  condition  of  society  in  the  present  life,  such  as, 
present  life,  and  all  the  knowledge,  both  physical  in  the  construction  of  cranes,  diving-belb,  speak- 
and  moral,  which  these  fitculties  enabled  us  to  ing^4nimpets,  steam-carriages  and  fire-engines ; 
acquire.    We  hare  an  exemplification  of  thb  hot  the  general  principles  on  which  such  ma- 
in the  parable  of  our  Saviour  mpecting  the  rich  chines  are  constructed,  may  be  applicable  to 
man  and  Laxarus,  where  Abraham  b  represent-  thousands  of  objects  and  operations  in  other 
eJ  as  addressing  the  former  in  these  words ;  worlds  with  which  we  are  at  present  unacquaint- 
"  Son,  rememb^,  that  thou  in  thy  lifetime  re-  ed.    The  views,  however,  which  science  has 
ceivedst  thy  good  things,  and  likewise  Lazarus  opened  of  the  wisdom  and  benevolence  of  the 
evil  things ;"  evidently  implying,  that  the  rich  Deity,  of  the  multiplicity  of  ideas  and  concep- 
roin  retiuned  the  power  dC  memory y  that  he  poe-  tions  which  have  exbted  in  hb  infinite  mind,  of 
sessed  a  consciousness  that  he  was  the  same  his  ahnighty  power,  and  (rf*  the  boundless  range 
thinking  being  that  exbted  in  a  former  state,  and  of  hb  operations— will  not  be  lost  when  we  enter 
that  he  had  a  perfect  recollection  of  the  conduct  into  the  eternal  work!.    They  will  prepare  the 
he  pursued,  uid  the  scenes  in  which  he  was  soul  for  higher  scones  of  contemplation,  fix-  ao> 
placed  in  tUs  soUonary  world.    If,  then,  it  be  quiring  more  expansive  views  of  divine  perfec* 
admitted,  that  we  shall  ^,  substantially,  the  tion,  and  finr  talang  more  extensive  and  sublime 
same  inteHectnal  beings  as  at  present,  though  excursions  through  the  boundless  empire  of  Om- 
placed  in  different  circumstances,  and  that  the  nipotence.    The  same  may  be  affiimed  of  the 
ideas  and  moral  principles  we  now  acquire  will  principles  of  arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  oonio 
pass  along  with  m  into  fiiturity,  and  influence  sections,  and  other  departments  of  the  matfae- 
ear  conduct  wad  happiness  in  that  state,— it  can-  matics,  which  contain  truths  that  are  eternal  and 
not  be  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  the  mind  nQchangeable,  and  that  are  applicable  in  every 
of  an  immortal  being  be  left  to  grope  anudst  the  mode  of  exbtence,  and  to  the  cireomstanoes  of 
of  ignorance,  and  to  sink  into  immorality,  aDworids.  Boeh  knowledge  may  form  the  froun^ 
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work  of  til  our  future  improveiiieiits  in  the  world     cooversatioo  in  the  ■ocial  cirde,  the  topic  oft 
heyond  the  grave,  and  give  to  thoee  who  have    future  world,  and  our  relation  to  it,  is  studiouslT 
acquired  it,  in  conjunction  with  the  cultivation     avoided.    While  a  person  may  talk  with  the 
of  moral  principle,  a  superiority  over  others  in     utmoet  ease  about  a  projected  voyage  to  Ame- 
the  employments  and  investigations  peculiar  to     rica,  the  East  Indies,  or  Van  Diemen's  Land, 
that  higher  sphere  of  existence ;   and,  conse-  and  the  geogr^hical  peculiarities  of  these  re- 
quently,  a  more  favourable  and  advantageous  gions,aiKl  be  listened  to  with  pleasure — ^werehe 
outset  into  the  new  and  unknown  regions  ^  the  to  talk,  in  certain  respectable  companies,  of  his 
invisible  state.    To  suppose,  that  the  leading  departure  to  another  world,- and  of  the  important 
principles  of  scientific  knowledge  are  of  utility  realities  to  which  he  will  be  introduced  in  that 
only  in  the  present  world,  is  not  only  contrary  to  state,^were  he  even  to  suggest  a  bint,  that  the 
every  enlightened  idea  we  can  fonn  of  the  future  scene  of  our  eternal  destination  ou^t  occ^ 
state,  either  fhun  reason  or  revelation,  but  woukl  sionaHy  to  form  the  subject  of  conversation,— 
remove  some  of  the  strongest  motives  which  either  a  sarcastic  sneer  or  a  solemn   gloom 
should  induce  us  to  engage  in  the  prosecution  of  would  appear  on  every  face,  and  he  wouki  be 
useful  knowledge.    If  science  is  to  be  considered  regarded  as  a  wild  enthusiast  or  a  sanctimo- 
as  altogether  confined  in  its  views  and  effects,  nious  hypocrite.    But  why  should  men  manifest 
to  the  transitory  scene  of  this  mortal  state,  its  such  a  degree  of  apathy  in  regard  to  this  topic, 
attainment  becomes  a  matter  of  comparatively  and  even  an  aversion  to  the  very  idea  of  it,  if 
trivial  importance.    To  a  man  hastening  to  the  they  live  under  sdemn  impressions  of  their  con* 
verge  of  Ufe,  there  coidd  be  no  strong  mduce-  nezion  with  an  immortal  existence?    Eveiyoiie 
ment  to  listen  to  its  deducticms  or  to  engage  in  who  admits  the  idea  of  a  future  world,  must  abo 
its  pursuits.    But,  if  the  prindples  of  science,  admit,  that  it  is  one  c^tbe  most  interesting  and 
when  combined  with  the  truths  </ revelation,  ex-  momentous  subjects  that  can  occupy  his  atten- 
tend  to  higher  objects  than  the  construction  of  tioo,  and  that  it  as  &r  exceeds  in  importance  the 
machinery  and  the  embellishment  of  human  concerns  of  this  life,  as  the  ages  of  eternity  ex- 
life, — if  they  point  beyond  the  present  toafiiture  ceed  the  fleeting  periods  of  time.    And,  fif  so, 
world,  U'they  tend  to  expand  our  views  of  the  why  should  we  not  appear  as  eager  and  inter- 
attributes  of  the  Divinity,  and  xX  the  grandeur  ested  in  conversation  on  this  subject,  as  w« 
of  his  kingdom,-^uid  if  they  prepare  ti^  mind  sometimes  are  in  relation  to  a  voyage  to  some 
for  entering  into  more  ample  views  and  profound  distant  land  ?    Yet,  among  the  majority  of  oar 
investigations  of  his  plans  and  operations,  in  that  fellow«men,  there  is  scarcely  any  thing  to  which 
state  of  immortality  to  which  we  are  destined^—  ^^ir  attention  is  less  directed,  and  the  very  idea 
it  must  be  a  matter  of  importance  to  every  hu-  of  it  is  almost  lost  amidst  the  bustle  of  business, 
man  being,  that  his  mind  be  imbued  with  such  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  the  dissipations  of  so- 
knowledge,  as  introductory  to  the  employments  ciety,  and  the  vain  pageantry  of  fashionable  life, 
of  that  eternal  worid  whidi  lies  before  him.—*  Among  many  other  causes  of  the  indilTerence 
But,  we  may  remark  more  particularly  which  prevails  on  this  subject,  ignorance  and 
In  the  second  place,  that  the  tieqmti^on  ofgi^  mental  inactivity  are  none  of  the  feast.    Iin* 
nenl  humledgef  arid  habUt  of  mental  acHvUy,  mersed  in  sensual  gratifications  and  pursuit*, 
wmUd  induce  penone  to  eerioue  inquiriei  into  the  unacquainted  with  the  pleasures  of  intellect,  and 
evidencee  of  afiiture  etate.    Although  there  are  unaccustomed  to  rational  trains  of  reflection, 
few  persons,  in  a  Christian  country,  v^o  deny  multitudes  pass  through  life  without  any  serious 
theexistenceofafuture  world,  yet  we  have  too  consideration  of  the  future  scene  of  another 
much  reason  to  believe,  that  the  great  majority  world,  resolved,  at  the  hour  of  dissolution,  to 
of  the  population  in  every  country  are  not  tho^  take  their  chance  with  the  generations  that  hare 
roufhfy  Gonoinefid  of  this  in^Mrtant  truth,  and  gone  before  them.  But,  were  men  once  aroused 
that  they  pass  their  lives  just  as  if  the  present  to  mental  activity,  and  tp  the  exercise  of  tfieir 
were  the  ultimate  scene  of  their  destination,  reasoning  powers  on  important  objects,  they 
Notwithstanding  all  the  '*  church-going**  which  would  be  qualified  for  investigating   the  evi- 
ls so  common  among  us,  both  among  the  higher  deiices  which  demonstrate  the  immortality  of 
and  the  lower  clssses,  and  the  numerous  ser-  man,  which  could  not  fail  to  impress  their  mindi 
roons  whidi  are  preached  in  rdation  to  this  sub-  with  a  strong  conviction  of  the  dignity  <^  their 
jeot,  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  one-half  of  our  intellectual  natures,  and  of  their  high  destina- 
popnhtion>have  any  fixed  and  impressive  belief  tk>n.    Those  evidences  are  to  be  found  in  the 
of  the  reality  of  an  eternal  worU.    If  it  were  Christian  revelation  which  has  "brought  Kfo 
otherwise,  it  would  be  more  frequently  mani-  and  immortality  to  light,'*  and  thrown  a  radiance 
fested  in  Uieir  general  temper,  conversation  and  on  the  scenes  beycmd  the  grave.  But,  even  inde- 
•onduet.    But  we  find  the  great  mass  of  socletv  pendently  of  revelation,  the  evidences  which 
as  keenly  engaged  in  the  all-engrossing  pursuit  prove  the  nninortal  destiny  nf  man,  from  the 
sf  wealth  and  honoitfs,  as  if  the  Sf^oyments  of  Ught  of  nature,  are  so  strong  and  powerlul,  that. 
this  worid  were  to  lact  for  ever.    In  general  when  weighed  with  seriousness  and  impartiaihy. 


KNOWLEDGE  PREPARATORY  TO  A  FUTURE  STATE.  11 J 

ilwy  must  appear  ■lUisfactory  to  every  candid  and  join  in  their  sublimo  conrersation  m  tht 
and  inquiring  mind.  When  we  consider  tkt  most  exalted  subjects.  One  of  the  empIojroeBti 
iMinrw/  beUitf  of  the  doctrine  of  n^'s  hnmor-  in  which  they  will  be  incessantly  engaged,  wiO 
tality  which  has  preraiJed  in  all  ages  and  na-  bo,  to  contemplate  the  divine  works  and  adnii« 
tions — when  we  consider  the  deain  o/ftUw^  e«-  nistration,  and  to  investigate  the  wonders  of 
istenes  implanted  in  the  human  breast— 4^  nobU  creating  power,  wisdom,  and  goodness,  as  dis- 
mtdUetnalfoBuUieB  with  which  man  is  endowed,  played  throughout  the  universe.  For  such  are 
and  the  strong  dmn  of  knowledge  which  forms  a  the  representations  given  in  scripture  of  the  ex- 
part  of  his  constitution — the  eapad^  ^  making  eroisee  of  the  heavenly  world.  Its  inhabitants 
perpehutl  progreu  towards  intellectual  and  mori  are  represented  as  raising  the  following  song  of 
perfection— <^  unlimiud  range  of  view  which  is  praise  to  their  Creator,  **  Great  and  marvellous 
opened  to  the  human  &culties  throughout  (/W  are  thy  worits.  Lord  God  Almighty !  Just  and 
immtneity  of  epaoe  and  duratUm — the  imU  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  samts,'*  which 
powers  of  action  with  which  man  is  endowed^  evidently  implies,  that  both  the  wonders  of  his 
and  their  capacity  of  perpetual  expansion  and  creation,  and  the  plan  of  his  moral  government, 
activity— the  apprehensions  wad  forebodinge  of'  are  the  subjects  of  their  intense  study  and  invea. 
Che  mind,  when  under  the  influence  of  remors»~  tigation.  And,  in  juiother  scene  exhibited  in 
the  dimrdered  elate  of  the  moral  world  when  con-  the  book  of  Revelation,  they  are  represented  in 
trast<«d  with  the  systematic  order  of  the  mate-  the  sublime  adorations  they  ofller  to  "  Him  who 
rial— the  wiejual  dUtribfution  qf  rtwardt  and  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,"  as  exclaiming,  **  I'hou 
fmrnehMtntt  wiier  viewed  in  connexion  with  the  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to'receive  glory,  a^  honour, 
justice  of  God — the  aUwdity  of  admitting  th»*  and  power ;  for  thou  hast  created  all  things,  and 
the  thinking  princ^U  tn  mea  will  ever  be  onntM-  for  thy  pleasure  they  are  and  were  created,*' 
toarf— and  the  blaaphemout  and  abnnd  oonav  plainly  indicating,  that  the  scenes  of  the  mate* 
fMcness  which  would  follow,  if  the  idea  of  a  fu-  rial  universe,  and  the  divine  perfections  as  dis- 
ture  state  of  retribution  were  rejected ;  when  played  in  them,  are  the  objects  of  their  ince^ 
we  attend  to  these  and  similar  considerations,  aant^oontenphuion. 

we  perceive  an  assemblage  of  arguments,  which,  Now,  in  order  to  our  being  prepared  for  such 
friien  taken  in  oombuiation  with  each  other,  intercourses  and  employments,  two  grand  qual^ 
carry  irresistible  evidence  to  the  mind  of  every  fications  are  indispensably  requisite.  In  the 
onbiaased  inquirer,  that  man  is  destined  to  an  first  place,  the  cultivation  of  moral  principle  and 
immortal  exisleoc^— an  evidence  amounting  to  conduct,  or  in  other  words,  the  attainment  of 
a  moral  demonstratioa,  and  no  less  satisfactory  that  haiimem  which  the  scriptures  enjoin,  *'  with- 
thaa  that  oo  which  we  rest  our  belief  of  the  ex-  out  which,**  we  are  assured, "  no  man  can  see 
istence  of  the  Eternal  Mind.*  But  the  greater  the  Lord,*'  that  i^,  can  hold  no  delightful  inter- 
part  of  mankind,  in  their  present  untutored  state,  coarse  with  him  through  the  modium  of  his  works 
are  incapable  of  entering  into  such  inquiries  and  and  providential  dispensations.  Without  this 
investigations.  For  want  of  moral  and  intel-  qualification,  we  are  altogether  unfit  for  being 
iectual  instruction,  they  may  be  said  to  "  have  introduced  into  the  assembly  of  angels  and  .other 
eyes,  but  see  not,  ears,  but  hear  not,  neither  do  pi  re  intelligences,  and  finr  joniing  with  them  in 
tihay  understand,**  and  hence,  they  pass  through  their  holy  services  and  sublime  adorations — as 
the  scenes  of  mortality,  almost  unconscious  of  unfit  as  an  ignorant  Hotentot,  a  wild  Bosheman, 
Umr  relation  to  the  eternal  world,  and  altoge-  or  the  k>west  dregs  of  society,  would  be  to  take 
ther  ui^Mrepared  for  its  exercises  and  enjoyments,  a  part  in  an  assembly  of  learned  divines,  states- 
In  the  next  place,  the  aoqiiintion  ^knoudtdge,  men,  or  philosophers.  In  order  to  a  delightful 
in  eonnomon  with  the  adAvation  of  moral  prii^  association  with  any  rank  of  intelligences,  there 
dpUte  and  Chriitian  qffeetioaey  wotdd  tend  to  pre-  must  exist  a  certain  congeniality  of  disposition 
pm  the  mind  for  the  interoouree  and  emplaymente  and  sentiment,  without  which*  an  intimate  in* 
of  the  future  world.  From  divine  revelation,  we  tercourse  would  be  productive  of  happiness  to 
are  alsured,  that  in  the  future  state  of  happiness,  neither  party.  Persons  of  proud  and  revenge- 
the  ri^teous  shall  not  only  join  the  company  of  fill  dispositions,  and  addicted  to  vicious  indul- 
"  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,**  but  gence,  could  find  no  enjoyment  in  a  society 
■haH  also  be  admitted  into  **  the  general  assem-  where  all  is  humility  and  aflection,  harmony  and 
bly  of  angels.  With  these  pure  and  superior  love ;  nor  could  pure  and  holy  beings  delight  is 
faitattigences,  and,  doubtless  too,  with  the  inha-  associating  with  them,  without  supposing  the 
bitants  of  other  worlds,  shall  the  redeemed  in-  moral  laws  of  the  Creator,  and  the  constitution 
liabitaBta  of  our  globe  hold  delightfiil  intercourse,  of  the  inteDigent  universe  entirely  subverted. 

Such  characters  are  as  opposite  to  each  other, 

•  n>r  a  tail  niustratton  of  these  and  other  ev|.  «  light  and  darkness;  and,  therefore,  we  may 

dencesoratatorsstate,  alonf  with  varteus  topics  as  soon  expect  to  make  the  East  and  Wen 

connected  with  this  subject,  the  author  respeotfullj  nAint.  ttx  tnmmt  tnm.tli«P  ap  »««  ■««»  tK«  nU^^a  W 

rabm  M»  renders  to  a  work  which  he  lately  pub-  P**™^  ^  ">•«*  together,  or  to  stop  the  pianata  H 

llshed.  entitled  **  The  PhUoeoph^o/a  Future  Suae.**  their  career,  as  to  form  a  hannoniotts  union  ■» 
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twoM  the  u[nonm  wad  vicious,  and  tiie  en-  cealed  from  mortals  the  reaaoniof  its  ptocedi— 

hghtened  ana  yirtuous  inhabitants  of  the  celes*  for  ever  withdraiK'n!    Having  taktm  a  cursory 

tial  world.    In  the  next  place,  a  knowledge  of  survey  of  Ae  displays  of  divine  wisdom  and 

the  character  of  God,  of  his  moral  dispensa-  goodness,  m  the  arrangeir.4*nt  of  our  sublunary 

tions,  and  of  his  works  of  creation,  musi  form  a  system,  and  in  the  construction  of  the  animi^ 

preparation  for  the  exercises  cf  the  heavenly  and  vegetable  tribes  with  which  it  is  furnished  ; 

•tate ;    since  these  are  some  of  the  subjects  having  directed  his  views,  by  the  light  of  sci« 

srhich  occupy  the  attention  of  **  the  innumer*  ence,  to  the  celestial  regions ;  having  caught  a 

4ble  company  of  angels  and  the  spirits  of  just  glimpse  ofthe  astonishing  operations  of  almighty 

men  made  perfect."    But  how  could  we  be  sup-  power  in  the  distant  spaces  of  the  firmameni ; 

posed  to  engaige  in  such  studies,  and  to  relish  having  been  overwhdmed  with  wonder  and 

such  employments,  if  we  remain  altogether  im-  amazement  at  the  extent  and  grandeur  of  the 

acquainted  with  them  till  our  spirits  take  their  divine  empire ;  having  cast  many  a  longing  look 

flight  from  these  tabernacles  of  clay?     How  itowards  distant  worlds,  mingled  with  many  anz- 

oould  a  man  whose  mind  is  continually  grovelling  ious  inquiries  into  their  nature  and  dcstinatioo 

amcmg  the  meanest  and  the  most  titviol  objects,  which  he  was  unable  to  resolve,  and  having  feh 

whose  soul  never  rises  above  the  level  of  his  an  ardent  desire  to  learn  the  history  of  their 

daily  labours,  which  necessity  compels  him  to  population,  and  to  behold  the  scene  of  the  uni- 

perform,  yvhoat  highest  gratification  is  to  carouse  verse  a  little  more  uniirfded— what  transporting 

with  his  fellows,  to  rattle  a  set  of  dice,  or  to  joys  must  be  felt  by  such  an  individual,  when 

■hufBe  a  pack  of  cards,  and  wIm  is  incapable  of  he  shall  enter  into  a  world  where  <<  he  ^aO 

prosecuting  a  train  of  rati<Mial  thought— how  know  even  as  also  he  is  known  •**  where  the  veil 

oould  such  a  one  be  supposed  qualified  for  enter-  which  intercepted  his  view  of  the  wonders  of 

ing,  with  intelligence  and  delight,  into  the  sub-  creating  power  shall  be  removed ;  where  the 

lime  investigations,  and  the  IclCty  contemplations  cherubim  and  the  seraphim,  who  have  winged 

which  arrest  the  attention,  and  form  the  chief  their  flight  through  regions  of  immensity  ira- 

exercises  <'of  the  saints  in  li^t?'^     There  is  passable  by  mortals,  shall  rehearse  the  history 

an  utter  incongrui^  in  the  idea,  that  a  rude  and  of  other  worlds ;  where  the  sphere  of  vision  will 

ignorant  mind  could  relish  the' enjoyments  ofthe  be  enlarged,  the  faculties  invigorated,  and  the 

heavenly  world,  unless  it  be  enlightened  and  glories  of  divins  goodness,  wisdom  and  omnipo- 

transformed  into  the  image  of  its  Creator ;  and  tence  displayed  in  all  their  efiiilgence !    Having 

we  have  no  warrant  from  revelation  to  ccmclude  femiliarized  such  objects  to  his  mind,  during 

that  such  a  transformation  will  be  effected,  after  this  first  stage  of  his  existence,  be  will  enter  on 

the  spirit  has  taken  its  flight  to  the  invisible  the  prosecution  of  new  discoveries  of  divine 

state.  perfection,  with  a  renovated  holy  ardour,  of 

But  it  is  easy  to  conceive  what  transporting  which  rude  and  grovelling  minds  are  incapable, 

pleasures  will  be  felt  by  an  enlightened  and  which  wiU  fill  his  soul  with  extatie  rapture— 

virtuous  individual  when  he  is  ushwed  into  a  even  "  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory." 

scene  where  his  prospects  will  be  enlarged,  his  Let  us  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  iltustratioa, 

(acuhies  expanded,  aiid  the  causes  which  now  two  individuals  of  opposite  characters  entering 

obstruct  their  energies  for  ever  removed.    He  the  future  world  at  the  same  time— the  one  rode, 

will  feet  himself  in  his  native  element,  will  re-  ignorant,  and  vicious,  and  the  other  "  renewed 

same  his  former  investigations  on  a  more  en-  in  the  spirit  of  his  mind,"  and  enlightened  with 

Urged  scale,  and  with  more  vigour  and  activity,  all  the  knowledge  which  science  and  revelation 

andenjoy  the  prospect  of  perpetually  advancing  can  furnish — it  is  evident,  thait,  although  they 

from  <me  degree  of  ki...«teugo  atui  felicity  to  were  both  ushered  into  the  same  locality,  their 

another  throughout  an  interminable  succession  state  and  enjoyments  would  be  altogether  diffe- 

of  existence.    Having  studied  the  moral  charao-  rent.    The  one  would  sink,  as  it  were,  to  his 

ter  of  God  as  displayed  in  his  word,  and  in  the  natural  level,  following  the  principles,  propensi* 

dispensations  of  his  providence ;  having  ae-  ties  and  passions  which  he  previously  indcQged ; 

quired,  after  all  his  researches,  only  a  faint  and  and,  although  he  were  admitted  into  the  society 

imperfect  glimpse  erf*  his  moral  attributes ;  hav-  of  pure  and  enlightened  spirits,  he  would  remain 

ing  met  wkh  many  difficulties  and  labjrrinths  in  as  a  cheerless,  insulated  wretch,  without  intel* 

the  movements- of  the  divine  government  which  lectual  activity,  and   destitute  of  eigoyment. 

he  was  altogether  unable  to  unravel,  which  pro-  Finding  no  pleasures  suited  to  his  benighted 

duced  an  anient  longing  after  a  more  eolarsed  mind  vid  his  grovelling  affections,  he  would  be 

sphere  of  vision— how  gratifying  to  such  a  mmd  &in  to  flee  to  other  regions  and  to  more  conge* 

fluist  it  be,  to  contemplate  the  mvine  character  nial  associates,  as  the  owl  flies  from  the  vocal 

in  the  fiihiess  of  its  glory,  to  behdd  the  apparent  grove  and  the  society  ofthe  feathered  choir,  and 

incoosistencies  ofthe  divine  government  reeoo*  prefers  the  shades  of  night  to  the  beams  of  day. 

ailed,  its  mtricate  mazes  unravelled,  its  wisdom  Like  this  gloomy  bird,  which  deKgnta  in  obscure 

and  rectitude  displayed,  and  the  veil  which  cod-  retreats  and  nigged  ruins,  and  hu  no  relish  foi 
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alooniiag  gardens  and  flowery  meads— the  onen- 
filhteneJ  and  unsanntified  soul  would  feel  itself 
n^iappy  and  vnpmonedjta  it  were,  even  amidst 
trinnphant  spirits,  and  the  splendours  of  imroorw 
tal  day.  Whereas  the  other,  having  ardently 
iooged  (or  such  a  state,  and  having  previously 
nndergoiM  the  requisite  preparation  for  its  en- 
Hiyaients,  ieels  himself  in  a  region  suited  to  his 
taste,  mingles  with  associates  congenial  to  hia 
disposition,  'engages  in  exercises  to  which  he 
was  formerly  accustomed,  and  in  which  he  de- 
lighted, beholds  a  prospect,  boundless  as  the 
anxverse,  rising  before  him,  on  which  his  faoul- 
tiai  may  be  exercised  with  everlasting  improve* 
msnt  and  everlasting  delist,  and,  conseqaently, 
experieneea  a  "  fuhioss  of  joy"  which  can  liever 
be  interrupted,  but  wiS  be  always  increasing 
«•  world  without  end." 

Such  are  the  views  we  must  necessarily 
adopt  respecting  the  state  and  enjoyments  of 
these  two  characters  in  the  life  to  come ;  and 
there  is  no  resisting  of  the  conclusion  we  have 
deduced  respecting  the  ignorant  and  vicious 
individual,  without  supposing  that  something, 
eqxiivalent  to  a  inirade,  will  be  performed  m 
hu  behalf,  immediately  after  his  entrance  inta 
the  invisible  world,  to  fit  him  for  the  employ- 
■Dents  of  a  state  of  happiness.  But,  br  such 
ma  opinion  we  have  no  evidence,  either  from 
•cripture  or  from  reason.  It  would  be  contrary 
to  every  thing  we  know  of  the  moral  government 
oTQod;  it  would  strike  at  the  foundation  of  all 
raligioii  and  morality ;  it  wouki  give  enoourag»- 
aeot  to  ignorance  and  vice ;  it  would  render 
nngatory  iSl  the  efforts  of  a  virtuous  character 
to  increase  in  knowledge  and  hdiness  during 
the  present  Ule,  and  it  would  give  the  ignorant 
and  the  licentioas  an  equal  reason  for  expecting 
eternal  happiness  in  the  world  to  come,  as  the 
OHMt  profound  Christian  philosophers,  or  the 
most  enlightened  and  pious  divines.  Besides, 
we  are  assured  by  the  *' Faithful  and  True 
Witneaa,**  that,  as  in  the  future  world,  "he 
iNdio  is  righteous  shall  remain  righteous  still," 
eo  **  he  who  is  unjust  shall  remain  unjust  still, 
and  he  who  b  filthy  shall  remain  filthy  still;" 
whid)  expressions  seem  evidently  to  imply,  that 
BO  more  opportunities  will  be  granted  for  reform- 
ing what  had  been  arabs,  and  recovering  the 
p/^bsVod  and  unrighteous  soul  to  purity  and  rec* 
titade.  * 


*  ▼halever  opinion  we  may  form  a«  to  the  doe* 
tnne  of  Univenal  JUfforetf/or*,— ti  will  be  admitted, 
even  by  the  alwctors  of  that  doctrine,  that  an  unholy 
and  unenlightened  soul  is  unlit  for  celestial  happi- 
ness, on  Ugjina  entrance  into  th»  future  wrrtd^  and 
Ibousands  or  millions  of  years,  or  a  period  eqoiva- 
lent  to  what  is  Included  in  the  nhrsse,  "  ages  of 
ages,**  majT  elapse  before  it  Is  fit  t>r  being  restored 
to  the  dlgnltj  of  its  nature,  and  the  Joys  of  heaven. 
Bven  on  (his  soppositton,  (although  it  were  war- 
ramed  by  Scrtpture)  the  prepaiation  of  human  be- 
ings in  the  f»r«went  life  for  a  state  of  Aiture  happi- 
neM.  most  be  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance, 
since  It  prevents  iba  soABrtngs  denoted  by  ^'  devour- 


If^  then,  it  appears,  that  we  sbaD  carry  tne 
knowledge  and  moral  habits  we  acquire  in  tlii 
liie  along  with  us  into  the  other  world,<--«nd  if  &. 
certain  portion  of  rational  and  religious  informa* 
tion  and  moral  principle  is  essentially  requisite 
to  prepare  us  for  the  omploym^ts  and  felicities 
of  that  state— by  refusing  to  patronise  every 
scheme  by  which  a  general  diffiidon  of  know- 
ledge may  be  promoted,  we  not  only  allow  our 
fellow-men  to  wander  amidst  the  mists  of  super- 
stition, and  to  run  heedlessly  into  numerous  dan- 
gers, both  physical  and  moral,  we  not  only  de- 
prive them  of  exquisite  inteUectoal  enjoyments, 
and  prevent  the  improvement  of  the  arts  and 
sciences,  but  we  deprive  them,  in  a  certain  de- 
gree, of  the  chance  of  obtaimng  happiness  in  a 
state  of  immortality.  For  as  ignorance  is  the 
parent  of  rice,  and  as  vickxis  propensittes  and 
indulgences  necessarily  lead  to  misery,  both 
here  and  hereafter,  the  man  whose  mind  is  1^ 
to  grope  amidst  inteUectual  daikneas,  can  enjoy 
no  wpll4bunded  hope  of  felicity  in  the  lifo  to 
come,  since  he  is  unqualified  for  the  associa- 
tions, the  contemplations,  and  the  employmeola 
of  that  ftiture  existence.  As  in  the  material 
creation,  light  waa  the  first  substance  created 
before  the  diaos  was  reduced  to  beauty  and 
order,  so,  in  the  intellectual  worid,  knowledge, 
or  light  in  the  understanding,  is  the  first  thmg 
whidi  restores  the  moral  system  to  harmony  and 
order.  It  is  the  commencement  of  every  pro- 
cess that  leads  to  improvement,  comfort,  and 
moral  order  in  this  life,  and  that  prepares  os  for 
the  enj<qrments  of  the  life  to  come.  But  igno- 
rance is  both  the  emblem  and  the  prelude  of 
"  the  blackness  of  darimess  for  ever."  This  ii 
one  of  the  most  powerfiil  considerations  vddch 
should  induce  every  philanthropist  to  exert  every 
nerve,  and  to  further  every  scheme  which  has  fSir 
its  object  to  diffuse  liberty,  knowledge  and  moral 
principle  ambng  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 


SECTION  IX. 

on  THB  trriLXTT  or  eKNCRAL  KirOWLBDOB 
IN  KSLATTOir  TO  THB  VTUDY  OF  DITIBB 
RBV  BL  ATIOH. 

Or  all  the  departments  of  knowledge  to  which 
the  human  mind  can  be  directed,  there  is  none 
of  greater  importance  than  that  which  exhibits 
the  real  character  and  condition  of  man  as  a 
moral  agent— his  relation  to  the  Deity— his  eter- 
nal destiny — ^the  way  in  which  he  may  be  deU- 
vered  from  the  effects  of  moral  evil— and  the 
worship  and  service  he  owes  to  hisAhnigfa^ 
Creator.    On  these  and  kindred   to|»cs,  the 

log  fire,  weeping,  walUng  and  gnashing  of  tseth," 
during  the  indemiite andlong-contmued  peitod of 
''ages  of  ages.*' 


] 
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■ 

Ohrwdan  rerelation  affinrds  the  moft  dear  and  thoae  convictions  imprewed  upon  the  inini  •« 
Mtlinactory  inlbrmation,  and  the  details  which  it  the  agency  of  the  Divine  Spirit 
Asniihee  on  these  subjects  are  of  the  highest  In  regard  to  the  external  evidences,  the  fel* 
nomant,  and  deeply  interesting  to  every  inha-  lowing  pr<^>08itions  can  be  supported  both  fnm 
hitant  of  the  globe.  But  ignorancoi  leagued  tfie  testimonies  of  profane  writers,  the  Scrip- 
with  depravity  and  ibUy,  has  been  the  cauae>  tures  of  the  New  Testament,  and  other  ancient 
that  the  sacred  oraclee  have  so£^uently  been  Christian  writings ;  viz.  1,  "  That  there  is  sa- 
treated  with  indifference  and  contempt;  and  tisfactory  evidence  that  many  professing  to  be 
that  those  who  have  professed  to  recognise  them  original  witnesses  of  the  Christian  miraelea, 
as  the  intimations  of  the  win  of  Deity  have  been  paMed  their  lives  in  labours,  dangers,  and  sdF- 
prevented  from  studying  them  with  intelligenoe,  ferings,  voluntarily  undergone  in  attestation  of 
and  contemplating  the  &cta  they  exhibit  in  att  the  accounts  which  they  delivered,  and  solely  in 
their  consequraoes  and  relations.  consequence  of  their  belief  of  those  accounts ; 
In  order  to  a  profitable  study  of  the  doctrines,  and  that  they  also  submitted,  firom  the  same 
hctB  and  prophecies  oontamed  in  the  Bible,  it  motives,  to  new  rules  of  conduct.**  And,  2, 
is  jrequisite,  in  the  first  place,  that  a  deep  nai  "  That  there  is  nsf  satisfactory  evidence,  that 
thorough  conviction  hfi  produced  in  the  mind,  persons  pretending  to  be  original  witnesses  of 
that  they  are  indeed  the  revelations  of  heaven,  any  other  miracles,  have  acted  in  the  same  man- 
addressed  to  man  on  earth  to  direct  his  views  ner,  in  attestation  of  the  accounts  which  they 
and  conduct  jtM  an  accountable  agent,  and  a  delivered,  and  solely  in  consequence  of  their  be- 
candidatft  for  immortality.  FVom  ignorance  of  lief  of  the  truth  of  these  accounts."  These  pr<H 
the  evideneee  on  which  the  truth  of  Christianity  positions  can  be  substantiated  to  the  conviction 
rests,  multitudes  of  thoug^tlesa  mortals  have  of  every  serious  and  unbiassed  inquirer ;  th^ 
been  induced  to  reject  its  authority,  and  have  form  the  basn  of  the  external  evidence  of  the 
glided  down  the  stream  of  licentious  pleasure,  Christian  religion ;  and,  when  their  truth  if 
**  sporting  themsehres  with  their  own  deoeiv-  dearly  discerned,  the  mind  is  irresistlUy  led  to 
ings,"  tiU  they  landed  in  wretchedness  and  ruin,  the  conclusion,  tluKt  the  doctrines  and  facts  pro- 


The  reliffion  of  the  Bible  requires  only  to  be  midgated  by  the  first  propagators  of  Christianity 

examined  with  care,  and  studied  with  humility  are  true. 

and  reverence,  in  order  to  produce  a  fuU  con-  The  following  propositions  can  also  be  ntia* 

viction  of  its  celestial  origin ;  and  wherever  ftctorily  proved,  vix.  That  the  Jewish  religion  ii 

such  dispositions  are  brought  into  contact  with  of  great  antiquity,  and  that  Moses  was  ilsfai»> 

a  calm  and  intelligent  investigation  of  the  evi-  dei^-^at  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament  wart 

dences  of  revelation,  and  of  the  facts  and  doo-  extant  long  before  the  Christian  era;  a  Greek 

trines  it  discloses,  the  mind  win  not  onW  discern  translation  of  them  having  been  laid  up  in  tha 

its  superiori^  to  every  other  system  of  religion,  Alexandrian  libraiy  in  tfie  aaya  of  Ptolemy  Phi* 

but  will  perceive  the  beauty  and  exceHence  of  ladelphus— that  these  books  are  in  the  main  g^ 

its  discoveries,  and  the  absdute  necessity  of  their  nuine,  and  the  histories  they  contain  worthy  of 

beiqg  studied  and  promulgated  in  order  to  raise  credit— that  many  material  facts  which  are  re- 

the   human  race  from  that  degradation   into  corded  in  the  Old  Testament  are  also  mentioned 

which  they  have  been  so  long  immersed,  and  to  by  very  ancient  heathen  writers— that  Christi- 

promote  the  renovation  of  the  moral  world,  ani^  is  not  a  modern  religion,  but  was  professed 

And,  those  olijections  anddifiiculties  which  pre-  by  great  multitudes  nearly  1800  years  aco— that 

viously  perplexed  and  harassed  the  inquirer  wffl  Jesus  Christ,  the  founder  of  tlus  religion,  was 

gradually  evanish,  as  the  mists  of  the  mommg  crucified  at  Jerusalem  during  the  reign  of  Tibe* 

before  the  orb  of  day.  rius  CcBsar— tiiat  the  first  publishers  of  this  re- 

The  evideneee  of  Christianity  have  been  go-  ligion  wrote  books  containmg  an  account  of  th« 

neraUy  distributed  into  the  eadenuU  and  the  if»-  lite  and  doctrines  of  their  master,  several  of 

Urnal,  The  external  may  agun  be  divided  into  which  bore  the  names  of  those  books  which  now 

dired  or  eoQateral*    The  iSr«tt  evidences  are  make  up  the  JVcio  7Vltamell^— 4hat  these  hooka 

auch  as  arise  firom  the  naturO)  consistency,  and  were  frequently  quoted  and  referred  to  by  nu- 

probability  of  the  facts ;  and  from  the  simplicity,  merogs  writers  from  the  days  of  the  apostles  to 

uniformity,  competency  and  fidelity  of  the  testi-  the  fourth  century  and  downward*— 4hat  they  are 

monies  by  which  they  are  supported.    The  oot-  genuine,  or  written  by  the  authors  whose  namea 

kUnd  evidences  are  those  which  arise  fit>ro  the  Uiey  bear— chat  the  histories  they  contain  are  in 

eoncurrent  testimonies  of  heathen  writers,  or  the  main  agreeable  to  those  facts  which  warn 

others,  which  corroborate  the  history  of  Chrii^  asserted  by  the  first  preachers  and  received  by 

tianity  and  establish  its  leading  facts.    The  the  first  converts  to  Christianity— that  the  ftcta, 

iMttnml  evidences  arise,  either  from  the  oon-  whether  natural  or  supernatural,  which  they 

tanakf  of  the  announcements  of  revelation  to  record,  are  transmitted  to  us  with  as  great  a  da- 

the  known  character  of  God,  imta  thev  aptitude  gree  of  evidence  (if  not  greater)  as  any  Ualori- 

lOthafraaaanddreunMrtances  ofman,  or  from  cal  fact  recorded  by  historians  of  aUowad  chm* 
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fteUr  «r1  repoutioa— <uid  that  these  books  were  glen  and  impostors.    They  were  performed  in 

wiitten    WMier  a   saperintendimt    inspiration,  the  open  hce  of  day,  in  the  presence  of  multi- 

These  and  a  tariety  of  similar  propositions  inti-  tndes  of  persons  of  every  description ;  they  were 

mately  connected  with  theon  can  be  fully  sub^  level  to  the  comprehension  of  every  man  wfaose 

Btantiated ;  and  the  necessary  conclnsion  of  the  fiiculties  and  senses  were  in  a  sound  state ;  aad 

whole  isi  that  Christianity  is  a  revelation  from  the  inclusion  which  every  mibiassed  mind  be- 

€hd  to  matt)  and  that  its  truths  are  to  be  believed,  hooved  to  draw  from  them,  was,  that  **  no  nuun 

and  its  precepts  practised  by  all  to  whom  they  could  do  such  miracles  unless  God  was  with 

are  addressed.  him  ;**  and,  consequently,  that  the  truths  d*> 

JtfSrooks  form  one  part  of  the  external  evi-  dared  by  those  who  were  empowered  to  perform 

dence  by  which  revealed  reli^on  is  supported,  diem,  are  the    revelations  of  heaven';  fyt  it 

If  God,  in  compassion  to  our  benighted  and  be-  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  the  Di- 

wilderea  race,  has  thought  fit  to  communicate  a  vine  Being  to  sn^^pose,  that  he  would  interpose 

revelation  of  his  will,  there  is  no  conceivable  his  almighty  power  to  control  the  laws  of  natme, 

onde  by  which  that  revelation  cotdd  be  more  fer  the  purpose  of  giving  his  sanction  to  false- 

powerfi^y  attested,  than  by  empowering  the  hood  or  imposture. 

messengers  whom  he  inspired  to  work  miracles,  Of  the  reality  of  the  miraculous  events  to 
as  attestations  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrines  they  which  I  have  alluded,  we  have  as  high  a  degree 
declared.  Accordingly  we  find,  tiiat  at  the  in-  of  evidence  as  we  have  for  the  reality  of  any 
troduetion  both  of  the  Jewish  and  the  Christian  odier  fact  recorded  id  the  scriptures  or  in  the 
dispensations,  a  series  of  uncontrolled  miracles  history  of  the  worid.  The  sin^e  fact  of  dW  rs> 
was  exhibited  to  those  to  whom  the  messengers  mrrecHon  of  ChriMt  a  fact  so  impc^tant  in  the 
of  revelation  were  sent,  as  evidences  that  Uiey  Christian  system,  and  with  whidi  all  its  other 
acted  under  the  authority  of  the  Creator  of  the  fiu>ts  and  doctrines  are  essentially  omnected, 
■Diverse.  Under  the  administration  of  Moses,  rests  upon  a  weight  of  evidence  so  great  that 
who  founded  the  Jewish  economy,  the  waters  of  the  rejection  of  it  would  be  almost  equivalent  to 
Egypt  were  turned  into  blood,  darkness  covered  the  adoption  of  universal  scepticism.  This  fact 
an  that  country  for  three  days,  thunders  and  hail  does  not  rest  upon  the  testimony  of  an  unknown 
terrified  its  inhabitants  and  destroyed  the  firuits  individual,  or  even  of  an  unknown  multitude, 
oftheir  ground,  and  all  their  firstp^m  were  slain  but  on  the  twelve  apostles  who  hod  been  pre- 
bj  a  celestial  oaessenger  in  one  night — ^the  Red  viously  chosen  for  this  purpose,  who  had  aoccmn 
Gtea  was  parted  asunder,  the  tribes  of  Israel  panied  their  Master  in  all  his  journeys,  who  had 
passed  in  rafety  through  its  waves,  while  their  been  the  witnesses  of  his  miracles,  suflTeringti 
enemies  "  sank  as  lead  in  the  mighty  waters  ;**  and  crucifixion,  and  who  affirmed,  without  Uw 
water  was  brought  from  the  flinty  rock,  manna  least  hesitation,  and  in  the  &ce  of  every  threat* 
from  heaven  was  rained  down  to  supply  the  ening  and  persecution,  that  they  had  seen  him 
wants  ef  two  millions  of  human  beings  in  a  alive  at  different  times,  and  held  intimate  ood> 
barren  wilderness;  mount  Sinai  was  made  to  verse  with  him  after  he  had  risen  fW>m  the  dead, 
tremble  to  its  centre,  and  was  surrounded  with  It  rests  likewise  on  the  testimony  of  the  seventy 
flames  aad  snnke ;  Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abi-  disciples,  and  on  that  of  the  Ave  hundred  Ing- 
ram, with  all  the  thousands  that  joined  their  thren  who  had  seen  the  Lord  after  his  resurrb^ 
conspiracy,  were  by  a  miraculous  earthquake  tion.  These  persons  had  full  opportunity  of  ii»> 
fallowed  up  in  a  moment;  Jordan  was  divided  formation  as  to  the  fiict  they  asserted;  diey 
when  its  waters  overflowed  its  banks,  and  at  the  could  not  be  deceived,  for  it  was  brought  withili 
aooad  ef  horns  the  strong  wsAs  of  Jericho  feQ  the  eridence  of  their  senses.  They  mid  the 
or<Mtrate  to  the  ground.  When  Jesus  Christ  body  of  the  Lord  Jesus  after  he  had  been  cmci* 
latrodoced  the  gospel  dispensation,  he  gave  in-  fled  and  laid  in  the  tomtn^not  with  a  passing 
controvertible  proofs  of  his  divme  mission,  by  glance,  but  at  different  times  and  in  divan 
curing  diseases  of  every  description  merely  by  places ;  they  had  an  opportunity  of  handHiig  it 
his  word,  causing  the  lame  to  walk,  the  deaf  to  to  convince  them  it  was  no  phantom ;  they  heard 
hear,  the  dumb  to  speak,  and  the  blind  to  see ;  him  speak,  and  entered  into  intimate  conVersa- 
raisittg  the  dead  to  life,  stilling  the  tempestuous  tion  with  him  on  the  subject  of  their  future  mi- 
waves  and  the  stormy  wind ;  tomuig  water  into  nistry.  They  saw  him,  not  only  separately,  but 
wine,  feeding  five  thousand  men  in  a  wilderness  together ;  not  only  by  night,  but  by  dajr ,  Mi  at 
oo  a  f^w  loaves  and  fislies ;  and,  particularly,  by  a  distance,  but  immediately  before  them.  And 
his  own  resurrection  from  the  dead,  after  he  had  as  they  could  not  be  deceived  themselves,  they 
been  ''crucified  and  slain."  These,  as  well  as  could  have  no  motive  for  deceiving  others;  fiw 
the  mirac1|es  wrought  by  Moses,  were  demon-  they  were  aware  that,  by  so  doing,  they  exposed 
irtrative  evidences  of  the  ageaoy  and  interfer-  themselves  to  scorn,  persecution,  sufferings,  and 
«nce  of  th^  Most  High ;  they  were  completely  death  itself,  without  the  most  distant  hope  ef  r»* 
beyond  the  power  of  mere  human  agency,  and  cdmpense  oither  in  this  world  or  in  anodier* 
were  altofetber  different  from  the  tricks  of  jug>-  Their  character   and  oooduet  wen  strictly 


n 


116  ON  THE  GENERAL  IHFFUSION  OF  KNOWLEDQS. 

vrntched  and  ■enitinized.  Their  enemies  had  the  worid ;  and  the  Darrations  of  the  eraagefiatf 
taken  every  precaution  which  human  wisdom  maybe  considered  as  a  commentary  upon  these 
could  derise,  to  prevent  the  dead  body  of  their  ancient  prophecies.  The  deliverance  of  the 
Master  fiom  being  removed  firora  the  sepulchre,  Jews  from  the  Babylonish  captivityj  and  its  ao* 
either  by  6aud  or  by  violence,  and  to  secure  the  con^>lishment  by  Cyrus, — the  conquest  of  Egyp*. 
public  from  being  deluded  by  any  attempt  at  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  feretold  by  Jeromiah,~ihc 
imposture.  And  yet,  <mly  a  few  days  after  he  succession  of  the  Assyrian,  Persiany  Grredan. 
was  buried,  and  in  the  very  place  inhwe  he  was  and  Roman  monarchies,— 4he  persecntion  of  the 
crucified,  his  resurrection  was  puMicly  asserted  Jews  under  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  and  the  erec* 
and  proclaimed ;  and  no  attempt  was  made  on  tion  of  the  papal  kingdom  foretold  by  Daniel,* — 
the  part  of  the  Jewish  rulers  to  invalidate  the  and  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  the  dread- 
testimony  of  the  apostles,  by  producing  the  dead  ful  nnseries  which  should  befall  its  mbabitantSr 
body  of  him  whom  they  bad  cracUied— ^»  whose  foretdd  by  Jesus  Christ,  have  all  received  their 
tomb  they  had  set  a  seal  and  a  guard  of  Roman  accomplislunent,  accordiug  to  the  spirit  and  im- 
soldiers.  For  it  is  evident,  Ukat  if  his  body  port  of  the  original  predictions,  and  this  acconi- 
eould  have  been  found,  they  would  have  pro-  plishment  is  embodied  in  the  histofy  of  nations, 
duced  it  as  the  shortest  and  moat  decisive  con-  But  there  are  prophecies  which  were  uttered 
fiitatiott  of  the  story  of  the  resurrection.  AH  several  thousands  of  yean  ago,  of  the  accom- 
these  circumstances  being  considered,  to  sup-  plishment  of  which  we  have  sMutftIt  eviefencs  nt 
pose  that  the  apostles  either  were  deceived,  or  the  present  moment,  if  we  look  around  us  and 
attempted  to  deceive  the  world,  woobl  be  to  ad-  consider  the  state  of  the  nations  and  empires  of 
mit  a  miracle  as  great  as  that  of  the  resorreo-  the  world.  For  ezan^le,  it  was  propheae<l 
tion  itself.  But  if  the  iact  of  Christ's  rcsurreo-  respecting  Ishnwel,  the  son  of  Abraham,  "  that 
lion  be  admitted,  the  truth  of  the  evangelical  he  should  be  a  wild  man;  that  his  hand  should 
history  and  of  the  doctrines  of  Christianity  fol-  be  against  every  man,  and  every  man's  hand 
lows  as  a  necessary  consequentce.  against  him ;  that  he  should  dwell  in  the  pres- 

IVcpAsey  forms  another  lM«nch  of  the  external  eoce  of  all  his  bretlii en ;  that  he  should  be  mut- 
evhiences  of  religion.  As  God  alone' can  per-  tiplied  exceedingly,  beget  twdve  princes,  -and 
eeive  with  certain^  the  future  a<!tions  of  fi-ee  heoome  a  great  nation.^  This  prediction  ban 
agents,  and  the  remote  consequences  of  those  been  literally  accomplished  in  the  jiriAa,  the 
laws  of  nature  which  he  himself  established—*  undoubted  descendants  of  Ishmael,  who,  for  time 
prophecy,  whm  clearly  fiilfilled,  afibids  the  nioet  immemorial,  have  been  robbers  by  hind  and  pi- 
convincing  evidence  of  an  intimate  and  snper^  rates  by  sea ;  and  though  their  hands  have  been 
natural  communion  between  God  and  the  per-  against  every  man,  ukl  every  man's  hand 
son  who  uttered  the  prediction.  It  is  evident,  against  them,  they  have  ahvays  dwelt,  and  ai 
however,  that  prophecy  was  never  intended  as  this  day,  still  dwell,  in. "  the  presence  of  theai 
an  evidence  of  an  origimd  revelation.  From  brethren,"  a  (iree  aiui  independent  people.  The 
its  very  nature  it  is  totally  unfit  for  such  a  pur-  greatest  cooquerors  in  the  worid  have  attempt<n} 
pose^  because  it  is  impossible,  without  some  to  subdue  them,  but  their  attempts  uniformly 
eztrhisic  proof  <lf  its  divine  origin,  to  ascertain  foiled  of  success.  When  they  appeared  on  the 
iriiether  any  prophecy  be  true  or  folse,  till  the  brink  of  ruin,  they  were  signally  and  providen- 
period  arrive  when  it  ought  to  be  accomplished,  tially  delivered.  Alexander  was  preparing  aa 
But  when  it  is  fiilfilled,  it  aSbrds  complete  evi-  expedition  against  them,  when  he  was  cot  oS 
dence,  that  he  who  uttered  it  spake  by  the  spirit  in  the  flower  of  his  age.  P<mipey  was  in  the 
of  God,  and  that  the  doctrines  he  taught  were  career  of  his  conquest,  when  urgent  afftors  called 
dictated  by  the  same  spkit,  and,  consequently,  hnn  to  another  quarter.  Gallius  had  penetra- 
true.  To  us,  therefinre,  who  live  in  an  age  po»-  ted  for  into  theur  country,  wh«i  a  folal  disesjse 
tertor  to  the  fiilfilment  of  many  of  the  ancient  destroyed  great  numbers  of  his  men,  and  obliged 
prophecies,  and  wfaUe  some  of  them  are  actuaUy  him  to  return.  Trajan  besieged  their  capital 
acoompltshing,  the  fiilfihnent  of  these  predie-  city ;  but  was  defeated  by  thunder,  and  light- 
tions  forms  a  powerful  and  striking  evidence  of  ning,  and  whirlwinds.  Severm  besieged  the 
the  divine  authority  of  the  wrkers  both  of  the  same  ci^  twice,  and  was  twice  repelled  fi^om 
Old  and  the  New  Testament.  before  it.    Even  the  Turks  have  been  unable 

The  first  profrfiecy  which  was  given  forth  in  to  subdue  the  Arabs,  or  even  to  restrsin  then 

the  garden  of  Eden,  that  "  the  seed  of  the  woman  depredations ;  and  they  are  obliged  to  pay  them 

sbottkl  bruise  the  head  of  the  serpent,"  and  the  a  sort  of  aimual  tribute  for  the  safo  passage  of 

predictians  of  the  Jewish  prophets  respecting  the  the  pilgrims  who  go  to  Mecca  to  pay  their  devo- 

appearance,  the  miracles,  the  sufierings,  the  tions.    Tlie  curse  pronounced  upon  Mam;  the- 

death,  resurrection,  and  subsequent  glory  ofMes-  father  of  Canaan,  could  ako  be  shown  to  have- 

•iah,  and  the  opposition  he  was  to  endure  firom  been  signally  accomplished  in  the  case  of  th* 

die  people  to  whom  he  was  sent,  were  literaUy  Canaanites,  and  the  Africans,  their  descendants* 

•OooHplishedi  when  Jesus  Christ  appeared  in  who  have  been  literally  "a  servant  of  servant* 
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15  tlwir  brethren.**    Tbey  were  under  the  do*  6f  ht9,  or  be  devoured  by  wild  beasts.    So  strong 
ninion,  first  of  the  Romans,  then  of  the  Sara-  were  popular  prejudices  and  suspicions  agamst 
censi  and  now  of  the  Turks.    And ,  in  what  thenii  that  in  the  year  1346,  on  st^pioen  of  their 
ignorance',  barbarity,  sloeery,  and  misery  do  having  poisoned  the  springs  and  wells,  a  million 
noat  of  them  remain?     Many  thousands  of  andahalfof  them  were  crueUy  massacred.    In 
them  are  every  year  bought  and  sold,  like  beasts  1492, 500,000  of  them  were  driven  out  of  SpaiUr 
in  the  maiket,  and  conveyed  from  one  quarter  and  150,000  from  Portugal,  and  even  at  ihe  pro- 
of the  world  to  do  the  work  of  beasts  in  another,  sent  moment  they  are,  in  moat  places,  subjected 
The  present  state  oiBabykn  is  also  a  striking  both  to  civil  incapacities  and  unohristian  severi- 
nc<v9mplishment  of  the  denunciations  of  ancient  ties.    Yet,  notwithstanding  the  hatred  and  con- 
prophecy.     When  we  consider  the  vast  extent  tempt  in  which  they  are  heki,  wherever  they 
and  roa^uficenee  of  that  ancient  city,  *<thegk>ry  ^pear,  they  are  most  obstinatdy  tenacious  ol 
of  kingdoms  and  the  beauty  of  the  Chaldee*s  the  religion  of  their  &thera,  although  thoiranoea* 
«ccelicikcy,'*  we  should  have  thought  it  almost  tors  were  so  prone  to  apostatize  from  it ;  and 
tn^osnUe  that  it  should  have  become  "  an  utter  although  most  of  them  seem  to  be  utter  strangers 
dMolation,**  that  *'the  wild  beasts  should  cry  to  piety,  and  pour  contempt  on  the  moro^  precepts 
in  its  desolate  houses,  and  dragons  in  its  pleasant  of  their  own  law,  they  are  most  obstinately  at- 
palaces,"  and  that  **  it  should  never  be  inhabited  tached  to  the  eereoiosia<.institutions  of  it,  burdeu* 
nor  dwelt  in  from  generation  to  generation,"  as  some  and  inconvenient  as  they  are.  ^  They  have 
the  prophet  Isaiah  had  foretold,  several  hundreds  never  been  amalgamated  with  any  of  the  nations 
df  years  prior  to  its  destruction,  and  when  it  was  among  whkh  they  awdt ;  they  remain  a  distinct 
flouriahing  in  the  height  of  its  gl<»y.*    Yet  we  people,  notwithstanding  their  numerous  disper- 
fcnow  for  certain,  that  this  once  magnificent  nons ;  their  numbers  are  not  diminished ;  and, 
metropolis,  whose  hanging  gardens  were  reck-  were  they  collected  into  one  body,they  would  form 
oned  one  of  the  seren  wonders  of  the  world,  has  a  nation  as  numerous  and  powerful  as  in  the  most 
liecorae  so  complete  a  desdation,  that  the  besom  flourishing  periods  of  the  Jewish  commonwealth, 
of  destruction  has  left  scarcely  a  single  trace  of  The  existence  of  the  lews  in  such  circumstanoes, 
its  fiMiner  grandeur ;  and  it  is  a  subject  of  dis-  as  a  dutmct  notion,  so  contrary  to  the  histwy  of 
pote  among  travellers,  whether  the  exact  site  on  every  other  naticm,  and  to  the  course  of  human 
which  it  was  built  be  yet  ascertained.  affairs  in  similar  cases,  may  justly  be  considered 
In  short,  the  present  state  of  the  Jews,  com-  as  a  ttanding  tmradt  for  the  truth  of  divine  re- 
pared  with  ancient  predictions,  is  one  of  the  ▼elation.    Such  a  scene  in  the  conduct  of  tho 
most  striking  and  convincing  proofs  of  the  literal  divine  government,  cannot  be  paralleled  in  the 
fulfilraent  of  the  Old  Testament  prophecies.  The  history  of  any  other  pe<^e  on  the  iaceof  tho 
IbUowing  prediction  respecting  them  was  uttered  earth ;  and  their  being  permitted  so  long  to  sor^ 
more  than  1700  years  before  the  commencement  vive  the  dissolution  of  their  own  state,  aad  to 
of  the  Christian  era :  **  The  Lord  shall  scatter  continue  a  distinct  nation,  is  doubtless  intended 
thee  among  ail  people  from  the  one  end  of  the  for  the  accomplishment  of  another  inq>ortantpre> 
earth  even  unto  the  other.    And  among  those  diction,  viz.  that  **  they  may  return  sjmI  seek  the 
natioas  shalt  diou  find  no  ease,  neither  shall  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king,  and  feat 
nolo  of  thy  foot  have  rest,  but  the  Lord  shall  give  the  Lord  and  his  goodness  in  the  latter  days.'*  In 
thee  a  trembling  heart,  and  fiuling  of  eyes,  and  the  preseitt  day,  we  perceive  a  tendency  towards 
sorrow  of  mind." — **  And  thou  shalt  become  an  this  wished-for  consummation.     Within  these 
astonishment,  a  proverb,  and  a  by-word  amons  last  thirty  years,  a  greater  number  of  Jews  has 
all  the  nations  whither  the  Lord  shall  lead  you.'7  been  converted  to  the  profession  of  the  Christiaa 
The  whole  history  of  the  Jewish  nation  since  the  laith  than  had  happened  for  a  thousand  yean 
destruction  of  Jerusalem,  as  well  as  &e  present  before.    And  when  they  shall  be  collected  tcook 
state  of  that  singular  peofrfe,  fimns  a  striking  com-  all  the  regions  in  which  th^  are  now  scattmred, 
mentary  upon  these  ancient  predictions,  and  and  brought  to  the  acknowledgment  of  Jesus 
•hows,  that  they  had  been  fuUy  and  literally  ao-  Christ  as  the  true  Messiah,  and  to  siihmission 
conplished.    The  Jews,  it  is  well  known,  have  to  his  laws,  and  reinstated  either  in  their  own 
been  dispersed  ahnost  over  &e  whole  face  of  the  land  or  in  some  other  portion  of  the  ^obe,  such 
g^kibe  for  more  than  seventeen  hundred  years ;  an  event  will  form  a  sensible  demonstration  of 
they  have  been  despised  snd  hated  by  aD  nations ;  the  divinity  of  our  religion,  level  to  the  'compre- 
they  have  suffered  the  most  cruel  persecutions ;  hension  of  all  nations,  and  which  aO  the  sneers 
**  their  life  has  hung  in  doubt  before  them,  and  sophisms  of  sceptics  and  infidels  will  never 
and  they  have  feared  day  and  night,"  both  for  be  able  to  withstand. 

ilMir  property  and  their  lives ;  they  have  been  The  inUn^  evidences  of  Chriitianity  v 

Mid  in  multitudes,  like  cattle  in  the  nuuket ;  th^  those  which  #e  deduced  from  the  nature  of  tba 

Imm  been  exposed  on  puUic  theatres,  to  exhibit  facts,  doctrines  and  moral  precepts  which  it  r^ 

•  Isalsh  xW.  is-M.  ^'  and  fi«n  4e  harm«                           of 

^  Dent.  eh.  zxvUL  u  »  parlfe.    The  followmg  is  a  bnef  summary 
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cf  the  foading  viewi  tirhicb  may  be  taken  of  this  aumed  to  heighten  the  expreasions  by  a  poetica. 
fobject.  translation  cnt  paraphrase,  have  &Ued  in  the  at> 
1.  Tht  digniUf  and  mcQuty  of  tfte  tfyU  in  tempt.    It  indicates  an  utter  want  of  true  tasie 
which  many  portioDi  of  the  Scriptures  are  writ^  in  any  man  to  despise  or  undervalue  these  writ- 
ten, and  <Ae  suft/imi^  of  manjf  of  th»  id*M  and  ings.    Were  it  not  that  the  sacred  penmen  lav 
mniimenU  they  contain,  are  strong  presumptions  dum  to  the  inspiration  of  the  Alxnighty,  an^ 
of  their  divine  original.    This  is  strikinfly  cz-  consequently,  set  themselves  in  direct  opposition 
hibited  in  all  those  casee  in  which  the  perfections  to  pride,  lasciviousness,  revenge,  and  every  othei" 
and  operations  of  the  Dei^  are  brought  into  view,  unholy  princ^>le  and  passion,  the  bible,  in  point 
as  in  such  passages  as  the  feUowing,— "  He  ofthe  beauty  and  sublimity  of  its  sentiments,  and 
hangeth  the  earth  upon  nothing;  he  bindeth  op  the  variety  of  interesting  information  it  conveys, 
the  waters  in  his  thick  ckwds ;  he  hath  compass-  would  be  prized  more  highly  by  every  man  of 
ed  the  waters  with  bounds,  until  the  day  and  taste  than  all  the  other  writings  either  of  poets, 
night  come  to  an  end;  the  piHars  of  heaven  philosophers  or  historians,  which  have  descended 
tremble  and  are  astonished  at  his  reproof.    He  to  us  from  the  remotest  ages  of  antiquity, 
divideth  the  sea  by  his  great  power ;  by  his  %,  The  Christian  religion  eaehilnU  the  moMt  r»- 
■pirit  ho  hath  garnished  the  heavens.    Lo,  these  tionalf  mbUmtt  and  otnauteiU  vitwoftht  Ihvmo 
are  only  parts  of  his  ways,  but  how  little  a  por-  Bting,    It  represents  him  as  setf^zistent  and 
tion  is  heard  of  him,  and  the  thunder  of  his  power  independent,  and  as  "the  high  and  lofty  One 
who  can  comprehend  V* — "  By  the  word  of  the  who  inhabited  eternity,''  before  the  universe 
Lord  were  the  heavens  made ;  he  spake  and  it  was  brought  into  existence,  in  whose  sight  "  a 
was  done,  he  commanded  and  it  stood  fast.*'  thousand  years  are  as  one  day,  and  one  day  aa 
**  Gh^at  is  Jehovah  and  of  great  power,  his  great-  a  thousand  years."    It  represents  him  as  fiUing 
ness  is  unsearchable.  Us  understanding  is  infi-  the  immensity  of  space  with  his  presence,  as 
nite ;  marvellous  diings  doth  he  which  we  can-  having  the  most  intimate  knowledge  of  all  crei^ 
not  comprehend."      "The  heaven,  even  the  tures  and  events  throughont  the  vast  creation,  at 
heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  him ;  he  hath  the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  as  possessed 
prepared  bis  throne  in  the  heavens,  and  his  king-  of  uncontrollable  power,  infinite  wisdom  and  ifr> 
dom  nileth  over  all.    He  doth  according  to  his  telligence,  boundless  benevdence  and  mercy, 
will  in  the  army  of  heaven  and  among  the  inha^  perfect  rectitude  and  holiness,  and  inviolable 
bitants  ofthe  earth,  and  none  can  stay  his  hand,  faithfulness  and  truth.    It  represents  his  provi- 
or  say  unto  him,  what  dost  thou  ?"    "  Who  hath  dential  care  as  extending  to  aJl  the  creatures  he 
meastired  tfie  ocean  in  the  hollow  of  his  band,  has  fbrmed,  and  to  all  dttir  movements,  however 
and  meted  out  heaven  with  a  span,  and  ccnn-  numerous  or  minute ;  animating  the  vegetable 
prehended  the  dust  of  the  earth  in  a  measure,  and  animal  tribes,  setting  bounds  to  the  raging 
and  weired  the  mountains  m  scales  and  the  billows,  "thundering  marvellously  with  his  voaoe. 
hiQs  in  a  balance.     Who  hath  directed  the  sending  lightnings  with  nin,"  having  "  his  way 
spirit  ofthe  Lord,  or  being  his  counsellor  hath  in  the  whu-lwind  and  the  storm,"  making  "the 
taught  him?    Behold,  the  nations  are  as  a  drop  earth  to  quake  at  his  presence,"  shining  in  the 
of  a  bucket,  and  are  counted  as  the  small  dust  of  stars,  glowing  in  the  sun,  and  moving  with  his 
the  balance.     Behold,  he  taketh  up  the  isles  as  hands  the  mighty  wwlds  which  compose  tbe 
a  very  little  thuiff.    AH  nations  before  him  are  universe*    It  represents  him  as  governing  the 
as  nodung,  and  they  are  counted  to  him  less  than  universe  of  minds  which  he  has  formed,  as  hav^ 
nothing  and  vanity."    These,  and  many  similar  ing  the  "  hearts"  and  purposes  "  of  all  men  in  his 
passages  to  be  found  in  the  sacred  writings,  far  hand,"  and  as  directing  all  the  mysterious  and 
surpass,  in  dimity  of  language  and  sublimity  of  wonderful  powers  of  knowledge  and  moral  action 
sentiment,  every  thing  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  to  fulfil  his  purposes  throo^out  the  whole  extent 
writings  of  the  most  celebrated  poets  and  philo-  of  his  immense  and  eternal  empire.     Such  a 
sophers  of  Greece  and  Rome.    If  we  take  the  being,  when  properly  contemplated,  is  calculated 
most  animated  poems  of  Homer,  Virgil,  or  Ho-  to  dnw  forth  the  love  and  adoration  of  all  ratiooal 
race,  and  read  them  in  a  prose  translation,  as  we  beings ;  and  wherever  Christianity  has  imparted 
do  the  Scriptures,  they  appear  flat  and  jejune,  a  knowledge  of  these  attributes  dt  the  divinity, 
.ind  their  spirit  is  almost  evi^>orated ;  and  the  idolatry  and  superstition,  with  all  their  absurdi* 
words  they  put  into  the  mouths  of  their  deities,  ties,  abominations,  and  horrid  cruelties,  have 
and  the  actions  they  ascribe  to  them,  are  fre-  gradually  disappeared. 

quently  both  ridiculous  and  absurd,  calculated  to  8.  Cluristi&nity  has  given  as  full  assurance  of 

excite  hatred  and  contempt,  instead  of  adoration  iht  mmortaiHy  of  men  and  rfa  fithtrt  siste  ^ 

and  reverence.     But  the  Script|D'es  preserve  funuhmenti  and  rewardt.    Nothing  can  be  eif 

their  sublimity  and  riory  even  in  the  most  literal  more  importance  to  every  human  being  than  to 

translation,  and  such  a  translation  into  any  Ian-  be  assured  of  his  eternal  destination.    Without 

foage  is  always  fbimd  to  be  the  best ;  and  it  has  the  discoveries  of  ChristiaKity,  we  can  attaia  t» 

joinnnly  happened,  that  those  who  have  pre  no  absolute  certainty  on  this  momwitous  iiihieeli 
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The  grmXMt  philotophen  oTtbe  hMthm  worU  fi>r  oor  offanoaf,  and  rote  agtin  fiir  oar  jnatlfi* 
ooQftJdered  the  argumentt  ia  fiivour  of  man'i  cation;"  that  **Qod  hath  Mt  him  fbrth  aa  a 
immortal  deittny  as  amouoiing  only  to  a  certain  propitiation  to  declare  hia  rigbtaooanaaa  in  the 
degree  of  probability,  and  their  minda  were  con*  remiaslon  of  aina,"  and  diat,  having  nnde  ao 
Unually  hanging  in  doubt  and  unoertaiaty,  aa  to  ooatly  a  aaerifice  for  the  aina  of  the  world,  he 
what  might  befkll  them  at  the  hoor  of  diaaolo-  will  refuae  nothing  that  can  contribute  to  the 
tioo.  The  moat  powerHiI  argumenta  in  proof  preaent  and  ererlaating  happineaa  of  the  believer 
of  a  future  retribution,  are  founded  on  the  juatioei  in  Jeaua.  "  He  who  apated  not  hia  own  Son, 
the  benevolence,  and  the  wiadom  of  the  I>eity  ;  but  delivered  him  up  for  ua  ail,  how  ahall  he  not 
but  it  ia  questionable  whether  we  dwuld  ever  with  him  alao  freely  give  na  all  tbinga  7"  Such  de- 
have  acquired  clear  oonceptiona  of  theae  at*  darationa,  when  coriially  received,  are  anffieient 
tributea  of  the  Divinity  without  the  aid  of  the  to  allay  all  the  foara  of  a  guilty  conaeience,  to 
revelationa  of  the  Bible.  On  thia  moat  iropoftant  iuapve  the  aoul  with  holy  love  and  gratitude, 
point,  however,  Chriatianlty  diaaipatea  every  ob-  uid  to  produce  <*  a  peace  of  mind  that  paaaetb 
acurily,  dtspela  every  doubt,  and  aeta  the  doctrine    all  imderatanding.*' 

of  **  life  aid  immortality"  beyond  the  grave,  in  6>  Christianity  inculcatea  ihepmrvt  and  mMi 
the  deareat  light,  not  by  metaj^ysical  reaaoninga,    eempnkmimM  ^fttem  of  morali^.    Its  moral  re* 

tmitttelligible  to  the  bulk  of  mukind,  but  by  the  qui^iitiooa  are  all  comprehended  under  the  two 

positive  declarationa  of  him  vriio  h'aih  *'  all  power  foil':wing  niLea  or  princlplee,  **  Thou  ahalt  love 
in  heaven  and  on  earth."  It  givea  fiill  aaauranee  to  the  Lord  thy  GU>d  with  aU  thy  heart,**  and  *'  tfaoa 
all  who  devote  themaelveeto  theaervice  of  Ghid,     ahalt  love  thy  neighbour  aa  thyself,"  which  di- 

and  conform  to  hia  will,  that  **  when  their  earthly  verge  mto  numberleaa  ramificationa.     It  could 

tabeniadea  are  diaaolved.  they  have  a  building  aaailybe  ahown,  that  theae  principlee  are  auffi* 

of  God,  an  houae  not  made  with  handa,  eternal  oient  to  form  ibe  baaia  of  a  moral  coda  for  the 

in  the  heavena ;"  and  that "  the  afBictiona  "  to  whole  intelliaeni creation,  that  ihey  are  caloulat- 

whieh  they  are  now  expoaed  "  work  out  for  od  to  unite  the  creature  to  the  Creator,  and  all 

them  an  eternal  weight  of  glory."    And,  to  con-  rational  beinga  with  one  another,  indierever  tiiey 

•ole  them  in  the  proapect  of  dropping  their  bo-  may  exist  throughout  the  boundleea  empire  of 

diea  into  the  grave,  they  are  aaaured,  that  the  the  Aknighty ;  and  that  peace,  order,  and  happi* 

period  ia  approaching,  when  their  mortal  frame  neaa  would  be  the  invariable  and  neceoaary  r^ 

«  ebaU  put  on  immortdity,"  and  when  "  all  who  aults  wherever  their  inBuenoe  extended.    If  the 

are  in  their  graves  ahall  hear  the  voice  of  the  love  of  God  reigned  aupreme  in  every  heart, 

Son  of  Qod,  and  ahall  «oroe  forth,  they  that  there  would  be  no  auperatition  or  idolatry  in  the 

have  done  good  to  the  resurrection  of  life,  and  universe,  nor  any  of  the  crimes  and  abominationa 

(hey  that  have  done  evil  to  the  reaurrection  of  with  which  they  have  been  aooompanied  in  oar 

conidemnation."  world, — no    blaapheroy  or  pro&natioo  of  the 

4.  Chriatianity  dearly  pemlt  oul  tht  wt^  iy  name  of  Jebovahy— no  perjury,  hypocriay,  arro- 

mUdk pardon  ofmn  may  6a  ihudntdhf  th$  guUty»  gance,  pride,  ingratitude,  nor  mnrmuringa  under 

Reason  disoovera  that  man  is  guilty,  and  at  the  ^o  allotments  of  Divine  Providence.    And,  if 

aame  time  perceives  that  a  ainner  deservea  every  moral  inlelligence  loved  hia  fellow-creaturea 

puniahment.     Hence,  the  remorae  and  the  feara  aa  himaelf,  there  wouU  be  no  rivalahipa  and  an- 

with  which  the  eonaciencea  of  ainnera  in  every  tipathiea  between  nationa,  and,  conaeqoently,  no 

age  have  been  tormented.    "  Wherewithal  ahall  waiv,  devaatation,  nor  carnage,— no  tyranny, 

I  come  before  the  Lord  ?  Shall  I  come  with  baughtinesa,  or  oppreaaion  among  the  great,  nor 

thousanda  of  burnt  ofTeringa  7  Shall  I  offer  my  anvy,  disoontent,  or  insubordination  among  the 

firat-bom  for  my  Iranagressions,  the  fruii  of  my  lower  classes  of  society, — no  syitama  of  slavery, 

body  fix-  the  ain  of  my  aoul?"  are  the  anxious  nor  peraeeationa  on  account  of  religioua  opinions, 

inquiriea  of  every  ainner  who  feda  oonaeioua  — no  murdeni,  thefia,  robberiea,  or  aaaaaaina- 

that  he  haa  violated  the  lawa  of  Heaven.    Henee^  tiona,^4M  treacheroua  friendahipa,  nor  fraud  and 

the  numeroua  modea  by  whidi  Pagan  nationa  deceit  in  commercial  tranaactiooaf— no  impla- 

have  attempted  to  appease  the  wrath  of  their  cable  reaentmenla  among  frienda  and  relativea, 

deitiea;  hence,  their  saorifioea,  their  bomt-oC^  and  ao  ingratitude  er  diao6edienoe  among  diild- 

feringa,  their  bodily  torturaa,  their  human  vie-  ren  or  aervants.    On  the  other  band,  aedtnaea, 

time,  aiad  the  rivers  of  bk>od  which  have  flowed  long  suffering,  gentleness,  humility,  temperance, 

in  thdr  temples  and  upon  theu*  dtara.    But  fidelity,   brotherly  kindneaa,   and  aaered  joy, 

reason  eouM  never  prove,  that  by  any  of  theae  would  pervade  every  heart,  and  traaafbrm  our 

modea  sin  could  be  expiated,  and  the  Deity  rso-  work!  from  a  scene  of  contantion  and  miaery  to 

dared  propitioua.     Chriatianity  akme  unfblda  a  mord  paradiaa.    The  oomprahendve  nature 

the  plait  <Mf  redemption,  and  the  way,  by  which  oftheee  lawa  or  prindplea,  and  their  tendency 

guilty  men  may  obtain  fbrgiveneaa  and  aoeep-  to  produce  unberaal  order  and  happineas  among 

;anoe  in  the  eight  of  him  whoae  lawa  they  have  all  intdligeneea,  form,  therefore,  a  strong  pra- 

vidated.    It  declares, "  that  Christ  Jeans  died  aan^rtiva  argument  of  their  divine  ortgind* 
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Tbm«  are  ceriAiii  Christian  precepts,  dl&  oharaoter.    The  apostle*  and  first  ChristiMe. 

fereDi  from  all  that  were  erer  tau^t.bj  the  sages  who  uniformly  practised  these  virtues,  were  dii» 

of  the  Pagan  world,  and  in  direct  opposition  to  tinguished  by  undaunted  fortitude  and  alnosi 

their  most  favourite  maxims,  which  might  be  unparalleled  intrepidity.    They  advocated  their 

shown  to  have  the  ssme  beneficial  tendency,  cause,  before  princes  and  ruleis,  with  the  utnoei 

For  example,  it  is  one  of  the  precepts  laid  down  dignity  and  composure ;  they  were  ready  to  sol- 

by  ihe  Founder  of  our  religion,  **  Resist  not  evil,  for  die  greatest  persecutions,  and  even  the  most 

but   whosoever  shall  smite  thee  on  the  right  exeruciating  tormenis,  rather  than  betray  the  s^ 

cheek,  turn  to  him  the  dher  also,"  Ice ;  and  in  cred  cause  in  which  they  had  embarfced ;  and  one 

accordance  with  this  precept  he  propounds  the  of  them  had  the  bddness,  when  brought  befora 

following,  *'  Love  your  enemies,  do  good  to  them  the  Roman  governor  as  a  prisoner,  to  arraign 

that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  who  despite-  the  very  vices  for  which  he  was  notorious,  end  to 

fully  use  you  and  persecute  you."    And  he  en*  make  the  profligatejadge  tremble  in  his  presence.* 

forces  it  by  one  of  the  most  sublime  and  besntifui  So  far  from  these  virtues  being  mran  or  unmanly, 

motives,  *^  That  ye  may  be  the  chiklren  of  your  they  are  the  principal  qualities  that  are  justly  en* 

Father  who  is  in  heaven,  for  he  maketh  the  sun  titled  to  the  epithet  herme;  far  they  ara  the  meet 

to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  sendelh  difiicult  to  be  acquired  and  sustained,  as  they  mn 

rain  on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust."    Now,  these  counter  to  the  general  current  of  human  passion 

precepts  of  morality  are  not  only  original,  and  and  feeling,  and  to  all  the  corrupt  propensities  of 

peculiar  to  the  Christian  system,  but  they  are  in  the  nature  of  roan.    A  man  may  have  sufficient 

direct  oppositioo  to  all  the  virtues  generally  de-  Jieroism  to  bombard  a  town,  or  to  conquer  an 

nominated  Aereie,  and  which  are  so  much  cele-  army,  and  yel  be  altogether  unable  to  regulate 

brated  by  the  poets,  philoeophera,  and  historians  his  temper,  or  subdue  his  boisferous  passions, 

of  antiquity.     While  the  annals  of  history  pro-  But,  **  he  that  is  stow  to  anger,  is  better  than  the 

claim,  diat  the  exercise  of  the  heroic   virtues  mighty,  and  he  that  ruleth  his  spirit  than  he  that 

(among  which  are  classed  implacability  and  r»-  taketh  a  city."   In  the  one  case,  we  strive  against 

venge,)  has  banished  peace  from  the  world,  and  the  corrupt  affections  of  our  nature,  in  the  other, 

covered  the  earth  with  devastation  and  bloodshed,  (as  in  giving  vent  le  implacability  and  revrnge,) 

it  could  easily  be  shown,  that,  were  the  virtues  we  give  loose  reins  to  our  mali^ant  passions, 

inculcated  by  our  Saviour  universally  practised,  In  the  one  case,  we  struggle  against  the  stream, 

thera  would  not  be  an  enemy  on  the  face  of  the  in  order  to  obtain  safety  and  repose ;  in  ihe  other, 

globe,  wars  would  cease  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  we  allow  ourselves  to  be  hurried  along  with  the 

and  the  whole  world  would  form  one  vast  oom-  current,  regardlem  of  the  rocks  against  which  we 

munity  of  friends  and  brethren.    Whereas,  were  may  l»e  da^ed,  or  the  whirlpools  in  which  we  may 

the  opposite  dispositions  wdoencd,  an    unoon*  be  engulfed.    In  proportion,  then,  as  the  Chrir 

trolled  by  any  counteracting    principle,  they  tian  virtues  prevail  in  any  community,  will  quar* 

would  produce  a  scene  of  universal  contention  rals  and  contentione,  and  every  thing  destructive 

and  misery  throughout  the  moral  universe.—  of  human  enjoyment,  be  eflrectuaHy  prevented. 

Another  disposition  peculiar  to  the  Christian  and  happiness  diffused  among  all  ranks  of  so* 

•ystem,  and  which  is  enforced  throughout  both  ciety. 

the  Old  and  the  New  Testament,  iM /iMmUity,  In  short,  Christianity,  in  its  moral  requisitioos, 

So  little  was  this  disposition  regarded  by  the  enjoins  every  relative  and  reciprocal  doty  be* 

ancient  heathen  world,  that,  in  the  classical  Ian*  tween  parents  and  children,  mastera  and  servants, 

guages  of  Gheeoe  and  Rome,  there  is  no  word  to  husbands  and  wives,  goveraora  and  subjects , 

denote  the  virtue  of  humility.    It  is  a  quality,  and,  not  only  enforces  the  practice  of  justice  and 

however,  which  results  so  naturally  out  of  thero*  equity  in  all  such  relations,  but  inspires  the  most 

lation  in  which  man  stands  to  his  Maker,  and  is  sublime  and  extensive  charity, — a  boondlem  and 

10  correspondent  to  Uie  low  rank  which  be  holds  disinterested  effbsion  of  tenderness  for  the  whole 

in  the  scale  of  universal  being,  that  the  religion  species,  which  foels  for  their  distren,  and  ope* 

which  so  powerfully  enjoins  it  may  be  said  to  rates  for  their  relief  and  improvement.    It  pre* 

have  "  a  sim  from  heaven"  that  it  proceeds  from  scribes  no  setfdenial,  except  with  regard  to  sinfiil 

God.    And,  in  his  intercourses  in  society,  a  man  lusts  and  depraved  passions;  no  mortifieatioa. 

will  always  find,  that  there  is  a  far  higher  degree  except  of  evil  affections ;  it  gives  foil  scope  to 

of  quiet  and  satisfikction  to  be  enjoyed,  by  hum-  every  feeling  that  contributes  to  the  real  eii|Ov* 

Wing  himself,  thail  by  endeavouring  to  humble  ment  of  life,  while  it  guards,  by  the  most  awAd 

ethera ;  for  every  arrogant  and  haugh^  spirit  saiHStions,  every  duty  the  observance  of  which  is 

will  uniformly  smart  under  the  feelings  of  wound-  necessary  for  our  present  and  future  happiness, 

ed  pride,  and  disappointed  ambition.  It  extends  our  views  beyond  the  limits  of  the 

The  Christian  ▼irtues  to  which  I  have  now  present  state,  and  shows  us,  that  the  futiire  hai>- 

advetled,  ought  not  to  be  consUered  as  the  cha-  piness  of  man  is  connected  with  hi^  prssst 
ncteristies  o(  a  mean  and  unmanly  spirit,  or  as 

eootniy  to  tk  e  dignity  and  energy  of  the  human  •  acU  xxiv.  tt. 
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iaci,  and  dm  wry  Mtioo  uf  oar  Iitm  should  and  equity  of  bis  procedure  will  be  fiilljdieplti^- 

baTO  a  refervnco  to  Uiat  iminortal  existence  to  *ed  and  vindicated  in  the  future  world,  where 

ynbien  we  are  destined.    Bat  it  never  insinuates,  *'  every  man  will  be  rewarded  according  to  his 

thai  earth  and  heaven  are  opposed  to  each  other,  works."    And  as  Christianity  explains  the  cause 

as  to  their  duties  and  enjoyments,  or  that  we  of  the  physical  and  moral  evils  which  exist  incur 

■sost  be  miserable  here,  in  order  to  he  happy  world,  so  it  affords  strong  consolation  lo  the  nund* 

hereafter.    For  while  it  prescribes  rules  which  of  its  votaries  under  the  afflictions  to  which  they 

have  for  their  ultimate  object  our  happiness  in  a  are  now  exposed.    For,  what  is  death  to  that 

future  world,  the  observance  of  these  rules  is  cal-  nind  which  considers  immortality  as  the  career 

culated  to  secure  our  highest  enjoyment  even  in  of  iu  existence  ?    What  are  the  frowns  of  for- 

tbe  present  life  ;  and  every  one  wbohas  devoted  tuue  to  him  who  daims  an  eternal  world  as  bis 

himself  to  the  practice  of  genuine  Christianity  inheritance  1    What  is  the  loss  of  friends  to  that 

faM  uniibrmly  found,  that  *' godliness  is  profitable  heart  which  feeb  that  it  shall  quickly  rejoia 

unto  all  things,  having  the  promise  both  of  the  them  in  a  more  intimate  and  permanent  inteiw 

lUe  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come.**  eourso  than  any  of  which  the  present  life  is  su^ 

Co  the  characteristics  of  the  moral  code  of  Chris-  cepiiblel    What  are  the  changes  and  revoloticiM 

ttaaity,  then,  I  should  scarcely  hesitate  to  rest  of  earthly  things  to  a  mind  which  uniibnnly  an- 

Alaoot  the  whole  of  the  internal  evidence  of  its  ticipaiea  a  state  of  unchangeable  felicity  ?    As 

divine  original.  For  laws,  which  have  a  tendsncy  earth  is  but  a  point  in  the  universe,  and  time  but 

to  unite  in  a  bond  of  affectionate  union  the  whole  a  moaent  in  infinite  duration,  ^udi  are  the  hopes 

intelligent  creatioa,«-which,  if  practised,  would  of  the  Christian  in  oosaparison  of  every  sublunary 

mdermine  every  species  of  moral  evil,  and  pro-  misfortune. 

ttote  peace  and  happiness  over  all  the  earth,  and  7.  Revelation  oonmunicates  to  us  a  know- 

which  are  equally  calculated  to  produce  true  en-  ledge  of  facts  and  doctrines  which  we  oouU  not 

joyment  in  this  world,  and  to  prepare  us  for  the  otherwise  have  acquired.    It  informs,  us  that 

higher  felicities  of  the   world  to  come,— must  the  Deity  existed  atont  innumerable  ages  before 

have  had  their  origin  in  the  mind  of  that  Al-  Time  begai^^that  the  material  universe  was 

mighty  Being  whose  omniscient  eye  perceives  all  brought  into  existence,  at  his  command,  and  by 

the  e^ts  of  every  principle  of  action,  and  ail  the  exertion  of  his  Almighty  powsr    and  tfaiu 

the  rdations  which  subsist  throughout  the  moral  the  earth,  in  iit  pnteniformt  bad  no  existence 

imiverse.  at  a  period  seven  thousand  years  beyond  the 

6.  Cbristiaoity  explains  certain    moral  phe-  present.    It  informs  us  of  the  manner  in  which 

BooMna,  which  wouM  otherwise  have  been  inex-  this  gk>be  was  first  peopled,  of  the  primeval 

plicahle,  and  afbrds  strong  oonsolatioo  under  the  state  of  ils  first  inhabitants,  of  their  fall  from  the 

evils  of  life.    It  throws  a  light  on  the  origin  of  state  of  innocence  and  pnri^  in  which  dbey 

evil,  and  the  disorders  both  of  the  physical  and  were  at  first  created,  of  the  increase  of  wicked- 

■KMTsl  world,  by  informing  us,  that  man  has  lost  ness  which  followed  the  entrance  of  sin  into  (he 

hie  original  happiness  and  integrity,  that  the  earth  world,  of  the  Dehige  which  swept  away  its  i»- 

has  be«n  defiled  by  his  sin  and  rebellion,  and  habitants,  and  of  which  the  most  evident  traces 

that  it  is  BO  longer  the  beautiful  and  magnifi-  are  still  visible  on  the  surfoce,  and  in  the  bowels 

cent  fabric  which  it  appeared  during  the  period  of  the  earthr-and  of  the  oianaer  in  which  Koah 

of  primeval  iAMoence.    On  the  same  ground,  it  and  his  family  were  preserved  from  this  uni* 

dieeovers  the  reason,  why  dsoCft  has  been  permit-  venal  destruction,  for  the  re-peopling  of  the 

ted  to  enter  our  terrestrial  system,  and  the  cause  world.    It  informs  us  of  the  time,  manner  and 

of  an  those  afHietioas  and  calamities  to  which  circumstances  in  which  the  various  languages 

mankind  are  subjected.    It  presents  before  us  which  now  exist  had  their  ongiu'-a  subjsct 

principles,  sufficient  to  explain  most  of  the  ap-  which  completely  puxxieJ  ^  the  ancient  philoso- 

pareat  irregularities  simI  mysterious  operations  phers,  which  *^9y  could  never  explaui,  and  oo 

which  a|ipear  in  the  moral  govenimentof  the  Al-  which  no  other  history  or  tradition  could  throw 

aaightyf  wby  storms  and  tempests,  earthquakes  the  least  degree  of  U^.    It  unfolds  to  us  views 

and  vobanoes  are  permitted  to  produce  their  rav-  of  the  state  of  society  in  thp  aires  that  suoceeded 

ages,— why  the  wicked  so  frequently  enjoy  pro*-  the  deluge,  of  the  oenn***^  into  which  mankind 

perity,  while  the  virtuous  groan  under  the  pree-  were  dispersed,  and  of  the  empires  wnich  they 

ture  0^  adversity,— why  tyranny  is  estaUisbed  founded.    It  rsoords  the  history  of  Abraham, 

and  vice  enthroned,  while  virtue  is  despbed,  and  the  legislatioa  of  Moses,  the  deliveraaoe  of  the 

love  to  truth  and  righteousness  soosetimes  expo-  tribes  of  Israel  from    Egypt,  their    passage 

«es  its  votary  to  intolerable  calamities.    All  such  through  the  Red-sea,  their  joumsyings  thraogh 

occurrences,  undsr  the  government  of  Qod,  are  the  deserts  of  Arabia,  under  the  guidance  of  the 

aooounted  for  on  these  general  principles,— that  pillar  of  elood  and  of  fira,  and  their  conquest  of 

Ihey  fiilfi!  his  counsel, — that  they  are  subservient  th^  land  of  Canaan^    It  faifonns  us  of  a  soeess- 

te  the  aocoiaplishroeni  of  some  higher  designs  of  sion  of  propheu  that  wen  raised  up  toaaaounee 

ivhich  we  are  partly  ignorant,  and  that  the  justice  the  coming  of  Messiah,  and  to  feretel  the 
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»«amfcible  ov«ato  tint  were  to  take  plaee  in  tho  croiMSi  tad  Ihe  iwMt  dnadfiil  punbhoienbi  jm 

fiiivffe  agM  of  Um  world— of  Um  appetnnot  of  euk  ubtmii." 

JctfutChrUtyCftlieproiaulfation  of  his  goap^lt  Its  influonca  on  oommunities  and  nations  u 

and  Um  miraculous  effecta  wilb  which  it  was  no  leas  evident,  in  the  changes  it  has  introdnoea 

accompanied.    All  which  events,  as  explained  in  the  circumstances  of  domestic  life,  and  tiie 

and  illustrated  in  die  Sacred  History,  form  one  barbarous  practices  it  has  completdjr  aboliriied, 

grand  series  of  dispensations  which  is,  in  the  When  it  made  its  way  through  the  Roman  eoa* 

highest  degree,  illustrative  of  the  Power,  Wi^  pire,  it  abolished  the  nnnatunl  practice  of  polj- 

dom.  Goodness  and  Rectitude  of  the  Supreme  gamy  and  concubinage,  redoced  the  number  of 

Beingi    and  of  which  no  other  records  can  give  divorces,  and  mitigated  the  rigour  of  servitnde, 

us  any-  certain  information.  which,  among  the  Koraans,  was  cruel  aod  severe 

8.  T%»  6flH4oJal  ^fielt  wkioh  ChriaHam^  hat  -—masters  being  often  so  inhuman  as  to  remove 

produoed  in  tiiM  world  constitute  a  most  poweiw  aged,  sick  or  indBrm  slaves  into  an  island  in  the 

fill  evidence  of  its  divinity.    One  striking  effect  Tiber,  where  they  suffered  them  to  perish  witli* 

it  has  produced,  is,  the  superior  light  it  has  out  pity  or  assistance.    Polished  and  polite,  as 

thrown  on  the  great  objects  of  religion,  and  the  Ihe  Romans  have  been  generally  considered,  they 

knowledge  it  has  communicated  respecting  its  indulged  in  the  most  barbarous  entertainments, 

noni  requisitions.     Wherever    it  has    been  They  delighted  to  behold  men  oombaltng  with 

feceived,  it  ban  completely  banished  the  absurd  wild  beasts  and  with  one  another ;  and  we  are  in* 

^tems  of  polytheism  and  pagan  idolatry,  with  formed  by  respeccable  historians,  that  the  fi^ts 

ill  the  cruel  and  ohscens  rites  with  which  they  of  glatSalon  sometimes  deprived   Europe  of 

were  accompanied ;  and  in  their  place,  has  sub-  twenty  thousand  lives  in  one  month.    Neither 

atituted  a  system  of  doctrine  and  practice,  not  the  humanity  of  Titos,  nor  die  wisdom  and  vlr« 

only  pure  and  rational,  but  level  to  the  eompr»-  tue  of  Tr^an,  could  abcrfish  these  barbarous  apo^ 

hension  of  the  lowest  class  of  societv.    ▲  me-  tacles,  till  the  gentle  and  humane  spirit  of  tba 

chanic  or  peasant,  insinicted  in  me  leading  gospel  put  a  final  period  to  such  savage  prao* 

principles  of  Revelatian,  now  entertains  more  tiom,  and  they  can  never  again  be  resumed  in 

just  and  consistent  notions  ofQod,  of  hispedeo-  any  nation  where  its  light  is  diffused,  and  ill 

lions,  hia  kws,  and  the  plan  of  his  universal  authority  acknowledged.    It  humanized  the  baiw 

ptovidence,  than  the  most  renowned  phiioso-  barous  hordes  that  overturned  the  Roman  ^mpira, 

phers  of  ancient  times  ever  acquired.    Chris-  and  softened  their  ferocious  tempen,  as  soon  as 

tianity  has  produced  an  influence  even  on  the  they  embraced  its  principles  and  yieUed  to  its 

progress  of  Ihie  arts  and  of  rational  scienoe ;  for  influence.    It  civilized,  and  raised  from  moral 

wh^ver  it  has  been  established,  they  have  and  inteHectnal  degration,  the  wild  Irish,  and 

uniformly  foDowed  in  its  train ;  and  the  latest  our  forefothers  the  ancient  Britons,  who  were 

discoveries  in  philooophy,  so  for  from  being  classed  among  the  rudest  of  bariMtrians  tifl  the 

repugnant  to  its  doctrines  and  foots,  are  in  per-  time  when  they  were  converted  to  the  religion  of 

feet  eonsi8ten<gr  with  all  its  revelations,  and  Jesus;  so  that  the  knowledge  we  now  see  diflbsed 

tend  to  illustrate  many  of  its  sublime  annunoiap  around  us,  the  civilization  to  which  we  have  ad* 

tions.    With  regard  to  proeCios— it  has  intro-  vuiced,  tlie  moral  order   which    prevails,  tfat 

duoed    many   virtues   which   were  altogether  beauties  which  adorn  our  cultivated  fieMs,  the 

unknown  in  the    heathen  world.     Instead  of  comforts  and  decorations  connected  with  oar 

sottish  idolatry,  Jasoiviousness,  uimatural  lusu,  cities  and   towns,  and  the   present   improved 

pride,  ostentation,  and  ambition,  it  has  intro-  state  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  may  all  be  eonsi- 

duced,  among  all  who  submit  to  its  authority,  dered  as  so  many  of  the  beneficial  effects  which 

rational  piety,  humility,  moderation,  aelfdenial,  the  Christian  religion  has  produced  among  ns. 

charity,  meekness,  patience  under  affronts  and  In  our  own  times,  we  have  beheld  effects  no  lesi 

iqunes,  resignation  to  the  will  of  Qod,  brotherly  powerful  and  astonishing,  in  the  moral  revohitkn 

kindness,  and  active  beaeficenoe.     In  the  first  which  Christianity  has  lately  produced  in  Tahiti, 

agesof  Christianity,  auch  virtues  were  eminent-  and  the  adjacent  islands  in  the  Southern  ocean. 

ly  conspicuous.—^*  See,"  aaid  the  heathen,  *'  how  In  this  instance,  we  behold  a  people  who,  a  few 

diese  Christians  love  one  another."    Loclanti-  years  ago,  were  among  the  most  degraded  of  the 

us,  one  of  the  early  Apok>gista,  was  able  to  say,  hnman  race— who  were  under  the  influence  if  the 

in  the  foce  of  his  antagonists,  **  Qive  me  a  man  most  cruel  superstitions  and  idolatrie*— who  ador-* 

who  is  wrathful,  maliemus,  revengeful,  and,  with  ed  the  most  despicable  idols--who  sacrificed  on 

a  few  words  of  Gkid,  I  will  make  nim  calm  as  a  their  altars  multitudes  of  human  victims,  and 

lanri»;  give  me  one  that  is  a  coveldiia,  niggard-  were  plunged  into  all  the  vices  and  debauch** 

ly  miser,  and  I  will  give  you  him  again  liberal,  ries,  and  vile  abominations  which  can  debase  thn 

bomlifol,  and  dealing  ootof  his  money  by  band-  character  of  man— we  behold  them  now  trana- 

Alls  ;gtve  me  one  that  ia'foaifilofpain  and  death,  formed  into  civilised  and  Christian  societies  ■ 

tad  hmasdiately  he  shall  deapiao  ranks  and  their  minds  enlightened  in  the  knowMge  of  Ihn 
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mw  Ood.  taeir  tempen  moalded  into  the  tpirit  of  dettroetion  oTpeople  and  oUiw  by  tlw  fiunoM  ooft> 

lh«  reKsHMi  of  Joms, — their  ravage  practioee  queronTiaiurBeg,aiidJenghi8Kan,whot4vaf 

tboliihed,— iodustiy,  peace  aod  moral    order  ed  Aaia,  and  we  shall  perceive,  that  we  owe  lo 

•preading  their  benign  influenoe'  on  all  around,  ChrtMianity  in  government  a  certain  political  law, 

and  multitudes  rejoicing  in  the  prospect  oTa  Uses-  and  in  war  a  certain  law  of  nations,  which  allows 

•d  immoryUity.    Where  barrenness  and  desda^  to  the  conquered  the  great  advantages  of  liberty, 

lion  fbrmeily  prevaftod,  ana  where  only  a  few  sa-  laws,  wealth,  and  always  religion,  when  the  eon- 

vage  huts  appeared,  open  to  the  wind  and  rainj  queror  is  not  blind  to  his  own  interest." 

beautiful  villages  are  now  arising,  furnished  with  But  Christianity  has  not  only  abolished  many 

•U  the  comforts  and  accommodations  of  civilised  barbarous  practices,  it  has  likewise  given  birth 

life.    Where  pagan  altars  latdy  stood,  and  hu-  to  numerous  benevolent  institutions  andestaUidi- 

man  victims  wore  cruelly  butchered,  spacious  meats  altogether  unknown  in  Pagan  countries, 

temples  are  now  erected  for  the  worship  of  "  the  Lei  us  consider  the  numerous  schools  for  the  in- 

3od  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,**  and  itniction  of  youth  in  useful  knowledge  and  in  the 

feminaries  ibr  the  literary  and  religious  instruc-  principles  of  religion,  which  are  erected  in  all 

tion  of  the  young.    Where  sanguinary  battlss  towns  and  villages  in  Christian  countries,  the  nu- 

were  fin^t,  amidst  the  furious  yelb  of  savage  merous  churches  and  chapels  devoted  to  (be  wor- 

oombatants,  who  cruelly  massacred  everr  prison-  ship  of  Qod,  and  to  the  instructioQ  and  comfort  «f 

•r  of  war— the  voice  of  rejoicing  and  of  thanks-  individuals  of  every  condition,  age,  aod  sex,— the 

giving  is  now  heard  ascending  to  Heaven  from  colleges  and  eaademies  which  Imvo  been  founded 

die  peaceable  "  dwellings  of  the  righteous,"— all  for  imparting  knowledge  in  literature,  and  in  arts 

which  effects  have  been  produced,  within  less  and  sciences,— 4he  numerous  philanthropic  soci- 

than  twenty  years,  by  the  powerful  and  benign  eties  which  )«ve  been  formed  for  the  relief  of  the 

agency  of  the  Gospel  of  peace.*  aged,  the  infirm,  and  the  destitute  sick,— 4he  edi^ 

Even  mar  itself-4he  most  disgraceful  and  dia*  cation  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,— the  reformation  of 

bolical  practice  in  which  mankind  have  indulged,  the  criminal  code,— the  improvement  of  prison 

and  which  will  affix  an  eternal  stigma  on  the  hu»  discipline,— 4he  reformation  of  juvenile  oflTemk 

■an  character— «ven  war  has  assumed  eometbing  ers,— (he  aiding  of  the  friendless,  the  orphan,  and 

of  the  spirit  of  mildness  and  humanity,  compared  the  widow, — the  literary  and  moral  instroction 

with  the  savage  ferocity  with  which  it  was  con*  of  the  children  of  the  poor,— 4he  relief  of  desti- 

doeted  during  the  reign  of  heathenism.    Prison-  tute  imprisoned  debtors,— the  improvement  of 

en  are  no  longer  massacred  in  cold  Uood  ;  the  the  domestic  condition  of  (be  labouring  classes,— 

conquered  are  spared,  and  their  liberty  firequenu  the  promotion  of  permanent  and  univerMl  peace, 

if  rsstored ;  and,  were  the  principles  of  Christi-  —the  diffusion  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Christian 

•nity  recognised,  and  universally  acted  upon  by  religion  throughout  every  region  of  the  globe, 

professing  Christian  nations,  the  spirit  of  warfare  and  for  various  other  benevolent  purposee,  all 

would  soon  be  wholly  exterminated,  and  Peace  calcubted  to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  suffering 

would  extend  its  benign  bfluence  over  all  the  hamanity,  to  extend  the  blessings  of  knowledge, 

kingdoms  and  femilies  of  the  earth.    The  eele-  and  to  communicate  enjoyment  to  all  ranks  ol 

brafied  Montesquieu,  in  his  **  Spirit  of  Laws,"  mankind ;  and  we  may  challenge  the  enemies  of 

liaa  observed,  '*  The  mildness  so  frequently  re>  our  religion  to  point  out  similar  institutkms  in 

commended  in  tho  gospel  ii  incompatible  with  any  pagan  country  under  heaven  that  has  never 

the  despotic  rage  with  which  an  arbitrary  tyrant  felt  the  influenoe  of  Christianity.    And  if  such 

punishes  his  wbjects  and  exercises  himself  in  beneficent  effects  are  the  native  result  of  the  be- 

oruelty.    It  is  the  Christian  reflgion  which,  in  nevdent  and  expansive  spirit  of  Christianity, 

spke  of  the  extent  of  empire  and  the  influence  of  they  form  a  strong  presumptive  evidence,  inde- 

ramate,  has  hindered  despoiism  from  being  esta^  pendently  of  any  other  consideration,  that  it  de- 

blisbed  in  Ethiopia,  and  has  carried  into  Afiica.  rived  its  origin  from  that  Almighty  Being  who 

ihemanners  of  Enrope.    The  heir  to  the  throne  is  good  to  all,  and  whose  "  tender  mereiaa  ai* 

of  Ethiopia  enjoys  a  principality,  and  gives  to  over  all  his  works." 

other  subjects  an  example  of  love  and  obedience.  In-fine,  Christianity  is  adapted  to  every  cooD- 

Not  for  firora  hence  may  be  seen  the  Mahometan  try  and  every  clime.    Its  doctrines  and  precepts 

shutting  up  the  chiklren  of  the  king  of  Senear,  at  are  equally  calculated  to  promote  the  happiness 

whose  death  the  council  sends  to  murder  tbem  in  of  princee  and  subjecu,  statesmen  and  phlloso- 

favour  of  the  prince  who  ascends  the  throne."—  phera,  the  high  and  the  bw,  the  rich  and  the 

"  Let  OS  set  before  our  eyes,  on  the  one  hand,  poor.    It  is  completely  adapted  to  the  natora 

the  continual  massacres  of  the  kings  and  generals  and  neoemities  of  man ;   its  rites  are  few  ,  and 

of  the  Ghneeks  and  Romans,  and  on  the  other,  the  simple,  and  may  be  observed  in  every  region  of 

the  globe.    It  forbids   the  use  of  nothing  but 

*  rora  partieuhur  aeeoont  of  this  mSral  revelation  what  is  injurious  to  beahh  of  body  or  peace  of 

le  **Ktta*  Polyneslaa  Ressuehss,**  a  vols,  avo  4nd  affectionate  miercourse  among  men  of  tu. 
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mfttioiM.    And,  as  it  is  calcdatad  for  being  uni-  most  comprehensive  sjstem  of  morality  ,- 

versaHy  extended,  so  its  prophets  have  foretold  plains  certain  moral  phenomena  which  wouSo 

that  its  blessings  shall  oltimatelj  be  enjoyed  by  otherwise    have  been  inexplicable,— it  aiTords 

all  nations.    In  the  period  in  which  we  live,  we  strong  consolation  under  the  evils  ofUib,— it  com* 

behold  sodi  predictions  mdre  rapidly  accomplish*  rounicates  the  knowledge  of  interesting  fiicts  and 

ing  than  in  former  times,  in  consequence  of  the  doctrines  which  can  be  found  in  no  ot^er  record, 

spirit  of  missionary  enterprise  which  now  per-  —it  has  produced  the  most  beneficial  effects  on 

vades  the  rdigious  world.    And  whm  it  shall  the  state  of  society  wherever  it  has  been  receiv- 

have  extended  a  little  farther  in  its  progress,  and  ad,— it  is  completdy  adapted  to  the  necessities 

shall  have  brou^tafew  more  kingdoms  and  of  man,  and  calculated  for  being  universally  «t* 

islands  under  its  auUiority,  its  beneficent  effects  tended  over  the  world ;-— to  which  we  might 

will  be  more  dearly  discmned,  and  the  eviden-  have  added,  that  it  is  consistent  in  all  its  parts, 

cesof  its  celestial  origin  wiU  appear  with  a  when  viewed  through  the  medium  of  enlightened 

ibrce  and  power  which  its  most  determined  ad-  criticism,  and  harmonises  with  the  principles  of 

versaries  will  not  be  able  to  gainsay  or  resist.  sound  reason,  and  the  dicUites  of  an  enlightened 

In  proportionas  the  physical  sciences  advance,  conscience.  These  are  characteristics  which 
and  the  system  of  nature  hi  explored,  will  the  will  apply  to  no  other  system  of  religion  that  was 
harmony  between  the  operations  of  the  Creator  ever  proposed  to  the  world ;  and  if  Christianity, 
in  the  material  world  luod  the  revelations  of  his  accompanied  with  such  evidences,  is  not  divino 
wcNrd,  become  more  strikingly  apparent.  Ever  in  its  original,  we  may  boldly  affirm  that  th««  is 
since  philosophy  began  to  throw  ande  its  hypo-  no  other  religion  known  among  men  that  can  lay 
thetical  assumptions  and  theoretical  reasonings,  claim  to  this  high  prerogative.  But  we  do  not 
and  to  investigate  nature  on  the  broad  basis  of  think  it  possible  that  the  mind  of  man  can  receive 
indndiofi,  iu  discoveries  have  been  found  com-  a  more  convincing  demonstration  of  the  truth  of 
pletely  accordant  with  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  Christianity  than  is  set  before  us  in  the  authen- 
and  illustrative  of  many  of  the  sublime  senti-  tic  facts  on  which  it  reKts,  in  its  tendency  to  pro- 
ments  they  contain.  Geology,  when  in  its  in-  duce  universal  happiness,  and  in  the  intrinsic 
fimcy,  was  eagerly  brought  forward  by  a  few  exctdlence  for  which  it  is  distinguished.  That 
sceptical  and  superficial  minds,  to  subserve  the  tnan,  therefore,  by  whatever  appellation  he  may 
cause  of  infidelity.  A  fow  pretended  facts,  of  an  be  distingui^ed,  who  sets  himself  in  opposition 
insulated  nature,  were  triumphantly  exhiUted,  as  to  the  spirit  of  this  religion,  and  endeavours  to 
insuperable  objections  to  the  truth  of  the  Mosaic  counteract  its  progress,  must  be  considered  as 
history  and  chronology.  But  later  and  more  not  only  destitute  of  true  taste  and  of  moral  ex- 
accurate  researches  have  completely  disproved  oellence,  but  as  an  enemy  to  the  happinesr  of 
the  allegations  of  such  sceptical  philosi^hers,  and  his  species.  If  the  religion  of  tlie  Bible  is  dis* 
were  thsy  now  alive,  they  would  feel  ashamed  carded,  we  are  left  completely  in  the  dark  with 
of  their  ignorance,  and  of  the  fattacious  state-  regard  to  every  thing  that  is  most  interesting  to 
ments  by  whidi  they  attempted  to  impose  on  the  man  as  an  intellectual  being,  and  as  a  mwal 
credulity  of  mankind.  As  geology  advances  in  and  accountable  agent.  We  should,  in  this 
its  investigations,  along  with  its  kindred  scien-  case,  have  the  most  imperfect  conceptions  of  the 
oes,  the  facts  which  it  is  daily  disclosing  appear  attributes  of  Deity,  and  should  know  nothing  ol 
more  and  more  corroborative  of  the  description  his  designs  in  giving  us  existence,  and  placing 
given  in  the  Bible  of  the  original  formation  and  us  in  this  part  tit  his  empire,-^we  should  remain 
arrangement  of  our  globe,  and  of  the  universal  in  ignorance  whether  the  world  had  a  beginning 
deluga.  And,  therefore,  we  have  every  reason  or  had  existed  from  eternity,  or  whether  we  shall 
to  conclude,  that  when  science  and  art  shall  have  ever  have  an  opportunity  oif  beholding  the  grand 
arrived  at  a  still  higher  point  of  perfection,  and  system  of  the  universe  a  little  more  unfolded,— 
our  terrestrial  system  shall  have  been  more  tho-  we  should  be  destitute  of  any  fixod  snoral  laws  to 
roughly  explored  throu^out  all  its  departments,  direct  us  in  our  social  transactions  and  inters 
arguments  will  be  derived  from  philosophy  itsdf  courses,— we  should  be  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
in  support  of  the  divinity  of  our  religion,  which  principles  and  objects  of  the  moral  government  ot 
will  carry  irresistible  conviction  to  every  mind,  the  Almighty,— we  should  be  destitute  of  any 

Such  is  a  very  brief  summary  of  the  internal  consolation  under  the  afflictions  and  calamities  of 

evidences  of  the  Christian  religion.     It  is  distin-  life,->-we  should  hang  continually  in  doubt  wheth- 

guished  by  the  dignity  and  sublimity  of  the  style  er  death  is  to  put  a  final  termination  to  our  being, 

and  sentiments  of  the  writings  which  contain  its  or  convey  us  to  another  and  an  eternal  state  of 

revelations, — it  exhibits  the  most  rational  and  existence  ;  and,  at  length,  we  shouU  be  plunged 

consistent  views  of  the  attributes  of  the  Divine  into  the  golf  of  universal  scepticism,  into  which 

Being, — it  gives  us  full  assurance  of  a  future  every  rejecter  of  revelation  ultimately  sinks, 

state  of  immortality, — it  points  out  the  way  by  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  tiuit  tho  re* 

which  pardon  of  sin  and  deliverance  fixmi  OMral  ligion  to  whose  characteristics  I  have  now  ad* 

svl  may  be  obtained,— it  exhibits  the  purest  and  verted,  is  not  to  be  oonsidered  as  precisely  tkit 
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tn  Id  ofChrifftimity  wliich  hu  be«D  ettabUihed  groundi.— The  evidence  from  propke^,  from  itf 
iu  Italy,  in  Grennanj,  in  RuMia,  or  in  Britain;  Yery  natnre,  is  continually  progreniye;  and,  in 
or  a:i  it  is  profeseed  by  Epiaeopalians,  Preabyte.  proportion  as  Scripture  predictions  are  studied 
riana,  Independents,  or  any  other  sectary;  or  as  withjod|;ment  and  intelligence,  and  compared 
it  is  expounded  in  the  catechisms,  confessions,  or  with  the  history  of  past  ages  and  the  present  state 
systems  of  divinityi  which  have  been  published  of  the  nations,  will  a  new  light  be  thrown  on  the 
by  the  different  denominations  of  the  Christian  prophetical  wriiings,which  will  cause  the  evidence 
world.  In  aU  these  cases,  its  true  glory  has  been  of  their  divinity  to  thine  forth  with  a  brighter, 
obscured,  its  beanf  v  defaced,  and  its  purity  coo-  lustra,  and  enable  every  intelligent  observer  to 
taminated,  by  passmg  through  the  atmosphere  of  read,  in  passing  events  and  in  the  revolutions  of 
human  fUly  and  corruption ;  and  (wioions  and  empires,  the  frithfulness  of  the  Almighty  in  ao- 
practiees  have  been  incorporated  with  its  leading  complishing  those  declarations,  which, "  at  sui^ 
principles  altogether  repugnant  to  the  liberal  and  dry  times  and  divers  manners,  be  spake  to  the 
expansive  spirit  for  which  it  b  distinguished.  It  fathers  by  the  propheta.*' — ^The  inltrtud  evidence, 
it  to  the  Ckn$tiamty  qfHu  BibU  aJone  to  tofueh  I  which  has  been  more  overlooked  than  it  ought  to 
r^tr.  It  is  there  alone  that  it  is  to  be  seen  in  have  been,  is  likewise  increasing,  and  will  conti- 
ils  native  purity,  simplicity,  and  glory ;  and  he  nue  to  increase,  in  proportion  as  the  Scripture^ 
who  neglects  to  study  the  Scriptures,  unfettered  are  perused  with  judgment  and  care,  as  nature  is 
by  the  trammels  of  human  systems,  will  never  be  contemplated  with  humility  and  reverence,  and 
able  fully  to  perceive  or  to  appreciate  the  true  as  usefiil  knowledge  is  diffused  over  the  world* 
exceOence  of  that  religion,  which  is  **  pure  and  When  the  holy  principle*  of  our  rdigion  shall 
peaceable,  fidi  of  merc^  and  good  fruits,"  and  have  acquired  a  greater  influence  over  the  tem- 
which  breathes  "  good  will  towvds  men."  For,  pers  and  oooduct  of  its  professors ;  when  the  de- 
in  some  of  the  forms  which  Christianity  has  as  -  liberations  (^  statesmen  and  the  conduct  of  states 
sumed  in  certain  oountries,  it  has  been  so  mudi  and  empires  shall  bo  directed  by  its  maxims  and 
bteoded  with  human  inventions,  as  to  be  scarcely  laws  ;  when  Christianity  shall  be  divested  of  the 
disttnguishable  from  heathenism ;  and,  oonse-  false  drapery  with  which  its  pretended  friends 
quent^,  in  such  cases,  it  has  seldom  been  ao-  have  attempted  to  adorn  it,  and  freed  from  the 
oompanied  with  those  beneficial  effects  which  it^  corruptions  which  human  fbOy  has  incorporated 
b  cakulated  to  produce.  And,  among  almost  with  its  institutions ;  when  aU  who  recognise  its 
all  the  seotariee  in  every  country,  either  some  of  leading  doctrines,  throwing  aside  party  dispute* 
its  distinguishing  features  have  been  overlooked,  and  animosities,  shall  form  themselves  into  one 
or  its  do^rinee  mixed  up  with  metaphysical  dog-  grand  and  harmonious  association  ;  when  a  few 
mas,  or  its  practical  bearings  disregarded,  or  opin-  more  portions  of  the  heathen  world  shall  have 
ions  respecting  its  forms  and  circumstantials  set  been  brought  into  subjection  to  the  Prince  of 
in  competition  with  its  fundamental  truths  and  Peace,  and  when  the  general  happiness  result- 
moral  requisttioos.  "  Nevertheless,  the  founda-  ing  from  such  events  shall  be  felt  and  acknow^ 
tion  of  God  standeth  sure,'— and  the  Divine  lodged — then,  all  who  behold  such  blessed  trmne* 
&brie  of  Christianity  will  remain  unshaken  and  formations  will  be  enabled  to  read,  in  characters 
unimpaired,  aokmgas  the  Scriptures  are  preserv-  that  cannot  be  mistaken,  that  the  Creator  of  the 
ed  unoontaminated  and  entire.  universe  is  the  original  author  of  Christianity, 
The  evidences  to  which  I  have  now  adverted  and  that  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of 
an  eon&malfy  inonaung  m  their  cieamess  and  mankind  is  the  great  end  of  all  its  revelatioos. 
force.     Time,  which  is  gradually  undermining 

the  foundation  of  error,  is  enlarging  the  bulwarks  — 
of  truth,  and  adding  to  their  strength  and  stabil- 
ity. Opposition  has  tended  only  to  clear  away  My  intention  in  giving  the  preceding  summary 
the  rubbish  which  has  been  thrown  around  the  of  the  evidences  of  Christianity  is,  to  show,  that. 
Christian  &bric,  but  is  has  shown  itsfbundations  without  habits  of  rational  thinking  and  a  certain 
to  be  firm  and  impregnable.  The  hutorieal  evi-  portion  of  general  information,  these  evidences 
dence  has  been  gaining  strength  ever  since  the  caiuiot  be  thoroughly  inveatigated,  nor  their 
davs  of  the  apostles,  and  since  the  time  when  weight  and  importance  duly  appreciated.  For, 
Herbert,  Chubb,  Tiadal,  Morgan,  and  other  in-  bow  can  a  mind  unaocustomed  to  reading  and  re- 
fidel  writers  attempted  to  undermine  the  cause  flection  be  supposed  capable  of  entering  into  aU 
of  -evealed  religion.  The  defences  which  were  the  topics  and  considerations  requisite  to  be  al^ 
publiihed  by  Ghrotiiis,  Stillingfleet,Butler,  Leland,  tended  to  in  suoh  investigations, —  of  balancing 
vVaison,  Paley,  and  others,  have  shown,  that  the  arguments,— «f  comparing  prophecies  with  their 
more  the  arguments  fbr  Christianity  have  been  aocompltshmeat  in  the  history  of  nations,— of 
apposed,  sifled,  and  examined,  the  more  irresisti-  detecting  sophisms,  or  of  feeling  the  force  of  rea- 
ble  have  they  appeared,  and  the  more  have  thejr  sonings,  however  clear  or  powerful  ?  It  is  dem 
«hone  with  increasing  brightness ;  so  that  no  in-  titute  of  those  fundamental  principles  and  general 
%lel  has  ever  atteinpted  to  meet  them  on  fUr  ideas  on  which  all  moral   ratiocioniiMs  ar* 
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froQiMted.  On  such  a  mind,  the  nmit  wai^t^  the  Iwding  events  which  the  history  of  the  woHo 
wgumenu  and  the  most  cogent  reasonings  make  recoids,  we  should  he  enabled,  when  reading  the 
no  BsnsiUe  impression.  It  may  he  susceptible  prophetical  writings,  to  perceive,  at  every  step, 
of  being  biassed  against  religion  by  the  sneers  the  ideas  and  purposes  of  that  All-Comprehen- 
and  sarcasms  of  jovial  companions,  and  the  ri-  sive  Mind  that "  knoweth  the  end  from  the  be- 
dicttle  with  which  they  may  treat  the  truths  of  ginning,"  and  his  faithfulness  in  accompliidiisg 
revelation,  but  it  is  unqualified  either  to  rebut  the  promises,  and  executing  the  ihreaienings  d[ 
such  impertinences,  or  to  appreciate  the  excel-  his  word. — A  knowledge  of  Chronology  is  also 
ieoeies  of  Christianity,  the  foundation  on  which  requisite,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  time  in  which 
it  rests,  and  the  benignant  tendency  of  its  doc-  predictions  were  uttered,  snd  the  periods  u> 
trines  and  prec4q>l8.  And  if,  in  the  present  day,  which  they  refer — and  of  Andau  CrMgrt^phjf, 
a  man  has  no  acquaintance  with  the  grounds  and  to  determine  the  localities  of  those  tribes  or  na- 
reasons  of  revealed  religion,  and  the  evidences  tions  to  which  the  prophecies  have  a  reference, 
on  which  its  truth  and  divinity  rest,  be  will  not  and  their  relative  positions  with  regard  to  each 
only  be  indi0erent  to  the  observsnoe  of  its  pre-  other. — In  particular,  it  is  necessary  to  be  a^ 
eepts,  and  destitute  of  its  supports  and  coosoIb^  quainted  with  the  Figuratht  a^U  in  which  pn>- 
tions,  hat  will  be  constantly  liable  to  be  turned  phecy  is  conveyed,  in  order  to  understand  the 
aside  to  the  paths  of  folly  and  intem^ranee,  and  writings  of  the  ancient  prophets.  These  writp 
to  become  the  prey  of  unthinking  fools  and  scoff-  ingi,  in  comn^n  with  those  of  most  of  the  Eat* 
ing  infidels.  >Whereas,  when  a  man  can  give  a  tern  nations,  are  highly  poetical,  and  abound  in 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  him,  his  religion  be-  Allegories,  Parables  and  Metaphors.  The  Jl^ 
comes  a  delightful  and  a  rational  service,  and  he  Ug<ny  is  that  mode  of  speech  in  which  the  writ- 
is  enabled  to  put  to  silence  the  scoffs  and  vain  er  or  speaker  means  to  convey  a  different  idea 
cavillings  of  foolish  and  unreasonable  men.  from  what  the  words  in  their  primary  signification 

Besides  assisting  us  in  investigating  the  evi-  bear.     Thus,  "  Break  up  your  faHow-grouod, 

dencei  of  religion — a  certain  portion  vi  general  and  sow  not  amonff  thorns,"*  is  to  be  under^ 

information  is  highly  useful,  and  even  necessary  stood,  not  of  tillsge,  but  of  repentance ;  and  these 

/br  miMhigu»towHdenUmd1h» 8acrAwntmg9,  words,  "Thy  rowers  hsve  brought  thee  into 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  leading  doctrines  of  great  waters,  the  east  wind  bath  broken  thee  in 

revelation,  respecting  the  attributes  of  Gtod,  the  the  midst  of  the  seas/'f  allude,  not  to  the  ftte 

mediation  of  Christ,  the  way  in  which  salvation  of  a  iA^,  but  to  the  fate  of  a  eJ^. — Of  all  the 

is  to  be  obtaued,  the  grand  principles  uf  moral  figures  used  by  the  prophets,  the  most  fi-equent  is 

action,  and  the  duties  connected  with  the  several  the  Mttaphort  by  which  words  are  transferred 

relaiioos  of  life,  are  detailed  with  such  plainness  fi'om  their  fJain  and  primaiy,  to  their  figurative 

and  perspicuity  as  to  be  level  to  the  comprehen-  and  secondary  meaniog.    One  of  ihe  most  co- 

sion  of  every  refiecdng  mind,  however  unskilled  pious  sources  of  those  metaphors  to  which  the 

in  literature  or  science.    But  there  are  certain  sacred  writers  resort,  is  lAs  scenery  qf  Jfat¥n. 

portions  of  Revelation,  necessaiv  '*  to  make  the  The  Sun,  Moon,  and  Stars,  the  highest  and 

man  of  God  perfect,"  the  study  of  which  requires  most  splendid  objects  m  the  natural  world,  figu* 

the  exertion  of  all  our  ftculties,  and  the  applica-  ratively  represent  kings,  queens,  and  princes  or 

tion  of  every  branch  of  human  knowledge  we  rulers,  the  highest  in  the  political  workl,  as  in 

can  possibly  acquire.    This  arises  from  the  very  the  fi>llowmg  passages,*^  The  moon  ihaD  be 

nature  of  the  subjects  treated  of,  and  firom  the  li-  confounded,  and  the  sun  ashamed.''^    "  I  ^ 

mited  faculties  of  the  human  mind.    To  tllus-  cover  the  heavens,  and  make  the  stars  thereof 

trate  this  idea  is  the  object  of  the  following  re-  dark ;  I  win  cover  the  sun  with  a  cloud,  and  the 

marks.  moon  shall  not  give  her  light.'*§     Light  and 

1.  A  considerable  nortion  of  tScripture  if  oc-  darhtaa  are  used  figuratively  for  joy  and  sor* 

^pied  with  fnphthcaU  dsofaratums^— in  refe-  row,  prosperity  and  adversity ;  as,  "  We  wait 

rence  to  events  ivhich  have  long  since  taken  for  light,  but  behold  obscurity,  for  brightness, 

place,  to  those  which  are  now  happening,  and  to  but  we  walk  in  darkness  ;*'|i — and  likewise  for 

those  which  will  hereafter  happen  in  the  future  knowledge  and  ignorance  ^*  The  people  that 

ages  of  the  world.    It  contains  a  series  tX  pre-  walked  in  darkness  have  s^en  a  great  light,"  4bc. 

dictions  which  embrace  the  leading  outlines  of  Immoderate  rains,  hail,  fioods,  torrents,  inun- 

the  history  of  the  world,  fit>m  its  commencement  dations,  fire  and  storms,  denote  judgments  and 

to  its  final  consummation.  Now,  in  order  to  trace  destruction ;  Ltbanon  Tenuu>kable  for  its  height 

the  accomplishment  of  these  predictions,  and  to  and  its  stately  cedars,  is  used  as  an  image  of 

perceive  dearly  the  events  to  which  they  refor,  majesty  and  strength ;  Carmel,  which  abounded 

a  minute  acquaintance  with  mieiaiil  and  modem  in  vines  and  olives,  as  an  image  of  fertility  and 

MMBtary  is  indispensably  requisite :  for  it  is  in  beauty ;  and  bullocks  of  Bashan,  rams,  Siona, 
nwtory,  either  sacred  or  civil,  that  their  accom- 

plishmentis  recorded.    And    could  we.  with  .jer.ir.s.      t  Baek.  xxvti.  M.      MsiUxxtv 

oomprebeDsive  gbmoe,  take  a  survey  of  aU  n.       f  Eisk.  zxzll. ;.      |  Isaiah  tax.  fi 
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M(Uw,  ud  aoaHSKMMterR,  u  imagei  of  cruel  fthd  With  regard  to  (he  ddugt^  we  find  most  of  the 

opprettiTe  cooquerora  and  tyrants.    Metaphors  Greek  and  Roman  writers,  Ovid,  Lucian.  Be- 

ve  likewise  borrowed  from  history,  from  the  see*  roiui  the  Chaldean,  Abydenus  the  Assyrian,  and 

nery  oT  the  temple  and  its  Tarkus  utensils  and  niany  others  referring  to  that  great  event,  and 

■enricos,  and  from  the  ordinary  customs  and  oo*  detailing  the  particular  circumstances  connected 

cupations  of  life — ^the  meaning  and  application  ^^*^  i^i  in  language  nearly  similar  to  that  of  the 

of  which  require  to  be  distinctly  understood,  in  Sftcred  historian;  such  as,  the  preeervation  of 

order  to  perceive  the  spirit  and  references  of  an-  Noah,  the  ark  in  which  he  was  pl-eserved|  the 

oieni  prophecy.    Those  who  would  wish  to  stu-  mountam  on  which  it  rested,  the  dove  and  the 

4y  this  subject  with  intelligence,  would  do  well  raven  which  he  is  said  to  have  sent  out,  and  the 

to  consult  the  works  of  Lowih,  Hurd,  Sherlock,  wickedness  of  the  Antediluvians,  as  the  cause  oi 

Kennieot,  Newcome,  and  particularly  "New-  that  dismal  catastrophe.    We  find,  also,  that  the 

Ion's  Dissertations  on  the  Prophecies."  whole  mythology  of  India  is  -  fiill  of  allusions  to 

t.  In  studying  the  Auforico^peirto^^a^ieiir^.  the  general  deluse,  which  appears  to  be  the 

a  knowledge  of  ancient  history,  and  even  of  Pa-  commencement  of  their  present  era ;  and  that  ao* 

gan  Mythology,  tends,  in  many  instances,  to  oounupf  the  same  event  are  to  be  met  with  in 

throw  light  on  the  narratives  of  the  Sacred  wri-  China  and  Japan.* 

tors.    We  find,  from  heathen  writers,  who  were  An  acquaintance  wkh  ancient  history  is  nece»- 

Btrangers  to  the  Jewish  religion,  that  the  most  ^^^ff  ^or  enabling  us  to  fill  up  the  blanks  leA  by 

ancient  tradition  of  all  nations,  respecting  the  ^«  Sacred  historians.    From  the  time  of  Ezra 

early  history  of  the  worM,  is  exactly  agreeable  to  f^  Nohemiah  to  the  birth  of  Christ,  there  is  an 

the  relation  of  Moses,  though  expressed  in  a  toterval  of  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  years,  of 

mote  abstruse,  doubtful  and  imperfect  manner.  ^  events  which  happened  during  which  we 

The  description  of  the  origin  of  the  world,  in  the  {utve  no  account  iu  any  part  of  the  inspired  writ- 

Sicient  Pfaeniciaa  history,  translated  hy  PhUo  tngs.    A  knowledge  of  the  events  which  happen- 

ibliuM   from   SanehonUUhon*$  collectien,  and  ^  during  this  interval  is  necessary,  in  order  to 

transmitted  to  us  by  Eu$ebiuMt  is  materially  the  complete  our  views  of  the  scheme  of  Divine  Pro- 

•ame,  with  that  which  is  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Tidence,  and  to  unfold  to  us  the  series  of  God's 

Genesis,  when  separated  fit>ro  the  fabukms  no-  dispensations  in  relation  both  to  the  Jews  and 

lions  with  which  it  is  blended.    The  Egyptians,  ^^  surrounding  nations.    During  this  period, 

according  to  Laerttns,  acknowledged,  **  that  ori-  <oOi  n^y  of  the  predictions  of  Daniel  and  the 

ginaily  5m  world  was  a  confiised  chaos,  from  ^^^^  propbeu  received  their  acconiplishment,— 

whence  the  four  elements  were  separated,  and  particularly  those  which  relate  to  the  Medes  and 

firing  creatures  made ;  and  that  the  world  had  a  Persians,  the  Macedonian  empire,  the  tiroes  of 

beginning,  and  consequently  would  have  an  end."  Alexander    the    Great,  Ptolemy  Philadelphus, 

Hesiod,  the  most  ancient  writer  whose  works  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  Philip  of  Macedon,  and 

haTe  reached  us,  says,  that  **aU  things  had  the  persecutions  in  the  days  of  the>^aocabees. 

their  origin  from  a  nide  chaos ;"  and  Ovid,  in  In  order,  therefore,  to  obuin  a  dear  and  compre- 

the  first  book  of  his  "  Metamorphoses,"  tells  us,  hensivc  view  of  the  ways  of  Providence  during 

"  that  before  the  seas,  and  the  land,  and  the  ca-  ^^i*  interval,  such  works  as  ShuckfbnTs  "  Con- 

DOpy  of  heaven  existed,  there  was  one  appear-  nexiort  of  Sacred  and  Profane  History,"  and 

ance  throughout  the  whole  of  nature,  which  Prideaux*s  "  Connexions  of  the  Old  and  New 

they  called  cAoos— a  rude  and  indigested  mass,  Testament,"  require  to  be  studied  with  care,  in 

in  which  earth  and  air,  fire  and  water  were  in-  many  parts  of  wliich  will  be  seen  a  running  com* 

diseriminately    mixed."      In    short,    Thsles,  mentary  on  Daniel's  vision  of  the "  Ram  and 

Anaxagoras,  Aratus,  Virgil  and  Homer,  speak  He^oai,"  and  of  "  the  things  noted  in  the 

of  the  original  of  all  things,  comfbrmaUe  to  the  Scripture  of  truth,"  which  have  a  reference, 

aociiunt  given  by  Moses,^hough  in  a  difTereill  among  other  thinp,  to  the  kings  of  Persia,  to 

phraseology ;  and  we  Imim  from  Josephus,  Pbilo,  Alexander  and  his  successors,  and  the  warfika 

Tiboiltts,  Ctemens  Alexandrinus,  and  Lucian,  expeditions  in  which  they  were  engaged.    For 

that  the  memory  of  the  six  days  work  wsn  pre-  an  elucidation  of  the  general  train  of  events  fi-om 

served,  not  only  among  the  Gh^ks  and  Italians,  <he  Mosaic  creation  to  the  establbhment   of 

by  honouring  the  seventh  day,  but  also  among  Christianity,  « Stackhouse's    History    of    the 

the  CeltsB  and  Indians,  who  all  measured  their  Bible,"  in  six  volumes  8vo,  or  in  three  volumes 

time  by  weeks.— Manetho,  who  wrote  the  his-  4^<>«  ^i^^  ^he  additional  notes  and  dissertations 

tory  of  the  Egyptians,  Berosus,  who  wrote  the  <K  Bishop  Gleig,  will  be  found  an  invaluable  trea- 

ChaMean  history,  Hiorom,  who  wrote  the  his-  '"^^t  ^^  ^i"  ^^?^7  ^apay  the  reader  who  gives 

tory  oT Phenkia,  and  Hecatsos,  Hillanicus  and  i^  ^  diligent  perusal.f 
Kphonis,  wM  wrote  die  history  of  Greece,  all 

asr^e  in  asserting, "  that  those  who  descended  *  See  Maurlee*s  "Indian 


asr^e  m  assertmg, "  that  those  who  descended  *  See  Maurlee*s  "Indian  AnliqpM«'*  aad  Bl]^ 

'rora  th**  first  men,  in  the  first  ages  of  ths  world,  ""J^Sf^^^f  fS^H?}?^" 

IimmI  nmnv  of  tliAm  •.a.riv  *  tiuZ,mm^  •«.».  w-1  .  ™ Bishop  Qlelfs  e<litlon  of Stsckbonse's  RIsiefT, 

livtM  many  <J  tHem  nearly  a  thousand  vears.  —  a  long  and  useful  disaertailon.  cnUiled.  "An  App£^ 
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S.  A  niow«edg6  of  the  aannera  md  customt,  uniibrm.  When  the  wNitb  wind  bflgtm  toUoi«| 
diiuta  and  ■eajom,  arts  and  aciencaa  of  the  the  sky  beoomes  dark  and  heavy,  the  air  gre* 
Eaatem  natioos,  ia  essentially  requisite,  in  many  and  thick,  and  the  whote  atmosphere  assumes  a 
instanoes,  in  order  to  understand  the  allusions  of  most  alarming  aspect.  The  hieat  produced  h/ 
the  sacred  writers,  and  the  meaning  of  Tarioos  these  southern  winds  has  been  compared  to  that 
portions  of  Scripture.  For  example,  when  an  of  a  huge  oven,  at  the  moment  of  drawing  out 
untutwed  reader  peruses  the  account  given  in  the  bread,  and  to  that  of  a  flame  blown  upon  the 
the  Evangelists  of  the  cure  of  the  paralytic  who  (ace  of  a  person  standing  near  the  fire  diat  ex- 
was  carried  by  four  men  on  a  bed,  and  who,  find-  cites  it. 

mg  it  impossible  to  pass  through  the  throng,  a^  Thousands  of  ilhistrations  of  Sacred  Scripture 
oended  to  the  top  of  the  house  in  whidi  Jesus  may  be  derived  fimnsuch  sources ;  and  be  who 
was,  and  let  him  down  bed  and  alt,  *'  through  is  unacquainted  with  them  must  remain  a  stran- 
the  tiling,"  into  the  very  room  where  he  was  ger  to  the  beauties  of  the  style  of  the  inspiroJ 
sitting— «e  is  apt  to  entertain  a  very  ooofiised  writers,  and  to  the  preciae  mehning  of  many 
and  erroneous  idea  of  the  circumstances  of  the  portions  both  of  the  historical  and  the  prophetica] 
ease,  when  his  attention  is  directed  sdely  to  the  m-itin^.  The  manners  and  customs  of  the  EasU 
mod^of  building  in  this  country.  But,  when  he  era  nations  have '  remained  nearly  the  same  for 
ii  infiNrmed,  that  the  houses  in  the  country  of  several  thounnd  yeare ;  so  that  those  which  am 
Judea  were  low-built  and  flatproofod,  and  sur-  found  existing  in  the  present  day  are  exactly,  or 
roonded  with  a  parapet  breast<*hi|^,  that  there  nearly  the  same,  as  those  which  prevailed  in  the 
was  a  ladder  or  pair  of  stairs  which  led  to  the  times  when  the  hooka  of  the  Old  uid  New  Testa- 
top  of  the  house  firom  the  outside,  and  a  trap-door  ments  were  written.  Modern  oriental  traveller*, 
or  hatchway  in  the  middle  <if  the  roof^e  will  in  their  descriptiaos  of  the  arts,  sciences  and 
ioon  acquire  a  dear  idea  of  the  circumatances  manners  of  the  East,  have  furnished  us  wiih« 
stated  in  this  and  odier  parts  of  the  Evangelical  mass  of  invaluable  materials  for  the  elucidation  of 
history,  and  of  the  ease  with  which  the  paralytic  holy  writ,  and  they  have  proved,  in  many  cases, 
man  might  be  conveyed  to  the  top  of  the  build-  imintentionally,  better  oommentatois  than  the 
ing  and  let  down  through  the  roof.  The  same  most  profound  critics  and  philologists.  Many  of 
Acts  likewise  illustrate  the  circumstance  of  their  insulated  remarks  of  this  land  have  lately 
Peter'a  going  to  the  top  of  the  house  to  pray,  and  been  classified  and  arranged  by  various  wriiers, 
the  custom  of  making  prodamations  from  the  particularly  by  Harmer,  in  bis  "  Observations,"  > 
house-tops,  to  which  there  are  several  allusions  Burder  in  his  <'  Oriental  Customs,**  Paxlon  in 
in  Scripture. — A  knowledge  of  the  weather  and  his  "  IHustrations,"  and  Taylor,  the  late  leaned 
seasons  of  Judea,  is  frequently  of  use  to  illustrate  editor  of  the  new  editions  of  Cahnet's  Dictionary, 
the  ibrceofcertain  expressions  of  the  sacred  wri-  in  his  FVagmtnUif  appended  to  ihat  work, 
tera.  It  may  seem  to  us  nothing  extraordinary  which  contains  an  immense  number  of  such 
that  there  shoukl  be  "  thunder  and  rain  in  bar-  observations,  ilhistrated  with  a  groat  variety  of 
fest,"or  in  the  months  of  June  and  July,  when  engravings. 

Ssmud  said,  ^*  Is  it  not  wheat  han$ti  to  day  ?  4.  An  acquaintance  with  AnekiU  OeogrofAyt 
I  will  call  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  send  thun-  especially  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the 
der  and  rain."*  But  Jerome,  who  lived  in  Jo-  Eastern  coontries,  would  enable  a  person  to  pe- 
dea  many  yean,  says,  it  never  rained  there  at  rusemany  portions  of  Scripture  with  much  greater 
that  season ;  so  that  the  thunder  and  rain  which  interest  and  intelligence,  than  if  he  were  alto- 
happened  at  the  intercession  of  Samuel  were  gether  ignorant  of  this  braftch  of  knowledge.  In 
tnilymiraculous,anda8Such,"  the  people  greatly  the  history  of  tlie  Old  Testament,  and  in  the 
feared  the  Lord  and  Samuol,"— Again,  in  Luke  Prophetical  writings,  there  are  frequent  rderencea 
xii.  65,  it  is  said,  **  When  ye  see  the  south  wind  and  allusions  to  Mes<^>otamiat  Idumea,  Egypt, 
blow,  ye  say  there  will  be  heat,  and  it  cometh  to  Assyria,  Ghaldea,  Arabia,  Ethiopia,  Lybia 
pass.''  Inourdimate,  where  the  south  wind  ael-  Parthia,  Scythia,  Peraia,  and  other  countrie»-> 
dom  Mows,  this  may  not  be  always  the  case.  But  to  the  cities  of  Jerusalem,  Babylon,  Nineveh, 
in  Syria,  Egypt,  Judea  and  the  adjacent  coun-  Damascus,  Tadroor,  Tyre,  Sidon,  &c.— to  the 
tries,  the  effect  here  mentioned  is  striking  and  great  Sea,  or  the  Mediterranean,  the  Deed  Sea, 

the  Sea  of  Tiberias,  the  Red  Sear— (he  isles  of 

ratns  to  tha  Ostorj  of  the  Bible,-  has  been  left  out,  Chittim,  Cyprus,  Crete,  Melita— the  rivers  Jor. 

wlthmit  anyreason  belnffasstenedforthe  omission,  dan,  Kishon,  Jabbok,  Euphrates,  Htddekd,  Ph 

In  other  respects  the  original  work  appears  to  be     ,._  tti^:   Ahana  Phftrmr  Am Now  *  knam. 

complete.    tiShop  Oietrs  Improvements  consist  *»,  UJai,  Aoana,  4'ftaipar,«c.— «ow,  a  imow* 

chiefljln  brlngtnc  forward  the  discoveries  of  modem  ledge  of  the  positions  of  such  places  with  respect 

scienM  for  the  purpose  of  elucidating  certain  Sorip-  ^  ^  country  of  Judea,  their  rdaUve  aituationa 

tural  fltcts,  and  repelling  the  ol^Uons  of  Infidels—  . .  ^^  .  :.  ^_  .c  ^i!.,  .„ j  ^rtU  ^.ti;.«.  ^« 

toA  in  various  difl^eztaUons  onsome  of  the  leading  ^^">  regard  to  each  other,  and  oTlke  ouUines  o» 

ioetifnes  and  hlstorlaal  facts  of  revelation,  which  their  history,  and  of  the   warlike  aduevementa 

''iS^iSSS^tiST^Jl^iumS^^''  ««lc«»»««^of4.irW»M«»te-i.ft«jo«,.- 

^Uk  tOL  17.  V  necessary,  in  order  to  attain  a  dear  and  com 
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« 
pr^amnv  tiew  oftno  psnagm  m  which  there  meun  it  rise*  and  mizee  with  the  atmoeph(v<i. 
mte  allueioiis  totuch  looiUitiei. — ^In  reading  the  where  it  remains  either  mvinftw,  or  aseumes  itio 
Efftngeiists,  Itia  highly  expedient  to  know,  for  appearance  of  donds.  In  this  state  it  occupiev 
ocanple,  tho  position  of  Samaria,  Galilee,  the  a  space  fonrteen  hundred  times  greater  than  in  ii« 
lake  of  Genneaareih,  and  the  rirer  Jordan,  with  ordinary  liquid  state,  and  consequently  is  much 
respect  to  tl|at  portion  of  the  Holy  Land,  denomi-  lighter  dian  the  atmospheric  av  into  which  it 
aated  Jndea — the  situations  of  Bethlehem,  Na-  rises.  It  has  been  calculated,  that,  from  an  aero 
Baretb,JeridiO|Nain,Syohar,  Bethaaida,  Cana,  of  ground,  during  twelve  hours  of  a  summer** 
Tyro  and  Sidmi,  with  respect' to  Jerusalem,  and  day,  more  than.l60D  gallons  of  water  have  be«*Ti 
their  respective  distances  from  that  metroplis—  drawn  up  into  the  av  in  the  form  of  vapour.  From 
and  die  diaraoteristica  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  the  whole  surface  of  <he  ocean  there  arise,  every 
places ;  lor,  upon  a  knowledge  of  such  ciroum-  twelve  hours,  no  lest  than  30,980,500.000,000  or 
stances,  our  perception  of  the  beauty  and  appro-  moro  than  thirty  millions  of  millions  of  cubic  feel 
priateaess  of  oor  Saviour's  discourses,  and  of  the  of  water,  which  is  moro  than'  suflicient  to  supply 
fNTopriety  of  his  actions,  will,  in  a  great  measuro,  all  the  rivers  that  intersect  the  four  quarters  ii 
depNBnd. — ^la  reading  the  history  of  the  joumeybgs  the  globe.  This  immense  body  of  vapour  is  form- 
of  the  Apostles,  it  is  no  less  efpedwnt  that  we  ed  into  doods,  which  aro  carried  irf  the  winds 
bavelyingbefbreuspapsof  Asia  Minor,  of  An-  over  every  |Mrt  of  the  eontinents;  and,  by  a 
eiont  GkMce,  of  Palestine,  of  the  Eastern  parts  process  with  which  we  are  still  unacquainted,  is 
ef  Africa,  and  of  the  islands  of  die  Mediterrane-  again  condensed  into  rain,  snow  or  dews,  which 
an,  and  that  we  have  some  aocquaintanoe  with  water  and  fertilize  the  earth.  Now,  if  this  woo- 
the  history  and  character  of  the  tribes  which  in-  derfiit  and  eactensive  process  of  naturo  were  to 
habited  these  countries  in  the  days  of  the  Apoe*  oease— ^we  might  wash  our  cbthes,  but  centuries 
ties.  Withodt  such  knowledge  and  assistances,  wooU  not  dry  them,  for  it  is  evaporation  akme 
w  mnst,  in  many  instanoos,  road  their  narratives  that  produces  this  effect — ^there  would  be  no  ratu 
without  kieas— and  shall  be  unabte  to  appreciate  nor  dews  to  fertilize  our  fields,  and  the  coose- 
their  labouis,  the  long  journeys  they  undertook,  qoenee  wooM  be,  the  earth  would  be  parched, 
the  fttigues  they  endured,  the  dangers  to  which  and  the  vegetable  productions  which  afford  us 
tliey  wero  eiposed  by  sea  and  land,  .and  the  allU'*  subsistence  would  wither  and  decay, — the  riv- 
sfoosmade  to  such  circumstances  in  the  Aposto-  era  woukl  swell  the  ocean,  and  dause  it  to  over* 
lie  Epistles.*  flow  a  portion  of  the  land,  whUe,  at  the  same  time, 
ft.  An  aoquaintanos  with  the  facts  of  Natural  their  sources  would  soon  be  completely  exhaust- 
History  and  Science,  and  with  the  general  pheno-  ed,  and  their  channels  dried  up.  In  such  a  state 
mena  of  Nalnro,  would  tend  to  throw  a  light  on  of  things,  the  whole  system  of  terrestrial  naturo 
■lany  passages  of  Scripturo,  and  would  enable  wouk(  be  deranged,  and  man,  and  all  the  other 
persons  to  perceive  a  beauty  and  an  emphasis  in  tribes  of  animated  nature— deprived  of  those  com- 
oertain  expressions,  which  they  wooU  otherwise  forts  which  aro  essential  to  their  existence— 
••  apt  to  overiook.  For  example,  in  the  begin-  would,  in  a  short  time,  perish  from  the  earth.  Sq 
■lag  of  the  hundred  and  thirty-fifth  psdm,  the  that  it  forms  a  powerful  and  impressive  motive  to 
seiiants  of  God  aro  exhorted  to  **  praise  the  name  excite  us  to  praise  the  name  of  Jehovah,  when  we 
of  Jehovah  ;'*  and  in  the  sequel  of  the  Psalm  va-  call  to  remembrance,  that  it  is  Qe  "  who  caoseth 
nous  roosoitf  aro  assigned  why  we  shouki  engage  the  vapours  to  ascend  from  the  ends  of  the  earth," 
iathis  exerciM.  One  of  these  reasons  is,  that  and  thus  preserves  the  harmony  of  naturo,  and  se- 
"  Bk  eau$eth  tim  rapoars  to  oBomdfrvm  the  wda  cures  to  all  living  creatures  the  blessings  thej 
ff  lihsssrCfc.**    Many  persons  who  read  or  who  now  enjoy. 

may  sing,this  portion  of  sacred  poetry,  woukibe        Again,  wo  aro  informed  by  Solomon,  (Eo- 

apt  to  overlook  the  circumstance  now  stated  as  an  cles.  i.  7.)  that  "  all  the  rivers  run  into  the  sea ; 

argmaent  of  very  inferior  importance.    But  if  yet  (he  sea  is  not  full ;  unto  thtplaeB  from  whene^ 

wa  eaanuae  the  subject  attentively,  we  shall  fiad,  cAe  fivers  eoms,  thither  thqf  ntwrn  againJ*    It 

ttai  this  physical  operation  of  the  Almigh^  is  appears,  at  first  sight,  somewhat  unaccountable, 

■otonly  very  wonderful  in  its  natnro,^lmt  that  that  the  ocean  has  not  bng  ere  now  overflown 

upon  it  most  of  oor  comi<Nrts,  and  oven  our  very  aU  its  banks,  whfn  we  consider  that  so  many 

SKisteaee,  depend.    Evaparatien  is  a  process  by  la^estic  streams  aro  incessantly  roOing  into  its 

whidi  water  and  other  liquids  aro  converted  into  abyss,  canying  along  with  them  into  its  caverns 

saponr. .  The  matter  of  heat,  combining  widi  ao  less  than  thirteen  thfmsand  six  hundred  cubi- 

watsr,  isndsn  it  specifically  Hghtr,  by  which  oal  miles  of  water  every  year.    Solomon  partly 

selves  tile  difficulty,  by  infiirming  us,  that,  **  to 

.  ths  ftoAeiit  of  andentgeographv  wUl  be  assist.  ^  ^^  ^^^^V'"^  ?"!"•'  ^«\»  *•/ 

MA^^hJ^rSSrSS^^^^WtnP^-Bei^  return  agaia."    But  how  do  they  return  ?Maay 

Maps  ef  Ancient  OeoffrapHj,"  twenty-thrse  In  nma-  expositors  of  Scripture,  attempt  to  explain  this 

lMr--and  Wells'" Saersd  OeogTaphx,**  modernised  i.:M»im«»aiiMi  K»  tnilinir nm th«t »!•■  »»f—  nf  a. 

by  the  Editor  of  Calmei's  DicUonaly,  which  U  one  of  circumstance,  by  teUiag  us  that  tbe  wateis  of  the 

the  most  accurate  and  complete  works  of  the  kis4  ocean  pereolata  through  the  earth,  aad  in 
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wfty  M*  anochar,  wriTe  newt  the  tops  ofnounUiiM,  by  hie  word  1  We  tre  preeeated  by  the  inpiree 
where  spring!  gecorally  Abound.  But  such  a  penmen  with  expreeeiou  in  which  to  vent  our 
•uppoeition  is  not  only  highly  improbnblei  when  emotions.  "  He  holde  ite  waiera  in  the  boDow 
we  consider  the  Tut  umm  of  enrth  and  rocka,  of  hie  hand ;  he  taketh  up  ita  iaiee  aa  a  very  Ul- 
aeveral  hundreds  of  milea  in  thickness,  through  tie  thing.**  **  He  gaihereth  the  waters  of  the  aea 
which  the  waters  wouM  have  to  percolate,  tot  together  as  a  mass ;  belayeth  up  the  depth  as  fai 
dincUy  amtnary  to  the  known  laws  of  aiUnre ;  storehouaea."  "  He  divideth  the  sea  by  hb 
hrnoJt»de(mTimmatubeahcn€ikiU»dof  Um  power;  he  hath  compassed  the  watera  with 
sovror,  which  in  this  case  it  behoved  to  do.  Mo-  bounds,  until  the  day  and  night  come  to  an  end." 
dem  experiments  and  discoveries,  however,  have  "  Thou  eoveredst  the  earth  with  the  deep  ns 
satisiaciorily  accounted  (at  this  fact,  on  the  prin*  with  a  garment ;  the  waters  stood  above  the 
ciple  of  eooporalien,  to  which  I  have  just  now  mountains  :*  At  thy  rebuke  they  fled ;  at  the 
adverted.  From  the  surface  of  the  ocean  and  of  voice  of  thy  thunder  they  hasted  away.  Thou 
the  rivers  themselves,  there  is  carried  up  into  hast  set  a  boundary  that  they  may  not  pass  over, 
the  atmoaphere,  in  the  form  of  vapour,  nearly  that  they  turn  not  again  to  cover  the  oarth.** 
three  times  the  quantity  of  water  sufficient  to  r»-  <*He  hath  placed  the  sand  for  the  bounds  of  tfao 
plenish  the  sources  of  lA  the  rivers  in  the  worid.  sea,  by  a  perpetual  decree,  that  it  cannot  pnsa 
The  vapour  thus  raised  is  carried  by  the  winds,  it ;  and  though  the  wavy  thereof  toes  tbem- 
m  the. form  of  clouds,  over  every  region  of  the  aelvee,  yet  they  cannot  prevail;  thonsh  they 
globe,  and  fcUs  down  in  rains  to  carry  on  the  va-  roar,  yet  can  they  not  pass  over  it.**  He  hath 
nous  processes  of  nature.  One  partialis  into  the  sakl  to  its  rolling  billows,  **  Hitherto  shalt  thou 
sea,  another  on  the  lowlands,  and  the  remaining  come,  and  no  farther ;  and  here  shaB  thv  proud 
part  is  sufficient  to  replenish  the  sources  of  all  waves  be  stayed."— Are  we  spectators  of  storms 
the  rivers.  So  that  the  assertion  of  Solomon  is  and  tempests,  especially  in  the  teirific  grandeur 
strictly  and  philosophically  correct,  that "  to  the  they  display  in  southern  dimes  ?  Our  emotions 
place  whence  the  rivers  come,  thither  they  return  will  be  expressed  with  the  greatest  empiiasis  in 
again."  They  first  fiJl  into  the  ocean ;  a  por-  the  language  of  inspiration,  in  which  we  are 
tion  of  their  waters  is  then  raised  by  evaporation  nni(bnniy  directed  to  view  the  agen^  of  God  in 
into  the  atmosphere ;  this  portion  of  vapour,  aj^  anch  phenomena.  ^  Clbuds  and  darkness  ara 
ter  traversing  the  regions  of  the  air,  falls  down  round  about  him  ;  He  hath  his  way  in  the  whirl- 
in  rain,  mists,  and  dews,  and  supplies  the  nume-  wind  and  the  storm,  and  the  clouds  are  the  dust 
rous  springs  **  which  run  among  ths  hills."  of  his  feet."    "  When  he  uttereth  his  voice. 

Such  illustrations,  whidi  migbt  be  indefinitely  there  is  a  sound  of  waters  in  the  heavens ;  he 
extended,  not  only  throw  alight  on  the  meaning  causeth  the  vapours  to  ascend  from  the  ends  of 
of  the  sacred  writers,  but  trad  likewise  to  show  the  earth ;  he  maketh  lightnings  with  rain,  and 
the  harmony  that  subsists  between  the  discovo-  br ingeth  forth  the  wmds  out  of  hb  treasuries.* 
ries  of  science  and  the  truths  of  revelation.  As  "  The  God  of  glory  thundereth ;  the  voice  of  the 
the  Author  of  Christianity  and  the  Author  of  the  Lord  is  fiill  of  majesty ;  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
'system  of  nature  is  one  and  the  same  Being,  divideth  the  flamea  of  fira ;  yen,  the  Lord  break- 
there  must  ezwt  a  hannonioos  correspondence  eth  the  cedars  of  Lebanon."  *'  Who  can  stand 
between  tnOh  in  the  one,  and  fati  in  the  other ;  before  his  indignation  7  The  mountains  quake 
and  the  more  they  are  studied  with  inteUigei^,  befiure  him,  the  hills  melt,  .and  rocks  are  shivered 
and  m  oounexion  with  each  other,  the  more  wiU  at  his  presence." 
dieir  harmony  be  apparent.  Again,  when  we  oontempkte  the  immensn 

It  is  a  circumstance  that  has  frequently  forced  number  and  variety  of  animated  beinga  which 

Itself  upon  my  attention,  that  whatever  scene  of  glide  through  the  waters,  move  nlong  &e  earth, 

natnre  we  contemplate,  and  however  briOiant  and  and  wing  their  flight  through  the  air ;  together 

unexpected  the  discoveries  which  modem  science  with  the  ample  provision  which  is  made  for 

has  brought  to  light, — however  far  they  have  their  accommodation  and  subsistence,— where 

carried  our  riews  into  the  wonders  of  the  minute  can  we  find  language  more  appropiate  to  express 

parts  of  creation,  and  into  the  immeasurable  re-  oar  feelings  than  in  these  words  of  the  Psahnist  ? 

gions  of  space,  where  myriads  of  suns  are  light-  "  How  manifold  are  thy  works,  O  Lord  !    In 

ed  up, — and  however  much  the  mind  may  be  wisdom  hast  thou  made  them  all ;  the  earth  is 

lost  in  astonishment  and  wonder,  at  the  magnifi-  fhll  of  thy  rich^ ;  so  is  the  great  and  wide  sea, 

cent  scenes  which  they  disclose, — we  shall  find  wherein     are    things    creeping    innumenUa, 

sentiments  and  expressions  fa)  Scripture  adequate  both  smaU  and  great  beasta.    These  al  wait 

to  express  every  emotion  of  the  soul  when  en-  upon  thee,  that  thou  mayest  give  them  their  meat 

gaged  in  such  contemphtkos. — Arewecontam-  fai  due  season.    Thou  giveat  them,— 4heyf^ 

plating  the  expanse  of  the  oeean,  and  the  vast  Iher;  thou  openest  thina  band,— they  aia  fiOed 

mass  of  waters  which  fill  its  mighty  caverns  t  and  witb  good."— Wben  ire  sonrsy  the  atincture  ol 
do  we  wish  to  raiae  our  thougbts  In  adoration  of 
the  power  of  that  Almighty  Being  whoformed  it  •  RallMrlagtoths  4al^n 
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ibe  imman  ftaone,  and  ooosider  the  vaai  number 
efbooee,  musdes,  veiiu,  arteriesi  lacieals,  iym- 
phatica,  and  other  parts,  all  curioudy  combined, 
and  calculated  to  facilitate  every  motion  of  our 
bodies,  and  to  prodaoe  sonaitive  eDjoyment,— 
aloog  with  Uie  organs  of  aense,  the  process  of 
respiration,  and  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
through  the  whole  frame  every  four  taiinutes,— 
can  we  refrain  from  adopting  the  expressive 
language  of  the  Psafanist  ?  **  I  will  praise  thee, 
lor  1  am  fearfully  and  wooderfuliy  made !  mar- 
vel kws  are  thy  works.  My  substance  was  not 
hid  from  thee  when  I  was  made  in  secret,  and 
curiously  wrought,*'— or  variegated  like  needle- 
work,—" in  my  mother's  womb.*  Thine  eyes 
did  see  my  substance  wfa^  it  was  yet  imperfect ; 
and  in  thy  book  all  my  membera  were  written, 
which  in .  continuance  were  (ashioned  when  as 
yel  there  was  none  of  them.  How  precious  are 
thy  thoughts  (or,  thy  wonderful  contrivances) 
coooeming  me,  O  God !  How  great  is  the  sum 
of  them!  If  I  should  count  them,  they  are  more 
IB  number  than  the  sand.**  To  whidi  may  be 
added  the  words  of  Job,  "  Thine  bands  have 
uMMie  and  fashioned  me :  thou  hast  clothed  me 
with  skin  and  flesh,  and  bast  fenced  me  with 
bones  and  sinews;  and  thy  visitation  preserveth 
ny  spirit." — ^Wlien  we  contemplate  the  minute 
wonders  of  creation,  and  are  stnick  with  aston- 
ishment at  the  inconceivable  smallness  of  certain 
animated  being8,--how  can  we  more  appropri- 
ately express  our  feeling!  than  in  the  language 
of  Scripture,  *'  He  is  wonderful  in  counsel,  and 
excellent  in  working ;  his  wisdom  is  unsearch- 
able, hit)  understanding  is  infinite  ;  marvellous 
things  doth  he  which  we  cannot  comprehend. 
There  is  none  like  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  neither 
are  there  any  works  like  unto  thy  works.    Thou 

*  In  our  transfaition,  \ht  heanty  and  empbasis  of 
this  passai;^  are  partly  lost.  The  expression,"  eoil* 
ously  wrooghL,**  Uierally  translated,  slgnllles  "flow* 
ered  with  a  needle.**  The  process  of  the  formation 
of  the  homan  body  in  the  womb  Is  compared  to  that 
in  a  piece  of  delicate  work  wrought  with  a  flue 
needle,  or  fashioned  with  pecultar  art  In  the  loom  { 
which,  with  all  its  beautinu  proportion  of  flours 
and  rarlety  of  colouring,  rises  by  degrees  to  perfec- 
tion under  the  hand  of  the  artist,  from  a  rude  mass 
•f  silk  or  other  materiata,  and  according  to  a  pattern 
lying  before  him.  In  accordance  with  this  idea,  the 
Dlrine  Being  is  here  represented  as  working  a 
shapeless  ma8S,«ftsr  a  plan  delineated  in  his  book, 
Into  the  most  carious  texture  of  muscles,  bones, 
vein^,  ligaroenta,  membranes,  lymphaties,  Ac.  roost 
skilfully  interwoven  and  connected  with  each  other, 
till  It  becomes  a  structure  with  all  the  parts,  llnea« 
ments,  and  functions  of  a  raaxu-~no  one  of  which  ts 
to  be  seen  at  first,  any  more  than  the  figures  in  a 
tall  of  silk,  before  it  is  foshioned  with  the  needle. 
The  woDdert  of  this  workmanship  are  fkrther  en- 
tmneed  fhnn  the  eonslderation,  tmu,  while  human 
artificers  require  the  clearest  ligtit  for  accomplish- 
tn.7  their  work,  the  Divine  Artist  perfbrmsit  "M 
secret,"  within  the  dark  and  narrow  rsoess  of  the 
womb.  The  expression,  '*How  prsdous  are  thy 
hau^Hit  to  mS|"  should  be  rendered,  **  How  precious 
are  thy  eoftfrisafioes  retpeettn^  me,"  namelyi  in 
f  «*fvlnence  to  the  exouislte  structure  and  organala- 
rton  of  the  corporeal  ftama,  on  which  the  Psalmist 

«  Axed  his  meditaUoos. 


an  great,  and  dost  wondrous  thing! ;  ihca  art 
God  alone." 

When  we  contemplate  the  amazing  structure 
of  tiie^  heavens — the  magnitude  of  Uie  bodies 
which  compose  the  planetary  system,  and  th« 
numerous  orbs  which  adorn  the  nocturnal  ricy— 
when  we  penetrate  with  the  telescope  into  the 
more  distant  regions  of  space,  and  behold  ten 
thousand  times  ten  thousand  more  of  these  brij^t 
luminaries  rising  to  view  from  every  region  of  the 
firroamentr^wheii  we  consider  that  each  of  these 
twinkling  luminaries  is  a  sun,  equal  or  superior 
to  oin'  own  in  sire  and  in  splendour,  and  surround- 
ed with  a  system  of  revolving  worlds— 'when  we 
reflect,  that  all  this  vast  assemblage  of  suns  and 
workts,  forms,  in  all  probability,  but  a  very  small 
portionof  Jehovah's  empire,  and  when  our  minds 
are  bewildered  and  astonished  at  the  incompre- 
hensible grandeur  of  the  scene— where  shall  we 
find  language  to  express  our  emotions  more  ener* 
getic  and  appropriate  than  in  such  passages  as 
these  ?  "  Canst  thou  by  searching  fix>d  out  God  f 
Canst  thou  find  out  the  Ahnighly  to  perfection  f 
He  is  glorious  in  power,  his  understanding  is  in- 
finite, his  greatness  is  unsearchable.  The  hea- 
vens declare  the  glory  of  Jehovah,  and  the  firma- 
neni  showeth  his  handy-work.  All  nations  before 
him  are  as  itothing,  and  they  are  counted  to  him 
as  less  than  nothing  and  vanity.  He  meteth 
out  the  heavens  with  a  span,  and  compr^ 
bendeth  the  dust  of  the  earth  in  a  measure.  Be- 
hold! the  heaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavenn 
cannot  contain  him.  By  the  word  of  the  Lord 
were  the  heavens  made,  and  all  the  host  of  mem 
by  the  spirit  of  his  mouth.  He  spake,  and  it 
was  done;  he  commanded,  and  it  atood  fi»t. 
He  doth  great  things  past  finding  out,  and  won- 
ders without  number.  Great  and  marvellous 
are  thy  works.  Lord  God  Almighty !  Touching 
tlio  Almighty  we  cannot  find  him  out;  he  is 
excellent  in  power,  and  his  gk)ry  is  above  the 
earth  and  the  heavens.  Who  can  utter  the 
mighty  operations  of  Jehovah?  Who  can  aboir 
fi>rth  all  his  praise  ?" 

Are  we  led,  from  the  discoveries  9f  modern 
astronomy,  to  infer,  that  numerous  worlds  besides 
our  ewn  exist,  throughout  the  universe  ?  This 
idea  will  be  found  embodied  in  numerous  passa- 
ges of  Scripture,  such  as  the  following;— 
'*  Through  fiiilh  we  understand  that  the  wortdM 
toers  frmud  by  the  word  of  God."  "  In  these 
last  days  he  hath  spoken  to  us  by  hii  Son,  whom 
he  hath  appointed  heir  of  all  things,  by  whom 
also  he  made  the  worlds.'*  *^  Thou  hast  n^ade 
heaven,  the  heaven  of  heavensi  toiih  oK  thmt  hem, 
and  thou  preservest  them  all,  and  thehotl  rfktth 
ven  wmidjpptA  thtt.**  "  He  sitteth  upon  the 
circle  of  the  earth,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof 
are  as  grasshoppers.  All  the  innabitants  of  the 
earth  ore  rqMclsd  om  mthm§  tn  hu  tight*  The 
nations  are  as  the  drop  of  a  bucket;  and  be 
doth  aooording  to  hk  will  in  ^vmntfl 
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aod  tmong  (!m  inkabituts  of  the  earth.**    "  He  moral  precepte ;  end,  by  familiarisiiig  their  i 

liath  prepared  hu  thromt  in  the  heavens,  and  Ait  with  the  nuroerouB  and  mulli&riooa  fiielc  thej  «■• 

Ungthm  ruUtk  wtr  otf."    **  When  I  ooneider  hibit,  and  oomparinf;  then  with  thehiitory  ofna 

thy  faeaTene— what  ie  man,  that  thou  art  mind-  tiom,  and  with  paeeing  erenta,  they  would  gr»- 

fiillofhim?"    It  would  be  easy  to  show,  were  it  dttaOyaoquSre  an  enlightened  and  comprehenrivv 

expedient  in  tlie  pretent  caae,  that  all  Mich  ex*  view  of  dod*s  euperinteDding  providenee.    The 

presiiaiM  and  repreientatione,  embody  in  them  study  oTtho  Scriptmes,  in  their  native  simplicity , 

the  idea  oTa  plvraSijf  of  tsorids,  without  which  with  the  helps  now  alluded  lo,  and  withoui  inter* 

they  would   appear  either  inezplickbls,  or  aa  miztHreof  the  technical  language  of  theologiana, 

a  species  of  bombast,  unworthy  of  the  character  and  of  parly  opinions,  wouU  Im  of  vast  inport- 

of  inspired  writers.    So  that,  to  whatever  de»  ance  in  religion.    It  would  convince  the  onbiase- 

partment  of  naUire  we  direct  oar  contemplations,  ed  inquirer  how  little  foundation  there  is  m  the 

we  peroei re  its  oorreepondence  with  the  senti-  Scriptures  themselves,  for  many  of  those  nume* 

meats  ezpressed  in  the  sacred  writings,  and  find  rous  disputes  about  metaphysical  dogmas,  which 

in  these  writings  the  most  sublime  and  appropr  -  have  rent  the  Christian  world  into  a  number  of 

ale  language  in  which  to  ezpreos  those  emotions  shreds  and  patdies,  and  produced  jeabusy  and 

which  me  diversified  scenes  of  the  material  worid  animosity,  where  love  and  afifection  should  have 

are  calculated  to  inspire.  appeared  predominant.    He  would  soon  be  ena- 

We  may  now  ask,  if  such  an  assertion  can  be  bled  to  perceive,  that  the  ^tem  of  RevdatioD 
OMde,  in  truth,  with  regard  to  any  other  writ-  cMcily  consists  of  a  series  of  important  ,^mC», 
lags,  ancient  or  modem,  ^whose  sentiments  have  connected  with  the  dispensations  of  God  towards 
not  been  derived  from  the  sacred  oracles  ?  Can  our  race,  and  interwoven  with  a  variety  of  practi- 
we  find  in  the  writings  of  all  the  poeta,  {rfiiloso->  cal  and  interesting  truths  \  and  that  the  grand 
phers  and  wators  of  Greece  and  Rome,  senti-  design  of  the  whole  is  to  counteract  theeieeta  of 
ments  so  dignified,  appropriate  and  sublime,  in  moral  evil,  to  display  the  true  character  of  Deity, 
relation  to  the  objects  to  which  we  have  alluded  7  to  promote  love  to  God  and  man,  to  inculcate  the 
Do  not  such  writers  fim|uently  misrepresent  and  practice  of  every  heavenly  virtue,  and  to  ibrm 
even  caricature  the  system  of  nature  ?  Are  not  mankind  into  one  harmonious  and  affectionate 
their  descriptbns  of  the  gods,  and  the  actions  society.  He  would  find  none  of  the  technical 
they  attribute  to  them,  in  many  instances,  mean,  terms  and  phraseology  which  the  schoohnen  and 
ridiculous,  unworthy  of  the  character  of  superior  others  hate  introduced  into  their  systems  of  ihe- 
beings,  and  even  in  the  hi|^iest  degree  immoral  dogy ;  nor  any  of  those  anathemas,  which  one 
and  profiioe?  And,  if  we  turn  to  the  literature  sectary  has  so  firequenUy  levelled  at  another,  ap- 
aad  me  sacred  books  of  the  Chinese,  the  Per-  plied  to  any  one,  excepting  to  those  '*  who  love 
sians,  the  Hindoos  or  the  Japanese,  idiall  we  find  not  our  Lord  Jesus  in  smcerity."  He  would 
any  thing  superior?  And  is  not  the  drcomstance  naturally  be  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  what  b 
to  which  we  have  adverted,  a  strong  presumptive  not  clearly  and  ezpliciUy  stated  in  the  Scriptures, 
evidence  that  theScripuiresofthe  Old  and  New  or  but  obscurely  hinted  at,  in  reference  to  tfaa 
Testament  were  written  under  the  inspiration  of  external  government  of  the  church  or  an^  other 
the  Almighty ;  and  consequently,  that  they  are  subject,  cannot  be  a  matter  of  primary  import- 
"  profitable  for  doctrine,  fi>r  reproof,  snd  (or  in-  ance,  and  consequently,  ought  never  to  be  the 
struction  in  righteousnea,  that  the  man  of  God  subject  of  vindent  dispute,  or  the  cause  of  dis- 
may be  made  perfect,  and  thoroughly  furnished  sension  or  separation  amoog  Christkns— and 
unto  all  good  works  7"  that  those  things  only  are  to  be  considered  as  the 

Such  is  a  brief  view  of  some  of  the  advanta-  prominent  and  dbtinguwhing  truths  of  religioo 
ges  which'may  be  derived  from  hutory  and  gene-  which  are  the  most  fimjuently  reiterated,  and  ex* 
ral  science  in  the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  pressed  with  such  emphasis,  and  peiapicmty,  that 
There  is,  indeed,  scarcely  a  branch  of  uiefiil  **  be  who  rans  may  read  them." 
knowledge,  of  whatever  description,  but  may  be  Again,  such  an  intelligent  stn^y  of  the  Scrip- 
rendered  in  BooBO  way  or  another,  subservient  to  tures  as  would  accompany  the  acquisition  of  geo- 
Ihe  elucidatbn  of  the  sacred  oracles,  and  in  ena-  oral  knowledge,  would  have  a  tendency  lo  pn^ 
bling  us  to  take  a  wide  and  comprehensive  view  mote  the  union  of  the  Chrutiaa  church.  Ignorance 
of  the  facts  and  doctrines  they  declare.  Were  and  distorted  views  of  the  truths  of  revelatioo 
the  great  body  of  mankind,  therelbre,  instructed  are  ahnost  uniformly  aoeompanied  with  illiberal- 
in  general  knowledge,  and  accustomed  to  ratio-  ity  and  setf^soiieeit ;  and  where  theee  prevail* 
nal  investigatioaa,  they  would  be  enabled  to  atudy  silly  prejtidices  are  fbstered,  and  party  opinions 
the  Scriptures  with  much  greater  interest  and  tenaciously  adhered  to,  and  magnified  into  undue 
intelligence  than  they  can  now  be  supposed  to  do.  importance.  But  an  enlightened  mindi— the 
They  wouU  puroeive  the  beauty  and  sublimity  farther  it  advances  in  the  path  of  knowledge  aad 
of  their  language,  the  dignity  and  excellence  of  in  the  study  of  the  Sacred  Orades,  the  mnre  will 
die  sentiments  they  eontain,  the  purity  of  their  it  perceive  the  limited  nature  of  its  faculf  ^s,  and 
loctriT^es,  and  the  benefieent  tendenqr  of  their  the  difficulty  of  deciding  on  certain  roysteriotta 
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iaagmm  \  wad  ooiiMqa«otly,  the  mora  will  it  be  who  prMUme  to  act  in  this  maimer  ahoold  never 

dinposed  lo  grant  to  eveiy  other  mind  a  liberty  of  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  ?    What 

thought  on  BuiNMrdinate  religious  aubjects,  and  to  book  in  the  werld  would  atand  anch  an  ordeal  f 

make  every  allowance  for  thooe  educational  pre-  There  is  no  treatise  on  any  subject  whatever, 

judtcee  and  other  causes  which  have  a  tendency  which,  if  treated  in  thii  manner,  might  not  be 

to  warp  the  mind  to  certain  &vourite  opinions,  made  to  appear  a  mass  of  abaurdities  and  con- 

And,  when  such  a  disposition  more  generally  pre-  tradictioos.    If  the  Bible  is  to  be  read  at  all,  it 

vails,  and  is  accompanied  with  the  exercise  of  must  be  perused  both  with  reverence  and  with  tn< 

Chrinian  tove  and  moderation-"-the  spirit  of  party  tolligence ;  and  there  is  no  one  wlw  enten  on  the 

will  be  gradually  undermined,  and  all  who«recog-  study  of  it,  in  such  a  state  of  mind,  but  will  soon 

nise  the  grand  and  essential  features  of  genuine  perceive,  that  it  contains  "  the  wimess  in  itself," 

Chrbtianity  will  unite  in  one  lovely  and  harrao-  that  it  is  from  Gkid,  and  will  feel,  that  it  is  '*  quick 

niotts  society.    But,  so  tsng  as  ignorance  and  and  powerful**  in  its  appeals  to  the  ccnscieooa, 

habits  of  mental  inactivity  prevail  among  the  and  a  *'  searcher  of  (he  thoughts  and  intents  of 

great  body  of  the  population,  such  a  happy  con-  the  heart.**    But  he  who  reada  it  either  with 

•ummntion  cannot  be  expected.*  scorn,  with  negligence,  or  with  prejudice,  needs 

In  ibort,  wore  the  Sacred  writings  studied  widi  not  wonder  if  he  ihall  find  himself  only  confirm- 

reverence  and  attention,  and  those  departments  ed    in  his  foUy  and  unbelief.    **  For  a  soomer 

of  knowledge  to  which  I  have  alluded  brought  seeketh  wisdom,  and  findeth  it  not ;  but  know* 

forward  to  assist  in  their  investigation.  Infidelity  ledge  is  easy  unto  him  that  hath  underrtanding. 

wonld  soon  fed  ashamed  of  its  ignorance  and  I  have  dwek,  at  considerable  length,  on  the  to* 

impertinence,  and  hide  its  head  io  retirement  and  pic  of  Christianity,  because  it  is  a  subject  of  pe* 

ebecurity.    It  is  owing,  in  a  great  meaMre,  to  culiar  interest  and  importance  to  every  individual, 

ignorance  of  the  Scriptures,  that  so  many  avow-  If,  in  systems  of  education,  and  in  the  meana  by 

ad  infidela  are  to  be  found  in  society.    **  They  which  mankind  at  large  may  ly  enlightened  and 

apeak  evil  of  the  things  which  they  know  not ;"  improved,  the  knowledge  of  religion  be  overlook* 

"  their  mouth  speake&  great  swelling  words  **  of  ed,  and  its  moral  requisitions  disregarded,  rooro 

vanity  against  trutl^s  which  they  never  investip  evil  than  good  may  be  the  result  of  the  dissemi- 

gated,  and  which,  of  course,  they  do  not  under-  nation  of  general  and  scientific  knowledge.    We 

stand.    Even  some  of  those  who  have  attempted  have  a  proof  of  this  in  the  scenes  of  anarchy, 

to  lerilf  against  raveUttion  are  not  ashamed  to  licentiousness  and  horror  whidi   succeeded  the 

avow,  that  they  have  never  either  read  or  studied  first  French  revolution,  when  revealed  religion 

Che  writings  it  contains.    Paine,  one  of  the  most  wa^  publicly  diacarded,  and  atheism,  infidelity 

viniient  advemries  of  Christianity,  had  the  eA  and  fktalism,  accompanied  with  legalised  plun* 

firontery  to  affirm,  that,  when  he  wrote  the  first  doring,  became  *<the  older  of  the  day.**    If 


Who,  but  an  arrant  fool  would  have  made  such  a  of  ite  general  diffusion  might  be  justly  called  in 

declaration,  and  thus  have  proclaimed  his  own  question.    But,  when  prosecuted  in  ooanexion 

impertinence  and  folly  7  and  who  would  have  lis-  with  the  important  discoveries  of  revelation,  i1 

teoed  with  patience  to  such  an  impudent  avowal,  has  a  tendency  to  raiae  man  to  the  higiiest  di^ 

had  it  been  made  in  relation  to  any  other  subject?  ntty  of  which  his  nature  is  suseeptible,  and  to 

For,  to  attempt  to  answer  a  book  which  one  had  prepare  him  for  naore  exalted  pumits  and  e^jogh 

not  read,  ia  surely  the  height  of  presumption  and  mente  in  the  lifo  lb  oome. 
Impudence,  and  plainly  indicates,  that  the  mind 


previously  prejudiced  againit  it,  and  deter-  ' 
mnied  to  oppose  its  sentimenu.    Others  have 

kwked  into  the  Bible,  and  skimmed  over  its  co»>  SECTION  Z. 
tente,  with  the  express  purpose  of  findmg  faults 

and  contradictions.    Emenon  the   mathemati-  MuedUmtPM  Jd«Qni«ie§  cf  JSnowUige  M^ 

cian,  having  imbibed  a  disrelish  for  the  Scrip-  Uattd. 
tttrac,  endeavoured  to  sattafy  his  mind  that  they 

were  not  divine,  by  picking  out  a  number  of  in-  In  this  aeetion;  I  shsll  briefiy  advert  to  seve- 

■nlated  passages,  which  he  conceived  to  be  con-  ral  advantages  which  wouU  flow  fi^mi  a  general 

tradictions,  and  set  them,  one  opposite  to  anoth-  diflrusion  of  knowledge,  not  directly  included  in 

er,  to  two  separate  columns,  and  then  was  boM  thoee  whkh  have  already  been  sUted. 

enough  to  aver  tlmt  he  had  proved  the  Bible  to  I.  Minds  totored  in  knowledge  and  habits  of 

be  an  impeotora.    Is  it  any  wonder  that  men  refleotion,  menU UUdto  farm  jml tuimatm  pf 


AtMnMi  eMrader  mid  e^eymenl. 

•««*...»•*.»  m«.»».H<i«Artiii.toiiii^flMflsfr        Thebttlkof  amnkind  are  aptto  forma  fklsa 
^FwamomWininatratlonofthlstoplcseeBic.    ^^jj,^  rf  the  characters  of  men,  fimnoooildsr 
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log  only  tbow  adventUIoas  circttmstancef  in  HeDoe  the  ruling  pasiioo,  whidi  diatinguj«hM 

which  they  are  placed,  ind  thoee  external  tra{>-  the  nutjoriiy  of  mankind,  to  aepire  after  elevatec 

pingi  with  which  ibey  are  adorned.    WbereTer  station  and  rank,  and  to  aocumakLte  riches,  al* 

wealth  and  splendour,  and  high-sounding  titles  though  it  should  be  at  the  expense  of  tranpling 

have  taken  up  their  residence,  the  multitude  fall  under  foot  every  social  duty,  and  every  roordl 

down  and  wmnhip  at  their  shrine.    The  nataral  principle,  and  ^ven  at  the  risk  of  endangering 

and  acquired  endowments  of  the  mind  are  seklom  life  itself.    Hence,  the  idle  and  the  vicious  are 

appreciated  and  respected,'  unlesi  they  are  doth-  led  to  imagine,  that  if  they  can  but  lay  hokl  oi 

Qii  with  a  dazzling  exterior.    A  man  of  genius,  wealth,  whether  by  fraud,  by  deceit,  or  by  open 

of  virtue  and  of  piety,  is  not  distinguish^  from  violentse,  they  will  be  able  to  administer  nutri- 

the  common  herd  of  mankind,  unless  he  can  a^  ment  to  those  desires  which,  when  gratified,  will 

ford  to  live  in  an  ele^nt  mansion,  to  entertain  complete  dielr  happiness. 

CMvivial  partiesi  and  to  mingle  with  the  fashion-  It  is  evident,  that  nothing  can  be  suppoaed 

able  and  polite.    The  poor  and  ignorant  peasant  more  effectual  for  counteracting  such  fitllacious 

looks  up  with  a  kind  of  veneration  to  my  lord  and  tendencies  of  the  human  mind,  than  the  cuUiva- 

my  lady,  sa  if  they  were  a  species  of  superior  tion  of  reason,  the  expanding  of  the  intellectcd 

beixkgs,  though,  perhaps,  with  the  exception  of  a  faculties,  and  the  habit  of  apply  mg  the  princt- 

few  trifling  accomplishments,  they  are  scarcely  pies  of  knowledge  to  the  diversified  phenomena 

raised  above  the  level  of  the  vulgu  whom  they  of  human  character  and  oonduck     The  man 

despise,  in  respect  to  intellecUia]  attainments ;  whose  mind  is  accustomed  to  investigation,  and 

and  they  are  oden  far  beneath  them  in  those  mo-  to  lake  an  extensive  range  through  the  regions  of 

ral  aoGompHshments  which  constitute  the  true  scicnce,and  who  considers  his  menial  powers  as 

^ory  of  man,— 4Ming  too  frequently  the  slaves  of  the  chief  characteristic  by  which  he  is  distin- 

many  foolish  caprices  and  unhallowed  passions,  guished  in  the  scale  of  animal  existence,  will  n»- 

To  pay  homage  to  mere  titles,  rank  or  riches,  turally  be  guided  in  his  estimates  of  human  ch»- 

haa  a  tendency  to  degrade  the  human  mind,  and  racter,  by  meral  and  inteUeehud  considerations, 

has  been  the  source  of  all  that  vassalage,  slavery  His  eye  wilt  easily  penetrate  through  the  this 

and  despotism  which  have  prevailed  in  the  world,  veil  of  exterior  and  adventitious  accompaniments, 

On  the  other  hand,  the  man  of  rank  and  fashion  and  appreciate  what  alone  is  worthy  of  regard  in 

looks  down  with  a  species  of  disdain,  and  con-  the  characters  of  men,  whether  they  be  surround- 

siders  as  unworthy  of  his  notice,  the  man  of  ta-  ed  by  wealth  and  splendour,  or  immersed  in  po- 

ieat,  or  the  rational  inquirer  after  truth,  if  he  is  verty  or  obscurity.    And  with  respect  to  hnmao 

clad  in  a  homely  dress,  and  possessed  of  only  a  happiness,  a  person  of  this  description  will  easily 

small- a^are  of  wealth ;  because,  forsooth,  he  is  enter  into  such  a  train  of  reasoning  as  the  folk»w» 

unqualified  (o  accompany  him  to  hors»>races,  ing,  and  feel  its  force : — That,  in  respeoc  of 

assemblies,  masquerades,  and  other  &shionaUe  wealth,  what  we  cannot  reach  may  very  well  be 

entertainments.    Many  an  individual  <^8Uperla-  forborne ;  that  the  inequality  of  happiness  on  this 

live  worth  wad  merit  has  been  thus  overlooked  by  account  is,  for  the  most  part,  much  less  tbaa  it 

bis  superiors  in  rank,  and  even  by  (he  great  body  seems ;  that  the  greatness  which  we  admire  at 

of  bis  fellow-men,  and  has  passed  through  the  a  distance,  has  much  fewer  advantages,  nod 

world  almost  unnoticed  and  unknown,  except  by  much  less  splendour,  when  we  are  suffered  to 

a  few  minds  congenial  to  his  own.  For  the  beau-  approach  it ;  that  the  happiness  which  we  ima- 

ties  and  excellencies  of  niimi  can  only  be  perceiv-  '  gine  to  be  found  in  hi^life,  ie  much  alk>yed 

ed  and  appreciated  by  those  whose  mental  fecul-  and  diminished  by  a  variety  of  foolish  passiona 

ties  have  been,  in  some  degree,  enlightened  and  domestic  cares  and  anxieties,  of  which  wa 

and  improved,  and  who  are  qualified  to  estimate  are  generally  ignorant ;  and  that  the  apparent  in- 

the  value  of  a  jewel,  although  its  casket  may  be  felicity  of  the  lower  stations  in  society  is  fre* 

formed  of  coarse  materials,  and  besmeared  with  quently  moderated  by  various  moral  and  doonestic 

sand  and  mud.  comforts,  unknown  to  many  of  those  who  occupy 

The  multitude  form  no  less  erroneous  esti-  the  highest  ranks  of  social  life.    Thereisaeer* 

mates  in  regard  to  human  happiness.    Having  tain  portion  ofextemal  enjoyment  without  which 

folt  little  o&er  misery  than  that  which  arises  no  man  can  be  happy ;  and  there  is  a  certaiB 

from  poverty,  want,  or  excessive  labour,  they  are  portion  of   wealth  to  procure  this  enjoyment 

apt  to  imagine,  that  where  riches  abound,  and  the  whidi  every  rank  of  society  ought  to  possess,  and 

avenues  to  every  sensitive  enjoyment  are  firee  which  even  the  lowest  ranks  wm^  obtain,  were 

and  unobstructed,  there  misery  can  scarely  gain  the  movements  of  the  social  machine  propedy 

admittance,  and  the  greatest  share  of  human  hap-  conducted.    But,  td  pursue  riches,  with  aH  tha 

niness  must  be  found ;  thai  where  there  is  wealth  violence  of  passion,  as  the  chief  end  of  oar  being, 

there  can  be  Kttla  sorrow,  and  that  those  who  Is  not  only  degrading  to  our  intoOectuak  BMuraa^ 

glide  along  in  splendour  and  affluence  can  aeareely  and  tends  to  Uock  up  the  avenues  to  tranquil  an  - 

*)e  aoquaintedwitb  the  cares  and  anxieties  which  joyment,  hot  ia  fraught  with  fofl  and  ansial| 

so  heavily  upon  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  innumerable  hanrds.    "  Wealth,*  says  n 
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wf  iCar, "  it  nothing  ia  itaelf ;  it  is  were  it  devoted  to  such  piirpos«i,  woaU  be  of  in- 
not  dMhak  Mft  tfhea  it  departs  firom  us ;  its  value  calculable  service  to  the  interests  both  of  ho- 
is feiiiirl  ijOy  ia  that  which  it  can  purchase,  maoitj  and  of  science, 
which,  if  we  wpiiMO  it  put  to  ito  heat  use  by 

those  that  poeoew  it,  seems  not  much  to  deserve  II.    The  acquisition  of  general  knowledge 

ihedesireor  eovy  oTa  wise  man.    It  is  certain,  tDavHrnuAUpermmt  topr^bytharaUmdanet 

that  with  regard  to  corporeal  e^jt^ment,  money  onpubUc  inMnielunu, 
can  neither  open  new  avenues  to  pleasure,  nor 

block  up  the  passagetf  of  anguish.  Disease  and  In  the  presmit  day,  lectures  on  popnlar  phikMO- 
infirmity  still  continoi^  to  torture  and  enfeeble,  phy,  astronomy,  chemistry,  geology,  and  political 
perhape  exasperated  bf  kizury,  or  promoted  by  economy  are  oocamooally  delivered  in  the  princi- 
soRness.  With  respect  (o  the  mind,  it  has  rare*  pal  cities  and  towns  of  Great  Bntain ;  but,  out 
ly  been  observed,  that  wealth  contributes  much  of  a  population  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand,  it  fre- 
to  quickra  the  ^cermaent,  enlarge  the  capa-  quently  happens,  that  scarcely  thirty  or  forty  in- 
city,  or  elevate  the  imagination ;  but  may,  k^  dividuals  can  be  collected  to  listen  to  instructions 
hiring  flattery,  or  laying  ditkeoce  asleep,  oooiBrm  on  such  solgects.  This,  no  doubt,  is  partly  ow- 
error  and  harden  stupulity."  iug  to  the  fee  demanded  for  admission,  which  is 
Such  are  some  of  the  view*  and  principles  by  sometimes  beyond  the  reach  of  many  intelligent 
vdiidi  an  enlightened  mind  will  naturally  esti-  persons  in  the  lower  walks  of  life.  But  it  is 
mate  the  characters  and  enjoyments  of  rouikind.  chiefly  owing  to  the  want  qfiatU  for  such  branch- 
Were  the  great  body  of  the  population  in  eveiy  es  of  knowledge—to  ignorance  of  the  elements  ol 
oountiy  qimlified  to  enter  into  such  reasonings,  general  science— and  to  untcquaintance  with  the 
and  to  feel  the  force  of  such  considerations,  ft  Unu  whidi  require  to  be  used  in  the  ezplanatieo 
eould  not  &il  of  being  accompanied  with  many  of  such  subjects,  arising  fiiXHn  the  want  of  intel- 
benefictal  effects.  It  wouM  temper  that  foolish  ledual  instruction  in  early  life.  Even  of  the  few 
adulation  which  ignorance  and  imbecility  so  fre-  who  generally  auend  such  lectures,  there  is  not 
quently  oflS»r  at  the  shrine  of  wealth  and  splen-  perhaps  the  one  half  who  can  enter  with  inteUi- 
dour ;  and  would  undermine  those  envious  and  gence  into  the  train  of  reasoning  and  illustration 
discontented  dispositions  with  which  tiie'  lower  brought  forward  by  tbe  lecturer,  or  feel  much  in- 
ranks  are  apt  to  view  the  riches  and  possessions  lerest  in  the  discussions,  excepting  when  their 
of  the  great.  As  moral  principles  and  conduct,  eyes  are  dasaled  with  some  flashy  experiment, 
associated  with  intelligence,  are  the  only  proper  Hence  itfottows,  that  very  IHtle  knowledge  com- 
abjects  of  respect  in  the  human  cbar^!ter,  it  paratively  can  be  communicated  ia  this  way  to 
would  lead  persons  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  the  population  at  hu'ge,  owing  to  the  deficiency  of 
true  dignity  of  man,  not  by  the  glitter  of  affluence,  previous  instruction,— -and  that  systems  of  intel- 
or  tbe  splendour  of  equipage,  but  by  those  moral  lectual  education,  more  extensive  and  efficient 
and  intdlectual  qualities  and  endowments,  which,  than  those  which  have  hith«1o  been  in  operation, 
in  every  station,  demands  our  regard,  and  which  require  to  be  adopted,  before  the  great  body  of  the 
constitute  the  real  glory  of  the  human  character,  people  can  be  supposed  to  profit  by  attendance  on 
It  would  tend  to  counteract  the  principle  of  ^tw-  courses  of  lectures  on  any  department  of  know- 
riet,  which  has  produced  so  many  miseries  and  ledge. 

mischieis  in  society,  and  to  promote  that  Coi»-  The  same  remark  will  apply,  with  a  few  taoo- 
tenimmt  under  the  allotments  of  Divine  Provi*  dificalions,  to  the  instruotioosj  delivered  by  tbe 
dence  in  which  'consists  the  chief  part  of  the  teachers  of  religion.  For  want  ofa  proper  (bun- 
happiness  of  mankind.  And  while  it  would  dation  being  previously  hiid|  in  the*  exercise  of 
counteract  the  tendency  to  foolish  and  immoral  the  rational  faculty,  and  the  acquisition  of  gener- 
pursuits,  it  wouU  direct  to  those  rational  pur-  al  information,  comparatively  little  advantage  is 
suits  and  enjoyments  which  are  pure  and  per-  derived  fixMn  the  sermons  and  expository  lectures 
nanent,  and  congenial  to  the  high  dignity  and  delivered  by  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel.  Of  a 
destinatbo  of  man.  In  short,  were  the  attention  thousand  iiidividuals  which  may  compose  a  wor^ 
of  the  higher  and  influential  classes  turned  away  shipping  assembly  where  religious  instniotiona 
from  hounding  and  horse-racing,  masquerades,  are  imparted,  there  are  seUlom  above  two  hundred 
gambling,  and  such  like  frivolous  amusements,  (and  most  firequenily  mudi  fewer)  that  can  give 
and  directed  to  the  study  of- useful  science,  we  any  intelligent  account  of  the  irab  of  thought 
might  expect  to  behoki  them  patronising  phibuH  which  has  been  pursued,  or  the  topics  which  have 
trophic  and  scientific  characters  in  their  plans  been  ilhistrated  in  the  disoourses  to  which  they 
and  investigatHMis,  and  devoting  a  portion  of  have  professed  to  listen.  This  may  be  owing,  in 
their  wealth  to  carry  forward  those  improve-  many  instances,  tr  the  diy  and  dwtract  method  by 
ments  by  whidi  the  comforts  of  mankind  would  which  certain  preachers  construct  their  disoours- 
be  increased,  and  setenee  and  art  carried  nearer  es,  and  to  the  want  of  energy,  and  the  dull  and 
to  petlsetion.  The  twentieth  part  of  that  wealth  monotonous  manner  fat  which  they  are  daUTWsd, 
wiiich  istoo  frequently  apent  In  fashionable  iblUes.  But,  in  the  nuyority  of  iastaBcea,  it  as  obfioq^y 
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«ivmf  to  haUii  dthiMlanthn  to  Mibjuets  ofan  in-  of  hi*  providonoo  tovvwdi  oftiiom  tod 

tdiecioal  i»tur»--to  to  iocapacity  for  following  tioi,  in  a  connooted  seitct,  fron  the  coniinenr«. 

a  train  of  illustration  or  reoMning— «Bd  to  the  menl  of  timOf  through  the  nieoeaiive  periods  of 

want  of  acquaintance  with  the  meaning  of  many  hlstoiy    and  of  oomparing  the  desdationa  of  ci- 

temu  which  theol<^cal  initrueton  ind  it  ezpe-  ties  and  the  ruin  of  empirea  with  the  deelara- 

dient  to  use  in  the  oonatroction  of  their  diaconrs-  ticils  of  ancient  prophecy  f    Where  do  we  6nd 

es— and  such  deficiencies  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the  one  out  of  a  hundred  capable  of  expatiating  on 

mental  faeoUies  not  having  been  exercised  from  the  **  power  "  of  Jehovah,  and  on  the  most  sirik- 

infancy  in  the  purriuit  of  knowledge  and  in  ration-  ing  displays  of  this  perfection  which  are  exlai- 

al  investigations.  bited  throughout  the  vast  creation?    Or  where 

This  deficiency  of  knowledce  and  intellectual  shall  we  find  those  who  are  qualified  to  display 
etiiture  seems  to  be  virtually  admowledged  by  the  the  magnificenee  of  that  empire  which  is  '*  ee> 
ministers  of  religion ;  stnoe,  in  their  general  die-  taUished  in  the  beavena,"  embracing  within  its 
courses,  they  confine  themaelvee,  for  the  most  boundaries  thouaands  of  suoa  and  ten  ibouawpd* 
part,  to  the  elucidation  of  the^rseprnuaplesof  re-  of  worldo— or  "  to  apeak,**  wiih  inteUigeaoe,  **  el 
ligion.  Instead  of  exhibiting  a  luminous  and  the  glory  of  that  kingdom  which  ruleth  over  att," 
comprehensive  view  of  the  whole  aoenery  of  di-  and  thus  **  to  make  known  to  others  the  mighty 
vine  revelation,  and  illustrating  its  varioua  parts  operations  **  carried  on  by  Jeb<»vah,  "  and  the 
fitmi  the  history  of  nations,  the  system  of  nature,  ghriom  mqfm^  of  his  kingdom  ?**  It  is  obviooa 
and  the  scenes  ofhuman  life— they  generally  con-  that  no  such  qualifications  yet  exist  among  the 
fine  their  discussions  to  a  few  topios  connected  mafanljf  of  members  which  compose  the  visible 
with  what  are  termed  the  fimdaroental  doctrines  chureh.  And  yet  the  predictions  to  which  wa 
of  the  Grospel.  Instead  of"  going  on  to  perieo-  refer  nniiC&srealiasd,  at  some  period  or  another, 
tion,**  as  the  Apostle  Paul  exhorts,  by  tracing  the  in  the  history  of  the  divine  dispensationa.  A  nd 
elements  of  Christianity  in  all  their  bearings  on  is  it  not  desirable  that  they  should,  in  some  de- 
moral  conduct  and  Christian  contemplation,  and  gree,  be  realised  in  our  own  limes  ?  And,  if  so, 
endeavouring  to  carry  forward  the  mind  to  the  ought  we  not  to  exert  all  our  influence  and  ener 
most  enlarged  views  of  the  perfections  of  Gh>d  and  gies  in  endeavouring  to  accomplish  so  important 
the  "  glory  of  his  kingdom'*— they  feel  them-  and  desirable  an  object  ?  And,  in  what  manner 
•elves  tfflder  the  necessity  of  recurring  again  and  are  our  energies  in  this  respect  to  be  exerted, 
again  to"  the  first  principles  of  the  doctrine  oi  but  in  concerting  and  executing,  without  delay, 
Christ" — feeding  their  hearers  **  wi^  milk**  in-  plans  for  the  universal  mieUeelual  Instruction  of 
stead  of**  strong  meat.**  And  the  reason  assign-  mankind?  For,  without  the  communication  of 
ed  for  waiving  the  oonsidenition  of  the  more  knowledge  to  a  &r  greater  extent,  and  much  more 
sublime  topics  of  natbral  and  revealed  religion,  diversifieid  than  what  has  even  yet  been  considered 
and  thus  limiting  the  subject  of  tnetr  discussions,  necessary  for  ordinary  Christwns,  we  can  never 
is  that  their  hearers  are  unqualified  to  follow  them  expect  to  behoM  in  the  visible  fihurch  **  saints'* 
in  the  arguments  and  illustrations  i^ich  behoved  endowed  with  such  sublime  qualificationa  as  thosn 
to  be  brought  forward  on  such  snbjecta— that  such  to  which  wo  have  alluded,  or  the  approach  ol 
an  attempt  wouM  be  like  speaking  to  the  winds  that  auspicious  era  wlien  "  all  ahall  know  Iho 
or  beating  the  air,  and  woukl  infallibly  mar  their  Lord,*'  in  the  hi^est  aense  of  the  expression, 
edification.  If  thb  reason  be  valid ,  (and  that  it  "  from  the  least  even  to  the  greatest." 
is  partly  so  there  pan  be  little  doubt)  it  implies.  To  obtain  a  comprehensive,  and  as  far  as  pos- 
that  aome  glaring  deficiency  nwst  exist  in  the  sible,  a  oompbtoview  of  the  system  of  revelatioa 
mental  cnhure  of  the  great  body  of  professing  in  all  its  parts  and  bearings,  and  to  be  enabled  to 
Christians,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  remedied  by  eomply  with  all  ita  requirements,  is  both  the  doty 
every  proper  mean,  in  order  that  they  may  be  and  the  interest  of  every  man.  But,  in  order 
qualified  to  advance  in  the  knowledge  of  the  at*  to  this  attainment,  there  must  be  acquired  a  crr- 
tributes,  the  works,  and  the  ways  of  God,  and  to  tain  habit  of  thinking  and  of  meditating.  la 
*'  go  on  unto  perfeation."  vain  does  a  person  turn  over  whole  volumea,  and 

It  is  foretold  in  the  sacred  oracles,  that  **  men  attempt  to  peruse  catechisms,  bodies  of  divinity, 

shall  speak  of  the  might  of  Gbd's  terrible  acts,"  or  even  the  Scriptures  tliemselves,— ^he  can  never 

that  "  his  saints  ^all  speak  of  the  ghry  qf  Mm  comprehend  the  dependencies,  connexions  and 

kingdom,  and  talk  »f  his  jwtoer,  to  make  known  to  bearings  of  divine  truth,  and  the  facts  diey  ei- 

the  sons  of  men  his  mighty  operations  and  the  glo-  plain  uid  illustrate,  unless  he  acquire  a  habit  of 

rious  majesty  of  his  kingdom."    This  prediction  arranging  ideas,  of  laying  down  principles,  and 

has  never  yet  been  fulfilled  in  reference  to  the  deducing  eondusions.    But  this  habit  cannot  be 

great  body  of  the  Christian  chuieh.    For,  where  aoqtiired  without  a  eootinned  series  of  instme- 

do  we  ffaid  one  out  of  twemy  among  the  hearers  tions,  especially  in  the  aarly  part  of  life,  aceom- 

of  the  Gospel  capable  of  rehearsing  tho  *<  tcr>  panied  with  serious  attention  and  profound  appli- 

riMa  aeta^  </  God,  either  in  his  moni  or  his  cation.    For  want  of  sndi  pre-reqvisites  iha 

pbytfeal  oparatiouH-of  tracing  thedtspenaationf  great  body  of  Chriatiana  do  not  laao  t^lf  the  bt* 
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iMfil  Qmj  otherwiM  might  from  iIm  preaching  of  the  operation  of  his  moral  gofermneot  imong 
the  Gospel ;  aod  **  when  for  the  time  they  ought  tbe-mtiont)  dercanting  on  hie  gloriooe  aUHbi»ieeo 
to  be  teachwa  of  othera,  they  hate  still  need  that  exhibiting  iiis  wisdom  in  the  arrangements  of  na- 
oae  teach  them  again,  whidi  be  the  first  princi-  tore  and  the  mof  omenta  of  his  providence,  illue- 
ples  of  the  oracles  of  Qod."  **  Hence  it  is,"  says  trating  his  omnipotence  and  grandeur  from  the 
a  cel^raled  preacher,  **  that  the  greatest  part  of  glories  of  the  firmament,  and  the  magnitude  of 
oar  sermons  produce  so  little  fruit,  because  ser*  the  universe  directing  their  hearers  to  the  con* 
mons  are,  at  least  they  ou^t  to  be,  coonecied  templatioo  of  the  works  of  his  hand  as  iUostra- 
dtscoursea,  in  which  the  principle  founds  the  con-  tions  of  the  declarations  of  his  wont— demotf 
■equence,  and  the  consequence  follows  the  princi^  strating  the  trath  of  revelation  from  its  powerfu 
pie:  all  which  supposes  in  the  hearetsa  habit  of  and  bMeficiettt  efiects-— enfbrcing  the  holy  ten 
meditation  and  aitentioo.  For  the  same  reason,  pars  and  the  duties  which  religion  requires  from 
we  are  apt  to  be  offended  when  any  body  attenq>ts  every  rational  and  scriptural  motive— illustrating 
to  draw  us  out  of  the  sphere  of  our  prejudices,  the  effects  of  moral  evil  from  the  history  of  na^ 
and  are  not  only  ignorant,  but  ignorant  from  gra*  tions  and  the  miseries  in  which  it  has  involved 
▼ity,  and  derive,  I  know  not  wlnt  glory  fi-om  our  individuals  and  societies— expatiating  on  schemes 
own  stupidity^  Hence  it  is,  that  a  preacher  ia  ofphilanthropy  for  the  improvement  of  mankind, 
seldom  or  never  allowed  to  soar  in  his  sermons,  and  the  conversion  of  the  heathen,  and  dis« 
to  rise  into  the  oontemplation  of  some  tofty  and  {laying  the  love  and  mercy  of  God  towards  our 
raptnrousobjects,  but  mqst  always  descend  to  the  race,  and  the  connexions  and  bearings  of  the 
(int  prmeifltB  of  religion,  as  if  he  preached  for  work  of  redemption,  in  its  relation  to  the  angelic 
the  first  limoi  or  as  if  his  auditon  for  the  first  tribes  and  other  beings,  and  in  its  glorious  and 
time  heard.  Hence  our  preaehers  seem  to  lead  heppy  consequences  oo  unnumbered  multitudes 
OS  into  obscure  paths,  and  to  lose  us  in  abstract  of  mankind,  throughout  the  ages  of  eternity, 
■pceutations,  when  they  treat  of  aomo  of  the  at-  In  such  a  state  <if  Christian  society  we  should 
tributes  of  God,  such  as  his  faithfuhMsa,  his  love  have  no  daQ  monotonous  preachers,  skimming 
of  order,  his  regard  for  his  intelligent  oreatnrea.  over  the  surface  of  an  abstract  subject,  in  a 
It  is  owing  lo  this  that  we  are,  in  some  sense,  twenty  minutes*  sermon,  and  leaving  their  hear- 
well  acquainted  with  some  truths  of  religion,  ers  as  dull,  and  lifeless,  and  uninformed  as  they 
iriiile  we  remain  entirely  isnorant  of  others,  fbcmd  them ;  but  all  our  public  services  would  be 
Hence  also  it  is,  that  some  doctrines  which  are  conducted  with  life,  and  energy,  and  pathos, 
true  in  themselves,  demonstrated  in  our  Scrip-  and  by  men  of  sanctified  dispositions  aiad  en- 
turee,  and  essential  (o  religion,  become  errors,  lightened  undersundings,  **  not  given  to"  idle- 
yea  sources  of  many  errors  in  our  mouths,  be-  ness  aod  **  filthy  lucre,"  but  havins  their  whole 
cause  we  consider  them  only  in  themselves,  and  facultiee  abvorbed  in  the  study  of  toe  word,  the 
not  in  connexion  with  other  doctrmes,  or  in  the  ways,  and  the  works  of  God.  And,  in  order  to 
proper  places  to  which  they  befeng  in  the  system  expand  the  minds  of  the  Christian  people,  and 
of  religion."  to  prepare  them  for  listening  with  intelligence  to 
Were  we  then,  without  delay,  to  set  on  fboC  audi  instnietioos,  we  should  have  Coutms  of 
plans  of  universal  instruction,  on  a  rational  prin-  Lectures  on  Natural  History,  PhUoeophy,  As- 
ciple— were  the  youns  generation  to  be  univer-  tronomy,  and  General  History,  attended  by  fAou- 
■ally  trained  up  in  rational  exercises  and  habits  aondt  of  anxious  inquirers,  instead  of  the  fens 
of  reflection,  fint  at  Infhnt  Sdiools,  and  afleN  which  can  now  be  induoed  to  attend  on  such 
wards  at  seminaries  of  a  higher  order,  conducted  means  of  instruction.  For  knowledge,  when  it 
oa  the  same  intellectual  principle,  and  this  sys-  is  clearly  exhibited,  and  where  a  pretrioos  desire 
ten  of  tuition  continued  to  the  age  of  manhood,  has  been  excited  for  its  acquisition,  is  a  source 
we  should,  ere  long,  behold  a  wonderful  change  of  enjoyment  to  the  human  mind  in  every  stage 
in  the  state  of  society,  in  the  intelligence  of  the  of  its  progress,  from  the  years  of  inftncy  to  the 
Christian  people,  and  in  the  illustrations  of  re*  latest  period  of  mortal  existence, 
ligioa  which  would  be  iotroduoed  into  the  pulpit. 

We  shouM  behold  thousands  of  intelligent  wor-  lit.  Such  a  diflViaion  of  knowledge  as  that  ic 

shippers  crowding  our  religious    assemblies,  which  we  have  now  adverted,  wskU  Infrwdiies  « 

with  minds  prepared  ;9r  receiving  instruction,  apiril  of  taUnmet  md  laedcrofiM,  and  prwowi 

and  eagerlv  listening  to  arguments  and  illustra-  lAe  rseitmmoeqf  Aoai  ptrmaOionBfor  eomoMfieaP 

tkms  in  reference  to  the  most  sublime  and  im-  9ake,tMthhavttomii€kdkgnoti^worid, 
portent  subjects.    We  should  behold  our  preacb- 

en  exphiining  the  first  principles  of  religion  with  It  is  a  striking  and  most  melancholy  fact  in 

■och  cleamees  and  energy,  that  they  shouM  sel-  the  history  of  man,  that  the  most  dreadfiil  suflbi^ 

dom  need  to  recur  to  the  sulgeet,  **  soaring  in  ings  and  toruires  ever  ftit  by  human  beinga,  have 

their  sermonB,**  rising  faito  **  the   eontempla-  been  inflieted  on  aeoount  of  differenoea  of  opin- 

tlo«i  of  some  lofly  and  rapturous   objects"—  iou  respecting  the  dogmas  and  the  ceremoniaa 

displayhig  the  majesty  and  supremacy  of  God  in  ofreligno.    Men  have  been  aolRMed  to 

18 
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?iiltiiH|  diaata  aod  robben,  deceitful,  profligate  being  eligible  u  teax^her  of  a  parochial  icIioqI,  if 
and  profaae,  to  inrade  the  territocies  oT  their  un-  he  ia  not  connected  with  the  establiahed  cbordi  V 
offending  neighboora,  to  burn  citiee  and  towna,  and  in  many  other  ways  attempu  to  tkgnuU  thoiH 
to  lay  waste  provinces,  and  slaughter  thousands  sands  of  individuals  on  account  of  their  thiokiftg 
of  iheir  Ailluw-creatures,  and  to  pass  with  impu-  and  acting  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  co^ 
nitjr ;  while,  in  numerous  tnstances,  the  naost  science?  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  fires,  and  rackai 
pious,  upright,  and  philanthropic  characters  ha?e  and  tortures,  and  gibbets,  and  thumb-ecrews  are 
been  hurried  like  criminals  (o  stakes,  gibbets,  no  longer  applied  as  punishments  for  difiercncee 
racks,  and  flames,  merely  for  holdittg  an  opinion  of  opinion  in  religion,  for  the  strong  hand  of  the 
diflfefent  from  their  superiors  respecting  a  doc-  civil  law  interposes  to  prevent  them.  But  were 
trise  in  religion,  or  the  manner  in  which  theDi-  no  such  power  interposed,  the  principle  which 
vine  Being  ought  to  be  worshipped.  In  the  sanctions  such  deprivations  as  those  now  men- 
early  ages  of  Christianity,  under  the  emperor  tioned,  if  carried  out  to  all  its  legitimate  conse* 
Nero,  the  Christians  were  wrapped  up  in  the  quenees,  might  soon  lead  to  ak  dreadful  petsecw- 
akins  of  wild  beasts,  and  some  of  them  in  this  tions  as  those  which  have  already  entailed  ideliUe 
state  worried  and  devoured  by  dogs ;  others  were  disgrace  oo  the  race  of  man. 
crucified,  and  others  dressed  in  shirts  made  stiff  Such  a  spirit  of  intoleranoe  and  pertecntion  it 
with  wax,  fixed  lo  axle  trees,  and  set  on  fire,  and  directly  opposed  to  every  rational  principle,  to 
constmied  in  the  gardens  at  Rome.  Such  dread-  every  generous  and  humane  feeling,  to  every  pre- 
ful  persecutions  continued,  under  the  heathen  oeptofChristianity,  and  to  every  diapositioo  iiH 
emperors,  with  a  few  intervals,  to  the  time  of  culcated  by  the  religion  of  Jesus.  ItiM^hdghi 
Constantinoj  a  period  of  more  than  two  hundred  of  abntrdify  to  erjoret  belief  in  any  doctrine  or 
and  thirty  years.  It  might  not  be  so  much  to  tenet,  by  the  application  otpkjfiiealpatMrf  for  it 
be.  wondered  at  that  pagans  shouU  persecute  the  never  can  pnoduce  the  intended  effect ;  it  may 
followers  of  C hrist ;  but  it  was  not  long  before  harden  and  render  persons  more  obstinate  ia 
pretended  Christians  began  to  persecute  ono  their  opinions,  but  it  can  never  convey  coo- 
anotber  on  account  of  certain  shades  of  diffei^  viction  to  the  imderstanding.  And  if  men  had 
eoce  in  their  religious  opinions.  The  persecu-  not  acted  like  ibols  and  idiots,  as  well  as  like  d»> 
tions  to  which  the  Waldenses  and  Albigenses  mons,  such  a  force,  in  such  cases,  would  nerer 
were  subjected  by  the  Popish  church,  and  Strang-  have  been  applied.  And,  as  sudi  an  attempt 
ling  and  burning  of  supposed  heretics,  and  the  is  irrational^  so  it  is  cnminal  in  the  highest  do- 
tortures  inflicted  on  those  suspected  of  &vouring  gree,  to  aim  at  producing  conviction  by  the  ap- 
the  doctrines  of  Protestantism  by  the  Spanish  plication  of  flames,  or  by  the  point  of  the  sword ; 
inquisition — a  court  whose  history  is  written  in  being  at  direct  variance  both  with  the  juuxptt 
flames,  and  in  characters  of  blood,—- exhibit  a  and  the  praeSeo  of  the  Benev(^ent  Founder  of 
series  of  diabolical  cruelties,  the  recital  of  which  our  holy  religion. 

is  enough  to  make  "  the  ears,  of  every  one  to  We  have,  therefore,  the  strongest  reason  to 

tingle,'*  and  to  make  him  leel  as  if  he  were  de-  conclude,  that  were  the  light  of  science  and  ni 

graded  in  belonging  to  a  race  of  intelligences  ca-  Christianity  universally  diffused,  the  hydra  of 

pable  of  perpetrating  such  dreadful  enormities.  persecution  would  never  dare,  in  any  shape,  to 

Even  in  the  Briti^  isles  such  persecutions  have  lift  up  its  heads  again  in  the  world.    As  it  was 

raged,  and  such  cruelties  have  boon  perpetrated,  during  the  dark  ages  that  it  raged  in  its  most 

and  that,  too,  in  the  name  of  the  benevolent  reli-  horrific  forms,  so  the  light  of  intelligence  would 

gion  of  Jesus  Christ.    In  our  times,  the  more  force  it  back  to  the  infernal  regions  whence  it 

appalling  and  horrific  fiirms  which  persecution  arose,  as  the  wild  beasti  of  the  forests  bemke 

formerly  assumed,  have  been  set  aside  by  the  themselves  lo  their  dens  and  thickets  at  the  ap» 

civil  laws  of  the  country,  but  tCt  spirit  ttiU  re-  proach  of  thd  rising  sun.     Wherever  reason 

fluans,  and  manifests  itself  in  a  variety  of  dif-  holds  its  ascendancy  in  the  mind,  and  the  bene- 

ferent  shapes.    What  other  name  can  be  given  volence  of  Christianity  is  the  great  principle  of 

to  a  power  which  prevenH  |l  numerous  and  re-  human  action,  persecution  will  never  be  reaorfed 

spectable  body  of  men  from  holding  certain  civil  to,  either  for  extirpating  error  or  enforcing  belief 

oflices  and  emoluments,  because  they  do  not  be-  in  any  opinions.    An  enlightened  mind  will  at 

long  to  an  established  church,  and  yet  oompeiM  once  perceive,  that  in  punishing  erroneous  opin* 

them  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  the  ions  by  fines,  imprisonment,  racks,  and  flames, 

ministers  of  that  church,  although  they  do  not  CAere  is  najS^ness  between  the  jnmisWenl  and  the 

recognise  them  as  their  religious  instructors?  supposed  crtnis.    The  crime  is  a  mental  error, 

that  denies  to  a  dissenter,  or  his  children,  the  but  penal  laws  have  no  internal  operstioo  on  the 

privilege  of  being  interred  in  what  is  called  con-  mind,  except  to  exasperate  its  feelings  against 

aocrated  ground,  and  refuses  to  allow  a  bell  to  be  the  power  that  enforces  them,  and  to  confirm  it 

toUed  at  their  fiinerals  ? — that,  in  Scotland,  pre-  more  atrongly  in  the  opinions  it  has  eoiihraced. 

vsQts  a  person,  howerer  distinguished  for  moral  Errors  <if  judgment,  whether  religious  or  poHti- 

foalifications  and  intoUectual  acquirements,  from  cal,  can  only  be  overturned  by  argumenU  aad 
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ctbii  *»Moiiiiig,  and  all  the  ci?il  and  eodesioiti^  wbieb  all  Chrittiaiia  agree  are  much  more  oune- 

ettl  despots  on  earth)  with  all  their  edicts,  and  roos,  and  of  lar  greater  importance,  than  mose 

baDs.  and  tortures,  will  never  be  aUe  to  extir-  about  which  they  differ^— that  there  are  subjects 

pate  them  in  any  other  way.    For  the  more  that  on  which  the  limited  fiicultiee  of  human  beings 

force  is  resorted  to  to  compel  belief  in  any  ijs- .  are  unable  to  Ibrm  any  clear  or  decisiTC  <^in> 

tem  of  opinioM,  the  more  will  the  mind  revolt  at  ioos, — that  the  mind  must  ibrm  its  opinions^ — in 

such  an  attempt,  and  the  more  will  it' be  con-  accordance  with  the  limited  or  the  expansive 

vinced,  that  such  a  system  is  worthlees  and  on-  range  of  its  intdlectnal  vision,— that  where  its 

tenable,  since  it  requires  sudi  inmtional  meas-  mental  view  is  narrow  and  eonfiDed,its  conclusions 

ores  for  its  support.    It  can  only  tend  to  pro-  must  be  somewhat  different  from  those  whidi  are 

dace  dissimulation,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  deduced  by  a  mind  qualified  to  cake  in  a  more 

hypocrites  and  deceivers.  An  enlightened  mind  extensive  field  of  visionr-^hal  the  philosopner 

will  also  perceive,  that  such  conduct  is  no  less  whose  mind  takes  in  at  a  grasp  the  general  system 

hm&giout  than  it  is  irrational ;  for,  where  per-  of  the  world,  and  the  diversified  pbenomeRaof  the 

•ecutioD  begins  religion  ends.     Religion  pro-  universe,  must  have  ideas  and  modes  of  think- 

daims  **  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  men;"  ing  materially  different  from  thoee  of  the  peasant, 

mil  its  doctrines,  laws,  and  ordinances  are  iiw  whose  views  are  lisaited  chiefly  to  the  confines  of 

tended  to  promote  the  happiness  of  mankind,  his  parish,  and  the  objects  immediately  around 

both  in  "  the  life  ihat  now  is  and  that  which  is  to  him, — ^that  there  are  are  few  men  wiifutfy  erro- 

oome."    But  actions  which  tend  to  b^fun  men  neous,  and  that  ignorance  and  vice  are  the  prin- 

in  their  persons,  liberty,  or  property,  under  ihe  cipal  causes  of  fiise  and  untenable  opinions,— 

pretMice  of  converting  there  fi^ro  error,  must  be  that  due  allowance  ought  always  to  be  made  for 

directly  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  that  religion  educational  biasses,  bcal  prejudices,  social  iiH 

which  is  "  pure,  and  peaoeable,  gentle,  and  easy  fluenos,  and  the  range  of  thought  to  which  indi- 

lo  be  entreated,**  and  to  the  character  of  that  viduals  have  been  accustomed,— that  the  exer- 

Bcnevolent  Being  whoee  **  tender  mercies  are  cise  of  kwe  towards  God  and  man  is  of  infinitely 

over  all  his  works."  If  our  religion  nquired  for  its  greater  importance  than  mere  coincidence  in 

esiahlishment  in  the  world,  tlra  infliction  of  civil  opinion,  and  that  a  complete  unanimity  of  opin* 

pains  and  penalties  on  those  who  oppose  it,  it  ion  on  every  subject  is  not  to  be  expected  in  the 

would  be  unworthy  of  being  supported  by  any  present  state,  perhaps  not  even  in  the  future 

rational  being;  and  it  is  a  sure  evidence  that  it  world.    Were  such  consklerations  taken  into 

U  not  Ihe  genuine  religion  of  the  Bible,  but  error  account,  (and  they  would  be  all  recognised  in  an 

•ad  human  inventions,  under  the  mask  of  Chris-  enlightened  state  of  society,)  those  contentions 

tianity,  that  are  mtended  to  be  established,  wheq  and  animosities  which  now  rankle  m  the  Chris- 

tfueh  means  are  empkiyed  for  its  propagation  and  Uan  shurdi,  and  separate  the  different  sectaries, 

support.     It  requires  very  little  reflection  to  woukl  be  laid  to  rest,  persecution  in  every  shape 

perceive,  that  rdigion  does  not  consist  in  mere  would  b6  heki  in  universal  abhorrence,  and  peace, 

opinkms  or  cereosnnial  observances,  but  in  the  moderation,  and  candour  woukl  distinguish  tha 

cuhivation  and  eioercise  of  those  heavenly  vir-  friends  of  religion  and  all  classes  of  society. 
tues  and  dispositions  which  tend  to  cement  the 

family  of  mankind  in  brotherly  affection,  and  to        lY.— A    universal   diffusion   of  knowledge 

prepare  them  for  the  faiteroourses  and  employ-  wonU  wmqmah  t/u  mi^Mikm  t(f  mtfieiu,  and 

Bsentsof  the  celestial  world;  and  if  these  are  tend  to  produce  ummi  tnd  harmonjf  am&ng  nuu^ 

wanting  or   disregarded,  religion  becomes   a  kind, 
Bere  inanity,  and  it  b  of  little  consequence 

what  opinions  men  profess  to  entertain  respect-        <*  God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of 

ing  it.  BMn,  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth." 

In  short,  in  an  eolighteoed  state  of  society,  Bui  although  they  are  all  the  offspring  of  aM 

men  would  be  disposed  to  allow  the  utmost  free-  Almighty  Being,  and  deuosoded  from  one  origi- 

€iom  of  thought  on  every  ^object,  not  inconsistent  nal  human  pair,  they  have  hitherto  lived,  for  the 

with  the  good  order  of  society,  and  would  never-  most  part,  in  a  state  of  strifo  and  variance,  of 

Iheless  hoU  the  most  friendly  intercourse  with  contention  and  warfare.    The  history  of  the 

each  other.    They  would  clearly  discern,  that  worid  contains  little  else  than  details  of  the  dis- 

the  best  way  to  reclaim  the  vicious,  and  to  co»-  sensions  of  nations,  the  foods  of  chieftains, "  the 

ve.t  the  erroneous,  is,  not  to  rail  and  to  threaten,  tumults  of  the  people,**  the  revohitions  of  em- 

bot  to  be  aflkble  and  gentle,  to  bring  forward  c»-  pires,  and  the  scenes  of  devastation  and  carnage 

gent  argumenU,  and  **  in  meekness  to  instruct  which  have  followed  in  their  train.    If  we  go  as 

Ihoee  who  oppose  themselves  to  the  truth."    Th^  iar  back  in  our  researches  as  the  earliest  histori- 

wouU  see,  that  many  of  those  opinions  snd  dog-  cal  records  can  carry  us,  we  shall  find  that  wars 

IMS,  ic  regard  to  religkm,  which  have  created  have  prevafled,  almost  wMioat  intermlssioQ,  in 

heart-burnings  and  dlsMusioos,  are  comparavive-  eveiy  age,  in  every  oouaoy,  and  amoog  every 

ky  of  trivial  tmportancej— that  the  dootrfaisa  in  tribe.    No  sooosr  has  one  series  of  battles  ter^ 
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mnafed  than  prepanitioBs  have  been  made  tor  tho  other  horied  with  furj  into  die  infemai  n^ 

another;  and,  in  such  contests,  magiiificent  ei-  gioos.* 

:fes  hare  been  tumblod  into  ruins,  provinces  de-  Is  there  no  prospect,  then,  that  six:h  aiitipnr 

solated,  kingdoms  rent  asunder,  and  thousands  of  thies  shall  ever  be  extirpated,  and  banooa/  rs> 

thousands  of  human  beings  slaughtered  with  all  •  stored  to  the  distracted  nations?  Shalt  the  eart^ 

the  ferocity  of  infernal  demons.    It  is  not  be^rond  be  for  ever  swept  with  the  besom  of  destnkction  Y 

the  bounds  of  probability  to  suppose,  that,  in  Shall  war  continue  its  ravages  without  iHtenni»' 

those  scenes  of  warfare,  the  eighth  part  of  the  hu»  sion  7  Shall  hatred  still  rankle  among  aW  natioDs. 

man  race,  in  every  age,  has  been  divtroyed,  or,  a  and  Peace  never  wave  its  dive  branch  over  tbs 

nurabtf  of  mankind  amounting  to  neariy  twenhf  world  ?  Are  we  to  sit  dovn  in  hopelcas  dnspaie, 

thmuand  noBioni,  which  is  equal  to  twenty-five  that  a  union  among  the  nations  will  tV4T  be  e(^ 

times  the  number  of  inhabitants  presently  exist*  fected,  because  wars  have  oontinned  since  the 

ing  in  the  world.    And  the  leaders  in  such  dia-  beguning  of  the  world  7  No,— we  l«ave  no  rea» 

bolical  exploits,  so  far  from  repenting  of  their  at-  son  to  despair  of  ultimate  success,  when  the  nx** 

trocities,  have  generally  been  disposed  to  glory  in  ral  machinery,  calculated  to  effeoiuale  the  ob- 

their  crimes.  ject,  shall  be  set  in  motion.    As  ignorance  is  tfas 

Hence  the  jealousies,  the  antipathies,  and  the  parent  of  vice,  the  nurse  of  pride,  avarice,  am- 

hatred  whtdi  have  subsisted,  and  which  still  bition,  and  other  unhallowed  paasioos,   from 

subsist,  between    neighbouring  nations.     The  which  wars  derive  their  origin,  so,  when  the 

Turks  hate  the  Greeks,  and,  as  &r  as  in  their  strongholds  of  ignorance  shaU  be  demolisbed, 

power,  inflict  upon  them  every  species  of  cruelty  and  the  light  of  intelligence  shall  shed  its  infln- 

and^injustice.    The  Chinese  hate  the  Europe-  ence  over  the  worid,  and  the  opposite  priocii^es 

ans,  dieat  them  if  they  can,  and  pride  thenn  of  humility,  moderation,  and  benevolence  diaD 

selves  in  their  fiinded  superiority  over  all  other  pervade  the  minds  of  men,  the  foundations  of  the 

nations.    TheMoorsof  Africa  hate  the  negroes,  system  of  warfare  will  be  shaken,  and  a  basis 

plunder  their  villages,  and  reduee  them  to  slave-  laid  for  the  establishment  of  universal  peace, 

ry ;  the  King  of  Dahomey  wages  almost  conti-  However  long  the  ravages  d'war  have  desolated 

nual  war  wt&  the  neighbouring  tribes,  and  adorns  and  convuls^  the  worU,  it  is  announced  in  the 

the  walls  of  hb  palace  with  the  skulls  of  prison-  decree  of  heavai,that  a  period  shall  arrive  "  when 

ers  taken  in  batde.    The  Algerines  and  the  em-  wim  thaU  eea$e  uiUo  the  mttt  iifthe  smth."  And 

perors  of  Morocco  live  in  a  state  of  continual  the  era  when  warriors  *<  shall  beat  their  swoids 

warfare  with  Christian  nations,  seize  upon  their  into  plougtwharesand  their  spears  into  pruning 

ships,  and  t^uce  their  crews  to  slavery.    The  hooks,  and  learn  the  art  of  war  no  more,"  b  coe- 

JlWrnteoftoss,  who  inhabit  the  inland  part  of  Ma-  val  with  the  period  foretdd  in  ancient  prophecy, 

lacca,  live  at  variance  with  all  around  them,  and  when  '*  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  shall  cover  the 

never  &il  to  set  fire  to  the  ripening  grain  in  every  earth,  and  when  all  riiaH  know  him  from  the 

field  that  b  unprotected  and  uninclosed.     The  least  to  the  greatest.*' 

Arabians  are  set  against  every  other  nation,  and  Knowledge  has  a  tendency  to  unite  the  hearts 
roam  through  their  deserts,  attadcing  caravans  of  all  who  are  engaged  in  its  pursuit ;  it  forms  a 
and  travellers  of  every  description.  The  inha^  bond  of  union  among  its  votaries  more  firm  and 
bitants  of  one  part  of  New  Zealand  are  abnost  permanent  than  that  which  unites  princes  and 
in  a  continual  state  of  enmity  against  those  of  statesmen ;  especially  if  it  is  conjoined  with 
another,  and  the  natives  of  almost  every  island  Christian  principles  and  virtuous  disposition 
in'  the  Indian  and  Pacific  oceans,  if  not  engaged  Congeniality  of  sentiments,  and  similarity  oC 
in  actual  contests,  are  in  a  state  of  warlike  atti-  pursuits,  gradually  weaken  the  force  oT  viilga* 
tude  with  regard  to  each  other.  Even  nations  prq'ndices,  and  tend  to  demdish  those  barriers 
advanced  to  high  degrees  of  civilization,  are  which  the  jealousies  of  nations  have  thrown 
found  indulging  the  meanest  and  most  unreasoi>>  around  each  other.  True  philosophers,  whethnr  ■ 
able  jealousies  and  antipathies  in  relation  to  <me  Etuglish,  Swedish,  Russian,  Swiss,  German,  or 
another.  The  French  and  the  Englbh,  whom  Italian,  maintain  an  intimate  and  affectionate 
nature  has  separated  only  by  a  narrow  channel  correspondence  with  etwh  other  on  every  subject 
of  the  sea,  and  who  are  distingubhed  above  all  of  literature  and  science,  notwithstanding  the 
other  nations  for  their  discoveries  and  improve- 
ments In  the  arts,  have,  for  centuries,  fostered  a  *  ^ming  the  wars  ^Indetl  to,  a  nntleman,  (con- 
-».:,;♦  ^u.i«.».  .n^  r:^i.ks»  «k:..k  k..  m^wI...  versing  with  the  author  on  the  subject,}  who  was 
spirit  of  jealousy  and  nvalshtp  which  has  produ-  ottering  the  most  virulent  tovecttvwi  t*alnit  the 

eed  pditical  animosities,  hatred,  wars,  and  ruin  Frenchi  concluded  by  saying,  "Aflarall  I  wtshne 

to  the  financial  and  commercial  interests  d"  both  EJ!JX*ii?2!JiJ^«'nfa?lS;  SfitSS  ^J  2 

•iv    •     .u^              .  •  u I  J  .u  •« ftnrtonifeB  In  Vown,"  plainly  intunating,  that  ne 

nations.    Dunng  the  wars  which  succeeded  the  coMlMered  them  unworthy  to  live  upon  the  tnih. 

French  revdution,  thb  spirit  of  hatred  and  en-  and  that  the  sooner  they  were  cut  off  fkom  It  and 

»i»»  r««Mi  it^  mwJk  m  ■iSf^.k  rt.«*  .  Uhm  iw^rtiAn  nf  ■«»t  tolhs  Other  woTld,  80  much  Uis  better,  whether 

mity  rose  to  such  a  pitch,  ftat  a  large  porUon  of  q,^,,  ^^^  ,^^^,^  ^  ^^  ;,^„  j^  ^^  3,^,^^  *^f  .,^^ 

each  nation  would  have,  with  pleasure,  beheld  rus  or  the  abodes  of  Elyiium. 


ANTIPATHIES  OF  NATIONS  X7NDERMINED.  14J 

■ntipirhiff^  ol  their  retpectiva  nations.  During  ment  of  the  nme  Onnipolenl  Bdngi  who  "  btth 
Ibe  lete  kmg-continued  and  deetmctire  warfare  made  of  one  blood  all  nationa  of  men  to  dweD  on 
Oetween  the  French  and  En^^ish,  which  was  the  face  of  all  the  earrh,  who  haih  detemineil 
carried  on  with  unprecedented  hostility  and  ran*  Che  boundaries  of  their  habitations,'*  who  carries 
cour,  the  naturalists^  mathematicians,  aatrono*  them  yearly  around  the  centre  of  light  and  heat, 
aker«,andchcmistsof  the  two  countries,  held  the  and  who  "gives  them  rain  from  heaven  and 
most  friendly  correspondence  in  rdation  to  the  fruitful  seasons,  filling  their  hearts  with  food  and 
euhjects  connected  with  their  respective  depart-  gladness."  How  various,  then,  the  lies,  how 
oients,  m  sofw  as  the  jealousies  of  their  poliii-  sacred  and  indissoluble  the  bonds,  which  should 
cal  rulers  would  permit.  In  the  communication  unite  men  of  all  nations !  Every  man,  whether  be 
of  the  French  and  English  phUesophers  respect-  be  a  Jew  or  a  Clreek,  a  Baiiiarian  or  a  Scythian, 
ing  the  progress  of  scientific  discovery,  we  find  a  Turic  or  a  Frenchman,  a  German  or  a  Swede,  a 
few  traces  of  nationality,  and  should  scarc«>ly  be  Hottentot  or  an  Indian,  an  Englishman  or  a  Chl- 
nble  to  leani  fitNnsuch  communications  that  their  nese,  is  to  be  considered  as  our  kinsman  and  our 
respective  nations  were  engaged  in  war&re,  un*  brother,  and,  as  such,  ou^^t  to  be  embraced  with 
less  when  they  lament  the  obstructions  which  benevolence  and  affection.  In  whatever  region 
interrupted  their  regyhu-  correspondence,  and  of  the  globe  he  resides,  whatever  customs  or 
their  injurious  efiects  on  the  interests  of  science,  mannera  he  adopts,  and  to  whatever  religious 
It  is  A  well  known  (act,  that,  during  the  late  war,  system  he  adheres,  he  is  a  member  of  the  same 
when  political  animositi«»  ran  so  high,  the  Na*  family  to  which  we  all  belong.  And  shall  we  ieel 
tional  Institute  of  France  announced  prises  for  indifferent  to  our  brethren,  shall  we  indulge  re- 
Ihe  discussion  of  scientific  question,  and  invited  sentment  and  hostility  towards  them,  bMause 
the  learned  in  other  nations,  not  even  eieepting  they  are  •eparated  from  us  by  a  river,  by  a  chan 
the  English,  to  engage  in  the  competition;  and  nel,  by  an  arm  of  the  sea,  by  a  range  of  moon- 
one  of  our  countrymen,  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  ao>  tains,  or  by  an  arbitrary  line  drawn  by  the  jea- 
tualljrobtainedoneof  the  most  valuable  and  die*  lousy  of  despots,  or  because  their  government 
tinguished  of  these  honorary  awards.  and  policy  are  different  from  ours?  Ought  we 
When  knowledge  is  conjoined  with  a  recogni-  not,  on  the  contrary,  to  take  a  cordial  interest  in 
lion  of  the  Christian  precept,  "  Thou  dialt  k>ve  every  thing  that  concerns  theoh— to  rejoice  in 
thy  neighbour  as  thyself,"  its  possessor  will  easi-  their  prosperity,  to  feel  compassion  on  account 
ly  be  made  to  enter  into  sudi  considerations  as  of  the  ravages,  desolation,  and  misery  which  er- 
the  following,  and  to  feel  their  force  ^-That  all  ror  and  folly,  vice  and  tyranny  may  have  produced 
men,  to  whatever  nation  or  tribe  they  belong,  are  among  them ;  and  to  alleviate,  to  the  utmost  of 
the  children  of  one  Almighty  Parent,  endowed  our  power,  the  misfortunes  and  oppressions  under 
widi  the  same  corporal  organs,  the  same  intelleo-  which  they  groan  ?  Reason,  as  well  as  Chris- 
tual  powers,  and  the  same  lineaments  of  theDi-  tianity,  spurns  at  that  narrow-minded  patriotism 
vine  image— that  they  are  subject  to  the  same  which  confines  its  regards  to  a  particular  ooun- 
animal  and  intellectual  wants,  ezpoead  to  the  same  try,  and  woold  promote  its  interests  by  any 
accidents  and  calamities,  and  susceptible  of  the  means,  although  it  should  prove  injurious  to  every 
eame  pieaeures  and  enjoyments— that  they  have  other  nation.  Whatever  tends  to  the  general  good 
Che  «ame  capacities  for  attaining  to  higher  de*  of  the  whole  human  family,  will  ultimately  be 
grees  of  knowledge  and  felicity,  and  enjoy  the  found  conducive  to  the  prosperity  and  happmess 
same  hopes  and  prospects  of  a  blessed  immortal-  tj£  every  particular  nation  and  tribe ;  while,  on 
ity-— that  Qod  distributes  among  them  all,  thou-  the  other  hand,  a  selfish  and  ungenerous  conduct 
sands  of  benefits,  embellishing  ^eir  habitations  towards  other  communities,  and  an  attempt  to  in- 
with  the  same  rural  beauties,  causing  the  same  jureor  degrade  them,  will  seMom  fail  to  deprive  us 
eun  ta enlighten  them,  the  same  vital  air  to  make  of  the  benefits  we  wished  to  secure,  and  to  expose 
their  lungs  pUy,  and  the  same  rains  and  dews  to  ui  to  the  evils  we  intended  to  avert.  Such  appear 
irrigate  their  ground,  and  ripen  their  fields  to  in  fact  to  be  the  principles  of  God*s  moral  govem- 
harvest— that  they  are  all  capable  of  performing  ment  among  the  nations,  and  such  the  sanctions  by 
noUe  achievements,  heroic  eiploils,  vast  enter-  which  the  laws  ofnatural  justice  are  enforced. 
prises;  of  displaying  illustrious  virtues,  and  of  Were  such  sentiments  universally  recognised 
making  important  discoveries  and  improvements  and  appreciated,  the  antipathies  of  nations  would 
—that  they  are  aQ  connected  Cogrthar  by  ni»-  speedily  be  vanquished,  and  nnioa  and  harmony 
merous  ties  and  relations,  preparing  for  each  prevail  among  all  the  kindreds  <if  the  earth.  And 
other  the  bounties  of  Nature  and  the  productions  what  a  multitude  of  advantages  would  enne— 
of  art,  and  conveying  them  by  sea  and  land  from  what  a  variety  of  interesting  scenes  would  be 
one  country  to  another ;  one  nation  fumishmg  presented— what  an  hnmense  number  of  daligfat- 
lea,  another  sugar,  another  wine,  another  silk,  fnl  associations  woukl  he  produced,  were  snot  a 
•nodier  ootton,  and  another  dirtributing  its  map  onion  effected  among  mankind  (  Were  m«i 
Bufiietiires  in  both  hemispheres  of  the  globe  in  over  all  the  ^obe4iving  in  peace  and  hannoar, 
•horta  mat  they  are  all  under  the  moral  gtfvem-  evaiy  eea  wooU  be  navigated,  every  regioB  «>• 
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plored,  itf  sowery  describedi  {ti  productions  improTemante.    **  We  should  behold  the  tawnv 
eonected,  its  botanical  peculiarities  ascertained,  Indians  of  Soathera  Asia   forcing  their  way 
and  its  geological  structure  investigated.     The  up  its  mighty  rivers  in  their  leathern  canoes,  tw 
ge<^raphy  of  the  globe  winild  be  brought  to  per-  the  extremities  of  the  north,  and  displaying  on 
leciion ;  its  beauties,  harromues,  and  sublimiiies  the  frozen  shores  of  the  icy  sea,  the  riches  oftbe 
displayed,  and   the  usefiil  productions  of  every  Ganges ;  the  Li4>huider  covered  with  warm  fur 
clime  transported  to  every  country,  and  cuUi-  arriving  in  souihern  markets,  in  his  sledge  drawn 
vatod  in  every  land.    Science  would,  of  course,  by  rein*deer,  and  exposing  for  sale  the  saJUe  skins 
be  improved,  and  its  boundaries  enlarged ;  new  and  furs  of  Siberia ;  and  the  copper-coloured 
physical  fiicts  would  be  discovered  for  confirming  American  Indian  traversing  the  Antilles,  and 
and  illustrating  its  principles,  and  a  broad  fuun-  conveying  from  isle  to  isle  his  gold  and  emeralds.* 
dation  laid  for  carrying  it  to  perfection.    White,  We  mould  occasionally  behold  numerous  cara- 
at  present,  every  traveller  in  quest  of  scientific  Tans  of  Arabians,  mounted  on  ihsir  dromedariea 
knowledge  in  foreign  lands,  is  limited  in  his  ex>  and  camels,  and  tribes  of  Tartars,  Bedouins,  and 
eursions,  and  even  exposed  to  imminent  danger,  Moors  vbiting  the  civilized  countries  of  Europe, 
by  the  rancour  of  savage  tribes  and  the  jealousy  laden  with  the  rarities  and  riches  of  their  re»- 
d*  despotic  governments— b  such  a  state  oi  pective  countries,  admiring  the  splendour  of  oar 
things,  every  facility  would  be   given  to  his  cities  and  public  edifices,  learning  our  arts  and 
researches,  and  aU  the  documents  of  history,  and  manulaclures, .  acquiring  a   knowledge  of  our 
Jie  treasures  of  nature  and  art,  laid  open  to  his  literature  and  sciences,  purchasing  our  comno- 
inspection.    He  wouki  be  conducted,  as  a  fri6nd  ditiea,  procdring  specimens  of  our  philosophical 
and  brother,  through  every  city  and  rural  scene ;  instruments,  steam-engines,    and    mechanical 
the  processes  of  arts  and   manufiictures,   the  powers— inviting  agriculturists,  artists,  mechan- 
curiosities  of  nature,  and  the  archives  of  litera-  ics,  teadiers,  ministers  of  religion,  mathemati- 
tnre  and  science,  would  be  laid  open  to  his  view ;  cians  and  philosophers,  to  settle  among  them,  for 
and  he  would  return  to  his  native  land  loaded  the  purpose  of  improving  i  heir  sjrstem  of  husband- 
with  whatever  is  curious  and  useful  in  nature  ry,  rearing  cities,  towns  and  villages,  disseminat- 
tnd  art,  and  enriched  with  new  accessions  to  ioguseful  knowledge,  and  mtroducing  the  artsand 
bis  treasures  of  knowledge.     The  imowledge  enjoyments  of  civilised  society— at  the  same 
and  flirts  of  one  country  would  thus  be  quickly  time  inviting  them  to  contract  marriages  ivith 
transported  to  another;  agricultural,  manq&ctur-  their  sisters  and  daughters,  and  thus,  by  new 
uig  and    mechanical   improvements  wouki  be  alliances,  to  reimite  the  ftroncftss  of  the  humoM 
gradually  introduced  into  every  region ;  barren  /am^,  whid),  though  descended  from  one  corn- 
wastes  would  be  cultivated,  iorests  cut  down,  mon  parent,  have  l^en  so  long  disunited,— and 
marshes  drained,  cities  founded,  temples,  schools  which  disunion,  natioiMl  prejudices  and  antipa- 
and  academies  erected,  modes  of  rapid  commu-  thies,  as  well  as  climate  and  complexion,  have 
nication  between  distant  countries  established,  tended  to  perpetuate.    And,  while  we  were  thus 
mutual  interchanges  of  affection  promoted,  and  instrumental  in  imparting  knowledge  and  im* 
"  the  once  barren  deserts  made  to  rejoice  and  provements  to  other  nations,  we  ourselvra  shouU 
bk)ssom  as  the  roee.**  reap  innumerable  i^ivantages.    Our  iraveOen 
We  should  then  behold   the  inhabitants  of  and  navigators,  into  whatever  regions  they  might 
distant  countries  arriving  on  our  shores— not  wish  to  penetrate,  wouU  feel  secure  from  every 
with  tomahawks,  clubs,  spears,  minkets,  tnd  hostile  attack,  and  vrould  recognise  in  everyone 
odier  hostile  weapons,  but  with  the  symbols  of  diey  met  a  friend  and  a  brother,  ready  to  relieva 
peace  and  the  preductions  of  their  respective  their  necessities,  to  contribute  to  their  comfort, 
climes.    We  should  behold  the  Malayans,  the  and  to  direct  them  in  their  mercantile  arrange- 
Ghinese,  the  Cambodians,  the  Burmese,  the  menis  and  scientific  researches.    Our  merchants 
Persians  and  the  Japanese,  unfurling  their  ban-  and  manuiacturers  would  find  numerous  enpe- 
ners  on  our  coasts  and  rivers,  unloading  their  riums  for  (heir  goods,  and  new  openings  for 
cargoes  of  tea,  coffee,  silks,  nankeens,   em-  commercial  enterprise,  and  wouU  import  from 
broideries,  carpets,  pearls,  diamonds,  and  gold  other  countries  new  conveniences  and  eonaforts 
and  silver  ornaments  and  utensils — traversing  for  the  use  of  their  countrymen  at  home, 
our  streets  and  squares  in  the  costume  of  their  From  such  friendly  intercourses  we  shouU 
respective  countries,  gazing  at  our  shops  and  learn,  more  particularly  than  we  have  yet  done, 
edifirea,  wondering  at  our  manners  and  customs,  the  hittory  of  other  nations,  and  the  peculiar 
mingling  in  our  assemblies,  holding  intercourse  circumstances  in  which  they  have  existad,  pai^ 
with  our  artists  and  phtlosophert,  attending  our  ticularly  of  those  tribes  which  have  been  coosi* 
scientific  lectures  and  experiments,  acquiring  a  dered  as  moving  beyond  the  range  of  civilizeo 
knowledge  of  our  arts  aibd  sciences,  aAd  return-  society.    AU  that  we  at  present  know  of  the 
iag  to  their  native  climes  to  report  to  their  coun*  history  oC  many  foreign  nations,  consists  of  a 
irymen  the  informaiion  they  had  received,  and  few  insulated  sketches  and  anecdotes,  picketf 
(o  introduce  among  them  our  diseoreries  and  upatrandombytraTellenwhopaaedoalyafew 
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imy*  01  wMln  in  tbe  oountriet  they  deMribei  in^  crowdi  of  needy  advQntur6n,Sre<!  wiU)  the 

who  were  beheld  with  euspicion,  and  were  im-  curved  love  of  gold,  to  plunder  and  tekill,  like  the 

perfectly  acquainted  with  tbe  languages  of  the  Spaniarda  in  iheir  conquest  of  Mexico  and  Peru, 

inhabitants.    But,  from  a  fomiliar  and  confiden-  — we  must  send  forth  armies  of  enlightened  b»> 

tial  intercourse,  we  should  become  acquainted  nefactors,  to  traverse  the  benighted  nations,  to 

with  the  whole  series  of  their  history,  so  far  as  carry  the  knowledge  of  divine  truth  withm  the 

it  is  known,  which  might  not  only  be  curioue  region  of  Pagan  darkness,  to  impart  to  them  the 

and  interesting  in  itself,  but  might  throw  a  light  blessings  of  instruction,  and  the  comforts  and 

on  the  records  of  other  nations,  on  the  &cu  of  conveniences  of  civilized  life.  Instead  of  landing 

sacred  history,  and  on  the  general  history  of  the  on  their  shores  swords  tind  spears  and  musketry, 

world.     We  might  thus  know  something  of  the  -ploughshares,  pruning  hooks,  and  every  other 

etroumstancea  which  attended  the  early  ditper^  agricultural  implement,  must  be  plentifully  sup- 

SBsn  of  mankind^ — tbe  motives  which  determined  plied  to  all  the  inhabitants.    Instead  of  carrying 

each  tribe  to  choose  its  separate  habitatiott  in  an  into  slavery  their  children  and  relatives,  and  im* 

unknown  region,  and  which  induced  them  to  bittering  their  lives  with  cruel  treatment,  like  the 

cross  unknown  arms  of  the  sea,  to  traverse  rooun*  Spanianis  and  the  Portuguese,  in  reference  to  the 

tains  which  presented  no  path,  and  rivers  which  African  negroes,  we  must,  proclaim  *'  liberty  to 

had  not  yet  received  a  name,  and  whose  com-  the  captives,  and  tbe  opening  of  the  prison-doors 

menceraent  and   termination  were  alike   un-  to  them  that  are  bound."  In  short,  our  conduct 

known.    The  information  which  distant  tribes  must  be  almost  diametrically  opposite  to  thai 

refuse  us,  when  we  approach  th^  like  warlike  which  political  intriguers  have  generally  pursued 

adventurers  or  ambitious  merchants,  would  be  towards  other  states,  if  we  would  promote  union 

ireely  coomMinicated,  when  we  mingled  with  among  the  nations.    Our   selfishn<99s  must  be 

them  as  f^nds  and  benefactors,  and  especially,  changed  into  beneficence,  our  pride  into  humility, 

after  we  had  been  instrumental  in  mdiorating  our  avarice  into  generosity,  and  our  malignity 

their  physical  and  moral  condition,  and  in  com-  into  kindness  and  benevolence.    Kindness  and 

nuaicating  to  them  our  improvements.  benevolent  attentions  will  sometimes  subdue  eveo 

And,  in  tbe  name  of  all  that  is  sacred  and  be-  the  most  ferocious  animals,  and  will  seldom  fah  to 

aevolent,  what  should  hinder  such  harmonious  soften  the  breast  <^the  most  savage  people,  and 

and  affectionate  intercourses  between  nations  to  win  their  aiTections.    There  is  scaxcely  an  in 

from  being  universally  realised  7    Are  we  not  alt  dividual  within  the  range  of  the  human  species, 

brethren  of  coe  family  7  Have  we  not  all  one  or  eren  within  the  range  of  animated  nature,  but 

Father  7  Has  not  one  God  created  us  7  Does  not  is  susceptible  of  the  impressions  of  love ;  and  if 

tbe  same  planet  sopport  u^  and  the  sameatmo»'  such  principles  and  affections  were  to  direct  the 

phere  surround  us  7  Does  not  the  same  sun  cheer  fiiture  intercourses  of  nations,  we  might  expect, 

and  enlighten  ns  7  Have  we  not  the  same  physl-  ere  long,  to  behold  the  commencement  of  thai 

oal  organization,  the  same  menul  powers,  and  happy  era,  when  "  the  wiUerness  and  solitary 

the  same  immortal  destination  7  And  is  it  not  the  place  shall  be  glad,  when  nation  shall  no  longer 

interest  of  every  individual  of  the  human  family  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  when  righteousness 

that  such  a  friendly  intercourse  should  be  est*-  and  praise  shall  spring  forth  before  all  tbe  na* 

blisbed?  Are  there  anyiasi^persUs  obstructions,  lions,  and  when  there  shall  be  nothing  to  bun 

any  impassoUc  barriers,  any  nahirni  tin|NMtt6itf.  or  destroy"  among  all  the  families  of  the  earth. 
fies,  that  prevent  such  a  nnion  among  the  na- 
tions 7  No,— 4mowledge,  combined  with  moral        V.— A  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  would 

principle  and  true  religion,  if  univerMlly  diffused,  be  one  general  mean  of  promoting  wiiba  im  Iks 

would  speedily  efiectuate  this  wondeHlul  trans-  Christian  Church, 
formation.    Enlightenthe  understandings,  direct 

the  moral  powers  of  man,  extend  the  knowledge        It  is  a  lamentable  fact,  that  throughout  the 

of  Christianity  through  the  world,  and  a  broad  whole  workl,  there  is  no  system  of  religion,  the 

foundation  will  be  laid  for  universal  improvement,  votaries  of  which  aro  subdivided  into  so  many 

and  ummratUJritiuMqt  among  all  nations.  sectaries  as  wiose  who  profess  an  adherence  to 

But,  in  order  that  we  may  be  instrumental  ia  the  Christian  faith.    Within  the  limits  of  Ghreat 

preparing  the  way  for  so  desirable  an  event,  our  Britain,  there  are  perhaps  not  much  fower  than 

conduct  towards  other  nations,  and  particularly  a  hundred  different  denominations  of  Christians 

towards  uncivilised  tribes,  must  be  very  different  belonging  to  the  Protestant  church.     We  have 

from  what  it  has^enerally  been  in  the  agee  that  Calvinisis,  Arminians,  Baxterians,  Antinomi- 

are  past.    We  must  become,  not  tbe  phmderers  ans,  Arians    and    Unilarians,  Episcopalians, 

and  destroyers,  but  the  Instructors  and  the  bene-  Presbyterians,  Methodists,  Baptists,  and  Inde- 

factors  of  mankind.     Instead  of  sending  forth  the  pendenrs,-'>Seceders,Brownisti,  Sanderoanians, 

anillery  of  war,  for  the  subjugation  of  distant  na-  Quakers,  Moravians,  Swedenborgians,  Mille- 

tions,  we  must  uniformly  display  the  banner  of  narians,  Sabbatarians,  Universalists,  Snbiapss- 

fove  and  the  branch  efPeace;  instead  of  despauJi-  rians,   Supralapsariaas,  Dunkers,  Kilhanuio 
10 
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Sbtkvrs,  Ifcc.     Of  soma  of  theM  there  we  why  then  thoukl  thej  separate  from  each  otheri 
aeverai  aubdimioiui.    Thus,  there  are  three  or  and  remain  ai  varianoe  on  account  of  Betters  j 
four  denominatinaf  of  Secedera,  four  or  five  of  "doubtfiil  disputation  V* 
Baptists,  three  or  four  of  Methodists,  and  two  The  eviU  which  flow  from  such  a  dividee 
or  three  of  Glassites  or  Sandemanians.    Most  state  of  Christian  society,  are  numerous,  ahd 
of  these  denominations  recognise   the  leading  much  to  be  deplored.      A  sectarian  spirit  has 
truihb-  of  diyine  reveiation,--<he  natural  and  burst  asunder  the  bonds  of  Christian  love,  and 
moral  attributes  of  the  Deity  ,-^he  fall  of  man,  prevented  that  harmonious  and  affectionate  iiw 
—the  necessity  of  a  Saviour,— the  incarnation  tercourse  among  Christians  which  is  one  of  the 
of  Chrisl,«— the  indispensable  duty  of  Aiith  in  chief  enjoyments  of  social  religion.    It  has  in- 
bim  for  the  remission  of  sins,*— the  necessity  of  (used  jealousies,  fanned  the  flame  of  animosity 
regeneration,  and  of  holiness  in  principle  and  and  discord,  set  friends,  brethren  and  families  at 
practice,— the  obligatioa  of  the  moral  law,— the  variance,  and  shattered  even  civil  communities 
doctrine  of  a  resurrection  from  the  dead,  and  of  a  into  factions  and  parties.    It  has  kindled  con* 
future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,— in  tentions  and  heart-burnings,  produced  envyings, 
short,  every  thing  by  which  Christianity  is  dis-  animosites,  and  hatred  of  Iw'ethren,  burst  asun- 
tinguished  from  Mahomedanisra,  Pagan  iddlar*  der  the  strongest  ties  of  natural  afi*ectioo,  and 
tary,  and  all  the  other  systems  of  rel^ion  that  has   led  professed  Chrbtians   to  violate  the 
prevail  in  the  world.    Yet,  while  agreeing  in  plainest  dictates  of  humanity  and  of  natural  jus> 
the  leading  doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith,  tice,    II  has  excited  a  feverish  xeal  for  the  pe* 
they  continue  in  a  state  of  separation  fixwn  each  culiarities  of  a  sectary,  while  the  distinguislijqg 
other,  as  if  they  had  no  oomm<Hi  bond  of  onion,  features  of  Christianity  have  either  been  over- 
and,  as  rival  sects,  are  too  frequently  in  a  state  looked  or  trampled  under  foot.    It  has  wasted 
of  alimation,  and  even  of  open  hostility.     The  money  unnecessarily  in  erecting  separate  places 
points  in  vdiicb  they  differ  are  frequently  so  mj-  of  worship,  which  might  have  lieen  devoted  to  the 
aute  as  to  be  incapable  of  being  accurately  de-  promotion  of  the  interests  of  our  common  Christi- 
fiaed,  or  rendered  palpable  to  an  impartisl  in*  anity.     It  has  even  coirupted  our  very  jiregwf , 
quirer.    Where  the  difference  is  most  apparent,  infused  into  them  human  passions,  and  a  spirit  of 
it  consists  chiefly  in  a  diversity  of  opinion  res-  party,  and  confined  them  to  the  nanrow  limits  of 
pecting    such  questions  as   the   fdlowing  >>  our  own  sectary,  as  if  (he  Omnipotent,  whom  we 
Whether  the  election  of  man  to  eternal  lira  be  profess  to  adore,  were  biassed  by  the  same  pre- 
absolute  or  conditional,— whether  Christ  died  judices  as  ourselves,  and  dispensed  his  fitvoors 
for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world,  or  only  for  a  li*  according  to  our  contracted  views.    Gould  we 
mited  number^— whether  there  be  a  gradation  fly  with  the  swifmess  of  an  angelic  messenger 
or  an  equality  among  the  ministers  of  the  Chris-  through  the  various  assemblies  ccmvened  on  uie 
tian  church,— whether  every  particular  socieiy  Christian  Sabbath,  while  they  are  ofiwing  up 
of  Christians  has  power  to  regulate  its  own  a^  their  prayers  to  heaven,  what  a  repulsive  and 
fairs,  or  ought  to  be  in  subjection  to  higher  discordant  scene  wouhl  present  itself,  when  we 
courts  of  judicature, — whether  the  ordinance  of  beheld  the  leaders  d*  certain  sectaries  confining 
the  Lord's  Supper  should  be  received  in  the  poe-  their  petitions  to  their  own  votaries,  imploring  a 
ture  of  sitting  or  of  kneeling, — whether  Baptism  tpeeUd  blessing  upon  themselves,  as  if  they  were 
dx>uld  be  administered  to  idimts  or  adults,  or  be  the  chief  favourites  of  heaven,  lamenting  llie 
performed  by  dipping  or  sprinkling,  ftc.     Such  errors  of  others,  throwmg  out  inuendos  against 
are  some  of  the  points  of  dispute,  which  have  rival  sectaries,  taking  credit  to  themselvee  as 
torn  the  Christian   diurch  into  a  number  of  thechief  depositories  of  gospel  truth,  and  thank- 
shreds,  and  produced  among  the  diflTerent  secta-  ing  God  for  their  superior  attauunents  in  Chria- 
ries  jealousbs,  recriminations  and  contentions,  tian  perfection !    How  unlike  the  noble,  ben^ 
When  we  consider  the  number  and  the  impor-  volent  and  expansive  wp'mt  which  Christianity 
tance  of  the  leading  fiusts  and  doctrines  in  which  inculcates ! — Nay,  the  intolerance  which  the  di- 
they  all  agree,  it  appears  somewhat  strange  and  visions  of  the  Christian  church  have  engcndwed, 
even  absurd,  that  they  should  stand  aloof  from  has  established  Inquisitions  for  the  purpose  ol 
aach  other,  and  even  assume  a  hostile  attitude,  ,  torturing  and  burning  supposed  heretics^  ■  haa 
on  account  of  such  comparatively  trivial  difler-  banished,  imprisoned,  plundered,  hanged   and 
ences  of  opinkxi,  especially  when  they  all  pro-  committed  to  the  flames,  thousands  and  ten  thou- 
fess  to  be  promoting  the  same  grand  object,  sands,  on  account  of  their  religious  ipinioiis;  and 
travelling  to  the  same  heavenly  country,  and  nymy  eminent  characters,  illustrious  for  piety 
«pect,  ere  kwgi  to  sit  down  in  hannony  in  the  and  virtue,  have  ftUen  viaims  to  such  uadiria- 
■tansions  above.    The  grand  principles  of  hu-  tian  barbarities. 

■Mn  action,  which  it  is  the  chief  object  of  Re-  In  particular,  the  divisions  and  cootentioos  oC 

velation  to  establish,  and  the  precepts  of  morality  Christians  have  been  one  of  the  chief  canses  of 

which  ought  to  govern  the  alTections  and  conduct  tk§  pngnat  qf  hi^lddity.    The  troth  and  excel* 

'^  mwf  Ohciatian,  are  recognised  by  all ;  and  lenoe  of  car  religion  can  only  be  exhibited  to  tba 
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moiiA  by  its  effoelt.  And  when,  instead  of  lore,  have  followed  from  the  divisions  of  Christians,  n 
onion  and  harmony  among  its  professors,  we  be-  becomes  an  important  inquiry,  whether  they  ha>u 
hold  bitter  envyings,  schisms,  contentions  and  ever  been  productive  of  advantages  sufficient  !•> 
^nimcisitiss,  there  appears  nothing  to  allure  vi-  counterbalance  such  pernicious  effects,  is  an 
cious  and  cnihiaking  minds  to  examine  its  evi-  obscure  question,  in  relation  to  chnrch-govern- 
dences,  and  to  give  it  an  impartial  hearing,  ment,  to  be  set  in  competition  with  Christian 
"  First  agree  among  yourselves,'*  infidels  reply,  union?  Is  a  metaphysical  opinion  about  the 
**  and  then  we  will  consider  the  truth  and  impor-  sovereignty  of  God,  and  his  councils  dtiring  etefw 
taoce  of  your  opinions.'*  Such  a  mode  of  rea-  nity  past,  to  be  obstinately  maintained,  although 
aontng  and  conduct  is  indeed  hoth  absurd  and  the  strongest  bonds  of  Christian  love  should  there- 
Utt&ir^  when  the  genuine  doctrines  and  requisi-  by  be  burst  asunder  ?  Is  the  rigid  adherence  to 
tions  of  Christianity  are  clearly  stated  in  its  ori-  an  opinion  respecting  dipping  or  sprinkling  in 
final  records,  and  which  they  ought  to  examine  baptism,  or  the  maintenance  (/  a  dogma  in  ref»- 
tor  themselves ;  but  it  is  a  circumstance  much  to  reoce  to  the  extent  of  Christ's  redemption,  under 
be  deplored,  that  Christians,  by  their  sectarian  pretence  of  bearing  a  testimony  in  behalf  of 
animomties,  should  throw  a  stumbling-block  in  Divine  truth,  to  be  coosidwed  as  sufficient  to 
the  way  of  rational  investigation  into  the  truUis  oounterbahmce  the  numerous  evila  which  have 
•o<l  foundations  of  religion,  and  cause  thousands  flowed  from  a  sectarian  spirit  ?  Can  we  suppose, 
lo  stumble  and  fall  to  their  destruction.  But,  what  that  He  whose  law  is  io««,  who  hath  commanded 
is  pethaps  w<Mvt  of  all,  it  has  greatly  retarded,  and  is  to  ''  keep  the  imity  of  (he  Spirit  in  the  bond 
■till  retards,  the  universal  propagation  of  Chris-  of  peace,"  and  who  hath  declared,  again  and 
ftanity  through  the  world.  Something  has  indeed  again,  in  the  most  explicit  terms,  "  By  this  shall 
been  eflected,  of  late  years,  by  various  sections  afi  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  love 
of  the  Christian  church,  in  the  different  Mis-  one  another ;"  are  wts  to  suppose,  that  H«  will 
•iooary  enterprises  whidi  they  have  conducted,  consider  the  maintenance  of  such  opinions,  nn- 
ia  their  separate  capacities ;  but  it  is  not  too  der  such  pretences,  as  a  warrant  for  the  infringe- 
modtk  to  afirra,  that,  had  they  acted  in  combina-  ment  of  the  law  of  charity,  or  the  breadi  of  Chri»> 
tioo  and  in  harmony,  in  the  missionary  cause,  tian  union,  or  that  he  sets  a  higher  value  on  in- 
ten  times  more  good  would  have  been  effected  tellectual  subtleties  and  speculative  opinions,  tbao 
than  has  ever  yet  been  accomplished.  Besides,  on  the  practical  requisitions  of  his  word,  and  the 
in  our  present  mode  of  propagating  the  Ghispel  manifestations  of  Christian  temper  and  conduct  ? 
•flsoiig  the  heathen,  we  are  to  a  certain  extent,  To  answer  these  questions  in  the  affirmative, 
•owing  the  seeds  of  those  unhappy  dissensions  would  be  little  short  of  offering  an  insult  to  tlie 
nUch  have  so  kmg  prevailed  among  ourselves.  King  of  Zion.  Whatever  is  not  so  clearly  re- 
And,  theralore,  till  the  different  religious  deno-  vealed  in  Scripture,  that  every  rational  and  se- 
minatioos,  in  this  ahd  other  Christian  lands,  be  rious  inquirer  does  not  plainly  perceive  it  to  be 
brought  into  a  more  general  and  harmonious  truth  or  duty,  can  scarcely  be  supposed  to  be  ol' 
imion,  we  cannot  expect  to  behold  a  rapid  and  such  importance,  as  to  warrant  the  breach  of  the 
•xtensive  prqiagation  of  primitive  Christianity  unity  of  the  church.  For  the  inspired  writers, 
ihroaghoot  the  Pagan  world.  who  were  the  vehicles  of  a  revelation  from  hea- 
Sueh  are  some  of  the  evih  which  a  sectarian  ven,  can  never  be  supposed  to  have  used  vagae 
ppirit  has  produced  in  the  Christian  Church.  It  or  ambiguous  languai^e  in  explaining  and  enfor- 
ta  almost  needless  to  say,  thftt  they  do  not  origi-  cing  matters  of  the  first  importance, 
■ate  in  the  genius  of  the  Gospel,  which  Is  direct-  If  we  consider  the  temper  and  conduct  of  many 
}j  opposed  10  such  a  spirit,  but  in  the  corruption  of  those  who  are  sticklers  upon  phrases,  and 
of  human  nature,  and  the  perversion  of  true  re*  zealous  about  matters  of  mere  form,  we  shall  be 
ligioo.  They  have  their  rise  in  ignorance, ^-^ia  convinced  how  few  beneficial  practical  effects  are 
ignorance  both  of  the  revelations  <^  the  Bible,  the  result  of  a  narrow  sectarian  spirit.  While 
considered  as  one  whole,  and  of  those  truths  of  they  appear  fired  with  a  holy  zeal  lest  the  purity 
history,  phik)sophy,  and  general  science,  which  of  divine  ordinances  should  be  tainted  by  uo* 
have  a  tendency  to  liberalize  and  to  enlarge  the  washen  hands,  you  will  sometimes  find  them  im- 
capacity  of  the  human  mind.  This  ignorance  mersed  in  the  grositeet  sensualities  and  immorali- 
naturally  leads  to  telf-eonceUt  and  an  obstinate  ties  of  conduct.  While  they  are  severe  stick- 
attachment  to  preconceived  opinions  and  party  lers  for  what  they  conceive  to  be  the  primitive 
prejodioes,  to  attaching  an  undue  importance  to  form  and  order  of  a  Christian  church,  you  will 
certain  subordinate  and  &voorite  opinions,  and  not  unfrequently  find  cfiiorder  reigning  in  their 
overk>oktng  the  grand  essentials  of  the  Chris-  families,  the  instructjon  of  their  children  and 
tian  scheme;  and  thus  prevents  the  mind  from  servants  neglected,  and  a  sour  and  boisterous 
expanding  its  views,  and  taking  a  luminous  and  spirit  manifested  in  all  their  intercourses  with 
OMAprehensive  ssuvey  of  the  general  bearings  their  domestics.  Yea,  you  will  find,  in  nwnoi^ 
•iKl  distingaiahing  features  of  the  religion  of  the  ous  instances,  that  they  scrupAs  not  to  praetisa 
Bible.    Aad,  if  such  numerous  and  serious  evila  framdt  in  the  eouise  of  their  busioeai,  and  4hI 
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700  can  haro  letis  dependaoce  on  their  promises  fesfed  among  all  nvho  bear  the  Christian  jaum^ 

Umii  on  those  df  the  men  of  the  world,  who  make  and  the  practical  injunctions  of  Christianity  um- 

Du  pretences  to  religion.    As  an  excellent  writer  formly  ezeniplified  in  their  conduct,  we  ^oiud 

has  weH  observed.    **  An  ardent  temperament  soon  behold  a  general  coincidence  of  opinion  01 

eo»Terts  the  enthusiast  into  a  zealot,  who,  while  every  thing  that  can  be  deemed  important  in  r^ 

be  in  laborious  in  winning  proselytes,  discharges  ligion,  and  a  mutual  candour  and  forbearance,  ia 

common  duties  very  remissly,  and  is  found  to  be  regard  to  all  subordinate  opinions,  that  do  not 

a  more  punctilious  observer  of  his  creed  than  of  enter  into  the  essence  of  religion,  and  wiiich 

his  word.    Or,  if  his  imagination  is  fertile,  be  ought  to  be  lefl  to  the  private  judgment  of  every 

becomes  a  visionary,  who  lives  on  better  terms  inquirer. 

with  angels  and  with  seraphs,  tlian  with  his  But  I  entertain  little  hope  that  sudi  m^^ures 

children,  servants,  and  neighbours ;  or,  he  is  one  will  be  adopted,  and  sn  oliject  so  desirable  acconi- 

who,  while  he  reverences  the  '  thrones,  domi-  plished,  while  so  much  ignorance  still  pervades 

nions,  and  powers '  of  the  invisible  world,  vents  the  minds  of  ihe  majority  of  Christians,  and  while 

his  spleen  in  railing  on  all  *  dignities  and  powers  the  range  of  their  intellectual  views  u  so  much 

on  earth.'  '**  ccmtracted.  It  is  only  when  the  effects  of  a  gene* 

What  are  the  reftudie*  then,  which  may  be  ral  diffusion  of  knowledge  shall  be  more  exteo- 

applied  for  healing  the  unhappy  divisions  which  slvely  felt,  that  a  more  general  and  cordial  onion 

have  arisen  in  the  Christian  church?    It  is  evi-  of  the  Christian  world  is  to  be  expected.  Light  in 

dent,  in  the  first  place,  that  we  must  discard  the  the  understanding  is  the  source  of  all  reformations, 

greater  part  of  tliose  human  systems  of  divinity,  the  detector  of  all  evils  and  abuses,  the  correc- 

and  those  polemical  writings  and  controversies,  tor  <^  all  errors  and  misconceptions,  and  the 

which  have  &nned  the  flame  of  animosity,  and  stimulus  to  every  improvement.    It  dispels  the 

which  have  so  frequently  been  substituted  in  the  mists  which  prevented  our  distinct  vision  of  the 

foom  of  the  oracles  of  God.    We  must  revert  to  objects  of  our  contemplation,  discovers  the  stumb- 

tike  Scriptures  as  the  sole  standard  of  every  reli*  ling^blocks  over  which  we  bad  fallen,  points  oet 

gioua  opinion,  and  fix  our  attention  chiefly  on  the  devious  ways  into  whid)  we  had  wandered, 

Uiooe  matters  ofparamount  importance  which  are  and  presents   before  us  etery  object  in  its  jusi 

obvious  to  every  attentive  reader,  and  which  enter  magnitude  and  proportions.    The  knowledge  to 

into  the  essence  of  the  Christian  system.    For,  which  I  allude  consists,  in  the  first  place,  in  a 

to  maintain,  that  the  Scriptures  are  not  suflici-  clear  and  comprehensive  view  of  tHe  whole  system 

ently  clear  and  explicit  in  regard  to  every  thing  of  divine  revelation,  in  all  its  ccmnoxions  and 

that  has  a  bearing  on  the  present  comfort  and  the  bearings, — and,  in  the  next  place,  in  an  acquaint 

everlasting  happiness  of  mankind,  is  nothing  short  tance  with  all  those  historical,  geographical,  and 

of  a  libel  on  the  character  of  the  sacred  writers,  scientific  foets  which  have  a  tendency  to  expand 

and  an  indignity  offered  to  Him  by  whose  Spirit  the  capacity  of  the  mind,  and  to  enlarge  ourcon- 

they  were  inspired.    We  must  aisp  endeavour  10  captions  of  the  attributes  of  God,and  of  the  ways  of 

discard  the  **  vain  janglings,*'  the  sophistical  his  providence.  Wherever  the  mind  is  thorough* 

reasonings,  and  the  metaphysical  refinements  of  ly  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of  such  subjects, 

the  schools,  and  the  technical  terms  of  polemical  the   tendency  to  bigotry  and  sectarianism  wil 

theology,  such  as  (rinfty,  ypottatioal  union fiaeroF'  quickly  be  destroyed,  and  the  partition  walla 

mentSf  &c.  and,  in  our  discussions,  especially  on  which  now  separate  the  different  sections  of  the 

mysterious  or  doubtfol  subjects,  adhere  as  nearly  church  will  gradually  be  undermined  and  crambia 

as  possible  to  the  language  of  the  inspired  writ-  into  dust.    This  might  be   illustrated  from  the 

ers.    In  particular,  more  attention  ought  to  be  very  natnre  of  the  thing.    A  man  whoso  mind 

paid  to  the  manifestation  of  ChrUHan  lave,  and  is  shrouded  in  comparative  ignorance,  is  like  a 

theprocAM  of  religion,  than  to  a  mere  comci-  person  who  lands  on  an  unknown  country  in  th« 

dence  of  .view  witli  regard  to  certain  theological  dusk  of  the  evening,  and  forms  his  opinion  of  its 

dogmas.    For  it  is  easy  to  conceive,  that  a  man  scenery  and  inhabitants  fi^Hn  the  obscure  wtd. 

may  be  animated  by  holy  principles  and  disposi-  limited  view  he  is  obliged  to  take  of  them,  doring 

tions,  although  he  may  have  an  obscure  concep-  the  course  of  a  few  hours,— while  he  whose  mind 

tion,  or  may  even  entertain  an  erroneous  opinion,  is  enlightened  in  every  departmmt  of  btinian  and 

offlome  of  the  doctrines  of  religion ;  and  we  know  divine  knowledge,  is  like  one  who  has  taken  a 

by  experience,  tliat  men  may  contend  zealously  minute  and  comprehensive  survey  of  the  same 

for  what  are  considered  orthodox  doctrines,  and  country,  traversed  its  length  and  breadth,  min» 

yet  be  destitute  of  the  spirit  of  religion,  aod  tram-  gled  with  every  class  crf'its  ii^abitanta,  visited  its 

pie  on  its  most  important  practical  requirements,  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  and  studied  its  aits 

And|  were  the  spcrt'f  of  our  h<Jy  religion  thorough-  and  sciences,  its  laws,  customs,  and  antiquities, 

ly  to  pervade  the  different  sections  of  the  churcfa  The  one  can  form  but  a  very  imperfect  and  inac- 

-Hvere  Christian  f^td^n  more  generally  maiii-  curate  oonception  of  the  eountry  he  has  visited. 

andoouki  convey  only  a  similar  oonc^tioa  tc 

*  iratom  Biat.of  fa»t^*f1^fp^|  p.  14.  otheis^— <he  other  has  acquired  a  correct  lira  « 
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i»  aesns  he  hu  surveyed,  and  can  form  an  acco-  (he  globe,  nor  contemplates  the  remote  woodert 
rale  judgment,  of  the  nature,  the  tendency,  and  oTlhe  Creator's  empire.    His  reading  is  chiefly 
bearings  of  the  laws,  institutions,  and  political  conSned  to  the  volumes  and  pamphlets  pubUsh^ 
economy  which  have  been  the  subject  of  his  inves-  ed  by  the  partisans  of  his  own  sect ;  he  can  run 
tigaiions.    So  that  the  accounts  given  by  these  over  the  scriptures  and  arguments  which  sup- 
two  visiters,  of  the  same  country,  behoved  to  be  port  his  opinions,  like  a  racer  in  his  course,  but, 
materially  different.    The  sectarian  bigot  is  one  if  you  break  in  upon  his  train  of  thought,  and  re* 
who  has  taken  a  partial  and  limited  view  of  one  quire  him  to  prove  his  positions,  as  he  goes 
or  two  departments  (^  the  field  of  revelation,  who  along,  be  is  at  a  stand,  and  knows  not  how  to 
fixes  his  attention  on  a  few  of  its  minute  objects,  proceed.    While  be  magnifias,  with  a  microsco- 
ajid  who  overlooks  the  sublimity  and,the  grand  pic  eye,  the  importance  ofhis  own  peculiar  views, 
bearings  of  its  mere  magniScent  scenery.    The  he  almost  overlooks  the  grand  and  distinguishing 
man  of  knowledge  explores  it  throughout  its  length  truths  of  the  Bible,  in  which  all  true  Christ  iane 
and  breadth,  fixes  his  eye  upon  its  distinguishing  are  agreed.    On  the  other  hand,  there  is  scarcely 
features,  and  brings  all  the  information  he  has  one  instance  out  of  a  hundred,  of  men  whose 
acquired  from  other  quarters,  to  assist  his  concep-  minds  are  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  truths  oi 
cioQs  of  the  nature,  the  bearings,  and  relations  of  science  and  revelation,  being  the  violent  abetton 
the  multiiarious  objects  presented  to  bis  view,  of  sectarian  opinions,  or  indulging  in  paily  ani- 
The  luminoos  views  ho  has  taken  of  the  leading  raosities ;  for,  knowledge  and  liberality  of  senti* 
objects  and  deiiign  (^revelatioOf  and  the  expansive  ments  almost  uniformly  go  hand  in  hand.  Wnila 
conceptions  he  has  acquired  of  the  perfections  of  we  ought  to  recognise  and  appreciate  every  por- 
Him  by  whom  it  was  imparted, — will  never  suf-  tion  of  divine  truth,  in  so  far  as  we  perceive  its 
fer  him  to  believe,  thai  it  is  agreeable  to  the  will  evidence, — ^it  is,  nevertheless,  the  dictate  of  an 
»f  God  that  a  Christian  society  should  be  rent  enlightened  understanding,  that  thote  tnuk»  which 
Munder  ia  the  spirit  of  animosity,  because  one  ore  qf  thejlr^  tmportonce,  demand  our  JInt  and 
party  maintains,  for  example,  that  dipping  is  the  duef  attentum.     Every   controversy,  agitated 
true  mode  of  performing  baptism,  and  the  othor,  amonj;  Christians  on  subjects  of  inferior  import- 
that  it  shouM  be  administered  by  sprinkling,  while  ance,  has  a  direct  tendency  to  witlidraw  the  ai- 
Chey  both  recogniiie  it  as  a  divme  ordinance,  and  .tention  from  the  great  objects  which  distinguisb 
iymbolical  of  spiritual  blessings,— or  that  such  the  revelations  of  the  Bible;  and  there  cannot  be 
eonduct  can  have  a  tendency  to  promote  the  a  more  absurd  or  fatal  delusion,  than  lo  acquire 
fkN-y  of  Gk)d,  and  the  best  interests  of  men.    He  correct  notions  oo  matters  comparatively  uniro- 
ean  never  believe  that  that  incomprehensible  Be-  portant,  while  we  throw  into  the  shade,  or  bat 
ing  who  inhabtteth  eternity,  who  superintends  the  faintly  apprehend,  theiie  truths  which  are  ossein 
•flairs  often  thousand  worlds,  and  who  hath  ex-  tial  to  religion,  and  of  everlasting  moment.  Evecj 
hibited  in  his  word  the  way  to  eternal  life  in  the  enlighteuMi  Christian  perceives  the  Uiith  and 
clearest  light— ehould  attach  so  great  a  degree  of  importance  of  this  position ;  and  were  it  to  be 
importance  to  such  questions,  that  either  the  one  universally  acted  upon,  sectarian  divisions  and 
party  or  the  other  should  be  considered  as  exclu-  contentions  would  soon  cease  to  exist ;  for  they 


«ive  supporters  of  divine  truth,  while  they  in-  have  almost  uniformly  taken  place  in 

fringe  the  law  of  Christian  love,  and  forbear  "  to  quence  of  attaching  too  great  a  degree  of  ifflport> 

keep  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.**  ance  to  matters  of  inferior  moment. 
For,  in  reference  to  the  example  now  stated,  a        Were  the  minds  ofthe  members  of  the  Christiia 

lew  drops  of  water  are  equally  a  sy^R^oJ  or  emMs«  church,  therefore,  thoroughly  enlightened,  and 

as  the  mass  of  liquid  in  a  mighty  river ;— and  to  imbued  with  the  moral  principles  of  the  religioa 

consider  the  Almighty  as  beholding  with  appro-  of  Jesus,  we  should  soon  behold,  among  all  den»> 

bation  such  speculations,  and  their  consequent  ninations,  a  tendency  to  union,  on  the  broad  ba- 

eflTocls,  would  be  little  short  of  affixing  a  libel  on  sis  of  recognising  the  grand  essential  truths  of 

bis  moral  character.    The  man  of  knowledge  is  Christianity,  which  formed  the  principal  subjects 

dis|>osed  to  view  in  the  same  light,  almost  all  the  of  discussion  in  the  sermons  of  our  Saviour  and 

minute  questions  and  circumstantial  opinions,  his  apostles — and  a  spirit  of  forbearance  mani> 

which  have  been  the  cai»e  of  separating  the  fested  in  regard  to  all  opinions  on  matters  of  infe» 

church  of  Chrht  into  its  numerous  compartments,  rior  importance.    Were  this  period  arrived— 

If  we  attend  to  &eis,  we  ^all  find,  that,  in  and^  from  the  signs  of  our  times,  its  approach 

ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred,  the  man  who  cannot  be  very  distant— it  wouM  be  attended 

ia  a  violent  party- partis&a.  is  one  whose  ideas  run  with  a  train  of  the  most  glorious  atid  auspicious 

in  one  narrow  track,  and  who  has  taken  a  very  efl^eets.    A  merging  of  party  difTerfuioes,  and  t 

Umited  and  partial  survey  of  the  great  objects  ct  consequent   union  of  enlighteneo   Christians, 

.-«li|pon.    He  is  generally  unacquainted  with  the  would  dissipate  that  spirit  of  trifling  in  religimi 

range  of  htstoiy,  the  facts  of  science,  the  philo-  by  which  so  much  time  has  been  absorbed  in  die* 

•opby  of  nature,  and  the  physical  and  moral  state  cussing  sectarian  opinions,  to  the  neglect  of  the 

of  distsnt  Mtioos.    His  miod  never  ranges  over  groat  objects  of  the  Christian  &ilh ;  for  whea 


1 48  ON  THE  GENERAL  DIFFUSION  OF  KNOWLEDGE. 

• 
'•riviai  eontrovarnM  are  quwhed,  the  time  and  of  Jehovah  4>ould  corer  the  earth  m  the  mioiit 
:i*tef\tioQ  they  abiorbed  would  be  devoted  to  more  cover  the  cbannek  of  the  seas. 
Kiibliroe  and  important  investigations.    It  would  The  disunion  of  the  Christian  church  is  not  t* 
have  a  powerful  influence  on  the  propagation  of  -  be  perpetual.     We  are  certain,  that  a  period  is 
Christianity  throughout  the  heathen  world ;  for  hastening  on,  when  its  divisions  shall  be  healed, 
the  whole  Christian  woiid  would  then  become  when  its  boundaries  shaH  be  enlarged,  and  whec 
one  grand  Missionary  Society,  whose  operations  "  the  fuime  i^fjehmnh  thoR  ht  9m  tknmghma  a£ 
would  be  conducted  with  more  efficiency  and  the  earth/'    At  some  period  or  other,  therefore, 
•kill,  whoee  fiinds  would  be  much  more  ample,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  a  movement  towards  such  a 
and  whose  Missionaries  would  be  better  educal-  union  must  commence.    It  cannot  take  place  he- 
ed than  they  now  are— and  those  sectarian  differ-  fore  the  a^ention  of  the  religious  world  is  direct- 
onces  «f  opmicm,  which  now  produce  so  many  ed  to  this  ol^ect.    And  why  shouU  not  such  a 
unh^py  dissensions,  for  ever  prevented  from  movement  commence  at  the  present  moment? 
disturbing  the  harmony  of  converts  in  distant  Why  should  we  lose  another  year,  or  even  an<^ 
lands.    It  would  cheridi  the  principle  of  Chri»-  ther  month,  before  we  atteBq>t  to  concert  mea- 
.  tian  love,  detach  it  from  every  unholy  jealousy,  surss,  in  order  to  bring  about  a  consummation  so 
and  render  it  more  ardent  and  expansive  in  its  devoutly  to  be  wished  ?    The  presea*   evontfU 
philanthropic  operaticms.     It  would  produce  a  period  is  peculiarly  auspicious  for  this  purpoee ; 
powerful  and  beneficial  influence  upon  the  men  when  the  foundations  of  tyram^,  injustice,  and 
of  the  world,  and  even  upon  infidels  themselves ;  error  are  beginning  to  be  shaken ;  when  know- 
it  woukl  snatch  from  them  one  of  their  mostpow-  ledge  is  making  progress  among  every  order  of 
•rful  arguments  against  the  religion  of  the  Bible,  society ;  when  reforms  in  the  state,  and  in  every 
and  would  allure  Uiem  to  the  investigation  of  its  subordinate  department  ^  the  community,  are 
evidences,  by  the  exhibition  it  gave  ofits  harroo-  loudly  demanded  by  persons  of  every  character 
nious  and  happy  effects.    It  would  have  an  influ-  and  of  every  raiUi ;  when  the  evils  attached  to 
ence  on  the  minds  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  in  our  ecclesiastical  institutions  are  publidy  de- 
leading  them  to  an  unbiassed  inquiry  into  the  nouncod ;  when  the  scriptures  are  translating 
grounds  on  which  the  Protestant  church  is  estai-  into  the  languages  of  every  tribe ;  and  when  mis- 
blished.     At  present,  when  called  upon  to  ex-  sionary  enterprbes  are  cairying  forward  in  every 
amine  the  doctrines  of  Protestantbm,  they  retort  quarter  of  the  habitable  globe.    To  attempt  a 
apon  us—"  Tou  are  divided  into  a  hundred  di&  union  t^all  true  Christians,  at  the  present  crisis, 
fiirent  sectaries,  and  are  at  variance  among  would,  therefore,  be  nothing  more  than  falling  in 
yourselves ;  show  us  which  of  these  sects  is  in  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  acting  in  harmony 
poseession  of  the  truth,  and  we  wiU  then  examine  with  those  multifarious  movements,  which  are 
your  pretensions,  and  perhaps  come  over  to  your  destined  to  be  the   means  of  enlightening  and 
standard."    It  wouki  have  an  influrace  on  the  renovating  the  human  race ;  and  at  no  period 
Tewish  people,   in  removing  their   prejudices  since  the  Reformation  could  such  an  attempt 
against  the  religion  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  espe-  have  been  made  with  more  sanguine  expeeia- 
cially,  were  U  followed,  as  it  likely  would  be,  tions,  and  greater  prospects  d'sucoess.    AUeyea 
with  a  repeal  of  all  those  statutes  which  have  are  now  turned  towards  some  eventftil  and  an»- 
imposed  upon  them  disabilities,  deprived  them  picious  era,  when  theli^^c </ science  Aall shine 
of  the  rights  ef  cittzenship,  and  subjected  them  to  refulgent,  when  abuses  shall  be  corrected,  evils 
unchristian  severities.    In  'short-i— in  connexion  remedied,  society  meliorated,  and  its  variooa 
with  the  general  manifestati<Mi  of  bhristian  prin-  ranks  brought  info  more  harmonious  association, 
ciple— it  would  produce  a  benign  influence  on  And  shall  Christians  alone  remain  shut  op  ia 
aurrounding  nations,  and  oo  the  world  at  large,  their  little  homesteads,  apart  fixxn  each  other. 
For  a  body  of  Christians,  in  such  a  country  as  sti<^ling  about  phrases,  and  contending  about 
ours,  formed  into  one  grand  association,  and  act-  forms,  without  ever  coming  forth  to  salute  each 
ing  in  harmony,  mutt  exert  a  powerful  influence  other  in  the  spirit  of  union,  and  to  give  an  fan* 
on  the  councils  of  the  nation ;  and  our  political  pulse  to  the  moral  machineiy  that  is  hastening 
intercourses  with  other  states,  being  conducted  forward  the  world^s  improvement  and  regenera- 
on  the  basis  of  Christiab  principles  and  laws,  tion?    Sudi  a  surmise  cannot  be  indulged :  it 
woidd  invite  their  attention  to  a  religion  pro-  woukl  be  a  libel  on  the  Christian  world,  and  « 
ductive  of  so  much  harmony  and  so  many  bene-  reproach  on  the  religion  of  which  they  profess 
ficial  effects.    Peace  and  unity  in  the  church  themselves  the  votaries.     I  trust  there  are  thou- 
would  have  a  tendency  to  promote  peace  and  sands   in  every  department  of  the  church,  who 
friendship  among  nations ;  the  cause  of  univer-  are  ardently  kinging  to  break  down  the  walls  of 
sal  education  woukl  be  pronKAed,  without  those  partition,  which  separate  them  from  their  br»» 
obstructions  wbi^  now  arise  from  sectarian  pre-  thren,  and  anxiously  wailing  for  an  opportunitv 

Cees :  and  a  general  diffusion  of  useful  know-  of  expressing  their  sentiments,  and  of  giving  tli# 

;e  wouU  soon  be  effected  throughout  every  right  hand  of  fellowship  "  to  all  who  love  omr 

quarter  of  the  civilized  world,  till  the  knowledge  Lord  Jesus  in  sincerity.'* 
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In  tny  »tt«oiptB  that  may  be  made  to  promota  very  time  Uiej  are  pUooing  miasionary  entarpii- 

thi*  f  real  object,  miUwU  eoneemona  bthawtd  to  ms,  they  will  refuse  ihetr  pulpiu  to  each  Other, 

ht  made  by  aUpanuM,    One  general  principle,  for  the  purpoee  oTaddressing  their  fellow -men  on 

that  requires  to  be  rvoogniBed,  is  this : — that  eoe»  subjects  connected  with  their  everlasting  interests, 

ry  opinion  andpraettM  he  eet  ande^  which  it  ae*  and  refrain  firom  joining  in  unison  in  the  octiinan- 

knowUdgtd  on  aU  hattde  to  ham  no  direeifornnda^  ces  of  religion,  although  many  of  them  expect,  ere 

tion  in  scr^plare,  but  is  a  mere  human  fabrication,  long,  to  join  in  harmony  in  the  services  of  the 

introduced  by  accident  or  whim ;  such  as,  the  sanctuary  above !    It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  such  a 

observance  o(  fast  and  preparation  days  pre-  disgrace  to  the  Christian  cause  will  soon  be  wip. 

vitNis  to  the  participation  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  ed  away,  and  its  inconsistency  clearly  perceiv- 

kaeeling  in  the  act  of  partaking  of  that  ordinance,  ed  by  aU  vdio  are  intelligeni  and  "  rightphearted 

repeating  the  Athanasian  Creed  in  the  regular  men.** 

services  of  the  church,  &e.  &c.  It  is  a  striking  Such  a  friendly  intercourse  and  oorrespon* 
and  remarkable  fact,  that  the  chief  points  about  dence  as  now  suggested,  would  be  far  more  eflB- 
which  Christians  are  divided,  are  points  on  cient  in  preparing  the  way  for  a  cordial  union 
whadi  the  volume  of  inspiration  is  silent,  and  ofChristians,  than  the  deliberations  anddiseus- 
whieh  the  presuioption  and  perversity  of  men  sions  of  a  thousand  doetorsof  divinity,  delegated 
■ave  attached  to  the  Christian  system,  and  iih  to  meet  in  councils  to  settle  the  points  in  dis- 
Carwoven  with  the  truths  and  ordinances  of  reli-  pote  between  the  difierentsoctaries.  This  object, 
gion;  and,  therefore,  were  the  line  of  distinction  I  presume,  will  never  be  accomplished  by  theo- 
eleariy  drawn  between  mere  human  opinions  and  logical  controversy,  or  by  any  attempt  to  ooo- 
oerenonials,  and  the  positive  dictates  of  revela-  vince  the  respective  parties  of  the  futility  or 
lion,  and  the  one  separated  from  the  other,  the  erroneousness  of  their  peculiar  opinions ;  but,  on 
way  would  be  prepared  for  a  more  intimate  and  the  ground  of  their  being  brought  nearer  to  each 
harmonious  union  in  the  church  of  Christ.  As  a  other,  and  more  6rm]y  united  in  the  mutual  ex- 
preparative  meaatire  to  such  a  union,  a  friendly  ercise  of  the  Christian  virtues,  and  in  the  bonds 
iateroourse  between  the  different  sectaries'*  of  Christian  affection.  And,  when  such  a-  bar- 
should  be  solicited  and  cherished.  Enlightened  monious  intercourse  shall  be  fully  effected,  it 
ministers  of  different  denominations  should  occa*  will  form  a  more  glorious  and  auspicious  era  in 
sionally  exchange  pulpits,  and  officiate  for  each  the  history  of  the  Christian  church,  than  has 
other  in  the  public  exercises  of  divine  worship,  ever  occurred  since  the  '*  good  tidings  of  great 
This  would  tend  to  show  to  the  world,  and  to  joy"  were  procUimed  in  the  plains  of  Bethlehem, 
each  other,  that  there  is  no  unholy  jealousy  or  or  since  the  day  of  Pentecost,  when  "  the  whole 
hostile  animosity  subsisting  between  them,  which  multitude  of  them  that  believed  were  of  one  heart, 
their  present  conduct  and  attitude  too  frequently  wd  of  one  soul,  and  had  all  things  eommoa.'^* 
indicate.    It  would  also  be  productive  of  many 

eoBvenieoces,  in  the  case  of  a  minister  being  in-  ■ 
disposed,  or  shsent  from  home,  as  his  place  could 

frequently  be  supplied,  without  the  least  expense  SECTION  XI* 
or  incooveoience,  by  his  brethren  of  other  deiioroi- 

natioos.    It  would  likewise  show  to  the  mass  of  On  the  importaiKBe  ofooimtd&ng  Sdnrn  «M 

professing  Christians,  that  the  doctrines  promul-  lUiigion, 
gated,  and  the  duties  enforced,  by  ministers  of 

different   denominations,  are  substantially  the  Lr  several  of  the  preceding  sections,  I  have 

same.    What  a  disgrace  to  the  C  hristian  name,  exhibited  sketches  of  the  outlines  of  some  of  the 

that  such  a  friendly  intercourse  has  never  yet  branches  of  science,  and  of  the  objects  towards 

been  established ;  or,  Mrhen  it  oooasicmaDy  hap-  which  its  investigations  are  directed.    1  have 

pens,  that  it  should  be  considered  as  an  extraor-  aB  along  taken  it  for  granted,  that  such  knowledge 

diniiry  and  unlooked-for  phenomenon !     What  a  and  investigations  ought  to  be  combined  with 

strange  and  unexpected  report  must  be  received  just  views  of  religioo,  and  an  attention  to  its 

by  Christian  converts  in  heathen  lands,  when  they  practical  acquirements,  and  have  oocasionany 

are  told,  that  Christian  ministers  in  this  country,  interspersed  some  remarks  on  this  topic.     But 

who  were  instrumental  in  sending  missionaries  as  the  subject  is  of  peculiar  importance,  it  may 

to  cooHnunicace  to  them  the  knowledge  of  sdva-  not  be  inexpedient  to  devote  a  section  to  its  moA 

lion,  are  actuated  by  so  much  jealouij,  and  stand  particular  elucidation. 

so  much  aloof  from  each  other,  that  even  at  the  Of  late  years,  knowledge  has  incrsasad,  among 

the  middle  and  lower  ranks  of  society,  with 

•  BToeaariBo,  in  this  place,  and  elsewhere,  I  un-  P««ter  rapidity  than  in  any  preceding  in,  and 

eerstand,  not  only  the  diflbrent  denominations  of  Mechanics'  Institutions,  and  other  assooiatioM, 

f>iss«Nii0r».  but  the  Church  of  England,  the  Church  i,.--  h<«o  tanttmA  in  vira  mn  uumiIm  Ia  tha  im 

of  dcotladL  and  all  other  national  churches,  which  °*^'  "•**  tormea,  to  give  an  mipmsa  to  tna  r» 
are  all  so  nMiay  sectaries,  ordlflrerenteompaitments 

•rUM  mHversilChilsUaa  chnxch.  tsse  Appendls,  Note  XL 
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nvwed  Tigour  of  the  human  mind,  and  to  gratify  firmament— ^hich  notions  are  now  prorad  to  k« 
thedesires  which  are  now  excited  ibr  intellectual  erroneoui— -tberelbre  thej  are  apt  to  aunuisa, 
pleasures  and  acquirement!.  Reason  is  arous-  Uiat  the  religion  they  professed  rested  on  no  bet- 
ing from  the  slumber  of  ages,  and  appears  deter-  tor  a  foundation.  Because  their  notions  of  that 
mined  to  make  aggressions  on  the  world  of  sci*  religioo  were  blended  with  erroneous  <^ioioDfl 
ence,  and  to  employ  its  faculties  on  every  object  and  foolish  superstitions,  they  would  be  diapo*- 
which  comes  within  the  rsnge  of  human  inves*  ed  to  throw  aside  the  whole,  as  unworthy  of  tht 
ligation.  The  laboureri  tiie  mechanic  and  arti-  attention  of  men  of  enlightened  understandings, 
san, — ^no  longer  confined  to  trudge  in  the  same  whose  minds  have  been  emandpated  from  me 
beaten  trade  in  their  respective  professions,  and  shackles  of  vulgar  prejudice  and  priestly  domina^ 
to  the  limited  range  of  thought  which  distinguish-  tion.  Such  irreligious  propensities  have  their 
ed  their  predecessors  in  former  generations—  origin,  for  (he  most  part,  in  a  principle  of  tsau^ 
aspire  after  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  on  and  ssZ/'-concetl,  in  that  spirit  of  pride  oongeniid 
which  their  respective  arts  are  founded,  and  an  to  human  nature,  which  leads  the  person  in 
acquaintance  with  tliose  scientific  subjects,  whom  it  predominates  to  vaunt  himself  on  his 
which  were  formerly  confined  to  the  cbisters  of  superiority  to  vulgar  opinions  and  fears— and, 
eoUeges  and  the  higher  orders  of  society.  Leo-  in  the  want  of  discriminating  between  what  is 
tures  have  been  delivered  in  most  of  our  towns  of  essential  importance  in  religion,  and  the 
aud  even  villages,  on  the  practice  of  the  arts  folse  and  distorted  notions  which  have  been  inoov- 
and  the  principles  of  the  physical  sciences,  poraled  with  it  by  the  ignorance  and  perversity 
which  have  extended  their  intellectual  views,  and  of  men. 

given  them  a  higher  idea  of  the  nobleness  and  This  tendency  to  irreligion  has  likewise  been 
suUimity  of  the  mental  faculties  with  which  they  promoted  by  the  modes  in  which  seieotific  know- 
are  endowed.  This  excitement  to  rational  *in-  ledge  has  been  generally  oommunic^ed.  In  the 
qtiiry  has  partly  arisen  from  the  spirit  of  the  age,  greator  part  of  the  best  elementary  treatises  on 
and  the  political  movements  which  have  distin-  science,  there  seldom  occurs  any  distinct  rvfer- 
guiriied  our  times ;  but  it  has  also  been  produced  ence  to  the  perfections  and  the  agency  of  tliat 
by  the  exertions  of  men  of  erudition,  in  concert-  Omnipotent  Being,  under  whose  superintendenoa 
big  plans  for  the  difibision  of  knowledge,  in  giving  all  the  processes  of  nature  are  conducted.  In- 
a  popular  form  to  works  of  science,  and  divest-  stead  of  directing  the  young  and  untutored  mind 
ing  it  of  that  air  of  mystery  which  it  formerly  as-  to  rise  "  from  nature  up  ta  nature's  God''— it  b 
samed.  And,  should  such  excitement  be  pro-  considered  by  many,  as  unpkSiomifiAtaly  when 
l>erly  directed,  it  cannot  fail  to  raise  the  lowor  explaining  natural  phenomena,  lo  advert  to  any 
ranks  of  the  community  from  intellectual  degra-  but  proximate  causes,  which  reason  or  the  senses 
dation,  and  to  prevent  them  from  indulging  in  can  ascertain  ;  and  thus  a  veil  is  attempted  to 
intemperance,  and  other  sensual  vices,  which  be  drawn  between  the  Deity  and  his  visiUa 
have  so  lung  debased  our  rational  nature.  At  operations,  so  as  lo  conceal  the  agency  of  Uhn 
no  former  period  has  the  spirit  of  science  been  so  whose  laws  heaven  and  earth  obey.  In  iheaci^ 
folly  awakened,  and  so  generally  disseminated,  domical  prelections  on  physical  science,  in  most 
On  evbry  side  the  boundaries  of  knowledge  have  of  our  colleges  and  universities,  there  appears  a 
been  extended,  the  system  of  nature  explored,  studied  anxiety  to  avoid  every  reflection  thai 
the  labours  of  philosophy  withdrawn  fit>m  hypo  wears  tbe  semblance  of  religion.  From  the  firat 
thetical  speculations  to  the  investigation  of  facts,  announeemmit  of  the  prq>erties  of  matter  and  the 
and  the  liberal  and  mechanical  arts  carried  to  a  laws  of  motion,  through  all  their  oombinatioas 
pitch  of  perfection,  hitherto  unattained.  in  the  system  of  nature,  and  their  applieaiioM 
But,  amidst  all  the  intellectual  movements  to  dynamics,  hydrostatics,  pneumatics,  optica, 
sround  us,  it  \a  matter  of  deep  regret,  that  the  electricity,  and  magnetism,  the  attention  of  tbe 
knowledge  of  true  religion,  aiid  the  practice  of  student  is  kept  constantly  fixed  on  secandacy 
its  moral  precepts,  have  not  kept  pace  with  the  causes  and  physical  laws,  as  if  the  imiverse  wera 
improvements  and  the  diffusion  of  science.  Not  a  self-existent  and  independent  piece  of  mecha- 
a  few  of  those  who  have  lately  entered  on  the  nism ;  snd  it  is  seldom  that  tbe  least  referoioe 
prosecution  of  scientific  pursuits, — because  their  is  made  to  that  Almighty  Being  who  brought  it 
ideas  have  not  been  expanded  a  little  beyond  the  into  exisience,  and  whose  laws  and  operatkma 
limited  range  of  thought  to  whidi  they  were  are  thu  subject  of  investigation.  It  is  almost 
formerly  confined— seem  now  to  regard  revealed  needless  to  add,  that  the  harmony  which  subsist* 
rf -Ugion  as  tittle  else  than  a  vulgar  superstition,  between  the  worica  of  God,  and  the  reveUtiona 
or,  at  moat,  aa  a  matter  of  inferior  moment,  of  his  word— the  mutual  li^t  which  they  reflect 
Because  their  forefathers  thought  that  the  earth  upon  each  other-^e  views  which  they  open  ol 
was  the  largest  body  in  nature,  and  placed  in  a  the  plan  of  the  Divine  government,— and  tb« 
quiescent  state  in  die  centre  of  the  universe,  moral  eflTects  whidi  the  oontemplati<»  of  natur* 
and  that  the  stars  were  msraly  brilliant  spangles  ought  to  produce  upon  the  heart— are  never,  as 
fixed  in  the  concave  of  tbe  sky,  to  diversify  the  far  as  we  have  learaed,  tntrodueedi  in 
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wmimriei,  m  Nlyaets  which  domand  putieular  that  we  inig[ht  acquire,  firofn  the  eontemplatioii 

atteoiion.    Thua  the  Deiiy  is  earefuUjr  ke|^t  ogt  of  it,  enlarged  conceptions  of  the  attributes  of  hia 

of  vieW|  and  banished,  as  it  were,  from  bis  own  nature,  and  Che  arrangements  of  his  prondence, 

creation ;  and  the  susceptible  mind  of  the  youth-  and  be  excited  to  "  give  unto  nim  the  glory  doe 

Ai)  student  prevented  from  feeling  those  impres-  to  his  name.'*    And,  if  we  derive  such  impret- 

eions  of  awe  and  reverence,  of  love  and  gratitude,  sions  firom  our  investigations  of  the  material 

which  the  study  of  the  material  world,  when  system,  shall  it  be  considered  as  inconsistent 

properly  conducted,  is  calculated  to  produce.  with  the  spirit  of  true  philosophy,  to  eadea- 

The  same  principles  and  defects  arc  perceptip  voar  to  communicate  the  same  Impressions  to 

ble  in  the  instructions  communicated  in  roost  of  the  minds  of  those  whom  we  are  appointed  to 

the  Mfdumief  IrutiMiuntf  which  have  been  instrtict?    There  can  be  liule  doubt,  that  the 

lately  formed  for  the  improvement  of  the  middle  practice  of  setting  aside  all  references  to  the  cha- 

mnd  lower  classes  of  society.    It  has  been  public-  racter  and  perfections  of  the  Deity,  in  physical 

ly  announced,  in  the  speeches  of  gentlemen  of  discussions,  has  tended  to  foster  a  spirit  of  irreli- 

•cienoe  and  erudition,  who,  with  a  laudable  seal,  gion  in  youthful  minds,  and  to  accelerate  their 

U»k  a  part  in  the  organixatioa  of  these  institu-  progress  towards  the  gulf  of  infidelity  and  seep- 

tions,--<«nd  the  announcement  has  been  re-echo-  ticism. 

ed  in  every  similar  association,  and  transcribed  Again,  philosophy,  as  well  as  religion,  re- 
into  every  literary  journal,— that,  **  Hwc^br^  quires  that  the  phenomena  of  nature  be  traced 
wardth$i&K»monM  oftomen  onto  be  eon^^kle'  up  to  their  JInl  eeuue»  There  are  no  causes 
fy  teparaUi  fnm  rtUgionJ*  I  do  nol  mean  to  '  cognizable  bv  the  senses,  which  will  account  for 
•ecttse  the  highly  respectable  characters  alluded  the  origin  of  the  universe,  and  the  multifiuious 
to,  as  beii^  hostile  either  to  natural  or  revealed  phenomena  it  exhibits ;  and  therefore  we  must 
religion,  from  the  circumstance  of  their  having  ascend  in  our  investigations  to  the  existence  of 
ma^  this  aunouncement ;  as  I  presume  they  an  invisible  and  eternal  Cause,  altogether  impal- 
only  intended  by  it  to  get  rid  of  those  sectarian  paUe  to  the  organs  of  sense,  in  order  to  account 
disputes  aboot  unimportant  points  in  theology,  for  the  existence  and  movements  of  the  material 
which  have  so  long  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  world.  To  attempt  to  account  for  the  harmony 
church  and  of  the  world.  But,  vdien  I  consider  and  order,  and  the  nice  adaptations  which  appear 
the  use  that  will  be  made  of  it  by  certain  cha-  throughout  creation,  merdy  from  the  physical 
raoters  and  societies,  and  the  bearing  it  may  have  pn^rties  of  matter,  and  the  )aws  of  motion,  is 
on  the  mode  of  communicating  scientific  know-  to  act  <»  the  prniciples  of  atheism ;  and  is  clearly 
ledge,  I  am  constrained  u>  pronounce  the  deda-  repugnant  to  every  dictate  of  reason,  which  de- 
retkio  as  no  less  watphUMophietdf  than  it  is  impi-  dardl^  that  to  every  effect  we  must  assign  an 
OQS  and  immonl  in  its  general  ienden<^.  It  is  adequate  cause,  ^d,  if  in  our  physical  inves- 
mtphUMophioal  ,*  for  science,  when  properly  tigations,  we  are  neaesson*^  led  to  die  admissioa 
eonsidered  in  relation  to  its  higher  and  ultimate  of  a  self>existent  and  eternal  Being,  the  original 
d^geets,  is  nothing  else  than  an  investigation  of  source  of  life  and  motion,  it  must  be  deeply  in- 
the  power,  wisdom,  benevolence,  and  superiiH  teresting  to  every  one  of  us  to  acquire  as  mudi 
lending  providence  of  the  Almighty,  as  displayed  information  as  possible  respecting  bis  perfeo- 
fai  the  structure  and  movements  of  the  universe,  tions,  and  the  character  <^  his  moral  government. 
•— ^the  relation  in  which  we  stand  to  this  C^reat  From  Htm  we  derived  oar  existence,— on  Him 
Beingf'Hind  of  the  duties  which  we  owe  hint,  we  depend  every  moment  **  for'  life,  and  breath| 
To  overlook  such  objects,  u  evidently  contrary  and  all  things.**  Our  happiness  or  misery  is  in 
to  the  plainest  dictates  of  reason  and  frfiilosophy.  his  hands,  and  our  eternal  destiny,  whether  coi^ 
Is  it  possible  that  an  intelligent  mnid  can  conteoi-  nected'with  annihilation  or  with  a  state  of  eon« 
plate  the  admirable  and  astonishing  displays  of  scious  existence,  must  be  the  result  of  his  sore- 
divine  perfeotioa  and  munificence,  throughout  reign  and  eternal  arrangements.  Our  comfort  in 
•very  part  of  creation,  and  not  be  excited  to  the  the  present  life,  and  our  hopes  and  prospects  ia 
exercise  of  love,  and  gratitude,  and  reverential  relation  to  futurity,  are  therefore  essentially  con- 
adoration  ?  Such  fedings  and  emotions  lie  at  nected  with  ihe  conceptions  we  form  of  the  at- 
the  foundation  of  all  true  rdigion,— and  the  man  tributes  of  Him  who  made  and  who  governs  the 
who  can  walk  through  the  magnificent  scene  of  universe;  and,  consequently,  that  philosophy 
the  universe,  whhout  feeling  the  least  emotion  of  which  either  overlooks  or  discards  sudi  views 
reference  and  adoration,  or  of  ^titude  for  th«  and  considerations,  is  unworthy  of  the  name,— b 
wise  and  benevolent  arrangements  of  nature,  inconsistent  with  the  plainest  deductions  of  reft- 
may  be  pronounce'*  unworthy  of  enjoying  the  son,  and,  wherever  it  is  promnlgatsd,  must  prove 
heiieficence  of  his  Creator.  It  was  doubtless  for  inimical  to  the  best  interests  of  mankind.  To 
this  end,  among  others,  that  the  Almi^tyopei»-  regard  science  merely  in  its  apfdications  to  the 
•d  to  our  view  such  a  magniffeent  speetade  as  arts  of  life,  and  to  overlook  its  deductions  ia  r^ 
the  universe  displays,  and  bestowed  upon  us  ferance  to  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events,  ia 
fteiil»ies  c^Mbte  of  investigating  its  straetiire,—  jirsportsreiit  and  ahscnd,  and  onwortfay  of  the 
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eharaetei  of  the  man  who  aMUHMt  to  hiuMlf  the  poMt  of  the  CrMtor,  to  whoM  kws  tnd  von* 

ntiMof  a  philotopher;  toTf  in  doing  fo,  ho  Tio-  goronunent  wo  are  all  amonablo.    It  diodooeo 

Uteo  the  rules  which  gaido  him  in  all  his  other  to  us  our  etaie  and  condition,  aa  depraved  crea- 

re^earchee,   and  acts  inoooeisteotly  with    the  tureaand  violators  of  his  righteous  laws,  ana  tb^ 

maxim,  that  the  most  interesting  and  important  doom  which  awaits  the  finallj  impemtem  in  the 

objpicu  demand  our  first  and  diief  attention.  world  to  oome.  •  It  informs  us  of  tlie  only  method 

But  the  evil  to  which  1  have  now  adveeted,  is  hy  which  we  may  obtain  forgiveness  of  sin,  and 

not  the  only  one  of  which  we  have  reason  to  complete  deliverance  from  all  the  miseries  and 

oomplain.     While  the  deductions  of  natural  re-  moral  evils  to  which  we  are  eiposed.    It  incul- 

liifion  are  but  slightly  adverted  to  in  physical  cates  those  divine  principles  and  moral  precepts 

discufisions,  and  in  many  instances  altogether  which  are  calcolated  to  unite  the  whole  human 

overlooked.— (As  tnUhM  ^  Chialiam^  are  wrt»^  race  in  one  harmonious  and  afieaionate  society, 

ally  tet  aside ;  and  it  seems  to  be  considered  by  and  to  promote  the  hapfwiess  of  every  individual, 

some  as  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  <^  science,  both  in  "  the  life  that  now  is,  and  in  that  which  is , 

to  iniike  ihe  slightest  reference  to  the  declara-  to  come."    It  presents  beibre  us  sooroea  of  con- 

tions  of  the  sacred  oracles.    In  many  of  our  solatioo,  to  cheer  and  support  the  mind,  amidst 

^•^mmar  sctiools,  academies,  and  oollegee,  where  the  calamities  and  afflictions  lo  which  we  are 

the  rboli!>h  and  immoral  rites  of  pagan  mytholo-  subjected  in  this  mortal  state.    It  uafoMs  to  as, 

gy  are  often  detailed,  no  instructions  are  imparts  in  part,  the  plan  of  God*s  moral  government  of 

ed,  to  counteract  the  banefiil  influence  which  the  world,  and  the  reasons  of  certain  dispensa- 

hoathcn  msKlms  and  idolatry  may  produce  on  'tions  and  moral  phenomena,  which  would  otliefw 

the  yourhful  mind.    The  superior  excellence  of  win  have  remained  inexplicable.    In  short,  it 

the  Christian  religion,  and  the  tendency  of  its  proclaims  the  doctrine  of  a  resurrection  feota  the 

principles  and  precepts  to  produce  happiness,  dead,  and  sets  in  the  dearest  light  the  certainty 

both  here  and  hereafter,  are  seldom  exhibited;  of  a  future  state  of  punishments  and  rewards,  sul^ 

and  in  too  many  iniitsnrwH  the  rec<M|nltion  of  jects  in  which  every  individual  of  the  human  race 

a  Supreme  Being,  and  of  oar  oontinuaJ  depend-  is  deeply  interested — giving  full  assurance  to  all 

ance  upon  him,  and  the  duty  of  imploring  his  who  comply  with  its  requisitions,  that  when  their 

direction  and  assistance,  are  set  aside,  as  incoo-  corporeal  franws  are  dissolved,  they  "  shall  have 

sisreni  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  with  the  a  building  of  God,  an  house  not  made  with  hands, 

imxie  of  conducting  a  &shionable  education,  eternal  in  the  heavens,'*  where  they  shall  inherit 

The  superiaiendenis  of  mechanics*  institutions,  **  fiUneas  of  joy  and  pleasures  frr  evvrmore." 
following  the  prevailing  mode,  have  likewise        These  are  only  some  of  the  important  revelar 

agreed  to  banish  from  their  institutions  and  di»-  tions  which  Christianity  unfoUs.    And,  if  it  be 

cussions,  all  roforences  to  religion,  and  to  the  pe«  a  truth  whidi  cannot  be  denied,  that  we  are  na- 

culiariiies  of  the  Christian  sysiem.  turally  ignorant  of  God,  can  we  t>e  happy  without 

Now,  we  maintain,  that  Christianity  in  every  being  acquainted  with  his  moral  attribuies,  pur- 
point  of  view  in  which  its  revelations  may  be  poses,  aixl  laws  ?  If  we  be  guilty  and  depraved 
considered,  is  •  emhfeet  ofparamouni  tmpo; femes,  —which  the  whole  history  of  our  race  clearly  de- 
It  in  every  thing,  or  it  is  nothing.  It  must  reign  monstrates  can  we  feel  true  enjoyment,  if  our 
supreme  over  every  human  pursuit,  over  every  guilt  is  not  cancelled,  and  our  depravity  not 
*%lepartmont  of  science,  over  every  passion  and  counteracted  ?  Is  it  a  matter  of  iiMiiflerenee, 
aSection,  or  be  discarded  altogether,  as  to  its  whether  we  acquire  a  knowledge  of  thoae  moral 
authority  over  man.  It  willadmttofnocompro-  principles,  which  will  guMe  us  in  tkie  path  to 
mises;  for  the  authority  with  which  it  professes  wisdom  and  felicity,  or  be  hurried  along  by  heed- 
to  be  invested,  is  nothing  less  than  the  will  of  the  less  passioM,  in  the  devious  ways  of  vice  and 
Eternal,  whose  sovereign  injunctions  the  inhabi-  folly  7  Is  it  of  no  importance,  whether  we  ob- 
tants  of  earth  and  the  hosts  of  heaven  are  bound  tain  information  respe(Bting  our  eternal  destiny, 
to  obey.  If  its  claims  to  a  divine  origin  can  be  or  remain  .in  uncertainty  whether  death  shall 
disproved,  then  it  may  be  set  aside  as  unworthy  transport  us  to  another  world,  or  finally  terminate 
of  our  regard,  and  ranked  along  with  the  other  our  existence  ?  Can  any  man,  who  calls  himself 
rt'ligions  which  have  prevailed  in  the  world,  a  philosopher,  maintain,  with  any  show  of  re»- 
Biu,  if  it  ie  admiUed  to  be  a  reveLattoHfram  the  son,  that  it  is  unpAttosopWeo/,  or  contrary  to  the 
Creator  o^lAs  tiiaeerss  loflum  on  sorfA,  its  c'aioM  dictates  of  an  enlightened  understanding,  that 
are  irrenstible,  it  cannot  be  rejected  with  impu-  such  subjects  should  form  one  great  object  of  out 
nity,  and  its  divine  prineipleB  and  maxims  ought  attention-— that  they  shooM  be  interwoven  with  all 
to  be  interwoven  widi  all  our  pursuits  and  asso*  our  studies  and  active  emnloynwnts— and  that 
ciations.  they  should  constitute  the  basis  of  all  those  in- 

The  importance  of  Christianity  may  be  evin*  stmctions,  which  are  intended  for  the  melioration 

eedby  such  considerations  as  the  following:— It  and  improvement  of  mankind?    To  maiotaui 

communicates  lo  us  the  only  certain  information  such  a  position,  wouU  be  to  degrade  philosophy 

wo  possess  of  the  character,  attributes,  and  pur*  in  the  eyes  of  every  inteOigent  inquirer^  and  t« 
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mder  U  unwrtihy  of  the  patronage  of  every  one  carded,  ererj  one  would  ooowidor  hiniMlf  aa  at 

vrho  has  a  regard  to  the  happinees  of  his  speciee.  liberty  to  act  according  as  hit  humoar  and  pas- 

That  philusopo}  which  tnily  deBerrea  ibe  name  eions  might  dictate )  ai^,  in  each  a  caae,  a  scene 

will  at  once  sidmit,  that  concerns  of  the  highest  oTselfishness,  rapacity,  and  horror,  would  quickly 

moment  ought  not  to  be  set  aside  for  matters  of  ensue,  which  would  fap  the  foundation  of  social 

inferior  consideration ;     but  that  every  thing  order,  and  banish  happiness  from  the  abodes  of 

should  be  attended  to  in  its  proper  orders  and  ao-  men. 

cording  to  its  relative  importance.  If  such  con-  Such  would  be  the  twcessary  effects  of  a  coro- 
•iderations  have  any  weight,  they  prove,  beyond  plete  renonciatioa  of  revealed  religion,  and  such 
dispute,  that  there  is  a  gburiag  deficiency  in  our  a  state  of  things  our  literary  and  scientific  vaodt 
methods  of  education,  where  a  foundation  is  not  cf  education  lus  a  natural  lenden^  to  produce, 
laid  in  the  truths  of  Christianity ,  and  where  mso/oraslAsdiiMs^CAnfCiamfyarssefasifis, 
its  authority  is  overlooked,  and  its  claims  disre-  or  overlooked,  incur  plans  of  instniciion.  Where 
gardetl.  should  our  youths  receive  impressions  of  the  De- 
Lot  us  consider  for  a  moment  what  would  be  ity,  and  of  the  truth  of  religion,  unless  in  those 
the  natural  effects  of  a  eompUto  teparadon  be-  seminaries  where  they  are  taught  the  elements  of 
tween  science  and  religion— 4>etween  the  general  general  knowledge?  Shall  they  be  lefl  to  infer, 
diffusion  of  knowledge  and  the  great  objects  ot  that  religion  is  a  matter  of  trivial  importance, 
the  Christian  &ith.  Science  might  still  continue  from  tne  circumstance,  that  it  is  completely  over* 
to  prosecute  discoveries,  to  enlarge  iti  boanda*  looked  throughout  the  whole  range  of  their  instruo- 
ries,  and  to  apply  its  principles  to  the  cultivation  tions  1  1  may  be  said,  that  they  have  opporttmi- 
of  new  arts,  and  to  the  improvement  of  those  tiesofre>;eivingChristian  instruction  elsewhere, 
which  have  hitherto  been  practised.  Its  studies  particularly  firomthe  ministers  of  religion;  but 
might  give  a  certain  degree  of  polish  to  the  mind,  will  their  minds  be  better  prepared  for  relishing 
might  prevent  certain  characters  fi-om  nmning  such  instructions,  because  the  religion  of  the 
Uie  rounds  of  &shiooable  dissipation,  and,  in  every  Bible  has  been  carefully  kept  out  of  view  in  the 
gradation  in  society,  might  counteract,  to  a  certain  othei^  departments  of  tuition  ?  'V^Hil  they  not  ra- 
degree,  the  tradency  to  indulgence  in  those  mean  ther  come  to  such  instructions,  with  their  minds 
and  ignoble  vices  to  which  the  lower  ranks  in  biassed  against  the  truths  of  revelation ;  espe- 
every  age  have  been  addicti^.  But,  although  eially  when  we  consider,  that,  in  almost  every  in- 
the  standard  of  morals  would  be  somewhat  raised,  stance,  wZ^dre  religicMi  is  diicarded  in  the  process 
and  the  exterior  of  life  pdiihed  and  impro*<ta,  the  of  secular  instruction.  Pagan  maxims  are  intro- 
latent  principles  of  moral  evil  might  still  remain  ducod.  and  insinuations  occasionally  thrown  out 
rankling  in  the  breast.  Pride,  ambition,  avarice,  hostile  to  th?  interests  of  genuine  Christianity  f 
and  revenge,  receivii^  no  counteraction  from  re*  Notwithstanding  aH  that  I  have  stated  in  the  pre* 
ligioosprinciple,  might  be  secretly  harboured  and  ceding  pages,  respecting  the  beneficial  effects 
Qouriibed  in  the  heart,  and  ready  to  burst  forth,  of  a  universal  diffusion  of  knowledge,  I  am  fully 
on  every  excitement,  in  all  the  dii^Mlical  energies  persuaded,  that,  unless  it  be  accompanied  with  a 
ia  which  they  have  so  firequenlly  appeared  amidst  diffusion  of  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  religiwi, 
die  contests  of  communities  and  nations.  The  and  a  corresponding  practice,  it  will  completely 
recognition  d  a  Supreme  intelligence,  to  wh<Mn  fail  in  promoting  tl^  beet  interests  of  mankind, 
we  are  accountable,  wouU  soon  bis  oonsklered  as  If  scriptural  views  of  the  character  of  the  Deity — 
omiecessary  in  scientific  investigations,  and  his  if  the  promotion  of  love  to  Grod  and  to  man — if 
natoral  perfections  overlooked ;  vxl,  consequent-  the  cultivation  of  heavenly  tempers  and  disposi- 
ly,  all  the  delightful  affections  of  love,  gratitude,  Uons,  and  the  practice  of  Christian  morwUty,  be 
admiration,  and  reverence,  which  are  inspired  by  entirely  overlooked  in  seminaries  devoted  to  the 
tiie  view  of  hii  moral  attributes,  and  the  trans-  instruction  of  the  great  body  of  the  oommuniiy^ 
ceodent  excellence  of  his  nature,  wouM  be  under*  such  institationa,  instead  of  being  a  blessing, 
mined  and  annihilated.  There  would  be  no  would  ultimately  become  a  ewru  to  the  human 
reliance  on  the  superintending  care  of  an  tu«  species  ;  and  we  should  soon  behold  a  vast  as* 
erring  Providence,  ordaining  and  directing  semblage  of  tnlelKfenl  dsmoiu,  furnished  with 
every  event  to  the  most  beneficial  purposes,  and  powers  and  instraroents  of  mischief  superior  to 
no  consolation  derived,  amidst  the  ills  of  life,  any  that  have  hitherto  been  wielded,  and  whidi 
firom  a  riew  of  the  rectitude  and  benevolence  of  might,  ere  long,  produce  anarchy,  injustice,  and 
the  Divine  government.  The  present  world  honor  throt^hout  every  department  of  the  moral 
would  be  considered  as  the  only  scene  of  action  worU. 

and  enjoyment ;  the  hope  of  immortality,  which  That  these  are  not  mere  imaginary  forebodings, 

■npports  and  gladdens  the  pious  mind,  would  be  might  be  illustrated  from  the  scenes  which  were 

ttterminated,  and  every  thing  beyond  tlie shadow  latdy  eskiblted  in  a  neighbouring  nation.    The 

cf  death  involved  in  gloom  ai&  uncertainty.  The  first  revolution  in  France  in  1789,  was  a  revolu- 

onl  f  true  princt  pies  dl  moral  action ,  which  reveal*  tlon  not  merdy  in  pditiea  and  government,  but  in 

«d  religion  inculcates,  being  overlooked  or  di»-  religion,  in  manners,  la  moral  pnncipb,  and  in 
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th«  common  feelings  of  human  nature.  The  way  itate.'*  The  carved  worii  of  aD  religiot»  belief 
&r  adch  a  revolution  was  prepared  by  the  writ-  and  moral  practice  was  boldly  cut  down  by  Car- 
inas of  Voltaire,  Mirabeau,  Diderot,  Helvetius,  not,  Robespierre,  and  their  atheistical  associates, 
D  Alembcrt,  Coiidorcet,  Ronaseau,  aiid  others  and  the  following  inscription  was  ordered  Co  be 
of  the  same  stamp— in  which,  along  with  some  displayed  in  all  the  public  bnrying-grounda— 
useful  discussions  on  the  sulgect  of  civil  and  re-  ** Death  it  oiUy  an  eternal  deep  ,*"  so  that  the  dying 
ligious  liberty,  they  endeavoured  to  disseminate  need  no  longer  be  afraid  to  step  out  of  existence, 
principles  subversive  both  of  natural  and  revealed  Nature  was  investigated,  by  these  pretended 
religion,  Revelatum  was  not  only  impugned,  philosophers,  only  with  a  view  to  darken  the 
but  entirely  set  aside  \  the  Deity  was  banished  mind,  to  prevent  mankind  from  considering  any 
from  the  universe,  and  an  imaginary  phantom,  thing  as  real  but  what  the  hand  could  grasp  cw 
under  the  name  of  the  Goddess  of  Reason,  sub-  the  corporeal  eye  perceive,  and  to  subvert  the  es* 
stituted  in  his  place.  Evory  thing  was  reduced  tablislied  order  of  society, 
to  a  system  of  pure  materialism ;  the  celestial  The  consequences  of  the  operation  of  such 
spark  of  intelligence  within  us  was  assimilated  prindples  were  such  as  niight  have  been  expect- 
to  a  piece  of  rude  matter,  and  the  &ir  prospects  ed.  They  are  written  in  characters  of  blood, 
of  immortality,  which  Christianity  presents,  and  in  crimes  almost  unparalleled  in  the  history 
transformed  into  the  glean  of  an  eternal  night,  of  nations.  A  scene  of  inhumanity,  cruelty, 
Every  previous  standard  of  morab  was  discard*  cold-blooded  malignity,  daring  impiety,  and  ia- 
ed ;  every  one  was  left  to  act  as  selfitihness,  satiable  rapacity,  was  presented  to  the  world, 
avarice,  and  revenge  might  dictate ;  religion  of  which  excited  in  the  mind  of  every  virtuous 
every  description  fled  from  the  torch  of  the  pre-  spectator  amazement  and  horror.  Savage  atro- 
viMling  philosophy ;  and,  while  "  justice  and  mo*  cities  were  perpetrated  which  wouM  have  been 
rality"  were  proclaimed  as  <*  the  order  of  the  shocking  in  the  most  barbarous  and  unenlighten- 
day,**  every  moral  principle,  and  every  human  ed  age ;  and,  perhaps,  at  no  era  has  there  been 
feeling,  were  trampled  under  foot.  It  is  stated,  more  wretchedness  occasioned  by  liceniioiw 
on  good  authority,  that  a  little  before  the  r€volu-  principles  and  moral  degeneracy.  The  lies  <A 
tion,  a  numerous  assembly  of  French  LUeratif  friendship  were  cut  asunder,  the  daims  of  con- 
being  asked,  in  turn,  at  one  of  their  meetings,  by  sanguinity  disregarded,  and  a  cold-blooded  selA 
their  president,  *'  Whether  there  was  any  such  ishness  pervaded  the  great  mass  of  society, 
tiling  as  moral  obligation,"  answered,  in  every  '*  The  kingdom  appeated  tobediuiged  into  one 
instance,  thaijt  there  woe  not.  Soon  after  that  great  prison;  the  inhabitants  converted  into 
revolution,  the  great  body  of  French  infidels,  who  felons,  and  the  common  doom  of  man  commuted 
then  ruled  the  nation,  not  only  denied  all  the  ob-  for  the  violence  of  the  sword,  and  the  bayonet, 
litialioos  which  bind  us  to  truth,  justice,  and  kind-  and  the  stroke  of  the  guilbtine.f  Such  was  tbe 
uess,  but  pitied  and  despised,  as  a  contemptible  rapidity  with  which  the  work  of  destruction  woa 
wretch,  the  man  who  believed  in  their  existence,  carried  on,  that,  within  the  short  space  <^  ten 
Atheism  was  publidy  preached,  and  its  mon-  years,  not  less  than  three  millions  tiK  human  be- 
sirous  doctrines  disseminated  among  the  mass  of  ings  (on^  half  more  than  the  whole  population 
the  people,  an  occurrence  ahogether  novel  in  the  of  Scotland)  are  supposed  to  have  perished  in 
history  of  man.  A  professor  was  even  named  by  that  country  alone,  chiefly  throu^  t|ie  influence 
Ctiaumette,  to  instruct  the  children  of  the  stale  of  immoral  principles,  and  the  seductions  of  a 
in  the  mysteries  of  Atheism.  ,  De  la  Metherie,  fitlse  philosophy.  The  following  u>  a  briel 
the  author  of  a  Philosophical  Journal,  when  dia-  sketch  of  some  of  the  scenes  to  which  we  afiude, 
cussing  the  doctrine  of  crystallisation,  made  the  drawn  by  one  who  was  an  eye-witness  of  the 
wild  and  hideous  assertion,  "  that  the  highest  and  whole,  and  an  actor  in  several  parts  of  that  hor- 
most  perfect  form  of  crystallisation  is  £Aa<  which  rid  drama.  "  There  were,''  says  this  writer, 
is  mdgarly  eaUed  GwL"  In  the  National  Con-  **  multiplied  cases  of  suicide ;  prisons  crowded 
vention,  Gobet,  archbbhop  of  Paris,  the  rector  with  innocent  persons  (  permanent  guillotines ; 
Vangirard,  and  several  other  priests,  abjured  the  perjuries  of  all  classes ;  parental  authority  set  at 
Christian  religion ;  and  for  this  abjuration  th^  nought ;  debauchery  encouraged  by  an  allowance 
received  appUnaee  and  thejratemed  fcus.  A  priest  to  those  called  unmarried  mothers ;  nearly  six 
from  Melun  stated,  that  there  is  no  true  religion  thousand  divorces  in  the  city  of  Paris  within  a 
but  that  of  nature,  and  that  all  the  mummery  with  little  more  than  two  years ;  in  a  word,  wliaiever 
which  they  had  hitherto  been  amused,  is  only  is  most  obscene  in  vice  and  most  dreadful  in 
old  wives*  fables ;  and  he  wu  heard  with  loud  ferocity.*'* 

appUnm.    The  Convention  decreed,  that "  all  Notwithstandug   the    inces^oC    shouts  of 

*he  churches  and  twiples  of  religious  worship,  *'  Liberty  and  Equality,**  and  the  boasted  illiH 

wown  to  be  in  Pans,  ihouM  be  instantly  shut  minations  of  philosophy,  the  most  baibaroos  per- 

jp,  and  that  every  person  requiring  the  opening  sacutions  were  carried  on  against  tbooe  whose 
jfti  church  or  teonple  should  be  put  under  arrest, 

■■  a  suspected  person,  and  an  ettemv  to  the  Oiwolie. 
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nUgioot   opiniooi  differed    from   the   sTitam  wm&tiwdioiAreftfiMi,  it  cannot,  of  itself,  meiio- 

adopted  by  the   state.      While  infiddity  was  rate  the  morals  of  oMiikind,  or  eounteract  the  li- 

fothrooed  in  power,  it  wielded  the  sword  c^ven-  Centiousness  of  society.    Thoo^^  it  may  be  eon- 

geanoe  with  infernal  ferocity  against  the  priests  sidered  as  a  ray  of  celestial  light  proceeding  turn 

of  the  Romish  church,  who  were   biHcfaered  the  original  Source  of  intelligence,  yet  it  will 

whersTer  found— 4iunted    as  wild   beasts — fre»  fail  in  producing  its  most  beneficial  effects,  un- 

quently  roasted  alive,  or  drowned  in  hundreds  less  it  be  combiMd  with  "  the  light  of  the  know* 

together,  without  either  accusation  or  trial.    At  ledge  of  the  gfory  of  God,*'  as  it  shines  in  the 

Nantz,  no  less  than  S60  priests  were  shot,  and  w<Nd  of  Dirine  Revelation.    Had  such  a  ccn- 

460  drowned    In  one  ni^t,  68  were  shut  up  in  nezion  been  (brmed  between  science  and  religion, 

a  barge,  and  drowned  in  the  Loire.    Two  bun-  ceruin  itis,  that  the  bonds  which  unite  the  social 

dred  and  ninety-two  priests   were    massacred  system  wouki  never  have  been  burst  asmider, 

during  the  bloody  scenes  of  the  10th  August,  nor  the  foundations  of  morality  overturned  by 

and  the  Sd  September,  1792 ;  and  1155  were  such  a  violent  explosion  as  happened  at  the 

guUbtined  under  the  government  of  the  No-  French  revdutioo.    And,  although  I  am  aware, 

tional  Convention*  firom  the  month  of  Septend>er  that  a  variety  of  political  causes  combined  to 

1792,.tin  the  end  of  1795,  besides  vast  numbers,  produce  that  great  convulsion,  and  the  effects 

hunted  by  the  infidel  republicans,  like  owls  and  which  flowed  from  it,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied, 

partridges,  who   perished    in   different  ways,  that  the  principles  of  atheism,  and  a  lalse  philo- 

throughout  the  provinces  of  France.  s<^y  which  had  thrown  off  its  allegiance  to 

Such  were  some  at  the  dismal  effects  which  Christianity,  were  tlie  eA^couiss  which  produce 

flowed  from  the  attempt  to  banish  religion  from  ed  the  licentiousness  and  impiety  whidi  charao- 

scionce,  from  government,  and  from  the  mteiw  terized  the  rulers  and  citizens  or  Fimnce,  under 

oourses  and  employments  of  socie^.     Were  "the  reign  of  terror." 

such  principles  universally  to  prevail,  the  world  It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped,  that  those  who  now 

would  soon  become  one  vast  theatre  of  mischief  patronise  the  intellectual  improvement  of  man- 

and  of  misery    an  immense  den  of  thieves  and  kind,  and  who  wi^  to  promote  the  best  interests 

robbers—^  sink  of  moral  pollution—^  scene  of  of  society,  will  take  warning  from  the  occurren- 

impiety,  mjustice,  rapine,  and  devastation ;  a  ces  which  so  lately  happened  in  the  French  nap 

GcJgotha,  strewed  with  carcasses  and  **  dead  tioo,  during  the  reign  of  infidel  philos(^hy  and 

men's  bones."    AU  confidence  and  friendship  impiety,  and  not  suffer  religica  to  be  dissevered 

between  intelligent  beings  would  be  destroyed ;  from  those  pursuits  which  should  lead  the  mind 

the  dearest  and  most  venerable  relations  would  to  the  contemplation  of  a  Supreme  Intelligence, 

be  violated  by  incestuous  pollutions;  appetite  and ofihe glories ofaniromorul existence.    The 

would  change  every  man  into  a  swine,  and  pas-  moral  Governor  of  the  world  has  set  before  us 

■ion  into  a  tiger ;  jealousy,  distrust,  revenge,  the  horrid  scenes  to  which  we  have  aUuded,  as  a 

murder,  war,  and  rspine  would  overspread  Uie  beacon  to  guard  us  fnun  simihur  dangers,  that  b<^ 

earth,  and  a  picture  of  hell  would  be  presented  ciety  misht  not  again  be  exposed  to  a  ship  ivrsck 

wherever  the  eye  roamed  over  the  haunts  of  men.  so  dreadfiil  and  appalling.    We  have,  surely,  ao 

During  the  period  when  the  atrocities  to  which  reason  to  repeat  the  experiment,  in  order  to  a»> 
we  are  diverting  were  perpetrating,  the  rufSans  certain  the  result.  It  it  written  in  diaraetera 
who  bore  rtile  in  France  were  continually  iraput-  conspicuous  to  every  eye,  and  legible  even  to  the 
ing  to  the  illumination  of  philosophv,  the  ardour  least  attentive  observer,  and  may  serve  as  a 
which  animated  them  in  the  cause  of  liberty ;  and,  warning  both  to  the  present  age,  and  to  every 
h  is  a  truth,  tliat  science  was  enlarging  its  boun-  future  gensration.  Its  effects  are  felt  even  at 
daries  even  amidst  the  horrors  with  which  it  was  the  present  moment,  in  the  country  where  the 
surrounded.  Chemistry  was  advancing  In  its  experiment  was  tried,  in  the  irreligion  and  pro- 
rapid  career  of  discovery,  and  the  celebrated  fligacy  which,  in  its  populous  cities,  still  abound, 
Lavoisier,  one  of  its  most  successful  cultivators,  especially  among  the  middle  and  higher  ranks  of 
vras  inter^ipted  in  the  midst  of  some  interesting  society.  Its  effects  ore  apparent  even  in  ov 
experiments,  and  dragged  to  the  guillotine,  where  own  country ;  for  the  sceptical  principles  and  im- 
be  suffered  in  company  with  t8  farmers-general,  moral  maxims  of  the  continental  phikwophy 
merely  becabse  he  was  rich.  Physical  astrono-  were  imported  into  Britain,  at  an  early  period  of 
my,  and  the  higher  bianches  of  the  mathematics  the  French  Revolution,  when  the  Bible  was 
were  advancing  under  the  investigations  of  La  discarded  by  multitudee,  as  an  antiquated  impo^ 
Place ;  geodetlcal  operations  were  carrying  for-  ture,  and  committed  to  the  flames ;  and  it  is, 
ward,  on  an  extensive  scale ;  and  the  physical  doubtless,  owing  in  part,  to  the  influence  of  these 
sciences,  in  general,  under  the  hands  of  nume-  principles,  that,  in  organizing  institntiona  for 
rous  ndti  vators ,  were  going  on  towards  periee-  the  diffuskm  of  knowledge  a?nong  the  lower  ranks, 
tion.  Hot,  while  this  oircumstanoe  riiows,  that  attempts  have  been  made  to  sepanrte  seienes 
aeienee  B»y  advance  in  the  midst  of  irreligion^  from  its  references  to  the  Creator,  and  from  all 
h  ptwvea,  at  the  some  time,  that,  willhoiif  Mv  its  eonnedons  with  revealed  rsligion.    it  is. 
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ih«relbr«,  the  duty  of  every  mail  who  loTee  hia  too  many  kutances,  have  expoaed  the  Cbitatiar 
apeciea,  and  who  has  a  regard  for  the  welfare  and  world  to  the  aoeera  of  infidels,  and  the  acoffa  of  the 
proapofity  of  his  country,  to  use  his  influence  in  profane.— Nor,  in  the  next  place,  would  we  con- 
endeavouring  to  establish  the  literary  and  acien-  aider  it  as  either  judicious  or  expedient,  to  al- 
ti6c  instruction  of  the  community  on  the  broad  tempt  U>  foist  in  oven  the  essential  doctrines  of 
basis  of  the  doctrines  of  revelation,  and  of  those  Christianity,  on  every  oocasion,  when  the  sub- 
moral  laws  which  ha?e  been  promulgated  by  the  ject  of  discussion  did  not  nahiralljf  and  dineilg 
authm-ity  of  the  Governor  of  the  universe,  whidi  lead  to  their  introduction,  or  to  some  allusions  to 
are  calculated  to  secure  the  nwral  order,  and  to  them.  Such  attempts  generally  firustratethe  end 
promote  the  happiness  of  intelligent  agents,  intended,  and  are  equally  displeasing  to  the  man 
throughout  every  province  of  the  Divine  empire.  cftaste,andtothoenlighlenedGhrisiiaa.— Wlttt 

"  When  we  look  at  plans  of  education,''  (says  we  understand  by  connecting  science  with  reii- 

an  intelligent  writer)  **  matured,  or  in  progress,  gioi^  will  appear  in  the  following  observmtiooa : — 
which  are  likely  to  concentrate  the  naionai  tn^ 

uOtet,  and  form  the  ruUianal  taatef  and  engross        I.  As  science  has  it  for  one  of  ita  highest  ob- 

the  daily  leisure  of  the  peasant  or  artisan,  on  jects  to  investigate  the  works  of  the  Creator,— 

principles  of  virtual  exclusion  to  every  thing  spe-  an  opportunity  thmdd  be  taken,  when   imparting 

cifically  Christian,  when  we  see  this  grievous  scientific  instructions,  ofadvaiing  to  the  atln- 

and  deadly  deficiency  attaching  to  schemes  of  be*  butMoftheDeity  a*  dupla^edmhi^optniioiiM, 

nevolence,  which  are  otherwise  pure  and  splen-  The  character  of  the  Divine  Being,  and  the  per- 

did,  receiving  the  sanction  of  puUic  recognition,  fections  be  displays,  are,  in  every  point  of  view, 

countenanced  or  winked  at  by  the  mightiest  of  the  most  interesting  of  all  human  investigationai 

scholars,  and  noost  iUbstrious  of  statesmen,  and  The  system  of  nature,  in  all  its  parte  and  process 

thus  put  in  condition  for  traversing  the  land,  es,  exhibits  them  to  our  view,  and  forces  them, 

from  the  (me  end  to  the  other,  we  dofeel  alarmed,  as  it  were,  upon  our  attention,  if  we  do  not  wit* 

in  no  ordinary  degree,  at  the  effects  that  are  fully  shot  our  eyes  on  the  light  which  emanates 

likely  to  follow  it ;  and  couki  we  influence  the  from  an  invisible  Divinity  through  his  visible 

consultations  in  which  the  whole  originates^  would  operations.    The  cooiempUtion  of  this  systeui 

eQtreat  ita  projectors  to  pause  and  deliberate,  even  in  its  most  prominent  and  obvious  appear* 

lest  they  stir  the  elemenu  of  a  latent  impiety,  aaoBa,  haa  a  natural  tendency  to  inspire  the  moat 

instead  of  diapenaing  a  national  blessmg.    We  prdbund  emotions  of  awe  and  reverence,  of  giiH 

dread  not  the  light  of  science,  nor  any  light  of  titude  and  admiration,  at  the  astonishing  displays 

any  kind  which  emanates  from  GKxl  to  man.  it  exhibits  of  Omnipotent  energy,  unsearchable 

On  the  comrary,  we  hail  it  as  a  precious  aoqui-  wisdom,  and  boundless  bene6cenoe.    Sudi  stiH 

sition,  provided  it  be  mingled  and  seasoned  with  diea,  when  properly  directed,  are  calculated  to 

Uiai  which  is  revealed,  as  "  the  true  light  which  make  a  power^  and  interesting  impression  co 

lighteth  tfvery  man  that  cometh  into  the  world ;"  the  minds  oT  the  young ;  and  it  is  doing  then  an 

but,  ir  a  state  of  separation  from  this  better  light,  incalculable  injury,  when  their  views  are  never 

and  jnattempered  by  its  restoring  influence,  we  elevated  above  proximate  causes  and  physical 

are  constrained  to  dread  it,  by  all  the  concern  we  laws,  to  the  agency  of  Him  who  aits  on  the 

ever  felt  for  the  eternal  well-being  of  our  human  throne  of  the  universe.— <*  If  one  train  of  tbink- 

kindred.'**  ing,"  says  Paley,  "  be  more  desirable  than  an- 

To  prevent  any  misconceptions  that  may  arise  other,  it  is  tliat  which  regards  the  phenomena  of 

respecting  our  views  of  the  connexion  of  science  nature,  with  a  constant  reference  to  a  supreme 

and  religion,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  in  the  btelligent  Author.    To  have  made  this  the  rol- 

first  place,— that  we  would  consider  it  prepos-  >ngt  the  habitual  sentiment  of  our  minds,  is  to 

terous  in  the  highest  degree,  to  attempt  the  in-  h&^e  laid  the  foundation  of  every  thing  which  is 

troduction  of  sectarian  opinions  in  religion  into  religious.    The  world  from  hencefiirtb  becomes 

the  discussions  connected  with  science  and  phi-  tt  temple,  and  life  itself  oneoontinned  act  of  ado- 

kisophy.    It  would  be  altogether  irrelevant  to  ration.    The  change  is  no  less  than  this,  that 

the  objects  of  scientific  aaaociations,  to  introduce  whereas    formerly    God    was   seMom    in   our 

the  subjects  of  dispute  between  Calvinists  and  thoughts,  we  can  scarcely  k)ok  upon  any  thing 

Arminians,  Preabyterians,  Episcopalians,  and  without  perceiving  its  relatkm  to  him."    And  is 

Independents ;  and  we  are  of  opiniop,  that  the  luch  a  train  of  thinking  to  be  considered  as  on- 

sooner  sudi  contn^ersies  are  banished,  even  philosophical  ?    Is  it  not,  on  the  cootrary,  the 

from  Atohgjf,  and  fix>m  the  Christian  world  at  poj^ftetion  of  philosophy  bo  ascend  to  a  cause  that 

large,  so  much  the  better  ;  for  they  have  with*  will  account  for  every  phenomenon — to  trace  iu 

arawn  the  minds  of  thousands  fixmi  the  eaunfia^i  inceaaant  agency,  and  to  acknowledge  the  per- 

lo  the  mere  oiremmtoniiaU  of  religioa  ;  and,  b  faetiona  it  displays  ?    Bishop  Wataon  has  wel* 

observed,  "  We  feel  the  mterference  oflbe  Deity 

•  Rev.  D.  Yoi»£-IniratastBiy  Iteayto  8ir  M.  •J«r^»»'«>»''»  ««nnot app^^ 

Holes' CotttemplatToDS.  ^^  of  his  agency  any  where.    A  Made  of  grass  — 
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■ot  Bprin^  tip,  a  drop  of  rain  c«miot  (all,  a  ray  of  The  ToluminottB  work  of  Lc  Pbtehe  compro- 
S^t  eannoC  be  emitted  from  the  sun,  nor  a  parti-  hendi  interesting  deicriptions  of  quadrupedni 
deofsallbe  mited,  vrithanever-fikiling  eympa-  birds,  fishes,  insects,  plants,  flowers,  gardens, 
thy  10  its  fellow,  without  him;  every  tecondary  olive-yards,  c<Mmfield8,  woods,  pasture-grounds, 
cause  we  discover,  is  but  a  new  proof  of  the  rivers,  mountains,  seas,  Ibesils,  nunerab,  the  at- 
uecessity  we  are  mider  of  ultimately  recurring  naosphere,  light,  colours,  vision,  the  heavenly 
to  him,  as  the  one  primary  cause  of  every  thing.  bodies,  globes,  telescopes,  microscopes,  the  hix- 
niustratiotts  of  the  position  for  which  we  are  lory  of  navigation,  systematic  physics,  &c.— in- 
tiow  contending  will  be  found  in  such  works  as  terspersed  with  %  variety  of  beautiful  reflections 
the  following :— Ray's  "  Wisdom  of  God  in  the  on  the  Wisdom  and  Beneficence  of  the  Deity  in 
Creation,*'— Boyle^s  **  Philosophical  and  Theo-  the  arrangements  of  nature.  Ewler^  Leuers 
logical  workSf^'-^Derham's  Astro  and  Physico-  comprehend  popular  descriptions  of  the  most  in- 
Thedogy,"* — ^Nieuwentyt's  Rdigious  Philoeo>  teresling  sufagects  connected  with  natural  (Ailo> 
pher,"— -Le  Pluehe*8  "  Nature  Displayed," —  sophy  and  ethics,  interspersed  with  moral  nsflec- 
Baxter's  "  Matho,"  or  the  principles  of  natural  tions,  and  frequent  references  to  the  truths  of  re* 
religion  deduced  from  the  (Aenomena  of  the  ma-  velation.  CsMioresf,  in  his  French  translation 
terial  world,— Lessor's  IrueUo-Theohgy,  or  a  of  this  work,  carefully  omitted  almost  all  the  pi- 
demonstration  of  the  Being  and  Attributes  of  ous  and  moral  reflections  of  this  profound  and 
Qod,  from  the  strueciire  and  economy  of  insects,  amiable  Philosopher,  as  inconsistent  with  the  in- 
with  notes  by  Lyonet,— Bonnet's  *'  Contempla-  fidel  and  atheistical  philosophy  which  then  pre^ 
tion  of  Nature," — ^Ruler's  "  Letters  to  a  German  vailed.  "  The  retrenchments,"  says  he  "  affect 
Princess,"  ttaniUittd  by  fTtmisr,— 'Pierre's  .  reflections  which  relate  l<>ss  to  the  sciences  and 
"  Studies  of  Nature,"— "  Paley's  Natural  The-  philosophy,  than  to  theology,  and  frequently  even 
ology,''—Adam's  "Lectures  on  Natural  Philoso-  to  the  peculiar  doctirines  of  that  ecolesi&stical 
phy," — Parkes'  "  Chemical  Catechtsro,"  and  communion  in  which  Euler  lived.  It  ia  imns- 
several  others.  The  chief  ooject  of  Rtiqf  is  to  cetssry  to  assign  a  raatonfor  omiatunt  tfthU  de- 
illustrate  the  wisdom  of  the  Deity  in  the  figure  scripticm."  These  omissions  were  supplied,  and 
and  coostmction  of  the  earth,  in  the  structure  and  the  passages  alluded  to  restored,  by  Dr.  Hunter, 
symmetry  of  the  human  frame,  and  in  the  eoono-  in  his  English  translation,  but  they  have  been 
my  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  tribes.  The  ob-  again  suppressed  in  the  late  edition,  published  in 
ject  of  Derfaam,  in  lus  Astro-Theology,  is  to  die-  Edinburgh,  in  two  volumes,  ISmo.* 
play  the  wisdom  and  omnipotence  of  Deity,  as  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  we  have  no 
they  appear  in  the  structure,  arrangement,  and  modem  Rays,  Derharos,  Boyles,  or  Nieuwen- 
motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies ;  and  his  P^ysioo-  tyts,  to  make  the  light  of  our  recent  discoveries 
Thtohgy,  dL  work  ctmnAgnBUtejaentfABtnao-'  in  science  bear  upon  the  illustration^  of  the 
stratee  the  being  and  attributes  of  God  from  the  perfections  of  the  Deity,  and  the  arrangements 
coQsiiuition  of  the  earth  and  atmosphere, — the  of  his  providence.  Since  the  period  when  those 
senses— the  structure,  motions,  respiration,  food,  Christian  philosophers  lefl  our  world,  many  of 
and  habitations  of  animals — the  body  of  roan —  the  sciences  which  they  were  instrumental  in 
the  eooDomy  of  insects,  reptiles,  and  fishes,  and  promoting,  have  advanced  to  a  high  degree  of 
the  structure  of  vegetables.  Though  this  ezceU  perfection,  and  have  thrown  additional  light  on 
lent  work  is  now  considersd  as  somewhat  anli-  the  wisdom  and  inieiligence  of  the  Divine  mind, 
quated,  yet  we  have  no  modem  work  that  can 

fiifly  supply  its  place.    Paley's  Natural  Theolo-  ,  *  As  a  specimen  of  the  omissions  to  which  we  al 

u         1-      ^^ii^..!  i-  :.-  i,:-j  4-^-  «M  -.-._  l™<*s«  the  fo'lowins  passage  may  aufilce .— •*  But  the 

gy,  however  ezcoUent  m  its  kind,  does  n«  em-  ^^^  ^hlch  the  CreatorhS  foriied,  is  subject  S  no 

brace  the  same  extensive  range  of  objects.   Nieu*  one  of  all  the  Imperfections  under  which  *lie  Imsgt 

wentyt  enters  into  a  miqute  anatomical  invesii-  ?u'17^2^?S!;!i«V?K*»?fJ';l»I^^^^ 

.^     -..      .               r.u    I I I     ^ui^u  this  we  discover  the  true  reason  Why  Jnnntte  Wisdom 

gallon  of  the  structure  of  the  human  body,  which  has  employed  several  transparent  suhstarces  In  the 

occupies  the  greater  part  of  his  first  volume ;  and  formation  of  the  eye.    It  Is  thereby  Mcared  against 

•n  tkl  twA  **nMmin«  vnltimM  illiiairaiM  tha  Di-  *"  ^^  defects  whIch  Characterise  every  work  of  man. 

tn  the  two  remaining  volumes,  lUustrates  tfte  lii-  ^^.^,  ^  ^^,^  mhiwit  of  contemplaiJon !    How  petti. 

vine  perfections  from  a  survey  or  the  atmosphere,  nent  that  question  of  the  Psalmist !    He  wJtoJ&nned 

meteors,  water,  earth,  fire,  birds,  beasts,  fishes,  '^  ^  '^H^  ^ISl  •'^  "f  ^^Pf'inted  the  «rr, 

1     .    .L      t     ,    1      J    u''^i\ -  ^r _«..._-  thauM not  heart   The  eye  alone  belns  a  na»ter> 

plants,  the  physfcsal  and  chemical  laws  of  nature,  p,ece  ibatfor  transcends  the  human  undbrstandin^, 

the  ineonoeivable  smalhiess  of  the  particles  of  what  an  exalted  idea  must  we  form  of  Him  who  has 

don,  nay.  on  the  vilest  or  insects!'*   The  Frendi 

*  An  edition  of  Derham's  FkifakO'Thulogy^  hi  philosopher  and  statesman  seems  to  feel  ashamed  of 

two  vols.  svo.  (which  Is  not  very  generally  known)  the  least  alliance  between  philosophy  and  religion, 

was  pnMislwd  In  London  in  1788,  which  contains  when  be  Is  induced  to  dlscanl  such  reflectkms.    He 


•dtfOfenal  fioceslllnstrative  of  modem  discoveries,  a  seems  apprehensive,  as  Dr.  Runtei^xemarks,  that  a 

translation  of  U«e  Qrsek  and  Latin  quotations  of  the  single  drop  of  water  flrom  Rcriptura  would  eontaml* 

original  work,  a  life  of  the  author,  and  sixteen  oop-  nate  the  whole  mass  of  philosophy.   We  wouki  hope 

piNnitate  engravings,  illustrative  of  many  curious  our  British  philosophers  ars  not  yet  so  deeiriy  tlaiy 

tufegaeU  in  the  anima*  nnd  vefeubls  UngOoms.  tnied  with  the  spirit  of  Infldetl^. 
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« 

■ad  the  ooonomy  ot*  the  oniTene.  Ntturml  hie*  what  is  eupremely  periact,  fioitnde  to  fofinilfi 
tory  has  widely  enlarged  its  boundaries ;  our  what  is  narrow  and  weak  to  what  is  unlimited 
▼iews  of  the  range  of  the  planetary  system  hare  and  ahnighiy,  and  what  is  perishing  to  what  ei« 
been  extended;  ihe  distant  regions  of  the  starry  duree  for  stcc.  Such  who  attend  not  to  so  mani- 
firtnament  have  been  more  minutely  explored,  fest  indications  of  supreme  wisdom  and  good* 
and  new  objects  of  magnificence  brought  within  ness,  perpetually  appearing  before  them  wherever 
the  reach  of  our  observaticm.  The  nature  of  they  turn  their  views  or  inquiries,  too  mudi  re- 
light has  been  more  accurately  investigated,  the  semble  those  ancient  philosophers  who  made 
composition  of  the  atmosphere  disoovered,  the  Nighty  MattaTf  and  Chao$,  the  original  of  all 
properties  of  the  different  gases  ascertained,  the  things."  Similaj-  sentiments  were  expressed  by 
powers  of  electricity  and  galvanism  delected,  and  the  late  Professor  Robisoo,  one  of  the  most  pro- 
chemistry — a  science  completely  new*modeUed  (bund  mathematicians  and  philosophers  of  his 
—has  opened  up  the  secret  springs  of  nature^s  age>  "  So  far  from  banishing  the  consideration 
operations,  and  thrown  a  new  light  on  the  econo*  <^  final  causes  from  our  discussions,  it  would  look 
my  of  Divine  wisdom  in  the  various  processes  more  like  philosophy,  more  like  the  love  of  true 
which  are  going  on  in  the  material  system.  Is  wisdom,  and  it  would  taste  less  of  an  idle  cu|i- 
it  not  unaccountable,  then,  that  no  modem  sys-  osity,  were  we  to  multiply  our  researches  in  those 
tem  of  PhyticO'Theohgy,  embracing  the  whole  departments  of  nature  where  final  causes  are  the 
range  of  modern  discoveries,  should  have  pro-  chiefobjectsof  our  attention— the  structure  and 
ceeded  from  the  pens  of  some  one  or  other  of  our  economy  of  organized  bodies  in  the  animal  and 
roost  distinguished  philosophers  ?  Does  this  cir-  vegetable  kingdoms." — **  It  is  not  easy  to  ao* 
cumsiance  seem  to  indicate,  that,  since  the  early  count  ibr  it,  and  perhaps  the  explanation  would 
part  of  the  last  century,  the  pielv  of  philo8<^hera  not  be  Tory  agreeable,  why  many  naturalists  so 
has  been  declining,  Lnd  the  infidel  principles  of  fastidiously  avoid  such  views  of  nature  as  tend 
the  continental  sdiod  gaining  the  ascendency  ?  to  lead  the  mind  to  the  thoughts  of  its  Author. 
Infidelity  and  fiitalism  very  generally  go  band  in  ^e  see  them  even  anxious  to  weaken  every 
hand.  When  the  truths  of  Revelation  are  once  argument  for  the  appearance  of  design  in  the 
discarded,  a  species  of  universal  scepticism,  di^  construction  and  operations  of  nature.  One 
fering  little  or  nothing  from  atheism,  takes  po»-  would  think,  that,  on  the  contrary,  such  appear- 
sessiod  of  the  mind ;  and  hence  we  find,  that  in  ances  would  be  most  welcome,  and  that  w^ 
the  writings  of  such  men  as  Buffon,  Diderot,  thing  would  be  more  dreary  and  camfonlei»s  than 
and  La  Place,  there  is  not  the  slightest  reference  the  belief  tliat  chance  or  fate  rules  all  the  events 
to  Final  Causes,  or  to  the  agency  of  an  AU-per-  of  natiu-e.'*— £/emcnte  qf  Mtthameal  PhUoBO' 
vading  Mind  that  governs  the  universe.  f%,  vol.  i.  pp.  681-2.  We  know  not  whether 
That  the  connexion  between  science  and  theo*  such  sentiments  were  inculcated  from  the  chair 
logy,  we  have  been  recommending,  is  not  a  of  Natural  Philosophy,  which  Dr.  Robison  •• 
vague  or  enthusiastic  idea,  appears  from  the  long  occupied,  by  the  distinguished  philos(^)hei 
sentiments  which  have  been  expreesed  on  this  who  has  lately  deceased, 
subject  by  the  most  eminent  philosophers.  II.  Besides  the  dedoctions  of  natural  religion, 
Throughout  the  whole  of  the  works  of  the  immor*  to  which  we  have  now  adverted— in  our  scienli- 
tal  Newton,  we  perceive  a  constant  attention  to  fie  instructions  there  ought  to  be  a  reference,  on 
Final  causes,  or  to  the  great  purpoaes  of  the  every  proper  occasion,  to  the  leading  truths  d 
Deity.  It  was  the  firm  opinion  of  this  phHoso-  revelation.  There  are  many  scientific  inquirers 
pher,  "  that,  as  we  are  everywhere  encountered  who  would  hare  no  objections  occasionally  to  ad* 
in  our  researches  by  powers  and  efiecis,  which  Tert  to  final  causes,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  Deity^ 
are  unaccountable  upon  any  principles  of  mere  who  consider  it  altogether  irrelevant,  in  the  di^ 
mechanism,  or  the  combinations  of  matter  and  cussions  of  science,  to  make  the  slightest  refer- 
motion,  we  must  for  ever  resort  to  a  Supreme  ence  to  the  fiicts  and  doctrines  detailed  in  the 
power,  whose  influence  extends  orer  all  Nature,  Sacred  Grades.  The  expediency,  or  the  im» 
and  who  accomplishes  the  wisest  and  most  bene-  propriety  of  such  a  practice,  must  depend  on  the 
volent  ends  by  the  best  possible  means.'*  Mac-  yiews  we  take  of  the  datura  of  the  oommnnicn* 
laurin,  the  friend  of  Newton,  and  the  commen-  tions  which  the  Scriptures  contain.  If  the  BiUe 
taior  on  his  Prtnctpia,  expresses  the  fiillowing  is  acknowledged  m  a  mutaHon  frmn  Qod^  its 
sentiments  on  this  subject,  in  his  **  Account  </  truths  must  harmonise  with  the  system  of  nature, 
Sir  I.  Newton's  Discoveries."  **  There  is  —they  must  throw  a  mituallighton  each  other,*— 
nothing  we  meet  with  more  frequently  and  con-  aiM!  the  attributes  of  the  Dirinity  they  respeo- 
siantly  in  Nature,  than  the  traces  of  an  alU  tively  unfold  must  be  in  perfect  accordance ;  and 
governing  Deity.  And  the  philosopher  who  therefore  it  can  never  be  irrelevant,  when  en* 
overlooks  these,  contenting  himself  with  the  gaged  in  the  study  of  the  one,  to  refer  Ibr  illustrap 
appearances  of  the  material  tuiverse  only,  and  tions  to  the  other.  On  the  contrary,  to  emit  d(^ 
the  mechanical  laws  of  motion,  neglects  what  is  ing  so,  from  a  festidioos  compliance  with  what 
most  ejii^lent  -,  and  prefers  what  is  imperfect  to  has  too  long  been  the  established  practice,  would 


MORAL  TENDENCY  OF  SCIENCE.  15^ 

te  a  oiaee  of  faring  incoonstency,  either  in  the  human  mind  if  almoet  overpowered  with  such  » 
laeovogian  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  philosopher  thought.-  When  the  ftoul  is  filled  with  such  con- 
on  ine  other.  We  have  too  much  reaeon  to  sua-  ceptions  of  the  extent  of  created  nature,  we  can 
peet,  tliat  the  squeamishneae  of  certain  scientific  scarcely  avoid  exclaiming,  *  Lord,  what  then  is 
characters^  in  omitting  all  references  to  the  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him^  Under 
Christian  system,  arises  either  from  a  secret  such  impressions,  David  shrunk  into  wrthini^ 
disbelief  of  its  authority,  or  frcnn  a  diirelish  of  and  feared  that  be  should  be  forgotten  among  so 
the  truths  and  moral  principles  it  inculcates.  many  great  objects  of  the  Divine  attention. 

Taking  lor  granted,  then,  what  has  never  yet  His  comfort  and  ground  of  relief  from  this  de- 
been  disproved,  that  Christianity  is  a  revelation  jecting  thought  are  remarkable.  *  But,*  says  he, 
from  heaven,  and  recollecting,  that  we  live  in  a  '  thou  hast  made  man  but  a  little  lower  than 
fountry  where  this  religion  is  professed,  it  follows,  the  angels,  and  hast  crowned  him  with  glory  and 
as  a  matter  of  esnmten^  as  well  as  oidufy,  that  honour.*  David  corrected  himself,  by  catling  to 
all  oursystemsof  instruction,  whether  literary  or  mind  how  high  he  stood  in  the  scale  of  GkxTs 
scientific,  whether  in  colleges,  academies,  me-  works.  He  recognised  his  own  divine  original, 
cbanics'  institutions,  or  initiatory  schools,  ought  and  his  alliance  lo  the  Author  of  all.  Now, 
to  be  founded  on  the  basis  of  the  Christian  reve-  cheered  and  delighted,  he  cries  out,  *  Lord,  hon 
latioo—that,  in  the  instructions  delivered  in  such  gbrious  is  thy  name  !*  **— f  kmentt  of  Me^ 
seminaries,  its  leading  doctrines  should  be  recog-  eAamoctf  Pfuhiopl^f  vol.  i.  p.  665. 
nised,  and  that  no  dispositions  or  conduct  bis  Again,  every  proper  opportunity  should  be 
enoounged  which  are  inconsistent  witb  its  taken  of  illustrating  the  J^ormony  which  subsists 
Boral  pnnciples.  between  the  system  of  revelation  and  the  sy»* 

More  particularly,  in  describing  the  processes  tem  of  nature--betweeo  the  declarations  of  the 

or  phenomena  of  nature,  an  opportunity  should  inspired  writers  and  the  facts  which  are  found  to 

frequently  be  taken  of  quoting  the  sublime  and  exist  in  the  material  tmiverse.     This  subject 

energetic  sentiments  of  the  Ini^ired  writers,  and  presents  an  extensive  field  of  investigation  which 

of  referring  to  the  fiwts  diey  record,  when  they  has  nevor  yet  been  thoroughly  explored,  and 

are  appropriate,  and  ilhisirative  of  the  subject  in  whidi  admits  of  the  most  extensive  and  diversi- 

band.   Tliis  would  tend  lo  ocomect  the  operations  fied  illustrations.    The  facts  of  gtoUgy^-woM 

of  nature  with  the  agency  of  the  Qod  of  nature ;  of  whKh  were  formerly  set  in  array  against  the 

and  would  show  to  the  young,  that  their  instruct-  records  (rf*  revelation— Hire  now  seen  to  be  corro- 

ers  fbit  a  veneration  for  that  Book  which  has  borative  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  Mosaic  his- 

Ghxl  for  its  Author,  and  our  present  and  future  tory  ;*  and  in  proportion  as  the  system  of  na- 

happiness  as  the  great  object  of  its  revelations,  ture  is  minutely  explored,  and  the  physical  sci- 

Why  shouU  the  Bible  be  almost  the  only  bode  ences  in  general  approximate  to  perfection,  the 

from  which  certain  modem  philosc^hers  never  more  striking  appears  the  coincidence  between 

condescend  to  borrow  a  quotation  ?     They  feel  the  revelations  of  the  Bible  and  the  revelations 

no  hesitation— nay,  they  sometimes  appear  to  of  Nature.    And  one  principal  reason  why  this 

pride  themselves  in  being  able  to  quote  from  coincidence  at  present  does  not  appear  complete, 

Plato,  Aristotle,  and  Zeno»  or  from  Ovkl,  Virgil,  is,  that  the  Scriptures  have  never  yet  been  tho- 

and  Lucretius.  They  would  fotA  ashamed  to  bo  roughly  studied  in  all  their  references,  nor  the 

considered  as  unacquainted  with  the  %rorks  of  system  of  the  material  worid  thoroughly  explored. 

Bacon,  Ghdiieo,    Newton,    Halley,  Huygens,  The  facts  of  modern  science,  of  which  manv  of 

Boocovich,  Black,  Robison,Buflron,  or  La  Race,  our  commentators  were  ignorant,  have  seldom 

and  unable  lo  quote  an  illustrative  sentiment  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  elucidation  of  the 

fiom  their  writings ;  but  tliey  seem  to  foel,  as  if  it  inspired  writings,  and  the  sentiments  of  the  sa* 

would  lessen  the  dignity  of  science  to  borrow  cred  writers  have  seldom  been  illustrated  1^  an 

an  illustration  of  a    scientific  position  from  appeal  to  the  diMoveries  of  science.— The  views 

Moses  or  Isaiah,  and  to  consider  it  as  ha  nowise  which  the  system  of  nature  exhibits  of  the  plan 

disrespectful  to  appear  ignorant  of  the  contents  and  principles  of  the  divine  government,  the 

of  the  Sacred  Volume.    Such  were  not  the  sen-  reasons  of  tlie  operation  of  those  destmotive 

timents  and  feelings  of  the  philosophers  to  whose  agents  which  frequently  exert  their  energy  witlw 

works  I  lately   referred,  which  abound   with  in  the  bounds  of  our  sublunary  system,  and  the 

many  beautiful  and  appropriate  sentiments  from  connexion  which  absists  between  ^hffmid  antf 

the  inspired  writings.    Such  were  not  the  feel-  nu^al  evil,  mij^t  abo  form  occasional  subjeeti 

ings  of  the  celebrated  Evltrt  whose  accomplish-  of  investi^tion ;  as  they  are  all  deeply  interest* 

neots  in  science  were  admired  by  all  the  philoso-  ing  to  man  considered  as  a  moral  agent,  and  as 

phsrs  of  Europe ;  nor  were  such  the  feelings  of  the  subject  of  the  moral  administratioa  of  tlie 

the  late  Dr.  Robison,  who  was  scarcely  his  info-  Governor  of  the  Univene. 
rior.    When  describing  the  numerous  nsftute  in 

the  distant  ^^f,^^"^'  ^  "^^  ^  ^  fflnstratlons  of  this  positton,  see  Dr.  CM 

esaarks  with  the  foUowing  refleotioa :— ^t  The  CM^V*  PaiUnson's  OrfmOc  Kmuhtt,  *c. 
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In  the  next  phee.  we  hoid  it  ae  a  matter  of  trilwte  of  adoAtioD,  are  dielataa  of  aalnnl  M 
partiOBlar  importance,  that  the  iaKtruotioqe  of  well  as  of  revealed  religion,  and  that  a  deiet,  were 
•oience  be  conducted  in  aucb  »  manner  aa  to  he  to  act  in  consistency  with  hie  avowed  priaei- 
make  a  ntoral  impr$mon  upon  the  heart.  An  pies,  would  engage  in  daily  prayer  to  the  Qfeaf 
objection  has  frequently  been  raised  by  religioui  Author  of  his  existence.  It  is  expressly  eiyoiiied 
pMple  against  the  study  of  science,  from  its  ten-  in  the  Scriptures,  "  In  all  thy  ways  acknowledga 
dency  to  produce  a  spirit  of  intellectual  pride ;  God,  and  be  shall  direct  thy  steps  ;**  and  it  is  de- 
and  it  can  scarcely  be  denied  that  there  is  some  dared  to  bo  one  of  the  characteristics  of  the  wiefe- 
ground  for  the  objection,  when  the  pursuits  of  ed  man,  "  that  God  is  not  in  alibis  thonghta," 
general  knowledge  are  entirely  separated  from  and  that, "  through  the  pride  of  his  oounteaaneo 
religi(m.  But  the  objects  of  science,  to^  pro-  be  will  not  call  upon  God."  If  we  Srmly  believa 
periffeafhibited,  amdaeeon^anHdwUh  appropriate  there  is  a  God,  we  must  also  beliere  that  he  is 
Ti/UetionBt  have  a  rery  different  tendency.  When  present  in  all  places,  and  privy  to  all  our  thoughts, 
we  consider  the  numberless  multitudes  of  beings  that  all  our  circumstances  and  wants  are  open  to 
which  exist  in  the  univene,  and  the  immense  his  Omnisciem  eye,  and  that "  he  is  able  to  do 
variety  of  processes  incessantly  going  forward  fiff  us  above  all  tlwtwe  can  ask  or  think.'  AU 
in  every  department  of  nature ;  when  we  con-  though  we  are  igntMrant  of  the  precise  physical 
aider  (he  infinite  wisdom  and  intelligence,  far  connexion  between  prayer  and  the  bestowmsat 
surpassing  human  comprehension,  which  tfiey  of  a  farourby  God,  yet  we  ought  to  engage  ia 
display ;  when  we  consider  the  immense  magni-  this  duty,  because  it  is  accordant  with  the  idea  of 
tode  and  extent  of  the  universal  system  of  created  a  Supreme  Being  on  whom  we  are  erery  moment 
beings,  and  the  probability  that  man  stands  near  d^endent,  and  has  therefore  been  acknowledged 
the  lower  part  of  the  scale  of  rational  existence,  by  the  untaught  baiharian,  as  wetl  as  by  the  en- 
and  is  only  like  an  atom  in  the  immensity  of  lightened  Christian ;  beeanse  it  is  positirely  et^ 
creation, — we  perceive  the  most  powerful  mo-  jomed;  because  there  is  a  connexion  established 
tives  for  humiiUjf  and  self-abasement  When  by  the  Creator  between  atktng  and  nedmMg ; 
vre  consider  the  benevolent  arrangements  in  the  because  it  tends  to  fix  our  thoughts  on  the  Onmi- 
dements  around  us,  and  in  the  structure  and  presence  c(  the  Divine  Mind,  to  impress  oar 
functions  of  animated  beings,  and  the  prorision  hearts  with  a  sense  of  the  blessings  of  which  we 
made  tor  their  subsistence,  it  has  a  natural  ten-  stand  in  need,  and  to  excite  earnest  desires  sfter 
dency  to  inspire  the  heart  with  gratiitid§  and  aA  them ;  and,  because  it  is  one  way  in  which  vre 
feetion  towards  Him  from  whom  all  our  comforts  may  hold  a  direct  intercourse  with  our  Creator, 
flow.  And  when  we  reflect  on  the  grandeur  of  I  would  not  envy  the  Christian  feelings  of  that 
the  Deity  as  displayed  in  the  magnificence  of  man  who  can  habitually  engage  in  literary  com- 
his  empire,  and  in  his  incessant  agency  throogh-  positions  or  scientific  discussions,  vntboot  ao 
out  all  lis  provinces,  shouM  it  fiot  inspire  us  knowledging  his  Maker,  and  imploring  his  dine- 
with  reverence  and  adoration,  and  with  a  lirely  tion  and  assistance.  Religion  degeoarates  inu 
hope,  diat  a  period  will  arrive  when  we  shall  somethiiig  approaching  to  a  mere  inanity,  when 
behoki  the  wonders  and  glories  of  his  creation  its  spirit  and  principles  are  not  carried  into  every 
more  deariy  unfolded  ?  Such  sentiments  and  department  of  human  life  and  society,  nor  its  rs- 
emotions,  the  works  of  God,  when  rightly  coo-  qoisitions  attended  to  in  eveiy  seeitiar business  in 
templated,  are  fitted  to  produce ;  and  to  overiook  which  we  engage.  Till  the  principles  of  Chris- 
them  in  our  instruction  to  the  young,  is  to  do-  tianity  be  made  to  bear  in  all  their  force  on  every 
prive  them  of  some  of  the  purest  enjoyments,  department  of  human  actions,  and  especially  oa 
and  some  of  the  greatest  adrantages,  which  fiow  the  business  of  education,  we  can  scarcely  o^ 
from  sdentific  Iraowledge.  When  their  minds  pect,  that  its  benign  tendency  will  be  generally 
are  deeply  impressed  with  such  emotions,  they  appreciated,  or  that  society  will  reap  all  the  be- 
ars in  some  measure  prepared  for  listening  with  nefits  which  it  is  calculated  to  impart, 
reverence  to  the  declarations  of  the  inspired  There  are,  however,  certain  descriptions  of 
volume,  and  for  perceiving  the  force  and  subli-  literaiy  characters,  who,  although  they  coosidsr 
mity  of  the  description  it  gives  of  the  character  it  expedient  to  pay  an  occasional  compliment  to 
of  God.  Christianity,  would  consider  such  remarks  aa 

It  would  perhaps  excite  a  smile  of  contempt  bordering  on  superstition  or  fanaticisn^  When 

in  some,  who  would  spurn  t$  the  idea  of  being  we  talk  to  them  aboot  the  Christian  rlvelatiqn 

ranked  in  the  class  of  iii£dels,  were  I  to  msinnato,  in  general  terms,  they  do  not  choose  to  say  any 

that  our  scientific  meetings  and  lectures  should  thine  directly  against  its  excellence  or  divine  an- 

be  opened  with  prayer,  and  adoration  of  the  Di-  thority ;  but  if  we  descend  into  particaUus,  and 

vine  Being.    It  might  indeed  admit  of  a  doubt,  expatiate  on  any  of  its  fundamental  doctrines,  or 

whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  attempt  such  a  attempt  to  reduce  to  practice  its  holy  requisitioBf , 

practice  m  elks  prsssitf  ttaUpf  towH^,    But  I  we  are  frequently  met  with  a  oontempcuoosaisor, 

nave  no  hesitation  in  affirming,  thaX,  to  admow^  or  a  cry  of  enthusiasm,  and  soroetinkes  with  mr 

«adge  God  in  all  our  puraaits.  and  to  pay  Him  a  baiaogue  against  the  follies  of  Methodism,  sr  of 


IMPORTANCE  OF  RELIGIOUS  TRUTHS.  I61 

BiU«  and  Miationary  Sodatias.  Wa  ara  thiM  a  system  of  hypocrisy,  Buflbn  kept  a  fiitber  coi*- 
«ad  lo  iafer»  with  soma  degree  ofreaaon,  ihat  such  foaaor  almost  coDstantly  with  him,  to  whom  t*m 
characters  have  no  impressiTe  belief  of  the  Di-  was  in  the  habit  of  otMi/Vsatn^,  in  the  same  apart- 
viae  origin  of  the  Christian  system ;  and  it  would  ment  where  he  had  developed  the  Prnuiples  ^ 
be  modi  mors  honourable  and  consistent,  at  once  MaterialUmt  which,  according  to  his  system,  was 
to  avow  their  infidelity,  than  to  put  on  the  mask  an  abnegaiion  of  immortality.  He  also  regularly 
of  dissimulation  and  hypocrisy.  No  individual  attended  mnsa  on  Sundays,  unless  prevented  by 
ooght  to  be  sdbjeeted  to  any  civil  penalties  on  indisposition,  and  communicated  in  the  CAope/ 
aeeoont  of  the  opinions  he  holds,  as  for  these  he  <>f  ^  Oion/t  every  Whitsuntide.  Though  he 
is  accountable  only  to  his  Maker ;  nor  should  heartily  despised  his  priestly  conlbssor,  he  flat- 
any  opinions  be  attempted  to  be  extirpated  by  any  tered  and  cajoled  him  with  pompous  promises, 
other  weapons  than  the  strength  of  reason  aiKl  and  condescending  attentions.  "  I  have  seen 
Che  foTM  of  arguments.  But,  at  the  same  time,  this  priest  (says  SMhelles,)  in  the  absence  of  the 
it  is  requisite,  that  society  should  know  the  lead-  domestics,  hand  over  a  towel  to  the  count,  set  the 
ing  principles  of  any  one  who  proposes  himself  as  dining  table  before  him,  and  perform  such-like 
a  public  iastracter  of  his  fellow-men,  in  order  menial  services.  Buflbn  rewards  these  atteo- 
Ihix  they  may  judge  whether  it  would  be  proper  tlons  with,  /  Iconic  yau  my  dtar  ekild.*'  Budi 
to  place  their  relatives  under  the  instructions  of  was  the  habitual  hypocrisy  of  this  philosopher; 
one,  who  might  either  overlook  Christianity  aU  and,  said  he,  **  it  has  been  observed  by  me  in  afi 
together,  or  occasionally  throw  out  insinuations  my  writings :  I  have  publidied  the  one  after  the 
against  it.  To  act  the  hypocrite,  to  profoss  a  other  in  such  a  manner,  that  men  of  vulgar  capa- 
deoent  respect  for  the  Chrisrian  religion,  while  cities  should  not  be  able  to  trace  the  chain  of  my 
the  principles  of  infidelity  are  fixed  in  the  mind,  thoughts.'*  His  intolerable  wmiiy  and  pom|(o- 
accompanied  with  a  secret  wish  to  undermine  its  sity ,  his  breach  of  promises,  the  grossness  of  his 
foundations,  is  mBoti  and  eontemptibUf  unworthy  cMversatioo,  and  his  numerous  amours  and  in* 
of  the  ONHi  who  wishes  to  be  designated  by  the  trigues,  were  in  perfect  correspondence  with  such 
title  of  philosopher.  Yet  such  hypocrisy  is  not  principtes,  and  the  natural  result  ofthem.  **  His 
at  all  uncommon ;  it  was  particularly  displayed  pleasantries  (says  Sechelles)  were  so  void  of  de- 
by  the  sceptical  philosophers  on  the  continent,  licacy,  that  the  females  were  obliged  to  quit  the 
prior  to  the  French  revolution,  and  avowed  to  room."'*  What  a  scene  of  moral  anarchy  would 
dbalr  most  intimate  associates.  be  introduced,  were  such  prbciplesto  be  uni- 
Ai^bn,  the  natural  historian,  who  appears  to  veisally  inculcated  and  acted  upon  in  socie- 
have  been  an  atheist,  was  also,  according  to  bis  ty !  All  confidence  between  man  and  man 
own  confession,  a  consummate  hypocrite.  In  a  would  be  tAiakecia  and  the  foundations  of  the  so- 
eooversation  with  Jtf.  Hermdt  SeehMeSf  in  1785,  cial  system  undermined  and  destroyed.  .  Tet 
about  four  years  before  his  death,  and  when  he  such  was  the  morality  which  abnoet  universally 
was  hi  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age,  he  de«  prevailed  among  the  continental  philosophers,  in 
dared,  *'  In  my  writings  I  have  always  spoken  of  consequence  of  the  sceptical  and  athebtical  prin- 
the  srtofor ;  but  it  is  easy  to  eflkoe  that  word,  and  ciples  they  had  imbibed.  Truth,  sincerity,  ukh 
substitute  in  its  place,  the  jvoiosrs  of  nofurs,  desty,  humUity,  and  moral  obligation,  formed  no 
whidi  corwiat  in  the  two  grand  laws  of  attraction  part  of  the  code  of  their  morality ;  and  such,  in 
and  repulsion.  When  the  Sarbotmt*  become  aU  probability,  would  soon  be  the  result  in  our 
troublesome  to  me,  I  never  scruple  to  give  them  own  couhtry,  were  the  pursuits  of  sdeoce  and  phi- 
every  satisfoction  they  require.  It  is  but  a  loaophy  to  be  complately  dissevered  from  rali* 
mnmd,  and  men  ara  foolidi  enough  to  be  contend  gion. 

od  wiUi  it.  Upon  this  account,  if  I  were  ill,  and  In  the  last  place,  there  are  several  topics  eon* 
found  my  end  approaching,  I  should  not  hesitate  nected  with  religion,  whidi  might  occasionally 
to  receive  the  sacramen..  HdoHhiM  was  my  in-  be  made  the  subjects  of  discussion  in  scientific 
timate  friend,  and  has  fi-equently  visited  me  at  associations :  such,  for  example,  are  the  eviden- 
Montbart.  I  hate  repeatedly  advised  him  to  ces  and  importance  of  the  Christian  Revdatioo-« 
use  similar  discretion ;  and,  had  he  followed  my  the  physical  and  moral  facts  to  which  it  occasion- 
advice,  he  wook!  have  been  much  happier."  ally  adverts— the  attributes  of  the  Divhiity—4he 
*'  My  first  work  (continued  he)  appeared  at  the  general  principles  of  moral  action — the  laws 
■ame  time  with  VEaprit  dm  £dk»,  MofUtt^uieu  which  the  Creator  has  promulgated  for  preserv* 
nnd  myself  were  tormented  by  the  Sarbonne,  ing  the  order  of  the  intelligent  system,  and  the 
The  president  was  violent.  *  JVhai  hatft  you  fomidation  on  which  they  rest— the  evidences  ibr 
10  emmMr/brjfOurm{fT  iays  he  to  me,  in  an  angry  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  the  eternal  desti- 
tone.  *  JVbcKing' o(  off,' was  my  answer,  and  he  nyofman.  These,  and  similar  topics  might,  on 
was  silenotd  and  perfectly  thunderstruck  at  my 

rndlAranoe.**    U  perfect  accordance  with  such  '  "SVVlSf*i™l?i!??*JP*'***"'^  ft'**-Pt^^ 

*  lifeof  BalRiiktarM.8eelieuas,otteef  hisadmfnns 

In  the  Monthly  Maftaalne  Un  JvOj  1797,  i 
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ctwtala  oorasioDs,  become  subjects  of  investigm-  most,  tlthough  I  were  to  proeecnte  bit 

dongas  they  can  be  iOustrnted  without  entering  on  es  m  tar  m  the  most  distinguished  geniuses 

the  arena  of  (heological  controversy,  or  descend-  have  ever  advanced ;  and  I  must  quit  the  field 

ing  witfayi  the  limits  c^sectarian  opinions.    I  do  of  investigation  before  (he  ten  thounndth  part  of 

not  mean  to  say,  that  they  should  be  discussed  it  is  half  explored.    Had  I  a  prospect  of  ealarf- 

accordioclo  (he  method  of  Forensic  disputations,  ing  my  faculties  and  resuming  my  researches  ia 

by  opposne  parties  taking  different  sides  of  a  a  future  state  of  being,  I  mi^t  engage  in  them 

question— a  mode  of  communicating  knowledge,  with  some  degree  of  interest  and  vigour ;  but  to 

the  tendency  of  which  is  very  questionable— but  one  who  is  uncertain  whether  his  connexion  with 

that  certain  positions  in  reference  to  them  shouM  the  intelligent  univeise  shall  be  ocmtinued  ibr 

be  proved  and  illustrated,  in  a  direct  manner,  in  another  day,  it  appears  quite  prepoeterous,  and 

the  form  of  essays,  lectures,  or  oral  instructions,  tends  to  deprive  me  of  many  sensitive  graiificap 

The  topics  now  specified,  and  those  which  are  tions  which  I  find  essential  to  my  present  enjoy- 

intimatiriy  related  to  them,  are  subjects  of  the  ment.**    What  is  affirmed  of  happiness,  in  ge» 

deepest  interest  and  importance  to  every  indivi-  neral,  may  be  applied  to  knowledge,  one  of  its 

dual  of  the  human  race ;  and,  therefore,  no  valid  ingredients,  that  theexpectation  of  itsfsmioMNcf 

reason  can  be  assigned  why  such  subjects  should  is  indispensably  requuite  to  its  perfection,    ft 

not  be  occasiooiJy  elucidated  in  literary  and  is  the  prospect  of  science  being  prosecuted  in  a 

scientific  seminaries,  if  it  be  one  object  of  such  fiiture  woHd  and  carried  to  perfection,  that  cob- 

institutions  to  promote  the  bappioess-^and  what  fore  a  dignity  on  its  objects,  and  forms  the  most 

is  essentially  requisite  to  it — the  moral  improve-  powerful  motive  to  engage  fai  its  pursuits ;  and, 

ment  of  mankind.  in  this  pomt  of  Tiew,  it  may  be  considered  as 

liPor  example,  is  it  not  in  the  highest  degree  fonning  a  part  of  that  training  which  b  requisite 

important  to  every  human  being,  that  he  should  to  prepare  us  for  the  activities,  the  oontempla- 

be  convimwd  of  his  immortal  destiny,  and  have  tions,  and  enjoyments  of  that  higher  sphere  of 

his  mind  impressed  with  the  realities  of  a  future  existence.    But  where  no  such  hopes  are  indulg- 

world — that  he  should  ascertain  whether,  at  death,  ed,  intellectual  pursuits  are  deprived  of  their 

he  is  to  be  reduced  for  ever  into  the  same  sitaa-  chief  exc^ence  and  importance,  and  the  best  at 

tion  as  the  clods  of  the  valley,  or  transported  to  fections  of  the  heart  of  their  sublimest  objects  and 

A  more  expansive  sphere  of  existence  7    Take  most  exalted  pleasures ;  and  the  more  the  powers 

away  deom  n^an  the  prospect  of  immortality,  and  of  the  mind  have  been  exercised  and  improved, 

you  throw  a  veil  of  darlmess  and  mystery  over  and  the  more  it  feels  itself  prepared  for  a  series  of 

all  the  scenes  of  creation ;  you  reduce  the  moral  rational  enjoyments,  the  more  chagrined  and  dis- 
worid  to  a  scene  of  conAision,  and  involve  the  .  appointed  must  it  feel  when  years  roll  away  and 

ways  of  Ptrovidence  in  a  darii  inextricable  maze ;  it  approaches  the  point  where  it  is  to  sink  into 

yoo  inwrap  the  character  of  the  Deity  in  awful  eternal  oblivion.    Without  the  hopes  of  admia- 

obscurity,  and  terminate  every  prospect  of  b»>  sion  to  future  sources  of  enjoyment,  at  the  hour 

coming  more  fully  acquainted  with  the  magnifi-  of  dissolution,  we  may  assume  an  atr  of  oompo- 

cence  of  the  universe ;  you  reduce  man  to  an  sure,  because  we  are  unable  to  resist,  or  an  air 

smifiNa— to  the  most  inexplicable  phenomenoo  of  fortitude  firon  the  last  efforts  cf  pride ;  bat, 

in  creation,  and  annihflate  the  strongest  motives  in  point  of  fitf;t,  we  can  await  the  eztinction  of 

to  the  practice  of  rirtue.    But  this  is  not  all,  you  our  being  only  with  a  moomful  and  melaneliolj 

remove  the  most  powerful  motives  to  the  pursuit  gloom. 

of  scientific  knowledge;  for,  in  this  case,  you        This  representation  has  frequent^  been  lealis- 

eonfine  its  beneficial  results  merely  to  the  promo>  ed,  in  the  case  of  men  of  cultivated  minds,  who 

tioQ  of  the  comforts  and  oonreniencies  of  the  pre-  had  thrown  aside  the  obligations  of  religion  and 

sent  transitory  life ;  and  the  discoveries  of  the  the  idea  of  a  future  world,  when  they  approached 

order  and  extent  of  the  universe  it  unfolds,  and  the  confines  of  the  tomb,-— of  which  the  ibitowing 

the  speculations  to  which  they  lead,  tend  oidy  to  instances  may  suffice :  Fotoirs,  when  approacb- 

bewikier  and  perplex  the  mind,  when  it  is  cut  off  ing  his  dissolution,  tooked  back  upon  protracted 

fitmi  all  hopes  of  prosecuting  its  inquiries  beyond  years  with  remorse,  and  forward  with  dismay.  ^ 

the  grave,  and  of  beboMing  the  mysterious  scenes  He  wished  for  amihihition,  through  the  dread  of 

of  creation  more  fully  displayed.      On  this  something  wome.    He  attempted  to  imbordea 

ground,  a  man  who  is  exhorted  to  cultivate  an  his  troubled  mind  by  confessing  to  a  priest ;  and 

acquaintance  with  science,  might,  with  some  he  placed  his  hopes  of  peace  with  heaven,  in  an 

reason,  exclaim,  "  Of  what  avaS  is  it,  to  spend  eager  conformity  to  these  rituab  which  he  inees- 

anxiouB  days  and  sleepless  nights  in  acquiring  sandy  treated  with  eootempt    b  a  prerioos  iih 

eeientific  kiMwledge,  when  it  may  be  all  lost  b^  disposition,  he  insisted  upon  sen^nyfor  a  priest, 

fore  to-morrow's  dawn,  or,  at  the  farthest,  after  eootrary  to  the  wannest  remonslranosa  of  hb 

the  lanse  of  a  few  short  years,  when  my  Intel-  firiends  and  attsadaats.    On  rsooveiy,  he  was 

dsetoal  faoulties  shall  be  annihilated?    I  can  ashamed  of  hb  conduct,  and  ridiculed  hb  own 
•eeuire  but  a  few  scattered  firagmenU  of  it  at    yosinanimity.     TUs  paaObiibnity,  bowi 
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f«liin«l  upon  a  retapM ;  and  he  had  a^in  re-  mortgage  part  of  his  estate,  he  thus  ezpresaea 

eoorae  to  the  mHerable  remedy.    He  acknow-  himself:  "  I  regret  that  I  had  not  embraced  the 

isdged  to  Dr»  TVoneAan,  his  phyaiciani  the  ago-  lucrative  pursuits  of  the  law  or  of  trade,  the 

Dies  of  his  mind,  and  earnestly  entreatsd  him  to  chances  of  civil  office  or  India  adventure,  orecsn 

procure  for  his  perusal  a  treatue  written  agsinst  the  fat  dumben  of  the  okardu**    Such  is  too 

the  elerruty  of  Jvhtrt  puni^imerU,    These  fscts  frequently  the  morality  displayed   by  in6delS| 

were  conununicated  to  Dr.  Cogan,  by  a  gentle*  and  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that  the  church  is 

man  highly  respected  in  the  philosophical  world,  not  altogether  purged  of  them  even  in  the  pre- 

who  received  them  directly  from  Dr.  TVone^;  sent  day.    That  Gibbon's  principles  were  not 

mnd  they  concur  with  many  others,  in  demon-  sufficient  to  support  his  mind  in  the  prospect  of 

strating  the  unpossibtUty  of  enjoying  permanent  dissolution,  appears  from  many  expressions  io 

feliciiy  without  the  hopes  and  consolations  of  the  collection  of  his  letters  published  by  Lord 

religion.    M.  Sechelles,  to  whose  narrative  I  Sheffield,  in  which  are  to  be  traced  many  ia- 

lately  referred,  relates,  that,  in  one  of  his  conver-  stances  of  the  high  value  which  he  placed  upon 

sations  with  Bttffony  the  Count  declared,  "  I  existence,  and  of  the  regret  widi  which  he  per- 

bope  to  live  two  or  three  years  longer,  to  indulge  ceived  his  years  to  be  rapidly  passing  away, 

my  habit  of  working  in  literary  avocations.    I  Hitf  letter  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Poeen,  bears 

am  not  afraid  of  death,  and  am  consoled  by  the  every  mark  of  the  despondent  state  of  his  mind 

thought,  that  my  name  will  never  die.    I  feel  at  the  idea,  that,  **auit  now  losty  JtnaUy^  trrs- 

myself  fully  recompensed  for  all  my  labonrs,  by  coverabfy  lott  V*    He  adds,  "I  will  agree  widi 

the  respect  which  Europe  has  paid  to  my  talents,  my  lady,  that  Ae  inwuniaU^  of  the  mul  is,  at 

and  by  the  flattering  letters  1  have  received  from  *nne  timeSf  a  very  comforUMe  thctrine,*^    The 

the  most  exalted  personages.**    Such  were  the  announcement  of  his  death,  in  the  public  priniSi 

consolatians  whidi  this  philosopher  enjoyed  in  in  January  1794,  was  accompanied  vrith  this 

the  prospect  of  the  extinction  of  his  being.    His  remark,  "  He  left  this  world  in  gloomy  despon- 

manu  would  bve  when  he  himself  was  'or  ever  dency,  without  those  hopes  and  con9<4ations 

Mottad  out  from  that  creation  which  it  was  the  which  cheer  the  Christian  in  the  prospects  of 

object  of  his  writings  to  describe !     But,  that  immortality.** — Dr.  A.  Smith,  in  the  account  he 

his  mind  was  not  altogether  reconciled  to  the  gives  of  the  last  illness  of  Hnnui  the  historian, 

idea  of  sinking  into  eternal  oblivion,  may  be  in-  seems  to  triumph  in  the  fortitude  which  he  ma- 

ferred  from  another  anecdote,  related  by  the  nifested  in  the  prospect  of  his  dissolution,  and  he 

same  gentleman.    "  One  evening  I  read  to  Buf-  adduces  a  playfulness  of  expression  as  an  ovi- 

fbn  the  verses  of  IVunnae  on  the  immortality  of  dence  of  it,  in  his  jocular  allusion  to  Charon 

the  soul.    He  smiled.    *Par  dieu,^   says  he,  and  his  boat.    But,asDr.  Cogan,inhistreatiso 

'  religion  would  be  a  v^uabte  gift  if  off  thie  were  on  the  passions,  very  properly  remarks,'*  A  mo- 

fnis.' "  This  remark  evidently  implied,  that  the  ment  of  vivacity,  upon  the  visit  of  a  friend,  wiO 

system  he  had  adopted  was  not  calculated  to  pre-  not  conduct  us  to  the  recesses  of  the  heart,  or 

•ent  so  cheerful  a  prospect  of  fiiturity  as  the  discover  its  feelings  in  the  hours  of  soUtude." 

system  of  Revelation.  It  is,  indeed,  altogether  unnatural  for  a  man  vriw 

Qibban,  the  celebratsd  historian  of  the  Rise  set  so  high  a  value  upon  his  literary  reputatioai 

and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  had  his  mind  and  certainly  very  unsuitable  to  the  momentous 

early  tinctured  with  the  principles  c€  infidelity ;  occasion,  to  indulge  hi  such  childish  pleasantries, 

and  his  historical  writings  are  distinguished  by  as  Hume  is  represented  to  have  done,  at  the 

several  bsidious  attains  on  Christianity,  by  un-  moment  when  he  considered  hfansdf  as  just  about 

&ir  and  unmanly  sneers  at  the  religion  oif  his  tobelaunched  into  non-existence;  and,  therefore, 

country,  and  by  the  loose  and  disrespectful  man-  we  have  some  reason  to  suspect,  that  his  appa- 

ner  in  which  he  mentions  many  points  of  morali-  rent  tranquillity  was  partly  the  effect  of  vanity 

ty  regarded  as  important,  even  on  the  principles  and  affectation.    He  has  confessed,  says  Dr. 

of  natural  religion.    Such  appears  to  have  been  Cogan,  in  the  most  explicit  terms,  that  his  prin* 

his  eagerness  in  this  cause,  diat  he  stooped  to  ciples  were  not  caknilated  to  administer  conaolft- 

the  most  despicable  pun,  or  to  the  most  awkward  tion  to  a  thinking  mind.    This  appean  from  the 

perversion  of  lamtuage,  for  the  pleasure  of  turn-  following  passage  in  his  treatise  on  Human 

ing  the  Scripture  into  ribaldry,  or  calling  Jesus  Nature.     **  I  am  affrighted   and   confounded 

an  impostor.    Tet  he  appears  to  have  been  ao*  with  that  fbrk>m  solitude  in  which  I  am  placed 

tuated  by  the  same  spirit  of  hypocrisy  which  by  myphikwophy.    When  I  look  abroad,  I  fbre- 

4istinguished  Buffon  and  his  philosophical  asso-  see,  on  every  side,  dispute,  contradiction,  and 

dates;  for,  notwithstanding    his   aversion  to  distraction.    When  I  turn  my  eye  inward,  I  find 

Christianity,  he  would  have  felt  no  scruple  in  nothing  but  doubt  and  ignorance.    Where  am  I, 

accepting  an  ofBce  in  theehmrdif  provided  it  had  or  what?    From  what  causes  do  I  derive  my 

-contributed  to  his  pecuniary  interests.    On  the  existence,  and  to  what  condition  shall  I  retain' 

•ccasion  of  his  father  having  been  obliged  to  I  am  confounded  with  tnese  questions,  and  b*> 
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^m  to  raney  myaelf  in  ihe  mqtt  deplorable  condi-  yna  at  no  great  dkCanoe,  he  desired  lliit  a 

lion  imagbablOi  enviroiied  with  the  deepest  might  be  brought,  and  the  Core  do  Sl  Satpioe 

darkness."^  was  introduced  to  him.    He  saw  this  eccleflaa- 

Didtroit  one  of  tho  French  philosophistSi  was  tic  sereral  times,  and  was  preparing  to  malie  a 

a  man   oT  very  considerable  acquirements  in  public  recantation  of  bis  errors,  but  Condoroel 

literature  and  in  the  physical  sciences.    The  and  the  other  adepts  now  crowded  about  him, 

first  publication  by  which  he  attracted  public  persuaded  him  that  his  case  was  not  dangerous, 

notice,  was  a  volume  written  against  the  Chris-  and  that  country  air  would  restore  him  to  health, 

tian  religion,  entitled  Ptntiet  Phihuphiquef,  For  some  time,  he  resistml  their  attempts  lo 

Afterwards,   in  ooqnpany   with  Voltaire    and  bring  him  back  to  atheism,  but  th«^  secretly  hur* 

iVAlefflbert,  he  conducted  the  publication  of  the  ried  him  to  the  country,  where  be  died,  and  a 

JKedannain  EnqfdopiSqutf  the  secret  object  of  report  was  spread  that  he  died  suddenly  on  ris- 

which  was  to  sap  the  Ibundations  of  all  religion,  ing  firom  the  table,  without  remorse,  andwitl^ 

while  the  reader,  at  the  same  time,  was  present*  his  atheism  unshaken. 

ed  with  the  most  splendid  articles  on  the  Belles  Such  are  the  native  effects  of  the  hig^iest  in- 

Lettres,  mathematics,  and  the  diflforent  branches  teUectual  aocomplishments,  and  the  most  briltiani 

of  ^ysical  scienee.    Whilst  a  weak  divine,  to  acquirements  in  science,  when  unaccompanied 

whom  the  theological  department  of  the  woric  with  the  spirit  of  true  religion  and  of  Christian 

was  committed,  was  supporting,  by  the  best  morality.    They  cannot  improive  the  moral  order 

aiguments  be  could  devise,  the  religion  of  his  of  society ;  they  cannot  procure  for  their  possesa- 

oountry,  Diderot  and  lyAlembert  were  overtun^  ors  substantial  enjoyment,  even  in  the  present 

ing  those  arguments  under  titles  which  properly  liie,  and  they  are  altogether  inadequate  to  sup* 

allowed  of  no  such  disquisitions ;  and  that  the  port  and  tranquillise  Uie  soul  in  the  prospect  of 

object  of  these  digressions  might  not  pass  unno-  the  agMiies  of  dissolving  nature.    Notwithstand* 

ticed  by  an^  class  of  readers,  cars  was  taken  to  ing  the  rational  gratifications  such  peraoos  may 

refer  to  them  fiom  the  articles  where  the  qoes-  have  occasionally  enjoyed  in  philosophical  pur- 

tion  was  discussed  by  the  divine.    Here  was  an  suits,  they  must  be  obliged  to  confess,  that-  they 

example  of  that  hjfpoeri^  to  which  I  have  alrea-  have  aequured  no  equivalent  for  those  joys  which 

dy  adverted,  as  characteristic  of  the  sect  of  irequontly  animate  the  hearts  oC  the  most  illite- 

infidel  phikwophers ;  and  the  following  anecdote  rate,  who  are  sometimes  enabled  to  locA  fiirward 

is  illustrative  of  similar  disingenuity,  coupled  to  the  king  of  terrors  without  dismay,  and  to  de- 

with  abnost  unparalleled  imptvience.     In  the  part  in  peace  with  hopes  full  of  immortali^,— 

eourse  of  his  corrsspoodence  with  the  late  Em-  when  the  philosophist  is  obliged  to  exclaim,  "All 

press  of  Russia,  Diderot  mentioned  his  own  li-  is  now  lost,  finally  and  irrecoverably  kjst."    Yet 

brary,  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  Europe,  such  is  the  tendency  of  the  principles  which  are 

although  it  is  supposed  not  to  have  contained  now  in  operation  in  our  literary  and  scientific 

above  a  hundred  volomes.    When  Catharine  seminaries,  and  such  the  resuk  to  which  we  must 

wanted  to  purchase  it  and  make  him  librarian,  be  ultimately  look  forvrard,  should  the  principles  ol 

said,  that  his  constitution  could  not  support  the  religion  be  discarded  from  the  pursuits  of  know- 

eold  climate  of  Potersburgh.    She  oflTered  to  let  Isdge. 

him  keep  it  during  his  lifetime  at  Paris ;  and  the  It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped,  that  all  who  bava 

library  was  soki  for  an  immense  price.    When  a  sincere  regard  for  the  promotion  of  science,  for 

her  ambassador  wanted  to  see  it,  after  a  year  or  the  interssta  of  religion,  and  for  the  welfiune  ol 

two's  payments,  and  the  visitation  could  no  long^  their  country,  will  devote  a  portion  of  their  atten- 

er  be  put  off,  he  was  obliged  to  run  in  a  harry,  tion  to  this  important  sidiject,  and  set  their  faeaa 

dirough  all  the  booksellers*  shops  in  Germany,  in  opposition  to  the  spirit  of  that  sceptical  philo- 

to  fill  his  empty  shelves  with  old  volumes.    It  Mphy  which  has  so  long  debased  and  demoralized 

was  customary  for  Diderot  and  D'Aleoibert  to  the  continental  pbilosopbists.  Were  aU  the  iastruo- 

fi^uent  the  coffee-houses  of  Paris,  and  to  enter  tkms  delivered  in  our  seminaries,  from  in&nt 

with  keenness  Into  religious  disputes,  the  former  schools,  through  all  the  gradations  of  grammar 

attacking  Christianity,  and  the  latter,  under  the  and  parochial  establishments,  mechanics'  insytit- 

mask  of  piety,  defending  it,  but  always  yiekling  tions,  academies,  and  universities,   judiciouslj 

to  the  arguments  of  his  opponent.    This  practice  amalgamated  wiUt  the  principles  of  pure  and  uude- 

was  put  a  stop  to  by  the  p<rfiee ;  and  Diderot,  fil^d  religion,  it  would  doubdess  be  accompanied 

when  reproached  by  the  lieutenant  for  preaching  with  a  variety  (^pleasing  and  benefKial  effects,  h 

atheism,  replied, '*  It  is  true,  I  am  an  atheist,  would  tend  to  remove  the  prejudices  which  a  const- 

indl  glory  in  it.**    But  suieh  principles  will  derable  portion  ofthe  religious  world  still  entertain 

not  always  support  the  mind,  nor  did  they  sup-  against  the  pursuits  ff  scienoer— it  wuuM  lead  U. 

port  the  mind  of  Diderot,  when  his  dissolution  correct  and  rational  views  of  the  Christian  system, 

approached.    When   he  perceived  that  death  and  tend  to  dissipate  diose  foolish  and  supersntiovi 

notions  which   have  too  firequently  been  grafled 

*  Trsatlsa  on  Human  Vatara«  vol  I  p>  tfa.  upon  it,— it  wooU  pramote  the  interests  of gcnnint 
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munhif  •mong  loeiaCy  at  large,— it  would  fit  derive  their  origin, — it  would  introduce  a  geoenJ 
die  inlenor  raalci  of  the  oomniunity  for  taking  a  apirit  of  philanthropy,  and  give  efficacy  to  the 
part  in  the  alective  franchise  and  government  of  means  employed  for  promoting  the  knowledge  of 
their  country,  and  the  higher  ranks  for  promoting  Christianity  throughout  the  world,  and  would,  ere 
the  enactment  of  laws  oonguntal  to  the  spirit  (3'  long,  usher  in  the  period  foretold  in  ancient  pro- 
true  religioD,  and  promotive  of  the  best  interests  of  phecy,  when  "  the  knowledge  of  Jehovah  shall 
the  MUioa,-<-it  weald  tend  to  secure  the  peace  apd  cover  the  earth,  as  the  waters  cover  the  channels 
uanquillity  of  nations  by  undermining  (he  ma-  of  the  deep,"  and  "  when  ri^teousnees  and  praise 
It  passions  from  which  wars  and  contentions  shall  spring  forth  before  all  nations.** 


APPENDIX. 

No.  l.-^Igturtmot  qf  tk»  Dark  Aget,  Pagelg.  parchmeat,or  on  paper  madeofthe  Egyptian  par 

pyrus.    The  latter  being  the  cheapest,  was,  of 

Thb  following  facts,  chiefly  extracted  from  Dr.  oourae,  the  most  commonly  used.  But  after  the 
ELobertsoa's  history  of  Charles  V.,  will  show  the  communication  between  Europe  and  Egypt  was 
low  state  of  literature,  and  the  deplorable  igno-  brdcen  off,  on  account  of  the  latter  having  been 
ranee  which  characterir.ed  the  period  to  which  seixed  upon  by  the  Saracens,  the  papyrus  was  no 
the  text  refers.  In  the  ninth  century,  Herbaud  kmger  in  use  in  Italy  and  other  European  ooun- 
Comes  Palatii,  though  supreme  judge  of  the  em-  tries.  They  were  obliged,  on  that  account,  to 
pi«e,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  could  not  subsoribe  write  all  their  books  upon  parchment,  and  as  its 
bis  name.  As  late  as  the  fourteenth  century,  price  was  high,  books  became  extremely  rare,  and 
Dtt  Guesdin,  constable  of  Prance,  the  greatest  of  great  value.  We  may  judge  of  the  scarcity  off 
man  in  the  state,  could  neither  read  nor  write,  the  materials  fbr  writing  Uiem  from  one  circum- 
Nor  wss  this  ignorance  confined  to  laymen, — the  stance.  There  still  remain  several  manuscripts 
greater  part  even  of  the  dergy  were  not  many  of  the  eighth,  ninth,  and  Allowing  centuries,  writ- 
degrees  superior  to  them  in  science.  Many  di^  ten  on  parchment,  from  which  some  former  writ- 
BiAsd  ecclesiastics  could  not  subscribe  the  ca-  ing  had  been  erased,  in  order  to  substitute  a  new 
Bona  of  those  oouaeils  of  whidi  they  sat  as  composition  in  its  place.  In  this  manner,  it  is 
members.  One  of  the  questions  appointed  by  probable,  several  woiks  of  the  ancients  perisb> 
Ibe  canons  to  be  put  to  persons  who  werecandi-  ed.  A  book  of  Livy,  or  of  Tacitus  might  be 
dates  for  \cAy  orden  was  this— ^'  Whether  they  erased,  to  make  room  for  the  legendary  tale  of  a 
could  read  the  Gospels  and  EpisUes,  and  explain  saint,  or  the  superstitious  prayers  of  a  missaL 
Che  tenor  of  them,  at  least  literally?'*-- Alfred  the  Many  circumstances  prove  the  scarcity  of  books 
Great  complained,  that  (rom  the  Humber  to  the  during  these  ages.  Fhrivate  persons  seldom  pos> 
Thames,  there  was  not  a  priest  who  understood  sessed  any  boi^is  whatever.  Even  monasteries  of 
the  liturgy  in  his  mother  tongue,  or  who  could  considen^e  note  had  only  one  missal.  Lupus,  ab- 
translate  the  easiest  piece  of  Latin ;  and  that  bot  of  Ferriera,  in  a  letter  to  the  PofM,  A.  D.  866, 
from  the  Thames  to  the  sea,  the  ecclesiastics  beseech  eshim  to  send  him  a  copy  <^  Cicero  Dp 
were  still  more  ignoranL  The  ignorance  of  the  OraUm^  and  Qruintilian's  *'  Instimtions,"  "  for," 
elergy  is  quaintly  described  by  Alanus,  an  author  says  he, "  although  we  have  part  of  those  books, 
of  the  daik  ages,  in  the  following  words :— ^'  Po-  there  is  no  complete  copy  of  them  in  all  France.*' 
tills  dediti  gula  quam  glossm;  potius  coUigunt  Tbeprioe  of  books  became  so  high,  that  persons 
tibras  quam  legunt  lil^os;  libentius  intuentur  ofa  moderate  fortune  could  not  afibr^  to  purchase 
Martham  quam  Maroum ;  Hialont  legere  in  Sal-  them.  The  Countess  of  Anjou  paid  for  a  copy 
mono  quam  in  Sobmone^"  i.  «.  They  gave  them-  of  the  Homilies  of  Haimon,  bishop  of  Alberstadt, 
salves  more  willingly  to  tiie  pleasures  of  gluttony  two  hundred  sheep,  five  quarters  of  wheat,  and 
Chan  to  the  learning  ef  languages ;  they  chose  the  same  quantity  of  rye  and  millet.  Even  so 
rather  to  collect  money  than  to  read  books ;  they  late  as  the  year  1471,  when  Louis  XI.  borrowed 
looked  upon  MarAa  with  a  more  affectionate  eye  the  worka  of  Racis,  the  Arabian  physkian,  from 
than  upon  Mark,  and  they  found  more  delight  in  the  fooulty  of  medicine  in  Paris,  he  not  only  de- 
reading  in  Sahnon  than  in  Solomon.  posited  in  pledge  a  considerable  quantity  of  plate, 

One  of  the  causes  of  the  universal  ignorance  but  was  oblig^  to  procure  a  nobleman  to  join 

hiuMelfc 


which  prevailed  during  that  period,  was  the  scar-  with  him  as  surety  in  a  deed,  binding  himself  on* 

city  of  books,  along  with  their  exorUtant  price,  der  a  great  forfeiture  to  restore  it.    When  any 

and  the  difficuhy  of  rendering  them  more  com-  person  made  a  present  of  a  book  to  a  church  or 

The  Romans  wrote  their  books  eitlier  oo  nooastery,  in  which  were  the  only  libraries  dur> 
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tng  MVOTal  ig*!,  it  wif  deemed  &  doofttiTe  of  met,  lo  1456,  with  a  long  tell  tithied  towudilb* 

tiicli  value,  that  he  offered  it  on  the  altar  pro  r^  east,  created  reciprooal  and  etill  greater  aferme 

medio  onwM  «imb,  in  order  to  obtain  the  forgive*  on  the  part  of  the  Cbrittiane.    Pope  Gafixnn  be- 

nees  of  his  sine.  In  the  eleirenth  century,  tlM  art  liered  it  to  be  at  once  the  sign  and  inatrament  ol 

of  making  piper,  in  the  manner  now  become  divine  wrath;  be  ordered  public  prayere  to  be 

oniversal,  was  inrented ;  by  means  of  which,  not  offered  up,  and  decreed,  that,  in  every  town,  the 

only  the  nunbec  of  manuscripts  increased,  but  bells  should  be  tolled  at  mid-day,  to  warn  the  peo- 

the  study  of  tlie  sciences  was  wonderfully  fedli-  pie  to  supplicate  the  mercy  and  fergiTeoesB  ol 

tated.  heaven :  **  ut  omnes  de  precibus  contra  *rurea* 

rum    tyrrannidem    ftindendis    admonerentur. 

No.  IL — FMUh  €mi  Sttptrtttiium  OpmioM  y»-  That  all  people  may  be  admonished  to  pour  out 

^9axiig  ComttM  and  J^ofipset.  P.  18.  supptications  against  the  tyranny  of  the  Turks.— 

See  Mibe's  Essay  on  Comets. 

Aristotle  beU  comets  to  be  6ery  exhalations,  Even  in  modem  times,  many  foolish  and  pro- 
rising  from  the  lower  atmosphere  to  the  upper  or  posterous  opinions  have  been  entertained  lespecfr* 
fiery  region,  condensing  during  tlieir  rapid  de-  ing  these  anomalous  bodies.  In  a  late  penodi- 
scent,  kindling  on  their  near  approach  to  the  cal  publication,  the  writer  of  an  article  on  comets, 
Empyreum,  and  burning  until  exhausted.  Leo-  when  alluding  to  the  comet  of  1811,  proceeds  lo 
nard  Diggt»,  an  Almanack  maker  of  the  (bur-  state  *'  some  singular  changes  and  circumstan- 
teenth  century, aiSrmed of cometa—^*  That  they  cee,*'  which  its  influence  occasioned.  ''The 
■ignifie  corruption  of  the  ayre ;  they  are  signesof  winter,"  says  he, "  was  very  nuM,  the  spring 
earthquake,  of  warres,chaunging  of  kingdomes,  was  wet,  the  summer  cool,  ud  very  little  ap- 
great  dearth  of  oeme,  yea  a  common  deaihof  man  pearance  of  the  sun  to  ripen  tbe  produce  of  the 
and  beast.'*— l^o<2m  supposed  them  spiritSfWhich,  earth;  yet  the  harvest  was  not  deficieat,  and 
having  lived  on  the  earth  innumerable  ages,  and  aome  fruila  were  not  only  abundant,  but  delickms- 
having  at  last  completed  thev  term  of  existence,  ly  ripe,  such  as  figs,  melons,  and  waB-fruit.  Vo- 
calebrate  their  last  triumphs,  or  are  recalled  to  ry  few  wasps  appeared,  and  the  fliee  became 
heaven  in  the  form  of  shining  stars.  In  the  re-  Mind,  and  disappeared  euiy  in  the  season.  No 
cords  of  former  ages,  we  read  of  a  comet  "  com-  violent  storms  of  thond^  and  lightning,  and  little 
ing  out  from  an  opening  in  the  heavens,  like  to  a  or  no  frost  and  snow  the  ensuing  winter.  Yau- 
dragon  with  blue  feet,  and  a  bead  covered  with  eon,  which  has  been  supposed  to  be  indebted  fot 
snakes.*'  And  we  are  tok),  that  **  in  the  year  its  flavour  to  a  dry  and  parched  sonuner,  was  by 
1527,  about  four  in  the  morning,  not  only  in  the  no  means  deficient  in  fat  or  in  flavour.  Bnl 
Palatinate  of  the  Rhine,  but  nearly  over  all  En-  what  is  very  remarkable,**  continues  this  sage 
rope,  appeared  for  an  boor  and  a  quarter,  a  most  observer,  "  in  tbe  metropolis,  and  about  it,  was 
horrible  oomet  in  this  sort.  In  its  length  it  was  of  the  number  of  fomalee  who  produced  twins ;  some 
a  bloody  colour,  inclining  to  saffron.  From  the  had  more ;  and  a  shoemaker's  wife,  in  White- 
top  of  its  train  appeared  a  bended  arm,  in  the  chapel,  produced  four  at  one  birth,  all  of  whom,** 
hand  whereof  was  a  huge  sword,  in  the  instant  &c.  Itc.  And  all  such  "  singular  changes  and 
posture  of  strikuig.  At  the  point  of  the  sword  circumstances,'*  it  would  appear,  according  to 
was  a  star.  From  the  star  proceeded  dusky  rays,  the  fancy  of  this  sapient  Essayist,  **  were  ooca- 
iike  a  hairy  tail ;  on  the  side  of  them  other  rays  sioned  by  the  Influence  of  the  oomet  which  ap- 
like  javelins,  or  lesser  swoids,  as  if  imbrued  in  peered  in  the  autunm  of  1811 !  !** 
blood ;  between  which  appeared  human  &ces  of  The  poets,  likewise,  by  their  bombastic  d^ 
the  colour  of  blackish  clouds,  with  rough  hair  and  scriptions,  have  tended  to  perpetuate  supersti- 
beards.  All  these  mo^ed  with  such  terrible  spark-  tious  feelings.  The  following  is  Du  Bana'k 
Img  and  brightness,  that  many  spectators  swoon-  description  of  one  of  these  visiten. 
ed  with  fear.**— itoMnftiirgi  <*  EmmpUi  Gome- 
^^trum,  M  Here,  In  the  nl^t,  appears  a  flamtng  splrsi 

The  comet  of  1464,  seen  at  Gonstaminople,  Thef^'  *  fl«rce  dragon»  folded  all  onflre ; 

•MHiiMl  t)MM  t A  h.  mmAtM.  in  til.  i:.«..»M*  £^  "•'••  ^*b  tong  bloodr  hairs,  a blaainff  alar 

seemed  tbere  to  be  movmg  m  the  firmament,  from  Threateni  the  world  with  fkmtne,  placue,  and  wart 

west  to  east,  and  to  present  the  aspect  of  a  flam-  To  princes  death,  to  kingdoms  many  crosses  t 

ingsword      Prom  it.  gr^t  magnitude,  it  is  said  K  jjlir^l?  J^^'yin^jgT^VK.pu.,  ..^., 

even  to  have  eclipoed  the  moon,  and  created  To8aUort8tonn8,iodUeselvUtzeaioas." 
among  the  Turks  tbe  utmost  consternation,  as 

it  was  thought  to  prognosticate  nothing  len  than  The  folbwtng  extract  fi«m  "  Tully*!*  £«Mn 
a  crusade  from  all  tbe  kingdoms  of  Christendom,  from  TVtpoh',**  contains  a  picturesqae  deecrip- 
and  forbode  the  certam  overtlurow  of  the  ere-  tion  of  a  waiar  sefipee,  and  the  effects  it  prodaced 
seent.  Only  two  Tears  afterwards,  when,  nou  on  the  inhabitants  of  Baibary. 
withstanding  these  direful  omens,  the  Turkish  "  I  cannot  here  omit  describing  what  an  eztrip 
arms  had  proved  eminently  victorious,  and  were  ordinary  impression  an  eclipse  makes  on  the  on- 
spreading  dinnay  over  all  Earooe,  Hal]ey*s  oo«  informed  part  of  the  inbabitania  of  this  tooMy 
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or  thit  we  had  oonlar  proof  during  the  great  yinced  of  by  his  great  emroettneM,  eonriderably 
eclipse  of  the  ran,  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  abated  their  fears.  To  the  ambassador  it  was  a 
which  was  almost  total,  and  occasioned,  for  serious  case,  as  Lilla  Amnani  is  in  a  very  deli- 
some  miiiutos,  a  gloomy  darkness,  resembling  cate  state  of  hedth ;  hot  the  aocoont  he  gaTe  her 
that  of  midnight.  The  beginning  of  the  eclipie  of  the  phenomenon  entirely  pacified  her.** 
was  seen  at  Tripoli,  at  half  past  seven  in  the  The  above  description  presents  a  melanchoiy 
morning ;  at  half  past  eight,  when  it  was  at  the  picture  of  the  ;ro«s  ^'norancs  even  of  the  ladie$ 
height,  the  face  of  nature  was  changed  from  day  of  modem  Barbery,  and  of  the  consequent  shal- 
lo  night.  The  screech-owl,  not  long  retired  to  lowness  of  their  understandings ;  since  their  &- 
its  rest,  r»-appeared,  and  disturbed  the  morning  thers  and  husbands  considered  it  useless  to  enter 
with  its  ^rielu.  Lizards  and  serpents  were  into  a  rational  account  of  the  phenomenon,  and 
seen  prowling  about  the  terraces ;  and  flights  of  since  they  were  pleased  with  such  an  absurd  and 
evening  birds,  here  called  marahats,  and  held  sa-  extravagant  explanation  of  it.  And,  since  the 
cred  by  the  Moors,  flew  about  in  great  numbers,  higher  ranks;  in  that  country,  are  so  grossly  ig- 
aad  increased  the  darkness.  The  noisy  flitting  of  norant  of  the  order  of  luitnre,  and  of  the  causes 
their  wings  roused  the  Moor,  who  had  been  stupi-  of  so  common  phenomena,  in  what  a  state  of 
fled  by  fur ;  and,  when  one  of  these  heavy  birds  mental  darkness  most  the  lower  classes  of  soci- 
(whidi  often  drop  to  the  ground  by  coming  in  ety  be  placed  I  Nor  is  Barbaiy  the  only  country 
oontact  with  each  other)  chanced  to  fidl  at  his  in  which  sudi  ignorance  prevails.  Among  the 
feet,  the  African  woukl  start  aghast,  look  at  it  middling  and  lower  ranks,  in  many  European 
with  horror,  and  set  up  a  hideous  howl.  About  countries,  rapposed  to  be  in  a  moderate  state  of 
eight  o'clock,  when  the  lustre  of  the  morning  was  civilization,  a  simUar  degree  of  intellectual  de- 
completely  Aided,  the  common  Moors  were  seen  basement  will  be  found  to  exist.  The  Croa* 
assembling  'm  ehisters  in  the  streets,  gazing  tians,  who  inhabit  a  certain  district  of  the  Austri- 
wiMly  at  the  sun,  and  conversing  very  earnestly,  an  empire,  make  the  whole  of  their  religion  coo- 
When  the  eclipse  was  at  its  height,  they  ran  sist  in  the  hearing  of  mass  and  the  observance  of 
■bout  distracted,  in  companies,  firing  volleys  of  Xjont ;  and  robbery  or  murder  are  consklered  as 
muskets  at  the  sun,  to  frighten  away  the  monster  more  venial  crimes,  than  to  eat,  during  Lent, 
or  dragon,  as  they  called  it,  by  which  they  sup-  with  a  spoon  that  has  been  dipped  in  broth.  The 
posed  it  was  being  devoured.  At  that  moment,  Morlaochi,  who  occupy  another  district  of  the 
tfie  Moorish  song  of  death  and  isoffioA^^oo,  or  same  empire,  are  described  by  geographers,  as 
the  howl  they  make  for  the  dead,  not  only  re-  extremely  superstitious  In  their  religious  opinidos, 
founded  firom  the  mountains  and  vjilleys  of  Tri-  and  as  firmly  belie vuig  in  ghosts  and  witches, 
pott,  but  was  undoubtedly  re-echoed  throughout  -in  sorceries  and  enchantments,  and  in  every 
the  continent  of  Africa,  The  women  brought  speciesofsttpematuralageiicy,e^ile  they  are  ig- 
inlo  the  streets  ail  the  brass  pans,  kettles,  uid  norant  of  the  causes  of  the  most  common  pbeno- 
iroo  utensils,  they  oould  collect ;  and,  striking  on  mena  of  nature, 
ibem  with  all  their  force,  and  screaming  at  the 

Mune  time,  occasioned  a  horrid  noise,  that  was  No.  lll.'—AhmtrdUiet  qf  Aatrologgf,  P.  19,  Itc. 
beard  for  miles.    Many  of  these  women,  owing 

to  their  exertions  and  fim,  fell  into  fits,  or  fiiint-  Mr.  Varley's  **  Zodiacal  Physiognomy,**  re- 
ed. The  distress  and  terror  of  the  Moors  did  finred  to  in  a  note,  p.  19)  pretends  to  decide,  that 
not  in  the  least  abate,  till  near  nine  o'clock,  when  .  the  various  signs  of  the  zodiae  create  a  great  di» 
the  sun  assured  them,  by  his  refiilgent  beams,  that  versity  in  the  features  and  complexions  of  human 
•D  his  dangers  were  passed.  beings ;  and  have,  in  &ct,  snch  influence  over 
"  During  the  morning  and  the  day,  the  atmoe-  ^Se  destinies  of  the  human  race,  that  the  system 
phere  was  uncommonly  clear,  even  for  a  Barba-  may  be  fairly  styled,  **  the  phrenok>cy  of  the 
ry  sky,  which  rendered  the  efl(»cts  of  this  great  skies.*'  The  fi>lk>wing  extracto  ezhibic  a  fbw 
•ciipee  more  striking.  We  learned,  from  Hadgi  specimens  of  the  positions  maintained  by  this 
Abderrahman,  who  paid  us  a  visit  when  it  was  profound  and  enuBu  writer.  **  It  has  been  dis- 
over,  that  the  first  ladiea  in  the  place  had  trembled  covered,'*  says  Mr.  Varley,  **  that  each  signonw 
at  tlM  event,  and  several  were  seriously  ill.  The  fers  a  specific  style  of  countenance,  feature,  and 
ladies  of  his  own  &mUy,  he  saic  had  suffered  complexion,  by  which  appearances,  ak»e,  the 
much  less  at  the  appearance  of  th  edipee,  from  sign  which  was  rising  at  the  east,  at  birth,  can, 
the  circumstance  of  bb  being  at  home  with  them ;  oflen  without  any  other  help,  be  ascertained."— 
for,  though  he  considered  it  would  be  tiseless  to  *'  The  fiery  trigon,  consisting  of  Aries,  Leo,  and 
enter  into  a  philosophical  account  of  it  to  them,  Sagittarius,  contains  the  spirited,  generous,  mag- 
yet  he  assured  them  that  the  moon  went  occ»-  nanimoos,  and  princely  natures.  The  earthy 
sionally  to  see  the  sun ;  and  when  they  met,  by  trigon,  Taurus,  Vbgo,  and  Capricorn,  oonuia 
their  being  so  ekise  together,  the  moon  always  the  carefiil,  sordkl,  and  pemicioui  qnaKtiea ;  the 
interrupted  more  or  less  of  his  light.  This  ao-  aerial  trigon,  Oemini,  Libra,  and  Aquarius, 
It,  M  add,  the  trothof  which  they  ware  ooo-  tain  the  hmnana,  hannooiona,  and 
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prineiplra ;   tinl  the   watery  trifOQ»  Canoari  other  unique  and  precious  relici,  he  will  be  pr«»* 

Seorpio,  snd  Pieces,  the  ODld»  prolific,  cauUoas,  seated  with  sn  engraving  if  the  Ohoat  iff  a  SUa, 

and  severe  qusUUes."    **  Sagittarius,  the  house  together  with  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which 

of  Jupiter,  is  the  only  sign  under  which  no  per^  it  appeared  to  Mr.  Blake  the  artist,  who  drew  it, 

sons  are  bom  having  black  or  dark  hair,  ^es,  and  of  its  astrological  correspondency  and  sig- 

and  eye-brows.**    **I  have  always   uniibnnly  nification.     That  such  jibsurdities  shodd  be 

found,''  says  the  author,  "  those  bom  under  Sa«  published  by  the  first  bookselling  establishment 

gittarius,  to  be  very  fidr,  with  gray  eyes,  and,  in  m  London,  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  cf  the 

general,  of  a  lively,  forgiTing^earted,  and  free  nineteenth  century,  and  be  purchased  by  hun- 

dispositioQs."    Again,  "  Five  minutes'  differ^  dreds,  perhaps  by  thousands,  is  a  proof,  that 

enoe  of  the  tisAe  of  their  birth,  renders  the  mem-  strong  efibrts  are  still  requisite  to  extirpate  the 

hers  of  the  same  family  red-haired,  or  black-hair-  supentitions  of  astrology  fi'om  the  minds  of  many 

ed»  blue-eyed  or  black-eyed,  sordid  or  generous ."  of  oor  countrymen. 

~-*^  Saturn,  at  any  poriod  of  life,  passing  through  , 

the  ascendant,  which  he  does  every  thirty  yean,  No.  IV. — Proofa  of  the  bdi^wkuA  u  atiU  aOa^ 

causes dulness  or  melancholy, for  a  few  weeks,  ei iothtdoetrinta ofjjtntogj^ andifthefei^ 

to  the  native,  and  when  Jupiter  passes  over  it,  nidouM^ffbeU  kpndiiett,    P.  19^ 
the  party  feels  cheerful  and  healthy ;  and  should 

a  party  of  antiquarians,  hundreds  of  yeari  after  a  That  the  predictions  of  astrologers  are  still 
person's  death,  discover  his  grave,  there  mtist  be  believed  by  many  of  our  countrymen  in  the  mid- 
some  planet  or  the  sun  in  conjunction,  or  some  dling  ranks  of  life,  appears  from  the  following  re- 
oUier  aspect  with  his  ascendant." — "  Jupiter  in  cent  occurrences. 

the  third  house  gives  safe  inland  journeys,  and  On  the  2d  September,  1829,  Joseph  Hyatt,  a 

agreeable  neighbours  or  kindred.     The  moon  in  journeyman  printer,  was  summoned  before  Sir 

tlus  house  will  give  constant  trudging  from  one  Peter  Laurie,  at  the  Guildhall,  London,  charged 

place  to  another,  and  is  often  po  posited  in  the  with  assaulting  his  wife,  Philips,  on  the  preced- 

aativities  of  postmen  and  travellers.    Jupiter  in  ing  Saturday.    In  his  defence,  Hyatt  declared, 

the  fourth,  with  Venus,  gives  fixed  or  landed  pro-  that  all  their  unhappiness  proceeded  from  his 

party,  and  a  house  ornamented  with  matters  of  wife  (a  pretty  young  woman  of  eighte«-n  years,) 

taste,  or  of  the  fine  arts.    Jupiter  in  the  fifth,  continually  haunting  the  fortune-tellers,  and  pay 

gives  a  family  of  good  or  clever  chiidren,and  much  ing  attention  to  their  predicticus.    He  produced 

pleasure  in  life  and  its  amusements.    In  the  a  paper  he  had  recently  found,  written  by  an  ai^ 

sixth,  he  signifies  good  servants  and  assistants,  trologer,  to  whom  his  wife  had  ap|died.    After 

good  health,  and  tlMit  the  native  will  be  fortunate  laying  down  the  position  of  the  planets  on  the 

in  small  cattle  and  animals.    Jupiter  in  the  se-  third  of  June,  at  the  moment  she  applied  to  him, 

Tenth,  signifies    a  good  wHe   or  husband,  and  the  astrologer  proceeds, "  The  querant  must  not 

agreeable  dealings  with  mankind  in  making  good  expect  any  thing  to  be  very  kind  to  her  untillate 

bargains,"  &c.  "  Children  bom  under  Mars  have  in  this  year,  say  October  next.    This  day  wiB 

waU/ornud  cAins, — under  Aquarius,  are  fair  and  not  prove  any  thing  kind  or  pleasanu    The  S8th 

amiable, — ^under  Scorpio,  are  dark  with  aquiUna  day  of  this  month  also  will  not  be  fi'iendly.    July 

Motat,  and  greenish  or  gray  eyes."  **  Lord  Byron,  td,  mind  your  pbunny,  and  take  no  joom^,  and 

who  was  bom  under  Scorpio,  received  enough  of  trust  to  no  relative.    The  eighth  day  will  not 

the  reflected  Taurus  principle  to  prevent  his  be  unkind  I  hope.    Look  to  it.    The  thirteenth 

nose  firom  being  aquiline,  and  to  give  to  bis  cha-  day  also  promises  you  pleasure  and  also  profit, 

racter  adegree  ofperverseness  or  eccentricity.*'  Attend  it ;  and  avoid  all  dark  sallow  persons. 

**  Persons  born  under  Aries,  with  Jupiter  in  the  (Her  huriiand  nearly  answered  this  description.) 

first  house,  are  likely  to  succeed  and  be  appreci-  From  such  your  disappointments  most  come. 

«ted  in  England  :  If  he  be  posited  in  Taurus,  the  August  2, 6,  SS,  avoid  them  days — ^may  be  qua* 

native  is  likely  to  succeed  well  in  Ireland ;  if  in  lified  to  give  you  vexation, — avoid  them.    Sept. 

Oemini,  in  London,  of  which  this  sign  is  the  sig^  1,  6,  will  be  unkind,  but  pray  avoid  15,  tO. 

nificator.     Jupiter  in  Cancer  will  give  him  suo  October  4,  avoid  it,  may  be  vexatious.    The  SO, 

cess  in  Scotland  or  Holland,  or  concerns  conned-  21,  27,  28, 29,  SO,  will  be  more  kind,  pray  at* 

ed  with  the  water,  unless  Jupiter  should  be  af-  tend  to  them  and  make  good  use  of  them,  they 

flicted  by  any  tnaUnoUiUpbmatf  or  be  inoombus-  will  not  be  unkind.^'    The  husband  said,  this 

tion  by  being  too  near  the  sun."  fellow  had  predicted  dieir  separation  (or  three 

By  this  time  the  reader  will  be  sufficiently  months ;  what  other  things  he  had  pot  in  her 

satiated  with  the  sage  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  head  be  did  not  know,  but  he  led  a  miserable 

Varley,  in  relation  to  **  Zodiacal  Physioenomy"  life  with  her.— Jlformng-  Cftrsntele,  Sapf.  Sdl 

and  the  Phrenology  of  the  heavens.    If  he  has  1829. 

a  desire  to  pick  up  any  mors  of,  such  precious  On  the  same  day  as  above  stated,  (BepL  2 

ftagments  of  wisdom,  be  will  be  abundantly  gra-  1829)  Ann  Wheeler,  a  servant  girl,  was  brought 

dfied  in  perusing  the  work  itself,  where,  among  to  the  Mandanhomaaf  charged  with  having  at 
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icmptad  to  toter  the  bouM  of  hw  maiter,  at  two  herself  through  theairi  oo  a  broooiKtiok,  or  a  vpc 

c'dock  in  the  noniiiig,  ovor  the  raile.    She  was  to  distant  pUoes  to  attend  the  meetings  el  the 

exquisitely  dressed,  and  wore  an  elegant  sadn  witches.    At  these  meetings  the  devil  always 

oonnet,  which  belonged  to  her  mistress,  and  put  presided.    They  were  enabled  also  to  transform 

on  her  curls  and  6nery,  in  order  to  attend  a*' /by^'  themselves  into  various  shapes,  particularly  to 

in  the  nei|^bouihoodyukl  adoMwledged  that  she  assume  the  forms  of  cats  and  hares,  in  which 

had  been  walking  for  an  hour  or  two  up  and  down  they  BMWt  delighted ;  to  inflict  diseases  on  wbom- 

the  streets  in  conversation  with  her  friend.    In  soever  they  tlmight  proper,  and  to  punish  their 

the  ooone  of  the  investigation  it  was  suited,  that  enemies  in  a  variety  of  ways.    Witchcraft  was 

there  was  found  in  the  corner  of  her  box,  wrapped  universally  believed  in  Europe,  till  the  sixteenth 

up  carefully,  a  document  which  might  have  led  to  century,  and  maintained  its  ground  with  tolerable 

those  unseasonable  and  unfortunate  assignations,  ficmness  till  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth,  nay, 

which  at  last  terminated  in  her  being  brought  to  in  some  countries  on  the  continent,  till  the  mid- 

the  watch-house.    A  paper  was  handed  to  the  die  of  the  eighteenth  century.    Vast  numbers  of 

Lord  Mayor,  in  which  was  folded  a  card,  on  reputed  witches  were  convicted  and  condemned 

which  was  written  the  following  words^—  to  be  burnt  eveiy  year.     The  methods  of  di^ 

"Mrs.  Smith)  No.  49,  Wentworth  Street,  covering  them  were  various.    Oite  was  to  weigh 

Dress  Maker."  th»  supposed  criminal  against  the  church  Bib&, 

"  Lawfiil  questions  resolved."  which,  if  she  was  guilty,  would  preponderate ; 
The  paper  waa  an  aosww  to  the  question,  another,  by  making  her  atttmipt  to  say  the  Lord's 
<*  What  sort  of  a  husband  shall  I  have,  and  bow  Prayer^— (his  no  witch  was  able  to  repeat  en- 
soon  shall  I  have  him  7*^  It  stated,  that  the  tirely,  but  would  omit  some  part,  or  seotenee 
**  interrogator  should  have  a  nice  respectable  thereof.  It  is  remarkaUo,  that  all  wildies  did 
tradesman,  who  should  be  a  most  tender  husband,  not  hesitate  at  the  same  part,— some  leavmg  out 


and  be  the  fother  of  six  children,  of  which  she  one  part,  and  some  another.      TVolt,  through 

choukl    be .  the  happy  mother ; — that    etrlain  which  the  imps  sucked,  were  indubitable  marks 

plandtwatvisibUMtthdr birth, andf  tnoon;u9ie-  of  a  witch;  these  were  always  raw,  and  also 

lien  at  the  HnUt  a  ^ympfem  thai  betokaudftUaty,  insensible,  aiid,  if  squeezed,  sometimes  yielded  a 

ami  thai  the  union  thmUdtake  place  ae  eurely  at  drop  of  blood.     A  witch  ooidd  not  weep  more 

A^or  she  (the  person  who  wrote  the  paper)  had  than  three  tMrs,  and  that  only  out  of  the  left  eye. 

the  powv  of  pndie6ng,**^^Morwng  Chromde,  This  want  of  tears  was,  by  the  witch-finders, 

^i^  34,  1889.  and,  even  by  some  judges,  considered  as  a  very 

The  shove  are  only  specimens  of  many  similar  substantial  proof  of  guilt.    Swimming  a  witch 

occurrences  which  are  occasionally  recorded  in  was  another  kind  of  popular  ordeal  generally 

the  daily  papers.    The  pernicious  tendency  of  practised.     For  this  she  was  stripped  naked. 

Astrological  predictions  on  those  who  are  weak  and  cross-bound,—- the  right  thumb  to  the  left  toe, 

enough  to  give  them  credit,  is  sufficiently  ai^*  and  the  left  thumb  to  the  ri^  toe«    Thus  pre* 

rent  in  the  cases  now  stated ;  having  in  the  one  pared,  she  was  thrown  into  a  pond  or  river,  in 

case  alienated  the  affections  of  a  young  woman  which,  if  guilty,  she  could  not  sink ;  for  hav- 

frora  her  haSnd,  and  produced  cootsntioo  and  ing,  hf  her  oempact  with  the  devil,  renounced 

(amily  disoora,  and  in  the  other,  tantalised  a  the  benefit  of  the  water  of  baptism,  that  ele- 

vain  young  female,  and  brought  her  into  suspi-  meat,  in  its  turn,  renounoed  her,  and  refused  to 

cions  and  dbgracefiil  circumstanoes,  wbidi  may  receive  her  into  its  bosom.    There  were  two 

lay  the  ibundation  of  her  rain,  and  render  her  other  ordeals  by  Jke^  by  which  witches  were 

miserable  for  life.  discovered.;  the  first  by  homing  the  thatch  of  the 

praeticeeof  our  aJLte  mrela^  to  wild^  ^""»»«  any  tnimal  supposed  to  be  bewitched  by 

fvmm  0/  »iir  owewr.  wn  rwi»i«»  w  wMirt-  y^^  as  a  hog  OT  an  OX.    Theso,  it  was  held,  woulA 

"^-    *^-***  force  a  witch  to  confoss. 

By  wkha^  was  generally  understood^— a  The  trial  by  the  tloot  wasanother  method  used 

■upematural  power,  of  which  persons  were  sup-  for  the  detection  of  witches.     It  waa  thus  ma- 

poeed  to  obtain  the  possession,  by  rateriog  into  naged :— Having  taken  the  suspected  witch,  she 

a  compact  with  the  devil.     They  gave  them-  was  placed  in  the  liiddle  of  a  room,  upon  a 

selves  up  to  him,  body  and  soiil ;  and  he  engag-  stool,  or  table,  cross-legged,  or  in  some  other  un- 

ed  that  they  shou!d  want  for  nothing,  and  iiiit  be  easy  posture ;  to  which,  if  she  did  not  submit,  she 

would  avenge  them  upon  all  their  enemies.    As  was  then  bound  with  cords,— there   she  was 

soon  as  the  bargain  was  concluded,  the  devil  d^  watched,  and  kept  without  meat  or  sleep  for 

livered  to  the  witch  an  tntp,  or  fomiliar  spirit,  twenty-fi»jr  hours,  (for,  they  said,  that  within 

to  be  ready  at  a  call,  and  to  do  whatever  it  was  that  time  ihey  should  eee  her  imp  come  and 

directed.    By  the  assistance  of  this  imp,  and  of  anck.)    A  little  hole  was  likewise  made  in  the 

the  d«vil  to|(ether,  the  witch,  who  was  almost  door  for  imps  to  come  in  at,  and,  lest  it  sbouM 

always  an  old  woman,  was  enabled  to  transport  come  in  some  less  discemibke  shape,  tbsy  thai 
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(vatcned  ware  taught  to  be  ever  and  anon  sweep-  craft  is  ftr  greater  than  most  pereon,  who  have 

irig  tno  room,  and,  if  thej  saw  any  spiders  or  not  studied  the  history  of  deroonology,  ean  fi«in 

flies,  to  kill  them,— if  they  ooold  not  kill  them,  any  idea.    From  the  period  in  which  Pope  Is- 

then  they  might  be  aure  they  were  impe.     If  nooeot  VIII.  in  1484,  issued  his  butt  agaiiist 

witches,  under  examination  or  torture,  would  not  witchcraft,  to  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  oeo- 

confess,  all  their  apparel  was  changed,  and  every  tury,  if  we  believe  the  testimonies  of  contempo- 

hair  of  their  body  shaven  off  with  a  sharp  razor,  rary  historians,  Europe  was  little  better  than  a 

lest  they  shouM  secret  magical  charms  to  prevent  large  suburb  or  outwork  of  Pandemonium,  one 

their  confessing.    It  was  a  maxim,  too,  in  these  half  of  the  population  being  either  bewitching  or 

proceedings,  tluU  witches  were  most  apt  to  coo-  bewitched.    Delrio  tells  us,  that  five  hundred 

fees  on  FSidtyt,     By  such  trials  as  these,  and  witohes  were   executed  in  Geneva,  in  three 

by  the  accusations  of  children,  old  women,  and  months,  about  the  year  1515.    *'  A  thommnd*' 

fools,  were  thousands  of  unhappy  women,  con-  sayt  Bartholomeus  de  Spina,  "  were  executed 

demned  for  witchcraft,  and  burned  at  the  stake,  in  one  year,  in  the  diocese  of  Como,  and  they 

A  work,  written  by  Jlf  Thoeat,  was  published  went  on  burning  at  the  rate  of  a  hundred  per 
a  few  years  ago  at  Ments,  entitled,  '*  The  His-  annum  for  some  time  after.  In  Lorraine,  from 
lory  of  Magic,  Demons,  Sorceren,*'  Itc.  which  1580  to  1685.  Remigius  boasts  of  having  burnt 
contains  an  affecting  narrative  of  the  numbers  nine  hundred.  In  France,  the  executions  ftir 
that  ha?e  suffered  for  the  pretended  crime  of  the  same  crime  were  fifteen  hundred  and  twenty, 
magic  and  witchcraft.  The  cases  enumerated  In  Wurtzburg  and  Treves,  the  amount  of  eseco- 
are  proved  fiott  unequivocal  authority.  In  these  tions  in  the  course  of  die  century  preceding 
excesses  of  the  magistrates,  it  appears,  that  fe-  I6£8,  is  reckoned  to  be  15,700.  -  It  baa  beat 
male  sorcerers  have  been  the  greatest  sufferers,  calculated  that  in  Germany  alone,  the  number  el 
Among  other  curious  articles  in  the  collection,  we  victims  that  perished,  from  the  dale  of  Innocent's 
learn,  that  Christopher  de  Runtzow,  a  genrloman  bull  to  the  eighteenth  century,  considerably  ex- 
ofHoIstein,  whose  heated  imagination  had  misled  ceeds  one  hmidfed  ^outand,  Tba  executions 
his  understanding,  eondgiud  mghteen  jmwiu  to  were  at  first  confined  to  erased  oU  women,  or 
the^ames  at  one  HnUt  the  victims  of  a  merciless  unhappy  foreigners,  but  at  length  the  witchcraft 
superstition.  In  a  village  called  Lindheim,  con-  phrenzy  rose  to  such  a  pitch,  and  spread  ao  ei- 
taining  about  six  hundred  inhabitants,  not  less  tensively,  that  the  lives  of  more  exahed  victims 
than  thftjf  were  destroyed  by  fire,  in  the  narrow  were  threatened.  Noblemen  and  abbots,  presi- 
interval  between  the  years  1661  and  1665,  mak-  dents  of  courts  and  professors,  began  to  swell  die 
ing  a  twentieth  part  of  the  whole  population  con-  catal<^ue,  and  no  man  felt  secure  that  he  might 
sumed  in  four  years.  In  this  inhuman  conduct  not  suddenly  be  compelled,  by  torture,  to  bear 
towards  an  unhappy  class  of  persons,  the  author  witness  against  his  own  bnocent  wife  and  chil- 
points  out  Wurtzburg  as  having  firequently  been  dren.  In  the  Catholic  canton  of  Gtarut,  in 
subject  to  welUroerited  reproach.  It  appears  Switzerland,  it  is  said,  that  a  witch  was  burnt, 
from  the  Ada  Magka  of  Naubers,  that  between  even  so  late  as  the  year  1786 !  It  is  impoesiMe 
the  years  16t7  and  1629,  one  hundred  and  twen-  fiMr  any  rational  and  humane  mind  to  oerose  suck 
ty-seven  individuals  perished  in  simiUr  instances  a  list  as  the  above,  without  shuf* '  .  lOg  and  hor- 
of  cruelty  practised  by  fheir  brother  men.  The  ror.  How  dreadful  the  msults  to  which  igMH 
principal  objects  of  such  nefarious  dealings  were  ranee  and  superstition  have  led !— ^md  how  as* 
old  women,  or  travellers,  and  fi^oently  poor  tonishing  the  consideration,— that  judges,  law- 
children,  fix>m  nine  to  ten  years  of  age.  Occa-  yers,  ministers  of  religion,  nobles,  and  personstif 
sionally  sqch  outrages  have  been  perpetrated  on  all  ranks  should  have  given  their  sanction,  with- 
persons  of  some  consequence,— proficients  in  outtheleast  remorse,  to  such  cruelties  and  legal- 
knowledge  above  the  general  standard  of  the  ized  murders ! 

age,  or  such  as  had  acquired  property  by  their  In  Pitcaira's  '<  Criminal  Trials,**  referred  to 
industry  and  genius.  Among  many  others  in  in  the  text,  a  variety  of  curious  documents  is  coo* 
these  shocking  details,  are  the  respectable  names  lained,  respecring  the  proceedings  of  the  Justi- 
of  fourteen  vicars,  two  young  gentlemen,  some  ciary  Court  in  Scotland  against  witdicraft,  sorce- 
eounsellors,  the  largest  or  most  corpulent  man  ry,  and  incantation.  One  of  theee  trials  relates 
fai  Wurtzburg,  and  his  wifo,  the  handsomest  to  a  gentleman  of  fiimily,  Mr.  Hector  Monro 
woman  in  the  city,  and  a  student  or  sdiolar  en-  of  Fowies,  who  wa«  "  indytit  and  accusit  '*  of 
gaged  in  the  study  of  foreign  languages.  Those  "  soreerie,  tncantationnis,  or  wichecraft."  This 
innocent  sufferers  were  fi>equently  put  to  the  tor-  trial  contains  a  complete  specimen  d*  the  super- 
tore.  But  what  most  our  feelings  and  princi-  station  of  the  age.  Mr.  Hector,  it  would  appear, 
pies  incline  us  to  think  of  an  enormity  here  had  sent  for  <*  Johne  M'Connietly-f|ar  and-  his 
ormight  to  our  recollection,  in  the  inatance  of  a  wyffes,  and  Johne  Buaes  wylie,  in  Lytell  Alteisi 
poor  girl,  Maria  Renata,  who  suffered  so  late  aa  thre  notorious  and  commoune  witches."  They 
m  the  year  1749 !  had  been  sent  for  U>  assist  in  restoring  the  health 

The  extent  of  the  judicial  murders  for  witch-  of  Robert  Monro,  a  brother  of  the  said  Uft 
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HMlor,  who  eDtartamed  them  for  five  day*.    It  out  and  eren  ridiculoue.    That  tbore  ever  were 

U  said  in  the  indictment,  that  Uiey  "  poilUt  the  witchee,  that  is,  persone  endowed  with  auch 

hair  of  Robert  Monro,  hie  brotheris  head,  and  powere  as  are  usually  ascribed  to  witches,  is 

plait  the  nailKs  of  his  fingeris  and  tais,**  and  what  no  rational  and  enlightened  mind  can  for  a 

"  socht  be  thair  develisch  meanes  to  hare  cureit  moment  admit    The  actions  imputed  to  them 

him  of  his  sickness ;"  but  it  would  appear,  that  are  either  absurd  or  unpossible.    To  suppose 

the  vteird  maitn  were  by  no  means  successful,  an  ignorant  old  woman,  or  indeed  any  human 

and  were  compelled  to  decamp,  for  "  they  wald  being,  capable  of  transforming  herself  into  a  cat 

haif  vsit  forth  the  rest  of  thair  develisch  craft  was  or  a  hare,  is  to  suppose  her  capable  of  counter^ 

nocht  they  ferit  to  tarie  with  bun  (Hector  Mod-  acting  the  laws  of  nature,  which  u  competent  to 

ro)  be  ressooe  of  his  fader,  (piha  wald  haif  ap-  none  but  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  world.    We 

prehendit  thame ;  and  they  dedarit  to  him  that  might  almost  as  soon  believe  that  such  a  being 

he  was  owre  lang  in  seodmg  lor  thame,  swa  is  capable  of  creating  the  universe.    It  presents 

that  they  oald  do  na  guid  to  the  said  Robert  a  most  humiliating  picture  of  the  imbecility  of 

Monro."    Mr.  Hector,  however,  fell  sick  him-  the  buasaa  mind,  that  such  absurdities  should 

self,  and  had  recourse  to  the  hags  fer  a  cure ;  ever  have  been  believed ;  and  certainly  conveys 

and  as  be  had  an  eye  to  the  patrimony  of  his  no  very  favourable  idea  of  the  kumanify  of  our 

lather,  to  which  he  could  not  succeed  as  he  was  ancestors,  when  they  inflicted,  without  remorse, 

a  younger  son,  he  began  some  incantatioDS,  in  so  many  shocking  cruelties,  sspecially  on  the 

concert  with  the  hags,  to  deprive  his  elder  bro-  tender  sex,  for  suck  lancied  crimes.    Tet,  absurd 

ther,  George  Monro,  of  life,  and  for  this  he  was  as  the  doctrine  of  witchcraft  certainly  is,  it  is  a 

«  delatit,"  also  of  "slaughter.'*    The  indiot-  lamentable  foot,  that  vast  multitudes  of  our  follow- 

laent,  which  is  a  most  remarkable  document,  is  men,  both  in  our  own  country  and  in  other  bmds, 

Sooloog  for  tnsertSoQ.     Joneit  Grant,    Jonett  are  still  believers  in  sorcery  and  witchcraft,  of 

Clark,  and  Bessie  Roy,  nurse  to  the  "  Laird  of  whk^  an  instance  or  two  is  staled  in  the  follow. 

Boquhave,"  are  the  three  next  ladies  who  were  ing  note, 
called  to  account  for  being  ^'fylit"  of  witchcraft. 

The  two  /ensttf  seem  to  have  been  in  parinei^  No.  Yl. -^Proq^  that  th§  bdiifin  witeken^  u 

•hip ;  and  if  the  indictments  are  to  be  credited,  tiUprevaUni  eammg  eertam  elaaam  ofaode^, 
thry  were  guilty  of  no  fower  than  six  "  crewal 

murthers,'*by  witchcraft,  of  the  *'slavchter  and  Notwithstanding  the  degree  of  information 

deetroctionoe  of  saxtene  held  of  aolt,  of  raising  which  prevails  in  the  nineteenth  century,  it  u  a 

the  devil,  of  making  men  cwMolsby  witchcraft,"  melancholy  consideration  that  superitition,  and 

Ite.    For  such   burdened  simeis   as  the  two  a  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  certain  incantations, 

Jonetttf  no  mercy  was  to  be  expected,  and  ao-  still  prevail  to  a  considerable  extent,  even  m  the 

oordingly  th^  were  condemned  to  be  '^  tane  to  most  enlightened  countries.    The  f<Jlowiag  re* 

the  Castle  hill  of  Edinburg,  and  there  werriet  cent  occurrences  will  tend  to  corroborate  this 

at  ane  staik,  and  their  body  to  be  burnt  to  assis."  position,  and  at  the  same  time  show  the  pemi- 

fiessie  Roy,  however,  came  off  with  flying  co-  eious  consequences  which  Irequently  result  from 

lours,  although  she  was  also  indicted  a«  "  ane  auch  a  belieC 

commonne  thief,"  by  means  of  the  "  enchants  On  the  2d  September  18S9,  Laurent  Raim- 

ment  and  slicht  of  the  diuill.*'— The  followiog  u  boult,  a  former  in  the  hamlet  of  Redoire,  Coro- 

Ihe  title  of  a  pamphlet  republished  by  Mr.  Pit^  roune  of  Champire,  in  France,  spent  the  day  b 

caim,  containing  a  moot  extraordinary  narrative,  measuring  wheat  at  the  house  of  Poirier,  his 

"  Newes  from  Scotland,  dedaring  the  damnahle  brother-in-law.    About  eight  o'clock  in  the  even* 

lifo  of  Ihetar  ^hm,  a  notable  sorcerer,  who  was  ing,  he  left  to  go  to  his  own  house,  which  was 

burned  at  Edinburg  in  Janurie  last,  1601,  which  about  half  a  league  from  Poirier*s  bouse.    He 

doctor   was  register  to  the  deuiO,  that  sundrie  carried  a  bag  containing  the  measure  he  had 

times  preached  at  North  Barridtekirk,  to  a  num-  been  using,  wul  a  box  holding  his  (Unner,  which 

berof  notorious  witches,"  Itc.    The  poor  w<v  he  had  not  open^;  for  he  hid  slated  his  inten- 

roan  who  was  most  cruelly  treated  was  Euphane  tion  not  to  eat  till  he  returned  home.     The 

Mackalsane,  a  notable  witch,  who  appears  to  next  momhig  his  corpse  was  found  in  a  meadow, 

have  been  so  notorious  as  to  be  "  bound  to  ane  bordered  by  a  wood,  and  not  very  for  from  his 

staik,  and  brunt  to  assis,  qmek  to  the  death."  own  house.    Hb  body  was  horribly  mutilated, 

**  This,"  says  Mr.  Pitcaim,  **  was  the  severest  his  dothes  stained  with  Uood,  and  there  was  a 

seatsDoe  ever  pronomwed  bv  the  court,  even  hi  large  woond  on  the  back  part  of  his  head.    All 

the  moft  airocioioB  oasee,"  but  poor  Euphane  the  wounds  showed  that  he  had  been  struck  by 

died,  nevertheless,  with  all  the  heroism  and  several  persons  armed  with  contusive  weapons, 

devotedness  of  a  martyr.    &99  Edm,  ZM,  Chau  Near  hhn  the  ground  had  not  been  trod  upon;  his 

July  ltt9.  bag  and  the  thugs  it  contahied  were  carefolly 

To  attempt  a  serious  reftitation  of  the  doi^  laid  by  his  side :  all  proved  that  he  had  not  been 

triaes  of  witchcraft}  wouU  be  altogether  snperflii-  robbed.    Poirier,  wao  has  always  had  a  goud 
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character  in  thtt  part  of  the  oomitry,  was  on  very'  olotb,  acd  two  lif  hted  candtei  placed  od  k ;  thert 

bad  terme  with  Raimboak,  who  pasaed  for  a  «o^  waa  eren  an  end  of  wax  that  bad  been  need  ia 

tfertr.    Some  time  ago,  the  wife  of  Poirier  bad  the  chorch ;  a  hammer  was  placed  synmetricaK 

fltllen  aide,  aa  welt  aa  aeverai  of  hie  cattle.    Poi«  I  j  between  the  two  candlea,  and  on  one  aide  of  the 

rier  did  not  doubt  for  aninstant,  that  theee  aiek*  table  the  witch  laid,  with  a  grave  and  myaterioua 

neaaea  were  ih»  eflfbct  of  aorcery.    He  came  to  air,  the  formidable  book  of  mafic,  ao  weOhnowB 

Angera,  and  conanlted  a  pretended  diviner,  a  by  the  name  of  Little  Albert.    8h9  atill  wanted 

miserable  victim  of  monomania,  who  gave  him  one  thing ;  it  waa  a  plate  filled  with  water,  an 

a  full  water-bottle,  and  told  him  to  take  it  home  which  a  aum  of  400  franca  (10(.  aterling)  waa  to 

with  him,  and  put  it  in  the  very  l>e8t  place  of  hia  be  depoaited.    The  phtte  waa  brought ;— aa  tc 

house.    "  At  Boch  an  hour,'*  aaid  the  diviner,  the  aum,  we  may  remark,  how  difficult  magic 

'*  you  sliottld  recite  auch  and  auch  prayera  before  moat  be  to  practiae,  and  what  attention  ia  requt- 

ny  water-bottle,  and  then  you  will  aee  in  the  aite  to  ita  details.    Grown  pieces  of  aiz  franca 

water  it  containa,  the  likeneaa  of  him  who  has  were  about  to  be  put  into  the  water,  when  the 

bewitched  your  wife  and  your  cattle.**    Poirier  witch  called  oot, '  Take  care  what  you  are  dfr> 

followed  theae  ardera  preciaely ;  and  it  ia  only  ing ;  it  ia  crown  piecea  of  jfee  franca  that  are 

too  probable  that  hia  imagination  being  poa-oo-  wanted.'  She  waa  instantly  obeyed, — ^theerowne 

eupiod  with  tfte  idea,  thia  wretched  man  fiincied  of  five  franca  are  al  the  bottom  of  the  plate, 
he  aaw  hia  brother-in-law  in  the  water-bottle  of        "  Thinga  being  in  thia  atate,  every  body  left 

the  guilty  diviner,  and  thought  he  waa  doing  a  the  houae.    The  witch  remahied  alone  for  about 

aervice  to  his  country  in  ddivering  it  from  a  being  half  an  hour ;  she  then  re-opened  the  dooia,  and 

whom  he  regarded  aa  the  fi'iend  and  fiivourite  <m  aaid  they  might  re-enter*    She  added,  that  all 

the  devil.— Copied/nom  a  Parii  p(q>er,  m  Mtm*  had  aucceeded,  but  that  the  nmlignaat  spirit  that 

tng-  Ckrtm,  8«pi.  88,  I8t9.  had  appeared  bad  carried  away  the  400  fiwica  on 

The  following  occurrence,  in  another  Depart-  withdrawing.    The  wtich'a  hoaband  then  arri* 

ment  of  France,  happened  nearly  about  the  aame  ved;  hia  wife  told,  him  that  tiie  aasembly  waa 

time  as  the  preceding.  made.    '  It'a  all  well,'  said  he ;  *  but  thy  aiater 

'*  It  appears  that  in  the  department  of  Lot  is  at  thy  house,  and  she  wanta  to  see  y#tt,  and  we 
and  GKronne,  and  particulariy  in  some  of  the  must  go  there.  They  went  accordin^y ;  Saba»- 
communes  of  the  district  of  Marmande,  the  the  and  hia  liuBily  a  little  atupified,  wad  the  pa- 
belief  of  aorcery  u  common  among  the  people,  tient  in  the  aame  atate  aa  before.— Theae  were 
John  Sabaihe,  a  peasant,  with  plenty  of  money,  the  facta  which  were  made  known  to  the  Court 
living  in  the  vicinil^  of  Clalrac,  bad  a  aiok  by  indirect  eWdenee,  for  .tfieae  good  folka  took 
dau^ter :  medicine  had  foiled ,  which  ia  nothing  care  to  make  no  complaint,for  fear  of  the  wicdiea. 
extraordinary ;  but  there  remained  magic,  and  The  Court  aentenced  her  to  impriaoomcnt  foi 
Sabathe  greatly  relied  upon  it.  He  applied  to  three  yeara,  and  a  fine  of  fifly  franca.  She  had 
Rose  Peres,  who  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  been  charged  before  the  Royal  Court  of  Ageo  for 
a  witch.  He  stated  the  condition  of  his  daugh-  swindling,under  pretence  of  practising  witchciafV. 
ter;— the  witch  replied,  she  wouki  go  and  visit  —Some  yeara  ago,  the  same  Court  aentenced 
her.  She  went  the  next  morning  to  Sabathe'a  to  cioae  imprisonment  three  or  four  women,  living 
residence,  aaw  the  aick  girl,  and  declared  ahe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Yillereal,  for  having  put 
waa  bewitched.  [Perhapa  ahe  waa  not  so  far  on  the  fire  and  half-burned  a  pretended  iHtch, 
wrong  either,  for  aome  witneasea,  who  were  no  who  would  not  cure  them  of  a  diaease  ahe  had 
doubt  very  apitefol,  gave  it  aa  their  opinion  that  given  them.*— GFoseftedea  Tnbmimm^  aa  qooCed 
love  had  entered  a  little  into  thia  affair.]  What-  in  Jtfem.  Chrm,  Sept.  t8,I8S9. 
ever  waa  the  cauae  of  her  illneaa,  the  witch  pro-  In  both  the  above  casea  we  perceive  an  inn 
miaed  to  relieve  her,  and  aaid,  that  the  thing  waa  plidt  belief  m  the  powera  of  divination  and  sop* 
not  without  a  remedy.  She  told  thera  to  light  eery,  a  belief  which  appeara  to  be  general  among 
a  great  fire,  and  they  would  aee  why  aflerwarda.  the  kmer  ranka  of  aociety ;  and  it  woohl  appear 
Little  as  we  are  initiated  into  the  secrets  of  that  the  profeasion  of  witch  or  sorcerer  ia  pretty 
magic,  wo  know  that  odd  numbera,  eapeci^y  oonnnon  in  the  principal  towna  in  Prance.  In  the 
the  number  fftrea,  have  aingular  ▼irtuea ;  there-  one  inatanoe  thia  belief  led  tc  a  MMMt  atncioaa 
fore  9  multiplied  by  9  must  be  a  nuanber  prodi-  murder,  and  in  the  other  to  a  dextenma  roUbery ; 
giooaly  poweifb).  It  waa  apparently  for  thia  and,  in  thia  latter  caae,  it  wouk)  aeenB^  that,  noi- 
^aaon  that  the  witch  required  nine  large  pebble  withatanding  the  palpable  impoatore  that  waa 
^tonea,  which  ahe  put  into  the  fire,  and  kept  there  practiaed  on  Sabathe  and  hia  family,  theae  aiaa* 
tin  they  were  red  hot  t  ahe  tiien  threw  them  into  pie  people  atiO  believed  in  the  aopMvatural  pow« 
a  Kettle  foil  of  water,  and  the  nyateriooa  vapour  era  of  die  aorcereaa  who  had  ao  barefaeediy  rob* 
that  aroaeaerved  to  perfume  the  patient  that  waa  bed  them,  fbr '' they  took  care  to  make  no  oo«« 
ymg  over  it.  But  thia  waa  only  the  preaonbln  plaint,  firfw  ^  lAe  meeftat.** — ^Nearly  akin  to 
of  oeramoniea  moch  more  importont.  She  had  the  notiona  under  oooaideratien,  ia  the  following 
ttab'e  brought  to  her;  it  waa  covered  with  a  aupentttioB  relating  to  Aaar. 
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Tbt  pnAdod  of  informing  beaiof  any  death  it  danferous  to  have  the  digbteat  lotereourae 

fiiat  takea  place  in  a  iamUy,  it  wall  known,  and  with  hiaiaaily,  even  in  the  way  of  buying  and  eelU 

atiU  prevaUs  among  the  lower  orders  in  England,  ing.    One  morning  hk  semuitHnaid  waa  sent 

The  diaaaorous  coosequeacea  to  be  apprehended  out  for  bread  and  grooeriee  for  breali&st.    After 

from  noo-oompliance  with  this  strange  custom  a  considerabte  time,  she  returned  with  a  pitiful 

iS|  that  the  bees  will  dwindle.and  die.  The  ma»*  oounteoanoe  and  a  heavy  heart,  and  declared  that 

ner  of  communicating  the  intelligence  to  the  lit^-  not  an  article  of  any  description  could  be  obtain- 

tle  community,  with  due  form  and  ceremony,  is  ed.    '*  What,"  says  Mr.  D., "  is  th«re  no  teai 

thi»--to  take  the  key  of  the  house,  and  knock  augor,  or  bread  in  the  whole  village?'*  **  Oyes,'* 

with  it  three  times  against  the  hive,  telling  the  replied  the  maid,  '*  there  is  plenty  of  eveiy  thing 

inmates,  at  tlie  same  time  that  their  master  or  we  want,  but  nobody  will  sell  us  an  article;  they 

mistress,  Jtc  (as  the  case  may  be)  is  dead !  say  we  are  all  witches  and  wizards  and  necro- 

Mr.  Loudon  says,  when  in  Bedfbrdshire  lately,  mancers,  and  t<*«  no  eanay  to  tok  on^  o'  your 

we  were  informed  of  an  old  man  who  sung  a  mon^,"  Mr.  Davidson  and  family,  in  this  case, 

psalm  last  year  in  front  of  some  hires  which  might  have  starved,  had  he  not  bethought  himself 

were  not  doing  well,  but  which,  be  said,  would  of  employing  the  servant  of  an  acquaintance,  who 

thrive  in  consequence  of  that  ceremony.— Jtfo-  was  one  of  his  auditors,  to  procure,  in  her  mas* 

gmmof  Nat,  JIut. /or  1828.  tar's  name,  the  requisite  provisions;  and  this 

The  CoiuliMionntl  (January  1828)  states,  plan  he  was  obliged  to  adopt  during  the  remain* 

that  under  the  influence  u>f  the  Jesuits,  and  with  derof  his  stay  in  that  place.  At  another  lime  his 

the  countenance  of  the  authorities,  kc  the  most  booU  required  to  be  repaired ;  the  servant  took 

bratifying  talea  of  superstition  and  fanaticism  are  them  to  a  shoemaker,  and  they  were  received 

printed  and  circulated  in  the  provinces  of  Prance.  '  by  one  of  the  female  branches  of  his  family ;  but 

One  of  the  ridiculous  narratives  to  which  it  al«  when  the  shoemaker  understood  to  whom  they 

lodes,  details  the  &te  of  a  blaspheming  baker,  belonged,  he  stormed,  and  wns  indignant  at  their 

who,  being  infected  with  the  heresies  of  the  Re-  receiving  any  thing  from  such  a  dangerous  indi- 

rolution,  had  addicted  himself  to  the  commission  vidual.    The  servant  soon  af^er  returned  to 

of  every  kind  of  impiety.    While  his  oven  one  inquire  if  the  boots  were  repaired.  "  Is  the  ost^o- 

day  was  heated,  and  he  was  about  to  put  the  hger'M  boots  mendit  ?"  one  of  the  family  vocif^ 

bread  into  it,  he  vented  his  usual  oaihs  in  the  rated.    '^  No,*' was  the  reply,  "tbey  are  not 

presence  of  two  neighbours ;  when,  lo !  the  dough  mendit,  nor  do  we  intend  to  mend  them,  or  have 

BiiraeokMnly  refused  to  enter,  and  the  baker  was  any  thing  to  do  with  them."    The  shoemaker's 

seised  with  a  coU  shivering,  of  which  he  died  in  wife  desired  the  servant  to  come  in,  and  1^ 

two  days.    In  his  will  he  lefl  600  francs  to  the  lAs  boott  Ken^i  "  for,"  said  she,  '•  I  will  not 

church,  confessed  his  enormities,  and  besought  toueh  them ;"  and  it  appears  that  both  the  shoe* 

the  prayers  of  his  friends. — ^In  another,  we  are  maker  and  his  family  had  been  afraid  even  to  put 

told  of  the  discovery  of  a  miraculous  image,  which  their -fingers  upon  them,  and  doobtleas  imagined 

will  be  a  permanent  source  of  ecdesiastical  reve*  that  the  very  circumstance  of  their  having  been 

noe.    This  image  is  that  of  a  saint,  which  has  received  into  the  hoiMe  wodd  operate  as  an  svil 

been  for  the  last  two  centuries  concealed  in  a  esien. — On  the  day  proviooa  to  his  leaving  that 

rack.    It  was  dtsoovered  by  means  of  a  little  place,  he  sent  his  servant  to  engage  a  chaiso  to 

whito  bird  perched  upon  a  brilliant  crucifii,  which  carry  them  to  the  next  town.    The  servant  toki 

guarded  the  spot.  Smee  the  discovery,  the  lame  the  landlady  of  the  inn  (which  was  the  only  one 

walk,  the  sidk  ars  healed,  and  the  blind  recover  .from  which  a  carriage  could  be  procured)  that  her 

their  sight,  by  resorting  to  the  consecrated  master  wished  to  hire  a  chaise  for  to-morrow  to 

ground.  carry  them  to  N— — .    The  landlady  toU  her  it 

It  is  not  above  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  a^  since  could  not  be  granted.    '*  For  what  reason  T*  said 

the  late  Alexander  Davidson,  A.  M.,  lecturer  on  the  maid.    <*  You  knouf  vary  wefl  wkai  it  thona* 

experimental  phikisophy  and  chemistry,  when  in  son,"  said  the  landlady,  in  a  very  emphatical 

Ireland,  was  moefa  annoyed  by  the  superstitious  tone.    AfUr  the  servant  returned  with  this  reply, 

belief  in  necromancy  and  infernal  agency  which  Mr.  Davids<m  himself  went  to  the  inn,  itdien  the 

still  prevails  among  a  large  portion  of  the  lower  following  dialogue  took  place  between  him  and 

orders  in  that  country.    When  delivering  a  thelanJlady^— **  WeIl,madam}Cattyougiveniea 

course  of  lectures  in  a  small  town  not  fiur  from  chaise  tonnorrow  tocarry  me  toNewry  r*  "  No; 

Londonderry,  the  tnmoor  of  the  experiments  ho  for  our  horses  are  very  tired,  an  they  have  been 

performed  spread  among  the  body  of  the  people,  out  all  day,  and  they  cannot  go  to^nsrrow,"  «0 

many  of  whom  had  listened  at  the  outside  of  the  dear,  madam,  is  that  the  only  reason  f  Too  know 

ball  in  which  he  lectured,  to  the  loud  detonations  veiy  well  Jem  mafcs  Uhsm  go/*    The  kndlady, 

produced  by  electrical  and  other  experiments,  putting  on  a  grave  eonntenance,  ropUad  with  em* 

particolarty  the  explosions  of  hydrogen  gas.  The  phasis, "  JVo  aahtmthatvory  wdL    We  know 

great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  believed  he  wa«  that  yon  oouU  sink  As  Isum,  if  you  chose  todo  iu 

tA  tstrofoger  and  necromancer,  and  considered  Buclsbatt  giveyoutheehtlMylootffyyNMi 
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oTtbe  plaee,  tnd  make  the  town  rid  of  you  ;  butit  the  Muthern  eborei  till  it  approadhed  veij  new  it 

is  more  for /ear  of  you  than  lov9  to  you  that  I  con*  he  then  saw  to  his  great  f urprise,  a  large  par* 

■eat  to  grant  you  my  chaiae.*'— Such  were  the  ab»  pendicular  rock,  where  he  knew  the  diore  waa 

aurd  and  auperstittoua  notiona  prevalent  among  low  and  almoat  flat.    Aa  the  boat  advanced  t 

the  lower  claaa  of  the  Irish  in  1814  or  1815 ;  and  little  nearer,  the  rock  aeemed  to  aplit  perpmdi- 

these  were  not  the  only  instanoea  in  which  they  culariy  into  portioaa,  which  aeparated  at  little 

were  manifeated,  but  only  apecimens  of  whatfi-e-  diatanoes  from  one  another ;  he  next  aaw  tbeae 

fluently  occurred  in  other  parte  of  that  country.  perpendicular  divisions  move,  and  upon  approa^ 

However  clearly  persons  of  education  and  in-  ing  a  httle  nearer,  found  it  was  a  number  of 

telligence  may  perceive  the  absurdity  and  (utility  people  standing  on  the  beach,  waiting  the  arrival 

ofthe  superstitious  notions  and  practices  to  which  of  the  ferry  boat." 

I  have  now  referred, — it  is  a  fact,  well  known  to  Spectret  are  Jhguentfy  oocatdoned  6y  ephm. 

those  who  have  been  conversant  among  the  lower  Gassendi,  the  philosopher,  (bund  a  number  of 

orders  of  society,  that  they  still  prevail  to  a  veiy  people  going  to  put  a  man  to  death  for  haviiy 

considerable  extent  among  the  untutored  ranks,  intercourse  with  the  devil,  a  crime  which  the 

even  of  our  own  country.    Nothing  bat  a  more  poor  wretch  readily  aoknowledged.     Gassendi 

assiduous  cultivation  ofthe  rational  powers,  and  begged  ofthe  people,  that  they  would  permit  bin 

a  universal  difiusien  of  useful  knowledge  among  first  to  examine  the  wizard,  before  putting  him 

the  inferior  classes  of  society,  can  be  expected  to  death.    They  did  so,  and  Gassendi,  upon  ex* 

thoroughly  to  undermine  and  eradicate  such  opi-  amhuition,  found,  that  the  man  firmly  believed 

nions,  and  to  prevent  the  baneful  and  pernicious  himself  guilty  of  this  impossible  crime;  he  even 

consequences  to  which  they  lead.  offered  to  Gassendi  to  introduce  him  to  the  deviL 

The  philosopher  agreed,  and  when  mtdni^t 

No.  VII. — OtrettiMtoices  whieh  haoi  oeeanonm  came,  the  man  gave  him  a  pill,  which  he  said  it 

alfy  Udto  the  btiitf  of  Spectra  and  Apperi'  waa  neceasary  to  swalk>w  before  setting  o£ 

<ioiu.    P.  23.  Gaaieadi  look  the  pill,  but  gave  it  to  hia  dog: 

The  man  having  awallowed  hia,  foil  into  a  pro- 
It  is  certain,  that  indistinct  vision  and  optical  found  sleep,  during  which  he  seemed  much 
illusions  l^ve,  in  many  instances,  been  the  soup-  agitated  by  dreams ;  the  dog  was  affected  in  a 
ces  of  terror,  and-have  produced  a  belief  of  su-  similar  manner.  When  the  nan  awoke  he  ooo- 
pematural  appearances.  When  we  have  no  gratulated  Gassendi  on  the  fovourable  reception 
other  mode  of  judging  of  an  unknown  object  but  he  had  met  with  from  his  sable  highness.  It 
by  the  angle  it  forms  in  the  eye,  its  magnitude  was  with  difficulty  Gassendi  convinced  him  that 
will  uniformly  increase  in  proportion  to  its  near-  the  whole  was  a  dream,  the  effect  of  eoporific 
neaa.  If  it  appeara,  when  at  the  distance  of  medicines,  and  that  he  had  never  stirred  froa 
forty  or  fifly  paces,  to  be  only  a  few  feet  high,  ita  one  spot  during  the  whole  night, 
height,  when  within  three  or  four  feei  of  the  Dmnhnneea  haa  alto  the  power  i^ creating  ap^ 
eye,  will  appear  to  be  above  forty  timea  greater,  paritione.  Drunkenneaa  aeldom  or  never  excitea 
or  manyfathoma  in  dimension.  An  object  of  fear;  and,  therefore,  it  may  at  first  ai^taeem 
this  kmd,  must  naturally  excite  terror  and  asto-  atrange,  that  peraona  ahould  imagine  they  aee 
nishment  in  die  spectator,  till  he  approaches  and  ghosts  when  imder  the  influence  of  intoxicaiiao. 
recognises  it  by  actual  feeling ;  for  the  moment  But  it  is  observable,  that  the  ghoets  which  the 
a  man  knows  an  object,  the  gigantic  appearance  drankard  imagines  he  sees,  he  behokls  not  with 
it  assumed  in  the  eye,  instantly  dimiiushes,  and  the  same  terror  and  alarm,  as  men  that  are  sober; 
its  a|^>arent  magnitude  is  reduced  to  its  real  he  is  not  afraid  of  them;  he  has  the  courage  to 
dimensions.  But  if,  instead  of  approaching  such  converse  with  them,  and  even  to  fi^t  theot,  if 
an  object,  the  spectator  fliea  from  it,  he  can  have  they  give  him  provocation.  Like  Bums' "  Tarn 
no  other  idea  of  it,  but  from  the  image  which  it  o^  Shaoter,"  give  him  *<  &ir  play — he  carea  na' 
formed  in  the  eye ;  and  in  this  case,  he  may  aA  de'ils  a  bodle."  A  man  returning  home  intoxicat- 
firm  with  truth,  that  he  saw  an  object  terrible  in  ed,  affirmed,  that  he  had  met  with  the  devil ;  and 
ita  aapectj  and  enormous  in  its  sixe.  Such  illu-  that,  after  a  severe  encounter,  he  had  vanqiMed 
kions  frequently  occur,  when  persons  are  walking  him,  and  brought  him  to  the  ground,  to  which  he 
through  desert  and  unfirequented  tracts  of  country,  had  nailed  him  fast,  by  driving  his  staff  throngh 
surrounded  with  a  fog,  or  in  the  dusk  of  the  his  body.  Next  morning,  the  staff  was  found 
evening,  when  a  solitvy  tree,  a  bush,  an  old  stuck  with  great  violence  into  a  heap  of  turfo  1 
wall,  a  cairn  of  stones,  a  sheep  or  t  oow,  may  Dreams  nu^  beeOneidered  aa  anoUur  savei  ff 
appear  aa  phantoma  of  a  nonatrous  aise*  The  eqtpariHent,  While  the  mind  ia  under  the  iafti- 
writer  of  an  article  in  the  "  Encydopaedia  Bri-  ence  of  a  dream,  it  oonsiden  itaa  much  a  reality* 
tannica,**  atates,  that  *'  he  waa  paaaing  the  Frith  as  it  doea  any  particular  action  when  awake : 
ef  Forth  at  ^ueensforry,  one  morning  which  was  and,  therefore,  if  a  person  of  a  weak  supentitioaa 
extremely  foggy.  Though  the  water  is  only  two  mind  shouM  have  a  very  lively  dream  which  in- 
milas  broad  Ihe  boat  did  not  get  withm  sight  of  terestshispaflBionhitiBa^iBakeaodeepaaiB* 
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nnttkiB,  that  m  nay  1»t>  firmly  eooyinced  ha  has  ahoat  him,  should  imafioe  he  tees  ghosts  to  thoai 
.actually  soen  with  his  eyes,  what  has  only  pass-  places  where  he  believes  they  hover,  especially 
•d  belbrb  his  iraagioation ;  especialiy  when  we  at  the  hour  of  midnight,  when  the  slightest  aid  ol 
eoosider,  that  there  are  times  of  slumber  when  we  the  imaginaiion  can  transform  a  cow  into  a  non- 
are  not  sensible  of  being  asleep.  On  this  prin*  itrous  phantom,  and  the  reflection  ofthe  beams  of 
ciple,  some  have  endeavoured  to  account  for  the  the  moon  fimn  a  little  water,into  a  ghost  with  a 
■pectre  vrhich  is  said  to  have  appeared  to  Brutus,  winding-sheet ;  or  a  sound  which  is  near,  such  as 
It  is  related,  that  at  Philippi,  the  night  before  he  the  rustling  of  the  lea?es  of  a  tree,  the  noise  of 
gave  battle  to  Augustas  Gssar,  he  saw  a  fearful  falling  waters,  or  the  screams  of  animals,  when 
apparition ;  it  was  in  the  dead  of  night,  when  referred  to  a  great  distance,  may  be  magnified 
the  whole  camp  was  perfectly  quiet,  that  into  horrid  and  unearthly  voices ;  for,  in  such 
Brutus  was  employed  in  his  tent,  in  reading  by  cases,  a  timid  and  untutored  mind  seldom  stops  to 
a  lamp  that  was  just  expiring ;  on  a  sudden  he  inquire  into  the  cause  of  its  alarms.  The  cele- 
thought  be  heard  a  noise  as  if  somebody  entered,  brated  historian  De  Thou,  had  a  very  singular 
and  looking  towards  the  door,  he  perceived  it  adventure  at  Sanmur,  in  the  year  1698,  which 
open ;  a  gigantie  figure  with  a  frightfiil  aspect,  show*  the  happy  efiects  of  a  calm  inquiry  into  the 
stood  before  him,  uid  continued  to  gaze  vCfoa  cause  of  any  alarming  or  extraordinary  appear- 
him  with  silent  severity.  At  bLSt,  Brutus  had  ance.  One  night,  havmg  retired  to  rest  very 
courage  to  speak  to  it :  "  Art  thou  a  demon  or  a  much  fatigued,  while  he  was  enjoying  a  sound 
mortal  man  ?  and  why  earnest  thou  to  me  ?"  sleep,  be  Mt  a  very  extraordinary  weight  upon 

?'he  phantom  is  said  to  have  replied,  "  Brutus,  his  feet,  which,  having  made  him  turn  suddenly, 
am  thy  evil  genius,  thou  shalt  see  me  again  at  fell  down  and  awakened  him*  At  first  he  ima* 
Philippi.'*  **Well  then,"  answered  Brutus,  gined  that  it  had  been  only  a  dream,  but  hearing 
without  being  discomposed,  "  we  shall  neet  soon  after  some  noise  in  his  chamber,  he  drew 
■pin ;"  upon  which  the  phantom  vanished,  and  aside  the  curtains,  and  saw,  by  the  help  of  the 
Brotus,  calling  to  his  servants,  asked  them  if  moon,  which  at  that  time  shone  very  bright,  a 
tfMj  had  seen  any  thing ;  to  which  replymg  in  hiige  white  figure  walking  up  and  down,  vkd  at 
tlM  nmtive,  he  again  resumed  his  studies,  the  same  time  observed  upon  a  chair  some  rags. 
This  circumstance  is  related  by  historians  as  a  which  he  thought  belonged  to  thieves  who^iad 
eisMfi,  but  considering  the  circumstances,  one  come  to  rob  him.  The  figure  then  approaching 
may  easily  judge  it  to  htf  ^m  but  a  short  hb  bed,  he  had  the  courage  to  ask  it  what  it  was. 
drsam;  for,  sitting  in  his  teu^, , .  ■'««  and  trou-  <*  I  am  (said  the  figare)ihe  Queen  of  Heaven.** 
blad  with  ihe  horror  of  his  late  rash  act,  it  was  Had  such  a  figure  appeared  to  any  credulous  ig- 
■ot  hard  for  him,  shimboring  in  the  odd,  lo  dream  norant  man,  Im  would,  doubtless,  have  trembled 
of  that  which  moat  affrighted  him;  which  fear,  with  fear,  and  fiighteiied  the  whole  neighbour- 
as  by  degrees  it  made  him  wake,  so  U  must  have  hood  with  a  marvellous  description  of  it.  But  De 
made  the  apparition  by  degrees  to  vanish ;  and  Thou  had  too  much  understanding  to  be  so  im^ 
having  no  assurance  that  he  slept,  he  could  have  poaed  iq>on.  On  hearing  the  words  which  drop- 
no  cause  to  think  it  a  dream,  or  any  thing  else  ped  fi'om  the  figure,  he  immediately  concluded 
than  a  vision.  Whatever  may  be  said  as  to  that  it  was  seme  mad  woman,  got  up,  called  his 
Ibis  solution  of  the  case,  certain  it  is,  that  vivid  servants,  and  ordered  them  to  turn  her  out  of 
dreams  in  certain  stales  of  mind,  have  been  doors ;  after  which  he  returned  to  bed  and  MI 
Btstaken  for  real  apparitions,  of  whidi  various  asleep.  Next  morning,  he  found  that  he  had  not 
faMtances  could  be  adduced,  didouT  limits  permit,  been  deceived  in  his  conjecture,  and  that  having 
#biv  is  another  fertile  source  of  Spectres.  As  forgot  to  shut  his  duor,  this  female  figure  had  tth 
partial  darkness  and  obscurity  are  the  most  com-  capiBd  from  her  keepers,  and  entered  his  apart- 
BMO  cireumstanoes  by  which  the  sight  i«  deceiv-  meat.  The  brave  Schomberg,  to  whom  De  Thou 
ad,  so  night  is  the  season  in  whicii  apparitions  related  his  adventuresome  days  after,  confessed 
are  most  frisquently  said  to  be  seen.  The  state  that  in  such  a  case  he  woukl  not  have  shown  so 
ofthe  teind  at  that  time,  especially  when  a  person  much  courage.  The  King  likewise,  who  waa 
is  alone,  prepares  it  for  the  admission  of  such  informed  of  it  by  Schomberg,  made  the  same  ae- 
detusions  of  the  imagination.  The  fear  and  can-  knowledgmenL-'-See  Ency.  Brit. ,  Art.  Sptdtn^ 
rioD  which  night  naturally  inspires,  the  opportu-  The  fuilowing  relation  contains  a  description 
nity  it  affords  for  ambuscades,  robberies,  aikl  as-  of  an  apparition  of  a  d|firerent  kind,  no  less  appal* 
sassinations,  the  deprivation  of  social  intercourse,  ling.  Mr.  Schmidt,  mathematical  teacher  at 
and  the  interniptioo  of  many  pleasing  trains  of  the  school  of  Pforte,  near  JNauroburg,  whiih  had 
ideas  which  objeeta  in  the  light  never  fell  to  pro-  formerly  been  a  cloister,  once  happened  to  awake 
duoe,  are  all  cucumstancea  of  terror,  and  fevour-  suddenly  as  the  morning  began  to  dawn.  On 
able  to  the  i&usions  of  a  timid  imagination ;  and  opening  his  eyes,  he  beheU  with  astonishment  a 
therefore,  it  k  by  no  means  strange,  that  an  ign»-  monk  standing  at  the  foot  of  his  bed.  Lookmg 
laat  person  with  a  mind  uncultivated  and  uniiH  at  him  steadfestly,  he  appeared  to  bo  well-fed; 
forawd,  and  widi  aU  the  prejudices  of  thenursery  and  hit  head,  fiur  from  smaD,  was  sink  a  littla 
12 
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betweeiji  pair  of  v«7  broad  ilionlden.    Tbe  Hittoi7<ifOilbnbMi«,r«lataift 

cbtunbor  was  raificNOtly  secured  ;  Mr.  Sdunidt  which  will  tUoitrate  thie  poeitioii.    Soon  aftaf 

alooe  slept  in  it ;  and  he  was  very  certain  that  the  murder  of  King  Charlee  I«,  a  commissiai  was 

no  one  would  attempt  to  put  a  trick  upon  him  in  appointed  to  survej  the  Eling's  house  at  Wood- 

est.  He  knew  also,  that  nopart  of  his  clothee  or  stock,  with  the  manor,  park,  woods,  and  other 

any  thing  else  was  hanging  at  his  bed's  foot,  demesnes  belonging  to  that  manor.    One  Coi* 

The  figure  exactly  resembled  that  of  a  monk,  line,   under  a  feigned  name,  hired  himaelf  as 

clothed  in  a  white  surplice,  the  falling  feUs  of  secretary  to  the  commissioners,  who,  upon  the 

which  were  very  clearly  tobedistinguislMd.  Had  ISth  October  1M8,  met,  and  took  up  their  res^- 

an  ignorant.and  timid  man  beheld  this  appear^  denoe  in  the  King's  own  rooms.    His  ma}es^  s 

ance,  he  wouU  probiUily  have  covered  himself  up  bed-chamber  they  made  their  kitchen,  the  ooon- 

with  the  bed  clothes,  and  firmly  maintained  that  cd-hall  their  pantry,  and  the  presence-chamber 

the  ghost  of  a  monk  had  appeared  to  bim.    As  was  the  place  where  they  met  for  the  despatch  oi 

the  school  had  formerly  been  a  cfeister,  many  business.    His  majeety's  dining-room  tbey  made 

monks  had  been  buried  both  in  the  diurch  and  their  wood-yard,  and  stored  it  with  the  wood  of 

church-yard,  and  it  was  currently  reported  among  the  &mous  royal  oak  from  the  High  Park,  whichi 

the  vulgar  that  the  place  was  haunted.    Mr.  that  nothing  might  be  left  with  the  name  of  King 

Sdimidt,  however,  was  neither  ignorant  nor  ti-  about  it,  they  bad  dug  up  by  the  rpots,  and  ipUt 

mid,  and  he  ioamediately  conjectured  that  his  eyes  and  bundled   up  mto  iagoto  for  their   firing, 

were  deceived,  though  he  could  not  imasine  in  Things  being  thus  prepared,  they  sat  on  the  IGdk 

what  mamier.    He  raised  himself  up  a  little  in  for  the  despatch  of  business ;  and,  in  the  snidst  of 

his  bed,  but  t  e  apparition  did  not  move,  he  only  their  first  debate,  there  entered  a  large  hlmAd^ 

saw  somewhat  more  of  it,  and  the  folds  of  the  (as  they  thought)  which  made  a  drndful  howW 

sorplice  were  still  more  conspicuous.    After  a  ing,  overturned  two  or  three  of  their  chairs,  and 

tittle  while  he  moved  towards  the  right,  yet  the  then  crept  under  a  bed  and  vanished.    This  pve 

apparition  remained,  and  he  seemed  to  have  in  them  the  greater  <uiprise,  as  the  doors  were  kept 

part  a  side  view  of  it ;  but  as  soon  as  he  had  constar*'  ,  so  that  no  real  dog  cooU  get  in 

moved  his  head  so  iar  as  to  have  a  slight  glimpse  or  oul     m.  ae  next  day  their  surprise  was  in* 

of  ike  bed's  foot,  the  ^parition  retreated  baick-  creased,  when  sitting  at  dinner  in  a  lower  room, 

ward,  though  still  with  its  foce  to  the  bed.    FoU  they  heard  plainly  the  noise  of  persons  walking 

lowingtheapparitionquickly  withhiseyes,  itre-  over  their  heads,  though  they  well  knew  the 

treated  with  speed,  swtdled  as  it  retreated  to  a  doors  were  all  lodud,  and  there  could  be  nobodj 

gigantic  form,  a  rustling  noise  was  heard,  and  there.    Presently  after,  tbey  heard  also  all  the 

at  once  the  apparition  was  changed  into  the  wood  of  the  King's  oak  brought  by  parcels  finm 

gotfaio  window  with  while  curtains  which  was  the  dining-room,  and  thrown  with  great  violence 

opposite  the  bed's  foot,  and  about  six  or  seven  into  the  presence  chamber,  as  also  all  the  chairs, 

feet  distance  from  it.    Several  times  after  this  stools,  tables,  and  other  fornitura  forcibly  hmied 

Mr.  Schmidt  endeavoured  when  he  awoke  to  see  about  the  room ;  their  papers,  containing  the 

the  same  appearance,  but  to  no  purpose,  the  win*  minutes  of  their  transactions,  were  ton,  and  the 

dow  always  looking  like  a  window  only.    Some  ink-glass  broken.     When  all  this  ooise  bed 

weeks  after,  however,  on  awakening,  as  the  day  ceased,  Giles  Sharp,  their  secretary,  proposed  to 

began  to  dawn,  he  again  perceived  the  monk's  enter  first  into  these  rooms ;  and  in  presence  of 

apparition  at  the  bed's  foot.    Being  now  aware  the  commissioneia,  from  whom  be  received  tlie 

v^t  occasioned  it,  he  examined  it  narrowly,  key,  he  opened  the  doois,  and  found  the  wood 

The  great  arch  of  the  window  formed  the  monh^s  spread  about  the  room,  the  chairs  tossed  sboot 

shoulders,  a  smaller  arch,  in  the  centre  of  this,  and  broken,  the  papers  torn,  but  not  the  least 

his  head,  and  the  curtains  the  surplice.    The  tradk  of  any  human  creature,  nor  the  least  reasoo 

folds  of  these  appeared  much  stronger  than  they  to  suspect  one,  as  the  doors  were  all  fost,  and  tho 

did  at  the  same  distance  by  day^lighL   Thus  the  keys  in  the  oistody  of  the  commissioners.    It 

figure  of  the  monk  appeared  plainer,  nearer,  and  was  therefore  unanimously  agreed  that  the  power 

smaller,  than  the  window  would  have  done.  This  that  did  this  mischief  must  have  entered  at  the 

apparition,  therefore,  like  hundreds  of  othen,  key-hole.  The  night  Mlowmg,  Sharp,  the aecre* 

was  merely  an  optical  deception.    The  reader  tary,  with  two  of  tlie  coramiasiooers?  servaalib 

will  find  a  more  particular  deacription  t/it,  with  as  they  were  in  bed  in  the  same  room,  which 

an  optical  and  mathematical  explanation  of  the  room  was  contiguous  to  that  where  the  connua- 

phenomenon,  in  vol.  i.  of  "  The  Pleasing  Pre-  sioners  lay,  had  their  beds'  feet  lifted  up  m  mwcb 

ceptor,"  translated  from  the  German  o('€hifaard  higher  than  their  heads,  that  they  aipected  to 

Ulrich  Anthony  Vieth.  have  theur  necks  brokeau  and  then  thej  were  InC 

Another  cause  of  spparitions,  and  of  the  belief  foil  at  once  with  so  mudi  vioknoe  as  shook  dw 

in  supernatural  appearances,  is  to  be  found  m  whole  house,  ana  more  than  ever  tarrified  th« 

tkt  artyiee$  and  eoOmmtma  of  tmpoafors,  mid  As  commissioners.    On  the  night  of  the  19ih,  • 

tri«k»<fth»  waggtih,    Dr-  Plot,  b  his  Natural  they  were  all    a  (*ed  in  the  the  same  room  for 
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graater  nfety,  and  lighM  Immtiiff  by  them,  the  inglike  a  bear;  it  walked  many  times  abooc, 
candles  in  an  instant  went  out  wita  a  sulphurous  then  threw  the  warming^fan  violently  on  (Ke 
soadl,  and  that  moment  many  trenchers  of  wood  floor ;  at  die  same  time  a  large  quantity  of  broken 
were  hurled  about  the  raomi  which  next  morning  glass,  accompanied  with  great  stones  and  horse 
were  (bund  to  be  the  same  their  bonoura  had  bones,  came  pouring  into  the  room  with  uncom- 
ealen  out  ofthe  day  before,  which  were  all  remof<-  mon  force.  On  the  1st  of  Noyember  the  most 
ad  fipom  the  ^Mmtry,  thou^  not  a  lock  was  found  dreodfiil  scene  of  all  ensued.  Candles  in  every 
opened  in  the  whole  house.  The  next  night  they  part  ofthe  room  were  lighted  up,  and  a  great  fire 
&red  still  worse ;  the  candles  went  out  as  before,  made;  at  midnight,  the  candles  ail  yet  burning,  a 
ibe  curtains  of  their  honours'  beds  were  rattled  to  noise  like  the  bursting  of  a  cannon  was  heard  in 
and  fro  with  great  violence,  they  received  many  the  room,  and  the  burning  billets  were  tossed 
cruel  Mows  and  bruises  by  eight  great  pewter  about  by  it  even  into  their  honours*  beds,  who 
dishes,  and  a  number  of  wooden  trencher*  being  called  Giles  and  his  companions  to  their  relief, 
thrown  on  diehr  beds,  which,  being  heaved  off,  otherwise  the  house  had  been  burnt  to  the  ground ; 
were  heard  rolling  about  the  room,  though  in  the  about  an  hour  after,  the  candles  went  out  as 
■oraing  none  of  these  were  to  bo  seen.  usual,  the  crack  as  of  many  cannon  was  heard, 
The  next  nfght  the  keeper  of  the  king's  house  and  many  pailfuts  of  green  stbking  water  were 
•nd  his  dog  lay  in  the  commissioners' room,  and  thrown  upon  tlieir  honours'  beds,  great  stones 
then  they  had  no  disturbance.  But  on  the  night  were  also  thrown  in  as  befi)re,  the  bed-curtains 
of  the  ttd,  though  the  dog  lay  in  the  room  as  b^  and  bedsteads  torn  and  broken,  the  windows 
Core,  yet  the  candles  went  out,  a  number  oTbrick-  shattered,  and  the  whole  neighbooiiiood  alarmed 
bats  fell  from  the  chimney  into  the  room,  the  with  the  most  dreadfUl  noises ;  nay,  the  very  rab> 
dog  howled  piteously,  their  bed-clothes  were  all  hit-stealers,  that  were  abroad  that  night  in  the 
stripped  olF,  and  their  terror  increased.  On  the  warren,  were  so  terrified,  that  they  fled  for  fear, 
Mih  they  thought  all  the  wood  of  the  king's  oak  and  left  their  ferreu  behind  them.  One  of  their 
was  violently  thrown  down  by  their  bedsides;  iKMioors  this  night  spoke,  and,  m  tiuname  of 
they  counted  64  billets  that  fell,  and  some  hit  Oody  oAtd  tokat  it  toas,  and  w^  it  ditturbed 
and  shook  the  beds  in  which  diey  hiy ;  bat  in  the  ttem  so?  No  answer  was  given  to  this ;  but 
morning  none  was  found  there,  nor  had  the  door  the  noise  ceased  for  a  while,  when  the  spirit 
been  opened  where  the  billet-wood  was  kept,  came  again;  and,  as  they  all  agreed,  biwight 
The  neit  night  the  candles  were  pot  out,  the  with  it  •even  d&oiU  wont  Hum  iteeifi  One  of  the 
eortalns  rattl«i,  and  a  dreadful  crack  like  thtm-  servants  now  lighted  a  large  candle,  and  set  it  in 
dor  was  heard ;  and  one  of  flie  servants  running  in  flie  doorway  between  the  tvro  chambers,  to  see 
haale,  thinking  his  master  was  killed,  found  what  passed;  and  as  he  watched  it,  he  plainly 
dktee  doaen  of  trenchers  laid  smoothly  under  the  saw  a  hoof  striking  the  candle  and  eandlestiek 
quit  by  him.  But  all  this  was  nothing  to  nhat  into  the  middle  of  the  room,  and  afterwards, 
nneoeeded  afterwards.  The  t9th,  about  mid-  making  three  scrapes  over  the  snofT,  scraped  it 
night,  the  candles  went  out,  something  walked  out.  Upon  this  the  same  person  was  so  bold  as 
majestieally  through  the  room,  and  opened  and  to  draw  a  sword,  but  he  had  scarce  got  it  out 
Am  the  windows ;  great  stones  were  tiirown  when  he  felt  another  invisible  hand  holding  it ' 
violently  into  the  room,  some  of  which  fell  on  too,  and  pulling  it  from  him,  and  at  length  pr^ 
the  beds,  others  on  the  floor ;  and  at  about  a  vailing,  struck  him  so  violently  on  the  head  with 
qjovfer  ^cr  one,  a  noise  was  heard  as  of  forty  the  pummel,  that  he  fell  down  for  dead  with  the 
cannon  diseharged  together,  and  again  repeated  at  blow.  At  this  instant  was  heard  another  bonK 
about  eight  minwee  interval.  This  alarmed  and  like  the  diKharge  of  the  broadside  of  a  ship  of 
raised  all  the  neighbourhood,  who  coming  into  war,  and  at  the  interval  of  a  minute  or  two  bo> 
their  honours'  room,  gathered  up  the  great  stones,  tween  each,  no  less  than  19  such  disdwrges. 
fiMirsooro  u  number,  and  laid  them  by  in  the  These  shook  the  house  so  violently  that  they  «• 
corner  of  a  field,  where,  in  Dr.  Plot's  time,  they  peeted  every  raoosent  it  would  fall  upon  their 
were  to  be  seen.  This  noise,  like  the  discha^e  heads.  The  neighbours  being  all  akrmed,  flod^ 
of  cannon,  was  heard  over  the  country  for  several  ed  to  the  house  in  great  numbers,  and  all  joined 
mflee  round.  During  these  noises  the  commis-  in  prayer  and  psalm-singing ;  during  which  the 
aioners  and  their  servants  mve  one  another  over  noise  continued  in  the  other  rooms,  and  the  dis- 
for  lost  and  cried  out  for  help;  and  Giles  Sharp,  charge  of  cannons  was  heard  as  from  without, 
snatching  up  a  sword,  had  well  nigh  lolled  one  tlioogh  no  visible  agent  was  seen  to  dist^harge 
•f  liieir  honours,  mistaking  Mm  for  the  spirit,  as  them.  But  what  was  the  most  alarming  of  aU, 
ho  came  in  Us  4iirt  from  his  own  room  to  theirs,  and  put  an  end  to  their  proceedings  eflecruaUy, 
While  they  were  together  the  noise  was  continu-  happened  the  next  day,  as  they  were  all  at  dinner, 
•d,  and  part  ofthe  tilros  of  the  house  was  strip-  when  a  paper,  in  which  they  had  signed  a  .mo- 
ped off,  and  an  the  windows  of  an  upper  room  taal  agreement  to  reserve  a  part  of  the  premises 
were  taken  away  with  it.  On  the  SOth,  at  mid-  out  ofthe  general  snrvey,  and  afterwards  to  share 
ni'^t,  aomelbing  w«Iked  hito  tha  chamber  tread-  it  equaU^  usong  theneelvee,  'which  paper  they 
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Md  hid  Ibr  the  preieiit  under  the  earth  in  a-pot '  fiiaed  her  to  him.    If  yoo  obey  this 

in  one  ooraer  of  the  room,  and  in  which  an  orange  I  shall  aoon  be  delivei^d  from  thia  place  of  toc^ 

tre*  grv^i)  ^'^  consumed  in  a  wonderfol  man-  ment.    You  will  at  the  same  time  ptoride  a 

■er  by  the  earth's  taking  fire  with  which  the  pot  worthy  husband  Ibr  your  daughter,  and  procwe 

was  filled,  and  burning  violendy  with  a  blue  everlasting  repose  to  the  soul  of  your  poor  hu9> 

flame  and  an  intolerable  stench,  so  that  they  were  band."    The  widow  could  not  for  a  mooMBt 

all  driven  out  of  the  house  to  which  they  could  resist  this  dreadfiil  summons,  whicii  iiad  not  the 

never  be  again  prevailed  upon  to  return.  meet   distant  appearance  of  proceeding  from 

This  story  has  been  somewhat  abridged  firom  Louis  Brabant,  whose  countenance  ezhiUteduo 

the  EncydofModia  Brittannica,  where  it  is  quoted  visible  change,  and  whose  lips  were  doee  and 

finom  Dr.  Plot's  history.    If  I  recollect  right,  it  moci<mle8s  during  die  delivery  of  it.    AoeQrding> 

is  embodied  in  the  book  entitled  **  Sataa'e  Invi-  fy,  she  consented  immediately  to  receive  him  for 

sible  Worid  Discover,"  and  the  extraordinary  her    8on*in4aw.— Louis's    finances,   however, 

occurrences  it  relates  ascribed  to  Satanic  infiu-  were  in  a  very  bw  situation,  and  the  fbrmalities 

eooe.    At  the  time  they  happened,  they  were  attending  the  marriase-contract  rendered  it  ne- 

newed  as  the  effects  o(  supernatural  powers ;  cessary  tor  him  to  exhibit  some  show  of  riches^ 

and  even  Dr.  Plot  seems  di^osed  to  ascribe  and  not  to  give  the  ghost  the  lie  direct.    He,ae- 

them  to  this  cause.     **  Though  many  tricks,*'  oordingly,  went  to  worii  on  a  firedi  subject,  one 

gays  the  Doctor,  "have  been  often  played  in  Comu,  an  ok)  and  rich  banker  at  Lycos,  who  had 

amirs  of  this  kind,  many  of  the  things  above  re-  accumulated  immense  wealth  liy  usury  and  e^ 

laied  are  not  reeonoileaUe  with  juggling ;  such  as  tortion,  and  was  known  to  be  haunted  by  lemoise 

the  kwd  noises  beyond  the  powers  of  man  1o  of  conscience,  on  account  of  the  manner  in  wbick 

make  without  such  instruments  as  were  not  there;  he  had  acquired  it.    Having  contracted  an  inti* 

the  tearinf  and  breaking  the  beds ;  the  throwing  mate  acquaintance  with  tlus  man,  be^  one  day, 

about  the  fire ;  the  hoof  treading  out  the  candle ;  while  they  were  sitting  together  in  the  usore^ 

and  the  striving  for  die  sword ;  and  die  bbw  the  litde  back  parlour,  artfully  turned  (he  convert 

man  received  (m  the  pummd  of  it."    It  was  at  tion  on  rdigious  subjects,  on  demons,  and  spe^ 

length  ascertained,  however,  Uiat  this  wonderful  tres,  the  pains  of  purgatory,  and  the  torments  ol 

eontrivance  was  aU  the  invention  of  the  raemora-  hell.    During  an  interval  of  silence  between 

ble  Joseph  Colfins  of  Oxford,  otherwise  called  them,  a  voice  was  heard,  whidi,  to  the  astonisfaad 

/Wmy  /m,  who,  having  hired  himself  as  secre-  banker,  seemed  to  be  that  of  his  deceased  &tiier, 

tary  tjnder  the  name  laOUei  Sharpy  by  knowing  complaining,  as  in  the  former  ease,  of  his  droad- 

the  private  tmps  belonging  to  the  house,  and  by  ful  situation  in  purgatory,  and  calling  upon  Um 

the  help  of  Pnfoif  .fWmmant,  and  other  diemicid  to  deliver  him  instantly  from  thence,  by  putti^ 

preparations,  and  letting  hu  felktw-eervairts  into  into  the  hands  of  Louts  Brabant,  tixu  with  him, 

the  scheme,  carried  on  the  deceit  without  die-  a  large  sum  for  the  redemption  of  Christisas 

eovery  to  the  very  last.  then  in  slavery  with  the  Turks ;  threatening  him^ 

VmUfUoquitmiMonoihtr  iouree  %then»ah^&if  at  the  same  time,  with  eternal  damnation,  if  he 

^afparilkn9haMhMnind»»eti,    By  this  art,  car-  did  not  take  this  method  to  expiate,  likewise, 

tain  peraons  can  BO  modify  their  voice  as  to  make  his  own  sins.    Louis  Branaat,  of  course,  a^ 

it  appear  to  the  audience  to  proceed  ttooi  any  dis*  footed  a  due  degree  of  astonishmoit  on  the  oeen* 

lance,  and  in  any  direction,  and  by  which  impos-  sion ;  and  furtl^r  promoted  the  deception  by  ao- 

tors  have  sometimes  accomplished  their  ciefa-  knowledging  his  having  devoted  himself  to  the 

rious  designs,  of  which  the  following  are  instan-  prosecution  of  the  charitable  design  imputed  to 

ees.  him  by  the  ghost.    An  oU  usurer  is  natnrafiy 

Louis  Brabant,  a  dexterous  ventriloquistjvalet-  suspicious.    Accordingly,  the  wary  banker  amda 

d»H:hambre  to  Francis  I.,  bad  fallen  desperately  a  second  ^poiniment  widi  the  ^best's  delcfslc 

in  bve  with  a  young,  handsome,  and  ridi  heir-  Ibr  the  next  day :  and,  to  tender  ai|y  desiipi  of 

ess;  but  was  rejected  by  the  parents  as  an  un-  imposing  upon  him  utterly  abortive,  took  hioi 

suitable  match  for  their  daughter,  on  aconint  of  into  the  open  fieldsi  where  not  a  house  or  a  tme, 

the  lowness  of  his  circumstances.    The  young  or  even  a  bush,  or  a  pit  were  in  sight,  eapahia  of 

lady's  father  dying,  hs  made  a  visit  to  the  widow,  screening  any  supposed  confederate.    Thin  a* 

who  was  totally  ignorant  of  his  singular  talent,  traordinary  caution  excited  the  ventriloquist  to 

Suddenly,  on  his  first  appearance  in  open  day,  in  exeit  all  the  powers  of  bis  art.    Wherever  the 

her  own  house,  and  in  d^  presence  of  several  per-  banker  Vonducted  him,  at  ereiy  slqp,  his  nam 

sons  who  were  widi  her,  ihe  heard  herself  accost-  were  saluted  ott  at  sides  with  the  eompJailB^ 

ed  in  a  voice  perfectly  resembling  that  of  her  dead  and  groans,  not  eolr  of  his  father,  bat  of  aU  Ida 

miAand,and  whidi  seemed  to  priced  fixmi  abore,  deceased  relations,  uaploring  him  for  the  Ww  of 

esulainring,  ^  Qive  my  dau^ter  in  marriafs  to  GKid.  and  in  tbenaaas  of  every  saiiiC in  the 

Louis  Bruiant.  He  is  a  man  of  great  forume  and  der,io  have  merey  oft  his  own  seal  and 

ef  an  excelksit  character.  I  now  sufier  the  ines-  by  effectually  secoodhg  with  his  parse  llM  ii 

frsssible  torments  of  purgatory  for  having  ro-  tinnsof  his  worthy  eooipanaoiL    OonttSomM  ao 
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•an«r  reaist  tho  voioe  of  beaT«B,  and,  accord-  ed  upoB  them  to  roturn  with  him  into  the  chnrchi 

nglr,  carried  his  guest  home  with  him,  and  paid  and  there  be  witnessed  c^  ihe  manner  in  which 

him  down  ten  thousand  crowns ;  with  which  ihe  be  had  conducted  this  ludicrous  deceptiim.''  Had 

iMnett  ventriloquist  returned  to  Paris,  and  mar-  not  the  ventriloquist,  in  this  case,  explained  tha 

riedhis  mistress.    The  catastrophe  was  fatal,  cause  ofthe  deception,  a  whole  body  of  men  might 

The  secret  was  afterwards  blown,  and  reached  have  sworn,  with  a  good  conscience,  that  they 

the  usorer's  ear«,  who  was  so  much  aflbcted  by  had  beard  the  ghost  of  a  departed  brother  address 

the  loss  of  his  money,  aad  the  mortifying  raille-  them  again  and  again  in  a  supernatural  voice, 

ries  ofhis  neighbours,  that  he  took  to  his  bed  and  It  is  highly  probable,  that  many  of  those  perw 

died.  sons  termed  witches  and  necromancers  in  ancient 

Another  trick  of  a  similar  kini  was  played  off  tunes,  who  pretended  to  be  invested  with  super- 

about  sixty  or  seventy  years  ago,  on  a  whole  com-  natural  powers,  performed  their  deceptions  by 

■nnity,  by  another  French  ventriloquist.    "  M.  the  art  of  ventriloquism.     The  term  literally 

St.  Gitll,  the  ventriloquist,  and  his  intimate  friend,  means,  tpeaking  fnm  the  Aeffy ;  and,  in  accord 

retoming  boose  from  a  place  whither  bis  busi-  ance  with  this  idea,  we  find  that  the  Pythoness, 

■ess  had  carried  him,  sought  (or  shelter  from  an  or  witch  of  Endor,  to  whom  Saul  applied  for 

approaching  thonder-storm  in  a  neighbouring  advice  in  his  perplexity,  is  designated  in  the  Sep- 

convent.    Finding    the   whole    comsvunity  in  tuagint  translation  of  the  Old  Testament,  <*a 

■ooraing,  he  inquired  the  cause,  and  was  told  woman  that  speaks  from  her  belly  or  stomach," 

that  otte  «f  the  body  had  died  lately,  who  was  the  as  most  magicians  affected  to  do;  and  some  an- 

amament  and  delight  of  the  whole  society.    To  thors  have  informed  us,  that  there  were  women 

pass  away  the  time,  he  walked-  uto  the  church,  who  had  a  demon  which  spake  articulately  from 

attended  by  some  of  the  religious,  who  showed  the  bwer  part  of  their  stomachs,  in  a  veiy  loud, 

bim  the  tomb  of  their  deceased  brother,  and  spoke  though  hoarse  tone.    Umbrm  cum  saganft  reso* 

ftelingly  of  the  scanty  honours  they  had  bestowed  narent  triste  et  scutum.    Hor.  SaU  viii.  lib.  i. 

•n  his  memory.    Suddenly  a  voice  was  heard,  Our  English  translation  **  (amiliir  spirit,"  in 

apparently  proceeding  from  the  r^of  the  choir,  Hebrew,  signifies  '*  the  spirit  of  06  or  06oCft.** 

lamenting  die  situation  of  the  defiinct  in  purge-  The  word  06  in  its  primitive  sense,  denotes  a 

tory,  and  reproaching  the  brotherhood  with  their  betlU  or  vsmbI  of  UtihtTf  wherein  liquors  were 

fadrewarmness  and  want  of  seal  on  his  account,  put;  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  diis  name  was 

The  friars,  as  soon  as  their  astonishment  gave  given  to  witches,  because,  in  their  fits  of  enthu- 

ihem  power  to  speak,  consulted  together,  and  siasm,  they  swelled  in  their  beBies  like  a  botUe. 

agreed  to  acquaint  the  rest  of  the  community  The  occasion  of  this  swelling  is  said  by  soma 

with  this  singular  event,  so  interesting  to  the  authors  to  proceed  from  a  demtm^s  entering  into 

whole  society.    M.  St.  Gill,  who  wished  tocai>>  the  sorcerers  pv^  forttt  gtmtaU$,  and  so  ascent^ 

ry  on  the  joke  a  little  fiirtber,  dissuaded  them  ing  to  the  bottom  of  her  stomach,  from  whence, 

from  Uking  this  step,  telling  them  that  they  at  that  time,  she  uttered  her  predictions ;  and 

would  be  treated  by  their  absent  brethren  as  a  fin-  tl)is  reason,  theXatins  call  such  persons  Vm* 

net  of  fools  and  visionaries.    He  recommended  trilopd,  and  the  Greeks  Exycwrpifivtfoij  that  is,' 

ID  them,  however,  the  immediately  calling  tho  people  who  neak  out  of  &nr  beUie*.     Cmlius 

whole  community  into  the  church,  where   the  Rhodiginus  (Antiq.  lib.  8.  c.  10.)  says,  in  refisi^ 

ghost  of  their  departed  brother  might  probably  ence  to  stich  cases,  **  While  I  am  writing  con- 

rsiterate  his  comphiints.    Accordingly,  all  the  oeming  ventriloquoos  persons, there  is,  in  my  -fwa 

frian,  novices,  tay-brodters,  and  even  the  do-  country,  a  woman  of  a  mean  extract,  who  has  an 

mestics  of  the  convent,  were  immediately  sum-  unclesn  spirit  in  her  belly,  from  whence  may  be 

moned  and  ca!!ed  togetfier,    In  a  short  time  the  heard  a  voice,  not  very  strong  indeed,  but  very 

voice  from  the  roof  renewed  its  Umentations  and  articulate  and  intelligible.    Multitudes  if  people 

reproaehqp,  and  the  whole  convent  fell  on  their  have  heard  this  voice,  as  well  as  mysei,  and  all 

fiices,  and  vowed  a  solemn  reparation.    As  a  imaginable  precaution  has  been  used  in  examin- 

flrsC  step,  they  chanted  a  Ih  prq^mdie  in  a  full  ing  into  the  truth  of  this  fiust :"— <*  Ctuaado  (uturl 

diotr ;  during  the  mtervals  of  which  -the  gliost  avida  portentus  mens,  smpe  accersitum  ventrib- 

•eeasionally  expressed  the  eomfbrt  he  received  quam,  ac  exutam  amietu,  no  quid  fraudis  oocul- 

6tmi  their  pious  exercises  and  ejaculations  on  tai«t,  inspectare  et  audire  concupiviu"     The 

iiis  behalf.    When  all  was  over,  the  prior  enterw  author  adds,  '*  This  demon  is  called  CtnamMte- 

«d  into  a  serious  conversation  with  M.  St.  Gill ;  Ins,  and  when  the  woman  calls  upon  him  by  his 

and  on  the  strength  of  what  had  just  passed,  s»>  name,  he  immediately  answers  her."— Several 

factottiflyinvei|^ed  against  the  absurd  inereduU-  ancient  writers  have  informed  us,  that  in  tho 

cy  flf  our  modem  soepties  and  pretended'philoso-  times  of  Paganism,  evil  spirits  had  oommunioB 

^rs,  on  the  article  of  ghosts  or  apparitions,  with  these  ventUoqum  per  pmUe  eouUmiu, 

M.  St.  Gin  thought  it  high  thne  to  disabuse  the  Ghrysostcna  saysr-^<  Traditur  Pythia  fiamina 

good  fktbert.    TTiis  purpose,  however,  he  fbund  fuisse,  qum  in  Tripodes  sedens  expaasa  malignum 

S^UiaaMly  difflcuk  toeffeet,till  he  had  prevail-  spiritam  per  iatsiM  iauaissum,  «t  per  geaitalsa 
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p&rtM  fabMintem  ezctprens,  fiirore  replerotar,  pearad  to  BUk«,  and  aifonied  hin  a  view  ^  lik 

ipMque  resolutM  crinibus  baocharetur,  ez  oro  whole  figure,  an  engranog  of  which  I  aoaO  gita 

ipumam  emittens,  ec  tio  fororis  Tocha  loquebap  in  this  work." 

tur,"  Ace,  N.  B. — Blako,  who  died  oolj  two  or 

SpecbreB  hao€  oho  betn  produced  by  tttek  ep<i-  yean  ago,  was  an  ingenious  artist,  who  il 

ealeaAUnti<m»a»th§phanta»magvria.    By  means  ed  Blair's  Gravoi  and  other  works,  and  was  m 

of  this  instrument,  a  spectre  can  be  made  appa-  much  of  an  enthutiaitt  that  he  imagined  he  oould 

rantlj  to  start  up  from  a  white  mist,  and  to  rush  tal\  up  from  the  vasty  deep,  any  spirits  or  ootpo- 

Ibrward  towards  the  spectator  with  a  horrific  as-  real  fi>rms.    Were  it  not  a  net,  that  a  work 

pect.    If  a  thin  screen  were  placed  in  a  dark  entitled  "  Zodiacal  Phydognony,"  written  by 

room,  and  the  lantern  of  the  phaatasmagoriB,  John  Parley,  and  illustrated  with  engravings,  was 

with  its  light  properly  concealed,  the  most  lerri-  actually  published  in  the  year  18S8,  by  LongnBan 

Sic  phantoms  might  be  exhibited,  which  would  and  Co.,  we  should  have  deemed  it  almost  impoe* 

confound  and  appal  every  one  previously  unao-  sible,  that  amidst  the  light  of  the  present  age,  aay 

quainted  with  the  contrivance,  especially  if  the  man  capable  of  writing  a  grammatical  semeooe» 

eahibition  was  suddenly  made  at  the  dead  hour  of  wouM  mrumtfy  give  such  a  description  as  that 

night.    By  means  of  such  exhibitions,  confined  quoted  above,  and  attach  his  belief  to  sudi  ahsor* 

with  the  art  orventrik)qui8m,  and  the  assistance  dity  and  nonsense.    But  amidst  all  our  boasted 

of  a  confederate,  almost  every  thing  that  has  been  scientifie  improvements  and  discoveries,  it  ap- 

noorded   respecting  speetrea  and  apparitions  pears,  that  the  clouds  of  ignorance  and  superati* 

night  be  realized.  tion  still  hang  over  a  large  body  of  our  poptilalinn, 

and  that  the  light  of  the  millennial  era,  If  it  have 

I  shall  conclude  these  iUnstrations  of  appari-  yet  dawned,  is  stilllar  from  its  meridian  ylsnrlonr» 

Uons,  by  presenting  the  reader  with  a  description  _^^_^ 
of  the  ghod  of  u  Jka,  by  Mr.  Vuriey,  formerly 

alluded  to,  an  a  specimen  of  the  folly  and  super-  After  what  has  bean  now  stated  respecting  the 

atition  that  still  degrade  the  present  age.  circumstancea  which  may  have  led  to  the  po^dar 

*'  With  .respect  to  the  vision  of  the  ghost  of  the  belief  of  spectres  and  apparitions,  it  would  be  al- 

flea,  as  seen  by  Mr.  Blake,  it  kgreea  in  counte-  most  needless  to  spend  time  in  illostiating  the 

nance  with  one  class  of  people  uuler  Gbmini,  futility  of  such  a  belief.    Thoreis  one  strong  ob- 

which  sign  Is  the  significator  of  the  flea,  whose  jectkm  against  the  probability  of  apparitions,  and 

brown  colour  is  appropriate  to  the  coloqr  of  the  that  is,— that  they  scarcely  appear  to  be  inteli- 

eyes,  in  some  folUtoned  Gemini  persons,  and  the  gent  creatures,  or  at  least,  that  they  possem  as 

neatness,  elasticity,  and  tenseness  of  the  flea,  are  amall  a  degree  of  intelligence,  ^t  they  are  un» 

significant  of  the  elegant  dancing  and  fencing  sign  qualified  to  act  with  prudence,  or  to  use  die 

Gemini.    The  spirit  visited  his  imagination  in  means  requisite  to  accomplish  an  end.    Ghosts 

aucha  figure  as  he  never  anticipated  in  an  insect,  are  said  oAen  to  appear  in  order  to  discover 

As  I  was  anxious  to  make  the  most  correct  inves*  some  crime  that  had  been  conmutted ;  but  they 

ligation  in  my  power  of  the  truth  of  theae  visions,  never  appear  to  a  magistrate,  or  some  person 

on  hearing  of  this  spiritual  apparition  of  a  flea,  I  of  authority  and  intelligence,  but  to  sobm  fllit^ 

naked  him  if  he  could  draw  for  me  the  reaem*  rate  clown,  who  happens  to  live  near  the  place 

blance  of  what  he  aaw.  He  instantly  sakl,  *  I  see  where  the  crime  was  committed,  to  some  per- 

him  now  before  lae.'  I  therefore  gave  him  paper  aon  who  has  no  connexion  at  ah  with  the  alP 

and  a  pencil  with  which  he  drew  the  portrait,  of  fair,  and  who,  in  general,  is  the  most  impropei 

which  a  &c-8imile  is  given  in  this  number.  I  ifelt  person  in  the  world  for  making  the  tUscovny. 

conrinced  by  his  mode  of  proceeding,  that  he  had  GlanviUe,  who  wrote  in  defence  of  witeberafl  and 

a  real  image  befbre  him ;  for  he  IdH  off  and  b»*  apparitions,  rektes,  for  instance,  the  following 

gan  on  aa^er  part  of  the  paper,  to  make  a  ae-  story :  *'  Jaroea  Haddock,  a  farmer,  was  manriell 

parate  drawing  of  the  mouth  of  the  flea,  which  to  Elenor  Welsh,  by  whom  he  had  a  son.  Afiflf 

the  spirit  having  opened,  he  was  prevented  from  the  death  of  Haddock,  his  wifo  married  one 

proceeding  with  the  first  sketch,  tiU  he  had  cfosed  Davis ;  and  both  agreed  to  defraud  the  son  by  the 

it.    During  the  time  occupied  in  completing  the  former  marriage,  of  a  lease  bequeathed  to  him  by 

drawing,  the  flea  told  him  that  all  fleas  were  in-  his  father.    Upon  this  the  ghoat  of  Haddock  ap- 

habited  by  the  souls  of  such  men  as  were  by  na*  peered  to  one  Francis  Tavemer,  the  servant  «f 

ture  blood-thim^  to  excess,  and  were,  therefore,  liOrd  Chichester,  and  desired  hhn  lo  go  to  Elenor 

providentially  confined  to  the  sise  and  form  of  Welsh,  and  to  inform  her  that  it  was  the  will  of 

such  insects ;  otherwise,  were  he  himself,  for  in-  her  former  husband  that  their  son  ahonhi  enjoy 

stance,  the  size  of  a  horse,  he  would  depopulate  the  lea^.    Tavemer  did  not  at  first  execotetkis 

a  great  part  of  the  country.    He  added,  that,  *  if  oommisraoa,  but  he  was  continually  hannied  by 

in  attempting  to  leap  (torn  one  bland  to  another,  the  apparition  in  the  most  hideous  shapea,  whk^ 

he  should  fall  into  the  aea,  he  couM  awim,  and  even  threatened  to  tear  him  in  piecea,  tiO  ct  hH 

Muldnotbe  lost.*    This  apirit  afterwards  ap-  he  delivered  the  messaga/'  Now,  hndthia  ipectw 
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dw  lent  oommoD  mom,  it  would  have  of  day  their  inaMa^  would  be  delivered  witl  a« 

appeared  fint  toEIeoor  Wdab,  aJod  her  husband  much  eaie,  and  with  more  diance  of  succees. 

Davie,  and  fri^^tened  them  into  complianoe  at  As  it  would  excite  less  fear,  it  would  be  listened  to 

onoe,  and  not  have  kept  poor  Tavemer,  who  had  with  more  calmnew  and  attention;  and  were 

oo  coaoern  in  the  matter,  in  sudi  eonstant  die-  they  to  exhibit  themselves  before  a  number  of 

quietude  and  alann.  intelligent  witnesses  in  the  iuQ  blaze  of  day,  the 

Anocher  odd  ciroomstance  rMpecting  appari-  purposes  ibr  which  they  were  sent  would  be  more 
<ions,  is,  that  tk^  km»  nofotmr to  ^m^lUl  tht^  speedily  and  securely  accomplished.  The  ce- 
are  arfdrcsied.  LiGlanville's  relations,  we  read  lestial  messengers  whOM  visits  are  recorded  in 
of  an  old  woman,  that  appeared  often  to  David  Scriptore,  appeared  m4st  frequently  during  the 
Hunter,  a  neat-herd,  at  the  houM  of  the  Bishop  light  of  day,  and  communicated  their  messages, 
of  Down.  Whenever  she  appeared,  he  found  in  many  instances,  to  a  number  of  individnals  at 
Hinuelf  obliged  to  foUow  her ;  and,  fer  three  quar-  once— messagM ,  which  were  of  the  utmost  im- 
tars  of  a  year,  poor  David  spent  the  whole  of  aW  portance  to  the  individuals  addressed,  and  even 
most  every  ni^t  in  scampering  up  and  down  to  mankind  at  large.  To  give  credit,  therefore, 
through  the  woods  after  this  old  woman.  How  to  the  popular  sUmim  reepecting  ghosts  and  ap- 
lo(g  this  extraordinary  employment  might  have  paritions,  embodies  in  it  a  reflection  on  the  ch^ 
oontioufd,  it  is  impossible  to  gucM,  had  not  racter  of  the  AIl-wiM  Ruler  of  the  worid,  and 
David's  violent  fatigue  made  him  one  night  ex«  a  libel  on  the  administratbns  of  his  moral  go- 
claim,  "  hurd  btoM  me !— wouM  I  were  dead !—  vecnment. 
dmll  I  never  be  delivered  from  this  nuMry  T*  On 

which  the  phantom  replied,  '*  Lord  bless  me  too !  No.  yUl.^EtfploaionB  qf  SUam-'Engmu, 

—It  was  happy  you  spoke  6rst,  for  till  then  I  Pp.  33, 76. 
had  no  power  to  speak,  though  I  have  followed 

you  so  long !"  Then  she  gave  him  a  message  to  As  steam-engines  are  now  applied  to  the  pur- 
ser two  wns,  though  David  told  her  he  remem-  pose  of  impdling  vessels  along  seas  and  rivers, 
bered  nothing  about  her.  David,  it  seems,  ne>  as  well  u  to  many  important  manufacturing  pro- 
glecled  to  delivsr  the  message,  at  which  the  old  cesses,  and  are  capable  of  still  more  extensive 
beUam  was  so  much  provoked,  that  she  relumed  applications,  and  of  higher  improvements  than 
and  hit  him  a  hearty  blow  on  the  shoulder,  wkuch  they  have  yet  attained-^it  is  of  the  utmost  inn 
made  him  cry  out  and  then  speak  to  her.  Now,  portance  that  every  circumstance  should  be  care- 
if  she  could  not  speak  till  David  addressed  her,  folly  guarded  against,  which  hMthe  remotest 
why  might  she  not  have  applied  this  orator ial  tendency  to  endanger  the  bursting  of  the  boiler, 
nadicine,  the  first  time  she  appeared  to  him  1  It  and  that  no  person  bs  intrust  with  the  di* 
would  have  saved  both  herMlf  and  him  many  a  rectioo  of  such  enginM  who  is  not  distinguished 
veaiy  journey,  and  certainly  David  would  much  for  prudence  and  caution,  or  who  is  unacquainted 
fBli^er  have  had  half  a  docen  blows  from  her  chop*  with  their  construction  and  the  principle  of  their 
fj  fists,  than  have  wanted  so  many  nights*  sleep,  operation.  For,  to  ignorance  and  imprudence 
To  complete  the  atory,  it  must  be  added,  that  are  to  be  ascribeid  numy  of  thoMSOcklentB  which 
when  David's  wifo  found  it  impossible  to  keep  him  hafe  happened  fixxnthe  bursting  of  the  boilera 
from  following  the  troublesome  visiter,  she  trudged  of  iheM  enginM.  This  remark  is  strikingly  il- 
after  him,  but  was  never  gratified  with  a  sight  of  lustrated  by  the  followiiig  and  many  other  tragical 
the  enchantrsM. — Sm  Eaey.  Brit.  Art.  8p0dtr§^  oocurrencM  ;— 

What  imaginable  purpose  can  be  Mnred  by  In  the  month  of  August  1816,  the  foUowmg 
Mch  dumb  spectres  that  cannot  speak  till  they  are  melancholy  accident  happened  at  Messrs.  Nea- 
addrMsed,<or  by  sending  apparitions  from  the  ham  and  Go's  colliery  at  Newbottle.  The  pro- 
invisible  worUl  that  appear  destitute  of  common  prietors  had  formed  a  powerful  locomotive  stean^ 
•enM  ?  It  ii  remarked  by  Ghmville,  that  ghosts  engine  for  the  purpoM  of  drawing  tea  or  twelve 
are  generally  very  eager  to  be  gone;  and,iBdeed,  ooalwagoMtothestaith  atone  time:  andontha 
they  are  frequently  m  much  m,  that  like  diildren  day  it  wm  to  be  put  in  motion,  a  great  number 
and  thoughtlcM  foob,  thev  do  not  stay  to  tell  of  persons  belonging  to  the  colliery  ooUeoted  to 
)heir  errand.  It  appears  altogether  inconsistent  iM  it;  but,  luifortunately,  just  as  it  was  going  off, 
with  any  rational  or  seriptural  idoM  of  the  over-  the  boiler  of  the  machine  burst.  ^  Tlie  engine- 
roUag  provideoM  of  the  Ahnighty,  to  suppoM  man  was  dashed  to  pieces,  and  his  manglid  re« 
that  such  beings  would  be  selected  for  adminia-  mains  blown  Uiyaids.  The  top  of  the  boile% 
caring  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom,  and  for  main-  nine  foot  square,  weighing  nineteen  hundred 
taiaing  an  intercourse  betwe«i  the  visible  and  weight,  was  Mown  100  yards,  and  the  two  cj^* 
invisible  workls.  It  is  abo  stated  to  be  one  p*-  linderfl  90  yards.  A  little  boy  was  abo  thrown  to 
euliarity  of  spectrM  that  tim^  appear  onl^  in  m§  a  great  distanM.  By  this  accident  ./f/^MMsn 
aigkU  But  if  they  are  MUt  to  this  sublunary  •  penom  were  killed  and  wounded,  of  whom  elevea 
fpgimk  on  affairs  of  importance,  why  should  they  died  bn  Sunday  night ;  several  remaining  dan- 
lia  ilraid  of  the  light  of  the  son  }    In  the  light  geroosly  ill.    The  cause  of  the  accident  is  ao- 
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counted  for  m  follows  >— Tba  eiigine*in«ii  said,  cyliadtn  eould  no  loogflr  eontaui  it^  and  gtm 

**  Am  thert  are  9tveral  oumtf  and  otciper*  Acre,  /  w^  with  great  violMice.    Siy  of  the  anfbrtinalt 

witt  mafcf  htr  (the  engiDe)  go  m  grand  ttyk  f*  Mifferers  died  on  Wedneaday  nifht,  and  one  er 

an  J  he  had  icaioely  foC  upon  the  hoiler  to  looee  two  othera  are  not  expected  to  aamve." — Lnd* 

the  ecrew  of  the  eanty  valve,  but,  beiac  over-  mana  OoMtttemtd  Ntm  Orleans  JiermntiU  AA» 

healed,  \ltl^M^L^M<nahiyMagtame,  voUO,  veriiatr^  Julj  8th,  1816. 

p.  181.  Since  tlie  above  aoeidenta  happened,  ombj 

From  what  it  here  etated,  it  appeara,  that  thia  others  of  a  similar  natwe  have  oecnrred,  whin 

tragical  accident  was  oocaskmed  by  a  combina-  have  ultimately  been  aaoertaiaed  to  have  been 

tion  of  vanity,  ignorance,  and  imprudence  in  the  owing  either  to  ignonmoe^  or  to  careleaaneasand 

pereon  to  whom  the  direction  of  the  engine  waa  inattention,  which  are  the  natural  reaoUa  ef 

committed. — The  following  accident  which  hap-  ignorance.     At  iteaoi-boats  are  now  navigate 

pened  to  the  WatMngUm  eUanhboat,  belonging  ing  all  our  Friths  and  rivers,  and  even  ploo^iung 

to  Wheelingf  N.  America,  is  attributed  to  a  die  ocean  itself;  -and  as  steam  carriages,  are 

somewhat  similar  cause.  likely  sotm  to  come  into  general  use  for  the  OQ»i 

"  This  boat  started  from  Wheeling  on  Moi»-  veyance  of  passengers  and  goods,  it  is  of  the 
day,  June  10th,  1816,  and  arrived  at  Marietta  on  utnKiet  importance  to  their  success,  and  to  die 
Tuesday  evening  at  7  o'clock,  wad  came  safely  aafety  of  the  public,  that  every  precaodon  bo 
to  anchor,  where  she  remained  till  Wednesday  adopted  to  prevent  thoaeecpkisioos,  and  danr> 
mommg.  The  fires  had  been  kindled  and  the  rangements  of  the  machinery,  ^ich  wight  he 
boilers  sufficiently  hot,  preparatory  to  her  depart  attoided  with  fatal  effects.  But,  ahhough  science 
ture,  when  the  anchor  was  weighed  and  the  and  art  may  accomplish  aH  that  seems  requisite 
helm  put  to  larboard,  in  order  to  wear  her  in  a  for  the  preventioo  of  danger,  unless  persona 
position  to  start  her  machinery ;  but  only  having  of  prudence  and  intelligence  be  obtained  far  the 
one  of  her  rudders  shipped  at  the  time,  ita  inflt^  superinieadence  and  direction  of  such  asacUnes, 
enoe  was  not  sufficient  to  have  the  desired  effect,  the  efforts  of  their  piojeclors  to  prevent  accident 
and  she  immediately  shot  over  under  the  Virgi-  may  prove  abortive.  And  until  the  tone  of  ta- 
ota  shore,  where  it  was  found  expedient  to  dirow  tellect,  among  the  middling  and  lower  orders,  be 
over  the  hedge  at  die  stem  to  effect  it.  This  somewhat  mors  elevated  than  it  is  at  preeeot,  it 
being  accomplished,  the  crew  were  then  required  may  be  difficult  to  obtain  persons  for  tlus  purpose 
to  haul  it  on  board,  and  were  nearly  all  collected  of  Uie  requialte  qualifications, 
in  the  quarter  for  that  purpose.  At  this  ui>-  The  (bl  lowing  recent  aoeidenta  from  steam- 
happy  fatal  moment,  the  end  of  the  cylinder  to-  boat  eipkieioos,  in  all  probability  originated  from 
wards  the  stem  exidoded,  and  threw  the  whole  causae  similar  to  those  to  which  I  liave  now 
contents  of  hot  water  among  them,  and  spread  alluded. 

death  and  torture  in  every  direction.  The  captain,  The  boiler  of  the  steam-boat  CaiseComs,  fdy- 

mate,  and  several  seamen  were  knocked  over-  ing  on  the  Miasissipi,  exploded  on   the  11th 

board,  but  were  saved,  with  the  exception  of  April  1890,  killing  and  wounding  about  fifteen  of 

one  man,  by  boats  from  ths  town,  and  by  swim-  the  passengers  and  seven  of  the  crew,    seven  or 

ming  to  the  shore.    The  whole  town  was  alarm-  eight  of  whom  were  blown  overboard  and  lost, 

ed  by  the  explosion,  and  all  the  physicians,  with  It  was  expected  that  some  of  the  wounded  wouU 

a  number  of  citizens,  went  immediately  to  their  rspover,  although  badly  scalded.     The  boiler 

relief.    On  going  on  board,  a  melancholy  and  burst  in  the  aide  while  the  boat  was  under  weigh, 

truly  horrible  scene  was  presented  to  view.    Six  and  about  two  hours  afler  being  wooded.    There 

or  eight  persons  were  nearly  skinned  from  head  were  on  board  about  400  dedt,  and  sixty  cabin 

to  foot,  and  others  scalded,  making  in  the  whole,  passengers,  besides  the  crew,  being  altogedier 

seventeen.     In  stripping  off  their  clothes  the  about  MO  souls.    The  hull  of  the  boat  was  un- 

dcin  pealed  off  with  them  to  a  considerable  depth,  iiyured.     It  is   said  that  the   accident  arose 

Added  to  this  melancholy  sight,  the  ears  of  the  from  the  passengers  crowding  to  one  side  of  the 

pitying  spectators  were  pierced  by  the  screams  boat,  by  which  one  side  of  the  boiler  waa  expos-' 

and  groans  of  the  agonizing  sufferers,  rendering  ed  to  the  direct  action  of  the  fire,  and  when  tho 

the  scene  horrible  bevond  description.  boat  righted,  a  quantity  of  steam  was  soddealy 

"The  cause  of  this  melancholy  cataatrophe  generated  greater  than  the  aafcty  valve  could 
may  be  accounted  for  by  the  cylinder  not  having  cany  off. — The  number  of  persona  who  have  lost 
vent  through  the  safety  valve,  which  was  firmly  their  lives  by  explosions  hi  America,  since  the 
stopped  by  the  weight  which  hung  on  the  lever,  commencement  d'the  seaaon(1880,)  is  not  muck 
having  been  unfortunately  slipped  to  its  extreme,  short  of  one  hundred^  ■  sixty  in  the  Sdem  JUaet 
without  its  being  noticed,  and  the  length  of  time  gngs^,  four  hn  the  Hmtmt,  nine  in  the  Imike 
oeeupied  in  wearing  before  her  machinery  could  JfivahoO,  and  Jbortoen  in  the  Colsdonia,  ba- 
be set  in  motion,  whereby  the  force  of  the  steanf  sidsa  those  of  the  latter,  who,  it  waa  ftarsd 
would  have  been  expended;  theee  two  causes  would  not  recover  fiom  the  iBfjuriies  they  hs^ 
onii^,  confined  the  steam  till  the  strength  of  the  sustained. 
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Ib  thMe  tad  odier  Inftanoei,  it  fi  more  than  tho  neit  pUco,  it  was  moat  imprudent  to  faotura 

•trobable,  that  a  want  of  attantion  to  the  nahtrat  upon  the  other  line  of  rail-way,  more  eapeciallj 

toiM  uf  the  oniTerM,  and  to  the  obvioua  eSeeta  when  a  oload  ofateam  prevented  them  from  le^^ 

which  an  enlightened  nund  abould  foreeee  they  ing  what  %va8  passing  around  them.— Inregavdto 

woold  produce,  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  de-  the  person  who  had  the  command  of  the  Boltoo 

tiructaon  of  so  many  human  beings,  and  of  tlie  train,  it  was^  incautious  and  imprudent  in  tlM 

iofiorings  of  those  whose  tires  were  pressrred.  highest  degree,  to  urge  his  machinery  forward, 

The  same  remark  may  be  applied  to  the  cir-  whon  ho  beheld  a  volume  of  smoke  immediately 

eomstances  eonoeeted  with  a  late  fatal  accident  before  him ;  tiie  least  consideration  must  bars 

idiich  happened  on  the  LirerpooS  and  Manchea-  convinced  him,  that  aome  accident  must  have 

tor  rail-road.  happened,  and  that  the  cloud  of  steam  would  pre- 

On  Friday  afternoon,  February  1,  18SS,  as  vent'  those  enveloped  in  it  from  perceiving  the 
the  seodnd-daas  train,  which  leaves  Liverpool  at  approach  of  his  vehicle ;  and,  therefore,  lie  ought 
three  o'clock,  was  proceeding  over  Parr  Mos«,  a  immediately  to  have  abated  his  speed,  so  as  to 
little  on  the  other  side  of  Newton,  one  of  the  have  acquired  a  complete  oommand  of  the  en* 
tnbes  which  passes  longitudinally  through  the  gine  by  the  time  it  arrived  at  the  spot  where  the 
boiler,  burst.  The  consequence  was,  that  a  steam  was  floating.  Hence  the  importance— in' 
q[uantity  of  water  fell  into  the  fire,  steam  was  conducting  steam-engines  and  other  departments 
generated  in  abundance,  and  the  engina  stopped,  of  niachinery—-of  having  as  superintendents,  men 
Several  of  the  passengers  alighted  to  see  what  of  prudence  and  of  enlightened  minds,  capijrfe  of 
was  the  matter,  and  they  incautiously  got  upon  the  Ibreseeing  the  probable  effects  of  every  combina* 
line  of  rafl-way  taken  by  the  trains  in  going  to  tion  of  circumstances  that  may  happen  to  occur. 
Liverpool  ,-*4he  contrary  to  that  on  which  the  dis*  For  Jgnormiot  is  generally  proud,  obstinato, 
abled  engine  stood.  WhUe  they  were  in  this  incautious,  precipitato  in  its  movements,  and 
aitnation,  a  train  of  wagons  ffom  Bolton,  pro*  regardless  of^  consequences ;  so  that,  through  its 
eaeding  to  Liverpool,  came  up.  The  persons  heedlessness  and  foUy,  the  most  splendid  inv«i« 
vfbo  had  alighted  did  not  see  the  sdvaociug  tram,  tions  are  often  impeded  in  their  progress,  and 
being  enveloped  in  a  dense  doud  of  vapour ;  and,  their  value  and  utility  called  in  question. 
hom  the  same  cause,  they  were  by  the  conduct-  The  Liverpool  and  Mandiester  RaB-way, 
or  alao  unseen.  They  accordingly  came  upon  and  the  locomotive  powers  of  the  machinery  and 
them  with  fearful  violence ;  several  were  knodted  engines  which  move  along  it,  constitute  one  ol 
down,  and  the  wheels  of  the  train  passed  over  four  the  most  splendid  and  useful  improvements  oi 
of  them.  Three  of  the  unfortunate  party  were  modem  times.  From  the  last  half-yearly  Ra« 
killed  upon  the  spot ;  their  bodies  being  dread*  port  of  the  Directors,  from  June  SO  to  December 
lUny  crushed ;  the  fourth  survived,  and  was  taken  SI ,  1832,  it  it  satisfactorily  proved,  that  this  rail» 
fbrward  to  the  infirmary,  but  his  recovery  was  way  is  completely  efficient  and  applicable  to  all 
eonsidered  hopeless.  Two  of  the  three  killed  the  greatobjects  for  which  it  was  designed.  Durw 
were  elderly  persons,  whose  names  were  un-  ing  the  period  now  specified,  thero  were  carried 
known ;  the  third,  an  interesting  young  man,  along  the  rail-way  86,842  tons  goods,  39,940  tons 
wiMhad  formerly  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Con»-  coals,  and  182,823  passengers,  which  is  73,498 
pany  as  a  fireman,  and  who  was  married  only  three  fewer  than  in  the  corresponding  six  months  ol 
wedtt  before.  The  survivor  was  a  boy  about  1831,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  Dub- 
■ixteen  years  of  age,  ^o'was  proceeding  from  lin,  and  in  die  towns  of  Manchester  and  Liver- 
Belfast  to  Halifax,  where  his  parents  reside.—  pool.  Were  this  rail-way  continued  to  London, 
The  casually,  whidi  was  the  occadon  of  it  is  calculated,  that  the  journey  from  Liverpool 
this  serious  resuh,  was  itself  but  trifling,  as  the  to  the  Metropolis,  a  distance  of  more  than  200 
train  went  forward  to  Manchester  afler  a  short  miles,  might  be  performed  in  eight  or  tea  hours, 
delay.                                       • 

This  shocking  catastrophe  was  evidently  cans-  No.  tX.— Gtrenmstanost  loUdk  Udtoik9  iiwm 
ad  by  rashness  and  imprudence— by  not  foresee-  tfen  t^Hu  8<tfttjf  jLomp.    Pp.  27,   81. 

Ing  what  might  probably  arise  from  t  certain 

oombination    of  circumstances    or,  in   other        This  lamp,  by  means  of  which  hundreds  ol 

words,  by  inattention  to  oertam  natural  hws,  lives  have  been  preserved,  was  invented  in  the 

both  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  connected  autumn  of  1816.  Sir  Humphry  Davy,  thainyen- 

with  the  Liverpod  train  of  wagons,  and  of  thoee  tor,  was  led  to  the  consideration  of  this  sulijeet, 

who  oooducted  the  Bdton  train.    In  regard  to  by  an  applicatfen  from  Dr.  Gray,  now  Bishop 

the  passengers  in  the  Livnpod  train,  it  was  of  Bristol,  the  chairman  of  asociety  established 

highly  unproper  that  they  should  have  left  their  in  1813,  at  Bishop- Wearmoath,  to  consider  and 

Beats  on  the  carriage.    The  accident  which  befbl  promote  the  means  of  preventing  aooidents  by 

the  unfortunate  Mr.  Huskisson,  at  the  opening  fire  in  coal-pits.    Being  then  in  Scotland,  ha 

of  tl!e  rail-way,  shouU  have  operated  as  an  im-  visited  the  mines  on  his  return  aonthward,  and 

presslvn  warning  agaiait  tiidi  a  practieo.    lo  was  supplied  with  apecimcaa  of  firedamp,  w^^id^ 
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oa  rMwbng  London, he  proeaodod  to  ezamiao  mtlely  totho  tea^water  ItadC  Iiwm 
•nd  analjze.  He  mob  diecovered  that  the  carw  hnnted  through  nature,  diaoovered  in  nk 
bumtted  bydrogqn  gae,  ca&ed  fire-damp  by  the  and  apringSi  and  puraued  into  all  bodies  whica 
ninen,  wo«ild  not  espkMie  when  mixed  with  leea  have  a  marine  origin;  among  the  resty  into 
than  aiXi  or  more  than  fourteen  timee  its  volume  sponge.  A  medical  practitioner  then  called  to 
of  air ;  and,  fiirther,  that  the  ezploeive  mixture  mind  a  reputed  remedy  for  the  cure  of  one  of  the 
r.0ttU  not  be  fired  in  Cubes  of  small  diameters  and  most  grierous  and  unsightly  dirarders  to  whidi 
pr<^XNrtionatB  lengths.  Gradually  diminishing  the  hiunan  species  is  subject— the  gwf  which 
these,  he  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  a  tissue  infirsti  the  inhabitants  of  mountainous  distncu  to 
of  wire  in  which  the  medies  do  not  exceed  a  an  extent  which  in  this  favoured  land  we  have 
certain  small  diameter,  wliich  may  be  considered  happily  no  experience  of,  and  which  was  said  to 
as  the  uhimate  limit  of  a  series  c^such  tubes,  is  have  been  originally  cured  by  the  ashes  of  burnt 
impervious  to  the  inflamed  air ;  and  thai  a  lamp  sponge.  Led  by  this  indication,  he  tried  the  e& 
covered  with  such  tissue  may  be  used  with  per-  iect  ot  iodine  on  that  cooplaint,  and  the  result 
feet  safoty,  even  in  an  explosive  mixture,  which  established  the  extraordinary  fact,  that  this  sin- 
takes  fire  and  bunis  within  the  cage,  securely  gular  substance,  token  as  a  medicine,  acts  with 
cut  off  fitMn  the  power  of  doing  hann.  Thus,  the  utmost,  promptitude  and  energy  on  goitre,  die* 
when  the  atmosphere  is  so  impure  that  Um»  flame  sipating  the  largest  and  most  inveterate  in  a  short 
of  a  lamp  itself  cannot  be  maintained,  the  Davy  time,  and  acting  (of  course  with  occasional  (afl- 
■tiU  supplies  light  to  the  miner,  and  turns  his  ures,  like  all  other  medicines)  as  a  specific  or 
worst  enemy  into  an  obedient  servant.  This  in-  natural  antagonist,  against  that  odious  defonsity. 
vention,  the  certain  source  of  large  profit,  he  It  is  thus  that  any  aocession  to  our  knowledge  ol 
presented  with  charaotorisdc  liberality  to  the  nature  is  sure,  sooner  or  later,  to  make  itsdf  feU 
public.  The  worda  are  preserved  in  which,  in  sonw  practical  application,  and  that  a  bensfit 
when  pressed  to  secwe  to  himeelf  the  benefit  of  conferred  on  acience,  by  the  casual  observation 
a  patent,  he  declined  to  do  so,  in  conformity  with  or  shrewd  remark  of  even  an  onscientifie  or  illito* 
the  high-minded  resolution  which  he  formed,  rato  person,  infallibly  repays  itself  with  interest, 
upon  acquiring  independent  wealth,  of  never  thouf^  often  in  a  way  that  oouU  never  have  been 
making  his  scientific  eminenoe  subservient  to  at  firit  contemplated."^ 
gain.  **  I  have  enough  for  all  my  views  and  Iodine  was  aeeidtMlalfy  disoovored  (as  above 
purposes,  more  wealth  might  be  troublesome,  stated)  in  181i,  by  M.  De  Gourtois,  a  mannfiio* 
and  distract  my  attention  from  those  pursuitt  turer  of  saltpetre  at  Paria,  and  derived  ite  first 
in  which  I  delight.  More  wealth  could  not  illustrations  from  M.  Clement  and  M.  Deeorw 
increase  my  fkme  or  happiness.  It  might  un-  mes.  lis  name  literally  signifies  a  laofaf  colour.  Its 
doubtedly  enaUe  me  to  put  four  horses  to  my  car-  qiecific  gravity  is  about  4.  It  becomes  a  violel* 
riage,  but  what  would  it  avail  me  to  have  it  said,  coloured  gat  at  a  temperature  below  that  of  boiling 
that  Sir  Humphry  drivM  his  carriage  and  four  7"  water ;  it  combines  with  the  metals,  with  pboe> 

CMUry  qfPortrmU.  phorus  and  sulphur,  with  the  alkalia  and  metsllie 

oxides,  and  forms  a  detonating  compound  with 

No.  X. — On  tki  VUUfy  of  A§  Remarkt  and  ammonia.     Dr.  Coindet  of  Geneva  first  recoa- 

ObtenaUona  qf  Mpeheauet   and  Maanrfao'  mended  the  use  of  it,  in  the  form  of  tincture,  frr 

fMren.  P.  61.  the  cure  of  goitres.    Some  readers  may  perhaps 

require  to  be  informed  that  the  goitre  is  a  large 

That  the  remaiks  of  experienced  artiste  and  la-  fleehy  excrescence  that  grows  from  the  thro^ 

bourers,  may  frequently  lead  to  usefiil  discoveries,  and  sometimes  increases  to  an  enormous  aiie. 

may  bo  illustrated  by  the  following  facte  ^—**  A  The  inhabitante  of  certain  parte  of  Switxeiiand, 

soap  manoiacturer  remarked  that  the  residuum  especially  those  in  the  republic  of  FUaii,  are 

of  his  ley,  when  exhausted  of  the  alkali  for  which  particularly  subject  to  this  shocking  defbmdty. 
he  empk^od  it,  produced  a  oorroaifm  of  his  cop- 


per boiler  for  which  he  could  not  account.    He    No.  Xl/— LifiereUul^  cf  Rdtgimu  tfeefeist  in 
put  it  into  the  hands  of  a  scientific  chemist  for  Ammeoj   coniratUd  with    Bntuk  big^tif* 


analysis,  and  the  result  was  the  discovery  of  one  P.  149. 

of  the  most  singular  and  important  chemical  ele- 
ments, iodint.    The  properties  of  this,  being      •  The  following  sketches  are  taken  from  Stnart^ 


studied,  were  found  to  occur  most  appositely  in  "  TVce  Feort  in  NarA  Ammiea,*'   When  at 

Uhistration  and  support  of  a  variety  of  new,  curi-  Avon,  a  village  in  tlie  north-west  part  of  the  State 

oua,  and  instructive  views,  then  gaining  ground  in  of  New  York,  Mr.  Stuart  went  to  attend  a  church 

chemistry,  and  thus  exercised  a  marked  influence  about  a  mile  distant,  of  which  he  gives  the  follow* 

over  the  whole  body  of  that  science.    Curiosity  ingdescription.— ^*  Thehoraea  and  carriagsa  wore 

was  exohed ;  the  origin  of  the  new  substance  was  tied  up  in  great  sheds  near  the  church-doors,  dar 
traced  to  the  sesrplants  firom  whose  aihes  the 
irincipal  ingredient  of  soap  b  obtained,  and  ulti^  •  Hanchfll*s  Prelim.  JMsoowaa^to  Nat.  FfeU. 
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Ug  tke  tine  «f  Mnriee.    The  iky  was  hot,  wni  The  two  foUowiog  I  htive  prewrvad  :— *  The 

the  precentor,  ee  ueual,  ki  the  centre  of  the  front  oomer^tcme  of  a  new  RaptUt  church  wae  laid  at 

gallery,  oppoeite  to  the  minieter,  officiated,  not  Savannah  in  Georgia,  and  the  ceronxmial  ee^ 

only  without  a  gown,  hot  without  a  coat  npon  hu  vioeB  were  performed  by  clergymen  of  the  Metho* 

bade.    There  waa  aome  lort  of  instramental  diet,  German,  Lutheran,  Preabytertan,EpiMy^>ai. 

nuiie— hautboys  and  bassoonB,  I  think,  againet  ahd  Baptist  churches.'    <  The  sacrament  of  the 

which  there  are  no  prejudices  in  this  country.  Lord^s  supper  was  administered  in  the  Rev.  Mr. 

The  clergyman,  a  very  uoaflTecied,  eincere-look-  Post's  church  (Presbyterian  church  at  WsshbQ- 

ing  person,  delivered  a  plain  sensible  diseourse,  ton)  and,  at  tutualf  all  members  of  other  dnirches 

in  vi^ich  ha  introduced  the  names  of  Dr.  Erskine  in  regular  standing  were  invited  to  unite  with 

and  Dr.  Chalmers,  which  sounded  strange  to  us,  the  members  of  that  church,  in  teetifying  their 

considering  where  we  were^  en  the  western  side  &ith  in,  and  love  to,  their  Lord  and  Saviour, 

of  the  AtluitMi,  not  very  &r  from  the  falls  of  Ni-  The  invited  guests  araembled  around  the  table; 

agara.    At  the  dose  of  his  sermon,  he  addressed  and  it  so  happened  that  Mr.  Ghiindy,  a  eenator 

.  his  hearers  in  some  suoh  torms  as  these  ,<—<  My  from  Tennessee,  and  two  Cherokee  Indians,  were 

firionds,  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper  is  to  seated  side  by  side.'    Nothing  is  more  astound* 

be  dispensed  here  thb  evening.    This  is  a  free  ing  in  the  siage-coach  intercourse  with  the  peo« 

church,  open  to  ^1— Presbyterians,  Methodists,  pie  of  this  country,  as  well  as  in  the  bar-rooms 

Baptists,  and  all  other  denominations  oHChri^  where  travellers  meet,  than  the  freedom  and 

tians.  This  is  according  to  our  belief.  All  are  in-  apparent  sincerity  of  their  remarks,  and  the  per* 

▼ited  ;  the  risk  is  theirs.'    Such  liberality  is,  we  feet  feeling  of  equality  with  whidi  the  oonversap 

flsd  on  mqairy,  not  unusual  among  the  dergy men  lion    ii    maintained,    especially  on    religious 

and  congregations  of  diflTorent  sects,  with  Sie  ex»  matters.    I  have  beard  the  most  opposite  creed* 

caption  in  general  of  Unitarians,    l  observe  an  maintained,  without  any  thing  like  acrimooioas 

example  recorded  in  Hesack's  Life  of  Ginian  ;  discussion  or  sarcastic  remark,  by  person*  in  tha 

and  as  it  relates  to  tha  great  Father  of  tha  United  aame  stage,  professing  themsdves  undisguisedlyi 

States,  and  is  of  unquestionable  authority.  I  think  Calvinists,   Episcopalians,    Methodists,    and 

it  of  sufficient  interest  for  insertion.   *  While  the  Unitarians,"  &c. 

American  army,  under  the  command  of  Wash-  If  such  are  the  liberal  views  entertained  in 

ington,  lay  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Morria-  America  on  religious  subjects,  and  if  such  dispo- 

town,  New>Jersey,  it  occurred  that  the  service  of  sitions  are  more  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  tha 

the  communion  (then  observed  semi-annually  Christian  system,  than  the  fiery  and  uuhalbwed 

only)  was  to  be  administwed  to  the  Presbyterian  seal  and  uidioly  jealousies  which  many  religion- 

dnuch  in  that  vilhga.    In  a  morning  of  (he  pre-  ists  display — why  are  they  not  more  frequently 

vious  weak,  the  General,  afttf  his  accustomed  manife^ad  in  our  own  country  7    For,  the  differ- 

tnspaction  of  tha  camp,  vkited  the  house  of  the  ence  of  localities  and  customs  cannot  alter  tha 

RsV.  Dr.  Jones,  then  pastor  of  that  church,  and,  nature  and  obligation  of  mora)  principles  and 

after  the  usual  preliminaries,  thus  accosted  him :  actions.    What  a  striking  contrast  to  the  scenes 

— '  Doctor,  I  understand  that  the  Lord's  supper  now  exhibited  are  such  facts  as  the  following  ;— 

is  to  be  celebrated  with  you  nest  Sunday.  I  wouki  **  The  Rev.  J.  T.  Campbell,  rector  of  Tilston, 

learn,  if  it  accords  with  thecandosof  your  church  in  the  diocese  of  Chester,  kai  bem  tutpended 

to  admit  coromunicanis  of  another  denomination.'  fiwn  hit  fenced  /uncAmj  for  twelve  months, 

The  Doctor  rejoined, '  Most  certainly.    Ours  is  with  a  sequestration  of  his  benefice,  for  that  timcy 

not  the  Presbyterian  taMe,  General,  but  tha  for  pnoMtg  in  a  nuthodUt  mtt^ng-homu  in 

Lord's  tabla,  and  ire  hence  give  the  Lord's  invi-  Nantwich,  and  in  other  similar  plaoee  within 

tation  to  all  his  followers,  of  whatever  name.'  the  dioceee."    "  The  Rev.  Dr.  Rice,  curate  of 

The  General  replied,  *  I  am  glad  of  it ;  that  is  as  St.  Lukes,  London,  who  made  himself  conspicu- 

it  ought  to  be,  but  as  I  was  not  quite  sure  of  the  ous  the  other  day,  at  Mr.  Wakely's  dinner,  and 

fiicc,  I  thought  I  wouM  ascertain  it  from  yourself,  who,  in  consequence  of  the  liberal  sentiments  ha 

as  I  propose  to  join  with  you  on  that  occasion,  then  expressed  on  the  subject  of  Church  Reform, 

Though  a  member  of  the  church  of  England,  I  has  &llen  under  the  ceniure  of  his  diocesan." 

have  no  exclusive  paitialittes.'    The  Doctor  re-  Both  these  noticei  appeared  in  most  of  tha 

aasured  him  ofa  cordial  weloome,  and  the Gana-  newspapers  in  January  18S3,  and  wera  never 

rtl  was  found  seated  with  the  comnnmicants  tha  contradicted !    If  such  conduct  in  the  ruleis  of 

naat  Sabbath.  tha  church  were  tnorraii/ed  by  the  doctrines  or 

«<  During  my  residenca  in  the  United  States,  precepts  of  the  New  Testament,  Christianity 

■nbaeqoent  to  this  period^  I  was  frequently  wit-  would  be  unworthy  of  any  man's  attention  or 

Bess  to  the  good  understanding  which  generally  support     If  the  principles  and   persecntiBg 

prevails  among  dergymen  professing  difierent  spirit  involved  in  such  decisions,  ware  coon- 

apiniotts  on  church  forms  and  doctrinal  points,  tsnanoed  and  supported  by  the  laws  of  the  state, 

n  this  country ;  and  I  occasionally  observed  we  shook!  soon  be  subjected  to  al*  the  burnings, 

•Cfeas  in  tha  newspapers  tc  the  same  purport,  hangings,  maimings,  tortores,  a^  horrid  cruel' 
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dM,  wnkh  distiimttuhed  the  daik  tges  of  Pope-  &•  ckdm  of  die  rapid  iaemte  of  Dhmtxamf 
rr,  ana  the  nrooeedtngi  of  the  Star  Chamber.  The  Vicar  of  Pereoary  in  Sihkz  (as  appean 
How  lOng  wiO  it  be  ere  prolewed  Chnettans  from  a  petition  oftheparithionen,  dated  Pdiraa* 
dieplay  a  ChritAan  tfirUl  and  what  is  the  utility  rj  1,  183S)  derivea  an  inoooM  finin  the  paruh  of 
of  Christianity  to  the  world,  anleas  candoor,  aaont  12001.  a^year^and  yet  has  never  once  per- 
ferbearance,  lom^  meeiineas,  and  other  Christian  formed  dirine  senricoi  since  his  jadoctioo,  e6e«f 
▼irtnes,  be  the  characteristics  of  its  professed  s^emfcea  yeartagp.  He  haa another  liHi^  at 
votaries !  We  dare  any  person  to  bring  forwaid  Guesding,  about  BOmb  miles  distant,  firom  which 
a  single  inatance  of  a  man's  being  eooverted  to  be  derivea  a  revenue  of  4001.  per  anntmi.  Whs* 
the  fiuth  of  our  hfAj  religion,  by  the  diaplay  of  ther  he  does  duty  dieve  is  not  knewn ;  but  it  is 
imhallowed  seal,  furioua  bigotry,  aectarian  con*  not  absurd  to  suppose,  tliat  a  paraon  who  will  not 
tentions,  or  the  manifestation  of  a  domineering  so  much  as  rtad  projfen  tor  IfOOl.  is  not'  very 
and  perMcuting  spirit.  But,  thooaands  of  in-  likely  to  preadt  for  4001.— R.  UodgKMi,  Dean 
slanoea  codd  be  produced  of  auch  diapodtions  of  Carlide,ia  also  Vicar  of  Burg-eo-Sands,  Ree- 
being  the  means  of  recruiting  the  ranks  of  infi-  tor  of  St.  Georges  in  Hanover  Square,  Vicar  of 
delity  and  licentiousnesa.  The  following  stM»*  Hellington,  and  yet  at  none  of  these  places  is  be 
ment,  sent  to  the  Editor  of  theljmerpsof  Jtfcrvw-  found  officiating.  The  tithes  received  by  the 
ly,  Feb.  14th,  16SS,  displays  the  libenUt^  of  Dean  and  Chapter  for  Hesbet,  amount  to  lOOOt. 
certain  Britiah  clergymen,  in  the  tbirQr-thifd  or  IfiOOf.  a-year ;  they  pay  the  curate  that  does 
year  of  the  nineteenth  century.  "  I  have  been  the  duly  \9L  6a;,  or  at  the  rats  of  one  shilling 
recently  called  on  1^  death  to  part  with  one  of  a-day--the  wages  of  a  bricklayer^  labotver.  1m 
my  children.  I  waited  upon  the  Rev.  — —  Wedieral  and  Warwick,  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
of  church  (where  I  buried  a  child  a  abort  draw  about  10002.  a^-year  for  tithes,  and  lOOOL 
time  ago,)  to  arrange  with  him  about  its  intei^  a-year  from  the  choreh  lands,  and  they  pay  the 
ment  near  the  other.  *But,  to  what  place  of  working  minister  the  sum  of  &0L  a-year.  The 
worahip  do  you  go  V  inquired  most  serieualy  the  tithea  (/the  pariah  of  St.  Cuthberts  and  St.  Ma- 
Reverend  divine.  <  The  Methodists,  Sir,  of  the  ry  amount  to  about  16002.  a^-year ;  and  the  two 
New  Connexion,'  I  replied.  *  As  you  do  not  curates,  who  do  the  duty,  receive  eadi  the  sum 
attend  my  church,  I  cannot,  therefore,  bury  your  of  22.  ISa.  4d.  »-year ! !  Three  bruthers  of  the 
child.— Where  was  your  child  baptized  V  was  name  of  Chodeiumgh,  monopolize  Mrtetn  pieces 
hia  second  inquiry,  <  At  the  church  of  which  I  of  church  prefocmeat.  One  of  them  is  Prebend 
uA  a  member,'  I  answered.  *  How  can  you  of  Carliale,  Westminister  and*  York,  Vicar  of 
think,'  exclaimed  the  Uherhl  and  pious,  but  indig-  Wath  All-Saints  on  'Deam,  chaplain  of  Adwicki 
nant  minister, '  that  I  riiall  bury  your  child,  and  chaplain  of  Brampton  Bierlow.  Those  pre* 
which  has  been  baptized  by  a  Diaaenter  ?  Take  fermenta  produce,  of  coarBe,aeveral  thousands, 
your  chiM  to  be  buried  where  it  was  baptized.'—  for  wbioh  the  incumbents  perfocm  abaolotely  wv 
'  But,  Sir,  we  have  no  burial-ground  connected  thing.  And  yet,  one  of  the  persona  above  aDnd- 
with  our  chapel.'  <No  matter;  the  church-  ed  to,  had  lately  the  effrontery  to  come  toGarl- 
wardena  of  my  church  have  determined  not  to  iale  and  preach  up  "  the  Church  ia  in  danger," 
banr  any  that  do  not  belong  to  the  church.  Go,'  becauae  theae  ahocking  enormitiea  are  now  e»» 
aaid  the  miniater,  *  to  ,  and  arrange  with  posed  to  public  reprobation.  See  Timet  news* 
him.'— So  saying,  he  turned  his  back  and  left  me.  paper  for  March  7,  6, 1838.  It  would  be  no 
ft.  Enmy.^*  sreat  breach  of  charity  to  auppooe,  that  it  is  such 
The  Duke  of  NeweaaUe— so  notorioua^Sr  ctb-  doctrinea  and  proefictt  as  those  now  stated,  that 
mg  voihat  he  plea$e$  voith  hh  oim— has  the  follow-  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  is  determined  to  support 
ing  clauae  introduced  into  certain  leaaes  in  the  with  such  a  degree  of  persecuting  seal— and  that 
neighbourhood  of  Nottingham  :— <<  That  in  none  pure  Chriatianity,  detached  firom  its  connexions 
ffthe  houuM  to  be  bttiU,  thail  be  heldpri^et-^meet'  with  the  state,  ia  the  ol^ect  of  his  hatred  and  ooi^ 
inge^  or  any  eonventieleefor  the  diffMmiff  $enti»  tempt,  * 
eiefitt  oontpai3^  ^  ^  doetrinee  of  Ae  Church  of  Aa  a  corroboration  of  Mr.  Stuart'a  atatomaats 
England**  A  fine  specimen,  truly,  of  Chris-  reapecting  the  liberality  of  Religious  Seetariea 
lian  liberality  in  the  nineteenth  century !  If  his  in  America,  the  following  extract  of  a  letter} 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  attended  to  his  dated  I8ih  February  1833,  which  the  autbor 
prayeraas/'STttentfyand./WveRtfy  as  the  Liturgy  received  fiom  the  Rev.  Dr.  S  ,  a  learaed 
siyoins,  he  would  be  disposed  to  display  a  little  and  pious  Presbyterian  minister  in  the  State  of 
more  candour  in  reference  to  the  "  prayer-meet-  New  York,  may  be  hei«  inserted-^ 
Ings"  of  his  dissenting  brethren.  With  regard  <*  I  deeply  regrat  to  bear  that  ao  much  of  the 
to  the  leading  dodytnet  of  the  Church  of  England,  spirit  of  sectarianism  prevails  among  the  diflbiw 
there  are  few  disaentera  disposed  to  find  much  ent  religious  denominations  of  ynur  country* 
fiiult  with  them.  But  what  will  his  Grace  say  We,  too,  have  enough  of  it ;  but  it  is  here  maai- 
af  the  indolence  and  avaricious  conduct  of  many  festly  on  the  decline.  Too  may  p|OBaibly  Coink  it 
if  the  miniatera  of  that  church,  which  have  been  an  unreasonable  atretob  cf  liberality  when  I  idl 
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von,  that  within  a  trm  weeks,  I  raCerad  an  gamUhig  Yvaamm    reaJegrouiei  the  more  Mdue- 

Eirfecopalum  to  preach  m  my  polpU,  and  to  we  tive  to  yoolh,  as  being  firee  from  eome  cf  iboee 

hk  own  fonas  of  prajer.    B^t  each  it  the  elate  dangen  which  would  alann  timidity  in  places  of 

of  ieeUng  in  my  eongregation,  that,  though  such  avowedly  scandalous  resort,    la  the  SidUm  dea 

A  thing  had  nerer  belbre  occurred  among  them,  JEttttHg§nf  the  most  celebrated  haunt  of  this 

yet  it  met  with  their  universal  and  on^foalified  Dom-Daniel,  which  I  had  the  curiosity  to  Tisit, 

approbation.    On  the  other  hand,  I  expect^  in  the  scene  was  decent  and  silent  lo  a  degree  of 

thecourseoTa  week  or  two,  to  preach  a  charity  solemnity.     An  immense  hall  was  filled  with 

sermon  here  in  one  of  cor  Episcopal  chiirchfls,  gamesters  and  spectators.    Those  who  kept  the 

and  to  periorm  the  wholesenrice  in  my  own  way.  bank,  and  managed  the  affhirs  oT  the  establish- 

This,  it  must  be  confcsssd,  is  a  little  uncommon  niMit,  were  distinguiriied  by  the  green  shades 

eren  in  this  country ;  but  every  thing  indicates,  which  they  wore  to  presenre  their  eyes ;  by  their 

thai  such  expressions  of  good  will,  sven  between  silent  and  grave  demeanour,  and  by  the  p^eness 

Prssbyterians  and  Episoopaliaas,  will  soon  be-  of  their  countenances,  exhausted  by  their  eoo- 

eoms  frequent.     Independents  and   Presbyte-  slant  vigils.    There  was  no  distinction  ofper- 

riaas  here  occupy  nearly  the  same  ground.   They  sons,  nor  any  passport  required  for  entrance, 

are  indeed  distinct  denominations,  but  are  repre-  save  that  of  a  decent  exterior ;  and,  on  the  long 

sented  in  each  other's  public  bodiesi^'    The  au-  tables,  which  were  covered  wiUi  gold,  an  artisan 

thor  has  perused  an  excellent  sermon  of  the  der*  was  at  liberty  to  haxard  his  wedi's  wages,  or  a 

gyman  now  alluded  to,  which  was  preached  in  noble  his  whirfe  estate.    Touth  and  age  were 

an  Independent  church  when  introducing  an  /»-  equally  welcome,  and  any  one  who  dxMe  to  play 

dspcmimfmbister  to  his  charge  immediately  after  within  the  limits  of  a  trifling  sum,  bed  only  to 

ordinatioo,  which  shows  that  we  have  still  much  aocnse  his  own  weakness,  if  he  was  drawn  into 

10 learn  from  our  transatlantic  brethren,  in  relation  doeper  or  more  dangerous  haaard.    Every  thing 

to  a  friendly  and  affeotioaaie  in'eroourse  with  appeared  to  be  conducted  with  perfect  &imeas. 

Christians  of  diffiwent  denominations.  The  only  advantage  possessed  by  the   bank 

(which  19  however,  enormous)  is  the  extent  of 

Ko.  XII.— On  lAs  JkmaraUxmg  E^ffkU  pfl^  the  funds,  by  which  it  is  enabmi  to  sustain  aaj 

^  Phiiotophgf.  P«  153—156.  reverse  of  fortune ;  whereas,  most  of  the  indi- 
viduals who  play  against  the  bank,  are  in  nir* 

With  the  view  6f  corroborating  and  illustrating  comstanoes  to  be  ruuied  by  the  first  suceesikn 

more  fiilly  the  statements  mado  m  the  pages  re-  of  ill  luck ;  so  that,  ultimately,  the  small  ventures 

ferred  to,  the  following  facts  may  be  stated  in  re-  merge  in  the  stock  of  the  pnncipal  adventurers, 

huion  to  the  moral  character  of  the  inhabitants  of  as  rivers  run  into  the  sea.    The  profits  of  the 

France,  particulariy  those  of  Paris.                    '  establishment  must,  indeed,  be  very  large,  to 

In  the  first  plaoe,  the  vice  of  gambling  pr^  support  its  expenses.    Besides  a  variety  of  at- 

vaib  in  the  capital  of  Fianoe  to  an  extent  un-  tendants,  who  distribute  refreshments  to  the 

known  in  almost  any  other  country.    The  Pa^  players  gratis,  there  is  an  elegant  entertunment, 

UuHoyaU  is  the  gratidfi)eos  of  this  spsoiss  of  in-  with  expensive  wines,  regularly  prepared,  about 

iqoity,  which  is  the  fertile  source  of  licentious-  three  o'cfeck  in  the  morning,  for  those  who 

ness,  and  of  almost  every  erinia.    Mr.  J.  Scott,  ohoose  to  partake  of  iL    With  such  temptations 

who  visited  Paris  in  1814,  thus  describes  this  around  him,  and  where  the  haxarding  an  insigni- 

sink  of  moral  pollution.    "  The  Palais  Royale  ficaat  sum  seems  at  first  venial  or  innocent,  it  it 

presents  the  most  characteristic  feature  of  Paris ;  no  wonder  that  thousands  feel  themselves  padiH 

it  is  dissolute,  gay,  wretched,  elegant,  paltry,  ally  involved  in  the  vortex,  whose  verge  is  m>Ul- 

bnsy,  and  Ule — it  suggests  recollections  of  atro-  tie  distinguishable,  until  they  are  swallowed  up, 

city,  and  supplies  sighu  of  fascination— it  dis-  with  their  time,  talents,  fortune,  and  frequently 

plays  virtue  and  vice  living  on  easy  terms,  and  also  both  body  and  souL 

in  immediate  neighbourhood  of  each  other.   Ex-  •«  This  is  vice  with  horfiirmt  eisord ;  but  tha 

eitementB,  indulgences,  and  privations    art  and  same  luihallowed  precinct  contains  many  a  s»> 

vulgarity— science  and  ignorance— artful  coo-  erst eeliybrlihs  most  Udsonf  ondimAsora^db- 

spiracies  and  carelea  debaucheries— all  mragle  bamehmtt ;  many  an  open  rendexvous  of  infiunyt 

beM,  fbrAing  an  atmosphere  of  various  exhala-  and  many  a  den  of  usivvaod  trsason;  the  whaa 

tioos,  a  whirl  of  the  most  lively  images-^  sti-  mixed  with  a  Vanity  Fair  of  shops  for  jewds, 

—il^tSftg  widang*  of  what  is  most  iMaiing,  in-  trinkets,  and  baubles;  that  bashfi^nesa  may  not 

loxicatingi  and  subdnii^.**    Sir  W.  Soott,  who  need  a  decent  pretext  for  adventuring  into  tha 

visited  Paris  in  1815,  gives  the  following  de-  haunis  of  infkiny.    It  was  hers  that  the  prsidi- 

asriptioQ  of  this  infiunous  establishment,  **  The  ers  of  revolution  found,  amidst  gamblers,  dasp** 

Pialais  Royale,  in  whose  saloons  and  porticoes  rsdoes,  and  prostitutes,  rsady  auditors  of  their 

ticehas  esublisbed  a  public  and  open  school  for  doctrines,  and  active  hands  to  labour  in  their 

^nhling  snd  lioentiousneos,  shouU  be  levelled  vineyard.    It  was  hsrs  that  the  plots  of  tha 

to  the  poimd  with  all  its  aoeursed  broflisls  and  Buonapaitists  ware  adjustsd  \  and  fhn  haMS 
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ihetedoeed  floUien,  iofliiiiad with iMpy  « bam-  1815»    Iv  die  gruid  iquira there  were tUXimmi 

per  to  the  beelth  of  the  exile  ef  Elbe,  luidcr  the  two  theAiree  of  daaoere  end  rope-daacere;  twe 

myetie  atmee  of  J«an  dt  PJBpm,  end  Corporal  theatree  of  amaaing  phyiical  ezperanenii ;  m 

Violet,  were  dfemiaied  to  ipread  the  newe  of  hie  bandi  (or  dancinf ;  a  theatre  of  liogeri ;  a  diiipby 

approaehing  retom.    In  ihort,  fromthie  oential  of  fire-woiit;  a  ctrous  where  Franeone**  troops 

pit  of  AchOTon,  in  which  are  opnAy  anembled  were  to  exhibit ;  and  above  all,  that  moat  dele^ 

and  mingled  thoee  eharifitere  and  oocupatione  table  eport  called  JUottt  <(«  Ceoa^ne.  TheMatis 

which,  m  tO  aiJmt  tc^kdt,  are  driven  to  ehrood  de  Coeegne  ooneists  of  two  long  pelee,  near  the 

themeelvee  in  separate  and  retired  reeoMM;  from  tope  of  which  are  euspendedwarioueartiGlee  of 

thii  focue  of  vice  and  treason  have  flowed  forth  oookery,  each  aa  roast  beef,  fowls,  docks,  ft4w 

thoee  waters  of  bitterness  of  which  France  has  The  poles  are  soaped  and  rendered  elippery 

drtmk  so  deeplr."  at  the  bottom  ;  and  die  sport  consists  in  the  hi- 

The  state  pfmaniagt  in  this  country  since  die  djcrom  failttrea  of  thoee  who  dimb  to  reach  the 

revolution  is  likewise  the  fertUe  aouree  of  im-  eataUee.    Two  Matte  de  Cocagne  were  also 

BMraiity  and  crime.    Marriage  is  littlf  else  than  erected  in  the  eqaare  Marjury ;  aealao  four  bands 

a  state  of  legal  coneubiuage,  a  mere  'temporary  lor  dancing,  a  theatre  of  rope-dancen ;  a  theatre 

oonneiioD,  fiwn  which  the  partiee  can  looee  them-  of  amusing  experiments ;  a  theatre  of  aingere, 

selves  whsn  they  pleaae;   knd  women  area  &c. ;  and  fire- works.    These  amusements  were 

ipedei  of  mereandle  ooonnodity.    Illicit  coin  to  commence  at  t  o'clock,  P.  M.  and  to  last  till 

neaions  and  illegitimate  ehiUren,  especially  in  night.    Akwg  the  avenue  of  the  Champ  dtJE^ 

Paris,  are  numerous  beyond  what  is  known  in  eees^  there  were  erected  86  fountains  of  wine,  It 

any  oAier  country.    Thefbllowing  atatementof  taUee  for  the  distribution  of  eatables,  such  as 

the  aflhirs  of  the  Frwidi  capital,  for  the  year  pies,  fowls,  sausages,  See.    The  distribution  ol 

ending  Std  September  1908,  given  by  the  Pre-  the  wine  and  eatatblestool^  place  at  three  o'ck>efc., 

foot  of  Police  to  the  Grand  Judge,  preeents  a  At  nine  o'clock  there  wiilra  grand  fire-work  at 

moetrovoltingideaof  the  state  of  public  morals:  the  Place  de  Concorde.     Immediately  alrer- 

— During  this  year  4SK>  men  and   187  women  wards  a  detonating  balloon  ascended  from  the 

eommitted  suicide ;  81  men  and  69  women  were  Champ  de  Elyeees.    The  detonation  took  place 

murdered,  of  wIkmb  86  men  and  6C  women  were  when  the  balloon  was  at  the  height  of  600  toiscs, 

foreigners ;  644  divorcee ;  166  murderers  exe-  or  above  8000  fSMt.    In  the  evening  all  the  the- 

emed ;  ItIO  persons  condemned  to  the  galleys,  atres  were  opened  gratis,  and  all  the  public  edi- 

&o.;  1886  persons  to  hard  labour,  and  64  mark-  ficeswere  iOumioated.-   Such  was  the  mode  in 

ed  with  hot  irons ;  U,  076  public  women  were  which  the  Parisians  worshipped  the  «  goddem  of 

regietered ;  large  sums  were  levied  from  theee  Reason"  on  die  day  appomted  for  the  Ghristiaa 

wretched  creaturee,  who  were  made  to  pay  from  Sabbath. 

6  to  10  guineas  eadt  monthly,  according  to  their  That  eoch  pro&nation  of  die  Sabbath  ii  itin 

rank,  tMaaty,  or  foshion ;  166S  kept  mistressee  continued,  and  that  it  is  not  confined  to  the  city 

were  noted  down  by  the  police,  and  880  brotheJa  of  Paris,  but  abounds  in  most  of  the  prorinciti 

licensed  by  the  Prefect    Among  the  criminals  towne  of  France,  appeal*  from  the  foUoWing  ex- 

ezecttted  were  7  fathers  for   poisoning  their  tract  of  a  letter  inserted  in  the  Eevangelical 

ehiUren ;  10  husbands  for  murdering  their  wivee;  Magaxine  for  January  1888,  from  a  gentlcaiaa 

6  wives  that  had  murdered  their  husbands ;  and  who  leoendy  resided  in  diflTerent  parte  ef  l£at 

16  children  who  had  poisoned  or  otherwise  d»>  country  r^-^'  Could  eivery  ptoue  reader  of  this 

etroyed  dieir  parents.  letter  be  awakened,  on  die  momhigflf  that  sacred 

The  glaring  profinOSan^f^  SMtdh  is  an-  day,  as  I  have  been,  by  the  clang  of  die  aaril, 
other  striking  characterisdc  of  the  people  of  and,  on  bis  entrance  into  the  streets  and  maiketa, 
France,  espeeia&y  as  displayed  in  the  capital,  observe  business  prosecuted  or  suspended  aecoid- 
Entering  Paris  on  the  Sabbath,  a  Briton  is  ing  to  the  tastes  of  die  tradesmen;  could  he 
shocked  at  behoUing  all  that  reverence  and  so-  mark  the  woifanen  on  seasons  of  religious  f^i* 
lemnity  with  which  diat  sacred  day  is  generally  val,  erecting  the^umphal  arch  on  the  Sabbath 
kept  in  Christian  countries,  not  only  set  aside,  morning,  ami  removing  it  on  the  Sabbath  even- 
but  ridiculed  and  oootemned,  and  a  whole  people  tag ;  and  nodce  the  labourers,  at  their  optioni 
apparendy  loel  to  every  impression  of  religion,  toiling  all  day  at  the  public  works ;  duld  be  see 
The  shops  are  all  alive,  the  gaming-houses  fill-  the  card-party  in  the  hotel,  and  the  nine-pins 
«d,  die  theatree  crowded,  the  etreets  deafened  before  every  public  bouee,  and  die  prome.naders 
with  ballad-aingen  and  mountebanks;  persons  swarming  m  all  the  suburbs ;  couki  he  be  com- 
of  allagee,  tnm  the  hoary  grandsire  to  the  child  polled  to  witness,  on  one  Sunday,  a  grand  ro- 
of fbor  or  five  yean,  engaged  in  balls,  routs,  and  view  of  a  garrison ;  and  on  another  be  diatuibed 
4ancfaigs,— die  house  of  Ood  akme  deeerted,  and  by  the  music  of  a  company  of  strolling  player*  * 
the  voice  of  religion  akne  unheard  and  despised,  and  couU  he  find,  amidst  all  diis  profonation,  as 
The  Sabbath  was  die  day  appointed  for  cole-  I  have  fiiund,  no  temple  lo  which  t*  retrsat,  save 
fermting  the  return  of  Buooapaite  from  Elba  in  the  barren  cliff  or  the  ocetsHBave,  aurdly  hs 
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wwU  nel  andproelaim  Ihe  truth,  *Th»  peopb  danao^mama  of  both  seiM  feenw  mth«r  to  ii^ 
udMtroyed  for  lack  of  knowledge.'*  The  tame  crease  than  decrease  with  the  wami  weather, 
gentleman  shows,  (hat  this  prounation  is  chiefly  Sixty  haXU  were  advertised  ibr  Uui  Swidt^  ;  and 
occasioned  by  "  the  destitution  of  Scriptual  in*  for  to-morrow  SMCj^fitne  are  announced.  Any 
Ginnation  which  exists  in  France,"  whidi  the  person  walking  in  the  Elysian  fields,  or  on  the 
•b)lowing  &cts,  among  many  others  that  came  IkHileyards,  may  be  eonrinced  that  these  temples 
under  his  own  observation,  tend  to  illustrate,  of  plessure  are  not  without  worriiippers.  Beidm 
«  On  the  road  to  M  on  «  market-day,  I  these,  in  our  own  waliis  last  Sunday,  we  counted 
stopped  about  a  dozen  persons,  some  poor,  others  no  less  than  twenty-iu»  gardtH$  not  advertised, 
of  the  better  classes,  and  showmg  them  the  New  where  there  was  JUd&ng  and  dmuing.  Indeed, 
Testament,  begged  them  to  inform  me  if  they  this  pleasure  Is  tempting,  because  it  is  very  ch«ap. 
possessed  it.  With  a  mngU  exception,  they  all  For  a  bottle  of  beer,  which  costs  6  sous  (Sd.,) 
replied  in  the  negative.  In  the  town  of  M  ■'  and  2  sous  (Id.,)  to  ths  fiddler,  a  hnuhand  and 
I  entered,  with  the  same  inquiry,  many  of  the  toi/^,  with  their  daUbrm,  mt^  amum  thtmadot§ 
most  resfiectable  shops.  Only  one  inidividoal  from  three/  fi^dotk  in  tite  e^Unoam  HU  ebesn 
among  thoir  occupiers  was  the  owner  of  a  New  o^eUHkalt  nighi.  As  this  exercise  both  diverts 
Testament.  One  gentleman,  who,  during  a  the  mind  gad  strengthens  the  body,  and  as  Sunt 
week,  dined  with  me  at  my  inn,  and  who  avow-  day  is  the  only  day  of  tlie  week  which  the  most 
ed  himself  a  deist  and  a  materialist,  said  that  he  numerous  classes  of  people  can  dispose  of,  toiCJ^ 
had  not  seen  a  Testament  tor  many  years.  In-  out  it^ury  to  themselves  or  the  state,  goeermiutU 
deed,  I  doubted  whether  be  had «iw  read  it;  lor,  eneoarageef  ae  maeh  as  poeeibie,  these  timoecnl 
on  my  prusenting  one  to  him,  he  asked  if  it  con-  aimissm«nte  on  that  de^.  In  the  garden  of  Chan* 
tained  an  account  of  tlie  ereofion.  A  journey*  mievre,  on  the  Boulovtfd  Neuf,  we  observed,  in 
man  bookbinder,  having  expressed  a  wish  tor  the  same  quadrilles,  last  Sunday,  fimr  geurop 
obtain  this  precious  book,  reBUurked,  on  receiving  tfms,  the  great  grandsire  dancing  with  his  great- 
it,  in  peribct  ignorance  of  its  divine  authority,  great  granddaughter,  and  die  great*grandmamma 
that  he  dared  to  say  it  was  <  a  very  fine  %voik.'  dancing  with  her  great-great^^grandson.  It  was 
A  student  in  a  university,  about  SO  years  of  age,  a  satis&etkm  impossible  to  be  expressed,  to  see 
told  me,  that  although  he  had  seen  the  Vulgate  persons  of  so  maKy  difiersnt  ages,  all  enjoying  the 
(Latin)  version  of  the  New  Testament,  he  had  same  pleasures  for  tlie  [Hesent,  not  remembering 
never  met  with  it  in  a  French  translation.  A  put  mislbrtunes,  nor  apprehending  future  ones, 
young  woman,  who  professed  to  have  a  Bible,  The  groof  seemed  equally  distant  fifXNn  the  giii 
prodiwed  instead  of  it  a  Catholic  Abridgment  of  of  ten  years  old,  and  from  her  greaUgrandmamma 
the  Scriptures,  garbled  in  many  hnportant  por^  of  seventy  yearn,  and  from  the  boy  that  had  not 
tioos,  and  interlarded  with  the  comments  of  the  wen  three  lustrss,  as  from  tho  great  grandsire 
Fathen.'*  readiing  nearly  fiiursoors  years.     In   another 

Soch  facts  aflbrd  a  striking  evidence  of  tha  quadrille,  were  fiwr  loven  dancing  with  their 
boetiliiy  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  mistresses.  There,  again,  nothing  was  observed 
France  to  the  circulation  of  tiie  Scriptures,  and  but  an  emohtion  who  should  enjoy  the  present 
the  enlightening  of  the  minds  of  the  community  moment.  Not  an  idea  of  the  past,  or  of  time 
in  the  knowledge  of  Divine  truths ;  and  therefore  to  come,  doiided  their  thoughts ;  in  a  few  words, 
it  is  no  wonder  that  Infidelity,  Materialism,  and  they  were  perfectly  happy.  Let  those  torment- 
immorality,  should  very  generally  prevail.  "Even  od  by  avarice  or  ambition  fi^oent  those  places 
among  the  Protestants,''  says  the  same  writer,  on  a  Sunday,  and  they  will  be  cured  of  their  vile 
"  a  hirge  number  of  Ikdr  mbiisters  are  worldly  passions,  if  they  are  not  incurable.*** 
men,  frequenting,  as  a  pious  lady  assured  me.  Such  are  a  few  sketches  of  the  moral  stale 
'  the  chase,  the  dance,  and  the  billiard  table.*  «nd  character  of  the  people  of  Parki,  which,  there 
As  to  'the  public  worship  of  Gkid,  the  case  is  n  every  reason  to  believe,  are,  with  a  few  mo- 
equally  deplorable.  In  two  large  towns,  and  a  difications,  applicable  to  the  inhabitants  of  most 
popuhiion  of  25,000, 1  found  no  Protestant  sane*  of  the  other  large  towns  in  Prance.  Among  the 
tuary.  In  a  third  town,  oontaming  about  7000  gnat  mass  of  the  population  tf  that  country, 
inhabitants,  there  was  an  Engli£  Episcopal  thero  appears  to  be  no  disttnot  >cogniiion  of  the 
chapel  for  the  British  residents,  but  no  French  morel  attributes  of  the  Deity,  /"  the  obligation 
Protestant  service.  At  a  fourth,  in  which  thero  of  the  Divine  law,  or  of  a  fiituro  and  eternal  state 
was  a  Protestant  church,  the  nunister,  who  sup-  of  existenoe.  Whirled  about  incessantly  in  the 
plied  four  other  places,  preached  one  Sabbath  in  cortex  of  vanity  and  dissipatioO|  the  Creator  is 
€ee  weeks."  lost  sight  of,  moral  responsibility  disregarded, 

The  mania  for  dantingt  which  pervades  all  ud  present  settnial  gmtifioations  pursued  with 
classes  and  all  ages,  is  aiwther  chancteristie  ol 

the  peode  of  Paris,  of  which  some  idea  may  be       •  Seveialof  the  sbovesketshss  arsextmelsd  fkmn 

foriMdtromtbefoflowittgextiaetfioaaFfsodi  ^iJSSS^'JSSF^^^tai.'!^^ 

MUk  Journal,  dated  1^2,1804  :-^'Thn  ^^SSSSJ^ir^^'^' ^''''^^^^'^^ 
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Hm  utmoit  ea|efBa«,  regirdlea  whether  death  rons  proce«i<»|  whidi  filed  off  la  the  hdl,  a^ 
f  hall  prove  the  precureor  toipennaoeiit  happineta     companied  by  national  mtit ie.    Sarroanded  by 

or  mieeiyi  w  to  a  state  of"  ttenudaU^.**  Never,  them,  appeared  a  youag  wooaan*  of  the  &iear 

perbapei  io  a  Pagan  countryi  wae  the  Epicu-  figure,  arrayed  in  the  robee  of  liberty,  and  Mated 

vean  philosophy  eo  Bystematically  redooed  to  prao-  in  a  diair,  ornamented  with  leavee  and  fenooni. 

tice  as  in  the  country  of  Voltaire,  Buffon,  Mi-  She.  was  placed  opposite  the  President  t  ana 

rabeau,  Coadoicet,  Helvetius,  and  Diderot.    It  Chaumette,one  of  the  meraben^said,  *  JhnetieiaN 

lanoot  be  difficult  to  trace  the  present  demorali-  has  abandoned  the  place  of  truth  ;  squint  eyed, 

latioB  of  France  to  the  sceptical  and  atheistical  it  could  not  bear  the  brilliant  light.    The  |»eople 

principles  disseminated  by  such  writers,  which  of  Paris  have  taken  poeseasicn  of  the  tein|je, 

were  adopted  in  all  their  extent,  and  acted  upon  wbidi  they  have  regenerated ;  the  Gothic  arches 

by  the  leaders  of  the  first  Revolution.     Soon  which,  till  this  day  resounded  with  fief,  now  echo 

aher  that  event,  education  was  altogether  pro-  with  the  accents  of  truth;  yon  see  we  have  not 

scribed.    During  the  epace  of  five  years,  from  taken  for  our  festivals  inanimate  idols,  it  ie  a 

1791  to  1796,  the  public  instruction  oif  tbe  young  ehrf^ctuvre  of  nature  whom  we  have  arrayed  ia 

was  totally  set  aside,  and,  of  course,  they  were  the  habit  of  liberty ;  its  sacred  fimn  hastiyl—ed 

.eft  to  remain  entirely  ignorant  of  the  facts  and  all  hearts.    Tbe  public  has  but  one  cry,  *' No 

doctrines  of  religion,  and  of  the  duties  they  owe  more  altars,  no  more  priests,  no  other  God  but 

ta  God  and  to  man.    It  is  easy,  therefore,  to  con-  the  God  of  nature."    We,  their  magistrates,  we 

eeive  what  must  ba  the  intellectual,  the  moral,  accompany  them  fi'om  the  temple  of  truth  to  the 

and  religious  condition  of  those  who  were  bom  a  temple  of  the  laws,  to  oelebraie  a  new  liberty,  and 

little  befere  this  period,  and  who  now  form  a  con-  to  request  that  the  ddevant  c/mreh  9fNotrt  Daim 

siderable  portion  of  the  population  arrived  at  the  he  changed  itUo  a  tea^  wnaeeraUd  toreosen  end 

yean  of  manhood.    A  gentleman  at  Paris  hap-  truth,*    This  proposal,  being  converted  into  a 

pened  to  possess  a  domestic  of  sense  and  general  motion,  was  immediately  decreed ;  and  the  Con- 

intelligenoe  above  his  station.   His  master,  upon  vention  afterwards  decided,  that  the  citizens  of 

some  occasion,  used  to  him  the  expression,  "  It  Paris,  on  this  day,  continued  to  deserve  wril  of 

is  doing  as  we  would  be  done  by ," — ^the  Christian  .  their  country.    The  Goddess  then  seated  herself 

maxim.    The  young  man  looked  rather  surpris-  by  the  side  of  the  President,  who  gave  her  a,/K»> 

ed:  '*  Yes,"  (replied  the  gentleman)  "  I  say,  it  Icmo/ktst.  The  secretaries  presented  tfaenwdves 

is  the  doctrine  of  the  Christian  religion,  which  to  share  the  same  favour ;  siwy  om  mas  mga 

teaches  us  not  only  to  do  as  we  wouM  be  done  Io  Jdat  cAe  new  <2tvtmfy,  whom  so  many  salota- 

oy,  but  also  to  reuim  good  lor  evil."  <*  It  may  be  tions  dUnoimiht  Uatt  dkameert.    During  the 

so  Sir,"  (replied  he)  "  but  I  had  the  misfortune  ceremony,  the  orphans  of  the  country,  pupila  of 

to  be  bom  during  the  heat  of  the  revdution,  when  Bourdon  (one  of  the  memben)  soa^  a  tyiaa  It 

it  would  have  bmn  death  to  have  spoken  on  the  reason,  composed  by  citizen  Moline.    The  na- 

subject  of  religion;  and  so  soon  as  I  was  fifteen  tional  music  placed  Gosset's  hymn  to  liberty, 

yean  old,  I  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  drill-  The  Convention  then  mixed  with  the  people,  * 

Serjeant,  whoee  fint  lesson  to  me  was,  that  as  a  etUbrate  thefeiut  vfrnattim  m  htr  neio  toi^le.  A 

French  sddier,  I  was  to  ftat  miOuT  Ood  nor  grand  festival  was  aocordingly  held  in  the  cAurch 

devil."    It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  rising  genera-  of  Notre  Dame,  in  hcmour  ^  this  deity.    In  the 

tioa  in  France  is  now  soatewhat  improved  in  middle  of  the  church  was  erected  amount,  and  on 

intelligenoe  and  morali^  beyond  that  which  it  a  very  plain  temple,  the  facade  of  which  bora 

sprang   up  during  the  demoralizing  scenes  of  the  following  inscription—'  a  la  PUZosopUe.' 

the  fint  jrevolution ;  but,  in  qpite  cf  idl  the  coun-  The  busts  of  the  most  celebrated  philosophers 

teracting  efforts  that  can  now  be  used,  another  wereplacedbefore  the  gate  of  this  tem|Je.    TIm 

geaeretion,  at  least,  must  pass  away,  before  the  torch  of  truth  was  in  the  summit  cf  the  ammt, 

immoral  effects  produced  by  infideil  philosophy,  upon  the  altar  of  Reason,  spreading  light.    The 

and  the  principles  which  prevailed  during  the  Convention  and  all  the  constituted  authoritici 

**  reign  or  terror,"  can  be  nearly  oUiterated.  assisted  at  the  ceremony.    Two  rows  of  young 

I  ^U  conclude  theee  sketches  with  the  follow-  girls,  dressed  in  white,  each  wearing  a  orowa  oi 

lag  account  of  the  ceassoroft'oa  of  the  "  Goddess  oak  leaves,  croesed  before  the  akar  oif  reason,  at 

of  Reason,"— one  of  the  most  profane  and  pre-  the  sound  of  republican  music ;  each  of  the  girls 

sumptuous  mockeries  of  every  thing  that  is  ra-  inclined  before  the  tordi,  and  ascended  tbe  snai- 

tional  or  sacred,  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  mit  of  tbe  mount    Liberty  then  came  out  of  the 

mankind.  temple  of  philosophy,  towards  a  throne  amds  cf 

*'  The  section  of  the  Sans  Culottes,  dsdarsd  at  turf,  to  receive  the  homage  of  tbe  repuUicaas  si 

the  bar  of  the  Coavention,  Novembw  10, 179S,  both  sexee,  who  sang  a  hymn  la  her  praise,  a^ 


that  they  would  no  loager  have  priests  aoMng    tending  their  arms  at  the  same  time  towaidilMrf 
hem,  aad  that  they  required  the  total  suppression 


if  all  salaries  paid  to  the  ministen  of  religious 
vonhip.    The  petition  was  folkywed  by  a  nume- 


1 
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Liberty  ascended  afterwards,  to  retain  to  the  of  the  whole  ofthis  prooedorei— wbkfa  is  almoai 

temple,  and,  in  ro-entering  it,  she  tamed  aboat,  witboal  a  paiallel  in  the  ammls  of  the  worlds 

easting  a  look  of  benevoleooe  npon  her  frieodi;  there  wasan  imbecility  and  a  mOimitB  in  it,  alio- 

wheo  she  got  in,  every  one  espressed  with  embo-  geiher  incompatible  with  those  sublime  ideas  ol 

siasm  the  sensations  which  the  Goddess  eieited  ereation  and  Providsnoe,  which  true  philosopby, 

in  them  by  songs  of  joy ;  and  they  swore,  nerer,  when  properly  directed,  has  a  tendency  to  inspire, 

never  to  cease  to  be  laichful  to  her."  And  him  insMisiilcnf^,as  wsll  as  inhumanely,  did 

Such  were  the  feetiTitiei  and  oeramonies  which  these  worshippen  of  *'  liberty,*  "  reason,"  and 

were  prescribed  for  the  iostallalion  of  thb  new  **  truth,"  conduot  themselves  to  the  repreeentative 

divinity,  and  such  the  shameless  (oily  and  daring  of  their  goddees,  when,  soon  after,  they  doomed  the 

impiety  with  which  they  were  accompanied!  lady,  ti^om  they  had  kissed  and  adored  in  the 

Such  is  the  ReUgum  of  what  has  been  presomp-  "temple  of  trath,"  to  expire  under  the  stroke  of  the 

tooosly  called  PAatssDp^,  when  it  has  shaken  off  pillotine!  Such  ooeurrenoes  appear  evidently 

itsaflegianee  to  the  Christian  Revelatioo— a  reli-  utended  by  the  moral  Gkivernor  of  the  worM,  to 

gioB  as  inconsistent  with  the  dictetea  of  reason  kdmonish  os  of  the  dancer  of  ssparating  sdsoos 

and  the  eoounon  senee  of  mankind,  as  it  is  with  ftnom  its  connexions  with  revealed  selig&on,  and 

the  religioa  of  the  Bible.    Never,  m  any  age,  toshow  us  to  what  dreadful  lengths,  in  inipistj 

was  Phikmophj  so  shameftiOy  degraded,  a^  «»•  and  crime,  even  men  of  talent  will  proceed^  when 

posed  to  the  contempt  of  every  radonal  mbnl,  as  the  tratlis  of  Revehuioa  are  est  aside,  ani  the 

when  it  thus  stooped  to  snoh  absurd  fiMleiy  and  principles  and  moml  laws  of  ChristiMlty  liS 

BsavsB-daring  prolanity.    Beekleetbe  isspiety  trampled  ondsr  feet. 
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Sim, 

In  deddeating  to  you  thn  ▼otume,  which  has  for  its  object  to  exhibit  a  popu 
tar  view  of  the  Pmlosophy  of  a  Future  State,  as  deduced  from  the  light  of 
science  and  revelation, — a  consideration  of  a  far  higher  nature  than  the  formal 
and  customary  honour  of  addressing  a  man  of  literary  and  scientific  attainments, 
mduced  me  to  shelter  it  under  your  patronage. 

In  the  several  vocations  in  which  Divine  Providence  has  called  you  to  offi 
ciate,  you  hava  proved  yourself  the  warm  and  disinterested  patron  of  all  that 
IS  benevolent  and  ffood— of  every  thing  that  concerns  the  present  and  etema. 
wel&re  of  mankind :  and  your  praises  have  been  re-echoed  fix>m  one  comer 
of  the  land  to  another,  as  tlie  champion  of  tiie  Christian  relijnon, — the  doctrines 
of  which,  ^ur  voice  and  your  pen  have  done  so  much  to  iflustrate. 

Your  wiitinffs  furnish  ample  testimony  to  the  world  of  your  earnest,  active, 
and  unwearied  solicitude  for  the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  mankind 
—a  solicitttde  which  is  not  abated  by  any  minor  difierences  of  opinion  in  those 
witli  whom  you  co-operate,  where  the  great  object  is,  to  diffuse  knowledge  and 
tiappioesB  over  the  wse  of  the  earth. 

Your  kind  indulgence  to  me,  on  the  slight  acquaintance  I  have  of  you  per- 
sonaDy,  and  your  approbation  of  some  of  my  labours,  in  endeavouring  to 
connect  Science  and  Religion,  induce  me  to  mpe,  tiiat,  if  the  views  taken  of 
the  present  subject  in  any  measure  correspond  with  your  own,  you  will  coun- 
tenance my  humUe  attempts  to  diroel  the  prejudices  which  man^  wellHneaning 
Christians  may  entertain,  as  to  the  beneficial  tendency  of  ezhiUtmg  the  sciences 
of  tipruenij  as  applicable  to  the  circumstances  and  relatbns  of^fiOum  world. 

That  you  may  long  be  spared  as  the  advocate  of  vital  Chrimanify— as  a 
blessing  and  ornament  to  your  country— and  as  a  zealous  instructor  of  those 
who  are  destined  to  promote  its  best  interests;  and  that  you  may  enjoy,'  with- 
out interruption,  the  pleasures  arinng  from  a  consciousness  of  the  esteem  and 
•I^yrobation  of  the  wise  and  the  pious,  is  the  sincere  prayer  of, 

Sn, 

*        Your  much  obliged, 

snd  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  DICK. 

BrvHgkhi  Ftrn/t  nemr  DmuUi, 
bie.  iS,  1887. 


PREFACE. 


Thv  reasonincs  and  illustratioiis  contained  in  the  following  pages  are  intended 
to  direct  the  intelligent  Christian  in  some  of  those  trains  of  thought  which  he 
ought  to  prosecute^  when  looking  forward  to  the  scene  of  his  future  destination. 
Tha  Author  was  induced  to  engage  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  from  a 
consideration,  that  many  vague  and  erroneous  conceptions  are  still  entertained 
among  Christians  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  heavenly  felicity,  and  the  employ- 
ments of  the  future  woruL  In  elucidating  the  train  of  thought  which  is  here 
prosecuted^  he  has  brought  forward,  without  hesitation,  Sie  discoveries  ol 
modem  science,  particuiahy  tnose  which  relate  to  the  soeneiy  of  the  heavens; 
convinced,  that  all  the  manifestations  of  himself  wbkh  the  Creator  has  per 
mitted  us  to  contemplate,  are  intended  to  throw  light  on  the  plan  of  his  moral 
government  in  relation  both  to  our  present  and  our  future  destiny.  He  has 
carefully  avoided  every  thinff  that  nught  appear  like  vague  or  extravagant  con 
lecture ;  and  he  trusts  that  me  opinions  he  nas  broach^,  and  the  conclusions 
ne  has  deduced,  will  generally  be  found  accordant  with  the  analogies  of  Nature 
and  the  dictates  of  Revelation.  He  is  aware,  that  he  has  many  prejudices  to 
encounter,  arising  from  the  vague  and  inde&iite  manner  in  which  such  subN- 
jects  have  been  mtherto  treatM,  and  drom  the  want  of  those  expansive  views 
of  the  Divine  operations  which  the  professors  of  Christianity  should  endeavour 
to  attain ;  but  he  feels  confident  that  those  who  are  best  qualified  to  appreciate 
his  sentiments,  wifl  treat  with  candour  an  attempt  to  eluoimite  a  subject  hitherto 
overiooked,  and  in  which  every  individual  in  the  human  race  is  deeply  in 
lerested. 

It  was  originaDy  intended  to  public  what  is  contained  in  Parts  11.  and  IIL 
without  any  dissertation  on  the  evidences  of  a  future  state  as  deduced  from'the 
^ht  of  nature — taking  the  immortality  of  man  for  granted  on  tiie  authority  of 
Mvelation.  But,  on  second  thought,*it  was  judsea  expedient,  for  the  sake  of 
general  readers,  to  exhibit  a  condensed  view  of  Unse  arguments  which  even 
the  light  of  reason  can  produce  in  favour  of  the  immortality  of  man.  In  this 
department  of  the  volume,  the  Author  has  brought  forward  several  arguments 
which  he  is  not  aware  have  been  taken  notice  of  by  ethical  writers,  when 
tr^ting  on  this  subject  He  has  endeavoured  to  illustrate  these  and  the  other 
arguments  here  adduced,  in  minute  detail,  and  in  a  popular  manner,  so  as  to 
be  level  to  the  comprehension  of  every  reader;  and  ne  trusts,  that  the  force  ot 
the  whole  combined,  will  be  found  to  amount  to  as  hi^  a  degree  of  moni 
demonstration  as  can  be  expected  in  relation  to  objects  which  are  not  cogni 
■able  by  the  eye  of  sense. 


vi  PREFACE. 

The  peater  portbn  of  what  is  contained  in  Part  DL  having  been  writtai 
above  eight  yean  ago,  several  ttpparent  repetitions  of  facts  alluded  to  in  the 
preceding  Parts  may  perhaps  be  nodoed  by  the  critical  reader ;  but,  in  general 
it  will  be  found,  tliat  where  the  same  &ctB  are  repeated,  they  are  either  exhib- 
ited in  a  new  aspect,  or  brought  forward  to  elucidate  another  subject 

The  practical  reflections  and  remarks  imbodied  in  the  last  Pkrt  of  this  work, 
will  not,  the  Author  is  persuaded,  be  considered  by  any  of  his  readers,  as  either 
unnecessary,  or  unappropriate  to  the  subjects  treated  of  in  the  preceding  parts 
of  this  volume.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  eveir  inoividual  be  con- 
vinced, that  he  cannot  be  supposed  a  candidate  for  a  blessed  immortality,  unless 
the  trajn  of  his  affections,  and  the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct,  in  some  meas- 
ure correspond  to  the  tempers  and  dispositions^  and  the  moral  puri^  whidi 
rrevail  in  the  heavenly  state. 

The  &vourable  reception  which  the  pubKc  have  given  to  the  vohimes  he  has 
formerly  published,  inauces  the  Author  to  indulge  the  hope,  that  the  present 
volume  may  not  be  altogetlier  unworthy  of  then*  attention.  That  it  may  t^id 
to  convmce  the  skeptical  of  the  reality  of  an  immortal  existence — to  expand 
the  believer^  conceptions  of  the  attributes  of  the  Divinity,  and  the  glory  ol 
^  that  inheritance  which  is  reserved  in  heaven"  for  the  fiiithful— and  to  excite 
in  the  mind  of  every  reader  an  ardent  desire  to  cultivate  those  duqx)sitions  and 
virtues  which  will  prepare  him  for  the  enjoyment  of  celestial  bliss— is  the 
Author's  most  sincere  and  ardent  wish,  as  it  was  the  great  object  he  had  n 
view  when  engaged  in  its  composition. 
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PART  I. 

PROOFS  OP  A  FUTURE  STATE. 


INl'RODUCrnON. 


Tirt  Ketchw  oontaiiMd  in  Pwii  II.  ind  IIL  tew  flaeting  yeari,  man  apMrt  tn  eniiBNt,  an 

of  thw  work,  being  chiefly  intended  to  ittiutnte  inexplicable  phenomenon  in  the  nuTerse,  human 

tlie  ooonexion  of  leieaoe  with  the  aoenea  of  t  life  a  myaterj,  the  world  a  aene  of  ooduiign, 

fiiture  woridi  and  tlie  aide  which  ita  diaooreriea  virtue  a  mere  phantom,  the  Creator  a  caprieioua 

afibrdi  for  enabling  ua  to  ferm  aome  oonceptioo  being,  and  hia  plana  and  amngementa  an  inei- 

of  the  ferpettul  imprcmmtnl  of  ita  inhabitanta  tricable  maze. 

fai  Imowledge  and  felicity— I  ahall  endeavour,  in        There  u  too  much  reaaoo  to  lielteTe,  that  the 

thia  Firat  Part,  to  exhibit  a  condenaed  view  of  indifference  to  religion  which  ao  generally  pre- 

aome  of  thoae  «vidmMt  which  prore  the  immor*  Taila,  eapeciaOy  among  thoae  wlio  are  raiaed  a 

tality  of  the  aoul,  and  the  eternal  deatination  of  little  above  the  vulgar  throng,  and  the  unliaUowed 

aaan.  propenaitiea  and  vicioua  practioea  to  which  it 

Thia  ia  an  inquiry  iar  more  intereating  and  givea  riae    are  owing,  in  a  oonaiderBble  degreot 

important,  to  eveiy  individual  of  mankind,  than  to  the  want  6t  m.  fiU  eonadUm  ^  the  reality  off 

any  other  which  oomea  within  the  range  of  the  a  future  eziatence,  or  to  aome  doato  which  hover 

human  moid.    Xext  to  the  being  of  a  Qod,  the  about  the  mind,  in  relation  to  thia  important 

doctrine  of  the  immortality  of  man  liea  at  the  point.    There  ia  no  man,  however  inaenaible  to 

feundatioo  of  all  raligioo,  and  of  all  the  animat-  the  obligationa  of  religion,  that  can  fully  aatbQf 

ing  proepecta  which  can  cheer  ua  in  thialand  off  hia  own  mind,  or  the  minda  of  othera,  that  the 

our  pilgrimage.    Remove  from  the  mind  the  be*  idea  of  a  fiiture  world  ia  a  mere  chimera.    On 

lief  of  a  future  exiatenoe,  and  the  hope  of  im-  the  contrarv,  the  poaaibility,  and  even  the  pro- 

inoitaliiy,  and  religion  beoomea  a  ahadow,  Iifi»  a  bability,  of  the  truth  of  man'a  eternal  deatinji 

dream,  and  the  approach  of  death  a  aeene  off  will,  at  certain  aeaaona,  ibroe  themaelvea  npoo 

darkneaa  wid  deapair.   Upon  thia  abort  queation,  the  minda  even  of  the  moat  careleaa  wid  profane. 

'*/a  wum  tnMMvftrf,  or  m  A«  not?^*  dependa  all  Yet,  it  is  amazing  to  conaider,  with  what  eaae  and 

that  ia  valuable  ia  aeienoe,  in  morale,  and  in  the*  indiilerence  multiiudee  of  thia  deacription  can 

oiogy,  and  all  that  ia  moat  intoreating  to  man  glide  down  the  stream  of  time,  under  the  awiU 

aa  a  aodal  being,  and  aa  a  rational  and  aeoount-  uncertainty  whether  it  will  hmd  them  in  tlio 

dUe  intolUgence.    If  he  ia  deatined  to  an  eternal  ahadea  of  annihilation,  the  realma  of  bliaa,  or  the 

eodstenee,  an  imaMoae  importance  must  attach  regiona  of  endleaa  wo.^<  Between  ua  aid  tfaeaa 

to  all  hia  preaent  affiM^tions,  aetiona,  and  pur-  three  perioda  or  atatea,"aaya  a  celebrated  Franch 

anita ;  and  itmuat  be  a  matter  tfmfinite  mooMot,  writer,  **  no  barrier  ia  intarpoeed  but  life,  the 

tlmt  they  be  directed  in  auch  a  channel,  aa  wiO  moat  brittle  thing  in  all  nature ;  and  the  happi* 

tend  to  earnr  him  forward,  in  aafety,  to  the  fell-  neaa  of  beaVen  Iwing  certainly  not  daaigned  fer 

eitiee  of  a  future  worU.    But  if  hia  whole  ex-  thoae  wlio  doubt  whether  they  ham  an  iounortal 

iateoce  be  drcnmacribed  within  the  circle  of  a  part  to  eqjoy  it,  auch  penoos  have  nothing  lef^ 
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tet  the  miMrable  ehanee  of  annihiUtioo,  or  of  look  fiirwwd  to  tho  iumeouiabla  entux,  and 

hell.    Tbero  ia  not  any  reflaetion  which  can  have  the  nnfathomble  depth  of  eternity  to  oane ; 

more  reality  than  thii^  aa  there  ia  nene  which  when  we  behold  Tlwui,  and  all  ita  cirdmg  ytan^ 

haa  greater  terror.    Let  aa  aet  the  brateat  ftoe  appearing  only  likea  {Mint  on  the  auriace  of  that 

on  ooreoodttioD,  and  play  the  herbeaaa  artfaQy  vaat  and  bonndleaa  oeean;  when  we  eonaider 

aa  we  can,  yet  aee  here  the  iaaoa  which  attenda  the  inunenoe  apaoea  of  the  nmverae  with  which 

the  goodlioat  life  upon  earth  1     It  ia  in  vain  fi>r  we  are  anrroonded,  and  tlie  innnmereble  worlda 

oieo  to  torn  aaide  their  thooghtg  from  thia eiemk  which  liediapened  in  every  direction  throoghoot 

ty  which  awaits  them,  aa  if  they  were  able  to  the  hnmeaaiirable  tracti  of  iH'eation ;  when  we 

deatroy  it,  by  denying  it  a  piece  intheir  imaginac  consider  that  onr  ezistenoe^  aa  thinking  befaiga, 

tion.     It  sabaista  in  apAe  ojfthtm,;  it  advanoea  may  nm  parallel  with  interminable  agea ;  and 

onobaerved ;  and  death,  which  is  to  draw  the  tliat,  in  the  reToIationa  of  eternity,  we  may  eiiit 

cortain  from  i^  will,  in  a  abort  time,  infallibly  in  regiona  of  space  immeaaorably  diatant  from 

reduce  them  to  the  dreadAil  neeeasity  of  being  onr  preaoit  iiabitBtion,  aaaociate  with  <4her  or* 

fcrever  nothing,  or  forever  miaeraUe."  ders  of  intell^ent  beings,  and  pass  through  new 

To  treat  a  aubject  ao  intereating  and  moment-  acetiea  and  chaogea  in  diatant  worlda :  and,  "^ghtm 

JOB,  with  levity  or  indifference ;  to  exert  all  the  we  eonaider  that  onr  rdatkm  to  time  may  be 

energiea  of  the  seal  in  the  ponuit  <^  objects^  dissolved,  and  car  connexion  with  etemi^  oai» 

which  a  few  years,  at  moat,  will  anatch  forever  mence,  within  the  space  of  a  few  montba  or  yeac% 

from  their  embrace;  and  never  to  ap&od  one  or  even  before  the  sun  shall  have  descrihed 

•erioua  boor  in  reflecting  on  what  may  poaaibly  another  drCnit  aroand  the  earth — ^no  inquiry  can 

aucceed  the  present  scene  of  existence,  or  in  appear  ao  momentous  and  interestiDg,  as  that 

endeavwiog  to  find  some  light,  to  dear  np  the  which  leads  t»  *lie  determination  of  our  fuhirB 

doubts  thai  may  hang  over  this  important  in-  and  eternal  deatiny,and  of  tbooe  realitiea  which 

quiry,  and  to  treat  with  derision  and  acorn  those  await  ua  beyond  the  tomb.     To  remain  inaensa- 

whowoold  direct  them  in  thia  aerinoa  inveatiga*  bleto  the  importance  of  such  an  inquiry,  and 

tion,  ia  not  only  foolish  and  preposterooii^  but  nnaflected  at  the  proapect  of  the  result  to  wfaieh 

the  height  of  in&toation  and  of  madness.    It  is  it  may  lead ;  while  we  are  feelingly  alive  to  all 

contrary  to  every  principle  on  which  reasonable  the  paltry  ooncema  and  little  ilhi  of  life,  weald 

men  act,  in  relation  to  the  aflairs  of  the  present  argue  tlw  most  unacooontable  stnpidity,  incofr 

world.    To  retain  the  profits  of  a  lucrative  bosi-  sisiency  and  infatnution. 
noai^  or  to  prevent  the  loas  of  fortune,  or  of  honor,        The  man  whose  heart  pants  afler  snbatandal 

a  man  will  aometimes  atrain  every  nervo^  atretch  knowledge  and  felicity,  whose  affecdons  centra 

every  fkculty,  deprive  himself  of  aleep^  submit  on  the  Author  of  his  existence^  and  who  delights 

to  numerous  privations,  encounter  the  raging  to  contemplate  his  character  and    perlectbu^ 

elements,  and  brave  the  dangers  of  the  ocean,  will  enter,  with  pleoaur^  on  every  idveatigBtiaii 

Nay,  he  will  ofleo  be  overwhelmed  with  despond*  which  has  a  tendency  to  throw  a  tight  on  the 

ency  at  the  alighteat  inconveniences,  and  will  acene  </bis  future  destination.    He  win  weigh, 

pass  wholo  weeka  and  months  in  snUenness  and  with  impartially,  every  consideration,  and  wiO 

chagrin,  for  an  imaginary  affront,  or  for  the  seise,  with  delight,  npon  every  argument  by 

loas  of  a  few  pounds^  whiles  at  the  same  time^  which  a  full  oonvietion  of  his  immortal  desdny 

he  remains  perfectly  indifiTerent,  and  widioot  the  may  be  indelibly  riveted  upon  hb  mind ;  and  he 

least  emotion,  in  regard  to  the  unknown  scenes  will  endeavor  to  cheer  his  sonl  amidst  thesor- 

of  the  eternal  worid,  and  the  danger  <^  endless  rows  of  mortality,  with  the  consideration  that 

ausery  to  which  he  is  exposed.    Such  acondoct,  "when  the  earUiIy  honae  of  his  tabernacle  Is 

and  such  dispositions,  which  are  too  frequently  dissolved,  he  has  a  building  of  God.  an  house 

realised  in  the  caae  of  thousands  who  oocaidon-  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens." 
ally  mingle  in  our  religions  assonblies^  are 

obvioualy  inoonaiatent  wiUi  the  dictates  of  pro-       In  illnatraUng  tfaeevidenoes  of  »  future  state, 

deuce  and  ofcommonaenae^  and  with  every  thing  I  ahall,  In  the  Jlrti  plact,  state  some  of  tboee 

that  ought  to  charaeteriae  a  rational  and  an  proofa  which  reason,  or  the  Hght  of  nature^  for 

accoontable  creatnr«i  niahea,  of  man'a  eternal  deatineiion ;  and  se» 

When  we  look  back  into  the  inexplorable  abyis  ondfy,  those  which  an  derived  from  the  system 

ofthatelemity  which  is  already  past;  when  wn  of  revebtioo. 


CHAPTER  I. 


PROOFS  OF  ▲  FUTDRB  8TATB  FROM  THE  UGHT  OP  NATDRR. 


T  HS  eridences  of  a  future  state  which  the  light 
of  reaaoa  afibidt,  though  not  eo  clear  and  do- 
ciaive  as  those  which  are  derived  from  divine 
rerelaiioo,  are  worthy  of  the  serious  ooosidera- 
tioo  of  every  one  in  whose  mind  the  least  doubt 
remains  on  this  important  subject.  The  con- 
viction they  are  calculated  to  produce,  when 
attentively  weighed,  is  sufficient  to  leave  every 
one  without  excuse  who  trifles  with  the  concerns 
of  his  future  destinyi  and  overlooks  his  relation 
to  the  eternal  world.  Though  the  Deity  is  in- 
visible to  mortal  eyes,  yet  his  existence  and  per- 
fections are  clearly  demonstrated  by  his  visible 
oporations,  and  he  baa  not  left  himeelf  without  a 
witness  to  his  beneficence,  in  any  age,  '*  in  his 
giving  rain  from  heaven,  and  Ihiitful  seaeons, 
and  filling  our  hearts  with  food  and  gladness." 
In  like  manner,  though  the  realities  </  a  iuture 
world  are  not  presented  directly  to  the  eye  of 
•eose,yet  the  faculties  with  which  man  i§  en- 
dowed, when  properly  exercised  on  all  the  phy* 
fieal  and  moral  scenes  which  the  nnivene  dis- 
plays, are  sufficient  to  evince  the  high  degree  of 
prolMbility,  if  not  absolute  certainty,  that  his 
duration  aiMi  his  sphere  of  action  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  narrow  limits  of  the  present  world, 
but  have  a  relation  to  a  future  and  an  immortal 
eadstence.— In  illustrating  this  topic,  I  AtJl 
waive  the  consideration  of  several  of  those  meta- 
physical argumMits  which  have  been  adduced  by 
philosophers  and  divines,  fcunded  on  the  imma- 
teriality of  the  human  soul,  and  confine  myaelf 
diiefly  to  those  popular  considerations,  which 
are  level  to  every  capacity,  and,  perhaps,  more 
convincing  than  the  subtle  and  refined  disqoisi- 
tioos  of  metaphysical  minds. 


SECTION  I. 
o«  rum  vnrxBSAL  Bauer  whicr  rm 

DOCTBINB  or  UOfOmTALITT  HAS  OBTAIVBD 
m  ALL  AOBI. 

It  ibrms  a  presumptivo  proof  df  the  immoi^ 
lality  of  man,  that  this  doctrine  has  obtained 
tmiversal  belief  among  all  nations,  and  in  eveiy 
period  of  time. 

That  the  thinking  prtneipla  in  man  is  of  an 
immortal  nature,  was  believed  by  the  ancient 
Egyptians,  the  Persians,  (ha  Pbeniciaas,  the 
e^iaos,  the  Celts,  the  Druids,  the  Assyrians, 
•i^-bf  the  wisest  and  the  most  celebrated  charao- 
•wiaaMaf  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  byaW 


most  every  other  ancient  nation  and  tribe  whoii 
records  have  reached  our  times.  The  notions, 
indeed,  which  many  of  them  entertained  of  the 
scenes  of  futurity  were  very  obscure  and  imper- 
fect ;  but  they  all  embraced  the  idea,  that  death 
is  not  the  destruction  of  the  rational  soul,  but 
only  its  introduction  to  a  new  and  unknown  state 
of  existence.  The  ancient  Scythians  believed 
that  death  was  only  a  change  of  habitation ;  and 
the  Magiaa  sect,  which  prevailed  in  Babylonia, 
Media,  Assyria,  and  Persia,  admitted  the  doc- 
trine of  eternal  rewards  and  punishments.  The 
doctrines  tanght  by  the  second  Zoroaster,  who 
lived  in  the  time  of  Darius,  were,  *'  that  then 
is  one  Supreme  Being,  independent  and  self-ex- 
istent from  all  eternity  ;  that  under  him  there  are 
two  angels,  one  the  angel  of  light,  who  is  the 
author  of  att  good ;  and  the  other  the  angel  of 
darkness,  who  is  the  author  of  all  evil :  that  they 
are  in  a  perpetual  struggle  with  each  other ;  that 
where  the  angel  of  light  prevails,  there  good 
reigns;  and  that  where  the  angel  of  darkness 
prevails,  there  evil  takes  place;  that  this  strug- 
gle shall  continue  to  the  end  of  the  workl :  that 
then  there  shall  be  a  general  resurrection  and  a 
day  of  judgment,  wherein  all  shall  receive  a  just 
retribution,  according  to  their  works.  After 
which,  the  angel  of  darkness  and  his  disciples 
shall  go  into  a  world  of  their  own,  where  they 
shall  sufler,  m  everlasting  darkness,  the  punish- 
ment of  their  evil  deeds ;  and  the  angel  of  light 
and  his  disciples  shall  also  go  into  a  world  of 
their  own,  vthwe  they  shall  receive,  in  everlas^ 
ing  light,  the  reward  due  to  their  good  deeds ; 
that  after  this  they  shall  remain  separated  for 
ever,  and  light  and  darkness  be  no  more  mixed 
to  aO  eternity."*  The  remains  of  (his  sect, 
which  are  scattered  over  Persia  and  India,  still 
hold  the  same  doctrines,  without  any  variatioD, 
even  at  this  day. 

It  is  well  known,  that  Plato,  Socrates,  and  other 
Greek  philosophers,  held  the  doctrine  of  the 
soul's  immortality.  In  his  admirable  dialogue, 
entitled,  *<  The  Phadon,"  Plato  represents  So- 
crates, a  little  befi>re  his  death,  encompassed  with 
a  circle  of  philosc^thers,  and  discoursing  with 
them  on  the  arguments  which  prove  the  eternal 
destiny  of  man.  "  When  the  dead,**  says  he, 
«  are  arrived  at  the  readesvous  of  departed  souls, 
whither  their  angel  oondoots  them,  they  are  all 
judged.  Those  who  have  passed  their  lives  in  a 
neither  entirely  criminal,  nor  absolutelv 
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AnoBi  die  mtmeroiif  and  <fi?enified  tribes  hjg  underetaDding  fortified  eguDst  delueion  aaft 

thar  are  acattered  over  the  different  regiona  of  error.    If  it  be  a  sentimeDt  which  waaorigiaaU} 

the  earth,  that  agree  in  acaroel^r  any  other  aenti-  inpresaed  on  the  human  aoal  by  the  hand  of  ila 

ment  or  article  of  religious  belief}  we  here  find  Creator,  we  do  Tiolence  to  the  law  of  oar  aalure« 

the  moat  perfect  harmony,  in  their  recognition  of  when  we  disregard  ita  intimations,  or  attenpC  to 

a  Supreme  Inteliigenoe,  and  in  their  belief  that  resist  the  force  of  its  erideooe.    If  it  ought  tobe 

the  Mul  sunriTOs  the  dissolution  of  iu  mortal  considered  as  originally  derived  fiom  Revelation, 

frame.    And,  as  Cicero  long  ainoe  obaerved,  then  it  is  corroborative  of  the  traih  of  the  Sacrsd 

"  In  every  thing  the  consent  A  all  nations  is  to  Records,  in  which  *'  life  and  immortality'*  am 

be  accounted  the  law  of  nature,  and  to  resist  it,  dearly  exhibited.    And,  if  it  be  regaided  as  likie- 

is  to  resist  the  voice  of  Gkid."    For  we  can  wise  one  of  the  deductions  of  natural  reason,  w« 

scarcely  suppose,  in  consistency  with  the  divme  are  left  without  excuse,  if  we  attempt  to  ofaocure 

perfections,  that  an  error,  on  a  subjea  of  so  its  evidence,  or  to  overlook  the  important  coase 

vast  importance  to  mankind,  sboukl  ^tain  the  quenoea  which  it  involves.— ^As  the  consent  of  all 

tmiversal  belief  of  all  nations  and  agea,  and  that  nations  has  been  generally  oonsidered  o  a  pow- 

Grod  himself  would  suffer  a  world  of  rational  erfiil  argument  for  the  existence  of  a  Deity,  so 

beings,  throughout  every  generation,  to  be  car-  the  universal  belief  of  mankind  in  the  doctrine  ef 

ried  away  by  a  delusion,  and  to  be  tantalised  by  a  future  sute  ought  to  be  viewed  as  a  strong  pre- 

a  hope  which  has  no  foundation  in  nature,  and  sumption  that  it  is  founded  upon  truth.    Thn 

which  is  OQUtrary  to  the  plan  of  his  moral  govern-  human  mind  is  so  constituted,  that,  wben^left  to 

meat.    It  is  true,  indeed,  that  several  of  the  its  native  unUassed  energies,  it  necessarily  ift- 

opinions  to  which  I  have  now  adverted,  and  fers  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Inlelligeoce,fioBi 

many  others  which  prevail  among  the  uncivilixed  the  ^islence  of  matter,  and  the  economy  of  ibn 

tribes  of  mankind,  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  material  worid ;  and,  fi'om  the  nature  of  the  h»- 

disembodied  spirits,  and  the  naturt  of  future  man  fitculties,  and  the  mdral  atuibutea  of  God, 

happiness,  are  very  erroneoos  and  imperfect;  it  is  abnoet  as  infallibly  led  to  eooelode,  that  n 

but  they  all  recognise  this  grand  and  important  future  existence  is  necessary,  in  order  to  gratify 

truth,  that  death  is  not  the  destruction  of  the  the  boundless  desires  of  tlie  human  soul,  and  to 

rational  soul,  and  that  man  is  destined  to  an  im-  vindicate  the  wisdom  and  rectitude  of  the  moral 

mortal  existence.    Their  erroneous  conceptions  GJovemor  of  the  world.    These  two  grand  truths, 

in  respect  to  the  rewards  and  punishments  of  which  constitute  the  foundation  of  all  religios, 

the  future  world  may  be  easily  accounted  for,  and  of  every  thing  that  is  interesting  to  man  aa 

firom  a  consideration  of  the  imperfect  concep-  sn  intelligent  agent,  are  interwoven  with  the  tbe- 

lions  they  have  fotmed  of  the  Divine  Being,  ologicalcreedofallnationa;and,  in  almost  every 

and.  of  die  principles  of  his  moral  government;  instance,  where  the  one  is  called  in  question,  the 

fiom  their  ignorance  of  those  leading  principles  other  is  undermined  or  denied :  so  that  the  doo- 

and  moral  laws,  by  which  the  Almighty  regulates  trine  of  the  immortality  of  man  may  be  eonsi- 

Ihe  intelligent  universe ;  from  the  false  ideas  ihey  dered  as  resting  on  the  same  foundation  aa  the 

have  been  led  to  entertain  respecting  the  nature  exbtenoe  of  a  Supreme  Intelligence. 
of  iubatantial  happineoi ;  from  the  cniel  and        It  must  indeed  be  admiUed,  that  individoah 

■baord  practices  connected  with  the  system  of  have  appeared  in  every  age,  who  have  endeavnmw 

pagan  superstition;  fitim  the  Intellectoal  dark-  ed  to  call  in  question,  or  to  deny,  this  fimdame** 

Bess  which  has  brooded  over  the  human  race  tal  truth.    But  this  cireumttanoe  forms  no  valid 

ever  since  the  foil  of  man ;  and  from  the  univerw  objection  to  the  force  of  the  argument  to  whieb  I 

sal  prevalence  of  thoee  depraved  dispositions  have  now  adverted.    For  the  number  of  such 

and  affections,  which  characterise  the  untutored  'persons  has  been  extremely  small,  when  compar- 

tribes  on  whom  the  light  of  revelation  has  never  ed  with  the  mass  of  mankind ;  and  their  opiniooi 

•hone.  on  this  subject  have  generally  originated  either 

To  whatever  caase  this  universal  belief  of  a  from  wilfol  ignorance ;  from  an  affectation  of  sin- 

future  existence  is  to  be  traced— whether  to  a  gularity  and  ofappearing  superior  to  vulgar  foam  i 

imiveraal  tradition  derived  fix>m  the  first  parents  or  from  indulging  in  a  course  of  wicke&esa  and 

of  the  human  race ;  to  an  innate  sentiment  ori^  impiety,  which  has  led  diem  to  wish,  and  if  po^ 

ginally  impressed  on  the  loul  of  man ;  toa  divine  sible  to  believe,  that  there  are  neither  ponid»- 

revdation  disseminated  and  handed  down  from  ments  nor  rewards  beyond  the  gimve.    If  it  ap- 

one  generation  to  another,  or  to  the  deductions  of  pear  strange  and  unnatural  that  any  man  riiouU 

boman  reason-^t  forms  a  strong  presumption,  with  his  soul  to  be  mortal,  Hierodea  assignn  dm 

and  a  powerfol  argument,  in  favour  of  the  posi-  true  reason  of  it :  "A  wicked  man,**  saya  be, 

tion  we  are  now  endeavouring  to  support    If  it  "is  afraid  of  hia  judge,  and  therefore  wishea  his 

is  to  be  traced  back  to  the  original  progenitora  of  sonl  and  body  may  perish  together  by  dearti, 

mankind,  it  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  tbooe  rather  than  it  should  appear  bdbre  the  tribonal 

Irutha  which  were  recognised  by  man  in  a  state  of  God.*'    If  a  number  of  fods  shouU  think  fit 

ef  innocence,  when  hia  affiwtions  were  pure,  and  to  put  out  their  own  eyes,  to  prevent  them  fram 
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WiBf  the  effects  of  light,  u  Damooritoi,  the  at  the  discovery,  when  he  leoped  from  the  bath, 

ineient  philosopher,  was  said  to  have  done,  it  and  ran  naked  tlurough  the  streets  of  Syracuse, 

would  form  no  argument  to  prove  that  all  the  rest  crying,  "  I  have  foond  it,  I  have  found  it"— soon 

of  the  world  was  blind.    AJid,  if  a  few  sceptics  subsided  into  indifference,  and  his  mind  pushed 

and  profligates  endeavour  to  Uind  the  eyes  of  ferward  in  quest  of  new  discoveries.    When 

their  understanding  by  sophistry  and  licentious-  Newtoo  ascertained  the  law  of  universal  gravi- 

I,  it  cannot  prevent  the  light  of  reason,  which  tation,  and  Franklin  discovered  the  identity  of 


onveils  the  realities  of  a  future  world,  from  shin-  lightning  and  the  electric  fluid,  and  felt  the  tran»> 

ing  on  the  rest  of  mankind,  nor  constitute  the  ports  which  such  discoveries  most  have  excited, 

slightest  argument  to  prove  the  Ulaey  of  the  did  they  slacken  their  pace  in  the  road  of  scien- 

dochriae  th^  deny.  tiflc  disoovn-y,  or  ait  down  contented  with  their 

past  researches  ?    No.    One  discovery  gave  a 

—  stimulus  to  the  pursuit  of  another,  and  their  ca* 

reer  of  improvement  only  terminated  with  their 

SECTION  n.  lives.    After  Alexander  had  led  his  victorious 

armies  ove^  Persia,  Babylonia,  Syria,  Kfffptt 

e*  TBS  Dxsiax  or  ruTun^  bxistsitcb  in-  and  India,  and  had  conquered  the  greater  part  of 

PLAirrsD  in  THV  HUMAV  MiHD.  the  kuown  world,  did  he  sit  down  in  peace,  and 

enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  conquests  ?   No.    His  do- 

Those  strcmg  and  restless  desires  after  future  sires  afler  new  projects,  and  new  expeditions, 

eodstenco  and  enjoyment,  which  are  implanted  remained  insatiable ;  his  ambition  rose  even  to 

IB  the  soul  of  man,  are  a  strmig  presumptive  madness; and  wbm  thephilosoi^erAnaxarGhus 

proof  that  he  is  possessed  of  an  immortal  na-  told  him,  there  was  an  infinite  number  of  worlds, 

Hire.  he  wept  at  the  thought  that  his  oooquests  were 

There  is  no  human  being  vrfao  feels  full  satis-  confined  to  ens. 

fiMtion  in  his  present  enjoyments.    The  mind  These  restless  and  unbounded  desires  are  to  be 

is  for  ever  on  the  wing  in  ihe  pursuit  of  new  ac-  finmd  agitating  the  breasts  of  men  of  all  natioas, 

quireroents,  of  new  objects,  and,  if  possible,  of  of  all  ranks  and  conditions  in  life.    If  we  ascend 

higher  degrees  of  felicity,  than  the  present  mo>  the  thrones  of  princes,  if  we  enter  the  palaces  of 

meat  can  aflM.    However  exquisite  any  par-  the  great,  if  we  walk  through  the  mansions  of 

ticular  enjoyment  may  sometimes  be  found,  it '  courtierssndstatesmen.ifwe  pry  into  the  abodes 

soon  begins  to  lose  its  relish,  and  to  pall  the  in-  of  poverty  and  indigence,  if  we  mingle  with  poets 

lellectuid  appetite.  Hence  the  voraoious  desire,  or  philosophers,  with  manufacturers,  merchants, 

apparent  among  all  ranks,  for  variety  of  amuse-  mechanics,  peasants,  or  beggars ;  if  we  survey 

ments,  both  of  a  sensitive,  and  of  an  intelleetual  the  busy,  bustling  Qoene  of  a  large  city,  the  s»> 

nature.    Hence  the  keen  desire  for  novelty,  for  questered  village,  or  the  cot  whnh  stands  in  the 

tales  0^  wonder,  for  beautiful  and  splendid  exhi-  lonely  desert— we  shall  find,  in  every  situation, 

bitions,  and  for  inteBigence  respecting  the  pa»-  and  among  every  dass,  beings  animated  with 

smg  occurrences  of  the  day.    Hence  the  eagefw  desires  of  happiness,  which  no  present  enjoy- 

ness  with  which  the  daily  newspapers  are  read  ment  can  gratify,  and  attach  no  object  within  the 

by  all  ranks  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  procore  limits  of  time  can  fiilly  satiate.    Whether  we 

them.    However  novel  or  interesting  the  events  choose  to  indulge  in  ignorance,  or  to  prosecute 

which  are  detailed  to-day,  an  appetite  for  fresh  the  path  of  knowledge ;  to  loiter  in  indolence,  or 

intelligence  is  excited  before  to-morrow.  Amidst  to  exert  our  active  powers  with  unremitting  ener- 

the  numerous  objects  which  are  daily  soliciting  gy ;  to  mingle  with  social  beings,  or  to  flee  to  the 

attention,  amidst  the  variety  of  intelligenee  which  haunts  of  solitude, — we  feel  a  vacuum  in  the 

qevrsmongers  have  carefully  selected  for  the  grati-  mind,  which  nothing  around  us  can  fill  up;  a 

fieation  <^  every  taste,  ami  amidst  the  ficticious  longing  after  new  objects  and  enjoyments,  which 

scenes  depicted  by  the  novelist  and  the  poet —  nothing  earthly  can  fully  satisfy.    Regardless 

'*  the  eye  is  not  satisfied  with  seeing,  nor  the  ear  of  the  past,  and  unsatisfied  with  the  present,  the 

with  hearing.**    Hence,  too,  the  insatiable  de>  soul  of  man  feasts  itself  on  die  hope  of  enjoy- 

•ires  of  the  miser  in  accumulating  riches,  and  ments  which  it  has  never  yet  possessed 

the  miremittmg  career  of  ambition,  m  its  puiw  .                    ^^^^  ^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^^ . 

■uit  of  honours  and  of  fame.    And  hence  th0  Man  aererlf,  but  always  » te  blest. 

ardour  with  which  the  philosopher  prosecutea  The  soul  uneasjr,  and  conflned  from  home, 

one  diKovety  afler  andCr,  Without  ever  ar-  ^^  "^  expatiates  in  a  Ufe  to  come." 

riving  at  a  resting^int,  or  sitting  down  con-  That  the  desire  of  immortality  is  common, 

tented  with  his  preeent  attainmenta.    When  and  natural  to  all  men,  appears  fixim  a  variety  of 

Archimedes  had  discovered  the  mode  of  deCeiw  actions,  which  can  scarcely  be  accounted  for  on 

mining  the  relative  quantities  of  goU  and  silver  any  other  principle,  and  which  prove  that  the 

m  Hiero*B  crown,  did  he  rest  satisfied  with  this  mind  feels  conscious  of  its  immortal  destiaj. 

new  MsqutrwDent?    No.    The  ecstacy  he  felt  Why,  otherwiae,  shouU  men  be  anxious  abool 
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thmr  rapoCKtioa,  and  coUcHow  to  secure  tbcir  of  all  oar  desires,  and  o^  all  tbe  ptani  we  fena 
namet  (Hmd  oblivion,  and  to  perpetuate  their  in  life.  ADnttiiktiois  cannot  l>e  an  object  of 
bne,  after  they  have  descended  into  the  itrave  ?  deeire  to  any  rational  being.  We  desire  seme 
To  accomplish  sudi  objects,  and  to  gratify  such  thing  that  is  reo/i  something  that  is  ooonec*ea 
desires,  poets,  orators,  and  historians,  have  bran  with  A^i^^piiisss  or  sn^oymenf ,  but  non-existeaoa 
flattered  and  rewarded  to  celebrate  their  actions ;  has  no  object  nor  concern  whatever  belonging  to 
monuments  of  marble  and  <^  brass  have  been  it.  When  a  wicked  man,  under  a  ooasciousoess 
erected  to  represent  their  persons,  and  inscrip-  of  guilt,  indulges  a  wish  lor  annibUaiion  aftsr 
tions  engraved  in  the  solid  rock,  to  convey  to  death,  it  is  not  because  non-eodsteoce  it  m 
future  generations  a  record  of  the  ekploits  Ihey  «Cse{f  on  ittJ4d  9f  desire,  but  he  would  chooee  h 
had  achieved.  Lofty  cohmuw,  triumpfaaj  arches,  as  the  least  of  two  evils :  he  woidd  ra^er  be 
toweringpyramids,magntfioent  temples,  palaces,  blotted  out  of  creation,  than  suffer  the  puiiisb- 
and  mausoleums  have  been  reared,  to  etomize  ment  due  to  his  sins  in  the  eternal  world, 
their  frme,  «id  to  make  them  live,  as  it  were.  It  may  also  be  remarked,  that  the  desire  oC 
in  the  eyes  of  their  soeceesors,  through  all  the  immortality,  however  vigorous  it  may  be  in  or^ 
future  ages  of  time.  But,  if  the  soul  be  destined  dinary  minds,  becomes  still  more  glowing  and 
to  destruction  at  the  honr  of  death,  why  should  ardent  in  proportion  as  the  intellect  is  caltivaied 
nan  be  anxious  about  what  diall  happen,  or  and  expanded,  and  in  proportion  as  the  soul 
wiiat  riiall  not  happen  hereafter,  when  he  is  ro--  rises  to  higher  and  higher  degrees  of  virtue  and 
dnced  to  a  mere  non-entity,  and  banished  for  moral  exoellenoe.  It  forms  a  powerful  stimnkM 
•ver  from  the  universe  of  God  ?  He  can  have  no  to  the  perfbrmanoe  of  actions  which  are  noUs, 
tntorest  in  any  events  that  may  be&ll  the  living  generous,  puUic-spirited,  benevolent,  and  h»- 
worid  when  he  is  cancelled  from  the  &ce  of  crea-  mane,  and  which  have  a  tendency  to  promote  tka 
tion,  and  iHien  the  spark  of  intelligence  he  poe-  intellectual  improvesMnl,  and  the  happiness  of 
sessed  is  4]uenched  in  everlasting  night.  If  any  future  generations.  Hence  the  most  illustrioui 
man  be  fully  convinced  that  the  grave  pots  a  characters  of  the  heathen  world,  the  poem,  dm 
fbal  period  to  his  existence,  the  only  oonsuteiK  orators,  the  moralists  and  philosophers  of  anti- 
action  be  can  peribm,  when  he  6nds  his  earthly  quity,  had  their  minds  fired  with  the  idea  of  in* 
wiriies  and  expectations  •frustrated,  is  to  rusk  mortality,  and  many  of  them  wero  rnahied  l» 
into  the  arms  of  death,  and  rid  himself  at  once  brave  death  without  dismay,  under  the  conviction 
of  all  the  evils  connected  with  his  being.  But  that  it  was  the  messengey  which  was  to  waft  their 
we  fkid  the  great  majority  of  mankind,  notwith*  spirits  to  the  realms  of  endless  bUsa.  Whea 
standingthe  numerous  ills  to  which  they  aresob*  Demosthenes  had  fled  for  shelter  to  an  asykim 
jeeted,  still  clinging  with  eagerness  to  their  from  the  resentment  of  Amipator,  who  had  sent 
■tortal  existonce,  smI  looking  forward,  with  a  Arehias  to  bring  him  by  force,  and  when  Archiaa 
eertain  degree  of  hope,  to  a  termination  of  their  promised  upon  hb  honour  thathe  shouU  not  lose 
aorrowa.  his  life,  if  he  woukl  voluntarily  make  his  peisoaal 

•i.m.^-^.v_  w    -  .  1 ....  Ill  ^w     w  nppearance^— "God  fbfbid,"  said  he,  "that  afker 

—**  They  rather  choose  to  bear  those  Ulsthejr  have  rt:       i.    ^"w-           .         j  n  .    j*      . 

Than  flj  to  others  that  ther  know  not  of.*'  *-  «*▼«  ^^  Xenocmtes  and  Plato  discourse  so 

divinely  on  the  immortality  of  the  aool,  I  abouid 

There  is,  I  presume,  no  individual  in  a  sound  prefer  a  life  of  infcmy  and  dasgrane  to  an  lio- 

stato  of  mind,  who  can  entirely  throw  aside  all  nouimble  death."    Even  these  who  were  not 

aoncero  about  his  posthumous  reputation,  and  fhUy  convinced  of  the  doctrine  ef  immortality, 

about  the  events  that  may  happen  in  the  worid  unidst  all  their  doubu  and  perplexities  on  this 

after  his  decease.    And  if  so,  it  clearly  demon-  point,  earnest^  loislWd  Hbrf  il  s^g^  ^ruue  *rw^ 

stratos,  not  only  that  he  does  not  wiM,  but  that  ud  ffew,  if  any  of  them,  absolutely  denied  'tu 

ne  does  not  even  nffpom  that  his  existence  wiD  Hence,  too,  the  noUe  and  disiitfaiested  acti<mi 

ne  for  ever  extinguished  at  death.    The  idea  of  which  ChrisUan  heroes  have  performed,  under 

the  daaae  of  keinft^exposed  naked  after  their  the  mfluence  of  unseen  and  everiastiag  thinp. 

death,  produced  sucha  powerinl  efiect upon  the  They  have  fkeed  dangera  and  penecntioM  ia 

minds  of  the  Milesian  virgins,  that  it  deterred  every  shape;  they  have  endured  ''emel  nmok- 

them  from  putting  an  end  to  their  lives,  after  all  ings,  soourgings,  bonds,  and  impriaonmeatai" 

other  arfuments  had  been  tried  in  vaia.*^    The  they  have  tnumpked  iBMler  the  loimsaUi  of  the 

desire  of  existeooe^-and  of  existence,  too,  which  nek,  and  amidst  the  raging  flnmnt-.  they  faava 

has  no  termination,  appeal*  to  be  the  fiMmdatkn  mnaouated  evary  ohstade  in  their  benevoAeai 

•  *'l  beseech  men  forCtod's  sake,  (sajs  Hal^)  that  "•rtwos  to  oommunieate  ^^fMmgs  «» their  feU 

If  at  any  time  there  arise  In  them  a  desire  or  a  wish  low^men;  they  have  braved  the  fury  ef  the  ragng 

!5«J!jMi^%St!SM*3r*"i®'^**S:.**~"*ii^  elemente,  traversed  sea  and  lano,  aad  puM 

at  that  time  thejr  would  sertouslj  conakler,  whether  jj...        ' ,_  j w««t  y^^Am^,*^  .is^L  ki  ^mlZTII 

thoss  motions  are  not  from  some  spirit  to  eentlans  "^  '"•J  '^  distaai  Dartiarous  ciunea,  m  order  to 
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iiaee^<«ihey  d§mn  &  beitar  countiy,"  and  feel  worI4.    A  Being  posMseed  of  peifect  beaevoi 

MNted  that  death  will  introduce  ihem  to  <'  an  leoce  cannot  be  supposed  to  harass  his  intelligeDt 

•leeeding  great  and  an  eCeroal  weight  of  glory."  creatures,  and  to  render  thoir  lives  hitter  with 

Since,  then,  it  appe«rs  that  the  desire  of  im-  alarming  apprehensions,  for  which  there  is  no! 

mortalitjr  is  common  to  mankind,  ihal  the  soul  is  the  slightest  foundation.     But,  if  there  is  no 

moessantly  looking  forwmrd  to  the  enjovmtut  of  state  either  of  punishment  or  rewaiti  beyond  tbo 

nome  future  good,  and  that  this  desire  has  been  grave,  those  desires  of  immortal  duration,  which 

the  spring  c^"  actions  the  most  beneficent,  and  seem  at  first  view  to  elevate  man  above  the 

hMoic,  on  what  principle  is  it  to  be  accounted  other  inhabitanU  of  this  globe,  actually  place 

for  7  bion  below  the  level  of  the  beasts,  which  bound 

'Whence  springs  this  pleasiBg  hope,  this  fond  deslM,  <^ough  the  forests  and  lawns,  and  find  their 

This  longing  after  inunortailty  ?  chief  enjoyment  in  browsinc  on  the  grass    Thev 

Or,  whence  this  secret  dre^id,  and  Inward  horror,  mrs  aHva  tn  nrM«n*  ««u«»^».    k.?»  -     ^      / 

Of  falling  Intononghil-Why  shrinks  the  soul  T'^  *"^*  '**  present  enjoyment,  but  appear  to 

Badconhersel^aAdstaztlesatdiestnioUenl'*  '^^^  "<>  anticipations  of  the  fbture;  they  feel 

•nm.                   J    .1^  i-«  .        t^       -J  .  *u  l***™*  P*ra»  hut  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 

^^^JI^  u^iT"  '''J^^*"^'  ^     ***  **y  •'^  «^^  to™°««J  with  faus  or  fore. 
vanefyorol>jeeto  which  surnMmd  us?    Whence    bodings  of  future  punishment.    They  are  coi*. 
•risee  the  disgttrt  that  so  quickly  succeeds  every     tented  with  the  organs  with  which  Nature  baa 
eqoymeiitt     Wherefore  can  we  never  cease    fomished  them;  they  appear  fully  satisfied  with 
from  wishing  for  something  more  exquisite  than    ranging  the  fields  and  feasting  «i  the  herbage : 
we  have  ever  yet  possessed  ?    No  satisfi^tory     their  desires  need  no  restraintTand  their  wi^ 
inewer  can  be  given  .^  such  quejttoos,  if  our    *re  completely  gratified ;  and  what  pleased  them 
Airauon  be  eireumKribed  withm  the  hmits  oC    yesterday  wiD  likewi.#  give  them  pleasure  to- 
Ome ;  and  iT  we  shaU  be  blotted  out  of  creation    morrow,  without  being  harassed  wiUi  faisatiable 
when  our  earthly  tebemacles  are  laid  m  the    desires  after  novelty^  variety.    They  live  di- 
dott.    The  desires  to  which  t  now  refer  appear    vested  of  those  innumerable  eves  and  anxieties 
to  be  an  eeseoUal  pvt  of  the  liuman  oonsUtutioo,     which  harass  and  perplex  the  chiMren  of  men. 
and,  oooseqoendy,  were  implanted  m  our  nature    and  they  never  wish  to  go  beyond  the  boundary 
by  the  hand  of  our  Creator;— and,  therefore,     which  nature  prescribes.     <' The  ingenious  bee 
we  must  snppose,  either  that  the  desire  of  in».    conMructs  commodious  cells,  but  never  dreama 
mortality  will  be  gratified,  or  that  the  Creator     of  jrearing  triumphal  arches  or  obelirits  to  deco- 
ttkM  delight  in  tontalizing  bis  creatures  witb     rate  her  waxen  city."    Through  ignorance  of 
hopes  and  expectations  which  will  end  in  eternal    the  fiiture,  they  pass  firm  life  to  death,  with 
diMappointment.     To  admit  the  latter  wppoai-    as  much  indifference  as  from  watchmg  to  sleep, 
tiob,  wottid  be  inconsistent  with  every  rational    or  from  labour  to  repose.    But  man,  amidst  all 
idea  we  can  form  of  the  moral  attributes  of  the    the  enjoyments  and  prospects  which  surround 
Divinity.    U  would  be  inconsistent  with  his    him,  feels  uneasy  and  nnaatisfied,  because  be 
veraaty;  for  to  encourage  hopes  and  desires    pants  after  happiness  infinite  in  duration.    His 
which  are  never  intended  to  be  gratified,  is  the    hopes  and  desires  overstep  the  bounds  of  time 
characteristic  of  a  deceiver,  and  therefore  cod-    and  of  every  period  we  can  affix  to  duration, 
Irary  to  every  conoeptlon  we  can  form  cf  the     and  move  onward  through  a  boundless  eternity, 
conduct  of  "  a  God  of  truth."    It  would  be  ii>-     And  if  he  is  to  be  for  ever  cut  off  fitim  exist- 
oonsisteat  with  his  ndUyde;  for  every  such  d»*     ence  when  his  body  drops  into  the  grave,  how* 
eeption  implies  an  act  of  injustice  towards  the    dtcmal  the  continued  apprehension  of  an  eveiw 
individual  who  is  thus  tantalized.    It  would  be    lasting  period  bemg  pot  to  all  hn  enjoyments 
inconsistent  with  hb  wdom ;  for  it  would  imply    after  a  prospect  of  immortality  has  been  opened 
(hat  he  has  no  other  means  of  governing  the  in-    to  his  view ! 

teDigeat  creation,  than  those  which  have  a  tei^  How,  then,  shall  we  accoaot  for  these  anoma^ 
dency  to  produce  iallaeious  hopes  and  foara  in  lies?  How  shall  we  reconcile  these  apparent 
the  minds  of  bis  rational  oflspring.  It  would  mcoasistencies  ?  In  what  light  shall  we  exhibit 
be  inconsistent  with  his  bemevaUmce;  for  as  "  the  the  conduct  of  the  Creator,  so  as  to  render  it 
desire  aceomplisbed  is  sweet  to  the  soul,"  so  consistent  with  itself?  There  b  but  one  eon^ 
disappointed  hopes  uniformly  tend  to  produce  elusion  we  can  form,  in  consistency  with  the 
misery.  Yet  the  benevolence  of  the  Deity,  in  moral  attributes  of  God,  which  will  completely 
•very  other  point  of  view,  is  most  strikingly  dis-  unravel  the  mysteiy  of  man  being  animated  with 
played  in  all  his  arrangements  in  the  material  unbounded  desires,  and  yet  confined  to  a  short 
miirerse,  and  towards  every  species  of  sensitive  and  limited  duration  in  the  present  world,  and 
cxistenee.  that  is,— that  this  world  is  not  ihe  place  of  our 

What  has  been  now  stated  in  relation  to  desire  final  destination,  but  introductory  to  a  more  gk>- 
•ad  hope,  will  squally  apply  to  those  foan  and  rioas  and  permanent  state  of  existence,  when 
•pprebensions,  which  frv^uently  arise  in  the  the  desires  of  virtuous  minds  will  be  completely 
mind  in  rdersnoe  to  the  puntshneslB  of  afuture    gratified,  and  their  hopos  fiiliy  rediied.    I  do 
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not  Me  how  «ny  other  epudusioii  can  bo  drawn, 
wimout  denying  both  the  mand  dwaaUTf  and 
even  the  very  aeutaiec  of  the  Deity. 


SECTION  III. 

in  TBS  mTBLLEOTTTAL  rACULTIXf  OF  XAIT, 
▲ITD  THE  STROIfa  DSII&E  Of  KHOWLXDOX 
WSXCH  II     IMPLAITTED    IZr     THE     BUMAIT 

luiro. 

The  principle  of  curiosity,  or  the  etrong  desire 
of  knowledge  which  ii  implanted  in  the  mind  of 
man,  and  the  noble  intellectual  faculties  for  ac- 
quiring it  with  which  he  is  endowed,  are  evi- 
dences and  proofii  of  his  immortal  destination. 

Though  this  argument  may  be  considered,  by 
some,  as  only  a  branch  of  the  preceding,  it  may 
not  be  inexpedient,  for  the  salie  of  impression, 
to  consider  it  separately,  as  it  will  admit  (^  rea- 
sonings and  iilustirations  distinct  from  those 
which  have  now  been  brought  forward. 

The  desire  of  knowledge  is  natural  to  wwy 
rational  being,  and  appears  to  be  a  fundamental 
part  of  the  constitution  of  the  human  mind.  It  is 
perceptible  even  in  the  first  stage  of  its  pro- 
gress, and  has  a  powerful  influence  over  the 
movements  and  the  ei^oyments  of  tlie  young. 
Present  to  a  child  a  beautifiii  landscape,  as  ex- 
hibited through  an  optical  madiine,  and  it  will 
be  highly  delighted  with  the  exhibition.  Present 
a  second  and  a  third  of  a  different  description, 
in  succession,  and  its  delight  will  be  increased ; 
it  will  anxioiMly  desire  eihibitions  of  new  wid 
varied  objects,  and  its  curiosity  will  never  be 
satisfied  but  with  a  constant  socceastoo  of  soenea 
and  objects  which  tend  to  widen  the  circle  of  its 
knowledge,  and  enlarge  the  capacity  of  its  mind. 
Hence  the  keen  desires  of  the  young  fer  shows, 
spectacles,  processions  and  public  e^ibilions  of 
#every  description,  and  the  d^ight  which  they  feel 
in  Biaking  excursions  from  one  scene  to  another. 
Hence  the  delight  with  which  travellers  traverse 
the  Alpine  scenes  of  nature,  cross  seas  and 
oceans,  descend  into  the  gloomy  subterraneous 
cpivern,  or  climb  to  the  summit  of  the  flaming 
volcano,  notwithstanding  the  fatigues  and  perils 
to  which  they  are  exposed. 

*  For  such  t)ie  bounteous  providence  of  Heaven 
In  every  breast  implanting  tbe  desire 
Of  objects  new  and  strange,  to  urge  us  on 
With  unremitted  labour  to  pursue 
Those  sacred  stores  that  wait  the  ripening  soul, 
la  Truth's  exhaustless  bosom. 


For  this  the  daring  youth 


Breaks  from  his  weeping  roother*B  anxious  arms^ 
In  foreign  climes  to  rove;  the  pensive  sage 
Heedless  of  sleep,  or  midnight's  harmAil  damp, 
Hangs  o'er  the  sicMy  taper;  and  untlred 
The  virgin  follows  with  enchanted  step 
The  maaes  of  some  wild  and  wondrous  tale, 
FMm  mom  to  eve.'* 2Jtoft#Us> 

*f  the  desire  of  knowledge  appears,  in  many 


instances,  to  be  less  ardent  in  after  Kfe,  k  Ii 
owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  methods  of  ooi 
education,'and  the  fiilso  principles  on  ivfaich  we 
atteokpt  to  convey  instraction  to  tlie  youlhfii 
mind.  Our  initiatory  instniclicms,  hithOTto,  pre-, 
sent  the  young  with  little  more  than  the  Jbgr  of 
knowledge,  instead  oitknowkdgtitH^.  We  lead 
them  to  the  threshold  of  the  temple  of  scieooe 
without  attempting  to  unfold  its  trearares.  We 
deem  it  sufficient  that  they  be  taught  to  pro- 
nounce, like  a  number  of  puppets,  a  multitude 
of  soumis  and  terms  to  which  they  attach  no  dis- 
tinct conceptions,  while  we  decline  to  communi- 
cate dear  and  well-defined  idtas,  Wek>ad  their 
memories  with  technical  phrases  and  propoeiiioas 
which  they  do  not  understand,  while  the  objects 
of  substantial  science  are  carefiilly  concealed 
both  Srom  the  eye  of  sense  and  Srom  the  eyes  of 
their  understandings.  Instead  of  leading  thess 
by  gentle  steps,  in  the  first  stage  of  thev  pro- 
gress, over  the  grand,  and  beautUbl,  and  varie- 
gated scenery  of  Natnre  and  Revelation,  where 
almost  every  object  is  calculated  to  arrest  their 
attention,  and  to  exdte  admiration,— we  con- 
found them  with  an  mintelligible  jargon  of 
gnunmar  rules,  of  metaphysical  subtleties,  and 
of  dead  languages,  associated  with  stripes,  co^ 
fineraent,  and  painful  recollections,  which  fi«> 
quenily  produce  a  disgust  at  every  thing  which 
has  acquired  the  name  of  learning,  bslwe  they 
are  made  acquainted  with  that  in  wiiieh  hrue 
knowledge  consists.  Tet,  notwithetanding  the 
injudicious  methods  by  which  we  attempt  to 
train  the  youthful  intellect,  it  is  impoesibie  to 
eradicate  the  desire  of  knowledge  from  the 
human  mind.  When  substantial  Imowledge  is 
presented  to  the  mind,  in  a  judicious  and  al- 
luring manner,  it  will  not  otAj  be  rdished,  but 
prosecuted  with  ardour,  by  evwy  one  w^iosa 
fiiculties  are  not  altogether  immeisad  in  the 
mire  (^  sensuality.  Let  a  man,  iiowaver  ig- 
norant and  untutored,  be  made  ac^tainted  wiih 
some  of  the  interesting  details  of  Geography, 
with  the  wonders  of  the  ocean,  and  tbe  nurao- 
rous  rivers  continually  rolling  into  its  abyss, 
with  the  loAy  ranges  of  mountains  wbidi  stretch 
along  the  continents,  and  prefect  their  suss- 
mits  beyond  the  clouds,  with  the  volcanoes, 
the  tornadoes,  the  water-spouts,  and  the  sub- 
lime and  beautiful  landscapes  which  divonify 
the  different  climates  of  tbe  earth;  with  the 
numerous  tribes  of  animated  beings  which  peo- 
ple its  snrfiice,  and  the  manners  and  ciictoms 
of  its  human  inhabitants-^he  will  fbel  an  eager 
desire  to  know  every  thiiig  else  that  appertains 
to  this  subject,  and  will  prosecute  his  iaqoi- 
rios  with  avidit}^,  in  so  ^r  as  his  means  sad 
opportunities  permit.  Acquaint  him  with  sooie 
of  the  meet  striking  facts  in  ancient  and  bm^ 
dem  history,  and  he  will  feel  a  desire  to  kaosr 
every  thing  of  importance  that  has  occurred  m 
the  anuala  oft  the  world  since  Ihe  oommenoa^ 
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of  dne.    (TiifeMf  to  him  lome  of  the  dia-  tire  landseape,  and  penetrtte  eren  to  tho  ragions 

boverles  which  have  been  made  in  relation  to  ofdistant  worids.    To  this  lense  we  are  indebted 

the  coBsttlutica  of  the  atmosphere,  the  electriC|  lor  our  knowledge  of  the  sublimest  objects  which 

mignetic,  and  galvanic  fluids^  and  the  chymi-  can  occupy  the  mind,  and  for  the  ideas  we  have 

cal  changes  and  operations  that  are  constantly  acquired  of  the  boiuidless  range  of  creation, 

going  on  in  the  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  And,  while  it  is  fitted  to  trace  the  motions  ol 

kingdoBoa,  and  hia  curiosity  will   be   atrongly  mighty  worlds,  which  roll  at  the  distance  of  a 

excited  to  penetrate  atill  farther  into  the  mya-  thousand  millions  of  miles,  it  is  also  so  con- 

teriee  of  nature.    Direct  his  views  to  the  eon-  structed,  as  to  enable  him,  with  the  assistance 

cave  of  the  firmament,  and  tell  him  of  the  vast  of  art,  to  survey  the  myriads  of  living  beings 

magnitude  of  the  sua,  and  the  planetary  globes,  which  people  a  drop  of  water.    All  Us  other 

the  amazing  velocity  with  which  they  run  their  senses  are  likewise  calculated  to  extend  the  range 

destined  rounds,  and  of  the  immense  number  and  of  his  knowledge,  to  enable  him  to  oommimicate 

distances  of  the  stann-and  he  will  eagerly  pant  hia  ideas  to  others,  and  to  fticilitate  the  mutual 

after  more  minute  information  reapecting  the  interchanges  of  thought  and  aentimeia  between 

great  bodies  of  the  universe,  and  feel  delighted  rational  minds  of  a  simOar  construction  with  his 

at  hearing  of  new  discoverios  being  made  in  the  own, 

onexplored  regions  of  creation.  Hia  understanding  is  capable  of  taking  in  a 

I  never  knew  an  instance  in  which  koowJedge  vast  variety  of  sentiments  and  ideas  in  relation 

of  this  description  waa  communicated  mart^  to  the  immense  multiplicity  of  objects  which  are 

fJeiiaZ,  disfind,  and  oUttrtn^iilonjMr,  where  it  waa  perceived  by  hia  external  aenaea.    Hence  the 

not  received  with  a  certain  degree  of  pleaanre,  varioua  aciencea  he  has  cultivated,  the  aublime 

and  with  an  ardent  deaire  to  make  further  invee-  diaooveries  he  haa  made,  and  the  noble  inven- 

ligationa  into  the  wonders  of  creating  wiadom  tiona  he  haa  brought  to  light.    By  the  powera  of 

and  power.   Sudi  appeora  to  be  the  original  con-  hia  imderatanding,  he  haa  anrveyed  the  terraque- 

atitution  of  the  human  mind,  that  it  ia  neceaaa-  <Mia  globe,  in  all  ita  varietiea  of  land  and  water, 

rily  gratified  with  every  thing  that  givea  acope  eontinenta,  ialanda  and  oceana ;  determined  ita 

to  the  exercise  of  ita  fiicultiea,  and  which  haa  a  magnitude,  ita  weight,  ita  figure  and  motiona ; 

tendency  to  extend  the  range  of  their  acti(».   It  explored  ita  interior  receaaea,  deaoended  into  the 

ia  true,  indeed,  that,  in  aome  men,  the  deaire  of  bottom  of  ita  aeaa,  arranged  and  claaaified  the 

knowledge  appeara  to  be  blunted  and  almoat  an-  infinite  variety  of  vegetablea,  minerals,  and  ani» 

nihilated,  so  that  they  appear  to  be  little  superior  mals  which  it  containa,  analyaed  the  inviaiUe 

-in  their  viewa  to  the  lower  ordera  of  aenaitive  ex-  atmosphere  with  which  it  ia  aurrounded,  and.d^ 

iatenoe.    But  thia  happena  only  in  thoae  caaea  termined  the  elementary  principlea  of  which  it  is 

where  the  inteDectnal  fiuultiea  are  benumbed  corapoaed,  discovoed  the  nature  of  thunder,  and 

and  atupified  by  mdelenee  and  aeiuuoltfy.    Such  arreated  the  rapid  lightninga  in  their  courae,  aa- 

pecaona  do  all  ^y  can  to  eouniermet  the  original  oertained  the  lawa  by  whidi  the  planeta  are  di- 

propenaitiea  of  their  nature ;  and  yet  even  m  the  reeled  in  their  cooraea,  weighed  the  maaaaa  of 

worat  caaea  of  thia  kind  that  can  occur,  the  ori-  diatant  worlda,  determined  their  aite  and  dia- 

ginal  deaire  ia  never  altogether  extirpated,  ao  tanoea,  and  explored  regiona  of  the  universe  invi- 

kMlg  aa  the  aenaea  are  qualified  to  perform  their  aiUetotheunaaaiatedoye,  whoaediatanceexeeeda 

(tmetiona.    For  the  moat  brutiah  man  ia  never  all  human  calculaiioD  and  comprehenaion.    The 

Ibund  entirely  diveated  of  the  principle  of  curi-  auUime  aciencea  of  Geometry,  Trigonometry, 

oaity,  when  any  atriking  or  extraordinary  object  Conic  Sectiona,  Floziona,  Algebra,  and  other 

ia  presented  to  hia  view.    (^  auch  an  occaaion,  branchea  of  Mathematica,  evince  the  acuteneas 

the  original  principlea  of  hia  conatiiution  will  be  and  perapicacity  of  hia  intellect ;  and  their  ap- 

rouaed  into  action,  and  he  will  feel  a  certain  de-  plication  to  the  purpoaea  of  Navigation  and 

gree  of  wonder  and  delight  in  common  with  other  Geography,  and  to  the  determination  of  the  laws 

rational  minda.  of  the  celeatlal  motiona,  the  perieda  of  their  re- 

And,  aa  man  haa  a  natural  deaire  after  know-  volutiona,  their  ecKpaes,  and  the  diatancea  at 
ledge,  and  a  delight  in  it^«o,  he  ia  fiimidied  which  they  are  placed  ftom  our  auUunary  man- 
tticfc  nM4  faaUiUi  and  voH  ccfoaAm  of  inUlUal  aion,  demonatimte  the  vigour  and  comprehenaion 
(or  enabling  him  to  acquire,  vid  to  treaaure  it  of  thoae  reasoning  (acuities  with  whidi  he  is  sn- 
ap.   He  is  fomished  with  M^naei  calculated  to  dowed. 

convey  ideas  of  the  foroas,  qualities,  and  relations  By  means  of  the  instruments  and  contrivances 

of  the  various  objects  which  surround  him.    His  whidi  his  inventive  foculty  has  enabled  him  to 

■rase  of  vision,  in  particular,  appears  to  take  in  form  and  construct,  he  can  transport  ponderous 

a  wider  range  of  objeots,  than  that  of  any  other  masses  across  the  ocean,  determine  ihe  exact 

MBsitive  being.    While  some  of  the  lower  ani-  position  in  which  he  is  at  any  time  placed  upon 

aaals  have  their  vision  circumscribed  within  a  its  suriace,  direct  his  course  akmg  pathless  de- 

eirde  of  a  fow  yards  or  inches  in  diameter,  the  aerls  and  through  the  bilbws  of  the  mighty  deep ; 

9f  of  man  can  survey,  at  one  glance,  an  exteo-  — cranaform  a  portion  of  aCram  into  a  mechanical 
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power  fcr  impoQiQff  wftAgons  alonf  roads,  wui  OooM  trace  the  Morat  tnnd  ori*roTl4«M 

A.rg.T««<4.iriU.(f«u;S>eit;i«.in«wind««i  ZSiTtaSSSgiu'S!;  .1^ lote^**"" 

tide ;  and  can  even  transport  himiolf  through  the  First  gosing  through,  he,  bjr  the  blei  4ed 

yielding  air  beyond  the  region  of  the  clouds.  He  S5°"S5*^°°  ^f^^i^^SS}"^^  ■*!?•« 

1       .L    •     •  -i-i    ^  _ij       L-  L  The  whole  In  Bilent  harmony  revolve. 

can  explore  the  invisible  worlds  which  are  con-  -Then  breaking  hence,  he  took  ht»  udsnt  flight 

lained  in  a  putrid  lake,  and  bring  to  view  their  Through  the  bine  inflitlte,  and  eveij  star 

numerouit  and  diversified  inhabitants :  and  the  f^^'^  the  dear  concave  of  a  winter's  night 

next  moment  be  can  penetrate  to  regions  of  the  —__—._..._—.  at  his  a|>proach 

universe  immeasurably  distant,  and  contemplate  glaxed  Into  smia,  the  Uvlns  centre  oaeh 

the  mountains  and  the  vales,  the  rocks  and  the  ^  «  harmonious  systi^' 

plains  which  diversify  the  scenery  of  distant  sur^  Such  minds  as  those  of  Socrates,  Plato,  AicU* 

rounding  worlds.    He  can  extract  an  invisible  modes,  Locke,  Boyle,  La  Place,  and  similnr  il* 

substance  6rom  a  piece  of  coal,  by  which  he  can  lustrious  characters,  likewise  deiMBstrato  the 

produoe,  almost  in  a  moment,  the  most  splendid  vast  capacity  of  the  human  intellect,  the  e«f« 

illumination  throughout  every  part  of  a  large  and  aive  range  of  thought  it  is  capable  of  proseeol- 

popaKws  eity, — he  can  detach  the  element  of  ing»  and  the  immense  number  of  ideas  it  it 

fire  from  the  invisible  air,  and  cause  the  bardeal  capable  of  acquiring.    And  every  man,  whose 

stonesy  and  the  heaviest  metals  to  melt  like  wax  &cukies  are  in  a  sound  state,  is  endowed  widi 

under  its  powerful  agency ;  and  he  can  direct  the  similar  powers  of  thought,  and  is  capable  of  be* 

lightnings  of  heaven  to  accomplish  his  purposes,  ing  trained  to  simibr  degiM  of  inteOeolaal  «>• 

in  pplittittg  immense  stones  into  a  multitude  of  edlence. 

fragments.  He  can  cause  a  splendid  city,  adorn-  And  as  man  is  endued  with  capneioos  intel* 
ed  with  lofty  columns,  palaces,  and  temples,  to  lectual  powers  ibr  the  aefuititiom  of  knowledp, 
arise,  in  a  spot  where  nothing  was  formerly  be*  so  he  is  furnished  with  a  noble  ftcnlty  1^  whteb 
heU  but  a  vastdeeert  orn  putrid  marsh ;  and  can  he  is  enabled  to  rstam,  andle  irsoiiffe  «)»  ia  his 
make  "  the  wildemess  and  the  solitary  place  to  intellect  the  knowledge  he  acquires.  He  is  en* 
be  glad,  and  the  desert  to  bud  and  blossom  as  dowed  with  the  faculty  of  memeigf,  by  vvhich  tlie 
the  roee.**  He  can  oommonicate  his  thoughts  mind  retains  the  ideas  of  post  objects  and  peroep* 
and  ssntiments  m  a  few  bonis,  to  ten  himored  tions,  accompanied  with  a  persuasion,  thai  (be 
thousands  of  his  firilow^men ;  in  a  few  wedu,  to  objects  or  things  remendtered  were  fbraMiIy  real 
the  whole  civilised  worid ;  and,  afler  his  decea^,  and  present.  Without  with  bcuky  we  oodd 
he  can  diffuse  important  iratructions  among  never  advance  a  single  step  in  the  path  of  men- 
mankind,  diroughout  succeeding  generatkmsv—  tal  improvement  l£  the  infbnnatkm  vre  er»* 
Inshort,  he  can  look  badt,  and  trace  the  most  mo-  ginally  dwive  ikpoogh  the  medium  of  the  scmsb 
morable  events  which  have  happened  in  the  world  were  to  vanish  the  moment  the  obfecte  are  re* 
since  time  began ;  he  cui  survey  the  present  ao»  moved  from  our  immediate  perception,  we 
pect  of  the  moral  world  among  all  nations ; — he  should  be  lefl  as  devoid  of  knowledge  as  if  we 
can  penetrate  beyond  the  limits  of  all  that  is  bad  never  existed.  But,  by  the  power  of  memo 
visiUe  in  the  immense  canopy  of  heaven,  and  ry,  we  can  treasure  up,  as  in  n  storehouse,  the 
range  amMbt  the  infinity  of  unknown  systems  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  ideas,  no* 
and  worids  dispersed  throughout  the  boundless  tions,  reasonings,  and  perceptions  which  we 
regions  of  creation,  and  he  can  overleap  the  fiirmerly  %pquired,  and  render  them  subserrient 
bounds  of  time,  and  expatiate  amidst  fiiture  to  our  future  progress  in  intellectual  attainmenta. 
scenes  of  beauty  and  sublimity,  which  *'  eye  And  it  is  probable,  that  even  a  human  epirit,  in 
hath  not  seen,"  throughout  the  countless  ages  of  the  vigorous  exercise  of  the  Acuities  with  whkb 
eternity.  it  is  now  furnished,  may  go  forward,  through  an 
What  an  immense  multitude  of  ideas,  m  relar*  intemunable  duration,  making  continual  aeoe^ 
tion  to  such  subjects,  must  the  mind  of  such  a  sions  to  its  stwes  of  knowled^,  without  losing 
person  as  Lard  Baeon  have  contained  I  whose  one  leading  idea,  or  portion  of  information  which 
mental  eye  surveyed  the  whole  circle  of  human  it  had  previously  acquired, 
science,  and  who  pointed  out  the  path  by  whidi  The  power  of  memory  in  retaining  past  im- 
every  brandi  ofknowledge  may  be  carried  towards  pressions,  and  its  susceptibility  of  improvfrneatt 
perfection !  How  sublime  and  diversified  must  are  vastly  greater  than  is  generally  imagined, 
have  been  the  range  of  thought  puraued  by  the  In  many  individuahi,  both  in  ancient  mid  m 
immortal  NewUm  !  whose  capacious  inteHect  modem  times,  it  has  been  found  in  audi  a  slalo 
seemed  to  grasp  the  vast  system  of  imiverBal  na-  of  perfection,  as  to  esmile  astonishBent,  and  al- 
ture,  who  weighed  the  ponderons  masses  of  the  most  to  transcend  belief.  It  is  reported  of  Seii»- 
planetary  globes,  and  uofokled  die  laws  by  which  ea,  that  he  ooohi  repeat  two  thoiMHmd  verses  at 
their  diversified  phenomena  are  prod«ieed,  and  enee,  in  their  order,  and  then  begin  at  the  ead 


their  motions  directed !  and  rehearse  them  backwards,  wichovt  sBMSiM  a 

-Bs.  while  on  this  dfan  spot  Where  mortals  toU.         jiiVleiyUable.    Cyrus  M«id  to  have  bean  An 
Ctatfed  in  dost,--«tomsloaon's  simple  laws  to  call  every  mdividual  of  hit  vmafDniaraybf 
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Si 


if  own  BUM.  C^iMM,  who-  WM  mat  bj 
Pyrriuia  to  die  Senate  tt  Rome,  oo  an  eipedi- 
tion;  the  very  next  day  after  hia  arrival,  both 
k&ew  aad  abo  laluted  by  ibeir  oamefli  all  the 
Senate,  and  the  whole  order  of  the  gentlemen  in 
Rome.  Michridatea,  who  goveroed  twenty- 
three  nationa,  all  of  different  languagee,  coi^ 
eonverae  with  every  one  of  them  in  their  own 
hmgtng®**  ^^  ancient  author  mentiooa  one 
Oritua,  a  Connoan  boy,  to  whom  he  dictated  a 
great  number  of  worda  boUi  aenae  and  nonaenae, 
and  finding  be  oould  rehoarae  a  .oonaiderable 
number  widiottt  miaaing  one,  and  in  the  aame 
order  in  whioh  he  dictated  them,  increaaed  them 
to  the  number  of  ibr^  thouaand,  and  fiwmd,  to 
hia  aatoniahment,  that  he  could  repeal  them  all 
from  beginning  to  end,  or  irom  the  end  back* 
warda  lo  the  beginning,  in  the  order  in  whioh 
they  were  dictated. 

In  modem  timee,  there  have  likewiae  been 
many  inataneea  of  esiraonlinary  powera  of  re- 
tention.   Dr.  Wallia,  in  a  paper  in  the  Pbiloao- 
phical  Tranaactione,  infcrma  us  that  he  extracted 
the  cube  root  of  the  nnmber  tknt,  even  to  thirty 
placea  of  ^leeimak,  by  the  help  of  hia  memoiy 
alone,    Magiia  Bethi,  an  Italian,  had  read  all 
the  booka  that  were  puUiihed  in  hia  life  dme, 
and  moat  of  thoae  which  were  publiahed  be- 
fore, and  coukl  not  only  give  an  account  of 
what  wa«  contained  in  eadi  author,  but  codd 
Ukewiae,  from  memory,  quote  the  chapter,  aeo 
lion,  and  page  of  any  book  he  had  read,  and 
repeat  the  author'a  own  worda,  in  reference  to 
any  particular  t<^ic.    A  gentleman,  in  order  to 
try  hia  memory,  lent  him  a  long  manuscript  he 
was  about  to  publiah,  and  after  it  had  been  n- 
turned,  called  upon  him  aoon  afterwarda,  pre- 
tending he  had  loat  it,  and  desired  him  to  wHie 
•a  much  of  it  as  he  coukl  remember;  when, 
to  hia  aurpriae,  he  wrote  it  over  accurately 
word  for  word,  the  aame  as  in  the  manuacript 
he  had  lent  him.    M.  Euler,  a  late  celebrated 
mathematician  and  philoeopher,  who  died  in 
I78S,  having  loat  hia  sight  by  too  intense  ap- 
plication to  study,  afterwards  compoaed  hia  *'Ele- 
menta  of  Algebra,"  and  a  work  "  On  the  ine- 
qualitiea  of  the  pUusetary  oaotions,"  that  reouired 
immense  and  com|dicated  calculalioaa,  which  he 
performed  l^  hb  memory  alone,  to  the  admira- 
tion and  astonishment  even  of  the  philosophic 
worid.    His  memory  seemed  to  retain  every 
idea  that  was  conveyed  to  it,  either  from  reading 
or  from  meditation,  and  hia  powers  of  reasoning 
and  of  discrimination  were  equally  acute  and 
eapaciooa.    He  waa  alao  an  excellent  dasaicai 
acholar,  and  could  repeat  the  JEoekl  of  Yirgil 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and  indicate  the 
iirat  and  last  line  of  every  page  of  the  edition  he 
used.t    I  have  conversed  with  an  individual, 

*Benaa  Oontmvefa.  tlb>  1>  PUnT'sHat. Hist. *e* 
«  Bwrolivedia  Biitaa.  Axt^  Stkr. 


who  waa  bom  blind,  and  who  couU  lepoat  the 
whole  of  the  Old  and  New  Teatamenta  from  be- 
ginning to  end ;  and  not  only  ao,  but  couM  repeal 
any  particular  chapter  or  vtru  that  might  be 
propoaed  to  him,  the  moment  after  it  waa  speci- 
fied. V 

Thus  it  appears  that  man  ia  not  only  poaaesaed 
of  an  ardent  deaire  after  knowledge,  but  ia  en<« 
dued  with  the  most  penetrating  and  capacioua 
powera  of  intelleot,  both  for  acquiring  and  for 
treaauring  it  up  in  hia  mind— powera  which  ap- 
pear ausoeptibto  of  indefinite  iraprovemeni  in 
this  worU ;  and  the  legitimate  inference  that  may 
be  drawn  from  this,  ia,  that  they  will  continue  to 
be  exerted  with  uninterrapted  activity,  through- 
out an  unceasing  duration.  And,  ia  it  possibla 
to  auppoae,  in  consistency  with  the  moral  attri- 
butes of  the  Deity,  that  the  exercise  of  aooh 
powera  ia  intended  to  be  confined  within  thenar* 
row  limita  of  time,  and  to  the  contracted  spheca 
of  the  terraqueoua  globe  ? 


-"Say,  can  a  soul  possessed 


Of  such  extensive,  deep,  tremendous  powen 
Enlarging  sttU,  be  but  a  liner  breatb 
Of  spirits  dancing  through  their  tubes  a  whilst 
And  then  for  ever  lust  in  vacant  air  I" 

Such  a  conclusion  never  can  be  admitted  while 
we  recognise  the  divinity  as  possessed  (^  bound- 
less goodness  and  unerring  wisdom.  It  is  the 
province  of  goodness  to  gratify  those  pure  and 
ardent  desires  which  it  has  implanted  in  the  seyl ; 
and  it  ia  the  part  of  wisdom  to  proportionate 
means  to  ends.  But  if  the  whole  existence 
of  human  beings  bad  been  intended  to  be  con- 
fined to  a  mere  point  in  duration,  is  it  rational 
to  suppose,  that  Infinite  Wisdom  would  have  en- 
dowed the  human  aoul  with  powers  and  capaci- 
ties so  marvelbus  and  sublime,  and  mode  so  many 
great  preparations  and  arrangements  for  promot- 
bg  its  physical  and  moral  perfection  ?  To  acqui- 
esce in  suck  a  supposition,  would  be  lo  degrade 
the  divine  wisdom  and  intelligence  below  the  lev«^ 
of  the  wisdom  of  man,  and  to  inkpute  imperfec- 
tion and  folly  io  Him  who  is  **  the  only  wise 
God."  For,  ia  the  conduct  of  human  beings, 
we  unifbraily  rega^  it  as  an  evidence  of  folly, 
when  they  construct  a  complicated  and  an  extra- 
vagant nmchine,  which  either  aocompUakea  no 
end,  or  no  end  worthy  of  the  ej^ense  and  labour 
beatowed  on  ita  construction.  And,  tiierefbre, 
if  we  would  not  ascribe  imbecility  or  want  of 
deaign  to  the  aoorabie  Creator  of  the  oniversoy 
we  muat  admit,  t^at  he  baa  not  fiNmed  the  aoul 
of  man  for  this  terreatrial  scene  a£ons,  but  baa 
destined  it  to  a  state  of  pro^essive  improve 
ment,  and  of  endless  duration. 

This  oondnsion  will  appear  atill  mora  evidant, 
if  we  conakier  the  endless  round  of  buaineaa  aad 
care,  and  the  numeroua  hardships  to  which  tho 
bulk  of  mankind  are  aubjected  in  the  praaanC 
state,  which  prtvent  t^  ftiS  and  ? igocooi 
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elw  of  the  iiite1]«ctoal  powora  on  thote  objects  aU  beyond,  b  the  miiyeml  ■yiiem,  which  nu 

which  ere  eonfeDiai  to  the  ardent  d«ireo,  end  tends  through  the  immeewreble  trecte  of  infinite 

the  noble  ftcultiee  of  the  human  soul.    The  apace,  ie  darkness  and  uncertainly, 

greater  pait  (^  muikind,  in  the  present  circum-  Can  it,  then,  be  suppoeod,  that  a  soul  finviih. 

•tancee  of  their  terrestrial  existence,  have  their  ed  with  such  noble  powers  and  capacitiee,  capa- 

cime  and  attention  ahnost  wholly  absorbed  in  hie  (rf'tratrening  the  realm  of  creation,  of  opening 

counteracting  the  eTils  incident  to  their  present  new  proepects  into  the  unbounded  regions  of 

condition,  ami  in  making  pvovision  for  the  wants  truth  that  lie  before  it,  and  of  appreciatieg  the 

of  tlwir  anunal  natures ;  and,  consequently,  the  perfections  of  the  Sovereign  of  the  universe    a 

full  gratification  of  the  appetite  for  knowledge,  soul  fired  with  ardent  desires  after  knowledge, 

is  an  absolute  impossibility,  amidst  the  pursuits  panting  after  new  dieooveries  of  truth  and  of  the 

and  the  turmoils  connected  with  the  present  scene  grandeur  of  the  Divinity,  unsatisfied  with  all  its 

of  things.    If  we  likewise  consider  the  difficulty  psst  attainments,  and  oonlemplating  a  bodndless 

of  directing  the  mind  in  the  pursuit  oif  substan-  unezpkwed  prospect  before  ilF--«houkl  be  cast  off 

Cial  knowk^ge,  and  the  numerous  obstructions  fitm  exisi«ice,  and  smk  into  eternal  annihila^ 

which  occur  in  our  researches  after  truth,  amidst  tion,  at  the  moment  when  its  capacities  were 

the  oonuradictory  opinions,  the  jarring  interests,  just  beginnii^  to  expand,  when  its  desires  were 

and  the  wayward  psssions  of  men, — ^if  we  cod-  roost  ardent,  and  when  the  scenes  of  inwieBsity 

sider  the  imperfections  of  our  senses,  and  the  and  eternity  were  just  opening  to  its  view  ?    U 

ttlacies  to  which  they  are  exposed— the  preju*  such  a  supposition  oouU  be  admitted,  rosn  wonki 

dices  and  the  passi<Mis  which  seduce  us  into  er-  be  the  most  ineiplicable  phenomenon  in  the  uni- 

ror — how  readily  we  embrace  a  glittermg  phan-  verse  ;  his  existence  an  tmialhomable  mystery ; 

torn  for  a  substantial  truth— and  how  aoan  our  and  there  couM  be  no  conceivable  mode  of  recoo- 

q>irits  foiot  under  the  pressure  of  intense  appli-  oiling  his  condition  and  destinatioa  with  the  wi^ 

cation  to  mental  pursuits,— we  shall  be  cooviwy  doni,  the  rectitude,  and  the  beBevtrience  of  iui 

ed,  that,  in  this  sublunary  sphere,  there  is  no  Creator.* 
scope  for  the  fiiU  exerdse  of  the  intellectual 

powers,  and  diat  the  present  worUl  must  be  only  <— — 
a  jsreperofory  scene  to  a  higher  state  of  exist- 

encow    Besides,  even  in  those  cases  where  every  BECTION  IV. 
requisite  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  ispos- 

■essed-where  leisure,  wealth,  educslion,  books,  ^„  ^„  pewxtual  pkoouss  of  trk  Kin 

instruments,  and  all  the  assistances  denved  fiom  towards  pi:m«CTXojr. 
learned  associations,  are  conjomed  with  the  most 

splendid  inteUecf  ual  endowments,  how  feeble  are  ^,  ^  «,ppleroent  to  the  preceding  argument, 

the  efforts  of  the  most  peneiratiiig  and  energetic  jj         ^  ^.^^  j^at  the  soW  ofm^  a^^ean  to 

mhid,  and  how  narrow  the  boundary  withm  which  ^  _J^^  of  making  a  perpetual progrem  toward 

its  views  are  confined !    The  brightest  genius,  i^teOectuol  and  moral per/eetUm,  and  o/e^^'i^mg 

standing  on  the  highest  emmence  to  which  sci-  ^^-^  ^^           Uageofii$  eaner,  wWmU  £ 

once  can  transport  him,  conlemplaies  a  bound-  JoswA.^  qf  ivtr  arriving  dt  a  boundary  Is  Ob 

^P^P^^^'^^i^'*^^^^''^'^^^^}^^  eitcuman*.    In  the  present  state  we  perceive  no 

of  which  he  can  never  hope  to  at^m,  while  he  jj^j^  ,^   j^e  excurskms  of  the  inteOect,  but 

15  chained  down  to  the  linuts  of  this  terrestria^  j^^^  ^^ich  arise  from  its  omnexion  with  an 
ballots  mental  eye  beholds  an  unbounded  and  u^^j^y  ^,„,^  ^^  ^^ich  is  chained  down, 
diversified  SMue  of  objects,  operations,  relations,  „  ^  ^'  •j^  ^  „„^  j^,  j„  ^^  jmrnensi- 
changes,  arid  revolutions,  b^ond  the  hmits  of  ^  ^  ^^^^^  ^p  to  the  latest  period  of  iia 
aU  that  is  visib  e  to  the  eye  of  sense :  he  catches  Annexion  with  time,  it  is  capable  of  acquiring 
anoccssionalghmpse  of  objects  and  of  scenes  ^^  accessions  of  knowledge,  higherattaia: 
which  were  previously  involved  in  obscurity,  he  „^j,  j^  ^y^  ^  ^^  ^^j  ^i^  ^^ 
straws  his  mental  sight,  stretches  forward  with 

esgeroess  to  grasp  at  new  discoveries,  descries  .  guch  considerations,  as  those  which  I  have  now 

some  openings  whidi  direct  his  view  into  the  re-  adduced,  seem  to  have  made  a  powertia  tmpreesiea 

gio»o2rfb.uy «rf««ni.T-i.  «a.^.i«.«jd  ^!^ri^^--%r'Ssssr^:sss!Si 

unsatisfied— perceives  all  his  knowledge  to  be  acUvltjror  the  mind,  so  great  a  memory  of  what  Is 

mere  shreds  and  patches,  or  like  a  few  dim  tapers  $a*t.  end  such  a  capacity  of  penetrmilnf  imo  the 

*».ij.t  tk«  •tiM.^.tn^itn*  ^1 :-  ««««:„«^  tk.i  future ;  when  1  behold  such  a  number  of  aits  and 

amidst  the  surrounding  gloom— is  convinced  that  «jience».  and  such  a  mulUtude  of  dlacoveriet  chence 

his  present  tiiculties  are  too  weak  and  umited,  arising;  I  believe,  and  em  firmly  persuaded,  that  a 

and  that  he  must  be  raised  to  a  sublimer  sUtion,  »»»"'•  T"**^!?'*.*?^?**  "**^^  S!f  *•  ^^  "*^" 


before  he  can  fuUy  grasp  the  magnificent  objects  And  If  this  argument  appeared  strong  even  taCloe 

which  lie  hid  in  the  unexplored  regions  of  im-  ro*s  time,  It  has  reoetved  a  vast  accession  of  soeugth 

mensiiv     All  his  oraBent  views  siwl  wtmo^tm  '^"^  ^^  numerous  arts,  sciences,  mventlons»  aad 

■™v:    All  MS  present  views  and  prospects  aijcoveiles,  which  are  peculiar  to  the  age  la  wkick 

Are  Qoofioed  withta  »  enwfe  of  a  fow  miles,  and  we  Uve. 
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«ior»>  perfactloD ;  and  the  infinity  oTUm  Creator,  quick  meownoaa,  are  only  to  receira  their  Ami 

and  the  immensity  of  that  uniyerse  over  which  he  rudiments  of  existence  here,  and  afterv«rde  to 

presides,  iMresent  a  field  in  whidi  it  may  fi>r  ever  be  transplanted  into  a  more  friendly  climate, 

expatiate,  and  an  assembla^  of  objects  on  which  where  they  may  spread  and  flourish  to  all  eternity  "* 

its  powers  may  be  incessantly  exercised,  with-  "  There  is  not,  in  tny  opinion,  a  more  pleaa 

out  the  most  distant  prospect  of  ever  arriving  af  ing  and  triumphant  consideration  in  religion  than 

«  boundary  to  interrupt  its  inteUeciual  career.  this,  of  the  perpetual  progress  which  the  soul 

As  I  cannot  illustrate  this  topic  in  more  beau-  makes  towards  the  perfection  of  its  nature,  with- 

tifol  and  forcible  language  than  has  been  already  out  ever  arriving  at  a  period  in  it.    To  lock  upon 

done  by  a  celebrated  Essayist,  I  shall  take  the  the  soul  as  going  on  from  strength  to  strength ; 

liberty  of  quoting  his  words.—"  How  can  it  en-  to  Consider  that  she  is  to  shine  for  ever  with  new 

ter  into  the  thoughts  of  man,"  says  this  elegant  accessions  of  glorv,  and  brighten  to  all  eternity, 

writer,  *'  that  the  soul,  which  is  capable  of  such  that  she  will  be  stiU  adding  virtue  to  virtue,  and 

immense  perfections,  and  of  receiving  new  im-  knowledge  to  knowledge,  carries  in  it  something 

provements  to  all  etornity,  shall  fall  away  into  wonderfully  agreeable  to  tJiat  ambition  which  is 

nothing  almost  as  soon  as  it  is  created  ?    Are  natural  to  the  mind  of  man.    Nay,  it  must  be  a 

aucfa  abilities  made  for  no  purpose  ?    A  bruto  prospect  pleasing  to  God  himself  to  see  his  crea- 

arrives  at  a  point  of  perfection  idiich  he  can  tion  for  ever  beautifying  in  his  eyes,  and  drawing 

never  pass.    In  a  few  years  he  has  all  the  en-  nearer  to  him  by  greater  degrees  of  resemblance, 

dowroents  he  is  capable  of;  and  were  he  to  live  **  Methinks  this  single  consideration  of  the 

ten  thousand  more,  would  be  the  same  thing  he  progress  of  a  finito  spirit  to  perfection  will  be 

is  at  present.    Were  a  human  simiI  thus  at  a  sufiictent  to  extinguish  all  envy  in  inferior  na- 

stand  in  her  accomplishments,  were  her  (acuities  tures,  and  all  contempt  in  superior.    That  cho- 

to  be  fiill  Uown,  and  incapable  of  fisrther  enlarge-  rubim,  which  now  appears  as  a  god  to  a  human 

ments,  I  could  imagine  it  might  foU  awvr  insea-  soul,  knows  very  well  that  the  period  will  come 

■ibly,  and  drop  at  once  into  a  state  of  annihila-  about  in  eternity,  when  the  human  soul  shall  be 

tion.    But  can  we  believe  a  thinking  being,  that  as  perfoct  aa  be  himself  now  is :  nay,  when  she 

is  in  a  perpetual  progress  of  improvements,  and  shall  look  down  upon  that  degree  of  peifection  as 

travelling  on  from  perfection  to  perfection,  aAei'  much  as  she  now  falls  short  of  it.    It  is  true  the 

having  just  looked  abroad  into  the  works  of  the  higher  nature  still  advances,  and  by  that  means 

Creator,  and  made  a  fow  discoveries  of  his  infi-  preserves  his  distance  and  superiority  in  the  scale 

nito  goodness,  wisdom  wid  power,  must  perish  in  of  being ;  but  he  knows  how  high  soever  the  Mar- 

her  first  setting  out,  and  in  the  very  beguiningof  tion  b,  of  which  he  stands  possessed  at  present, 

her  inquiries  7  the  inferior  nature  will  at  length  mount  up  to  it, 

'*  A  man,  considered  in  his  present  state,  anJ  shine  forth  in  the  same  degree  of  glory, 
seems  only  sent  into  the  world  to  propagate  his  "  WiUi  what  astonisbment  and  veneration 
kind.    He  provides  himself  with  a  successor,  may  we  look  into  our  own  souls,  where  there  are 
and  immediately  quits  his  post  to  make  room  for  sudi  hkiden  stores  of  virtue  and  knowledge,  such 
him :—  inexhausted  sources  of  perfection  f    We  know 
Heir  oiges  on  his  predecessor  heir,  not  yet  what  we  shall  be,  nor  will  it  ever  enter 
LDce  wave  UnpeUing  wave.  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  the  glory  that 
He  does  not  seem  bom  to  enjoy  life,  but  to  deli-  will  be  always  in  reserve  for  him.    The  soul 
Ter  it  down  to  others.    This  is  not  surpruing  to  considered  with  its  Creator,  is  like  one  of  those 
consider  in  animals,  which  are  formed  for  our  mathematical  lines  that  may  draw  nearer  to  an- 
nse,  and  can  finish  their  business  in  a  short  life,  other  tar  all  etornity   without  a  possibility  of 
The  silk-worm,  sAer  having  spun  her  task,  lays  touching  it :  and  can  there  be  a  thought  so  trans- 
her  eggs  and  dies.    But  a  man  can  never  have  porting,  as  to  consider  ourselves  in  these  per- 
token  hi  his  foU  measure  of  knowledge,  has  not  petual  approaches  to  Him  who  is  not  cnly  tha 
time  to  subdue  his  passions,  esablish  his  soul  in  standard  of  perfection  but  of  happiness!'** 
virtoe,  and  come  up  to  the  perfection  of  his  na- 
ture, before  he  is  hurried  off  the  stage.    Would  — i— » 
an  infinitely  wise  Being  make  such  glorious  crea- 
tures for  so  mean  a  purpose?    Can  he  delight  SECTION  Y« 
in  the  production  of  such  abortive  intelligences, 

such  short-lived  reasonable  beings  ?  |  Would  he  OH  tbb  itvlimitbd  BAiraB  or  rnw  wbjcb 

give  OS  talents  that  are  not  to  be  exerted?  capa-  is  opxnxd  to  tbb  bumav  rACULTixs 

dcies  that  are  never  to  be  gratified  ?     How  can  thbovohovt  tbb  immxitsitt  or  spacb 

w  find  that  wisdom,  which  shines  through  all  his  avd  or  oirEATioir. 


w.».-  in  the  formation  of  man,  without  looking  „        .... 

lA  this  world  as  a  nureery  for  the  next  ?  and  be-  The  unlimited  range  of  view  which  is  opened 

lievhig  thai  the  several  generations  of  rational  to  the  human  unagmalion  throughout  the  r 

o«aturos,  which  rise  up  vid  disappear  b  such  •  Spaetator,  VOU  I. 
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■itj  of  qMM  and  of  duraiioB,  ud  tlw  knowlodlgo  Our  news  of  die  aiii¥erw»  bowev«r,  arv  mk 
w*  ve  ca{»sble  of  aoquiring  respecting  the  di»r  ooofined  u>  the  eyetem  with  whicn  wn  are  ■»• 
tant  regione  of  the  uniTerM,  are  itroog  preeump-  immediately  connected.  Every  etar  which  twii^ 
tiooi  and  evidenoea  of  the  eternal  deatiaation  of  klei  in  the  canopy  of  heaven,  i8,on  good  greundai 
man.  ooncloded  to  be  a  Mt»,  and  the  centre  of  a  nag- 
If  the  univeraeooneiated  aolely  cf  the  globe  on  nificeot  eyatem  aimilar  to  our  own;  and  perbafa 
which  we  dwell,  with  ita  appeaidagea,  and  were  aurrounded  with  worlda  more  apaeiooa  and  aplen 
the  apacea  with  which  it  ia  surrounded  nothing  did  than  any  of  the  planetary  giobea  wbidi  we 
more  than  an  immonae  void,  it  would  not  appear  are  pennitted  to  contemplate.  Nearly  a  thoo- 
eurpriaing  were  the  existence  of  man  to  terminate  sand  of  these  ayatems  are  visible  lo  every  ob* 
in  the  tomb.  After  having  traversed  thia  earthly  server,  when  he  dUrecta  his  eye,  in  a  dear  winter'a 
ball  for  eighty  or  a  hundred  years,  and  surveyed  night,  to  the  vault  of  heaven.  Beyond  all  that  is 
all  the  varieties  on  its  surface ;  aAer  having  e^  visible  to  the  unassisted  eye,  acommon  teleeoope 
pertenoed  many  of  the  physical  and  moral  evila  enablee  us  to  disoem  seveial  (housanda  mora, 
connected  with  its  preeent  constitution,  and  fek  With  higher  degrees  of  magnifying  power,  ten 
that  "  all  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit,'*  and  thousands  more,  which  lie  scattered  at  inunea- 
tbat  no  higher  proapect,  and  no  further  scope  for  surable  distances  beyond  the  ibmfbr,  may  still  be 
the  exercise  of  hia  faculties  were  presented  to  deacribed.  With  the  best  instrumeott  whicb^rt 
view ;  he  would  be  ready  to  eaeaim  with  Job|  has  hitherto  constnided,  many  miUmiM  have 
"  I  loathe  it,  I  would  not  live  alway ;  let  me  been  detected  in  the  diiferent  regiona  of  the  sky 
akne,  for  my  daya  are  vanity:  my  aoul  chooseth  —leaving  us  no  room  to  doubt,  thit  hundreds  cif 
strangling  ud  death,  rather  than  my  life."  miiliona  more,  which  no  hunmn  eye  witt  ever  die- 
To  run  the  same  tiresome  round  of  giddy  ple»>  oem  in  the  present  slate,  are  dispersed  througfa- 
aures,  and  to  gaze  perpetually  on  the  same  un-  out  the  illimluble  tracia  of  creation.  So  that  no 
varied  objecu,  from  one  century  to  another*  limits  appear  to  the  scene  of  Creating  Power,  and 
without  the  hope  of  future  enjoyment,  would  a^  to  that  vast  empire  over  which  the  moral  govern* 
ford  no  gratification  commensurate  with  the  de-  ment  of  the  Abnigbty  extends.  Amkbl  thir: 
sires  and  o^Mcities  of  the  human  mind.  Its  boundless  scene  of  Divine  Wisdom  and  Omnipo* 
powers  would  languish,  its  energies  would  be  tence,  it  is  evident,  that  the  soul  might  expaiiaie 
destroyed,  its  progress  to  perfection  would  be  for  in  the  luU  exercise  of  its  energies,  during  ages 
ever  it^errupied,  and  it  would  roam  in  vain  numerous  as  the  drope  of  the  ocean,  without 
amidst  the  surrounding  void  in  qusst  of  objects  ever  arriving  1  a  boundary  to  inleirupt  its  «x- 
to  stimulate  iu  activity. 


But,  beyond  the  precincts  of  this  earthly  scene,        Now,  it  ought  to  be  carefully  remarlied,  in  the 

"  a  wide  and  unboimded  prospect  lies  before  us  ;**  first  place,  that  God  endowed  the  mind  of  man 

and  the  increasing  light  of  modem  science  has  widk.those  Acuities  by  which  he  has  been  ena- 

eiwbled  us  lo  peoetiate  into  its  distant  regions,  bled  to  compoie  the  bulk  of  the  earth,  to  deter* 

and  to  conten^>late  some  of  its  sublime  and  mine  the  size  and  distances  of  the  planets,  and  to 

gkirious  objects.    Within  the  limits  of  the  solar  make  all  the  other  discoveries  to  which  I  now 

system  of  which  our  worid  forms  a  part,  there  allude.    In  the  course  of  bis  providence  be  led 

have  been  discovered  twenty^nine  planetary  bo-  the  human  mind  into  that  train  of  thought,  and 

diea,  which  contain  a  mass  of  matter  more  than  paved  the  way  for  thoae  inventions  by  means  of 

two  thousand  five  hundred  timea  greater  than  the  whioh  the  ^graiadeur  and  extent  of  his  openUions 

earth,  besides  the  numerous  comets,  which  are  in  the  distant  regions  of  space  have  been  opened 

traversing  tlie  plenetary  regions  in  all  directions,  to  our  view.    It,  therefore^  appears  to  have  been 

and  the  immense  globe  of  the  stm,  which  is  like  his  will  and  tnlention,  that  the  glories  of  his  em- 

a  universe  in  itself,  snd  which  is  five  hundred  pire,  in  the  remote  spaces  of  creation,  should  be, 

timea  largw  than  the  earth  and  all  the  planets  in  some  measure,  unveiled  to  the  inhabitants  of 

and  comets  taken  together.    These  bodies  differ  our  world. 

from  each  other  in  their  magnitude,  distances        Again,  when  the  soul  has  once  got  a  glimpse 

and  motions,  and  in  the  scenery  with  which  their  of  the  magnificence  and  immensity  of  creation, 

aurfaces  are  diversified;  and  some  of  them  are  it  feels  the  roost  ortisnl  desire  to  have  the  veil, 

encircled  with  objects  the  most  splendid  and  su-  which  now  interposes  between  us  and  the  r»- 

blime.    They  appear  to  be  fivnished  with  eveiy  mote  regions  of  the  umverse,  withdrawn,  and 

thing  requisite  for  the  aooomasodation  of  inteW  to  contemplate  at  a  nearer  distance  the  splen- 

lectual  beuigsjr-am  capable  of  oontainins  a  dours  of  those  worlds  whose  suns  we  heboid 

population  maqy  thotiaands  of  timea  greater  than  twinkling  fi-om  afor.    A  thousand  oonjectorsn 

that  of  our  world,  and  are  doid>dess  replenished  and  inquiries  are  suggested  to  the  mind,  in  ■«> 

witn  myriads  of  rational  inhabitants.    Within  lation  to  the  systems  and  worlda  which  aie  i ' 


the  Ussiis  of  this  system  the  soul  of  man  would  parsed  throu^  the  immensity  of  space.  Ar% 
find  full  scope  for  the  exertion  of  all  ita  powers,  all  those  vast  globes  peopled  with  inhabitants  t 
capacities  aiid  activities,  during  a  series  of  ages.     Are  they,  connected  together,  under  the  geves^i* 
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B«it  of  God,  M  ptrtf  of  one  vait  moral  ty^  to  iti  popatation  and  gfandeur,  i^e  etornitf 

t«m?    Are  their  iidiabitaaUi  pure  moral  ioteU  rolls  on  ?    What  are  the  grand  and  ultimate  d» 

figenoea,  or  are  they  ezpoaed  to  the  inroads  of  eigns  to  be  aeoompHahed  bj  this  immonae  assem- 

physic^  and  moral  evil?    What  are  the  gra-  blage  of  material  and  iotettectoat  beings,  and  is 

dations  of  rank  or  of  inteHect  which  eaist  among  man  never  to  behold  this  wondrous  scene  a  little 

them?    What  correspondemM  do  they  oarry  on  more  unfolded? 

with  other  proTinees  of  the  Divine  empire?        Inquiries  o.!hi8deBcription,  to  which  no  saH*. 

What  discoveries  have  they  made  of  the  pei^  factory  answers  can  be  expected  in  the  present 

lections  of  Deily,  of  the  plan  of  his  government,  state,  might  be  multiplied  to  an  inde6nite  extent, 

and  of  the  extent  of  his  dominions?  With  what  The  soul  of  man  is  astoniabed,  overwhelmed, 

species  of  corporeal  vehicles  do  they  hold  a  and  bewildered  at  the  Immensity  of  the  scene 

correspondence  with  the  material  world  ?  With  whidi  is  opened  befere  it,— and  at  once  pep- 

what  organs  of  perception,  and  with  what  pow^  ceives,  that,  in  order  to  acquire  a  comprehensive 

•rs  of  intellect  are  they  fivnishsd?    What  h^  knowledge  of  the  character  and  atttibutes  of  the 

euldes  and  organs  different  from  those  of  man  Divinity--4o  penetrate  into  the  depths  of  his 

do  they  poeseas,  and  by  what  laws   are  their  plana  and  operations— and  to  contemplate  the  fuA 

social  intercourses  regulated  ?     Do  benignity  glory  of  his  empire,    ages  numerous  as  the  stan 

an  Acre  lor  ever  beam  from  their  couatenahoes,  of  heaven  are  requisite,  and  that,  if  no  future  es^ 

and  doea  ecatatic  joy  perpetually  enrapture  their  istence  awaits  it  beyond  the  grave,  its  aident 

hearts?    What  capacities  for  rapid  movement  desires  after  progressive  improvement  and  feli- 

do  they  possess  ?    Are  they  confined  within  die  titjt  and  its  hopes  of  beooBiing  more  fuBy  ao* 

limits  of  a  single  globe  like  ours,  or  can  they  quaiated  with  the  universe  and  its  Aothor,  most 

fly  frcMn  one  world  to  another,  on  the  wings  cf  end  in  eternal  disappotntment. 
A  aeraph?    What  magnificent  landscapes  adom        Again,  the  mSnd  of  man  is  not  only  animated 

the  places  of  their  residence  ?    What  celeatial  with  ardent  desires  after  a  more  fall  discloeoro 

glories  are  hung  out  for  their  Contemplatioii  in  of  the  wonders  of  this  boundless  scene,  but  it 

the  canopy  of  heaven?    What  visible  displays  mdowed  with  eegfodtiea  far  acqtunng  an  md^ 

of  the  preeenoe  and  agency  of  their  Creator  are  mt«  terlent  of  knowledge  reepeeting  the  diatant  re^ 

presented  to  their  view  ?    By  what  means  are  giana  eflhe  mntnene  and  the  perfeetiona  of  ita 

they  carried  foward  in  their  progress  towards  in-  Anffwr,     Those  who  have  taken  the  most  exten- 

teltectual  and  moral  perleetion?    What  sciences  aive  eiearsioos  through  the  field  of  science,  stlS 

do  they  cultivate,     what  objects  engage  their  find,  limt  they  are  capable  of  receiving  an  addi- 

chief  attention— in  what  sdemn  and  sublime  tion  to  all  the  knowledge  they  have  hitherto  a^ 

ftrms  of  worship  and  adoration  do  they  join?  quired  on  every  subject,  and  of  prosecuting  ii^ 

What  changes  or  revobtions  have  taken  place  quiries  beyond  the  range  of  the  visible  system, 

among  them  ?     What  transactions  does  their  provided  die  means  of  investigation  were  plaeed 

history  record?    What  scenes  of  gloiy  or  of  ter-  within  their  reach.    Were  a  human  aoul  tran»> 

ror  have  been  displayed  towards  any  particular  ported  to  a  diitant  world,  for  example,  to  die 

system  or  province  of  this  immense  empire  ?  Are  regions  of  the  planet  £faiiini^— were  it  permitted 

sin,  disease,  and  death  alto|^ther  unbiown,  and  to  contemplate  at  leisure  the  sublime  movemeBfis 

do  their  inhabitAnts  bask  for  ever  in  the  regions  of  its  rings,  and  the  various  phenomena  of  its 

of  immortality  ?    What  knowledge  do  they  po»>  moons ;  the  variety  of  landscapes  which  diversify 

sees  of  the  diaracier  and  condition  of  the  inha-  its  surface,  and  the  celestial  scenery  which  its 

Iriuuits  of  our  gk>be,  and  of  the  ^stem  of  which  fitmament  displays,— -were  it  to  mingle  with  its 

it  forms  a  part  ?    What  wriety  of  sensitive  and  inhabitants,  to  learn  the  laws  by  which  their  so* 

intellectual  beings  is  to  be  found  in  the  different  cial  intercourse  is  directed,  the  scienoss  which 

systems  of  the  universe  ?    What  dioeraity  of  ex-  they  cultivate,  the  worship  in  .which  they  engage, 

lemal  scenery,  superior  to  all  that  the  eye  of  man  and  the  leading  transactions  and  events  whn^ 

has  seen  or  bis  imagination  can  conceive,  is  die-  their  history  rwords— it  wooU  find  no  more  dU^ 

plaved  throughout  the  numerous  worids  which  ficul^  in  acquiring  and  treasuring  up  sudi  infer* 

oApoee  this  vast  empire  ?     What  systems  ex«  mation,  than  it  now  does  ill  acquiring,  from  the 

ist,  and  what  scenes  of  creating  power  are  die-  narrative  of  a  traveller,  a  knowledge  of  the  cu»» 

|dayed  in  that  bmndless  region  whidi  lies  beyond  toros  and  manners  of  an  unknown  tribe  of  man- 

Che  limits  of  human  vision  ?    At  what  period  in  kind,  and  of  the  ittture  of  the  geographical  t«ni> 

duration  did  this  mighty  fabric  of  the  universe  Iny  it  possesses.    Were  angelic  mesMBgen 

first  arise  into  existence?     What  sucoeasive  from  a  thousand  worids,  to  Iw  dsspatched,  at 

creations  have  taken  plaoe  since  the  first  material  socoesdive  intervals,  to  our  globe,  to  descrflie  the 

srerldwaskundiedmtoexiatencebytheOmnip^  natural  and  moral  scenery,  and  to  narmte  the 

tent  Creator?    What  new  worlds  and  beings  are  train  <tf  Divine  dispensatioos  peculiar  to  each 

a«ill  emerging  into  existence  from  the  voids  of  world— (here  wouU  be  ample  room  in  the  hnaMi 

epaee?    Is  this  mighty  expanse  of  ersation  to  mind  fiir  treasuring  up  such  inteOigeaee,  Ml* 

endure  forever     and  to  vsceive  new  acpsssinBs  witfailaiidiDg aU  the  storsa  of  scisnee  wliidi  b 
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oftj  htT»  preriomly  •oqoired.    Sudi  infonniF  Mam  to  htve  b«6B  only  like  a  boy  ptftying  <m  thi 

Cion  would  neither  annihilate  the  knowledge  we  eea  shore,  and  diverting  mjedf  fa  new  and  then 

had  formerly  attained^  nor  prevent  our  further  finding  a  pebble  or  a  prettier  shell  than  ordinarv, 

progress  in  intellectual  acquisitions.     On  the  while  the  great  ocean  of  troth  lay  all  undiscoreiw 

contrary!  it  would  enlarge  the  capacity  of  the  ed  before  me.''     And  is  it  reaaonable  to  beltere, 

mind,  invigorate  its  fiioiliies,  and  add  a  new  that  after  a  glimpse  of  the  boundless  traasoros 

stimulus  to  its  powers  and  energise.    On  the  of  divine  science  has  flashed  upon  the  mind,  it 

basis  of  such  iniMmation«  the  soul  could  trace  is  to  pass  only  a  few  months  or  years  in  anxious 

new  aspects,  and  new  displays  of  Divine  wisdom,  desire  and  suspense,  and  then  be  extinguished 

intelligence,  and  rectitude,  sad  acquire  more  forever? 

eoropiehen»ive  views  of  the  character  of  God—        It  may  be  fiurther  observed,  in  oonnexioa  with 

just  as  it  does,  in  the  mean  time,  from  a  mntem-  the  prsceding  remarks— MoC  thg  ereedkm.  of  «iacA 

pbtion  of  those  objeots  and  dispensations  which  a  wut  tmtverte  fmui  hao*  btn  efu^  iniendtdio 

lie  within  its  grasp.    To  such  researches,  invse-  ditplay  the  pefftatums  of  the  Deity,  and  to  qffbrd 

ligations,  and  intelleetual  progreesions,  no  boun-  gratifieation  and  fetieity  to  the  intdUdual  btmge 

diuy  can  be  assigned,  if  the  soul  be  destined  to  he  hoe  formed.    The  Creator  stands  in  no  need 

survive  the  dissolution  of  its  mortal  frame.    It  of  innumerable  assemblages  of  worlds  and  of 

only  requires  to  be  pboed  in  a  situation  where  inferior  raniis  of  intelligenoes,  in  order  to  4bnra 

its  powers  will  be  permitted  to  expatiate  at  large,  or  to  augment  his  felicity.    Innumerable  ages 

and  where  the  physical  and  moral  obstructions  before  the  universe  was  created*  he  existed  alMi^ 

which  impede  tlMir  exercise  shall  be  oon^letely  independent  of  every  other  being,  and  infinitely 

removed.  b^PPy  in  tbe  contemplation  of  his  own  etmal 

It  may  be  fiuther  remarked,  on  the  ground  of  excellences.    No  other  reason,  therefore,  can  be 

what  has  been  now  stated,  that  all  the  bmwledge  assigned  for  the  production  of  the  imiverse,  bol 

which  can  be  attained  in  the  present  state,  is  but  the  gratification  of  his  rational  oAspring,  and  thai 

as  a  drop  to  the  ocean,  when  compared  with  he  might  give  a  display  of  the  infinite  glories  of 

"  the  treasuree  of  wisdom  and  knowledge"  that  bis  nature  to  innumerable  orders  of  intelligent 

may  be  acquired  in  the  eternal  world.    The  pro-  creaturea.     Ten  thousand  timea  ten  thoosaad 

portion  between  the  one  and  the  other  may  bear  suns,  distributed  throughout  the  regions  of  im- 

a  certain  analogy  to  the  bulk  of  the  terraqueous  mensity,  with  aD  their  splendid  apparatus  <tf 

^obe,  when  oonipored  with  the  immensity  of  the  planets,  comets,  moons,  and  rings,  can  aflTord  no 

worlds  and  systems  which  compose  the  univene.  spectacle  of  novelty  to  expand  and  entertain  the 

If  an  it|^lf  vetrie^  of  designs,  of  objects,  and  Eternal  Mind ;  since  they  all  existed,  in  their 

of  scenery,  exist  in  the  distant  provinces  of  cr»-  prototypes,  in  the  plans  and  conceptions  of  the 

ation,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe,  from  the  Deity,  during  the  countless  ages  of  a  past  eren* 

variety  which  abounds  in  our  terrestrial  system,  nity.    Nor  did  he  produce  these  woriks  for  tiie 

—if  every  world  be  peopled  with  inhabitants  of  improvement  and  inforaiallon  of  ne  hmn§.  This 

a  different  species  from  those  of  another,  if  its  amazing  stnicture  of  the  universe,  then,  with  aC 

physical  constitution  and  external  scenery  be  the  sensitive  and  intellectual  enjoyments  oonnecH' 

peculiar  to  itself,  if  the  dispensations  of  theCre-  ed  with  it,  must  have  been  chiefly  designed  fur 

tor  towards  its  inhabitants  be  such  as  have  not  the  instruction  and  entertainment  of  sobordinaie 

been  displayed  to  any  other  worid,  if  "  the  ma-  intelligences,  and  to  serve  as  a  magnificem  the- 

ttifeld  wisdom  of  G^,"  in  the  arrangement  of  atre  on  whicla  the  energies  of  divine  power  aod 

its  destinies,  be  displayed  in  a  mannw  in  which  wisdom,  and  the  emanations  of  divine  benev(^ 

it  has  never  been  displayed  to  any  other  class  <tf  lence  might  be  illustriously  displayed.    And  can 

intelligences ;— and,  in  short,  if  every  province  we  suppose  that  the  material  universe  will  exiirl, 

of  creation  exhibit  a  pecM&'or  maadfeeiation.  of  the  while  intelligent  minds,  for  whose  improvement 

Deity— we  may  conclude,  that  all  the  knowledge  it  was  reared,  are  suffered  to  sunk  into  annilu- 

of  God,  of  his  works  and  dispensations,  which  lation  7 

can  be  attahied  in  the  present  life,  is  but  as  the        Again,  ftoonnoefteadmdlid,  m  eonmetmcy  tcith 

foint  glimmertiigof  a  taper  when  contrastsd  with  the  attnimtu  of  Chd,  that  he  w&^nalfy  <£4^ 

the  effulgence  <n  the  meridian  sun.    Those  who  faint  the  rational  hopee  and  detiree  of  the  Aamvaa 

have  made  the  most  extensive  and  profound  in-  eoul^  toAidk  he  hunee^hae  inqdaeUed  and  ehtruhed, 

ves&igations  into  the  wonders  of  nature,  are  the  If  he  had  no  ultimate  design  of  gratifying  ration- 

most  deeply  convinced  of  their  own  ignorance,  al  beings  with  a  more  extensive  display  of  the 

and  of  the  boundless  fieUs  of  knowledge  which  immensity  and  grandeur  of  his  works,  it  is  no; 

remain  unexplored.    Sir  Isaac  Newton  had  em-  conceivable,  tiiat  he  would  have  permitted  then 

ployed  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  some  of  the  to  make  those  discoveries  they  have  akeady 

•oblimest  investigations  which  can  engage  the  brought  to  light  respecting  the  extent  and  dis 

attention  of  the  human  mind,— and  yet  he  de-  glory  of  his  empire.    Such  discoveries  couki  not 

•glared,  a  little  before  his  death,  "  I  do  not  know  have  been  made  without  his  permission  and  di» 

what  I  may  appear  to  the  worU,  bat  to  myself  I  raction,  or  without  Ibose  focoUisa  and 


PROOFS  FROM  THE  LIGHT  OF  NATURR                          S9 

much  he  bimMlf  had  imparted.  And|  ther»-  hia  facukies  will  arriTe  at  their  full  ezpaanon, 
fore,  in  parmitting  Ute  inhabitants  of  our  world  and  there  will  be  ample  scope  for  their  ezereisa 
to  lako  a  distant  ^impse  of  the  boundless  scene  on  mj^riads  of  objects  and  events  which  are  just 
of  his  operations,  he  mast  have  intended  to  ez-  now  veiled  in  darkness  and  mystery.  He  will 
cite  those  ardent  desires  which  wilt  be  gratified  be  enabled  to  penetrale  more  fUly  into  the  plans 
in  a  future  world,  and  to  cmnmence  those  trains  and  operations  of  the  diyinity-^to  perceive  new 
of  thought  which  will  be  prosecuted  with  increas-  aspects  o/t  the  Eternal  Mind,  new  evolutions  of 
ing  ardour,  through  eternity,  till  we  shall  be  able  infinite  wisdom  and  design,  new  displays  of  om* 
to  perceive  and  comprehend  the  contrivance  and  nipoience,  goodness,  and  intelligence-^and  to 
■kill,  the  richm  of  divine  munificence,  the  vast  acquire  a  more  minute  and  comprehensive  view 
designs,  and  the  miracles  of  power  and  intelii-  of  aH  the  attributes  of  the  Deity,  and  of  the  con- 
genoe  which  are  disphiyed  throu^oot  every  part  nexions,  relations,  and  dependencies,  of  that  vast 
of  the  aniversal  system.— I'o  suppose  that  the  physical  and  moral  system  over  which  his  go- 
Creator  would  mdbld  a  partial  and  imperfect  view  vemmeat  ezteods. 
of  the  wonders  of  creation,  and  enkindle  a  r»- 
tioned  knging  and  denre,  merely  for  the  purpose  ■ 
of  moeftiiif  ami  tenlflfisui^  o«r  espeetatums,  would 

be  to  represent  the  moral  character  of  the  DeitT  SECTION  YI. 
as  below  the  level  of  that  of  a  depraved  mortal. 

It  would  argue  a  species  of  dsocil,  of  smy,  and  ov  thb  moaal  powbrs  or  Miir, 
of  ma^nifyf  whidi  is  altogether  repugnant  to 

the  character  of  a  Being  of  infinite  benevolence.  The  moral  powers  with  which  man  is  endued 

As  his  goodness  was  the  principal  motive  which  form  a  strong  presumptive  proof  of  his  immortal 

induced  him  to  bring  us  into  existence,  his  coo-  destiny. 

dnct  must  be  infinitely  removed  from  every  thmg  Man  is  formed  (br  action,  as  well  as  for  coiu 
Ihat  approaches  to  envy,  malignity,  or  a  desire  temptation.  For  this  purpose  there  are  inter- 
to  mock  or  disappoint  the  rational  hopes  of  his  woven  in  his  constitution,  powers,  principles, 
creatures.  His  genend  character,  as  displayed  instincts,  feelings,  and  affections,  which  have  a 
in  all  his  works,  leads  us  to  cc»clude^  that,  in  so  reference  to  his  improvement  in  virtue,  and  which 
far  from  tantalizing  the  rational  beings  he  has  excite  hira  to  promote  the  happiness  of  others. 
formed,  he  is  both  able  and  willing  "  to  do  to  and  These  powers  and  active  principles,  like  the  in* 
for  them  exceeding  abundandy  above  all  that  they  telleotual,  are  susceptible  of  vast  imjlrovemeot, 
can  ask  or  think.''  If  he  had  intended  merely  by  attention,  by  exercise,  by  trials  and  difficul- 
to  confine  our  desires  to  sensitive  enjoyments  and  ties,  and  by  an  expansion  of  the  intellectual 
to  the  present  life,  the  habitation  of  man  woukl  views.  Such  are  filial  and  fraternal  affection, 
have  required  no  more  contrivance  nor  decoration  fortitude,  temperance,  justice,  gratitude,  genero- 
than  what  are  requisite  for  the  lion's  den  and  the  sity,  love  of  friends  aiid  country,  philanthropy, 
retreats  of  the  tiger,  and  no  farther  display  of  and  general  benevolence*  Degenerate  as  our 
the  gmndeur  of  his  empire  would  have  been  un-  world  has  always  been,  many  striking  examples 
fbUed  to  view.  of  such  virtuss  have  been  displayed  both  in  aiH 

Since,  therefore,  it  appears,  that  die  universe  cient  and  modem  times,  which  demonstrate  the 

is  replenished  with  innumerable  systems,  and  is  vigour,  expansion,  and  sublimity  of  the  moral 

vast  and  tmlimited  in  its  extent— since  God  en-  powers  of  mui. 

dued  the  mind  of  man  with  those  faculties  by  When  we  behold  men  animated  by  noUe  sen- 
which  he  has  explored  a  portion  of  its  distant  timents,  exhibiting  sublime  virtues,  and  perform* 
regions— since  the  sou]  feds  an  ardent  desire  to  ing  illustrious  actions,— Klisplaying  generosity 
obtain  a  more  full  disdosure  of  its  grandeur  and  and  beneficence  in  seasons  of  calamity,  and  tran- 
magnificenco  since  it  is  endued  with  fiuxilties  quillity  and  fortitude  in  the  midst  of  difficulties 
capable  of  receiving  an  indefinite  increase  of  and  dangers — desiring  riches  only  for  the  sake 
knowledge  on  this  subject— sinoe  all  the  know-  of  distributing  them — estimating  places  of  pow^ 
ledge  it  can  acquire  in  the  present  state,  re-  er  and  honour,  only  for  the  sake  if  suppressing 
specting  the  operations  and  the  government  of  vice,  rewarding  virtue,  and  prmnotmg  the  pros- 
God,  is  as  noditng  when  compared  with  the  perity  of  their  oountry^--endurkig  poverty  and 
prospects  vdiidi  eternity  may  unfold'— since  the  distress  with  a  noble  heroism— sufiering  injo- 
miverse  and  Its  material  glories  are  chiefly  in-  ries  and  affronts  with  patience  and  serenitjr^ 
tsoded  for  the  gratification  of  intelligent  minds  stifling  reseirwent  when  they  have  it  in  their 

and  sinoe  it  is  obvioudy  inconsistent  with  the  power  to  inflict  yengeaoco— displaying  kindness 

■on]  character  of  the  Deity,  to  cherish  desires  and  generosity  towards  enemies  and  slaadsren 

^k  expectations  which  he  will  finally  firustrate  — vanquishing  irascible  passions  and  Uceotions 

and  disappoint—theoondaskm  appears  to  be  on-  desires  in  the  midst  of  the  stnmgest  tempt»« 

ftfoidable,  that  man  it  dtaUmtd  »  an  immortdl  tions— submitting  to  pain  and  disgrace  in  order 

During  the  progress  of  that  existeaos,  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  firisods  tod  rsta* 
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tivM— end  mcnfieing  repowi  honour,  wealrh,  portunityr  for  rerenge,  invtead  of  tcMotiDf  toe 
wad  ov»n  life  itself,  km*  the  good  of  dieir  coud-  ill  trettiMnt  he  had  received  firomhim,  he  con- 
try,  or  Ibr  promotmg  the  beet  iotereels  of  the  etantlj  refined  to  join  with  his  eBemiee,  beiog 
hunwn  rmoef—we  perceive  in  such  entn^lef  •»  far  from  eecredy  rejoicing  over  the  midbr- 
featuree  of  the  hunan  mind,  which  mark  its  dig-  tone  of  hia  advanary  ae  he  had  been  befbro 
iiity  and  grandeur,  and  indicate  its  deetinatioa  from  being  afflicted  at  hia  good  luooeaa.  Such 
to  a  higher  scene  of  action  and  enjoyment.  virtues  rmot  a  dignity  and  grandeur  on  every 
Even  in  the  annals  of  the  Pagan  world,  we  mind  in  which  they  reside,  which  appear  ii^ 
find  many  examples  of  such  iilustriotn  virtues,  compatible  with  the  idea,  that  it  is  destined  In 
>  There  we  read  of  Regulus  exposing  himself  to  retire  for  ever  fram  the  scene  of  action  at  iba 
the  most  cruel   torments,  and  to  death  itself,  hour  of  death. 

rather  than  suffer  his  veracity  to  be  impeach-  But  the  noblest  examples  of  exalted  virtue  nv 

ad,  or  his  fidelity  tA  his  country  to  be  called  in  to  be  (bund  among  those  who  hava  enlisted  thea^ 

question — of  Phoeion,  who  exposed  himself  to  selves  in  the  cause  of  Christianity.    The  Apo^ 

Uie  fuiy  of  an  enraged  assembly,  by  inveighing  tie  Paul  was  an  illustrious  example  af  every  duag 

against  the  vices,  and  endeavouring  to  promote  that  is  noble,  heroic,  generous,  and  benevoleiri  ia 

the  best  interests  of  his  countrymen,  and  gave  human  conduct.    His  soul  was  inspired  with  « 

it  as  his  last  command  to  his  son,  when  he  was  holy  ardour  in  promoting  the  bsst  interests  of  ma»* 

going  to  execution,  "  that  he  should  forget  how  kind.    To  aooomplish  this  object,  he  parted  with 

ih  the  Athenians  had  treated  his  fiitber" — of  friends  and  relativea,  relinquished  his  natiw 

Cjfnu,  who  was  possessed  of  wisdom,  modera-  country,  and  every  thing  that  was  dear  to  )am 

tion,  courage,  magnanimity,  and  noble  senti-  either  as  a  Jew  cr  as  a  Roman  citixeo,  and  ci> 

meats,  and  who  employed  them  all  to  promote  poead  hinuielf  to  persecutions  and  dangers  of  eveiy 

the  happinas  of  his  people— of  fifc^n'o,  in  whose  description.  During  the  prosecution  of  his  benev<>» 

actions  the  virtues  of  generosity  and  liberality,  lent  career,he  was '^injoumeyiogs  often,  in  perils 

goodness,  gen  tleness,  justice,  magnanimity,  and  of  waters,  in  perils  of  robbws,  in  perils  by  his  own 

chastity,  shone  with  distinguished  lustra— and  oountrymen,  in  perils  by  the  heathen,  in  perUi 

of  Dtmon  and  Pythioif  who  were  knit  together  in  the  city,  in  perils  in  the  wiMeraesa,  in  parili 

in  the  bonds  of  a  friendship  which  all  ths  tor>  in  the  sea,  in  perils  among  frJse  brethren:  ii 

rors  of  an  ignominious  death  could  not  di»-  weariness  and  painfulneaa,  in  watchings  oAen. 

solte.    But  of  all  the  charactars  of  the  heathen  in  hunger  and  Uiirst,  in  fastings  oAen,  In  atripsa 

worki,  illustrious  for  virtue,  Anttid»  vp^eva  to  tbow  measure,  in  cold  and  nakedness."    Tal 

stand  in  the  foremost  raidc.    An  extraordinary  none  of  theae  things  moved  htm,  nor  did  he  oonnC 

greatness  of  soul,  (says  Rollin)  made  him  supe-  his  life  dear  to  him,  provided  Im  might  finish  hit 

rior  to  every  passion.    Interest,  pleasure,  ambi-  course  with  joy,  and  be  instrumsntal  ia  aooom- 

don,  resentment,  jealousy,  were  extinguiished  in  plishing  the  present  and  eternal  haf^ineas  of  his 

him  by  the  love  of  virtue  and  hia  country.    The  follow-men.    In  every  period  of  the  Christiaa 

tnerit  of  others,  instead  of  offending  him,  be-  era,  similar  characters  have  arisen  to  demoostiais 

came  his  own  by  the  approbation  he  gave  it.  the  power  of  virtue  and  to  bless  mankind.    Onr 

He  rendered  the  government  of  the  Athenians  own  age  and  country  have  produced  munerons 

amiable  to  their  allies,  by  his  mildness,  good-  philanthropic  characters,  who  have  dioneaal^ts 

ness)  humanity,  and  justice.    The  disinterest-  in  the  moml  world,  and  have  acted  as  benefocton 

edness  he  showed  in  the  management  of  the  to  the  human  race.  The  names  of  Alfred,  Peani 

public  treasure,  and  the  k>ve  c^  poverty  which  Bernard,  Raikes,   Neiide,  Clarkaon,  Sharpa, 

he  carried  almost  to  an  excess,  are  virtues  so  Buxton,  Wilberforoe,yennuig,  and  many  others, 

for  superior  to  the  practice  of  our  age,  that  they  are  familiar  to  every  one  who  is  in  the  kast  ai^ 

scarce  seem  credible  to  us.    His  conduct  and  quainted  with  the  snnala  of  benevolence.    The 

principles  were  always  uniform,  steadfost  in  the  exertions  which  some  of  these  individuals  have 

pursuit  of  i^atover  he  thought  Just,  and  inca-  made  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  in  promoting  dm 


pable  of  the  least  folsehood,  or  shadow  of  flat-  education  of  die  young,  in  alleviating  the 

tery,  disguise,  or  fraud,  even  in  jest.    He  had  tresses  of  the  poor,  in  ameliorating  the  oonditieik 

sudi  a  control  overjiis  psssions,  that  he  uni-  ofthe  prisoner,  and  in  counteracting  the  abomiim* 

(tTmly  sacrificed  his  private  interest,  and  his  ble  trafflc  in  slaves,  will  be  felt  as  blessings 


private  rasentmenu,  to  the  good  of  ^e  puUic.  ferred  on  mankind  throu^wut  succeeding  gene- 

3%MiiiCO0(ss  was  one  of  the  principal  actns  who  rations,  and  wiQ,  doubtisas,  be  held  in  everlastii^ 

procured  his  banishment  from  Athens;— but,  remembrance. 

after  being  recalled,  he  assisted  him  on  every  But  among  all  the  phihmthropio  charactars  of 

occasion  with  his  advice  and  credit,  joyfully  the  past  or  present  am,  the  labours  of  the  lain 

taking  pains  to  promote  the  glory  of  his  great*  Mr.  HowiJU),  atand  pre-emineoL  Thisilusui- 

est  enemy,  through  the  motive  of  advancing  the  ous  man,  fitwi  a  principle  of  pure  benevolence, 

public  good.     And  when  afterwards  the  dis-  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  lifo  to  active  bene 

gnce  (X  Themistodes  gave  him  a  proper  op-  fioence,  and  to  the  alleviation  of  huimii  wratcb* 
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«doea%  in  mry  country  where  he  traveUed,—    Are  oonfiaed  to  laborioai  employments,  ukd  hvf 

diTing  into  iho  depth  of  dungeons,  and  expofing  their  attention  abnoet  entirely  absorbed  in  prori* 

inmself  to  the  infected  atmoepheree  of  hoepitals  ding  for  their  families,  and  in  anzious  aolicituda 

and  jails,  in  order  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  ftr  their  animal  subsistence  and  success  in  life, 

the  unforumate,  and  to  allay  the  sufferings  of  the  K  that  they  6nd  no  scope  for  their  moral  powers 

uoomful  prisoner.    In  prosecuting  this  labour  of  beyond  the  circle  of  the  fiimUy  mansion,  tnd  of 

love,  he  iravelled  three  times  through  France,  their  own  immediate  neighbourhood.  S.  The  p»- 

four  timc«  through  Germany,  five  times  through  riod  within  which  the  most  energetic  powers  can 

Holland,  twice  through  Italy,  once  through  Spain  be  exerted  is  extremely  limited.    It  is  not  before 

and  Portugal,  and  also  through  Denmark,  Swe-  man  has  arriFed  near  the  meridian  of  life  that 

den,  Russia,  Fcand,  and  part  of  th^  Turkish  his  moral  powers  begin  to  be  fully  expanded^— 

empire,  surveying  the  haunts  of  misery,  anddi*-  and  it  frequently  happens,  in  the  case  of  ardeoi 

tributing  benefits  to  mankind  wherever  lie  ap-  benevolent  characters,  that,  at  the  moment  when 

peared.  their  philanthropic  schemes  were  matured,  and 

they  bad  just  commenced  their  career  of  benefi- 

*''"*5,5Jj5  ^  ""^  ^^  **^*  or  eresoent  ^^^^  ^^^^  interposes,  and  puts  a  period  tp  aS 

Where'er  mankind  and  misery  are  ftHmd,  their  labours  and  designs.    8.  In  the  present 

(TerlmiAlnc  sands,  deep  waves,  or  wilds  of  snow,  stata  of  the  world,  nnmerous  physical  obstnio- 

MiMiiiMMrtfJounieTlng  seeks  the  houle  of  woe.  ,;^.  :«.o«w«i«  .1  »......*  .1./™-^!-  ^r  .u^ 

Down  many  awlttUngsiep  to  dungeons  dank,  '*"*■  interpose  to  prevent  the  exertion  of  the 

Vhera  anguish  walls  aloud  and  fetters  clank,  moral  powers,  even  in  the  most  ardent  philan- 

Ii5*Iu.^J2r2fi32?«'^  ^0P««  °>>»^-    The  want  of  wealth  and  inflo- 
And  cells  whose  ertboes  only  lean  to  groan,  .i.     ••  j  •  e     ^x*       ^         j>   1 1  % 

Wbeie  no  kind  bus  a  whispering  friend  dlsokwe.  «Bce ;  the  dineases  and  mfirmibes  of  an  enfeebled 

Ho  sun-heom  enters,  and  no  zephjnr  blows ;  corporeal  fiame :  the  impediments  thrown  in  the 

•-ae  tieads,  inemulons  of  fkme  or  wealth,  __„  t.„  _„«i:^^  •«/!«««,    ..yi  *k.  .^i:t;^i  .^ 

Pratee  of  toU  and  prodigal  of  heallh  ?  ^^y  **y  °»"J®  "<»  ^^t  *"<»  ™«  pohtical  aiw 

Leads  stemey'd  Justice  to  the  dark  domalna,  rangements  of  states ;  the  difficulty  of  penetraliqg 

s^{ShrtabSs'Sf.i??^^o5a  wi*.  ^^  ^^^^  '•^is"  ^^^^f^  tj^?'^  ^^r^  ^ 

TVi  her  fond  husband  Uberly  and  Ufc.  "V  '•■«e»  and  many  other  obstructions,  pre- 

«On¥rard  he  mores !  disease  and  death  retire ;  vent  the  niu  exercise  of  that  moral  eneray  which 

Andmorarariag  demons  hate  hhn  and  admirej^  remdes  in  benevolent  and  heroic  minds,  and  con- 
fine its  operations  within  a  narrow  span.    But 

Such  characters  afford  powerful  domonstra-  can  we  ever  suppose,  in  consistency  with  Divine 

tlons  of  the  sublimity  of  virtue,  of  the  activity  of  Wisdom  and  Benevolence,  that  God  has  implan- 

the  human  mind,  and  of  its  capacity  for  cootri-  ted  in  the  human  constitution  benevolent  active 

bttting  to  the  happiness  of  fellow  intelligences  to  powers,  which  are  never  to  be  fiilly  expanded^ 

an  nnlimited  extent.    We  have  also,  in  our  own  and  tliat  those  godlike  characters  that  have  oo> 

times,  a  class  of  men  who  have  parted  from  their  casionally  appeared  on  the  dieatre  of  our  world, 

firiendi  and  native  land,  and  have  gone  to  the  are  never  to  re-appear  on  the  field  of  action,  to 

'*  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth,"  to  distant  barba-  expatiate,  in  the  full  exercise  of  their  moral  pow- 

roos  climes,  exposing  themselves  to  the  frosts  of  ers,  in  the  ample  career  of  immortality  1  To 

Labrador  and  Greenland,  to  the  scorching  heats  admit  such  a  supposition  would  be  in  effect  to  * 

of  Africa,  and  to  the  hostile  attadu  of  savage  call  in  question  his  Wisdom  and  Intelligence. 

tribes,  m  order  to  publish  the  salvation  of  God,  It  is  the  part  of  Wisdom  to  proportionate  siscms 

and  to  promote  the  happinesv  of  men  of  all  Ian-  to  sn<if ,  and  to  adapt  the  fiMuhies  of  any  being 

guages  and  climates.    Some  of  these  have  feh  to  the  scene  in  which  it  is  to  operate.     But 

dieir  minds  inspired  with  such  a  noUe  ardour  in  here,  we  behold  a  system  of  powers  whidi  can 

the  cause  of  universal  benevdence,  that  nothing  never  can  be  iNvught  into  fiiU  operation  in  thtf 

but  inaurmountabte  physical  obstructions  prevent-  present  state ;  and,  therefore,  if  death  is  to  put 

ed  them  from  making  the  tour  of  the  world,  and  a  final  termination  to  the  activity  of  man,  the 

imparting  benefits  to  men  of  all  nations,  kindreds,  mighty  powers  and  energies  with  which  he  is 

and  tongues.  endowed  have  been  bestowed  in  vtin,— and  we 

Can  we  Uien  imagine,  that  such  active  powers  are  led  to  conceive  of  the  Divine  Qeing  as  da- 
ta those  to  which  I  have  now  alluded— powers  ficient  in  Wisdom  and  Intelligence  in  his  govem- 
whicb  qnaliiy  their  possessors  for  diffusing  hap-  ment  of  the  intellectual  beings  he  has  fi)rmed. 
pinesa  to  an  indefinite  extent  among  surround-  This  %vill,  perhaps,  appear  still  more  obv^* 
mg  intelligence*— will  be  for  ever  extinguished  ous,  if  we  attend  to  the  following  considerations, 
br  the  stroke  of  death  7  and  that,  after  a  few  fe».  —Throughout  the  universe  we  perceive  traces 
bid  efforts  during  the  present  transitory  scene,  of  a  system  of  universal  benevolence.  This  is 
they  will  never  again  exert  their  energies  through  distinctly  perceptible  in  relation  to  our  own  glooa, 
all  eternity  ?  This  will  appear  in  the  highest  de-  in  the  revolution  of  day  and  night ;  in  the  comti- 
gree  improbable,  if  we  consider,  1.  The  limited  tution  of  the  atmosphere;  in  the  beautiful  and 
•phere  of  action  to  which  the  generality  of  man-  sublime  scenes  presented  to  the  eye  in  every 
Bid  are  omfinedin  the  present  state.  Most  meo  ecmtry ;  in  die  agencies  of  Ijght  and  heat,  and 
16 
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of  tbe  clectrfeal  and  galvanic  fluida ;  in  the  apleD-  virtuona  h^neTolelit  cfaaractere  which  have  a^ 

dour  of  the  sun,  and  tha  gioriea  of  (he  midnight  peared  in  our  world,  hava  hean  only  in  the  act  of 

akj ;  in  the  organizatioo  of  the  body  of  man,  luid  training  for  a  ahort  period,  preparatory  to  their 

the  different  eeaiea  with  which  he  ia  endowed ;  being  transported  to  a  nnUer  eoene  of  action,  aad 

in  the  general  adapUtion  of  the  mineral  and  ve-  that  their  moral  powers,  which  could  not  be 

getable  kiagdoma,  and  of  every  dement  around  brought  into  full  exercise  in  this   terrestrial 

us,  to  the  wants  of  man  and  other  Bensitive  be-  sphere,  were  intended  to  qualify  them  for  ming- 

ings ;  and  in  the  abundant  supply  of  ttod  and  drink  ling  with  more  exal  ted  intelligences,  and  oo-ope> 

which  is  annually  distributed  to  every  rank  of  rating  with  them  in  carrying  forward  that  vasi 

animated  existence.    We  perceive  traces  of  the  system  of  univenal  benevoienc  e,  to  which  all  tha 

same  benevolent  agency  in  the  arrangements  arrangementa  of  the  Creator  evidently  tend, 

ooanected  with  distant  worida — in  the  rotation  Whether  then,  it  may  be  asked,  does  it  appear 

of  the  planetary  globea  around  their  axes,  in  the  most  consistent  with  the  moral  powers  of  man, 

assemblages  of  rings  and  nM>ona  with  which  they  and  wiih  the  wiadom  and  goodnesa  of  God,  to 

are  environed,  and  in  the  diversified  apparatus  auppose  that  such  illustrious  duumctera  as  Pean, 

bj  which  light  and  beat  are  diatributed  in  due  G.  Sharp,  Clarkaon,  Venning,  Howard,  and  the 

proportion  to  the  aeveral  bodiea  wfaidi  compose  apoatle  Paul,  are 'now  for  ever  baniahed  fiom 

the  solar  system.    And,  in  other  systems,  in  the  creation,  or  that  they  are  expatiating  in  a  higher 

distant  regions  of  space,  we  perceive  that  it  is  scene  of  action  and  enjoyment,  where  all  their 

one  great  end  of  the  Creator,  to  diflhse  light  and  benevolent  energies  find  ample  scope,  and  where 

apleadour  throu|^uut  all  the  provinces  of  his  im*  every  bkMsom  of  virtue  is  fully  expanded?    If 

mense  empire,  in  order  to  unveil  his  glorious  there  is  a  God,  and  if  wiadom,  benevolence,  and 

works  to  the  eyes  of  unnund>ered  intelligences,  rectitude,  form  an  eaaential  part  of  his  character, 

But,  although  a  system  of  benevolence  is  abui»-  we  cannot  doubt  for  a  moment  that  audi  cfaarai^ 

dandy  manifest  in  the  mechanical  fiibrie  of  the  tors  are  still  in  existence,  and  shall  re-appear  on 

universe,  yet  it  doea  not  appear  that  happineas  a  more  splendid  theatre  of  action  ia  tlM  fiitnra 

can  be  fiilly  oijoyed  withtna  the  beneooUnt  agmey  acenea  of  eternity. 
tfinUOigvU  htingM,    We  have  abundant  prooA 

of  this  position  in  tha  work!  in  which  we  dwell.  I  ahall  conclude  my  iUustratiooa  of  the  pi«» 

For  although  the  goodneaa  of  the  Creator  is  dis-  ceding  arguments  with  the  folk>wing  extract iraa 

played  throughout  all  its  regions,  yet  the  greater  a  judicioua  and  elegant  writer : — 

part  of  the  human  race  is  in  a  sute  of  comparative  "  In  tracing  tbe  nature  and  dntinnlim  of  any 

misery,  not  owing  to  any  deficiency  in  the  Divine  being,  we  form  the  surest  judgment  from  his 

bounty,  but  to  the  aelfiahness^  ambition,  and  pmvert  of  Ofctionf  and  the  scope  and  Hwiitt  of 

malevolence  of  men.    With  the  blessings  whidi  these  compared  with  bia  »laU  'or  that  field  in 

Heaven  provides  firom  year  to  year,  the  whole  which  they  are  exercised.    If  this  being  passes 

population  of  our  globe,  and  a  thouaand  millions  through  different  states  or  fieUs  of  action,  aad 

more,  would  be  amply  supplied,  and  happineaa  we  find  a  aaocestion  of  powers  adapted  to  the 

extensively  diffused,  were  benevoUnee  a  promi*  different  periods  of  his  progress,  we  condode, 

nent  and  universal  trait  in  the  character  of  man-  that  he  was  destined  for  those  successive  sUttes, 

kind.    Even  in  those  places  where  only  a  &w  and  reckon  his  nature  pngrttmm.    If,  besides 

energeUc  and  benevolent  individuals  bestir  them-  the  immediate  set  of  powen  which  fit  him  fiir 

selves  in  the  cause  of  general  philandiropy,  a  action  in  his  present  atate,  we  observe  another 

wonderful  change  is  rapidly  produced   in  the  set  which  appear  superfluous  if  he  were  to  be 

condition  of  society.    Disease,  and  misery,  and  confined  to  it,  and  which  point  to  another  or 

want,  fly  away  at  their  approach^— (he  poor  are  higher  one,  we  nauirally  condude  that  he  is  not 

suppUed,  the  wretdied  relieved,  the  prisoner  re-  designed  to  remain  in  bis  present  atate,  but  to 

leaasd,  the  orphan  provided  for,  and  the  widow's  advance  to  that|br  which  those  supernumerary 

heart  made  to  sing  for  joy,  powers  are  adapted.    Thus,  we  argue,  that  the 

Now,  we  have  every  reason  to  condode,  that  insect,  which  has  wings  forming  or  formed,  uad 

moral  adion  extends  over  the  whole  empire  of  all  the  appantua  proper  for  flight,  is  not  destinsd 

God — that  benevolence  exerts  its  noblest  ener-  always  to  creep  on  the  ground,  or  to  continue  ia 

giea  among  the  inhabitants  of  distant  worlds—  the  torpid  state  of  adhering  to  a  wiJl,  bat  it 

and  that  it  is  chiefly  through  the  medium  of  re-  designed  in  its  season  to  tiSie  its  flight  in  air. 

eiprocal  kindneas  and  affection  that  ecstatic  joy  Without  this  &rther  deatinatmo,  the  admiraUa 

pervades  the  hearts  of  celestial  intelligenoea.  mechanism  of  wings  and  tbe  other  apparatnsi 

For  we  cannot  conceive  happiness  to  exist  in  any  would  be  useless  and  absurd, 

region  of  space,  or  among  any  dass  of  intdleo-  **  The  same  kind  of  reasoning  may  be  applied 

toal  beings,  where  love  to  the  Creator,  and  toone  to  man.  while  he  Uvea  only  a  aort  of  vegetative 

uolher,  is  not  a  prominent  and  permanent  affeo*  life  in  the  womb.    He  is  finished  even  there 

*iM.  with  a  beautiful  apparatus  of  organs,  eyes,  sai% 

it  ia,  tfaarafora,  reasonable  to  bdlieva  that  thoao  and  other  delicate  sensaa,  which  derive 


PROOFS  FROM  THE  LIGHT  OF  NATURE.  SS 

mnit  isdaed,  but  are  in  a  maanor  foMwl  up,  and  gresrioo  ?  I«  tfaia  the  utoioat  extent  of  her  piuu 
have  no  proper  exerciae  or  use  in  their  preaent  where  ihe  wincis  up  the  drama,  and  diamiaaea  the 
oolilinement.  Let  ua  auppoae  aome  intelligent  actor  into  eternal  oblivion  7  Or  doea  he  appear 
•peetator,  who  never  had  any  connexion  with  to  be  invested  with  aupemumerarypoweratwhidi 
aaan,  nor  the  loAst  acquaintance  with  human  af«  have  not  Aill  exercise  and  scope  evoi  in  the  hat 
&irs,  to  see  this  odd  phenomenon,  a  creature  aoene,  and  reach  not  that  oiatnritf  or  perfectioB 
fimned  after  such  a  manner,  and  placed  in  a  at-  of  which  they  are  capable,  and  therefore  point 
tuation  apparendy  unsuitable  to  such  various  to  aome  higher  acene,  where  he  is  to  sustain  aa- 
nachinery,  must  he  not  be  strangely  puzaled  other  and  more  important  character,  than  he  hat 
about  the  use  of  his  complicated  aUnwture,  and  yet  suatained  ?  If  any  auch  there  are,  may  we 
reckon  auch  a  provision  of  art  and  admirable  not  conclude  from  analogy,  or  in  the  aame  way 
workmanship  lost  on  the  subject :  or  reason  by  of  anticipation  aa  before,  that  be  is  destined  for 
way  of  anticipation,  diat  a  creature  endued  with  that  after  part,  and  is  to  be  produced  upon  a 
tttdi  various  yet  unexerted  capacitiea,  was  des-  more  august  and  solemn  stage,  where  his  aub- 
tined  for  a  mora  enlarged  sphere  of  action,  in  limer  powers  ^ail  have  proportioned  action,  and 
which  thoae  latent  capacitiea  shall  have  full  play  ?  his  nature  attain  its  completion."* 
The  vaat  variety  and  yet  beautifu  1  aymmetry  and  In  illuatrating  the  preceding  aigumenta,  I  have 
proportions  of  the  several  parts  and  organs  with  ahown  that  man  ia  possessed  of  desires  which 
which  the  creature  is  endued,  and  their  apt  co-  cannot  be  fully  gratified,  and  of  moral  and  Jntet- 
hesion  with  and  dependence  on  the  curious  re-  lectual  powers  which  cannot  be  fully  exercised  in 
ceptacle  of  their  Ufo  and  nourishment,  would  thepresent  world,  and  oonaequently,  we  have  the. 
forbid  his  concluding  the  whole  to  be  the  birth  of  aame  reaaon  to  conclude,  that  he  is  deatined  to  a 
chance,  or  the  bungling  effort  of  an  unskilful  ar-  higher  acene  of  existence,  as  we  woidd  have, 
tist ;  at  least,  would  make  him  demur  a  while  at  from  beholding  the  rudiments  of  eyea  and  eara  in 
ao  harsh  a  sentence.  But  if,  while  he  ia  in  thia  the  embryo  in  the  womb,  that  it  ia  destined  to 
state  of  uncertainty,  we  suppose  him  to  see  the  burst  its  confinement,  and  to  enter  into  a  worid^ 
babe,  after  a  few  successful  struggles,  throwing  where  sounds,  and  light,  and  odours  will  afford 
eff  his  fetters,  breaking  loose  from  his  little  dark  ample  scope  for  the  exercise  of  these  oigaiia. 
prison,  and  emerging  into  open  day,  then  unfold- 
ing his  recluse  and  dormant  powera,  breathing  — ..i^ 
in  air,  gazing  at  light,  admiring  colours,  sounds, 

and  aU  the  fair  tforiefy  of  nature ;  immediately  his  SECTION  YII. 
doubts  dear  up,  the  propriety  and  excellenoe  of 

due  workmanship  dawn  upon  him  with  full  lustre,  OH  thx  APPaxHSHsioira  un>  ro&xBODnraa 

and  the  whole  mystery  of  the  6r8t  period  is  un*  or  thx  miitd,  wwtn  xthdub,  the  iKVLy- 

ravelledbytheopeningofthis  new  scene.  Though  xvcs  or  esmosss. 
in  this  9eeond  period  the  creature  lives  chiefly  a 

kind  of  animal  lifo,  that  is,  of  amar  and  appsCifs,  The  apprehenaiona  of  the  mind,  and  its  feai^ 


yet  by  various  trials  and  observations  he  gains  fill  forebodings  of  futurity,  when  under  the  in- 
experience, and  by  the  gradual  evolution  <?  the  fluence  of  remorse,  may  be  considered  as  inti- 
powers  of  the  imagination  he  ripens  apace  for  mations  of  a  state  of  retribution  in  another 
an  kightr  life,  for  exercising  the  arts  of  dengn  world.  t 
and  imttatieii,  and  of  those  in  which  strength  or  As  the  boundless  deairea  of  the  human  mind, 
dexterity  are  more  requisite,  than  acuteneaa  or  the  vaat  comprehenaion  of  ita  intellectual  focul- 
reach  of  judgment.  In  the  succeeding  roHontd  tiea,  and  the  virtuoua  exercise  of  its  moral  pow- 
er inteUeUual  period,  his  underMandingf  which  era,  are  indications  of  a  future  state  of  mora 
formerly  crept  in  a  lower,  mounts  into  an  higher  enlarged  enjoyment,  so,  those  honors  of  con- 
tfhttn,  canvaaaea  the  natures,  judges  of  the  re-  science  which  frequently  torment  the  minds  of 
lations  of  things,  forms  schemes,  deduces  ooo-  the  wicked,  may  ha  considered  as  the  forebod> 
sequences  from  what  is  past,  and  from  present  as  ings  of  future  misery  and  wo.  For  it  appears 
well  aapast  collects  future  events.  By  this  sue-  aa  reaaonable  to  believe,  that  alrociooa  deeda 
oeeaion  of  atatea,  and  of  correspondent  culture,  will  meet  with  deserved  opprobrium  and  puniah- 
ho  growa  up  at  length  into  a  moralf  a  aoriaf,  and  nent  in  a  future  state,  as  that  virtuous  actions 
a  poiiHeal  creature.  This  is  the  laat  period  at  will  be  approved  of  and  rewarded ;  and,  oonae- 
which  we  perceive  him  to  arrive  in  this  his  mor-  quently,  we  find,  that  aD  ncUiona  who  l»ve  be* 
Cal  career.  Each  period  ia  introductory  to  the  lieved  in  a  future  atate  of  happineaa  for  the 
sext  succeeding  one ;  each  life  ia  a  field  of  ex-  righleoua,  have  also  admitted  that  there  are  fin 
•reise  and  improvement  for  the  next  higher  one ;  Cure  punishments  b  reserve  for  the  worken  of 
the  lifo  of  the  fatUM  for  that  of  the  i^antj  the  iniquity.  Every  man  has  interwoven  bhis 
life  of  the  infimt  for  that  of  the  eVU,  and  all  the  stitntlon  a  moral  aenae  which  secretly 
lower  for  the  highest  and  best. 
"  Bat  b  thia  the  bit  period  of  natoe^  pro*                               *FMdy«a. 
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bim  whea  he  has  eommitted  an  atrociouf  action,  aa  an  emperor,  nor  the  sotitarj  retreats  to  whidi 
««»■  when  the  perpetration  of  the  crime  is  in-  be  retired,  could  ehield  him  from  the  accosationa 
known  to  hii|  fattow-men,  and  when  he  i«  placed  of  his  conscience,  bat  he  bimsrif  waa  forced  io 
in  eircumstancea  which  raise  him  alMve  the  fear  confess  the  mental  a^ics  he  endured  as  a  p«« 
oT human  punishment  There  bare  been  nume-  niahment  fbr  his  Crimea.— ^ndoeJbif  EpqthtmtB 
raus  individuals,  both  in  the  higher  and  lower  was  another  tyrant  remarkaUe  for  his  cruelty  and 
ruika  of  life,  who,  without  any  external  cause,  or  impiety.  He  laid  siege  to  the  city  of  Jerusalem, 
apprehension  of  punishment  from  men,  have  been  exercised  the  moat  horrid  cruelties  upon  its  inha- 
seixed  with  inward  terrors,  and  have  writhed  bitants,  slaughtered  forty  thousand  of  them  in 
imder  the  agonies  of  an  accusing  conscience,  three  days,  and  polluted,  in  the  moat  impious 
which  neither  the  charms  of  music,  nor  all  the  manner,  the  tefaiple,  and  the  wor^ip  of  the  God 
other  delights  of  the  sons  of  men,  had  the  least  of  IsraeL  Some  time  afterwards,  when  he  was 
power  to  assuage.  Of  the  truth  of  this  position,  breathing  out  curses  against  the  Jews  for  having 
the  Annals  of  history  fiiraiA  us  with  many  im-  restored  their  ancient  worship,  and  threatening  to 
pressive  examples.  The  fdlowing  may  sufiioe  destroy  the  whole  nation,  and  to  make  Jerasalean 
•8  specimens :—  the  common  pisce  of  sepuhnre  to  all  the  Jews^ 
While  BtUutaar  was  carouring  at  an  impioua  he  vras  seixed  with  a  grievous  torment  in  his  in* 
banquet  with  his  wiyes  and  concubines  and  a  ward  parts,  and  excessive  pangs  of  the  oolic, 
thousand  of  his  nobles,  the  i^tpearance  of  the  accompanied  with  such  terrors  as  no  remedicn 
fingers  of  a  man*s  hand,  and  of  tlM  writing  on  couM  assuage.  <<  Worms  crawled  from  eveiy 
an  opposite  wall,  threw  him  into  such  oonslema-  pArt  of  him  ;  his  flesh  fell  away  piece-meal,  and 
tion,  diat  his  thoughts  terrified  him,  the  girdles  the  stench  was  so  great  that  it  became  intoletw 
of  his  loins  were  loosed,  and  his  knees  smote  one  nble  to  the  whole  army ;  and  be  thus  finished  aa 
against  anodier.  His  terror,  in  such  circum-  impious  life,  by  a  miserable  death."!  Daring 
atanoes,  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  proceeded  this  disorder,  says  Pdybius,  he  was  troubled 
from  a  fear  of  man ;  for  be  was  surrounded  by  with  a  perpetual  delirium,  imagining  that  ^leo- 
Iris  guards  and  his  princes,  and  all  the  delights  of  tree  sto6d  continually  before  him,  repnmchiBg 
inusio,  and  of  a  splendid  entertainment.  "Sot  him  with  his  crime8.--49imilar  relations  are  gives 
did  it  arise  from  the  aentence  of  condemnation  by  historians,  of  Hend  who  slaughtered  HSn  in- 
written  <m  the  wall ;  for  he  was  then  ignorant  mots  at  BethWiem,  of  Galerius  Maximiamis  die 
both  of  the  writing  and  of  its  meanmg.  But  he  author  of  the  tenth  persecution  against  the 
was  conscious  of  the  wickedness  of  which  he  Christians,  of  the  infamous  Philip  II.  of  Spain, 
had  been  guilty,  and  of  the  sacrilegious  impiety  and  of  many  others  whose  names  stand  eonspi- 
in  vrhich  he  was  then  indulging,  and,  therefore,  cuous  on  the  rolls  of  impiety  and  crime, 
the  extraordinary  appearance  on  the  wall,  was  It  is  related  of  Charles  IX.  of  France,  wlw 
considered  as  an  awfiil  fbreboding  of  punishment  ordered  the  horrible  Bartholomew  massacre,  and 
from  that  almighty  and  invisible  Being  whom  he  assisted  in  his  bloody  tragedy,  that,  ever  after, 
had  offended.— T^&sriiM^  one  of  ihe  Roman  em-  be  had  a  fierceness  in  his  looks,  and  a  odoor  in 
perors,  was  a  gloomy,  treacherous,  and  cruel  his  chedn,  which  he  never  had  before )— tl^t  be 
tyrant.  The  lives  of  bis  people  became  the  sport  'lopt  tittle  and  never  sound ;  and  waked  freqoent- 
of  his  savage  disposition.  Barely  to  take  them  iy  in  great  agonies,  requiring  soft  music  to  oomh 
away  was  not  sufficient,  if  their  death  was  not  pono  him  to  rest ;  and  at  lengA  died  of  a  lingetw 
tormenting  and  atrocious.  He  ordered,  on  one  ing  disorder,  after  having  undergone  the  noat 
ooeasion,  a  general  massacre  of  all  who  were  exquisite  torments  both  of  hoSf  and  mind. 
detained  in  prison,  on  account  of  the  conspiracy  D*Aubigne  informs  us  that  Henry  IV.  freqoeni- 
of  Sejanus  his  minister,  and  heaps  of  carcasaea  Ij  told,  among  his  most  intimate  fiiends,  thai 
were  piled  up  in  the  public  places.  His  private  nig)it  days  after  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholin 
vices  and  debaucheries  were  also  incessant,  and  niew,  he  saw  a  vast  number  of  ravens  perch  and 
revolting  to  every  principle  of  decency  and  tiiv  croak  on  the  pavilion  of  the  Louvre ;  that  the 
tne.  Yet  this  tyrant,  while  acting  in  the  pleni-  same  night  Charles  IX.  after  he  had  been  two 
tude  of  bis  power,  and  imagining  himself  beyond  boors  in  bed,  sterted  u|^,  roused  his  grooau  of  ibe 
the  control  of  every  law,  had  his  mind  tortured  chamber,  and  sent  them  out  to  listen  to  a  great 
with  dreadful  apprehensions.  We  are  informed  noise  of  groans  in  the  air,  and  among  otfaera, 
by  TVMdif ,  that  in  a  letter  to  the  Senate,  he  b^om  furious  and  threatening  vmces,  the  wMe 
opened  the  inward  wounds  of  his  breast,  with  resembling  what  was  heard  on  the  night  of  the 
anch  words  of  despair  as  might  have  moved  pity  massacre ;  that  all  theae  various  cries  were  no 
in  those  who  were  under  the  continual  fear  of  bis  striking,  so  remarkable,  and  so  artieulate,  that 
tyranny.*   Neither  the  splendour  of  his  situation  Charles  believing  that  the  enemies  of  the  Moot* 

morendes  and  of  their  partisans  bad  sui|nineu 

.--.    .            ^   .                ,^^.  and  attacked  them,  sent  a  detaefaBMBt  of  hte 

*1Ibailum  non  fortnna,  non  soDtndlnes  proftege- 
tnat,  qnln  toraisnU  psetoils  suasque  pcsnas  ipsa 

f4teretur,  *o^— 21sc<lii»>  f  RoUin*! 
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flMfdt  to  preveir  thif  new  ■Mssaere.     It  b  not  how  to  ertinguMb,  nor  how  to  bear  th«  Siflot 

■otreelr  oec8«nr/  to  add,  that  the  iiit0Ui«eoee  of  "  the  candle  of  theLoid"  wiihinhim.    H?ii 

brought  from  Par*  proved  th«ee  apprehenaioiw  laid  to  have  left  the  world,  with  great  reluctaoce. 

to  be  groundless,  and  that  the  noisee  hoard,  most  under  terrihie  apprehenaioaa  of  a  dark  and  un- 

hftTo  been  the  fancifu]  creations  of  thfi  guOty  oon-  known  futuri^. 
science  of  the  king,  countenanced  by  the  ririd 

rsnienibrahce  of  thoee  around  him  of  the  horron  "  ^'^"|^fi°ce,  tbe  tortnrar  of  the  soul,  uueea, 

id  St.  BartholomAtv'a  d&v  5***"  fiercely  brandish  a  sharp  scoorge  within. 

^.    "rvr**T!r»     y '  t    ^    .         ,  5®^^  decrees  may  keep  our  tongues  in  aweT 

King  Richard  IH.  afler  be  had  murdered  his  |u'  to  onr  thouf  hts  what  edict  can  give  law  1 

bnocent  royal  nephews,  was  so  tormented  in  S™  ^2"  yo"*"?' »  your  own  breast  shalliell 
eooscience,  M  Sir  Tho^ms  More  report.  froIS  Y«'*'«»»^"*^«'«w'»«>'«»encebeyourh.»L 
the  gentlemen  of  his  bed  chamber,  that  he  had        Many  similar  examples  of  the  power  of  con- 
no  peace  or  quiet  in  himself,  but  always  carried  Kience  in  awakening  terrible  apprehensions  of 
it  as  if  some  imminent  danger  was  near  him.  futurity,  could  be  brought  forward  from  the  re- 
His  eyes  w«ro  always  whirling  about  on  this  cords  of  history  both  ancient  and  modem ; — ^and 
aide,  and  on  that  side ;  he  wore  a  shirt  of  mail,  then  can  be  no  question,  that,  at  the  present 
and  was  always  laying  his  hand  upon  his  dagger,  moment,  thero  aro  thousands  of  gay  spuits  im- 
looking  as  furiously  as  if  he  was  roady  to  strike,  mened  in  fashionable  dissipation,  and  profassing 
He  had  no  quiet  in  his  mind  by  day,  nor  oould  to  disregard  the  realities  of  a  future  world,  who, 
take  any  rest  by  night,  but,  molested  with  tern*  if  they  wouU  lay  open  their  inmost  thoughts, 
fying  dreams,  would  start  out  of  his  bed,  and  run  would  confess,  that  the  secret  dread  of  a  future 
like  a  distracted  man  about  the  chamber.*  retributiaai  is  a  spectra  which  fluently  hauntt 
This  sUto  of  mind,  in  reference  to  another  them  while  running  the  rounds  of  forbidden  ple^ 
case,  is  admirably  described,  in  the  following  aure,  and  embiuers  their  most  exquisito  eojcr- 
lines  of  Dryden.  mento. 

-Amldstyourtnunthlimiseenjudgewinwalt.  J^^.!!^Jl'^r!^TTJ^  "^.'•'^ 

Examine  hew  you  came  by  all  your  state ;  r  <^<*M<^>aice,  and  awful  forobodmgs  of  futurity, 

Upbraid  your  tropicus  pomp,  and  to  your  ear  if  there  be  no  existence  beyond  the  crave  7  esoe* 

Win  halloo,  rebel !  traitor  I  murderer  I  .  eiall  v  wh«i  w«  nnmtiAitr  th»t  »!.»•  «r  ♦!»«— TZi!! 

Voor  m^t  power,  wan  looks,  sad  caie  shaU  bring:  k     ^u!!:     u      oo""**"^*  to*tto«»y  of  those  who 

Known  but  by  discontent  to  be  a  King.  °^^^  ■'Mo  thus  tormented  have  occupied  stations 

81«m  ^  ^^J^IflZ?*  ""*»«■  ^»»n  ^»B.      ..  of  «nk  and  power,  which  raised  them  above  the 

Tou'U  Sit  and  brood  your  «irrows  on  a  throne."  fear  bf  punish^nl  from  man  ?    If  they  got  their 

Bessns  the  Peonian  being  reproached  with  "<=l>«(>tos  accomplished,  their  passions  gratified, 

ill  nature  for  pulling  down  a  nest  of  young  spaiw  *"^  ^^  persons  and  possessions  secured  from 

lows  and  killing  them,  answered,  that  he  had  ^*"iponl  danger,  why  did  they  feel  compunction 

reason  so  to  do,  *'  Because  these  little  birds  ne>  ^  *^*'™  ^  *^  prospect  of  futority  7  for  every 

?er  ceased  fabely  to  accuse  him  of  the  mur-  toental  disquietude  of  this  description  implies  a 

der  of  his  fiither."    This  parricide  had  been  til]  ^^**^  ^  something  future.    They  had  no  great 

then  concealed  and  unknown ;  but  the  revengftig  f®*f^  ^  he  afraid  even  of  the  Almighty  himself, 

fiu'y  of  conscience  caused  iL  to  be  discovered  ^  ^^  i^engeance  do  not  extond  beyond  the  pre- 

by  himself,  who  was  justly  to  suffer  for  it.  That  "^^  world.  They  beheld  the  physical  and  moral 

notorious  sceptic  and  semi-atheist,  Mr.  Hobbes,  ^^^  moving  onward  according  to  certain  fixed 

author  of  the  **  Levialhaa,"  had  been  the  means  ^^  immutable  laws.    They  beheld  no  miraclei 

cf  poisoning  many  young  gentlemen  and  ochera,  ^  ▼engeance->no  Almighty  arm  visibly  burling 

with  his  wicked  principles,  as  the  Earl  of  Ro-  ^,  thunderbolts  of  heaven  against  the  workers 

Chester  confessed,  with  extreme  compunction,  on  ®^  iniquity.   They  saw  that  one  event  happened 

his  death-bed.    It  was  remarlMd,  by  these  who  <»  all,  to  the  righteous  as  weU  as  to  the  wicked, 

narrowly  observed  his  conduct,  that  *<  though  in  *nd  that  death  was  an  evil  to  which  they  behoved 

«  humour  of  bravado  he  wouM  speak  strange  W>oitor  or  later  to  submit.    They  encountered 

and  unbecoming  things  of  Ood ;  yet  in  his  stu-  h<"^I«  armies  with  fbnitade,  and  beheld  all  the 

dy,  in  the  dark,  and  in  his  retired  thoughts,  ^'^^  apparatus  of  war  without  dismay.    Yet 

lie  trembled  before  him.''    He  could  not  endure  "^  ^^  '^^^^  retiremento,  in  their  fortified  rS- 

to  be  lefl  alone  in  an  empty  house.    He  could  ^'^^i  where  no  eye  but  the  eye  of  God  was 

not,  even  in  h^  old  age,  bear  any  discourse  of  ^"P^  ^^*>'>  ^>^  when  no  hostile  incursion  was 

death,  and  seemed  to  cast  off  all  dioughts  of  it«  apprehended,  they  Uwmbled  at  a  shadow,  and  fell 

He  could  not  bear  to  sleep  in  the  dark;  and  if  Ms  « thoueand  diaquieludes  from  the  repnMches  of 

candle  happened  togo  out  in  the  ni^,  he  would  *^  inward  monitor  which  they  oould  not  escape, 

awake  m  toner  and  amazement,«-a  plain  indica-  "^^^^  ^"HS*  •9pni  altofsther  inexplicable  if 

tion,  that  he  was  unable  to  bear  the  dismal  r»>  ^^^  ^  ^^  reU-ibution  beyond  die'srave. 

tf«;tKM^hisdarkanddesolatoniad,andknsw  We  are,  therefore,  irresistibly  Isd  to  the  eoo- 

dusion,  that  the  voice  of  cooseieoce,  fn  audi 

*  atowv  Annals  p.  4fiL  caMs,  isths  voice  of  God  dedtrinf  hit  abhoi^ 
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rwKM  of  wicked  de«di  and  the  puniihment  which  at  iti  appointed  time,  or  w«ne  the  HiMlf  m 
they  deserre,  and  that  hie  prwidence  preaidee  dash  one  against  another,  and  to  ran  Uwleswjr 
ov«^  the  actions  of  moral  agents,  and  gives  inii-  through  the  sky,  the  system  of  Nature  would  nm 
mationa  oT  the  future  destiny  of  thoee  haughty  into  confusion,  its  inhahitants  would  be  thrown  in- 
spirits who  obstinately  persist  in  their  trespasses,  to  a  sUle  of  anarchy,  and  deprived  of  all  their  cn- 
And^oonaequently,  as  the  peace  and  serenity  of  joymenis.  But,  in  consequence  of.  the  order 
virtuous  minds  are  preludes  of  nobler  enjoyments  which  now  prevails,  the  whole  presenU  lo  the  eye 
in  a  future  life,  so  those  tenors  which  now  assaU  of  inieUigence  an  admirable  display  of  beautr 
the  wicked  may  be  considered  as  the  beginnings  and  harmony,  and  of  infinUe  wisdom  and  design, 
of  that  misery  and  anguish  which  wiU  be  con-  In  like  manner,  if  we  attend  to  ihe  arrange- 
iommated  in  the  world  to  come,  in  the  case  of  ments  of  our  sublunary  sjstea— to  the  revolo- 
those  who  add  final  impenitenoe  to  all  their  other  tions  of  the  seasons,  the  oootm  of  the  tides,  tho 
^jgg^^^  motiona  of  the  rivers,  the  process  of  evaporai- 

tion,  the  periodical  changes  of  the  winds,  and 
■  the  physical  economy  of  the  animal  and  vegeta- 

ble  tribes — the  same  systematic  order  and  har- 
SECTION  ynL  mony  may  be  perceived. — ^In  the  cobstructioQ 

and  movements  of  the  human  fiume,  there  is  a 

OH  TBK  mso&DBSBD  STA.TX  OT  TH>  MORAL    Striking  display  of  systematic  order  and  beauty. 

WORLD,  WBBH  CORTRASTSD  WITH  TBB     Hundreds  oIf  musclos  ofdiffiirent  forms,  hundreds 

AEOVLAB  AND  SYSTEMATICAL  OBOBB  OT    of  boues  vsriously  articulated,  thousands  of  bo 

TBB  MATERIAL.  teal  and  lymphatic  vessels,  and  thousands  of 

veins  and  arteries  all  act  in  unison  every  mo- 
The  disordered  sUte  of  the  moral  worid,  con*  ment,  in  order  to  produce  IHe  and  enjoyment, 
trasted  with  the  regular  and  systentatical  order  Every  organ  of  sense  is  admirably  fitted  to  r»> 
of  the  material,  affords  a  strong  presumption  of  oeive  impressions  from  its  corresponding  objecta. 
another  state  in  which  the  moral  evils  which  The  eye  is  adapted  to  receive  the  impression  ol 
BOW  exist  will  be  corrected.  light,  and  light  is  adapted  to  the  peculiar  con- 

When  we  take  a  general  survey  of  die  great    straction  of  the  eye ;  the  ear  is  adapted  to  soondy 
&bric  of  the  universe,  or  contemplate  more  mi-    and  the  constitution  of  the  air  and  its  variotts 
Butety  any  of  its  subordinate  arrangements,  the     undulations  are  fitted  to  make  an  impresaion  on 
marks  of  beauty,  order  and  harmony,  are  stri-    the  tympanum  of  the  ear.    Even  in  the  con- 
kingly  apparent.    Every  thing  appears  in  its  pro-    struction  of  the  meanest  insect  we  pemwve  a 
per  place,  moving  onward  in  miyestic  order,  and    series  of  adaptations,  and  a  system  of  offganizar 
accompliriking  the  end  for  which  it  was  intended,     tkm  no  less  regular  and  admirable  than  tbooe  of 
bi  the  planetary  system,  the  law  of  gravitation    man  ^— and  as  much  care  appeara  to  be  beatow- 
is  found  to  operate  exactly  in  proportion  to  the    ed  in  bending  a  daw,  articulating  a  joint,  or 
square  of  the  distance,  and  the  squares  of  the  pe-    clasping  tlie  filaments  of  a  feather,  to  annwer  its 
riodio  times  of  the  planeti^  revolutions  round     intended  purpose,  as  if  it  were  the  only  object  on 
the  sun  are  exactly  proportionate  to  the  cubes  ol    which  the  Creator  was  employed. — ^Aad  it  ii 
dieir  distances.     Every  body  in  this  system  fin-    vrorthy  of  remark,  that  our  views  of  the  hnrmooy 
isbes  its  respective  revolution  in  exactly  the  same     and  order  of  the  material  world  become  nsore 
period  of  time,  so  as  not  to  deviate  a  single  mi-    admirable  and  solif/betory,  in  proportion  aa  om 
nutein  the  course  of  a  century.    The  annual  re.     knowledge  of  its  arrangements  is  enlarged  and 
v<dution  of  the  planet  Jupiter  was  ascertained  two     extended.     Whether  we  explore,  with  the  tele- 
oentiiries  ago,  U>  be  accomplished  in  4S80  days,     scope,  the  bodies  which  are  dispersed  througli 
14  hours,  27  minutes,  and  11  seconds,  and  his    the  boundless  regions  of  space,  or  pry,  by  the 
rotation  round  his  axis  in  9  hours,  M  minutes,     help  of  the  microscope,  into  the  misnlesft  parts 
and  these  revolutions  are  still  found  to  be  peN     of  nature,  we  perceive  traces  of  order,  and  ol  exp 
formed  in  exactly  the  same  times.    The  earth     qutsite  mechanism  and  design  which  excite  ad 
performs  its  diurnal  revolution,  from  one  centuiy     miration  and  wonder  in  every  contemplative 
to  another,  bringing  about  the  alternate  succes-    mind.    Before  the  invention  of  the  microooope, 
sion  of  daj  and  night  in  exactly  the  same  period  of    we  miglif  naturally  have  concluded,  that  aU  be- 
fS  hours,  56  minutes,  and  4  seconds.    Through-    yond  the  limits  of  natural  vision  was  a  noeBc  ef 
out  the  whole  of  this  system,  there  is  none  of  the    confusion,  a  diaotic  mass  of  atoms  without  life, 
bedim  of  which  it  is  composed  that  stops  in  its    form,  or  order;  but  we  now  clearly  pereeivr. 
motion,  or  deviatm  from  the  path  prescribed,     that  every  thing  is  regular  and  systemntie,  thai 
No  one  interqipts  another  in  its  course,  nor  in-    even  the  dust  on  a  butterfly's  wing,  every  dis- 
tarform  to  prevent  the  beneficial  influencm  of     tinct  particle  of  which  is  invisible  to  the  nake^ 
attractive  power,  or  of  light,  and  heat.    Were     eye,  consists  of  regularly  organixed  (anthers    ■ 
ll  ocherwise^were  the  earth  to  stop  in  its  di-    that  in  the  eye  of  a  small  insect,  ten  thniisaad 
omtl  fevohition,  and  delay  to  usher  fm  the  diwn     nicely  potiubed  g^ibdea  are  beiBtifaJy  niTnngad 
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Ml  a  msMptrant  net-worfc  within  the  oompan  of  ing  the  kinadoms  of  Eastern  Asia,  to  an  eitent 
c«ie>twentieth  of  an  inch — and  that  myriads  of  of  15  miUions*  of  square  miles,  beheading 
ItTing  beings  exist,  inyisible  to  the  unassisted  100,000  prisoners  at  once,  convulsijig  the  world 
sight,  with  bodies  as  curiously  organised,  and  with  terror,  and  utterly  exterminating  from  the 
as  nicely  adapted  to  their  situations  as  the  bodies  earth  fourteen  millions  of  human  beings.  At 
of  men  and  of  the  larger  animals.  So  that  the  one  period,  we  behold  the  ambition  and  jealousy 
whole  frame  of  the  material  world  presenu  a  of  JtfiartM  and  8yUa  embroiling  the  Romans  in 
scene  of  infinite  wisdom  and  intelligence,  and  a  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  deluging  the  city 
display  of  systematic  order,  beauty,  and  propon*  of  Rome  fi>r  five  days  with  the  blood  of  her  citi- 
tion.  Every  thing  bears  the  marks  of  6en«t)o-  zens,  transfixing  the  heads  of  her  senators  with 
Umi  design,  and  is  calculated  to  produce  happH  poles,  and  dragging  their  bodies  to  the  Forum  to 
ness  in  sentient  beings.  be  devoured  by  dogs.  At  another,  we  behold  a 
On  the  other  hand,  when  we  take  a  survey  of  iViero  trampling  <m  the  laws  of  natore  and  socie- 
Ihe  moral  world  in  all  the  periods  of  its  history,  ty,  plunging  into  the  most  abominable  debauche- 
we  perceive  throughout  almost  eveiy  part  of  its  ries,  practising  cruelties  which  fiU  the  mind  with 
extent,  an  inextricable  maxe,  and  a  scene  of  horror,  murdering  his  wiie  Octavia,  and  his 
dashing  and  confusion,  which  are  directly  op-  mother  Agrippina,  insulting  Heaven  and  man- 
posed  to  the  harmony  and  order  which  pervade  kind  by  offering  up  thanksgivings  to  the  gods  on 
^  material  system.  When  we  take  a  retro-  the  perpetrationeof  these  crimes,  and  setting 
•pective  view  of  the  moral  state  of  mankind,  fire  to  RcMne,  that  he  might  amuse  himself  with 
ihnring  the  ages  that  are  past,  what  do  we  behold,  the  universal  terror  and  despair  which  that  ca^ 
but  a  revolting  scene  of  perfidy,  avarice,  injus-  lamily  in^ired.  At  one  epoch,  we  behold  the 
tice,  and  revenge,— of  wars,  rapine,  devastation,  Gk>ths  and  Vandals  rushing  like  an  overflowing 
and  bloodshed ;  nation  rising  against  nation,  one  torrent,  from  east  to  west,  and  fixxn  north  to 
empire  dashing  against  another,  tyrants  ezercia-  sonth,  sweeping  before  them  every  vestige  of 
log  the  most  horrid  cruelties,  superstition  and  civilization  and  art,  butchering  all  within  their 
idolatry  immolating  millions  of  victims,  and  a  reach  wiihont  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  and 
net  of  desperate  villains,  termed  htroM,  prowling  marking  their  path  with  rapine,  desolation,  and 
ever  the  worM,  turning  firuitful  fields  into  a  wil-  carnage.  At  another,  we  behold  the  emissaries 
derness,  burning  towns  and  villages,  phmdering  of  the  Romish  Sre  slaughtering,  without  dis- 
palaces  and  temples,  drendting  the  earth  with  tinciion  or  mercy,  the  mild  and  pious  Albigen- 
human  gore,  and  erecting  thrones  on  the  ruins  ses,  and  transforming  their  peaeefiil  abodes  into 
of  nations?  Here  we  belwld  an  Alesromfer,  with  a  scene  of  universal  consternation  and  horror, 
liis  numerous  armies,  driving  the  ploughshare  of  while  the  inquisition  is  torturing  thousands  of 
destruction  throu|^  surrounding  nations,  levelling  devoted  victims,  men  of  piety  and  virtue,  and 
eitiea  with  the  dust,  and  massacrug  their  inol^  committing  their  bodies  to  the  flames, 
ieosive  inhabitants  in  order  to  gratify  a  mad  At  one  period  of  the  worid,t  almost  the  whde 
ambition,  and  to  be  eulogised  as  a  hero, — Ihert  earth  appeared  to  be  litde  else  than  one  great 
we  behold  a  Jlferares,  fired  with  pride  aixl  with  field  of  battle,  in  which  the  human  race  seemed 
the  lust  of  dominion,  leading  forward  an  army  of  to  be  threatened  with  utter  extermination.  The 
three  millions  of  infatuated  wretches  to  be  Vandals,  Huns,  Sarmatians,  Alans,  and  Suevi, 
slaughtered  by  the  victorious  and  indignant  were  ravaging  Gaul,  Spain,  Germany,  and  other 
Greeks.  Hert  we  behold  an  Alarkf  with  his  parts  of  the  Roman  empire;  the  Gt>tha  were 
barbaroiM  hordes,  ravaging  the  southern  coun-  phmdering  Rome,  and  laying  waste  the  cities  of 
tries  of  Europe,  ovortuming  the  most  splendid  Italy ;  the  Saxons  and  Angles  were  overrunning 
vonnments  of  art,  pillaging  the  metropofis  of  Britain  and  ovectuming  the  government  of  the 
the  Roman  empire,  and  deluging  its  streets  and  Romans.  The  armies  of  Justuian  and  of  the 
houses  with  ths  Uood  of  the  slain,-- tftere  we  Huns  and  Vandals  were  desolating  Africa,  and 
behold  a  Tamertans  overrunning  Persia,  India,  butchering  mankind  by  millions.  The  whole 
and  other  regions  of  Asia,  cat  ry ing  slaughter  and  forces  (^  Scythia  were  rushing  with  irresistible 
devastation  in  his  train,  and  displaying  his  spor-  impulse  on  the  Roman  empire,  desolating  the 
Uve  cruelty,  by  pounding  three  or  four  thousand  countries,  and  aknost  exterminating  the  inhabU 
peopie  at  a  time  in  large  mortars,  and  buildmg  tants  wherever  they  came.  The  Persian  armies 
their  bodies  with  bricks  and  mortar  into  a  wall,  were  pilbgtog  Hieiapolis,  Aleppo,  and  the  sur^ 
On  the  one  hand,  we  behold  six  millions  of  rounding  cities,  and  reducing  them  to  ashes ;  and 
Crymdtn  marching  in  wild  confusion  through  were  laying  waste  all  Asia,  from  the  Tigris  to 
the  eastern  parts  of  Europe,  devouring  every  the  Bosphorus.  The  Arabians  under  Mahomet 
tiling  before  them,  like  an  army  of  locusts,  ^.„^        __.     #  .    ^*    «.     •.         ..n,^ 

massacring  the  inhabitants  of  Western  Asia  Isagues  from  east  to  west,  and  a  thousand  fton 

•Uh  uAjn.1  *«,.    On  th.  «h«  h«d.  w.  b..  '^fi^S^SSS^'lSSiS^SSIil^^ 

told  the  immense  forces  of  •/en^Ais  JTan  ravag-  Christian  era. 
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aod  hif  mooanon  were  extending  their  conqoeste  to  our  view,  fe«turefl  which  mn  directly  oppovto 

over  Syria,  Palestine,  Pertia,  and  India,  on  the  to  every  thing  we  should  expect  to  contemplate 

east,  and  over  Egypt,  Barbary,  Spain,  and  the  in  a  work)  of  systematic  (Mrder,  harmooy,  and 

islands  of  the  Mediterranean,  on  the  west ;  cut-  lore.    If  we  cast  our  eyes  towards  Ada  we  shall 

ting  in  pieces  with  their  swords  all  the  enemies  find  the  greater  part  of  five  hundred  milKons  of 

q£  Islamism.    In  j^tirops,  every  kingdom  was  human  beings  inrohred  in  political  coounotioasi 

ihattered  to  its  centre ;  in  the  Mahommedan  em-  immersed  in  vice,  ignorance,  and  idolatry,  and 

pire  in  Ana,  the  Caliphs,  Sultans,  and  Emin  groaning  under  the  lash  of  tyrannicai  despots, 

were  waging  contkiual  wars ; — new  sovereignties  In  Persia,  the  craelty  and  granny  of  its  nileia 

were  daily  rising,  and  daily  destroyed ;  and  Af"  have  transformed  many  of  its  most  fertile  pro* 

rico  was  rapidly  depopulating,  and  verging  U>-  vinces  into  scenes  of  desolation.     In  Turkey, 

wards  desolation  and  barbarism.  the  avarice  and  fiend-like  cruelty  of  the  Grand 

Amidst  this  universal  clashing  of  nations,  Seignior  and  his  Bashaws  have  drenched  the 
when  the  whole  earth  became  one  theatre  of  shores  of  Greece  with  the  Mood  of  thousandsi 
bloody  revolutions,— scenes  of  horror  were  die-  turned  Palestine  into  a  wilderness,  and  rendered 
played,  over  whic^  historians  wished .  to  draw  a  Syria,  Armenia,  and  Kurdistan  scenes  of  injas- 
veil,  lest  they  should  transmit  an  example  of  tice  aiad  rapine.  In  China  and  Japan  a  spirit 
inhumanitv  to  succeeding  ages— the  most  fertile  of  pride  and  jealousy  prevents  the  harmonions 
and  pofuSooM  provinces  were  converted  into  intercourse  of  other  branches  of  the  human  fe- 
deseits,  overspread  with  the  sdaltered  ruins  of  mily,  and  infuses  a  coldblooded  selfishness  inls 
villages  and  cities— every  thing  was  wasted  and  the  breasts  of  their  inhabitants)  and  a  contempt 
destroyed  with  hostile  croelty---famine  raged  to  of  surrounding  nations.  Throughout  Tartaiy, 
such  a  degree  that  the  living  were  constrained  to  Arabia,  and  Siberia,  numerous  hostile  tribes  are 
feed  on  the  dead  bodies  of  their  fellow-citizens-  inceesantly  prowling  among  deserts  and  forests 
prisoners  were  tortured  with  the  most  exquisite  in  quest  of  plunder,  so  that  travellers  are  ia  con* 
cruelty,  and  the  more  ilhistrious  they  were,  the  tinual  danger  of  being  either  robbed,  m  murder- 
more  barbarously  were  thev  insulted— cities  were  ed,  or  dragged  into  captivity. — If  we  turn  oar 
left  without  a  living  inhabitant — public  buildings  eyes  upon  AfrieOf  we  behold  human  nature  sunk 
which  resisted  the  violence  of  the  flames  were  into  a  stale  of  the  deepest  degradation — ^the  states 
levelled  with  the  ground— every  art  and  science  of  Barbary  in  incessant  hostile  eosomotions,  and 
was  abandoned — the  Roman  empire  was  shattei^  plundering  neighbouring  nations  both  by  sea  sad 
ed  to  its  centre  and  its  power  annihilated — ava*  land— the  petty  tyrants  of  Dahomy,  Benin,  Aa- 
rice,  perfidy,  hatred,  treachery,  and  malevolence  hantee,  Congo,  and  Angola,  waging  inoessaal 
reigned triuii4)hant;  and  virtue, benevolence, and  vrars  with  neighbouring  tribes,  BinnMscring 
eveiy  moral  princi(^e  were  trampled  under  foot,  their  prisooera  in  cold  blood,  and  decoratkig  dteir 

Such  scenes  of  carnage  and  desolation  have  palaces  with  their  skuDs— while  other  degraded 
been  displayed  to  a  certain  extent  and  almost  hordes,  in  conjunction  with  civilised  nations,  ait 
without  intermission,  during  the  whole  period  of  carrying  on  a  traffic  in  man-stealing  and  davety, 
this  world's  history.  For  the  page  of  tlie  histo*  which  hss  stained  the  human  c&ra4:ter  with 
riaui  whether  ancient  or  modem,  presents  to  our  crimes  at  which  humanity  shudders.— If  we  ton 
view  little  more  than  revolting  details  of  ambi-  our  eyes  towards  AmerioOf  we  shall  find  that  war 
tious  conquerors  carrying  ruin  and  devastation  and  hostile  incursions  are  the  principal  eupk)y 
in  their  train,  of  proud  despots  trampling  on  the  menlB  of  their  native  tribes,  and  that  the  malig* 
rights  of  mankind,  of  cities  turned  into  ruinous  nity  of  infernal  demons,  is  displayed  in  the  tor- 
heaps,  of  countries  desolated,  of  massacres  per-  tures  they  inflict  upon  the  prisoaen  taken  in 
petrated  with  infernal  cruelty,  of  nations  dashing  battle,  while  anardiy,  intolerance,  and  pc^iiical 
one  against  another,  of  empires  wasted  and  de-  commotions,  still  agitate  a  great  proportion  of 
stroyed,  of  political  and  religious  dissensions,  its  more  civilized  inhabitants. — If  we  take  a  sui^ 
and  of  the  general  progress  of  injustice,  immo-  vey  of  the  Eastern  Ardiipelago,  and  of  the  id- 
rality,  and  crime.  Compared  with  the  details  on  ands  whidi  are  scattered  over  the  Pacific  Oceaa, 
these  subjects,  all  the  other  fects  which  have  oo-  we  shall  behold  immense  groups  of  human  beings, 
curred  in  the  history  of  mankind  are  considered  instead  oi  living  in  harmony  and  affection,  dii^ 
by  the  historian  as  nwrs  inSerhidt*  in  the  great  playing  the  most  ferocious  dispositions  towards 
drama  of  the  world,  and  almost  unworthy  of  each  other,  hurting  stones,  spean  and  darts  on 
being  recorded.  every  stranger  who  attempts  to  huMl  upon  their 

Were  we  to  take  a  survey  of  the  moral  worid  coasts;  offering  up  human  sacrifices  to  their  in* 

as  it  now  stands,  a  similar  prospect,  on  the  whole,  feraal  deities,  and  feasting  with  dell|gbt  on  the 

woukl  be  presonted  to  our  view.    Though  the  flesh  and  blood  of  their  enemiM. 
shades  nf  depravity  with  which  it  is  overspread        If  we  direct  our  attention  towards  £vnp€t  the 

are  not  so  thick  and  dark,  nor  its  commotions  so  most  tranquil  and  civilised  portion  of  the  globe  ■■ 

nnmeroQs  and  violent  as  in  ancient  times,  yet  even  hen  we  shall  behold  numerous  syn^Nosss  of 

I'm  Mpoctof  every  natioB  under  heaven prssents  political  anarchy  and  moral  disordw.   Pnriif 


PROOFS  FROM  THE  LIGHT  OF  NATURE.  S9 


Ihs  bit  thirty  yean,  almost  every  nation  in  thU  fomenting  inceesant  inium«tiooi,— 4he 

quarter  of  the  world  baa  been  convulsed  to  its  engaged  in  a  contest  for  liberty,  surroundeo 

oantre,  and  become  the  scene  of  hostile  comnx>-  with  blood-thirsty  antagonists,  arid  slaughterdd 

tions,  of  revolutions,  and  of  garments  rolled  m  without  mercy, — ^Portugal  the  scene  of  intestine 

blood.     We  have  beheld  France  thrown  from  a  broils  and  revciuiions,— Spain  under  the  control 

Mate  of  aristocratical  (yranny  and  priestly  do-  of  a  silly  priestnidden  tyrant,  to  gratify  whose 

mination  into  a  state  of  po^ar  anarchy  and  lust  of  absolute  power,  thousands  of  human 

confusion — her  ancient  institutions  razed  to  the  beings  have  been  sacriiBced,  and  hnndreds  of 

r*>ound,  her  princes  and  nobles  banished  from  eminent  patriots  exiled  from  their  native  land, — 

Eer  territories,  and  her  most  celebrated  philoscH  the  Inquisition  torturing  its  unhappy  victims, — 

phers,  m  company  with  the  vilest  miscreants,  the  Romish  church  thundering  its  anathemas 

perishing   under  the   stroke  of  the  guillotine,  against  aD  who  are  oppoeed  to  its  interests, — 

We  have  beheld  a  Buonaparte  ridmg  in  triumph  the  various  sectaries  d  Protestanu  engaged  in 

through  the  nations  over  heaps  of  slain,  scat-  mutual  recriminations  and  oontentions,'-and  the 

taring    *'  firebrands,   arrows,  and  death,"  and  princes  and  sovereigns  on  the  Continent  almost 

producing    universal  commotion  wherever  he  all  combined  to  oppose  the  progress  of  liberty, 

appeared ;  overturning  governments,  <*  changing  and  to  prevent  the  improvement  of  the  human 

times,"  undermining  the  thrones  of  emperorsi  mind. 

and  setting  up  kings  at  his  pleasure.  We  have  If  we  come  nearer  home,  and  take  a  view  of 
beheld  his  successors  again  attempting  to  en-  the  every-day  scenes  which  meet  our  eye,  what 
twine  the  chains  of  tyranny  around  the  necks  do  we  behold  ?  A  mixed  scene  of  bustling  and 
of  their  subjects,  and  to  hurl  back  the  moral  confusion,  in  which  vice  and  malevolence  are 
world  into  the  darkness  which  over^iread  the  most  conspicuous,  and  most  frequently  triumph** 
aataoos  during  the  reign  of  Papal  superstition,  ant.  When  we  contemplate  the  present  aspect 
We  have  beheld  Poluid  ton  in  piecea  by  the  of  society,  and  consider  the  prominent  disposi- 
insatiable  fangs  of  Russia,  Austria,  and  Pru»-  tions  and  principles  which  actuate  the  majority 
sia,  her  fields  drenched  with  blood,  her  patriots  of  mankind, — the  boundless  avaricious  desires 
slaughtered,  and  her  name  blotted  out  from  the  which  prevail,  and  the  base  and  deceitful  means 
list  of  nations.  We  have  behekl  Moscow  by  which  they  are  frequently  gratified — the 
anvrioped  in  flames,  its  houses,  churches,  and  unnatural  contentions  which  arise  between  hus- 
palaoea  tumbled  into  ruina,  the  blackened  car-  bands  and  wives,  fathers  and  chiklren,  brothers 
cases  of  its  inhabitants  blended  with  the  frag-  and  sisters  the  jealousies  which  subsist  betv^en 
nents,  and  the  road  to  Smolensko  covered  widi  those  of  the  same  profession  or  employment — 
the  shattered  remains  of  carriages,  muskets,  the  bitterness  and  malice  with  which  law-«uits 
breast-plates,  helmets,  and  garments  strewed  in  are  commenced  and  prosecuted— the  malevolence 
every  direction,  and  thousands  of  the  dying  and  and  caballing  which  attend  electioneering  oon- 
the  dead  heaped  one  li^ion  another  in  horrible  tests — the  brawliogs,  fightings,  and  altercations, 
confusion,  and  swimming  in  blood.  We  have  which  so  frequen Uy  occur  in  our  streets,  ale- 
beheld  the  demon  of  war  raging  at  Borodino,  bouses,  and  taverns — and  the  thefts,  robberies, 
Austerlitz,  the  Tyrol,  Wihia,  Smolensko,  Tn^  and  murders,  which  are  daily  committed, — when 
fttlgar,  Camperdown,  Eylau,  Jena,  La  Vendeoi  we  contemplate  the  hau^tiness  and  oppressioQ 
Cadiz,  Warsaw,  Friedland,  Talavera^  Sebas-  of  the  great  and  powerful,  and  the  insubordina* 
*tian,  Lutzen,  Leipsic,  and  Waterloo,  demo-  tion  of  the  k>wer  ranks  of  society — when  we  see 
Ushing  cities,  desolating  provinces,  and  blending  widows  and  orphans  suffering  injustice ;  the 
the  carcasses  of  horses  and  cattle  with  the  virtuous  persecuted  and  oppressed ;  meritorious 
mangled  remains  of  millions  of  human  beings,  diaracters  pining  in  poverty  and  indigence ; 
We  have  beheld  Spain  and  Portugal  thrown  into  fools,  profligates,  and  tyranU,  rioting  in  wealth 
anarchy  and  commotion,  and  become  the  scenes  and  abundance ;  generous  actions  unrewarded ; 
of  bloody  revohitions — Turkey  waging  war  with  crimes  unpuniiihed ;  and  the  vilest  of  men  raised 
religion  and  liberty— €rTvece  overrun  with  blood-  to  stations  of  dignity  and  honour^— we  cannot  but 
thirsty  Mahometans,  and  her  shores  and  islands  adroit,  that  the  moral  workl  presents  a  scene  of 
the  theatre  of  the  most  sanguinary  contests.  discord  and  disorder,  which  mar  both  the  sensi- 

And  what  do  we/iM<  n&w  behold  when  we  tive  and  inteUectual  enjoyments  of  mankmd.^ 

east  our  eyes  on  surrounding  nations  1    Russia  Such,  then,  are  the  moral  aspecto  of  our  worU, 

pushing  forward  her  numerous  armies  into  the  and  the  disorders  which  have  prevailed  during 

co^es  of  Perm  fbf  Ae  pjiijoj»rfdepijadati«  twelve  hundred  ears  of  the  Cheeks.  sMitty  the  0^» 

and  slaughter,— the  Grand  Seignior  ruling  hia  j^jq  p^cha  to  Constantinople,  aAer  the  taking  of 

subjects  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  decoratinf  the  Ipsara,  were  exposed  on  the  nte  of  the  amagUo, 

^tsmtS  hi*  mIam  mith  hnnAr»Au  nf  fK«  KmA»  OH  the  toih  of  Joly,  With  the  fo.lowlof  Inscription  i 

gates  or  his  palace  with  Hundreds  of  the  beads  „  ^^  ,^  ^^^^  ^^  ^,^  ^  ^^  Mnwolmans.  and 

and  ears  of  his  enemies,*  while  hu  Janizaries  are  the  detestable  rebels  of  Ipsara  are  extlrpatsd  fkom 

the  fttce  of  the  workl,'^  Ac    It  was  added,  -Jm 

*  In  a  commvnJeatlon  tnm  Odessa,  datsd  Angost  friendly  powers  have  eongntnlatad  tbe  BiAllai 

i^ltM,ttwaa  stated,  thatthaflvQhnadied  heads  and  Porta  on  this  vktoqr/* 
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treiy  period  of  itf  hwtorj.    They  eridendy  «  niMLn  part  of  the  great  plan  of  God's  morel  f^ 

present  a  striking  eootrast  to  the  beauty  and  ?emiiient— the  eonunenoeinent  of  a  series  of 

harmooy  which  pervade  the  general  constitution  dlspensationa  to  be  completed  in  a  fiitore  scene 

of  the  material  sygtem— to  the  majestic  more-  of  existence,  in  which  his  loisdom,  as  wdl  as  all 

ments  of  the  planetary  orbs,  the  regular  suoces-  his  other  attributes,  wiHbe  fiiUy  displayed  before 

sion  of  day  and  night,  and  the  vicissitudes  of  the  eyes  of  his  intelligent  ofispring.    If  thiscon- 

Che  seasons ;  the  changes  of  the    moon,   the  elusion  be  admitted)  it  is  easy  to  oooceive,  how 

ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  sea ;  the  admirable  the  moral  disorders  which  now  exist  may  be  reo- 

fiinctions  of  the  human  system ;  and  the  harmo-  tified  in  a  future  world,  and  the  intelligent  uni- 

nious  adaptations  of  light  and  heat,  air  and  verse  restored  to  harmony  and  happioeas,  and 

water,  and  the  various  objects  in  the  mineral  and  how  those  moral  dispensations  which  now  appear 

vegetable  kingdoms  to  the  wants  and  the  oomfiwt  dark  and  mysterious,  will  appear  illustrative  of 

of  animated  beings.    And  can  we,  for  a  moment,  divine  wisdom  and  intelligenoe,  when  ctrntem* 

suppose  that  this  scene  of  moral  disorder  and  plated  as  parts  of  one  grand  system,  which  is  to 

anarchy  was  the  ultimate  end  for  which  the  run  parallel  in  duration  with  eternity  itseUl  But, 

material  system  was  created  ?    Can  we  suppose  if  this  be  rejected,  the  moral  worid  presents  to 

that  the  earth  is  every  moment  impelled  in  its  our  view  an  inextricabk)  maze,  a  diaos,  a  scons 

annual  and  diurnal  course  by  the  hand  of  Omni-  of  interminable  confusion,  and  no  prospect  a|H 

potence— that  it  presents  new  beauties  every  pears  q€  its  being  ever  restored  to  harmony  and 

opening  spring — brings  forth  the  treasures  of  order.     The    condnct   of  the   Deity    appears 

autumn,  and  displays  so  many  sublime  and  van-  shrouded  in  impenetrable  darkness ;  and  there 

Cgated  landsci^ies— that  the  sua  diffiises  his  is  no  resisting  of  the  conclusion,  that  imperfeo- 

Bght  over  all  its  regions,  that  the  moon  cheers  tipn  and  foHy  are  the  characteristics  of  the  AK 

tfae  idiades  of  night,  and  the  stars  adorn  the  ca-  mighty— a  conclusion   from   which   the  mind 

Bopy  of  the  sky,  from  one  generation  to  another  shrinlu^ack  with  horror,  and  which  can  never 

nserely  that  a  set  of  robbers  and  desperadoes,  be  admitted  by  any  rational  being  who  recognises 

and  the  murderers  of  nations,  might  prowl  over  a  supreme  intelligence  presiding  ovsr  the 

liie  worki  for  the  purpose  of  depredation  and  of  the  universe, 

slaughter,  that  tyrants  might  gratify  their  mad  .»_- 
ambition,  that  vice  might  triumph,  that  virtue 

might  be  disgraced,  that  the  laws  of  moral  order  SECTION  IX. 
might  be  trampled  under  foot,  and  that  the  suc- 
cessive generations  of  mankind  might  mingle  in  oir  ths  UHsqvAL  uuTBXBUTioa   or 
this  bustling  and  discordant  scene  for  a  few  wards  amd  PuviSBMsirrs  iv  ths  pas- 
years,  and  then  sink  for  ever  into  the  shades  of  seht  stats. 
aonihilatipn  ?    Yet  such  a  conclusion  we  are 

obliged  to  admit,  if  there  is  no  future  state  in  The  unequal  distributioo  of  rewards  and  po- 
which  the  present  disorders  of  the  moral  worid  nishments  in  the  present  state,  viewed  in  con- 
will  be  corrected,  and  the  plan  of  the  divine  go-  nexion  with  the  justice  and  other  attributes  of 
vemmentmora  folly  developed.  And  if  this  con-  the  Deity,  forms  another  powerful  argument  in 
dusion  be  admitted,  how  shall  we  be  able  to  support  of  the  doctrine  of  a  fiiture  state, 
perceive  or  to  vindicate  the  vnadom  of  the  Gre-  It  is  admitted,  to  a  certain  extent,  that  "  vii^ 
ator  in  his  moral  administration  ?  We  account  tue  is  its  own  reward,  and  vice  its  own  poniflh- 
it  folly  in  a  human  being  when  he  constructs  a  ment.**  The  natural  tendency  of  virtue,  or  as 
machine,  either  for  no  purpose  at  all,  or  for  no  obedience  to  the  laws  of  God,  is  to  prodnee  hap- 
gpod  purpose,  or  for  the  promotion  of  mischief,  piness ;  and  were  it  universally  practised,  it 
And  bow  can  we  avoid  ascribing  the  same  im*  would  produce  the  greatest  degree  of  happiness 
perfection  to  the  Deity,  if  the  present  state  of  of  which  human  nature  in  the  present  state  is 
the  moral  world  be  the  ultimate  end  of  all  his  susceptible.  In  like  manner,  die  natural  ten- 
physical  arrangements?  But  hii  wisdom  is  dency  of  vice  is  to  produce  misery;  and  were  its 
most  strikingly  displayed  in  the  adaptations  and  prevalence  universal  and  uncontrolled,  the  world 
arrangements  whidi  relate  to  the  moterial  sys-  would  be  transformed  into  a  society  of  denoos, 
tem,^«nd  a  Being  possessed  of  boundless  inteU  and  every  species  of  happiness  banished  from 
ligence  must  necessarily  be  supposed  to  act  m  the  abodes  of  men.  By  connocting  happiness 
eonsisteiuy  with  himself.  He  cannot  display  with  the  observance  of  his  laws,  and  misery  with 
wisdom  in  the  material  system,  and  folly  in  those  the  violation  of  them,  the  Qoveraor  of  the  worid, 
arrangements  which  pertain  to  the  world  of  mind,  in  the  gentrci  count  of  his  providence,  gives  a 
To  suppose  the  contrary,  would  be  to  divest  him  display  of  the  rectitude  of  his  character,  and  ibe 
of  his  moral  attributes,  aind  even  to  call  in  ques-  impartiality  of  his  allotments  towards  the  snb* 
tioB  his  very  existence.  jeets  of  his  govemnjbnt. 

We  are  therefore  necessarily  led  to  oonclude,  But,  although  these  positions  hold  troe,  b  ih^ 

the  DressDX  suue  of  the  moral  worU  is  onlf  general  ooune  of  homaa  aflaira,  there  ire 
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meniblo  casM  in  which  the  jaitiM  of  God,  and  honied  for  heresj,  thoir  trees  to  be  rooted  op^ 
die  trnpertiali^ofhis  proeedure,  would  be  liable  and  dieir  hooeei  to  be  razed  to  the  ground, 
to  be  impeached,  if  this  world  were  the  only  Afterward!  a  violent  persecution  commeneed 
•cepe  of  rewarda  and  puniahmenU.  We  behold  againat  the  whole  of  this  intenesting  people,  and 
a  poor  Biarrittg  wretch,  whom  hunger  has  im-  an  army  of  banditti  was  sent  to  carry  the  hellish 
pelled  to  break  open  a  bouse,  in  order  to  satisfy  purpose  mto  eflect.  The  soldiers  b#gan  with 
bia  craving  appetite,  or  to  relieve  the  wants  of  a  massacring  the  old  men,  women,  and  chiklreui 
helpless  family,  dragged  with  ignominy  to  the  all  having  fled  who  were  abte  to  fly  ;  and  then 
scafibld,  to  suffer  death  for  his  offence.  We  b^  proceeded  to  bum  their  houses,  barns,  com,  and 
hold,  at  the  same  time,  the  very  tyrant  by  whose  whatever  else  appertained  to  them.  In  the  town 
order  the  sentence  was  ezecutedf  who  has  plun-  of  Gabriere  siziy  men  and  thirty  women,  who 
dered  provinces,  and  murdered  millions  of  human  had  surrendered  upon  promise  of  life,  were  hut- 
beings,  who  has  wounded  the  peace  of  a  thousand  chered  each*  of  them  without  mercy.  Some 
families,  anJ  produced  universal  consternation  women,  who  had  taken  sefuge  in  a  church,  were 
and  despair  wherever  he  appeared>-regaling  dragged  out  and  burnt  alive.  Twenty-two  vil- 
himself  in  the  midst  of  his  favourites,  in  perfect  lagea  were  reduced  to  ashes ;  and  that  populous 
security  from  human  punishments.  Instead  of  and  flourishing  district  was  again  turned  into  a 
being  loaded  with  fetters,  and  dragged  to  a  dun-  cheerless  desert.  Tet,  afler  all  these  atrocitiet 
geon,  to  await  in  hopeless  agony  the  punishment  had  been  committed,  the  proud  pampered  priests, 
of  his  crimes,  he  dwells  amidst  all  the  luxuries  at  wh<Me  instigation  this  prosecution  was  cooh 
and  splendours  of  a  palace ;  his  favour  is  courted  menced,  were  permitted  to  live  in  splendour,  to 
by  surrounding  attendants ;  his  praises  are  chant-  exult  over  the  victims  of  their  cruelty,  to  revel 
ed  by  orators  and  poets ;  the  story  of  his  exploits  in  palaces,  and  to  indulge  in  the  most  shameful 
is  engraved  in  brass  and  marble ;  and  historiaiu  debaucheries.— If  the  present  be  the  only  state 
stand  ready  to  transmit  bis  fame  to  future  gen^  of  punishments  and  rewards,  how  shall  we  vin- 
rations.  How  does  the  equity  of  the  divine  go-  dicate  the  rectitude  of  the  Almighty,  in  such 
vemment  appear,  in  such  cases,  in  permitting  an  dispensations  7 

twdue  punishment  to  be  inflicted  on  the  least  of-  In  the  reign  of  Louis  XIY.  and  by  the  orders 

fender,  and  in  k)ading  the  greatest  miscreant  of  that  despot,  the  Protestants  of  Franee  ware 

with  unmerited  enjoyments  ?  treated  with  the  most  wanton  and  diabolical  oro- 

Again,  in  almost  every  period  of  the  world,  elty.    Their  houses  were  rifled,  their  wives  and 

we  behold  men  of  pie^  and  virtue  who  have  daughters  ravished  before  their  eyes,  and  their 

suffered  the  most  unjust  and  cruel  treatment  from  bodies  forced  to  endure  all  the  torments  that  in- 

ihe  hands  of  haughty  tyrants  and  blood-thirsty  genious  malice  couU  contrive.    His  dragoons 

persecutors.    It  would  require  volumes  to  de-  who  were  employed  in  this  infrmous  expedi- 

seribe  the  instruments  of  cruelty  which  have  tion,  polled  them^by  the  hair  of  their  heads, 

been  invented  by  these  fiend*like  monsters^  and  plucked  the  nails  of  Uieir  fingers  and  toes,  pridi- 

the  excruciaiing  torments  which  have  been  en-  ed  their  naked  bodies  with  pms,  smcAed  them  in 

dured  by  the  vicffms  of  iheir  tyranny,  while  their  chimneys  with  wisps  of  wet  straw,  threw 

justice  seemed  to  slumber,  and  the  perpetrators  them  into  fires  and  heU  them  till  they  were  al- 

were  permitted  to  exult  in  their  crimes.    The  most  burnt,  shing  them  into  wells  of  water,  dip- 

Waklenses,  who  lived  retired  from  the  rest  of  ped  them  into  ponds,  took  hold  of  them  with  red 

the  world,  among  the  bleak  recesses  of  the  Alps,  hot  pincers,  cut  and  slashed  them  with  knives, 

were  a  people  distinguished  for  piety,  industry,  and  beat  and  tormented  them  to  death  in  a  most 

and  the  practice  of  every  moral  virtue.    Their  immerciful  and  cruel  manner.  Some  were  hanged 

incessant  labour  subdued  the  barren  soil,  and  on  the  gallows,  and  others  were  broken  upon 

prepared  it  both  for  grain  and  pasture.     In  the  wheels,  and  their  mangled  bodies  were  either  left 

course  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  they  in-  unburied,  or  cast  Into  lakes  and  dunghills,  with 

creased  to  the  number  of  eighteen  thousand,  oo-  every  mark  of  indignation  and  contempt.    Ma- 

cupying  thirty  villages,  besides  hamlets,  the  reschal  Montrevel  acted  a  oonspicoous  part  in 

workmanship   of  their  own  hands.     Regular  these  barbarous  executions.     He  burnt  five  hun- 

priests  they  had  none,  nor  any  disputes  about  dred  men,  women,  and  children,  who  were  as- 

religion ;  neither  bad  they  occasion  for  courts  of  sembled  together  in  a  mill  to  pray  and  sing 

justice ;  for  brotherly  love  did  not  suffer  them  to  psalms ;  he  cut  the  throats  of  (bar  himdred  of  the 

go  to  law.    They  worshipped  God  according  to  new  converts  at  Muntpelier,  and  drowned  their 

the  dictates  of  their  conscience  and  the  rules  of  wives  and  chiUren  in  the  river,  near  Aignes 

his  word,  practised  the  precepts  of  his  law,  and  Mortes.    Yet  the  haughty  tyrant  by  whose  or- 

enjoyed  the  sweets  of  mutual  affection  and  love,  ders  these  barbarous  deeids   were  oommittedi 

Tet  this  peaceable  and  interesting  people  be-  along  with  his  mareschals  and  grandees,  who  a»> 

came  the  victims  of  the  most  cruel  and  bloody  sisted  m  the  execution— instead  of  suffermi  the 

persecution.    In  the  year  1640,  the  parliament  visitations  of  retributive  justice,  continued,  for 

sf  Provence  condemned  nineteen  of  them  to  be  thirty  years  afisr  this  period,  to  riot  in  afl  tbt 
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■plenten  of  abaclute  rojralty,  eotering  into  lo-  nme  oonelusion  foraw  haelf  upoo  th« 

.eiuo  treaties,  and  breaking  them  when  be  plea*  When  we  behoM,  on  the  one  band»  the  Tirtoooi 

fed,  and  arrogating  to  himielf  divine  hoooun ;  and  upright  votary  of  religion  struggling  with 

ana  his  hiatorians,  instead  of  branding  his  me-  poverty  uid  misery,  treated  with  scorn  and  oon- 

mory  with  infamy,  have  procured  for  him  tho  tempt,  persecuted  on  account  of  his  integrity  and 

appellation  of  Louis  tbb  GmxAT.  pie^i  despoiled  of  his  earthly  enjoyments,  or 

A  thousand  examples  of  this  description  mi^t  condemned  to  an  ignominious  death ;  and  on  the 
be  collected  from  the  records  even  of  modem  other,  the  profligate  and  oppressor,  tho  insoleat 
history,  were  it  necessary  for  the  illustration  of  despiser  oi  God  and  religion,  passing  his  dajFS 
this  topic.  The  horrible  cruelties  which  were  in  affluence  and  luxurious  ease,  prosecuting  with 
committed  on  the  Protestant  inhabitants  in  the  impunity  bis  unhallowed  courses,  and  robbing  the 
Netherlands  by  the  agents  of  Charles  V.  and  widow  and  the  fatherless  of  their  dearest  ooo^ 
Philip  II.  of  Spain,  where  more  than  a  hundred  forts — ^when  we  behold  hypocrisy  successiiil  is 
thousand  persons  q(  respectable  characters  were  all  its  schemes,  and  honesty  and  rectitude  over- 
butchered  without  mercy  by  the  Dukes  of  Alva  looked  and  neglected — the  destroyers  of  our  spe- 
and  Parma,  for  their  adherence  to  the  religion  cies  k>aded  with  wealth  and  honours,  while  the 
of  theReformer8y->4he  dreadful  massacres  which  bene&ctors  of  mankind  are  pining  in  obscori^ 
took  place,  on  St.  Bartholomew's  day,  in  Paris  and  indigence— ^maves  and  fools  exalted  to  posts 
and  throughout  every  province  of  France— <the  of  dignity  and  honour,  and  men  of  uprightness 
persecutions  of  the  Protestants  in  England,  du-  and  intelligence  u-eiUed  with  soorn,  aixi  doomed 
ring  the  reign  of  ^ueen  Mary,  when  the  fires  to  an  inglorious  obscurity— criminals  of  the  dee|^ 
ofSmithfield  were  kindled  to  consume  the  bodies  est  dye  escaping  with  impunity,  and  generoos 
of  the  most  pious  and  venerable  mei^— the  Irish  actions  meeting  with  a  base  reward— when  ws 
massacre  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  when  more  see  young  men  of  virtue  and  inielligence  cut  off 
than  40,000  moflensfve  individuals  were  slaugh-  in  early  life,  when  they  were  just  beginning  to 
tsred  without  distinction  of  age,  sex,  or  condi-  bless  mankind  with  their  philanthropic  labours, 
tion,  and  with  every  circumstance  of  ferocious  and  tyrants  and  oppressors  continuing  the  pests 
cruelty— the  persecutions  endured  by  the  Scot-  of  socie^,  and  prolonging  their  lives  to  old  ago 
tiah  Presbyterians,  when  they  were  driven  fi-om  in  the  midst  of  their  folly  and  wickedness  hn- 
their  dwelling,  and  hunted  like  wikt  beasts  by  man  beings  torn  from  their  friends  and  their  na> 
the  blood-thirsty  Cktverhouse  and  his  savage  tive  home,  consigned  to  perpetual  slavery,  and 
dragoons— the  many  thousands  of  wwlhy  men  reduced  below  the  level  of  the  beasts,  w^ile  their 
who  have  fallen  victims  to  the  flames,  and  the  oppressors  set  at  defiance  the  laws  of  God  and 
cruel  tortures  inflicted  by  the  Inquisitors  of  man,  revel  in  luxurious  abundance,  and  prosper 
Spain,  while  their  haughty  persecutors  were  per-  in  their  crimes ;— when  we  behoM  one  nation 
mitted  to  riot  on  the  spoils  of  nations— the  fiend-  and  tribe  irradiated  with  intellectual  li^t,  ano* 
like  cruelties  of  the  Mogul  emperors  in  their  ther  immersed  in  thick  darkness ;  one  enjoying 
bloody  wars— the  devastations  and  atrocities  com-  the  blessings  of  civilization  and  liberty,  another 
mitted  by  the  Persian  despots — the  massacre  of  groaning  under  tiie  lash  of  despotism,  and  doomed 
the  Gardiotes  by  AH  Pacha,  and  of  the  inhabi-  to  slavery  and  boodsge, — ^when  we  cootemplatr 
tants  of  Scio  by  the  ferocious  Turks— are  only  euch  facts  throughout  every  department  of  the 
a  few  instances  out  of  many  thousands,  whicn  moral  worU,  can  we  suppose,  for  a  moinrat,  that 
the  annals  of  history  record  ofhuman  beings  suf-  the  Divine  administration  is  bounded  by  the  viai- 
fering  the  most  unjust  and  cruel  treatment,  while  ble  scene  of  things,  that  the  real  characters  of 
their  tyrannical  persecutors  were  permitted  to  men  shall  never  be  brought  to  light,  that  vice  is 
prosecute  tlieir  diabolical  career  without  suflTer-  to  remain  in  eternal  concealment  and  impunity, 
mg  the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes.  When  and  that  the  noblest  virtues  are  never  to  receive 
the  mind  takes  a  deliberate  review  of  all  the  re-  their  just  "  recompence  of  reward  V*  To  admit 
volting  details  connected  viith  such  facts,  it  is  such  conclusions  would  be  in  eflfeet  to  deny  the 
naturally  led  to  exclaim,  **  Whereforo  do  the  wisdom,  goodness,  and  rectitude  of  the  Ruler  of 
wicked  live,  become  old,  yea  are  miglityii^powert  the  work!,  or  to  suppose,  that  his  alV-wise  and 
Is  there  no  reward  for  the  righteous?  Is  there  no  benevolent  designs  may  be  d«)foaled  by  the  foDy 
punishment  for  the  workers  5C  inkjuity  ?  Is  there  and  widiedness  ofhuman  beings.  But  sudi  con- 
no  God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth?"*  And,  in-  elusions  are  so  palpably 'and  extravagantly  ab- 
deed,  were  therenorotributions  beyond  the  limits  lurd,  that  the  only  other  alternative,  the  reality 
of  the  present  lifo,  we  should  be  neoeesarily  ofa  future  state  of  existence,  may  be  pronounced 
obliged  to  admit  one  or  other  of  the  folbwingcon-  to  have  the  force  of  a  mand  demmutraHon.  So 
elusions,— either  that  no  Moral  Governor  of  the  that,  had  we  no  other  argument  to  produce  m 
worid  exisu,  or,  that  justice  and  judgment  are  support  of  the  doctrine  of  a  future  state  of  letri- 
■Gt  the  foundation  of  his  throne.  butioo,  this  alone  wouU  be  sufficient  to  cany 

When  we  take  a  survey  of  the  moral  world  conviction  to  every  mind  that  reoofnises  the  ex 

around  us,  as  it  exists  in  the  present  day.  the  istence  of  a  Supreme  Intelligence,  and  entsrtaiM 
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joit  views  of  the  ittrilratefl  which  itiutt  neceff*  in  numerous  tnetuices,  permitted  vice  to  trip 

wril/  be  dis}ilayed  in  his  moral  administra-  umph,  and  virtue  to  be  persecuted  and  opprese- 

tioQ.  ed,  to  eonvince  us,  that  his  government  of  hu-^ 

When  this  conclusion  is  once  admitted,  it  man  beings  is  not  bounded  by  the  limits  of  time, 

removes  the  perplexities,  and  sohrci  all  the  but  extends  into  the  eternal  world,  where  the 

difficnltiee  which  naturally  sriae  in  the  mindy  system  of  his  moral  admimstraiion  wiU  be  oom- 

when  il  contemplates  the  present  disordered  state  pteted,  bis  wisdom  and  rectitude  justiSed,  and 

of  the  moral  world,  and  the  apparently  capricious  the  mysterious  ways  of  lua  Providence  oon^ 

manner  in  which  punidiments  and  rewards  are  {Jetely  unravelled. 

dispensed.  Realizing  this  important  troth,  we  This  argument  might  have  been  farther  iUu»* 
need  not  be  surprised  at  the  unequal  distribution  trated  from  a  consideration  of  diose  moral  pe«> 
of  the  Divine  bvoors  among  the  various  nations  ceptions  implanted  in  the  human  constitutioo, 
and  tribes  of  ixiankind ;  eince  they  are  all  placed  and  which  may  be  considered  as  baring  the 
on  the  first  stage  of  their  existence,  and  eternity  force  of  moral  laws  proceeding  from  the  Gover- 
is  rich  in  resources,  to  compensate  Ibr  all  the  nor  of  the  universe.  The  <fiffi»rence  between 
dcActs  and  inequalities  of  fortune  which  now  right  and  wrong,  virtue  and  vice,  is  founded  upon 
exist*  We  need  not  be  overwhelmed  with  an-  the  nature  of  things,  and  is  perceptible  by  every 
guiffh  when  we  behold  the  pious  and  philanthro>  intelligent  agent  whose  moral  feelings  are  not  al* 
pie  youth  cut  down  at  the  oommencement  at  hu  together  blunted  by  vicious  indulgences.  Were 
virtuous  career,  since  those  buds  of  virtue  which  a  man  to  affirm  that  there  is  no  difference  be* 
began  tojunfbU  themselves  with  so  much  beauty  tween  justice  and  injustice,  love  and  hatred, 
in  the  present  life,  will  be  fully  expanded  and  truth  and  falsehood ;  that  it  is  equally  the  same 
bring  forth  nobler  fruits  of  righteousness  in  that  whether  we  be  faithful  to  a  friend  or  betray  him 
life  which  will  never  end.  We  need  not  wonder  to  his  enemies,  whether  servants  act  with  fide- 
when  we  behold  tyrants  and  profligates  triumph*  lity  to  their  masters  or  rob  them  of  their  pro* 
ing,  and  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth  trampled  perty,  whether  rulers  oppress  their  subjects  or 
uider  foot,  since  the  foture  world  will  present  a  promote  their  interests,  and  whether  parents 
•Bene  of  equitahle  sdministration,  in  which  the  nourish  their  children  with  tenderness,  or  smo- 
sorrows  of  the  upright  will  be  turned  into  joy,  ther  them  m  their  cradles— he  would  at  once 
the  triumphs  of  the  wicked  into  confusion  end  be  denounced  as  a  fool  and  a  madman,  and  his- 
ahame,  and  every  one  rewarded  according  to  his  sed  out  of  society.  The  difference  between  such 
works.  We  need  not  harass  our  minds  with  actions  is  etenial  and  unchangeable,  and  every 
perplexing  doubts,  respecting  the  wisdom  and  moral  agent  is  endued  with  a  faculty  which  en- 
equity  of  the  dispensations  of  Providence;  since  ables  him  to  perceive  it.  We  can  choose  to 
the  moral  government  of  God  extends  beyond  perform  the  one  dass  of  actions  and  to  refi«in 
the  limits  of  this  worU,  and  aD  its  dark  and  in-  fh>m  the  other ;  we  can  comply  with  the  voice 
tricaie  mazes  wiU  be  fnlly  imravelled  in  the  light  of  conecienee  which  deters  us  from  the  one, 
of  eternity.  and  excites  us  to  the  other,  or  we  can  resist 

^  THerrmntmtaltefimm  '?  dictates,  and  we  can  judge  whedier  our  ao- 

InvolTingall,  uidlnajMi/eortpAeto  ****■*■  deserve  reward  or  punishment.     Now, 

Uniting,  as  tlM  prospect  wider  spreads,  if  God  has  endued  us  with  such  titoral  peroep- 

Vhr  nnnssumlng  Worth  In  secret  Uv'd.  that  it  is  equally  mdifferent  to  him  whether  we 

And  died  neglected :  why  the  good  man»s  Shan  obey  or  disobey  the  laws  he  has  preseribsdf 

In  life  was  gall  and  bitterness  of  soul ;  f»,  '  _^  ^^  «,.«««.-  tk*t  w*  wIia  «»«»*«»•  tliA 

Wh7  the  loM  widow  and  her  orphans  pia'd  ^^  ^^  ^^  suppose,  that  He  who  governs  the 

la  starring  solitude,  while  Luxury,  oniverse  is  an  unconcerned  spectator  of  the  good 

And  Moderation  fUr,  wore  tho  red  marks  nunions  7  or  that  he  has  lei  man  to  act,  with 

orsupersUtlon's  scouige ;  why  Uoens'd  Pain,  impunity,  aooording  to  his  inclinations,  whether 

Ye  noble  Fowl  who  here  unbending  stand  cannot  be  admitted,  it  follows  that  msn  is  a^ 

Beneath  Ufe's  prassnr^  yet  hear  up  f^**  countable  for  his  aciioos,  and  that  it  most  be  aa 

l^S^SaSSrSilYS  S^^  "^  "''  -«tial  part  of  the  Divine  govenmient  to  bring 

The  storms  of  Vlntry  time  wfll  qukkly  pas%  every  action  into  judgment,  and  to  punish  or  ra- 

And  one  onboonded  flprlng  snclre'?.^/-' ward  hb  creatures  according  to  their  works. 


And  if  it  appear,  in  point  of  fact,  that  such  retri> 

Thus  it  appears,  that,  although  God,  in  the  butioos  are  not  fully  a:warded  in  the  preset 

genersl  oourne  of  his  providence,  has  connected  state,  nor  a  visible  dkrtinction  made  between  the 

nappineas  with  the  obssrvanee  of  his  laws,  and  righteous  end  the  violators  of  hit  law,  we  ■mst 

misery  with  the  viohuion  of  them,  in  order  to  necessarily  admit  the  oonclusioo,  that  the  ffall 

display  the  rectitude  of  hb  nature,  and  his  ha-  and  equitable  distribatkm  of  puijshments  and 

ttad  of  moral  evil;  vet  he  has,  at  the  same  time,  rewaids  is  rsssrvad  to  a  fiitara  world,  when  a 
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rwible  and  •fwfaurting  ditlioclioa  will  be  niade, 
and  the  whole  inldligont  creatioo  dearly  die- 
^cern  between  him  that  served  Grod  and  him  that 
•enred  him  not. 


SECTION  X. 
▲BnTBDiTT  or   av^poiiiro  that 

TBS  TBIITKINO  PBIKCIPLB    IH    MAV  WUL 
BTBS  BE   AJrmBlLATBD. 

It  is  highly  unreasonable,  if  not  absard,  to 
suppose  that  the  thinking  principle  in  man  will 
orer  be  annihilated. 

In  so  &r  as  our  knowledge  of  the  universe 
extends,  there  does  not  appear  a  single  instance 
of  annihilation  throughout  the  material  system. 
There  is  no  reason  to  believe,  that,  throughout 
all  the  worlds  which  are  dispersed  through  the 
immensity  of  space,  a  single  atom  has  ever  yet 
been,  or  ever  will  be  annUiilaled.  From  a  va^ 
riety  of  observations,  it  appears  highly  probable, 
that  the  work  of  creation  is  still  going  forward 
in  the  distant  regions  of  the  universe,  and  that 
the  Creator  is  replenishing  the  voids  of  space 
with  new  worlds  and  new  orders  of  intelligent 
beings;  and  it  is  reasonable  to  believe,  from 
the  incessant  agency  of  Divine  Omnipotence, 
that  new  systems  will  be  o<MitinuaIly  emerging 
into  existence  while  eternal  ages  are  rolling  on. 
But  no  instance  has  yet  occurred  of  any  sy»> 
tem  or  portion  of  matter  either  in  heaven  or 
earth  having  been  reduced  to  annihilation. 
CAoM^ss  are  uideed  incessantly  taking  place, 
in  countless  variety^  throughout  every  depart- 
ment of  nature.  The  spots  of  the  sun,  the 
belts  of  Jnpiter,  the  surfiu^e  of  the  moon,  the 
rings  of  Saturn,  and  several  portions  of  the 
starry  heavens,  are  frequently  changing  or  vary- 
ing their  aspects.  On  the  earth,  mountains  are 
crumbling  down,  the  caverns  of  the  ocean  filling 
iq>,  islands  are  emerging  from  the  bottom  of  the 
■ea,  and  again  sinking  into  the  abyss;  the 
ocean  is  frequently  diifting  its  boundaries,  and 
trees,  plants,  and  waving  grain  now  adorn 
many  tracts  which  were  once  overwhelmed  with 
the  foambg  billows.  Earthquakes  have  pro- 
duced frequent  devastations,  volcanoes  hare 
overwhelmed  fruitful  fields  with  torrents  of  bunn 
ing  lava,  and  even  the  solid  strata  within  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  have  been  bent  and  dis- 
lupted  faj  the  operation  of  some  tremendous 
power.  The  invisible  atmosphere  is  likewise 
the  scene  of  perpetual  changes  and  revolutions, 
by  the  mixture  and  decomposition  of  gases,  the 
respiration  of  animals,  the  process  of  evapora- 
tion, the  action  of  winds,  and  the  agencies  of 
'  'ight,  heat,  and  the  eleetric  and  magnetic  fluids. 
The  vegetaUa  kingdom  is  either  progrsssiTely 
idviaeii^  to  BMitari^  or  hSamg  into  dacay. 


Between  the  plants  and  the  seeds  of  Tegetabi^v 
there  is  not  the  most  distant  similarity.  A 
small  seed,  only  one-tenth  of  an  inch  in  diame- 
ter, after  rotting  for  a  while  in  the  earth,  shoots 
forth  a  stem  ten  thounnd  times  greater  in  sim. 
than  the  germ  from  which  it  sprung,  the  bran^es 
of  which  afford  an  ample  shelter  for  the  fowls  of 
heaven.  The  tribes  of  animated  nature  are 
likewise  in  a  state  of  progressive  change,  either 
from  infiincy  to  maturity  and  old  age,  or  from 
one  state  of  existence  to  another.  The  cater- 
pillar is  first  an  egg,  next,  a  crawling  worm, 
then  a  nymph  or  chrysalis,  and  aftenvards  a 
butterfly  adorped  with  the  most  gaudy  coloon. 
The  may-bug  beetle  burrows  in  the  eardi  where 
it  drops  its  egg,  from  which  its  young  creeps 
out  in  the  shape  of  a  maggot,  which  cast  its 
skin  every  year, -and,  in  the  fourth  year,  it 
bursts  from  the  earth,  unfolds  its  wiim,  and 
sails  in  rapture  *'  through  the  soft  air.  The 
animal  and  vegetable  tribes  are  blended,  by  a 
variety  of  wonderful  and  incessant  changes. 
Animal  productions  afiord  food  and  nourish- 
ment to  the  vegetable  tribes,  and  the  various 
parts  of  animals  are  compounded  of  matter  de- 
rived from  the  vegetable  kingdom.  The  wool 
of  the  sheep,  the  horns  of  the  cow,  the  teeth  of 
the  liob,  the  feathers  dC  the  peacock,  and  the 
ikin  of  the  deer-Hiay,  even  our  hands  and  feet, 
our  eyes  and  ean,  with  which  we  handle  and 
walk,  see  and  hesj,  and  the  crimson  fluid  that 
circulates  in  our  veins— are  derived  from  plants 
and  herbs  which  once  grew  in  the  fields,  which 
demonstrate  tlie  literal  truth  of  the  ancient  say- 
ing, «  AU  flesh  is  grass." 

Still,  however,  amidst  these  various  and  on* 
ceasing  changes  and  transformation*,  no  exam- 
ple of  annihihition  has  yet  occurred  to  the  eye 
of  the  most  penetrating  observer.  When  a 
piece  of  coal  undergoes  the  process  of  combus- 
tion, its  previous  form  disappears,  and  its  com- 
ponent parts  are  dissolved,  but  the  elemcotary 
particles  of  which  it  was  composed  still  rerasia 
in  existence.  Part  of  it  is  changed  into  caloric, 
part  into  gas,  and  part  into  tar,  sm<Ae,  aiMl 
ashes,  whidi  are  soon  formed  into  other  combi- 
nations. When  vegetables  die,  or  are  decom- 
posed by  heat  or  cold,  they  are  resolved  inm 
their  primitive  elements,  caloric,  light,  hydrogen, 
oxygen,  and  carbonr-which  imniedii^ely  enter 
into  new  combinations,  snd  assist  in  carrying 
forward  the  designs  of  Providence  in  other  d»> 
partments  of  naturB.  But  audi  incessant 
changes,  so  fitf  from  militating  against  the  idea 
of  the  future  existence  of  man,  are,  in  reality, 
presumptive  proofs  of  bis  immortal  dostination. 
For,  if  amidst  the  perpetual  transfonnations, 
dianges,  and  revduttons  that  are  going  forward 
throughout  universal  nature  in  i^  its  depart* 
Bients,  no  partide  of  matter  is  ever  k)st, «  re- 
duced to  nothing,  it  is  in  the  bi^wst  dsgres 
improbable,  that  the  thinkiog  priimpla  in  niB 
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will  be  destroyed,  hj  the  change  which  takeg  it  &]1  to  pieces,  and  enjoy  Uie  ipectacle  oT  the 

piaoe  at  the  moment  of  bis  ditsoiution.    That  fabric  Ijin^  in  ruins  " — would  such  a  desigu  be 

change,  however  great  and  interesting  to  the  in-  worthy  of  infinite  Wisdom,  or  conformable  to 

dividual,  may  be  not  more  wonderful,  nor  more  the  ideas  we  ought  to  entertain  of  a  Being  eter^ 

mysterious  than  the  changes  which  lake  place  in  nal  and  immutable  in  his  nature,  and  posseiBed 

the  diflTerent  states  of  existence  to  which  a  ca^  of  boundless  perfection?     But  suppose,  lartheri 

terpillar  is  destined.    This  animal,  as  already  that  he  wiD  aitmhilaU  that  ratianal  nalurt  for 

stated,  is  first  an  tgg,  and  how  diflTerent  does  its  whose  sake  he  created  the  univeree,  while  the 

form  ai{pear  when  it  comes  forth  a  crawling  material  fabric  was  still  permitted  to  remain  in 

worm  ?    After  living  some  time  in  the  cater-  existence,  would  it  not  appear  stiJl  more  incoro- 

pillar  state,  it  begins  to  languish,  and  apparently  patiUe  with  the  attributes  of  a  Being  of  unboun- 

dies;  it  is  incased  in  a  tomb,  and  appears  devoid  ded  goodness  and  intelligence  7     To  blot  out 

of  life  and  enjoyment.    After  a  certain  period  it  from  existence  the  rational  part  of  his  creation, 

acquires  jiew  life  and  vigour,  burst  its  confine-  and  to  cherish  deeolation  and  aheap  of  rubbish, 

ment,  appears  in  a  more  glorious  form,  mounts  is  tuch  an  act  of  inconsistency,  that  the  mind 

upward  on  expanded  wings,  and  traverses  the  shrinks  back  with  horror  at  the  tliought  of  attri- 

regions  of  the  air.    And,  is  it  not  reasonable,  buting  it  to  the  All-Wise  and  Benevolent  Cre- 

firom  analogy,  to  believe,  that  man,  in  his  pre-  ator. 

sent  state,  is  only  the  rudtmente  of  what  be  We  are,  therefore,  necessarily  led  to  the  foK 

shall  be  hereafter  in  a  more  expansive  sphere  of  lowing  conclusion :  **  That,  when  the  human 

existence?  and  that,  when  the  body  is  dissolved  body  is  dissolved,  the  immaterial  principle  by 

in  death,  the  soul  takes  its  ethereal  flight  into  a  which  it  was  animated,  continues  to  think  and 

eelesttal  region,  puts  on  immortality,  and  be»  act,  either  in  a  state  of  separation  from  all  body, 

oomes  "  all  eye,  all  ear,  all  ethereal  and  divine  or  in  some  material  vehicle  to  which  it  is  inti* 

fooling  f*  mately  united,  and  which  goes  off  with  it  at 

Since,  then,  it  appears  that  annihilation  forms  death ;  or  else,  that  it  is  preserved  by  the  Father 

no  part  of  the  plan  of  the  Creator  in  the  material  of  spirits  for  the  purpose  of  animating  a  body  in 

woHd,  is  it  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  a  system  some  future  state.**    The  soul  contains  no  prin- 

af  annihilation  is  in  incessant  operation  in  the  ciple  of  disolution  within  itself,  since  it  is  an 

world  of  mind?  thatQod  is  every  day  creating  immaterial uAcompounded substance;  and, there* 

thousands  of  minds,  endued  with  the  most  capa-  fore,  although  the  material  creation  were  to  be 

eions  powers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  reducing  to  dissolved  and  to  &1I  into  ruins,  its  energies  might 

eternal  destruction  thousands  of  those  which  he  still  remain  unimpaired,  and  its  faculties  '*  flou* 

had  formerly  created  7    Shall  the  material  uni-  rish  in  immortal  youth, 

verse  exist  amidst  all  its  variety  of  changes,  and  _ 

vsret  was  ertaUd,  be  cutoff  for  ever  u  the  inianey 

of  its  being,  and  doomed  to  eternal  forgetful-  And  the  Creator  is  under  do  necessity  toannihi- 

neas?    Is  it  consistent  with  the  common  dio.  late  the  soul  for  want  of  power  to  support  its 

fates  of  reason  to  admit,  that  mottir  shaD  have  a  faculties,  for  want  of  objects  on  which  to  exer^ 

longer  duration  than  mind,  which  fives  motion  cise  them,  or  for  want  of  space  to  contain  the 

and  beanty  to  every  material  scene?    Shall  the  innumerable  intelligences  tbit  are    incessantly 

noble  sCruetores  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  Peter  sur-  emerging  into  existence ;  for.  the  range  of  inn 

vive  the  ravages  of  time,  and  display  their  beau-  mensily  is  the  theatre  of  his  Omnipotence,  and 

tiful  pfoportions  to  successive  generations,  while  that  powerful  Energy,  which  has  already  brought 

Wren  and  Angeto,  the  architects   that  pbmned  millions  of  systems  into  existesce,  can  as  earily 

them,  are  reduced  to  ths  condition  of  the  chids  of  replenish  the  universe  with  ten  thousand  miHions 

the  valley  ?    Shall  the  *'  Novum  Or ganum  "  of  more.    If  room  were  wanted  for  new  creatioos, 

Bacen,  and  the  *<  Optics"  and  "Plrineipia'*of  ten  thousand  additional  worlds  could  be  coopri* 

iVsioCon,  descend  to  fiiture  ages,  to  unfold  their  sed  within  the  limiu  of  the  solar  system,  while 

Boblime  eooeeptioos,  while  the  illustrious  minds  a  void  space  of  more  than  a  hundred  and  eighty 

which  gave  birth  to  these  productions,  are  en-  thousand  miles  would  still  intervene  between  the 


veloped  in  the  darkness  of  eternal  night  ?    There  orbits  of  the  respective  globes ;  and  the  immea- 

appears  a  palpable  absurdity  and  inoonsistsncy  suraUe  spaces  iHiich   intervene  between  our 

in  admitting  such  oooclnsions.     We  might  at  planetary  system  and  the  nearsst  stars,  woidd  al^ 

most  as  soQO  believe  that  the  imiverse  would  ford  an  ample  range  for  the  revoltitiona  of  mil- 


continue  In  its  preseot  harmony  and  order,  were  lions  of  worUs.    And,  therefore,  altbongh  every 

Iti  Creator  ceasing  to  exist,    "  Suppoee  that  the  soul,  on  quitting  its  mortal  frame,  were  doChed 

Deity,  through  all  the  lapse  of  past  ages,  has  with  a  new  material  Tefakde,  there  is  ample 

supported  the  universe  by  such  mirades  of  power  scope  in  the  spaces  of  the  universe,  and  in  the 

■ad  wisdom  as  have  already  been  displayed—  omnipotent  energies  of  the  Creator,  for  the  ftiO 

manly  that  be  oiight  please  hioMlf  with  tettiog  exercise  cf  all  ite  powers,  and  for  eveiy  eigov- 
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ment  reqaislto  to  iti  happinen.     So  that  in  want  I  feel  amidst  aO  my  eojqjiiieiitsf    WW** 

crerj  point  of  ?iew  in  which  we  can  contemplate  fore  can  I  never  oeaie  from  wishing  ibr  something 

the  soul  of  man  and  the  perfections  of  its  Cre*-  m  addition  to  what  I  now  possess  ?    Whence 

lOTi  it  appears  not  only  imprc^Ue,  hot  even  arises  the  disgust  that  so  quickly  succeeds  every 

absurd  in  the  highest  degree,  to  suppose  that  the  sensitive  enjojrment,  and  the  want  I  (eel  even  is 

spaik  of  intelligence  in  man  wiU  ever  be  eztia-  the  midst  of  iJMindanoe?    I  ask  why  I  was  call> 

guished.  ed  into  existence  at  this  point  of  duration,  rather 

than  at  any  other  period  <^  that  inoompreheastUe 

— — —  eternity  which  is  past,  or  of  that  which  is  yet  to 

come  ?  why,  amidst  the  vast  spaces  with  which 

SECTION  XI.  I  am  encompassed,  and  the  innoraerahle  gbbea 

which  surround  me,  I  was  chained  down  to  tfata 

ov  TBS  «x.00MT  coiTsiDBRATioiis  AVD  AB-  obscure  comer  of  Creation  from  which  I  feel  nn- 

tURO   GonsB^VBircEs   IHVOLVXD  IB    THB  able  to  transport  myself?   why  I  was  ushered 

DBHiAL  or  ▲  rvTUBB  STATB.  iulo  life  in  Briuin,  and  not  in  Papua  or  Kew 

Zealand  7    and  why  I  was  fbnned  to  walk  ered 

The  dtfiial  of  the  doctrine  of  a  future  state  i»>  and  not j>rone,  as  the  inferior  animals  ?    To  aB 

volves  in  it  an  immense  variety  of  gloomy  Con-  such  inquiries  I  can  find  nosatis&ctoty  answen, 

sidemtions  and  absurd  consequences.  —-the  whole  train  of  circumstances  connected 

If  the  doctrine  of  a  future  existence  be  set  with  my  existence  appears  involved  in  impene> 

aside,  man  appears  an  enigma,  a  rude  abiMrtioUi  trable  darkness  and  mystery.       Of  one  thing 

and  a  monster  in  nature,  his  structure  is  inexr  only  I  am  fully  assured,  that  my  body  shall,  era 

plicable,  and  the  end  for  which  he  was  created  long,  be  dissolved  and  mingle  with  the  dust,  and 

an  unfathomable  mystery;  the  moral  world  is  a  my  intellectual  faculties,  desires,  and  capaciliea 

scene  of  conflision,  the  ways  ci  Providence  a  for  knowledge  be  for  ever  annihilated  in  the  tomb, 

dark  impenetrable  mase,  the  universe  a  vast,  I  shall  then  be  reduced  to  nothing,  and  be  as 

mysterious,  and  inexplicable  system,  and  the  Do*  though  I  never  had  been,  while  myriads  of  be» 

ity  a  Being  whose  perfections  and  purposes  can  ings,  like  myself,  shall  start  into  existence,  and 

never  be  traced  nor  unfMded.  perish  in  like  manner,  in  perpetual  suooession 

Let  us  suppose,  for  a  few  moments,  that  there  throughout  an  eternity  to  come, 

isno  state  en  existence  beyond  the  grave,  and  I  look  backward  through  ages  pasW-I  behold 

consequently,  that  the  supposed  discoveries  of  every  thing  wrapped  in  obscurity,  and  peroeivn 

Revelation  are  a  mere  delusion;  and  conskler  no  traces  of  a  beginning  to  the  vast  system 

some  of  the  gloomy  prospects  and  absurd  conse-  ahrand  me,— I  stretdi  forward  towards  futurityig 

quences  to  which  such  a  supposition  necessarily  and  perceive  no  prospect  of  an  toA.    All  things 

loads.    I  shall  suppoije  mys«^  standing  in  an  at-  appear  to  continue  as  they  were  from  generation 

titude  of  serious  contemplation,  and  of  anxious  to  generation,  invariably  subjected  to  the  sasss 

inquiry  respecting  the  various  scenes  and  objects  movements,  revolutions,  and  changes,  without 

which  surround  me,  and  the  events  that  pass  un-  any  distinct  marks-  which  indicate  either  a  be- 

dermy  review :—  ginning  or  an  end.— -I  look  around  on  the  seens 

I  first  of  all  look  into  myself,  and  inquira,  of  terrestrial  nature— I  perceive  many  beautios 

whence  I  came  ?  whither  I  am  going  ?  who  pro*  in  the  verdant  landscape,  and  many  objecu  the 

.duced  me  ?  <^  what  my  body  is  composed  ?  what  mechanism  of  which  is  extremely  delicate  and 

is  the   nature  of  my  senses?   of  the  thii^ing  admirable— -I  inhale   the  balmy    zephyrs,  am 

principle  I  feel  witliin  me  ?  and  for  what  purpose  charmed  with  the  music  of  the  Erovea,  the  ^plen- 

was  I  ushered  into  being?  I  perceive  in  my  body  dour  of  the  sun,  and  the  variegated  cokoring 

a  wonderful  mechanism  which  I  cannot  compre-  spread  over  the  fece  of  oneaticn.    But  I  behold 

bend :  I  find  by  experience,  that  my  will  exerci-  other  scenes,  w^ich  inspire  melancholy  and  ter> 

ses  a  sovereign  power  over  my  muscular  system,  ror.    The  tempest,  the  hurricane  and  the  tor> 

so  that  my  hands,  feet,  arms,  end  limbs,  are  dis-  nado ;  the  sirocco,  the  samiel  and  other  poisonooi 

posed  to  obey  every  impulse,  and,  at  the  signal  winds  of  (he  desert ;   the  appalling  thundei^ 

of  a  wish,  to  transport  my  body  firom  one  place  cloud,  the  forked   lightnings,  the  earthquake 

to  another.     1  find  my  thinldng  principle  inti-  shaking  kingdoms,  and  the  voloaao  pouring  fiery 

mately  connected  with  my  corporeal  frame,  and  streams  around  its  base,  which  desolate  villagss 

both  acting  reeiprooally  OB  each  other;  but  I  can*  and  cities  in  thehr  coarse.— *I  behold  in  ons 

not  fatbMn  the  manner  in  whieh  these  operations  place  a  confined  assemblage  of  the  ruina  of  n^ 

■re  effected.    I  feel  ardent  desires  afler  enjoy-  ture  in  the  form  of  snow-capped  mouatains, 

nsnts  in  which  I  never  shall  participate,  and  ca*  precipices,  chasms  and  caverns ;  b  anocker, 

pacities  for  knowledge  and  improvement  which  I  extensive  marshes  and  immense  deserts  of  bar* 

never  can  attain.    I  feel  restless  and  uneasy,  ren  sand;  and,  in  anothsr,  a  laige  proponion  of 

oven  amidst  the  beauties  of  nature,  and  the  plea-  the  globe  a  scene  of  sterile  desolatiflo,  and 

•nrst  of  the  senses.    I  ask  wbonee  proceedsthn  bound  in  the  fetters  of  eternal  ice.    I  know  asi 
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whit  opmisn  to  form  of  a  wcvid  whore  lo  many  otAj  to  link  into  deeper  peiplexitiet  wad  ■orrowi , 

beautioj  are  blended  with  lo  mach  delbnikity,  oppretsed  with  carei  and  difficulties  only  to  enter 

and  so  many  pleasures  mingled  with  so  many  on  a  liew  scene  of  danger  and  suffering.    No 

sorrows  and  scejios  of  terror,— or  what  ideas  to  drop  of  comfort  mingles  itself  with  the  bitter  cup 

entertain  of  Him  who  ibrmod  it.    But  I  need  of  sorrow  :  no  affliction  is  sweetened  and  alien* 

give  myself  no  trouble  in  inquiring  into  such  ated  by  the  prospect  of  a  better  world ;  for  the 

subjects ;  for  my  time  on  earth  is  short  and  un-  gloomy  mansions  of  the  grave  bound  my  viewi 

ceruin,  and  when  I  sink  into  the  arms  of  death,  and  terminate  all  my  hopes  and  fears.    How, 

I  shiili  have  no  more  connexion  with  the  uni-  then,  can  I  be  easy  under  my  sufferings  ?  how 

verse.  can  I  be  cordially  resigned  to  the  destiny  which 

I  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  moral  world  appointed  them  ?  or  how  can  I  trace  the  benevo- 

in  past  ages,  in  so  far  as  authentic  history  serves  lence  of  a  superior  Being  in  permitting  me  thus 

as  a  guide,  and  perceive  little  else  but  anarchy,  to  be  pained  and  tormented  for  no  end  ?    I  will 

desolation  and  carnage— the  sttxMig  oppressing  endeavour  to  besj  them  with  resolute  despera* 

the  weak,  the  poweiful  and  wealthy  trampling  tion,  merely  because  I  am  borne  down  by  neoes- 

under  foot  the  poor  and  indigent — plunderers,  aity  to  pain  and  afflictioo,  and  cannot  possibly 

robbers,  and  murderers,  ravaging  kingdoms,  and  avoid  them. 

drenching  the  earth  with  human  gore.    I  behold  I  lift  my  eyes  to  the  regions  above,  and  ooo* 

the  virtuous  and  innocent  persecuted,  robbed  and  template  the  splendours  of  the  stany  frame, 

massacred,  while  bloody  tyrants  and  oppressors  What  an  immensity  of  suns,  and  systems  and 

roll  in  their  splendid  chariots,  and  revel  amidst  workls  burst  upon  my  view,  when  I  apply  tba 

the  luxuries  of  a  palace.    In  such  scenes  I  per-  telescope  to  the  spaces  of  the  firmament !   How 

ceive  nothing  like  regularity  or  order,  nor  any  incalculable  their  number !  how  immeasurable 

traces  of  justice  or  equity  in  the  several  allot-  their  distance !  how  immense  their  magnitude ! 

nents  of  mankind ;  for  since  their  whole  exist-  how  glorious  their  splendour !  bow  sublime  their 

ence  terminates  in  the  grave,  the  virtuous  sufferer  movements !    When  I  attempt  to  grasp  this  Stu- 

can  never  be  rewarded,  nor  the  unrighteous  pendous  scene,  my  imagination  is  bewildered, 

despot  suffer  the  punishment  due  to  his  crimes,  and  my  faculties  overpowered  with  wonder  and 

The  great  mass  of  human  beings  appear  to  be  amazement.    I  gaze,  I  ponder ;  I  feel  a  longing 

the  sport  of  circumstances,  the  victims  of  op-  desire  to  know  something  ^Mther  respecting  the 

pression,  and  the  dupes  of  knaveiy  and  ambi-  nature  and  destination  of  these  distant  oiiM ;  but 

tion,  and  the  moral  world  at  large  an  assemblage  my  vision  is  bounded  to  a  general  glimpse,  mj 

of  discordant  elements  tossed  about  like  dust  powers  are  limited,  and  when  1  woidd  fly  away 

beibre  the  whirlwind.    I  hear  virtue  applauded,  to  those  distant  regions,  I  find  roysdf  chained 

•ad  vice  denounced  as  odious  and  hatdTul.    But  down,  by  an  overpowering  force,  to  the  dimino- 

^prhat  is  virtue?    A  shadow,  a  phantom,  an  tive  ball  on  whidi  I  dwell.    Wherefore,  then, 

•mpty  name !    Why  should  I  follow  aAer  virtue  were  the  heavens  so  beautifully  adorned,  and  so 

if  she  interrupts  my  pleasures,  and  why  should  much  magnificence  displayed  in  their  structure, 

I  forsake  vice  if  she  points  out  the  path  to  pre-  and  why  were  they  ever  presented  to  my  view ; 

■eot  enjoyment  ?    It  is  my  wisdom  to  enjoy  life  since  I  am  never  to  become  fiirther  acquainted 

during  the  short  period  it  continues ;  and  if  with  the  scenes  they  unfold  1    Perhaps  this  ia 

riches  be  conducive  to  my  enjoyment  of  happi-  the  hist  ^anoe  I  shall  take  of  the  mighty  coo* 

■ess,  why  should  I  fear  to  procure  them  either  cave,  ben>ro  my  eyes  have  closed  in  en^ Ms  li|^ 

by  deceit,  peijury,  or  rapine  7    If  sensual  in-  **  Wherefore  was  light  given  to  him  that  is  in 

dulgenoe  contribute  to  my  pleasure,  why  should  misery,— 4o  a  man  whose  way  is  hid,  and  whom 

1  refrain  from  drunkenness  and  debauchery,  or  God  bath  hedged  in  V*    Jimd  I  been  enclosed  in 

uny  other  action  that  suits  my  convenienee  or  a  gloomy  dungeon  my  situation  had  been  toler- 

gratifics  my  passions,  since  present  enjoyments  aUe,  but  here  I  stand  as  in  a  splendid  palace, 

au-e  all  I  can  caknilate  upon,  and  no  retributions  without  cdmfbrt  and  without  hope,  expecting 

await  me  beyond  the  grave.  death  every  moment  to  terminate  my  prospects; 

I  feel  myself  subjected  to  a  variety  6f  suffer*  and  when  it  arrives,  the  glories  of  the  heavens 

logs,  disappointments  and  sorrovrs— to  poverty  to  me  will  be  annihilated  for  ever, 

and  reproach,  bss  of  friends,  corporeal  pains  and  1  behold  science  enlarging  its  boundaries,  and 

■wntal  anguish.    I  am  frequently  tortured  by  the  the  arts  advancing  towards  perfection ;  I  see  ni»- 

rscoUection  of  (he  past,  the  feeling  of  the  present,  merous  institutions  organising,  and  hear  lectures 

and  the  dread  of  approaching  sufferings.    But  on  philosophy  delivered  for  the  improvement  of 

I  see  no  object  to  be  attained,  no  end  to  be  a>  mankind,  and  I  am  invited  to  take  a  part  in  thoso 

complished  by  my  subjection  to  such  afflictions :  arrangements  which  are  caksulated  lo  prodqee  a 

I  suffer  merely  for  the  purpose  of  feeling  pain,  general  diffhsion  of  knowledge  among  all  ruks. 

wasiinff  my  body  and  hastening  its  dissdotioo :  Bat  of  what  use  is  knowledge  to  beings  who  am 

I  am  sick  only  to  languish  under  the  burden  of  a  soon  to  lose  all  consciousness  of  existence  7    It 

Ineble  emaciated  frame— peiplexed  and  downcast  requires  many  weaiy  steps  and  ileepleM  oidliti 
16 
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to  efynb  the  steep  aie*nt  of  ecience ;  and  when  the  operation  of  un'cootrollaMe  power,  diiedil 
we  have  arrived  at  the  highest,  point  which  mor^  by  do  principle  but  caprice,  and  aocomplishiiif 
tab  have  ever  reached,  we  desciy  still  loftier  nothing  (hat  can  inspire  ardent  affection,  or  se- 
regions  which  we  never  can  approach,— our  foot-  cure  the  permanent  happiness  of  rational  beings 
ing  fails,  and  down  we  sink  into  irretrievable        Such  are  some  of  the  gloomy  reflectkms  of  s 
rain.    If  our  progress  in  science  here  were  in-  hopeless  mortal  whose  prospect  is  bounded  by 
troductory  to  a  future  scene  of  knowledge  and  the  giave;  and  such  are  some  of  the  horrible  coo- 
enjoyment,  it  would  be  worthy  of  being  pros»-  Sequences  whid)  the  denial  of  a  future  stale  ae- 
cuted  by  eveiy  rational  intelligence ;  but  to  beings  eessarily  invirfves.    It  throws  a  veil  of  darkiwBf 
who  afo  uncertain  whether  they  shall  exist  in  the  over  the  scenes  of  creation,  and  wraps  in  inpe- 
universe  for  another  day,  it  is  not  only  superfiu-  netrable  mystery  the  purposes  for  which  man  was 
ous,  but  unfriendly  to  their  present  enjoyments,  created,*— it  exhibits  the  moral  world  as  a  diaotie 
For,  the  less  knowledge  they  acquire  of  the  mass  of  discordant  elements,  accomplishing  no 
beauties  and  sublimities  of  natute,  and  the  more  end,  and  controlled  by  no  intelligent  agency,— it 
brutish,  ignorant  and  sottiih  they  become,  the  represents  mankind  as  connected  with  each  other 
less  tb^  will  foel  at  the  moment  when  they  are  merely  by  time  and  place,  as  formed  merely  for 
about  to  be  launched  into  non-existence.    Liot  sensual  enjoyment,  and  destined  to  perish  with 
^e  mass  of  mankind,  then,  indulge  themselves  the  brutes,— it  subverts  the  foundations  of  moral 
fei  whatever  frivolous  amusements   they  may  action,  removes  the  strongest  motives  to  the  prao- 
dioose ;  do  not  interrupt  their  smsual  pleasures,  tice  of  virtue,  and  opens  the  flood-gates  of  every 
by  vainly  attempting  to  engage  them  in  intelleo-  vice, — it  removes  the  anchor  of  hope  from  the 
tnal  pursuits ;  let  them  eat  uid  drink,  and  revel  anxious  rotod,  and  destroys  evey  principle  that 
and  debauch,  tar  Uwnorrow  they  die.    All  that  has  a  tendency  to  support  us  in  the  midst  of  sut 
is  requisite,  is,  to  entwine  the  diains  of  deepo-  ferings, — it  throws  a  damp  on  erery  effort  to  raise 
tiam  around  their  necks,  to  prevent  them  from  mankind  to  the  dignity  ci*  their  moral  and  mtel- 
aspiring  after  (he  enjoyments  of  their  superiors.  >  lectual  natures,  and  is  calculated  to  obetruct  the 
In  short,  I  endeavour  to  form  some  conceptions  progress  of  useful  science,— it  prevents  the  mind 
of  the  attributes  of  that  great  unknown  Cause  from  investigating  and  admiring  the  beauties  of 
which  produced  all  things  around  me.    But  my  creation,  and  involves  in  a  deeper  gloom  the  ruins 
thoughts  become  bewildered  amidst  a  maze  of  of  nature  vHiieh  are  scattered  over  the  ^obe, 
QnaocountaUe  operations,  of  apparent  cootradic-  *--it  terminates  eVery  prospect  of  becoming  mors 
tions  and  inconsistencies.    I  evidently  perceive  fully  acquainted  with  the  glories  of  the  fSimai- 
that  the  Creator  of  the  universe  is  possessed  of  ment,  and  every  hope  of  beholding  the  plans  of 
boundless  power,  but  I  soft  no  good  reason  to  Providence  completely  imfolded,^t  invdves  the 
eonelude  that  he  exercises  unerring  wisdom,  un-  character  of  the  Deity  in  awful  obscurity,  it  d^ 
boimded  goodness  and  impartial  justice.    I  per-  prives  Him  of  the  attributes  of  infinite  wisdom, 
oeive,  ii^eed,  some  traces  of  wisdom,  in  the  benevolence  and  rectitude,  and  leaves  him  little 
oonstruetioa  <^  my  body  and  its  several  organs  more  than  boundless  omnipotence,  acting  at  rao- 
of  smisatioo ;  and  of  goodness,  in  ihe  smiling  dom,  and  controlled  by  no  beneficent  agency.   In 
day,  theffowery  landscape,  and  the  fertile  plains ;  short,  it  obliterates  every  motive  to  (he  peifoim- 
buC  I  know  not  how  to  reconcile  these  widi  some  ance  of  noble  and  generous  actiMis,  damps  the 
ether  parts  of  his  oper^ions.    How  can  I  attri-  finest  feelings  and  affections  of  hmnaaity,  leads  to 
bote  the  perfection  of  wisdom  to  one  who  has  universal  scepticism,  cuts  off*  the  prospect  of 
implanted  in  my  contitution  desires  which  will  every  thing  which  tends  to  cheer  the  traveller  in 
never  be  gratified}  and  furnished  me  with  moral  his  pilgrimage  through  life,  and  presenis  to  bis 
and  inteOeetual  faculties  which  wiD  never  be  fully  view  nothing  but  an  immense  blank,  overspread 
exercised,  and  who  has  permitted  the  moral  world  with  the  blackness  of  dsjkness  for  evw. 
in  every  age  to  exhibit  a  scene  of  disorder?    I        Such  being  the  blasphemous  and  absurd  eon* 
perceive  no  evidences  of  his  benevolence  in  sub-  sequences  which  flow  from  the  denial  cf  tlM 
jecting  me  to  a  variety  of  sorrows  and  sufferings  doctrine  of  a  future  state  of  retribotioa-^tfae 
which  accomplish  no  end  but  the  production  of  man  who  obstinately  maintains  such  a  positioa, 
pain ;  in  tantalizing  me  with  hopes,  and  alarming  must  be  considered  as  unworthy  not  only  of  tbn 
me  with  fears  of  foturity  which  are  never  to  be  name  of  a  philosopher,  but  of  that  of  a  rsiionnl 
realized,  and  in  throwing  a  veU  of  mystery  over  being,  and  as  one  who  would  believe  sfsahwl 
an  Us  purposes  and  operations.    Nor  cad  I  trace  demonstration,  and  swaUow  any  absurdity,  ho«r- 
any  thing  like  impartial  justice  in  the  bestow-  ever   extravagant,  which  qnadratsa  with   hw 
ment  of  his  favours,  for  disappointments  and  grovelling  appetites  and  passions.    Matbnisia 
•oirows  are  equally  the  lot  of  the  righteous  and  ticians  frequently  demonstrate  a  truth  by  aliossi* 
tile  wicked,  and  frequent^  it  happens  that  the  ing  that  its  contrary  is  impossible,  or  involvnn 
imoceDt  are  punished  and  disgraced,  while  vfl-  an  absurdity.    Thus,  EwJsd  densonstratea  tisn 
tains  and  debauchees  are  permitted  to  glory  fai  truth  of  the  fourth  proposition  of  the  fiist  book 
Ihair  crimss.    All  that  I  can  plainty  perceiTO,  is,  cf  his  Elements,  bv  ibowing  that  its 
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mfiiiiM   this   obYiotti    abflorditj— *' that   two  Eternal  Mind  as  an  object  of  tneffitUerablimity, 

■liaigbt  line*  may  enclose  a  space."     This  grandeur,  and  loveliness,  invested  with  unerring 

■lode  of  proving  the  truih  of  a  propositioB  is  wisdom,  impartial  j^istioe,  and  boundless  bene- 

considered  by  every  geometrician,  as  equally  volence,  presiding  over  an  endless  train  of  inteU 

iloaoliisive  and  saUslactory,  as  the  direct  method  ligent  minds  fixined  after  his  image,  govemmg 

sf  demonstration;  because  the  contrary  of  eveiy  them,  with  just  and  equitable  laws,  oontroliing 

falsehood  must  be  truth,  and  the  contrary  (HT  all  things  by  an  almighty  and  unerring  hand, 

every  truth,  falsehood.     And  if  this  mode  of  and  rendering  all  his  dispensations  uldmately 

demonstration  is  oooclusive  in  mathematics,  it  conducive  to  the  happiness  of  the  moral  uni- 

toght  to  be  considered  as  equally  conclusiTe  in  Terse.     It  presents  before  us  an  unbounded 

moral  and  theological  reasoning.    If,  lor  earauH  scene,  in  i^ich  we  may  hope  to  contemplate  the 

fi»f  the  denial  of  a  future- existence  involves  in  scheme  of  Providence  in  all  its  objects  and 

it  the  idea  that  Qod  is  not  a  Being  possessed  of  bearings,  where  the  glories  of  the  divine  peiv 

impartial  justice,  and  of  perfect  wisdom  and  fections  will  be  iilnstrioosly  displayed,  where 

goodnsss    notwithstanding  the  striking  displays  the  powers  of  the  human  mind  wiU  be  perpe- 

of  the  two  lastF-mentioned  attributes  in  the  sys-  tually  expanding,  and  new  objects  of  sublimity 

tern  of  nature—we  must,  I  presume,  either  ad-  and  beauty  incessantly  rinng  to  the  view,  in 

Slit  the  doctrine  of  the  immortality  of  man,  or  boundless  perspeclive,  world  without  end.     It 

deny  that  a  Supreme  Intelligence  presides  over  dispels  the  clouds  that  hangover  the  present  and 

file  affairs  of  the  universe.    For,  a  Bemg  di-  future  destmy  of  man,  a»l  fiilly  accounts  for 

▼ested  of  these  attributes,  is  not  entitled  to  the  those  longing  loohs  into  futurity  which  aooom- 

name  of  Deity,  nor  calculated  to  inspire  intelli-  jwny  us  at  every  turn,  and  those  cl^cious 

|ent  minds  with  adoration  and  love ;  but  it  is  powers  of  intellect,  which  cannot  be  fully  ex* 

veduoed  to  something  like  itnoontroUabU  fiu,  or  erted  in  the  preeent  life.    It  presents  the  most 

mere  physical  force,  impeMing  the  movements  powerful  motives  to  a  life  of  Tirtue,  to  the  pep- 

cf  universal  nature  without  a  plan,  without  die-  fbrmance  of  beneficent  and  heroic  actions,  to 

crimination,  and  without  intelligence.    On  the  the  prosecution  of  substantial  science,  and  to  the 

same  principle  (the  ndmetio  ad  ofrrardiMi,)  we  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge  among  all  ranks 

demonstrate  the  earth's  annual  revolution  round  of  mankind.     It  afibrds  the  strongest  oonsola- 

die  son.    The  motions  of  the  planets,  as  viewed  tion  and  sopportp  amidst  the  trials  of  life,  and 

A^om  the  earth,  present  an  inexplicable  maze  explains  the  reasons  of  those  sufferings  to  which 

Qoatniy  to  every  thing  we  shouki  expect  in  a  we  are  here  exposed,  as  being  incentives  to  the 

well  arranged  and  orderly  system.    These  bo-  exercise  of  virtue,  and  as  "  wm^ing  out  for  us  a 

dies  appear   sometimes  to  move   backwards,  far  more  exceeding  #nd  eternal  weight  of  ^ory." 

•ometimes  forwards,  sometimes  to  remain  sta-  It  affords  us  ground  to  hope  that  the  Toil  which 

tjonary,  and  to  describe  looped  curtee,  so  ano-  now  intercepts  our  Tiew  of  the  distant  regions 

nnlous  or  confused,  that  we  cannot  suppose  an  of  creation,  will  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the 

Iflfinite  Intelligenoe  the  contriver  of  a  system  of  amazing  stiticture  of  the  universe,  in  all  its  sub- 

■ach  inextricable  confusion.    Hence  the  astro-  lime  proportions  and  beautiful  arrangements, 

Domer  concludes,  on  good  grounds,  that  the  earth  wiU  be  more  clearly  onfbkled  to  our  view.    It 

tea  moving  body;  and  no  one  thoroughly  ae-  dispels  the  terrors  which  naturally  surround  the 

miainted  with  the  soligect  ever  calls  it  in  quee-  messenger  of  death,  and  throws  a  radiance  over 

tion :  for.  when  our  g\6be  is  considered  as  revolv-  the  mansions  of  the  tomb.    It  cheers  the  gloomy 

ing  round  the  centre  of  the  system  in  concert  vale  of  death,  and  transforms  it  into  a  passage 

with  the  other  planetary  orbs,  all  the  apparent  which  leads  to  a  worid  of  perfection  and  happi- 

irreguhuities  in  their  motions  are  completely  ae-  ness,  where  moral  otiI  shall  be  fbr  ever  abolished, 

counted  for,  and  the  whole  system  appears  r»>  where  intellectual  light  shall  beam  with  efful* 

dooed  to  a  beautiful  and  harmonious  order,  in  gence  on  the  enraptured  spirit,  and  where  cele»> 

•ocordance  with  every  idea  we  ought  to  fonn  of  tial  virtue,  now  so  fivquently  persecuted  and 

the  wisdom  and  intelligenoe  of  its  author.  contemned,  shall  be  enthroned  in  undisturbed 

In  the  laoie  way,  the  admission  of  the  doo-  and  eternal  empire. 

trine  of  a  future  slate  acooonta  for  the  apparent  Since,  then,  it  appears,  that  the  denial  of  a 

imgularities  of  the  moral  worid,  and  affords  a  fiiture  state  iuTolves  in  it  so  many  difficulties, 

key  for  a  solntiooof  all  the  difliculties  that  may  absurd  consequences  and  blasphemous  assump- 

•rise  in  the  mind  respecting  the  equity  of  the  tions,  and  the  admission  of  this  doctrine  throws 

JDivina  administration  in  the  present  state.    In  a  light  over  the  darkness  that  broods  over  the 

«ppeaition   to  the  desponding  reflections  and  moral  worM,  presents  a  clue  to  unravel  the 

grioomy  views  of  the  seeptic,  it  inspires  the  nr-  mszes  of  the  divine  dispensations,  and  solvoa 

tnoos  mind  with  a  lively  hope,  and  throws  a  every  difficulty  in  rdation  to  the  present  condi- 

Igiorious  radiance  over  the  scenes  of  crealioD,  tion  of  the  human  race — the  pretended  phiIos»- 

•nu  over,  every  part  of  the  goTemment  of  the  pher  who  rejects  this  important  truth  must  be 

iklmighty.     It  ezolbits  the  SeIf-eziBt«Dt  and  eonsidsrsdtf  acting  in  direct  opposition  to  ibtfN 
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INrlneiplM   of  rtawming  which   h»   unifonnly  of  a  fiitura  state  of  retribution.    Theoo  twv 

admUi  ii«  his  phytical  and  mathematical  intes-  fuadameatal  propoiiiioos  are  so  iotimatetj  can* 

t^ations,  and  as  delermioed  to  resist  the  force  oeeted,  and  the  latter  is  so  essentially  dependeat 

of  ereiy  evidence  which  can  be  adduced  in  proof  on  the  formeri  that  they  must  stsnd  or  (all 

of  his  inunort^  destination.  Cof^ether.    And,  consequentlyf  we  find,  that  the 

man  who  obstinately  rejects  the  doctrine  of  a 

I  future  state,  either  avows  himself  a  down-ri^ 

atheist,  or  acts  preobely  in  the  same  way  as  a 

Thus  I  have  endeavored,  in  the  preceding  person  would  do,  who  believes  that  a  Supreow 

pages,  to  prove  and  illustrate  the  immortali^  of  Moral  Governor  has  no  existence, 
nan,  from  a  consideration  of  the  universal  he-        But  even  the  principles  of  atheism  itself 

lief  which  thi»  doctrine  has  obtained  among  all  though  frequently  embraced  by  vicious  chaiae- 

Bations--the  desire  of  immorulity  implanted  in  ters  to  allay  their  fears,  are  not  sufficient  to  ro- 

the  human  breast— the  strong  desire  of  know^  move  all  apprehensions  in  regard  to  a  future  ez- 

Udget  and  the  eapadouM  inidUebud  powtn  with  istenoe.    For,  if  the  universe  be  the  production 

which  man  is  furnished — the  capacity  of  making  merely  of  an  eternal  succession  of  causes  and 

ptrpekud  frognta  towards  intellectual  and  moral  effecnl,  produced  by  blind  necessity  impelling  the 

perfection— efts  mUhmted  range  of  vitw  which  is  atoms  of  matter  throuj^  the  voids  </  immensity 

opened  to  the  human  mind  throughout,  the  tm-  —what  should  hinder,  diat  amidst  the  infinite 

mswtiiy  of  tpaee  and  c(urahof»— the  moral  powen  combinations  arismg  fioro  perpetual  motion,  men 

of  action  with  which  man  is  endued— the  fan-  should  be  created,  destroyed,  and  again  ushered 

bodmgo  and  apprehensions  of  the  mind  when  into  existence,  with  the  same  fiicalties,  rentt* 

dnder  the  influrace  of  remorse — the  disordered  niscuwes,  perceptions  and  relations  as  in  their 

state  of  the  moral  world  when  contrasted  with  ibrmer  state  of  existence?    And,  although tho»- 

the  systematical  order  of  the  material — the  une-  sands  or  millions  of  years  should  intervene  be- 

qual  diMrUnOion  ^  rowarda  and  jnmiohmoiUt,  tweea  such  transfoemations,  yet  such  periods 

viewed  in  connection  with  the  justice  of  GK)d^-  might  i^>pear  as  short  and  imperceptible  as  tim 

the  oAsurdtly  of  admitting  that  cAelAsfiilctiifirin*  duration  which  passes  vdtile  our  faculties  are 

t^plo  m  won  will  bo  OHnihUatoi    and  the  blao^  absorbed  in  a  sound  repose.    The  idea  of  infi- 

fhomouo  and  abturd  oonttqupieeo  which  would  nity,  immensity,  and  an  endless  soooession  of 

follow  if  the  idea  of  a  future  state  of  retribution  changes,  renders  such  a  supposition  not  aitCH 

were  rejected.  gether  impossible.    But  what  a  dreadfiil  futurity 

Perhaps  there  are  some  of  these  arguments,  might  not  the  mind  be  left  to  picture  to  itsdf  in 

Ukm  oingljf,  that  would  be  insufficient  fuQy  to  sudi  a  case  ?    If  the  movements  of  the  universe 

ostablish  the  truth  of  man's  eternal  destiny ;  but  were  the  productions  of  chance,  directed  by  no 

when  taken  in  combination  with  each  other,  intelligent  agency,  we   should    incessauilv  be 

they  carry  irresistible  evidence  to  the  mind  of  haunted  with  the  most  dreadfiil  anticipsMons. 

•very  unbiassed  inquirer.    They  all  reflect  a  We  shouU  see  the  images  of  death,  annihilation, 

mutual  lustre  on  eadi  other ;  they  hang  together  and  reproduction  advancing  before  as  in  tbs 

in  perfect  harmony ;  they  are  fully  consistent  most  terrific  forms,  and  should  find  it  impossibb 

with  the  most  amiable  and  sublims  conceptions  to  determine  on  what  foundation  the  hopes  and 

wo  can  form  of  the  Deity ;  they  are  congenial  the  destiny  of  intelligences  reposed.    We  shonU 

to  the  sentiments  entertained  by  the  wisest  and  bo  uncertain  whether  mankind  were  doomed  & 

best  of  men  in  every  age ;  they  are  connected  perish  irreooveraUy,  or,  by  the  operation  of  sonm 

vrith  all  the  improvements  and  discoveries  in  the  imknown  cause,  or  accident,  to  be  reproduced,  al 

moral  and  physical  worids ;  and,  like  the  radii  some  future  period  in  duration,  and  devoted  la 

of  a  circle,  they  all  oonveige  to  the  same  point,  endless  torments.    The  comparative  order  and 

and  lead  directly  to  the  same  conclusion.    It  tranquillity  which  now  subsist,  or  have  subsisted 

appears  next  to  impossible,  that  such  a  mutual  for  ages  past,  conkl  afibrd  us  no  ground  of  hop* 

harmony,  consistency,  and  dependence,  couU  that  such  consequencofi  wouM  not  tako  plaea: 

exist  among  a  series  of  propositions  that  had  no  fbr  all  the  revolutions  of  time  to  wfaidi  wn  can 

fbundation  in  truth ;  and,  therefore,  they  ought  look  back,  are  but  as  a  moment  in  the  midst  off 
to  be  considered,  when  taken  conjunctly,  aa  infiniteduration,  and  the  whole  earth  but  a  pomt 
having  all  the  fbree  of  a  morat  rfsmomfrgfisn.    In  the  immensity  of  space.    So  that,  during  tIm 

They  rest  on  the  same  principles  and  process  of  lapse  of  mfinite  ages,  changes,  revokitions  and 
reasoning  firom  which  wo  deduce  tho  being  of  a    truisfennatioaB  might  be  effected,  wbich  mi^ 

God ;  and  I  see  no  way  of  ehiduig  their  Ibrae,  overwhelm  aU  the  totelligent  beings  that  ever 
but  by  erasing  fiiNn  the  mind  every  idea  of  a    existed,  in  eternal  misery.    Hence  it  apnenn* 

f3upreme  InteUigenoe.    Hence,  it  has  generally,  that  even  atheism  itself^  with  all  its  mass  ciTi 
I  might  say,  uniformly  been  found,  that  aU  na*    tradictionB  and  absurditiss,  cannot 
tions  that  have  acknowledged  the  existence  of  a    tsr  its  abetton  fiiom  the  tarron  of  an 

Divine  Being,  have  likewbe  rsoognised  the  idea    fotnrity. 
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I  fbatl  <io]y  remttk  larthor,  on  this  part  of  evil,  and  would  reme  the  dowocaat  iplrit,  when 
«iy  subject, —-that,  although  the  arjruraents  now  overwhelmed  with  the  disappointnioota  and  lor 
adduced  in  ■oppo«l  of  the  iamortality  of  man  rows  which  are  unavoidable  in  our  present  coa« 
were  len  powerful  than  they  really  are,  they  dition.  So  that,  even  in  this  case,  we  mifhC 
eu|{ht  to  nuike  a  deep  impression  on  the  mind  adopt  the  sentiment  of  an  ancient  philosopher,*^ 
of  every  reflecting  person,  and  determine  the  and  say—"  If  I  am  wrong  in  believing  that  the 
line  of  conduct  which  he  ought  to  pursue.  If  souls  of  men  are  immortal,  I  please  myself  in 
they  were  only  probable — if  they  possessed  no  my  mistake ;  nor  while  T  live  will  I  ever  choose 
greater  degree  of  weigl*t  than  simply  to  over-  that  this  opinion,  with  which  I  am  so  much  de- 
balance  the  opposite  arguments,  still,  it  would  be  lighted,  should  be  wrested  from  me.  But  if,  at 
every  man*s  interest  lo  act  on  the  supposition,  death,  I  am  to  be  annihilated,  as  some  minute 
that  a  fuuire  world  has  a  real  existence.  For,  philosophers  suppose,  I  am  not  afraid  lest  those 
in  the  ordmary  a0airs  of  human  life,  and  even  in  wise  men,  when  extinct  too,  should  laugh  at  my 
(he  sciences,  opr  opinions  and  conduct  are  gene-  error." 

rally  determined  by  a  series  of  probabilities,  and        But,  if  the  arguments  we  have  brought  for- 
a  concurrence  of  reasons,  which  supply  the  want  ward,  amount,  not  only  to  bare  probability,  but  to 
of  more  condusive  evidence  cm  subjects  which  wwrtd  certairUjft  or,  at  least,  to  something  nearly 
are  not  susceptible  of  strict  demonstration.    A  approximating  to  moral  demonstration— if  the 
merchant,  when  he  purchases  a  certain  comao-  opposite  opinion  involves  a  train  of  absurdities, 
dity,  has  no  demonstrative  evidence  that  the  sale  if  it  throws  a  dismal  gloom  over  the  destiny  of 
of  it  shall  ultimately  turn  to  his  advantage ;  but,  man,  and  over  the  scenes  of  the  universe,  and  if 
Irom  a  consideratiim  of  its^  price  and  quality,  of  it  robs  the  Almighty  of  the  most  j^orious  and 
Hie  circumstances  of  trade,  and  of  his  immedi-  distinguishing  attributes  of  his  nature — no  words 
ate  prospects,  he  determines  on  the  purchase ;  are  sufficient  to  express  the  IbUy  and  inconsistea- 
and,  by  acting  on  the  ground  of  simihir  probap  qr  of  the  man,  by  whatever  title  he  may  be 
bilities,  he  c(Hiduets  his  affairs,  so  as  to  issue  in  distinguished,  who  is  determined  to  resist  con- 
his  prosperity  and  success.    A  philosopher  has  viction,  and  who  resolutely  acts,  as  if  the  idea  of 
no  demorutrattve  arguments  to  support  the  one-  a  future  world  were  a  mere  chimera.     To  pass 
half  of  the  opinions  he  has  form«i,  in  relation  through  lift  with  indiflference  and  unconcern,  to 
Co  the  phenomena  of  human  society,  and  of  the  overfc>ok  the  solemn  scenes  of  the  invisible  world, 
anUerial  world.    His  deductions  respecting  the  and  to  brave  the  terrors  of  the  Almighty,  which 
causes  of  the  winds,  of  thunder  and  lightning,  of  may  be  displayed  in  that  state — in  the  face  of  such 
volcanic  eruptions,  of  the  nature  of  light,  sound,  powerful  arguments  as  even  reason  can  produce 
electricity,  galvanism,  and  other  operations  in  —is  not  only  contrary  to  every  prudential  princi- 
tbc  system  of  nature,  are  grounded  on  that  spe-  pie  of  conduct,  but  the  height  of  infatuation  and 
etes  of  reasoning  which  is  termed  arud^giealf  madness.    Such  persons  must  be  left  to  be  arou- 
and  whicfi,  at  best,  amotmts  to  nothing  more  sed  to  consideration,  by  the  awfiil  ccmvictioa 
dmn  a  high  degree  of  probability.     Notwtth-  which  wiU  flash  upon  their  minds,  when  they  are 
standing,  he  feels  no  hesitation  in  prosecuting  transported  to  that  eternal  state  which  they  now 
his  oxporimonts  and  researches,  under  the  gui-  disregard,  and  find  themselves  placed  at  the  bar 
dance  of  such  reasoning,  confident  that  it  will  ul*  of  an  almighty  and  impartial  Judge, 
tiraately  lead  him  to  the  innermost  recesses  of  the        Among  the  considerations  which  have  been 
tempio  of  truth ;  (or  we  know,  that  the  most  adduced  to  prove  the  immortality  of  man,  I  have 
splendid  discoveries  of  modem  times,  have  (M'i-  taken  no  notice  of  an  argument,  which  is  almost 
ginaiod  from  inquiries  snd  observations,  eon-  exclusively  dwdl  upon  by  some  writers,  namely, 
ducted  on  tho  ground  of  analogical  reasoning.  In  that  which  is  founded  on  the  immaUriaU^  of  the 
ttie  ■Banner,  in  the  important  subject  under  con-  human  soul.    I  have  declined  entering  upon  any 
•ideration,  we  ought  to  be  determined  in  our  illustration  of  this  topic,— *1.  Because  the  proof 
views  and  conduct,  even  by  jmi6«6tlitie«,  although  of  the  soul's  immateriality  iovt^ves  a  variety 
tho  arguments  adduced  should  leave  the  question  of  abstract  metaphysical  discussions,  and  re- 
nt issuo  in  some  measure  undoterminod.    For,  quires  replies  to  various  objections  which  have 
it  an  eternal  world  has  a  real  existence,  we  not  been  raised  against  it,  which  would  tend  only  to 
<nily  einbraM  an  crroi  iu  rejecting  this  idea,  but,  perplex  readers    endowed  with  plain    common 
by  acting  in  conformity  with  our  erroneous  eon-  sense.    2.  Because  the  doctrine  of  the  imnuite- 
ccptions,  run  the  risk  of  exposing  ourselves  to  riality  of  the  thinking  principle,  however  clear- 
the  most  dreadful  and  appalling  consequences,  ly  it  may  be  proved,  can  add  nothing  to  the  wei^t 
MThereas,  if  there  be  no  future  state,  the  belief  of  the  considerations  already  brought  forwani ; 
of  it,  accompanied  with  a  corresponding  conduct,  nor,  when  considered  by  itself,  can  it  aflW  any 
can  produce  no  bad  effect  either  upon  our  own  conclusive  argument  in  favour  of  tho  souPs  im- 
minds  or  those  of  others.    On  the  contrary,  it  mortality.    It  simply  leads  us  to  this  ccoehis'^ni 
«ould  prove  a  pleasing  illusion  during  our  pas- 
Mg«,  through  a  world  of  physical  and  moial  •  Cleero* 
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— tbftt,  liiioe  Um  tool  is  an  ttncompoonilod  gab-  endued  it  with  eo  maoy  noble  bcultiet,  can  torn 
■tance,  it  cannot  perish  by  a  decomposition  of    tinue  tti  exisieoce,  through  an  uiJiniited  extern 
its  parts;  and  consequenilyi  may  exist,  in  a  se-  of  duration,  in  a  tlwusand  modes  incomprehen* 
parate  state,  in  the  full  exercise  of  its  powers,  9S»    sible  to  us.    If  a  material  system  of  organka; 
ter  its  corporeal  tenement  is  dissolved.    But  its  powers  be  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  its  en- 
immortality  cannot  necessarily  be  inferred  from  ergles,  be  can  either  clothe  it  with  a  fine  ethe* 
its  natural  capacity  of  existing  in  a  state  of  se»    real  vehide,  at  the  moment  its  present  tenement 
paration  from  the  body ;  for  that  being  who  crea-  is  dissolved,  or  connect  it,  in  another  region  of 
ted  it  may,  if  he  pleases,  reduce  it  to  annihilation,  the  univene,  with  a  corporeal  frame  of  more  ex- 
since  all  the  woiits  of  God,  whether  material  or  quisite  workmanship,  analogous  to  that  which 
immaterial,  depend  wholly  on  that  power  by  which  it  now  animates.  For  any  thmc  we  know  to 
they  were  originally  brought  into  existence.    Its  the  contrary,  there  may  be  aonie  fine  material 
immortality  depends  solely  on  the  will  of  its  Gre*  system,  with  which  it  is  essentially  connected* 
ator,  without  whose  sustaining  energy  the  whole  and  which  goes  off  with  it  at  death,  and  serves 
ereation  would  sink  into  its  original  nothing.    If  as  a  medium  through  which  it  may  bold  a  direct 
it  could  be  proved  that  Qod  wilt  employ  his  communication  with  the  visible  universe.    Evea 
power  to  annihilate  the  soul,  in  vain  should  we  at*  although  its  consciousness  of  existence  were  to 
tempt  to  demonstrate  that  it  is  namrally  hnroor-  be  suspended  for  dioosands  of  years,  ita  Creator 
tal.     But  wbethw  Grod  witti  that  the  soul  should  can  afterwards  invest  it  with  a  new  organical 
be  destroyed  at  death,  is  a  veiy  different  question  frame,  suited  to  the  eiq>an8ive  sphere  of  action 
from  that  which  relates  to  its  nature  as  an  imma-  to  which  it  is  destined ;  and  the  intervening  pe- 
terial  substance.    The  whole  train  of  argument  riod  of  its  repose  may  be  made  to  appear  no 
illustrated  in  the  preceding  pages,  affords,  I  pre-  Itmger  than  the  lapse  of  a  few  moments.    In 
•ume,  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  Creator  will  thwt,  if  God  has  sustained  the  material  universe 
never  annihilate  the  human  soul,  but  has  destined  hitherto,  and  will,  in  all  probability,  continue  it 
it  to  remain  in  the  vigoroos  exercise  of  its  noUe  for  ever  in  existence,  so  that  not  a  single  atoaa 
faculties  to  all  eternity.  now  existing,  shall  at  any  future  period  be  anai- 
Hence  it  follows,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  trivial  hi]ated^-4he  same  Power  and  Intelligenoe  can, 
importance,  when  considering  the  arguments  with  equal  ease,  support  the  thinking  principle 
which  prove  our  immortal  destinj,  whettier  we  in  man,  whatever  may  be  its  nature  er  substance, 
view  the  soul  as  a  mafariof,  or  as  an  immaUrial  and  however  varied  the  transformations  throu^ 
substance.    Suj^kms  I  were  to  yield  to  the  seep-  which  it  may  pass.    If  the  Creator  is  both  able 
tic,  for  a  moment,  the  pomtion,  "  that  the  soul  and  willing  to  perpetuate  the  existence  of  the 
ii  a  material  substance,  and  cannot  exist  but  in  rational  spirit  through  an  endless  duration,  and 
eomiexi(Ni  with  a  material  frame,"  what  would  if  his  wisdom,  benevolence  and  rectitude  require 
be  gain  by  the  concession?    It  would  not  sub-  Ihat  this  object  should  be  accomplished,  all  diffil 
tract  a  single  atom  from  the  weight  of  evidence  cuUies  arising  from  its  nature  or  the  mode  of  its 
which  has  already  been  brought  forward  to  prove  subsistence,  must  at  once  evanish.    The  pre- 
the  immortality  of  man.    For,  if  we  can  |Ht>ve  ceding  arsuments  in  support  uf  a  future  state, 
that  God  has  willed  the  immortality  of  the  soul  are,  therefore,  equally  conclusive,  whether  w« 
•nd,  consequently,  has  determined  to  interpose  consider  the  soul  as  a  pure  immaterial  substance, 
his  ahnighty  power,  in  order  to  support  its  &-  or  as  only  a  peculiar  modification  of  matter  ;  ao 
culties  throughout  an  eternal  existence,  in  vain  that  the  sceptic  who  adopts  the  absord  idea  of  the 
■hall  he  have  proved  that  it  is  not  immortal  m  materiality  of  mind,  cannot,  even  on  this  gnmai 
iti  MlMrv.    He  who  created  the  human  soul  and  invalidate  the  truth  of  man's  eternal  deeimatioB. 


CHAPTER  11. 

PBOOFS  OF  A  FUTURE  STATE  FROM  DITTNE  REVELATfON. 

Tbb  evidences  of  a  Aiture  state,  which  W9  la  illustrating  this  tq>iC|  it  would  be  quite  da  • 
have  endeavoured,  in  the  preceding  pages,  to  io-  necessary  to  enter  into  any  lengthened  details, 
vestigale  on  the  principles  of  human  reason,  are  When  the  divine  authority  of  the  Soriptures 
amply  confirmed  and  illustrated  in  the  Revel  a-  is  recognised,  a  single  proposition  or  assertion, 
tioo  contained  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures.    It  is  when  it  is  clear  and  express,  is  sufficient  to  de* 
one  of  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  that  tennine  the  reality  of  any  fact,  or  the  truth  of 
revelation,  that,  in  every  important  point,  it  any  doctrine;  and  therefore,  I  shall  do  little 
harmonizes  with  the  deductions  of  sound  reason,  more  than  bring  forward  a  few  passages  l)earing 
and  the  principles  of  common  sense.    This  was  on  the  point  under  consideration,  and  inter- 
naturally  to  be  presumed ;  since  God  is  the  au-  sperse  some  occasional  remarks.  As  some  have 
thor  both  of  the  reasoning  faculty,  and  of  the  called  in  question  the  position,  **  that  the  doc- 
declarations  contained  in  the  volume  of  inspi-  trine  of  a  future  state  was  known  to  the  Jews,** 
ration;  and  this  consideration  forms  a  strong  I  shall,  in  the  first  place,  bring  forward  a  few  pas* 
preemptive  argument  in  support  of  the  divine  sages  and  considerations  to  show  that  the  doctrine 
authority  of  the  Scripuires,  and  should  excite  us  of  immortality  was  recognised  under  the  Jewish 
to  receive,  with  cordial  veneration  and  esteem,  as  well  as  under  the  Christian  dispensations, 
a  revelation  which  confirms  the  law  of  nature,  As  the  belief  of  a  future  state  lies  at  the  wery 
and  is  congenial  to  the  sentiments  of  the  wisest  foundation  of  religion,  it  is  impossible  to  suppose, 
and  the  best  of  mankind  in  all  ages.    If  any  that  a  people  w.hom  the  Almighty  had  chosen  to 
serious  inquirer,  who  had  entertained  doubts  be  his  worshippers,  and  the  depositories  of  his 
on  this  subject,  has  been  led  to  a  conviction  revealed  will,  should  have  remained  ignorant  of 
of  the  reality  of  his  immortal  destiny,  by  such  this  interesting  and  fondamental  truth,  and  have 
arguments  as  the  preceding,  he  will  naturally  re-  had  their  views  confined  solely  to  the  fleeting 
sort  to  the  Sacred  Records  for  more  full  informal  scenes  of  the  present  world.    "  Faith,**  says 
taoii  on  this  important  point;  and  I  should  have  Paul,  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  "  is  the 
no  fear  of  any  one  remaining  long  an  enemy  of  confident  expectation  of  tilings  hoped  for,  and 
Revelation,  when  once  a  powerful  conviction  of  the  conviction  ofthingi  not  seen.***  It  indodet 
a  future  state  has  been  deeply  impressed  on  his  a  belief  in  the  existence  of  GM,  and  of  the  re- 
mind.   If  a  man  is  fuUy  convinced  that  he  is  wards  of  a  life  to  come ;  for,  says  the  same 
standing  every  moment  on  the  verge  of  an  eter-  apostle,  **  He  that  oometh  to  God  must  believe 
nal  state,  he  cannot  but  feel  anxious  to  aoquire  that  he  |s,  and  that  he  is  the  rewarder  of  them 
the  most  correct  information  that  can  be  obtained  that  diligently  seek  him."    Having  stated  these 
respecting  that  world  which  is  to  constitiiite  his  principles,  he  proceeds  to  show,  that  the  ancient 
everlasting  abode ;  and  if  he  is  altogether  care-  patriarchs  were  animated  in  all  their  services  by 
less  and  insensible  in  this  respect,  it  is  quite  their  conviction  of  the  realities  of  a  future  and 
clear,  that  he  has  no  thorough  conviction  of  the  invisible  worU.    With  respect  to  Abraham  hn 
realities  of  a  life  to  come.  informs  us,  that "  he  expected  a  city  which  had 
The  Christian  Revelation  has  "brought  life  foundations,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God." 
and  immortality  to  light,**  not  so  much  on  ao-  He  obtained  no  such  city  in  the  earthly  Canaan; 
count  of  the  express  assurance  it  gives  of  the  and  therefore  we  must  necessarily  suppose,  that 
reality  of  a  future  world,  but  chiefly,  as  it  clear-  his  views  were  directed  to  mansions  of  perpetui- 
ty exhibits  the  nature  and  the  employments  of  ty  beyond  the  conges  of  the  |vesent  workL 
that  state,  iu  endless  duration,  the  ground  on  With  respect  to  Moses,  he  says,  that  under  all 
which  we  can  expect  happiness  in  it,  and  the  bis  persecutions  and  afflictions,  "  be  endured  ai 
dispositions  and  virtues  which  qualify  us  for  seeing  Him  who  is  invisible ;  for  be  had  a  n» 
relishing  its  exercises  and  enjoying  its  felicities ;  q)ect  to  the  recompense  of  reward,"    That  re* 
and  particularly,  as  it  opens  to  our  view  the  glo-  ward  did  not  consist  in  temporal  grandeur,  other- 
nous  scene  of  a  **  remimelion  from  th*  dtad,^  wise,  be  might  have  enjoyed  it  in  much  man 
and  the  re-union  oi  sou)  and  body  in  the  maO" 
ikms  of  bliu.  «  Doddridge's  TrauAatfon  of  Beb.  tL  1 
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Bpleodour  and  aecuritj  in  Egypt,  as  the  aon  of  imniortaUty.    ^<  I  know/'  aaya  he,  "  that  my 

Pharaob*B  daaghter ;  nor  did  it  ooniist  in  the  Redeemer  livethi  and  that  he  shall  stand  at  ihe 

possession  of  Canaan,  fi>r  he  was  not  permitted  latter  day  upon  the  earth :  and,  after  I  awake^ 

to  enter  into  that  goodly  land.    It  must,  there-  ihou^  this  body  shall  be  destroyed,  yet  out  ot 

fore,  hare  been  the  celestial  inheritance  to  which  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God.*'    In  various  other  pa»- 

the  eye  of  his  faith  looked  forward,  as  the  object  sages  of  the  prophets,  not  only  a  future  statei 

of  his  joyful  anticipation.    With  regard  to  all  ^ut  a  resurrection  from  the  grave  and  the  solem~ 

the  other  patriarchs  whose  names  btand  high  oil  nities  of  the  day  of  judgment  are  plainly  inti* 

the  tecoeim  of  the  Old- Testament  Church,  he  mated.     **  The  dead  men  shall  live,  together 

declares,  that  '*  they  confessed  that  they  were  with  my  dead  body  shall  they  rise.    Awake  and 

strangers  and  pilgrims  on  earth,"  that  *'  they  de-  sing,  ye  that  dwell  in  dust ;  for  thy  dew  is  as  the 

dared  plainly  that  they  sought  a  better  country,  dew  of  herbs,  and  the  earth  shall  cast  out  the 

that  is,  an  heavenly ;"  and  that  those  who  "  were  dead."    "  Rejoice,  O  young  man,  in  thy  ycuth, 

tortured"  to  induce  them  to  renounce  their  re-  and  walk  in  the  ways  of  thy  heart,  and  in  tbt 

ligion,  endured  their  sufferings  with  invincible  sight  of  thine  eyes :  but  know  thou,  that  for  ali 

fortitude,  "  not  accepting  deliverance"  when  it  these  things  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment." 

was  offered  them,  "  that  tkty  might  obtain  a  bel^  "  For  God  shall  bring  every  work  into  judgment, 

ter  rcstorsetion."  with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  gcKMi,  or 

In  accordance  with  these  declarations,  the  whether  it  be  eviL"    "  Many  of  them  that  sleep 

prophets,  in  many  parts  of  their  writings,  speak  in  the  dust  of  the  earth  shall  awake,  some  to 

decisively  of  their  expectations  of  a  fiiture  life,  everlasting  life,  and  some  to  shame  and  ever- 

and  of  the  ooosolation  the  prospect  of  it  afforded  lasting  contempt.    And  they  that  be  wise  shall 

them,  under  their  sufferings.    "  As  for  me,"  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  hnnament ;  and 

says  the  Psalmist,  **l  shall  behold  thy  face  in  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the  star* 

ri^teousness ;  I  shall  be  satisfied  when  I  awake  for  ever  and  ever." 

with  thy  likeness."  "My  flesh  shall  rest  in  One  reason,  among  others,  why  the  doctrine 
hope  ;  for  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  the  of  a  future  state  is  not  frequently  adverted  to, 
grave.  Thou  wilt  show  me  the  path  of  life  :  in  and  treated  in  detsil,  in  the  writings  of  the  Old 
2iy  presence  is  fulness  of  joy ;  at  thy  right  hand  Testament,  undoubtedly  is,  that  it  was  a  truth 
are  pleasures  ibr  evermore."  **  Yea,  though  I  go  well  understood,  so  generally  recognised,  and 
walk  through  the  valley  of  the  i^adow  of  death,  so  essential  to  the  very  idea  of  religion,  tl^t  it 
I  will  fear  no  evil ;  for  thou  art  with  me.  Surely  would  have  been  superfluous  to  have  dwelt  upon 
goodness  and  mercy  will  foUow  me  all  the  days  it  in  detail,  or  to  have  brought  it  forward  as  a 
of  my  life,  and  I  ^eil  du>eU  in  the  hnue  t^  the  new  discovery.  This  doctrine  is  implied  in  tte 
Lard  for  ever."  *<God  will  redeem  my  soul  phraseology  ofthe  Old  Testament,  in  many  caaef 
from  the  grave;  for  he  will  receive  me.**  '<  Whom  where  there  is  no  direet  reference  to  a  future 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  7  and  there  is  none  world,  as  in  such  passages  as  the  following :  **  I 
npoo  earth  that  I  desire  besides  thee.  Thou  am  the  God  of  thy  father,  the  God  of  Abraham, 
wilt  guide  me  with  thy  counsel,  and  aflerward  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob :"  Ex- 
receive  me  to  gfery.  My  flesh  and  my  heart  od.  iii.  6.  Our  Saviour  has  taught  us  to  consi- 
shall  fail ;  but  God  is  the  strength  of  my  heart  der  this  and  similar  passages  as  embodying  tha 
and  fi^  portion  for  ever.**  Nothing  can  be  more  doctrine  of  a  future  life.  **  For  God  is  not  tho 
dear  anid  express  than  such  declarations.  If  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living."  If  the  holy 
psalmist  had  no  belief  in  a  fiiture  state,  and  no  patriarchs  whose  names  are  here  comroemo- 
bopes  of  enjoying  its  felicities,  afler  the  termi-  rated  with  so  much  honour,  were  reduced  to  the 
nation  of  his  earthly  pilgrimage,  his  language  is  condition  of  the  clods  of  the  valley,  and  if  their 
absolutely  without  meaning.  What  rational  in-  intellectual  part  were  not  in  existence,  Jehovah 
terpretation  can  be  given  to  the  expressions  of  would  never  own  the  high  relation  of  a  God  to 
"  dwelling  in  the  house  of  God  for  ever,"  afler  those  whom  he  has  finally  abandoned,  and  suf^ 
his  days  on  earth  are  numbered-«of  "Jehovah  fered  to  sink  into  non-existence.  Consequently^ 
being  his  everlasting  portion,"  afler  his  heart  had  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  were  living  and  in- 
ceased  to  beat— and  of  his  being"  redeemed  from  telligent  beings,  in  another  state,  when  this  de* 
the  grave,"  and  put  in  possession  of  "  fulness  of  claration  was  made  to  Moses  at  the  burning  bosh, 
joy,"  and  "  everlasting  pleasures,"— if  his  views  The  phrase,  "  He  was  gathered  to  his  people,* 
were  confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  time,  and  inq>Iies  a  similar  sentiment.  In  Gen.  xxv.  it  is 
the  boundaries  of  the  earthly  Canaan  ?  Such  said,  "  Abraham  gave  up  the  ghost,  and  was 
stpressioos  would  be  a  species  of  bombast  and  gathered  to  hie  people.**  This  expression  is  not 
hyperbole  altogether  mooosistent  with  the  dig-  to  be  viewed  as  importing  that  he  was  borieii 
nity  and  veracity  of  an  inspired  writer.  with  his  fiithers ;  for  the  fiihers  of  Abraham  wers 

Job,  that  illustrious  example  of  patience  under  buried  several  hundreds  of  miles  from  iho  cav» 

affliction,  consoled  his  spirit  in  the  midst  of  ad-  of  Madipelah,  in  which  Abraham's  wuatttl 

f  arsity  by  the  hopes  he  entertained  of  a  bleised  mains  were  deposited,^— aoma  of  then  m 
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maA  €i  ChaldMi,  and  lome  of  them  in  th«  country  ish.*'    **  In  my  Father's  houce  aro  many  man- 

oT  Mesopotamia,  which  lay  at  a  coniiderablo  sions :  if  it  were  not  so  I  would  have  told  you. 

distance  firom  the  land  of  Canaan.    The  tnie  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  And  I  will  eorae 

meaning  must  therefore  be,  Uiat  he  was  *'  ga-  again,  and  receive  you  to  myself,  ibat  where  I 

tbered*'  to  the  assembly  of  the  righteous,  to  the  am  there  you  may  be  also."  And  again,  "  Many 

blessed  society  of  those  congenial  spirits,  emi-  shall  come  from  the  east  and  the  west,  and  shall 

nent  for  their  piety,  who  had  passed  before  him  sit  down  wiih  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob, 

into  the  invisible  world.    Hence,  says  the  Psal-  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven."     **  Then  shall  the 

mist,  **  Qather  not  my  soul  with  sinners."—  righteous  shine  forth  as  the  sun.  in  the  kingdom 

Hence,  says  Job,  when  describing  the  miseries  of  their  Father." 

of  the  wicked,  **  The  rich  man  diall  lie  down"        While  theso  and  similar  passages  clearly  d«- 

in  the  grave,  "  but  he  thatl  not  he  gathered  f*  moostrate  the  certainty  of  an  eternal  world,  and 

and  the  prophet,  when  personating  the  Messiah,  the  future  happiness  of  the  righteous— the  apos- 

declares,  **  Though  Israel  be  not  gathered^  yet  ties  and  evangelbts  are  equally  explicit  in  as- 

■hall  I  be  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  Jehovah."  sorting  the  future  misery  of  the  wicked.    "  The 

These  remarks  may  suffice  to  show,  that  the  unrighteous  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  Go!d," 

doctrine  of  a  future  state  was  Imown,  and  gene-  but  '*  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punidimettt." 

rally  recognised,  by  the  venerable  patriarchs  and  *'  The  Lord  Jesus  shall  be  revealed  from  heaven, 

other  illustrious  characters  that  flourished  under  with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  veo- 

the  Jewish  dispensation.  geance  on  them  them  that  know  not  God,  and  who 

That  this  doctrine  is  exhibited  m  the  dearest  obey  not  the  Gospel:  who  shall  be  punished  with 
light  in  the  ChrUtian  Revelation,  has  never  been  everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of  the 
disputed,  by  any  class  of  religionists,  nor  even  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power."  "  At 
by  infidels  Uiemselves.  In  this  revelation,  how-  the  end  of  the  world,  the  angels  shall  oome  forth 
ever,  the  doctrine  of  immortality  is  not  attempted  and  sever  the  wicked  firom  among  the  just,  and 
to  be  proved  by  any  laboured  arguments  or  su-  shall  cast  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire,  where  »hs\ 
pematural  evidences,  nor  is  it  brought  forward  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth."  "  The  iear^ 
as  a  new  discovery.  It  is  evidently  taken  for  ful  and  unbelieving,  and  murderers,  and  whore- 
granted,  and  incidentally  interwoven  through  all  mongers,  and  sorcerers,  and  idolaters,  and  all  liars, 
Sie  discourses  of  our  Saviour  and  his  apo«-  shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  which  bumetb 
ties,  as  a  truth  which  lies  at  the  fiiundation  of  with  fire  and  brimstone.  There  shall  in  nowise 
religion,  and  which  never  ought  for  a  moment  enter  into  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  any  thing  that 
to  1m  called  in  question.  In  elucidating  this  to-  defileth,  neither  whatsoever  worketh  abomiitatioa, 
pic,  it  will  be  quite  sufficient  simply  to  quote  a  or  maketb  a  lie." 
few  passages  from  the  New-Testament  writers.        The  way  by  which  happiness  in  the  future  world 

Paul,  when  looking  forward  to  the  dissolution  may  be  obtained  is  also  clearly  exhibited.  "  Eut  • 
of  his  mortal  fi«me,  declares,  in  his  own  name,  nal  life  is  the  gift  of  God,  tiirough  Jesus  Christ 
and  in  the  name  of  all  Christians—**  Our  light  our  Lord."  "  For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that 
affliction,  which  is  but  fi^  a  moment,  worketh  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever 
oat  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish  but  have  over- 
weight of  glory ;  while  we  aim  not  at  things  bsting  life."  "  This  is  the  record,  that  God 
which  are  visible,  but  at  those  which  are  invisi-  bath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  this  Kfo  is  in 
Ue ;  for  the  things  which  are  visible  are  tempo-  his  son."  "  The  God  of  all  grace  bath  called 
rary,  but  those  which  are  invisible  are  eternal,  us  unto  his  eternal  glory  by  Christ  Jesus."— The 
For  we  know,  that,  if  this  earthly  house  of  our  dispositions  of  those  on  whom  this  happiness  will 
tabernacle  were  dissolved,  we  have  a  building  of  be  conferred,  and  the  train  of  action  which  pro- 
God,  an  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  pares  us  for  the  enjoyment  of  eternal  bliss,  are 
the  heavens."  When  the  time  of  his  deparhiro  likewise  distinctly  described.  **  Whatsoever  a 
from  the  body  was  at  hand,  he  declared,  '*  I  have  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap.  He  that 
fought  the  good  fight,'  I  have  finished  my  course,  toweth  to  the  flesh,  shall  of  the  flettb  reap  cor^ 
I  Imve  kept  the  faith :  henceforth  there  is  laid  op  mptioo ,  but  he  that  soweth  to  the  spirit,  shall  of 
for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  right-  the  spirit  reap  life  everlasting."  "  To  them  who, 
ecus  Judgo  shall  give  me  at  that  day ;  and  not  to  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doing,  seek  for 
me  only,  but  to  all  them  that  love  his  appearing."  glory,  honour,  and  immortality,  God  will  recom* 
The  apostle  Peter  declares,  that  believers  **  are  pense  eternal  life."  **  The  pure  m  heart  sbaU 
regenerated  to  the  lively  hope  of  an  inberitanoe  see  God."  "  He  that  doeth  the  wiU  qf  Chd  a6»- 
inoorruptible,undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  dtthfor  ever,**  **Hm  that  ooereemetk  vrHll  I 
reserved  in  heaven  for  them."  "  When  the  chief  make  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  my  God,  and  be 
Shepherd  shall  appear,  we  shaU  receive  a  crown  riiall  go  no  more  out."  "  Blessed  are  they  that 
of  glory,  which  fadeth  not  away."  Our  Saviour  do  his  commandments,  that  they  may  have  a  rigdt 
declares,  in  reference  lo  his  servants,  '<  I  give  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  through  thegsUt 
■BIO  them  denial  Ufe,  and  they  shall  never  per*  into  the  dty." 
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The  nature  of  the  heaTanly  felicity,  and  the  never  to  bare  fomed  the  moat  distant  ooneeptiom 
empiojfiments  of  the  (htore  world,  are  likewiie  in-  that  the  bodiei  of  men,  after  putrefying  in  the 
cidentally  seated  and  illtiitrated.  The  foonda-  grave,  would  ever  be  reanimated ;  and  hnnoe, 
tion  of  happioeas  in  that  state  is  declared  to  con-  when  Paul  declared  this  doctrine  to  the  Atneniaji 
aist  in  perfect  freedom  from  moral  impurity,  and  philosophers,  he  was  pronounced  to  be  a  babbler, 
in  the  attainment  of  moral  perfection.  "  No  one  This  sublime  and  consiriukg  truth,  however,  is 
who  worketh  abomination  can  enter  the  gates  of  put  beyond  aU  doubt  by  our  Saviour  and  his 
he  Now  Jerusalem.*'  *<  Christ  Jesus  gave  him-  apostles.—^*  The  hour  is  coming,*'  says  Jesus, 
self  for  the  church,  that  be  might  sanctify  end  "  when  all  that  are  in  the  graves  diall  hear  the 
cleanse  it,  and  that  he  might  present  it  to  himself  voice  of  the  Son  of  Qod,  vad  i^all  come  forth: 
a  glorious  church,  holy,  and  without  blemish."  they  that  have  done  good,  to  the  resurrection  of 
The  honour  which  awaits  the  faithful,  in  the  hea-  life  ;  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  to  the  resur- 
venly  world,  is  designated  **  a  crown  of  righteous  rection  of  condemnation."  *<  I  am  the  resurrec- 
ncw ."  The  inheritance  to  which  they  are  deeti*  tion  and  the  life :  he  that  believelh  in  roe,  though 
ned  is  declared  to  be  "undefiled"  with  moral  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live.**  "Why  should 
pollution ;  and  it  is  *'  an  inheritance  amon;  them  it  be  thought  a  thing  incredible  that  Goid  should 
that  iar$  tanetifitd.**  "  When  Christ,  who  is  our  raise  the  dead  ?"  ^  We  look  for  the  Saviour, 
life,  shall  appear,"  says  the  Apostle  John,  "  im  who  shall  change  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be 
AaU  fre  Uht  him**  adorned  with  all  the  beauties  ftshioned  like  unto  his  glorious  body,  according 
of  holiness  which  he  displayed  on  earth  as  our  to  the  energy  by  which  he  is  able  even  to  sub- 
pattern  and  exemplar.  The  an|ifeyifunC«  of  that  due  aO  things  to  himself.''  **We  shall  all  be 
World  are  represented  as  consisting  in  adoration  changed,  in  a  moment,  in  the  twbkling  of  an 
of  the  Creator  of  the  universe,  in  the  celebration  eye,  at  the  last  trump;  for  the  trumpet  shall 
of  his  praises,  in  the  contemplation  of  his  works,  sound,  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised  incorruptible, 
and  in  those  active  services,  flowing  from  the  and  we  shall  be  changed."— The  nature  of  this 
purestlbvo,  which  have  a  tendency  to  promote  the  change,  and  the  quaUtUt  of  the  resurrection* 
harmony  and  felicity  of  the  intelligent  creaticm.  body,  are  likewise  particularly  described  by  Paul 
*'  I  beheld,"  said  John,  when  a  vision  of  the  in  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  first  epistle  to  the 
future  world  was  presented  to  bis  view,  "and,  lo,  Corinthians.  "  It  is  sown,"  or  comnutted  to 
a  great  multitude,  which  no  man  could  number,  the  grave  **  in  corruption ;  it  is  raised  in  tncar> 
of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people, '  and  n^rfion,"— liable  no  more  to  decay,  disease  and 
toi^ues,  stood  before  the  throne,  clothed  in  i^ite  death,  but  immortal  as  its  Creator.  **  It  is  raised 
robes,  crying  with  a  loud  voice,  Salvation  to  our  in  Poitoer,"— endued  with  strength  and  vigour 
God  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  incapable  of  being  weakened  or  exhausted,  and 
Lamb.  Blessingf  and  glory,  and  wisdom,  and  fitted  to  accompany  the  mind  in  its  most  vigcfw 
thanksgiving,  and  honour,  and  power,  be  ascribed  ous  activities.-^"It  is  raised  in  glory"— destined 
to  our  God  forever  and  ever."  That  the  coo»  to  flourish  in  immortal  youth  and  beanty,  and 
tmnplation  of  the  works  of  God  is  one  leading  firrayed  in  a  splendour  similar  to  that  which 
part  of  the  exercises  of  the  heavenly  inhabitants,  appeared  on  the  body  of  Christ  when  "  his  face 
appears,  from  the  scene  presoated  to  the  same  did  shine  as  the  sun,  and  his  raiment  became 
apostle,  in  another  vision,  where  the  same  eeles-  white  and  glittering."—"  It  is  raised  a  ^intuti 
tial  choir  are  represented  as  falling  down  before  body"— re&ed  to  the  highest  pitch  of  which 
Him  that  sat  on  the  throne,  and  saying,  "  Thou  matter  is  susceptible,  capable  of  the  moat  vi« 
art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory,  and  honour,  gorous  exertions  and  of  the  swiftest  movemenle, 
and  power ;  for  thou  hast  created  all  things,  and  endued  wit^  organs  of  perception  of  a  more  ex- 
for  thy  pleasure  they  are,  and  were  created."  quisite  and  sublime  nature  than  those  with  whicb 
Such  sublime  adorations  and  ascriptions  of  praise,  it  is  now  furnished,  and  fitted  to  act  as  a  suitable 
are  the  natural  results  of  their  profound  investi-  vehicle  for  the  soul  in  all  its  celestial  services 
gations  of  the  w<mderftil  worics  of  God.  In  and  sublime  investigations, 
accordance  with  the  exerciees  of  these  holy  intel-  Such  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  disdorares 
Hgences,  another  chorus  of  die  celestial  inhabi-  which  the  Christian  Revelation  has  made 
tants  is  exhibited  as  singing  the  song  of  Moses,  respecting  the  etenial  destiny  of  mankind  ■ 
Um  servant  of  God,  and  the  song  of  the  Lamb,  subject  of  infinite  importance  to  every  rational 
saying,  ^  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works,  being— a  subject  of  ioeflaUe  sublimity  mad 
Lord  God  Almighty,  just  and  tnieare  thy  ways^  grandeur;  which  throws  into  the  shade  the  moat 
•bou  King  of  saints."  important  transactions,  and  the  most  splendid 

The  resurrection  of  die  body  to  an  immortal  pageantry  of  this  sublunaiy  scene— a  subject 

life,  is  also  declared,  in  the  plainest  and  most  which  shoukl  be  interwoven  with  all  oar  plaiM. 

decisive  language.    This  is  one  of  the  peculiar  pursuits  and    social    intercourees,  and  whicb 

diseoveries  of  Revelation;  for,  although    the  ought  never  for  a  moment  to  be  banished  &oni 

ancient  sages  of  the  heathen  world  generally  our  thoughts.— I  shall,  therefore,  conclude   thin 

idmttted  ilw  immnrta)lt»  qf  the  soul,  they  seem  department  of  my  subject  with  a  remaik  or 
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«»  m  PftACTiOAL  IVFLUXKCB  WHICH  THB  evefj  thing  around  Umid  were  xMAmngnttibe,  and 

AOCTAINX  oy  ▲  rv-rvBX  itatx  ought  to  as  if  their   present  enjoyments  were  to  WsC 

■ATS  OToar  ocTR  AFixoTiosB  AiTO  COM-  fer  evet. 

DUCT.  If  this  representation  be  founded  on  &ct»  we 

'  nay  assuredly  conclude,  that  the  great  bulk  of 

When  we  look  around  us  on  tne  busy  scene  of  mankind  have  no  fixed  belief  of  the  reality  of  a 
numaa  life,  and  especially  when  we  oooteraplate  fiiture  world,  and  thai  more  than  the  one  half  of 
the  bustle  and  pageantry  which  appear  in  a  those  who  profess  an  attachment  to  religion,  are 
populous  city,  we  can  scarcely  help  concludrng,  as  little  influenced  in  Iheir  general  conduct  by 
that  the  great  majority  of  human  beings  that  this  solemn  consideration,  as  if  it  were  a  matter 
pass  in  reriew  befi»re  us,  are  acting  as  if  the  of  mere  iancy,  or  of "  doubtful  disputation."  Ji 
presem  world  were  their  ereriasiing  abode,  and  is  somewhat  Strang,  and  even  paradoxical,  that, 
as  if  they  had  no  relation  to  an  invisible  state  of  amidst  the  nerer-oeasing  changes  which  are 
existence.  To  indulge  in  sensual  gratifications^  taking  pbce  among  the  living  beings  around  us, 
to  acqdire  power,  wealth  and  fiune,  to  gratily  men  should  so  seUum  look  beyond  the  grave  to 
vanityj  ambition'and  pride,  to  amuse  themsslves  which  they  are  all  advancing,  and  so  seldom 
with  pictures  of  &ncy,  with  fantastic  exhibitions,  make  inquiries  into  the  certainty  and  the  nature 
theatrical  scenes  and  vain  shows,and  (o  endeavour  of  that  s|^e  into  whidi  the  tide  of  time  has  can* 
to  banish  every  thought  of  death  and  eternity  ried  all  the  former  generations  of  mankind.  If 
fiom  the  mind,  appear  to  be  in  their  view  the  a  young  man  were  made  fully  assured  that,  at 
great  and  ultimate  ends  of  existence.  This  is  the  end  of  two  years,  he  should  obtain  the  sove- 
the  case,  not  merely  of  those  who  openly  avow  reignty  of  a  fertile  ishmd  in  the  Indian  ocean, 
Uiemselves  "men  of  the  world,"  and  call  in  where  he  should  enjoy  every  earthly  pleasure  his 
question  the  reality  of  a  future  existence ;  but  heart  could  desire,---his  soul  would  naturally 
also  of  thousands  who  regularly  frequent  our  bound  at  the  prospect,  ho  would  search  his  maps 
worshipping  assemblies,  and  profess  their  belief  to  ascertain  the  precise  position  of  his  future 
in  the  realities  of  an  eternal  stare.  They  listen  residence,  he  would  make  inquiries  re«>ecting  it 
to  the  doctrinos  of  eternal  life,  and  of  fliture  at  those  travellers  who  had  either  vuited  the 
punishment,  without  attempting  to  question  spot  or  passed  near  iu  confines ;  lie  would  pe* 
either  their  reality  or  their  importance,  but  as  ruse  with  avidity  the  descriptions  which  geogra* 
soon  as  they  retire  fimn  *'  the  place  of  the  phers  have  given  of  its  natural  scenery,  its  soil 
h(riy,'*  and  mingle  in  the  social  circle,  and  the  and  climate,  its  productions  and  inhabitants*,  and, 
bustle  of  business,  every  in^»ression  of  invisible  before  bis  departure,  he  would  be  careful  to  pro- 
realities  evanishes  from  their  minds,  as  if  it  had  vide  every  thing  that  might  be  requisite  (or  his 
been  merely  a  dream  or  a  vision  of  the  night,  future  enjoyment.  If  a  person,  when  setting  out 
To  cultivate  the  intellectual  faculties,  to  aspire  on  a  journey  which  he  was  obliged  to  under- 
after  moral  excellence,  to  devote  the  active  take,  were  infixmed  that  his  road  lay  through  a 
powers  to  the  glory  of  the  Creator,  and  the  bene-  dangerous  tsrritory,  where  he  should  be  exposed, 
fit  of  mankind ;  to  live  as  strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  ope  hand,  to  the  risk  of  fiUling  headlong 
upon  earth,  to  consider  the  glories  of  this  world  into  unfittbomable  gulfii,  and,  on  the  oUier,  to  the 
as  a  transient  scene  that  wUI  soon  pass  away,  attacks  of  merciless  savages,— he  would  walk 
and  to  keep  the  eye  constantly  fixed  on  the  reali*  with  caution,  he  would  look  around  him  at  every 
ties  of  an  immortal  life— are  characteristics  of  step,  and  he  would  wekome  with  gratitude  any 
only  a  comparatively  small  number  of  indivi-  friradly  guide  that  would  direct  his  steps  to  the 
duals  scattered  ami<bt  the  swariping  population  place  of  his  destination.  But,  in  relation  to  a  fu- 
ar  )und  us,  who  are  frequently  regarded  by  their  ture  and  invisible  world,  there  exist,  in  the  minds 
felbws  as  a  mean-spirited  aiMi  ignoble  race  of  of  the  bulk  of  mankind,  a  most  unaooountable 
beings.  Though  death  is  making  daily  havoc  apathy  and  indifference ;  and  not  only  an  indtl- 
around  them,  though  their  friends  and  relatives  ierence,  but,  in  many  instances,  a  determined 
are,  year  after  year,  dropping  into  the  grave,  resolution  not  to  listen  to  any  thing  that  may  be 
though  poets  and  orators,  princes  and  philoeo-  -taid  respecting  if.  To  broach  the  subject  of  ini»> 
phen,  statesmen  and  stage«players,  are  continu-  mortality,  in  certain  convivial  cirdes,  would  bo 
ally  disappearing  from  the  living  world ;  though  considered  as  approaching  to  an  insult ;  and  tha 
sidmess  and  disease  are  raging  around  and  lay-  person  who  had  the  hardihood  to  do  so,  wouid 
ing  their  victims  of  every  age  prostrate  in  the  be  regarded  as  a  rode,  sanctimonious  intruder 
dust,  and  though  they  frequently  walk  over  How  unaccountably  foolish  and  prsposlsrous  if 
ihe  solemn  recesses  of  the  burying  ground,  and  sudi  a  conduct !  especially  when  we  consider, 
tread  upon  the  ashes  of  **the  mighty  man,  and  that  those  very  persons  who  seem  to  be  entirely 
the  man  of  war,  the  judge  and  this  ancient,  the  regardless  whetlier  they  shall  sibk  into  the  gulf 
conning  artificer,  and  the  eloquent  orator,"— ^et  of  annihilation,  or  into  the  regions  of  endiesi 
they  prosecute  the  path  of  dissipation  and  vanity  perdition,  will  pass  whole  days  and  nights  ia 
with  as  much  keenness  and  resolution,  as  a  chagrin  and  despair  fior  the  iosi  of  mow  smplof* 
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nirati  for  a  ilight  ^oot,  or  for  aome  imagiiuurj  workera  of  iniquity,  vho  nmi  from  ooe  soene  of 
.  roflection  on  their  reputation  and  honour !  dissipation  to  another,  who  wastes  his  time  in 
Were  it  necessary  to  bring  forward  additional  Killy  and  extravagance,  and  whose  life  is  but  ooo 
proofs  that  the  greater  part  of  mankind  have  no  continued  crime  7    Or  can  we  even  suppose 
belief  in  a  future  state,  or,  which  amounts  near-  that  that  clergyman,  who  is  unremittingly  aspi- 
ly  to  the  same  thing,  that  it  has  no  influence  ring  after  preferment,  who  is  mercilessly  fleeciog 
whatever^  the  general  tenor  of  their  thoughts  his  flock,  yet  neglecting  their  instruction,  and 
and  actioA— the  prominent  features  of  their  con-  engaged  in  incessant  litigations  about  some  pal- 
duct  afford  abundant  oviden<»  of  this  melancholy  try  tythes,  seriously  believes,  that  the  treasures 
truth.    WouU  a  man,  who  firmly  believes  that  of  this  wodd  are  unworthy  to  be  compared  with 
he  is  clestined  to  an  everlasting  state,  pass  that '*  exceeding  great  and  eternal  weight  of  glorr 
fifty  or  sixty  years  of  his  life  without  spending  which  is  about  to  be  revealed  in  the  life  to  oome  7^ 
ono  serious  thought  about  that  unknown  futu-  Such  conduct  plainly  indicates,  whatever  pro- 
rity  into  which  ho  is  soon  to  enter,  or  making  feasions  certain  descriptions  of  these  charao 
the  least  im^uiry  respecting  its  nature  and  em-  ters  may  make,  that  the  solenm  realities  of  the 
ploytnents  ?    Would  he  toil  from  morning  to  eternal  world  have  no  more  pmotical  influence 
Bight,  with  inoessant  care,  td  lay  up  a  few  fleets  on  their  minds  than  if  they  regarded  them  aa 
ing  treasures,  and  never  spend  a  single  hour  in  unsubstantial  phantoms,  or  as  idle  dreams, 
considering  what  preparations  are  requisite  for        The  doctrine  of  a  future  state  is  not  a  mere 
an  endless  existence  t    Would  he  spurn  at  that  speculative  proposition,  to  serve  aa  a  subject  of 
book  which  has  unveiled  the  glories  and  the  metaphysical  investigation,  or  to  be  a<hnittea 
terrors  of  eternity,  and  "  brought  life  and  iromor-  merely  to  complete  a  system  of  philosophical  or 
t%Uty  to  light  ?*'    Would  he  sneer  at  the  person  theological  belief.    It  is  a  truUi  of  the  highest 
who  is  inquiring  the  way  to  a  blessed  immortality,  yraoAoid  in^portonee,  which  ought  to  be  inter- 
and  oount  him  as  an  enemy  when  be  wished  to  woven  with  the  whole  train  of  our  thoughts  an^ 
direct  his  attention  to  the  conoems  of  aa  unseen  actions.    Yet  how  many  are  there,  even  of 
worki  7    Can  that  man  be  supposed  to  believe  those  who  bear  the  Christian  name,  who  are 
that  a  crown  of  glory  awaits  him  in  the  heavens,  incessantly  engaged  in  boisterous  disputes  re- 
whose  whole  soul  is  absorbed  in  the  pursuits  of  specting  the  nature  of /oit/i,  who  have  never  felt 
ambition,  and  who  tramples  on  every  principle  the  influence  of  that  feith  which  is'  '*  the  coi^ 
of  truth  and  justice,  in  order  to  gain  possession  dent  expectation  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the 
of  a  post  of  opulence  and  honour?    Can  ttiose  conviction  of  things  which  are  not  seen,"  and 
parents  believe  that  in  heaven  there  is  "  a  trea-  which  realizes  to  the  mind,  as  if  actually  present^ 
sure  that  fedeth  not,"  while  they  teach  their  the  glories  of  the  invisible  world !    If  we  really 
children  to  conclude,  that  the  acquisition  of  a  believe  the  doctrine  of  immortality,  it  will  mani- 
forhme,  and  the  iavor  of  the  great,  are  the  grand  fost  itself  in  our  thoughts,  affections  and  pm^ 
objects  to  which  they  should  aspire  7    Can  that  suits.    It  mU  Upd  v»  to  farm  a  Jutt  eUimate  oj 
old  hoary-beaded  votary  of  pleasure  consider  the  oa^M  ofaU  earthiy  mjv^mtnU,    For,  in  the 
himself  as  standing  on  the  verge  of  an  eternal  light  of  eternity,  all  the  secular  pursuits  in  which 
world,  who  still  indulges  himself  in  all  the  fashion-  men  now  engage,  appear  but  as  vanity,  and  aD 
able  follies  and  frivolities  of  the  age,  and  never  the  dazzling  objects  which  fascinate  their  eyes, 
easts  an  eye  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  grave?  as  fleeting  shadows.    A  realizing  view  of  an 
Can  that  bard-hearted  worldling,  who  shuU  his  eternal  slate  dissipates  the  illusion  which  the 
ears  at  the  cry  of  the  poor  and  needy,  and  who  eye  of  sense  throws  over  the  pageantry  and 
grasps  his  treasures  with  eagerness  even  amidst  the  splendours  of  this  world,  and  teaches  us 
the  agonies  of  dissolution — believe  that  "  a  r^  that  all  is  transitory  and  fading,  and  that  our 
compense  of  reward"  awaits  the  benevolent "  at  most  exquisite  earthly  enjoyments  will  ere  long 
the  resurrectbn  of  the  just  7"    Can  that  man  be  snatched  from  our  embrace.    For,  not  a  sin- 
be  impressed  with  the  solemnities  of  the  eternal  gle  mark  of  our  sublunary  honours,  not  a  single 
world,  who,  the  moment  after  he  has  committed  farthing  of  our  boasted  treasures,  not  a  single 
the  remains  of  a  relative  to  the  grave,  violates  trace  of  our  splendid  possessions,  nor  a  sing^ 
ever)  humane,  and  friendly  feeling,  and  for  the  line  of  the  beauty  of  our  persons,  can  be  carried 
sake  of  a  few  paltry  pounds  or  shiUings,  deprives  along  with  us  to  the  regions  beyond  the  gravei 
the  widow  and  the  orphan  of  every  earthly  en-  Jt  toUl  tUmulaU  u»t0  9etaur  qffbdionM  on  Sb'i^a 
joytnent?    Can  that  courtly  sycophant,  who  is  a6oee,  and  to  indvlge  ta  htanmt^  omtempbdiomM 
continually  hunting  after  places  and  pensions,  '*  Where  our  treasure  is,  there  will  our  hearts 
fewning  upon  his  superiors,  and  whose  whole  be  also."    Rising  superior  to  the  delights  of 
S£o  is  a  continued  course  oftreaohery,  adulation  sense,  and  to  the  narrow  boundaries  of  tfaie,  we 
and  falsehood— believe  that  "all  liars  shall  have  will  expatiate  at  large  in  those  boundleas  re* 
their  portion  ic  the  lake  that  bumeth  with  fire  gions  which  eye  hath  not  seen,  and  00Btem> 
and  brimstone  7"     Can  that  thoughtless  de-  plate,  in  the  light  of  reaaoo  and  of  revelatien, 
BUttbee  believe  that  future  punishment  awaits  the  those  tcenei  of  feliciUr  and  grandeur,  whkh  wik 
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test  upoo  ihe  ditembodied  Bpirit,  when  it  bu  world  fhould  excito  us  to  the  exercise  of  e»n- 
dropped  its  earthly  tabernacle  in  the  dust.  Like  tentment,  and  rtamak  our  ndnds  to  uihaiever 
Bweca,  when  he  contemplated,  in  imagination,  privaHonM  or  qfiiction$  Prooidtnee  maty  ctUot  to  us 
ihe  magnitude  and  beauty  of  the  orbs  of  heaven,  in  the  present  world.  **  For  the  suiSerings  of 
we  will  look  down,  with  a  noble  indifierence,  on  the  present  time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared 
the  earth  as  a  scarcely  distinguishable  atom,  and  with  the  glory  which  is  to  he  revealed."  If  we 
■ay, '*  Is  it  to  this  little  spot  ttkt  the  great  designs  beliere  that  the  whole  train  of  circumstances 
and  vast  de^res  of  men  are  confined  7  Is  it  ibr  connected  with  our  present  lot,  is  arranged  by 
this  there  is  such  disturbance  of  nations,  so  Infinite  Wisdom  and  Benevolence,  every  thing 
much  carnage,  and  so  manv  ruinous  wars?  O  that  befidls  us  here  must  have  a  certain  bearing 
(oily  of  deceived  men!  to  imagine  great  king-  on  the  fiiture  work],  and  have  a  tendency  to 
dome  in  the  compass  of  an  atom,  to  raise  ar-  prepare  us  for  engaging  in  its  exercises  and  for 
mies  to  divkie  a  ffoint  of  earth  with  their  swords !  relishing  its  enjoyments.  In  short,  if  we  recog- 
It  is  just  as  if  the  anU  shouU  divide  their  raole^  nise  the  idea  of  an  immortal  life,  we  will  endea^ 
hills  into  provinces,  and  conceive  a  field  to  be  vour  to  acquire  clear  and  comprehensive  views 
several  kingdoms,  and  fiercely  contend  to  enlarge  of  its  nature,  its  pleasures,  and  its  employments, 
their  borders,  and  celebrate  a  triumph  in  gau>  We  will  not  rest  satisfied  with  vague  and  .con- 
ing a  foot  of  earth,  as  a  new  province  to  their  fused  conceptions  of  celestial  bliss;  but  wib  en- 
empire."  In  the  light  of  heaven  all  sublunary  deavour  to  form  as  precise  and  definite  ideas  on 
gk>ries  &de  away,  and  the  mind  is  refined  and  Ibis  subject  as  the  circumstances  of  our  suUu- 
ennobled,  when,  with  the  eye  of  faith,  it  pene-  nary  station  will  permit.  We  will  search  the 
tratos  within  the  veil,  and  describes  Uie  splen-  Orades  of  Divine  Revdation,  and  the  discove- 
doursof  the  heaven  of  heavens.  ries  of  science,  and  endeavour  to  deduce  from 
Again,  if  we  believe  the  doctrine  of  immor  both  the  sublimest  conceptions  we  can  form  of  the 
tality,  we  will  be  careful  to  avoid  those  sins  glories  oflhat"  inheritance  which  is  inoomipti- 
which  would  expose  us  to  misery  in  the  future  ble,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  which 
world,  and  to  cultivate  those  dispositions  and  is  reserved  in  heaven  for  the  fiiithful." 
virtues  which  will  prepare  us  for  the  enjoyment  In  a  word,  if  our  minds  are  as  deeply  im- 
of  eternal  felknty.*  Between  virtue  and  vice,  pressed  with  this  subject  as  its  importance  de- 
sin  and  holiness,  there  is  an  essential  and  eter-  mands,  we  shall  experience  feelings  similar  to 
oal  distinction ;  and  this  distinction  will  be  fully  those  which  affected  the  mind  of  Uyeronymus 
and  visibly  displayed  in  the  eternal  world.  He  when  be  contemplated  the  dissolution  of  tho 
whose  life  is  a  continued  scene  of  vicions  in-  world,  and  the  solemnities  of  the  bst  judgment, 
dulgence,  and  who  has  devoted  himself  to"  work  <—'*  Whether  I.  eat  or  drink,,  or  in  whatever 
all  manner  of  uncleanness  with  greediness,'*  other  acti<»  or  employment  I  am  engaged,  that 
becomes,  by  such  habits,  "  a  vessel  of  wrath  solemn  voIm  always  seems  tcsound  in  my  ears, 
JUUd  for  dutrudianf'  and,  from  the  very  con-  'Arise  ye  dead  and  come  to  judgment !' — As 
stitution  of  things,  there  is  no  possibility  of  oAen  as  I  think  of  the  day  of  judgment,  my 
escaping  misery  in  the  future  state,  if  his  exist-  heart  quakes,  and  my  whole  fimme  trembles.  If 
eoce  be  prolonged.  Whereas,  he  who  is  de-  I  am  to  indulge  in  any  of  the  pleasures  of  the 
voted  to  the  practice  of  holiness,  who  loves  his  present  life,  I  am  resolved  to  do  it  in  such  a  way, 
Creator  with  supreme  affection,  and  bis  neigh-  that  the  solemn  realities  of  the  future  judgment 
hour  as  himself,  who  adds  to  his  iaith  *'  virtue,  may  never  be  banished  fitnn  my  recollection.''* 
knowledge,  temperance,  patience,  brotherly- 
kindness,  and  charity,"  is,  by  such  graces,  ren-  *.^'^  comedam,  sItb  Ubsm,  slve  allquM  aUod 
AmmM^  fi»  f»»  .v-rWintf  ^.rMimiwiifJl  ^i*h  tk«  ftclsm,  sempsT  VOX  Uls  lu  Eurlbus  meus  sonars 
dered  fit  for  everlasting  communion  with  the  yriOAtati  Surglte  Mortal,  et  venlte  sd  JisUdum. 

Father  of  spirits,  and  for  delightful  association  Quotlus  diem  JudlcU  cogltov  totus  oorde  at  eorpon 

"^^ — erapus.    Again,  the  belief  of  a  future  JudicUieoedaiameinoila.                     ««»ii— 


PART  II. 

OH  THE  OONHEXION  OF  8GIENCB  WITH  A  FCTURE  8TATB. 

A  axBAT  outoy  has  freq[unitly  boen  mode,  range  of  thought.    It  is  rather  a  melascholj  m* 

bjr  many  of  those  who  wish  to  be  considered  flection,  that  any  persons,  particularly  preadieri 

as  pious  persons,  about  tfbe  vamtgf  of  kuman  of  the  gospel,  should  endeavour  t6  apologize  ftr 

teimee.    Certain  divines  in  their  writings,  and  their  own  ignorance  by  endeavooring  to  unda^ 

various  descriptions  of  preachers  in  their  pulpit  value  what  they  acknowledge  they  never  have  ae* 

declamationB,  not  unfirequently  aitempC  to  em-  quired,  and  therefore,  cannot  be  supposed  to  ub» 

hellish  their  discourses,  and  to  magnify  the  truths  derstand  and  appreciate.    For,  althou^  severai 

of  Scripture,  by  contrasting  them  with  what  well-infimnedandjodicioosministeri  of  religion, 

they  are  pleased  to  call  "  the  perishing  treasures  have  been  led,  from  the  influence  of  custom,  and 

of  scientific  knowledge.*'    "  T  e  knowledge  we  from  copying  the  ezpressions  of  others,  to  use  a 

derive  from  the  Scriptures,"  say  they,  **  is  able  phraseology  which  has  a  tendency  to  detract  from 

to  .make  us  wise  unto  salvation;  all  other  know-  the  utility  of  scientific  knowledge,  yet  it  is  go- 

ledge  is  but  comparative  folly.    The  knowledge  neraUy  the  roost  ignorant,  ihose  whose  reading 

of  Christ  and  him  crucified  will  endure  for  ever ;  and  observation  have  been  confined  within  the 

but  all  human  knowledge  is  transitory,  attd  unit  narrowest  range,  who  are  most  forward  in  their 

periah  for  ever  tehen  thi$  woHd  eoma  to  an  end,  bold  and  vague  declamations  an  this  topic.    We 

Men  weary  themselves  with  diving  into  human  never  find,  in  any  part  of  the  Sacred  Records, 

science,  while  all  that  results  to  them  is  vanity  such  comparisons  and  contrasts  as  those  to  which 

and  vexation  of  spirit.    Men  may  become  tim  I  allude.    The  inspired  writers  never  attempt  to 

^jeatest  philosophers,  and  have  their  understand-  sec  the  loord  of  God  in  opposition  to  his  leorfcs, 

ings   replenished  with  every  kind  of  human  nor  attempt  to  deter  men  from  the  study  of  the 

krowtedge,  and  yet  perish  for  ever.    What  have  wonders  of  his  creation,  on  the  ground  that  it  is 

we  to  do  with  the  planets  and  the  stars,  and  of  less  importance  than  the  study  of  his  word, 

whether  they  be  peopled  with  inhabitants?    Our  On  the  contrary,  they  take  every  proper  oppof^ 

ousiness  is  to  attend  to  the  salvation  of  our  tunity  of  directing  the  attention  to  the  mechan- 

souls.**  ism  and  order,  the  magnificence  and  grandeur  of 

Now,  although  some  of  the  above,  and  simi-  the  visible  world;  and  their  devotional  fiwUngs 

lar  assertions,  when  properly  modified  ^id  ex-  are  kindled  into  rapture  by  sudi  contemplations, 

plained,  may  be  admitted  as  true,  the  greater  When  the  Psalmist  had  finished  his  surv^of 

part  of  them,  along  with  hundreds  of  similar  the  different  departments  of  nature,  as  described 

expressicms,  are  either  ambiguous  or  fitlse.  But,  in  the  civ.  Psalm,  ho  broke  out  into  the  following 

although  they  were  all  admitted  as  strictly  true,  devotional  strains :     "  How  manifi>ld  are  thy 

what  efl*ect  can  the  frequent  reiteration  of  such  works,  O  Lord  I  in  wisdom  hast  thou  made  then 

comparisons  and  contrasts  have  on  the  mass  <tf  all :  the  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches,  so  is  the  great 

the  people  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  who  are  and  wide  sea.     The  glory*  of  the  Lord  shaft 

already  too  much  disinclined  to  the  pursuit  <^  endure  for  ever,  the  L<nti  shall  rejoice  in  all  his 

general  knowledge— 4>ut  to  make  them  imagine,  works.    I  will  sing  onto  the  Lord  as  long  as  I 

that  it  is  useless,  and  in  some  cases  dangerous,  live ;  I  will  sing  praises  to  my  Qod  while  I  have 

to  prosecute  any  other  kind  of  knowled^  than  my  being.'*    For  the  visible  works  of  God  dis- 

what  is  derived  direelfjf  from  the  Scriptures?  play  the  same  essential  attributes  of  Deity,  and 

And  what  is  the  knowledge  which  the  great  of  his  superintending  providence,  as  the  revda- 

majority  of  those  who  attend  the  public  services  tions  of  his  word ;  and  it  is  one  great  deislgn  of 

of  religion  have  acquired  of  the  contents  of  the  that  word  to  direct  men  to  a  rational  and  devout 

sacred  oracles?    It  is  too  often,  I  fear,  exceed-  contemplation  of  these  works  in  which  his  gk)iy 

ingly  vague,  confiised  and  superficial ;  owing,  in  is  so  magnificently  displayed.     And,  therefore, 

a  great  measure,  to  the  want  of  those  habits  of  to  attempt  to  magnify  the  word  of  God  by  degrap 

mental  exertion,  which  a  moderate  proeecution  ding  his  works,  or  to  set  the  one  in  opposilko 

of  useAil  science  would  have  induced.  to  the  other,  is  to  attempt  to  set  the  Deil^  in  op* 

Such  declamations  as  those  to  which  I  have 

omitfld  spfattj.^of  information  a£kd  a  contracted  plainly  Intlmatsa. 


INTRODUGTORT  REMARKS.  61 

poflUiod  to  himself  and  to  pravenC  mankind  from  reasimtng  and  of  a4:tioii  b  a  future  ftatA  aa 

otffiring  a  ccnain  portion  of  that  tribute  of  adora-  w«U  aa  in  the  present.    That  a  whole  is  greater 

tion  and  thaukagiving  which  b  due  to  his  name,  than  any  of  its  parts  \  that  the  three  angloe  oi 

II  is  iru«},  indeea,  that  the  mere  philosopher  a  triangle  are  equal  to  two  right  angles ;  that 
has  frequently  been  disposed  to  contemplate  the  die  sides  of  a  plain  triangle  are  to  one  ano- 
aniyerse  as  if  it  were  a  self-acting  and  indepen-  tber,  as  the  sides  of  the  angles  opposite  to 
dent  machine.  He  has  sometimes  walked  through  them:  these  and  many  similar  propositions  are 
the  magnificent  scenes  of  creation,  and  investi-  equally  true  in  heaven  as  on  earth,  and  may 
gated  the  laws  which  govern  the  motions  of  the  probably  be  at  useful  truths  there  as  in  our  pro- 
celestial  orbs,  and  the  agencies  which  produce  sent  abode, 
the  various  phenomena  of  our  sublunary  system, 

without  offering  np  that  tribute  of  thanksgiving  object  or  sctsRTinc  iitvhtzoatxov. 
and  praise  whi<^  i?  due  to  the  great  First  Cause, 

Of  feeling  those  emotions  of  adoration  and  reve*  ^     In  order  to  avoid  misooneeption,  and  a  confu* 

rence  which  such  studies  have  a  tendency  to  in-  sion  of  thought  on  this  subject,  it  may  not  bo 

spire.    But  it  is  no  less  true,  that  the  mere  theo-  improper,  in  the  first  place,  to  define  and  illus- 

logian  has,  likewise,  not  unfrequently,  walked  trate  what  is  meant  by  the  term  Scienct. 

through  the  field  of  revelation,  studied  its  doc*  Science,  in    its  most  general    aoceptatioo, 

trines,  and  &cts  and  moral  requisitions,  written  denotes  knowledge  of  every  description ;   in  a 

Vf^mes  in  support  of  its  heavenly  origin,  and  more  restricted  sense,  it  denotes  that  species  of 

defended  its  truths  against  the  cavils  of  adversa-  knowledge  which  is  acquired  chiefly  by  the  exei^ 

ries,  without  feeling  that  supreme  love  to  God  and  cise  of  the  human  faculties ;  and  in  a  still  more 

affection  towards  his  neighbour  which  it  is  the  restricted  sense,  it   denotes    tliat  systematic 

great  object  of  the  Scriptures  to  produce,  and  dis-  species  of  knowledge  which  consists  of  rule  and 

playing  a  disposition  and  conduct  directly  repu^  order,— such  as  geometry,  arithmetic,  algebra, 

nant  to  Us  holy  precepts.    An  argument  founded  natural  philosophy,  geography,  astronomy,  chy 

on  the  impiety  of  certain  pretended  philosophers,  mistry,  mineralogy  SAd  botany. — In  the  observa- 

to  dissuade  us  from  the  study  of  the  material  tions  which  follow,  the  term  may  be  taken  in  any, 

world,  wouU,  therefi)re,  be  equally  powerful  to  one  of  these  senses ;  but  particularly  in  the  last, 

deter  us  from  the  study  of  divine  revelation,  when  which   is  the  most  common  and  appr<^riate 

we  consider  that  many  who  profess  to  receive  its  meaning.    By  means  of  scientific  investigation, 

doctrines  live  in  open  defiance  of  its  most  sacred  the  powers  of  the  human  mind  have  been  won- 

requisitions.  In  bothcases,  such  enmples  merely  defiully  strengthened  and  eipanded,  and  our 

•how,  that  man  is  a  firail  inconsistent  being,  and  knowledge   of  the  operations  of  the   Creator 

too  frequently  disposed  to  overlook  his  Creator,  extensively  enlarged.    Science  has  enabled  us 

and  to  wander  finm  the  source  of  happiness.  to  transport  ouiselves  fiY)m  one  o(mtinent  to 

In  a  work  entitled,  **  Hu  Chruiian  PhUo9o»  another,  to  steer  our  course  through  the  pathless 

pher"  I  have  endeavoured  to  illustrate  this  ocean,  and  to  survey  all  the  variety  of  scenery 

subject  at  considerable  length,  and  to  show,  that  which  the  terraqueous   globe  displays ;  it  has 

the  investigation  of  the  works  of  creation,  under  taught  us  to  mount  upwards  to  the  region  of  the 

the  guidance  of  true  science,  has  a  tendency  to  clouds,  and  to  penetrate  into  the  bowels  of  the 

expand  our  conceptions  of  the  power,  wisdom,  earth,  to  expk)re  the  changes  which  the  earth  has 

benevolence,  and  superintending  providence  of  undergone  since  the  period  of  its  creation.    It 

(Sod,— and  that  the  various  sciences  and  the  has  laid  open  to  our  view  the  nature  and  consti- 

inventions  of  art  may  be  rendered  subservient  in  tut  ion  of  the  atmosphere,  the  principles  of  which 

promoting  the  objects  of  true  religion,  and  difibs-  it  is  composed,  and  its  agency  in  supporting  fire 

ing  its  influence  among  the  nations.— At  present,  and  flame,  and  vegetable  and  animal  life.    On 

I  shall  confine  my  views,  in  the  few  (bllowing  the  principles  which  science  has  established,  we 

remarks,  to  the  illustration  of  the  foUowing  post-  have  been  enabled  to  ascertain  the  distances  of 

tion — '*  That  science  has  a  relation  to  a  future  many  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  to  compute  their 

state."  magnitudes,  and  to  determine  the  periods  of  their 

Ii  is  a  very  vague,  and,  in  many  points  of  revolutions ;  and  by  means  of  the  instruments  it 

view,  a  faUe  assertion,  which  has  so  frequently  has  inventeid,  we  have  been  enabled  to  take  a 

been  reiterated— that,  what  is  generally  termed  nearer  survey  of  distant  worlds— to  contemplate 

human  knowledge,  or  the  sciences,  have  no  coo-  new  wanders  of  creating  power  b  regions  of  the 

nexion  with  an  immortal  existence,  and  that  they  Ay  which  lie  far  beyond  the  utmost  stretch  of  the 

will  be  of  no  utility  vrhatever  when  thia  world  unassisted  eye,— «nd  to  explore  those  invisiklo 

oomes  to  an  oim!^— Truth,  of  every  description,  is,  regions,  where  myriads  of  living  beings  are  eon* 

firom  iu  very  nature,  eternal  and  unchangeable ;  oentrated  within  the  oompa«  of  a  visible  pout, 

and.  consequently,  it  cannot  be  supposed  a  pr»>  ^n  consequence  of  such  discoveries,  we  oavo 

posterous  opinion,  that  the  estaUbhed  principles  been  enabled  to  acquire  mora  dear  uid  an^o 

if  8S%eral  of  oar  scieacea  will  be  the  basb  of  ooooeptiooi  of  tho  anwxing  energies  of  omnipo* 


63  THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF  A  FUTURE  STATE. 

ittncei  of  tho  inicrutable  depths  of   infinite  objscti    oir   wbich    tab    ri.cui.TiBt    o# 

wisdom,  of  the  overruling  providence  of  the  celestial  iHTELLiasncES  will  be  km- 

Alihightj,  of  the  benevolent  care  he  exercises  ployed. 

over  all  his  creatures,  and  of  the  unlimited  extent 

of  those  dominions  over  wbich  he  eternally  pre*  Let  us  now  consider  the  objects  on  which  &b 

sides.  faculties  of  celestial  intelligences  will  be  en^ojred 

The  faauUie*  by  which  roan  has  been  enabled  in  the  way  of  scientific  investigation, 

to  make  the  discoveries  to  which  I  have  alluded,  The  grand  scene  of  universal  nature— 4bat 

were  implanted  in  his  constitution  by  the  hand  august  theatre  on  which  the  Almighty  displays, 

of  bis  Creator ;  and  the  nbjeeU  on  which  these  to  countless  myriads,  his  glorious  per(ection»— 

faculties  are  exercised,  are  the  works  of  the  will  remain  substantially  the  same  as  it  is  at 

Creat(Nr,  which,  the  more  minutely  they  are  present,  after  all  the  changes  in  reference  to  our 

investigated,  the-nKx^  strikingly  do  they  display  globe  shall  have  taken  place;  and  the  dear  and 

the  glory  of  his  character  and  p^ftctions.    Con-  expansive  view  of  its  economy,  its  movementsi 

Bequently,  it  must  have  been  the  intention  of  the  and  its  peculiar  glories,  which  will  then  be  laid 

Creator  that  man  should  employ  the  powers  he  open  to  their  inspection,  will  exercise  the  (acuities, 

,bas  given  him  in  scientific  researches ;  other-  aixl  form  a  considerable  portion  of  the  felicity  of 

wise,  he  wouU  neither  have  endowed  him  with  renovated  moral  agents, 

such  noble  fitculties,  nor  have  opened  to  his  That  the  general  system  of  nature  wiU  reuMin 

view  so  large  a  portion  of  his  empire.    Scientific  materially  ^e  same,  when  the  present  &bric  of 

investigations,  therefore,  are  to  be  considered  as  our  globe  is  dissolved,  may  be  argued,  1.  Prom 

nothing  less  than  inquiries  into  the  plans  and  the  inmense  number  and  magnitude  of  the  bo- 

c^Mrations  of  the  Eternal,  in  order  to  unfold  the  dies  of  which  it  is  composed.    In  every  direetioo 

attributes  of  his  nature,  his  providential  proce-  to  which  we  can  turn  our  ^es,  the  universe  ap- 

dure  in  the  government  of  his  creatures,  and  the  pears  to  be  replenished  with  countless  orbs  cf 

laws  by  which  he  directs  the  movements  of  uni-  light,  diffusing  their  splendoars  from  rogiona  im* 

versal  nature.     It  is  true,  indeed,  that  every  one  measurably  distant.     Nearly  one  hundred  mil- 

who  calls  himself  a  philosopher  may  not  keep  lionsof  these  globes  are  visible  through  telescopes 

this  end  in  view  in  the  prosecution  of  scientific  of  the  greatest  magnifying  power ;  and  it  is  aiore 

acquirements.     He  may  perhaps  be  actuated  than  probable,  that  beycmd  the  reach  of  the  finest 

merely  by  a  principle  of  curiosity,  by  a  love  of  glasses  that  art  has  ever  constructed,  thousands  ol 

worldly  gain,  or  by  a  desire  to  acquire  reputation  millions  exist  in  the  unexplored  regions  of  im- 

among  the  learned  by  the  discoveries  he  may  mensity,  which  the  eye  of  man,  while  he  remains 

bring  to  li^t,  Just  in  the  same  way  as  some  theo-  in  this  lower  world,  will  never  be  able  to  descry, 

logians  are  actuated  in  prosecuting  the  study  of  All  these  luminous  globes,  too,  are  bodies  of  tm* 

the  Christian   system.     But    the   discoveries  mense  inagnitude ;  compared  with  any  one  of 

which  have  been  made  by  such  persons,  are,  which,  the  whole  earth  dwindles  into  an  iocoo* 

notwithstanding,  real  developements  of  the  plans  siderable  ball    It  is  probable  that  the  snutQest  of 

of  the  Deity,  sind  open  to  a  devout  mind  a  more  them  is  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  times 

expansive  view  of  the  power,  wisdom,  and  be-  *  larger  than  the  globe  on  which  we  live.^2.    AH 

nevolence  of  Him  who  is  '<  wonderful  in  council,  these  bodies  art  immtnac^  distant  from  the  earths 

and  excellent  in  working***    It  is  our  own  fault  Although  we  could  wing  our  course  with  a  swiiU 

if  we  do  not  derive  useful  instruction  fi-om  the  ness  equal  to  ten  thousand  miles  a-day»  it  would 

investigations  and  discoveries  of  philosophy ;  it  require  more  than  five  millions  of  years  before 

is  owing  to  our  want  of  intelligence  to  discrimi-  we  could  reach  the  nearest  star ;  and  the  mora 

nate  between  the  experiments  of  men,  and  the  distant  of  these  orbs  are  placed  in  regions  so  im« 

<^rations  of  God,  and  to  the  want  of  that  reve*  mensely  distant,   that  the  imagination  is  bewil* 

rence,  humility,  and  devotion,  which  ought  to  dered  and  overpowered  when  it  attempts  to  gnsp 

accompany  us  in  all  our  studies  and  oontem-  the  immeasurable  extent  which  intervenes  b^ 

plations  of  nature.     Science,  therefore,  fiom  tween  us  and  them.    This  circumstance  proves, 

whatever   motives  it  may  be  prosecuted,  is,  that  these  bodies  are  of  an  immense  size  and 

in  effect,  and  in  reality,  an  inquiry  afUt  Qod:  splendour,  since  they  are  visible  at  such  di** 

it  is  the  study  of  angels  and  other  superior  tances ;  and  consequently  demonstrates,  that  eadk 

intelligences ;  and  we  cannot  suppose  there  is  of  them  is  destineid,  in  its  respective  sphere,  to 

a  holy  being  throughout  the  universe  that  is  not  accomplish  some  noUe  purpose,  woithy  of  tha 

employed,  in  one  mode  or  uother,  in  scien-  plans  of  a  Being  of  infinite  wisdom  and  good- 

tific  research  and  investigatiS ;  unleas  we  can  ness. — y  The  whde  of  this  vast  assemblafe  of 

suppose  that  there  are  moral  intelligences  who  suns  and  worlds  Aas  no  immedtateeonnesioii  with 

are  insensible  to  the  displays  of  the  divine  gio-  the  present  constitution  and  arrangement  of  ooi 

ry,  and  altogether  indifferent,  whether  or   not  globe.     There  are  no  celestial  bodies  that  b«f<a 

they  make  progrew  in  the  knowledgo  of  their  any  immediate  connexion  with  the  earth,  or  tfi- 

Creatoff,  ttol  influe&ca  upon  it,  except  the  suo,  tht 
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•ad  ■even!  of  the  planets ;  and  therefore,  thoM  htavmu  is  meant  here  the  aerial  heavens.    For 

more  distant  orbs,  to  which  I  oUude,  cannot  be  the  heavens  and  the  earth  am  here  spoken  of 

supposed  to  be  involved  in  the  physical  evils  in  opposition  to  those  of  the  old  world,  which 

which  the  fall  of  man  has  introduced  into  our  could  mean  nothing  more  than  the  earth  and  its 

world;  or  to  have  the  least  connexion  with  any  former,  atmosphere,  the  state  of  which  underwent 

luture  change  or  catastrophe  that  may  befall  the  a  great  alteration  by  the  flood." — **  By  the  Aea» 

terraqueous  globe.     Though  this  globe,  and  "  all  vtns  and  the  etrth,  in  such  passages  as  these," 

that  it  inherits,"  were  dissolved ;  yea,  although  the  says  the  learned  Dr.  Mode,  "  is  to  be  understood, 

sun  himself  and  his  surrounding  planets  were  set  that  part  of  nature  which  was  subjected  to  the 

in  a  blaze,  and  blotted  for  ever  out  of  creation ;  curse,  or  that  is  inhabited  by  Christ's  enemies, 

the  innumerable  and  vast  bodies  which  replenish  and  includes  in  it  the  earth,  water,  and  air,  but 

the  distant  regions  of  the  universe,  would  still  not  the  heavenly  bodies,  which  are  not  only  at  a 

exist,  and  continue  to  illuminate  the  voids  of  vast  distance  from  it,  but  it  is  little  more  than  a 

creation  with  undiminished  splendour.  point,  if  compared  to  them  for  magnitude."— 

Dr.  Dwight,  when  adverting  to  this  subject,  ex* 
.  presses  the  same  sentiment:  "  The  phrase  Aeo- 

UTEHT  or  Tin  <»I.»AL  0Ol.»LA.«ATIOH.  ^^  ^  ,^  („,,  fc,)  J.  J^irf,  ^L^wlog, 

From  the  considerations  now  stated,  it  is  evi-  denoted   the   universe.     In  the   present  case, 

<fent,  that  the  changes  which  are  predicted  to  however,  (2  Peter  iii.  10,  12,  IS.)  the  words 

take  place  at  the  general  conflagration,  will  not  appear  to  be  used  with  a  meaning  lees  extended, 

extend  beyond,  the  environs  o^  our  globe,  or  at  where  it  is  declared,  that  that  which  is  mtended 

farthest,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  solar  system,  by  both  terms,  shall  be  consumed,  dissolved,  and 

There  is,  indeed,  no  reason  to  conclude,  that  pass  away.     This  astonishing  event,  we  are 

they  win  extend  beyond  the  terraqueous  globe  it-  taught,  shall  take  place  at  the  final  judgment ; 

self  and  its  surroimding  atmosphere ;  for  since  and  we  ham  no  hUU  in  the  Saiptuiee,  thai  the 

all  the  revelations  of  Scripture  have  a  peculiar  Judgment  wiU  involm  anjf  other  beinge  beeidee 

reference  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  globe,  the  angeU  and  men.** 

predicted  changes  which  are  to  take  place  in  its  From  the  preceding  considerations,  it  is  obvi- 

physical  constitution,  at  the  close  of  the  present  cue,  that  when  the  inspired  writers  use  such 

economy  of  Providence,  must  be  considered  as  expressions  as  these, — **  The  star*  shall  &1I  from 

limited  to  the  same  sfJiere.    As  the  world  was  heaven,"**  the  powers  ofheaven  shall  be  shaken,** 

formerly  destroyed  by  a  deluge  of  waters,  in  and,  "  the  heaven  departed  as  a  scrdi,"  they  sre 

consequence  of  Uie  depravity  of  man,  so  its  de-  to  be  understood  not  in  a  Uteralf  but  in  a  Jlguro' 

Btruction  by  fire  will  take  place,  for  the  same  tits  sense,  as  denoting  changes,  convulsions,  and 

reason,  in  CHrder  that  it  may  be  purified  £rom  all  revolutions  in  the  moral  world.     And  when,  in 

the  effects  of  the  cmree  which  was  (xiginally  pn^  reference  to  the  dissolution  of  our  gk)be  and  its 

Bounced  upon  the  ground  lor  man's  sake,  and  'appendages,  it  b  said,  that  "  the  heavens  shall 

restored  to  its  former  order  and  beauty.     But  pass  away  withamighty  noise,"  the  aerial  heaven, 

there  is  not  the  smallest  reason  to  conclude,  or  the  surrounding  atmosphere  is  to  be  understood, 

either  from  Scripture  or  the  general  consCtution  How  this  appendage  to  our  worid  may  be  dis- 

of  the  universe,  that  this  destruction  will  extend  solved,  or  pass  away  utUh  a  vdgkbf  neise,  it  is  not 

beyond  that  part  of  the  firame  of  nature  which  difficult  to  conceive,  now  that  we  have  become 

was  subjected  to  the  curse,  and  is  physically  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  energies  of  its 

connected  with  the  sin  of  man ;  and  consequently,  constituent  parts.    One  essential  part  of  the  afr* 

ivillbe  entirely  confined  to  certain  changes  which  roosphere  contains  the  principle  of  flame ;  and  if 

will  be  effected  throughout  the  continents,  islands,  this  principle  were  not  counteracted  by  its  coo- 

and  oceans,  and  in  the  higher  and  lower  regions  nexion  with  another  ingredient,  or  were  it  let 

of  the  atmosphere.  loose  to  exert  its  energies  without  control,  instantly 

This  appears  to  be  the  sense  in  which  the  one  immense  flame  wouU  envelope  the  terraque* 

most  judicious  expositors  of  Scripture  interpret  ous  ^obe,  which  would  se^  on  fire  the  tbunda* 

those  passages  which  have  a  particular  reference  tions  of  the  mountains,  wrap  tlie  ocean  in  a 

to  this  event.    Dr.  Gnyse,  in  his  "  Parq)hrase  blaxe,  and  dissolve,  not  only  coals,  wood,  and 

on  the  New  Testament,"  interprets  %  Peter  iii.  other  oombustiUes,  but  the  hardest  substances  in 

7, 12,  precisely  in  this  sense :  "  When  tliat  final  nature.    It  is  more  than  probable,  that  when  the 

decisive  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus  shall  come, — the  last  catastrophe  of  our  globe  arrives,  the  oxygen 

amai  heaoenef  being  all  in  a  flame,  shaQ  be  de*  and  nitrogen,  or  the  two  constituent  principles  of 

•troyed,  and  the  constituent  principles  of  the  the  atmo^ere,  wiU  be  separated  by  the  inter* 

atmosphere,  together  with  the  earth  and  all  things  position  of  Almighty  power.    And  die  moment 

in  it,  shall  be  melted  down  by  an  intense  dissolv*  this  separation  takes  plane,  it  is  easy  to  ooneeiTe, 

ing  heat  into  a  confused  chaos,  lilce  that  out  of  that  a  tremendous  concussion  will  ensue,  and  the 

which  they  were  originally  formed."    And  in  a  most  dreadflil  explosions  will  resooad  throughout 

Bote  on  ihis  paraphnse  he  remarks,  "By  the  the  whole  of  the  expanse  which  surrounds  tba 
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lltoba,  which  will  stun  (ha  asaambled  worU|  and  tence,  ii  a  aeatiment  bo  abaurd  aad  f  xtravagarc 
sbafca  the  earth  to  ita  foundations.  For,  if^  in  and  bo  contrary  to  tbo  ganeral  tenor  of  Scripture, 
chymica]  expariments  conducted  on  a  sraaU  acaloi  and  the  character  of  God,  that  it  is  astonishing  i1 
the  separation  of  two  gases,  or  their  coming  should  ever  have  been  entertained  by  any  aaan, 
in  contact  with  the  principle  of  flame,  is  (re*  calling  hiraselfa  divine  or  a  Christian  preacher.* 
quenily  aooompanied  with  a  loud  and  destructive  I  have  already  had  oocasion  to  remarli,  that  there 
ezploBion,^t  ia  impossible  to  form  an  adequate  is  no  example  of  annihilation,  or  entire  desiruc- 
idea  of  the  loud  and  tremendous  exptoaions  which  tion  of  material  aubstances,  to  be  found  in  the 
would  enaue  toere  the  whalt  atmo^hert  ai  once  universe,  and  that  it  is  to  the  last  degree  improba- 
^iM$olvedf  and  its  elementary  principles  separated  ble,  that  any  one  particle  of  matter  which  now 
from  each  other  and  left  to  exert  their  native  en*  exista  will  ever  be  completely  deatroyed,  bow- 
crgiea.  A  aound  aa  if  creation  had  burat  asun-  ever  numerous  the  changes  that  may  take  place 
ier,  and  accompanied  the  next  moment  wiih  a  in  the  univerae.t  We  have  no  reason  to  believe, 
univeraal  blaze,  extending  over  aea  and  land,  that  even  thoae  changea  to  which  our  world  ia 
would  present  a  scene  of  sublimity  and  terror,  destined,  at  the  general  conflagration,  will  isaue 
which  would  more  than  realize  all  the  striking  in  its  entire  destruction.  The  materials  of  which 
descriptiaos  given  in  Scripture  of  this  solemn  the  earth  and  ita  atmoaphere  are  composed  wiO 
aoene.  atill  continue  to  exiat  after  ita  present  structure 
Again,  when  ia  reference  to  thia  tremendoua  is  deranged,  and  will,  in  all  probability,  be  em- 
event,  it  b  said,  that  *'  the  earth  and  the  heaven  ployed  in  the  arrangoment  of  a  new  system,  pun- 
fled  away/*  (Rev.  zx.  11  .j  wa  are  not  to  imagiiie,  fled  from  the  physical  evils  which  now  exist,  and 
that  the  distant  bodies  of  the  universe  ahall  be  which  may  continue  to  flourish  as  a  monument 
either  annihilated,  or  removed  from  the  spaces  of  divine  power  and  wisdom,  throughout  an  in> 
they  formerly  occupied ;  but  that  all  sublunary  definite  lapse  of  ages. 

nature  shall  be  thnmn  into  conftisioa  and  disor-        In  accordance  with  these  sentiments,  we  find 

der,  and  that  the  celestial  orbs,  during  this  univer-  the  inspired  writers  asserting  the  stability  and 

sal  uproar  of  the  elements,  will  be  eclipsed  from  perpetuity  of  the  material  universe.    In  a  pa^ 

the  view,  and  appear  as  if  they  had  fled  away,  sage  formerly  alluded  to,  the  Psahnist,  after 

The  i^pearance  of  the  heavens  whirling  with  a  liaving  contemplated  the  aoenea  of  the  material 

oonfiiaed  and  rapid  motion,  at  this  period,  would  creation,  declares,  in  reference  to  these  visi* 

be  produced,  were  the  Almighty  (as  will  j^oba-  hie  manifestations  of  the  divine  perfections,— 

bly  be  the  case)   suddenly  to  put  a  stop  to  the  **  The  glory  of  the  Lord  ahall  endure  for  ever,  the 

diurnal  rotation  of  the  earth,  or  to  increase  the  Lord  shall  rejoice  in  all  his  works.^    And  (he 

rate  of  its  motion ;  in  which  case,  the  celestial  Apostle  Peter,  when  describing  the  dissolution  of 

luminaries  would  appear  either  to  stop  in  their  the  elementary  parts  of  our  globe,  intimates,  at 

oouraea,  or  to  be  thrown  into  n^id  and  irregular  the  same  time,  the  continued  existence  of  the 

agitations.    And  the  appearance  of  the  heavens  visible  fabric  of  nature.    **  We  look,"  says  he, 

in  reality  receding  from  the  view,  wouU  be  pro-  **  for  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  whereia 

dttoed,  were  the  earth  to  leave  its  present  station  dwelleth  righteousneaa."    The  aame  truth  is  in- 

aniohg  the  planeta,  and  to  be  imp^ed  with  a  cidentally  declared  in  many  other  portiana  d 

impid  motion  towarda  the  diatant  parte  of  tha  Scripture.     In   the  propheciea  respecting  the 

solar  sjrstem,  or  beyond  its  boundaries ;  hi  which  Messiah  and  the  duration  of  his  kingdom,  it  ia 

case,  the  aun  wouU  appear  to  fly  oflf  with  a  rapid  declared,  that  *<  His  name  shall  endure  for  ever, 

motion  to  %  distant  part  of  space,  till  he  had  di-  .  his  name  shall  be  continued  as  long  a»  the  taoi. 
minished  to  the  size  of  a  twinkling  star,  and 

the  moon  and  the  nearest  planets  would,  in  a        •  as  a  specimen  of  the  vafue  and  absord  dectema. 

short  time,  entirely  diaappear.— Whether  theae  tlons  on  this  subject,  which  have  been  pabUshed  both 

■nnnnBitiona  endlv  oommttmA  with  th«  mrranan^  ^'^^  ^®  puIplt  and  the  press,  the  following  extract 

tuppoauionaezacijywmpondwiui  the  arrange  from  a  modem  and  eleaantly  printed  volume  of 

menta  which  Divuw  Wisdom  baa  made  m  refer-  sermons  may  safflce.— "  The  bUisi  of  the  aeventh 

ence  to  the  aeneral  conflaeration,  I  do  not  take  trumpet  thundering  with  terrific  clangour  tlu-oosh 

«~v«  »•  tw^i»;»«i»  t^  A^mm.»:^L      i>.,»  T  k— .^  '*^®  **y,  and  echoing  from  world  to  world,  ahall  fill 

upon  me  positivdy  to  detemune.     But  I  have  the  universe,  and  time  shall  be  no  more !    The  bIx 

atated  them  in  order  to  ahow,  that  all  the  deacrip-  trumpets  have  already  sounded :  when  the  seventh 

tionscontained  in  Scripture,  of  the  dissolution  of  fjall  blow,  a  towl  change  shall  take  place  thioughom 

.    j^u      — J    r.i.       •  .  '    .  the  creation  s  ihe  vast  globe  which  wa  now  Inhabit 

our  gtobe,  and  of  the  circumstances  oonnecled  shall  dissolve,  and  mingle  with  yon  beauteoua  azure 

with  it,  can  be  euily  accounted  for,  and  may  be  Armament,  with  sun,  and  moon,  and  all  the  immense 

fiillv  rMlizM)  wirhMit  aunnoaina  anv  rk«nM  tn  lumlnarles  flaming  there,  in  one  tmdiertn^uUfud 

niiiy  realized,  wiinout  supposmg  any  cbange  to  ,^^   jj,  .^aii  vanish  away  Uke  a  fleeting  vapour, 

take  place  in  the  universe  beyond  the  limits  of  a  visionary  phantom  of  the  night,  and  net  a  ain^ 

the  earth  and  ita  atmoaphere.  fraee  ofthembef^undfjirm  the  last  enemy.  Death, 

T»««n>iAM  «.  .M1M  k.»  4.«»«  tk.»  tk^ -.k^u  shallbedestn)yed,and  time  Itself  ahall  be  no  morar 

To  suppose,  as  some  have  done,  that  the  whole  ac.  4c.   When  such  bombasac  nnt  Is  thualerad  tat 

none  of  ereatioa  will  be  shattered  to  pieces,  the  ears  of  Christian  people.  It  is  no  wonder  that 

that  the  stars  will  UteraBy  feU  from  their  orbs,  JiJl^*SS?v«n«*f^!fetK?S2f^^ 

•  ..         .•!  Li^i^^j^*      .  TtcL  and  even  extravagantly  aMuid. 

tad  the  motsnal  tuuvecse  be  bbttedont  of  eus-       tieeSect  z.  pagsM/^^ 
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Hb  seed  vhall  eifdaife  Tor  ever,  and  his  throne  om  the  course  of  ages,  appear  to  be  gradoaHy  aoi>* 
rfte  mtn  brfort  ftuf*  which  expressions  evidently  menting  its  splendour,  and  the  countless  myriads 
imply  that  the  sun  will  not  be  blotted  out  of  ere-  ofex^ied  intelligences  which  doubtless  people  iui 
ation,  but  continue  to  hold  a  station  in  the  uni-  expansive  regions— when  wc  consider  that  ii  con- 
verse as  long  as  the  Redeemer  and  his  subjects  stitutes  the  principal  portion  of  the  empire  of  tlie 
exist.  I(  is  ti»o  stated,  in  reference  to  the  same  Eternal,  the  most  astonishing  scene  of  his  opera* 
elustrious  personage,  *'  His  seed  will  I  make  to  tions,  and  the  most  striking  display  of  his  ooh 
endure  for  ever,  and  his  throne  as  the  daya  of  nipotence  and  wisdom,— >it  would  be  one  of  the 
h«anin ,"  which  intimates,  that  the  heavens  will  most  extravagant  notions  that  can  possibly  be  en- 
•odure  as  long  as  the  government  of  Immanuel.  tertained,  and  inconsistent  with  every  rational 
In  reference  to  the  stability  and  perpetuity  of  and  Scriptural  idea  we  can  form  of  the  good* 
the  celestial  luminaries,  it  is  declared,  that  ness  and  intelligence  of  the  Deity,  to  suppose, 
'  *'  Jehovah  hath  prepared  ku  throne  in  the  hea-  that  these  vast  dominions  of  his,  in  which  his  per- 
osns."  And  vihnn  the  Psalmist  calls  upon  all  fections  shine  wiUi  a  splendour  sb  ineffable,  will 
the  beings  in  the  universe  to  celebrate  the  praises  ever  be  suffered  to  &11  to  pieces,  or  to  sink  into 
of  the  Creator,  he  says,  in  reference  to  the  orbs  non-existence.  With  almost  equal  reason  might 
of  heaven,  *<  Praise  ye  him,  sun  and  moon,  praise  we  suppose,  that  the  Creator  himself  would  cease 
him  all  ye  stars  of  light— Let  them  praise  the  to  exist,  and  infinite  space  be  left  as  a  bound* 
vanie  of  the  Lord ;  for  he  commanded,  and  they  less  blank  without  matter  and  intelligence, 
were  created.  He  hath  aim  eeUMuhed  them  far  It  the  considerations  now  adduced  be  admitted 
aoer  and  ever ;  he  hath  made  a  decree  v^ueh  to  have  any  ibrce,  and  if  the  positi<xi  I  have  en- 
ahall  not  pate;*  which  expressions  evidently  im-  deavoured  to  establish,  cannot  be  overthrown, 
ply,  that,  whatever  changes  may  happen  in  par-  either  on  Scriptural  or  rational  grounds  many 
ticular  systems,  the  great  body  of  the  celestial  of  our  sermons  and  jN>ems  which  profess  to  give 
orbs,  which  constitute  some  of  the  grandest  a  description  of  the  scenes  of  the  **  Laet  dejjff^* 
scenes  of  the  universe,  will  remain  stable  and  must  be  considered  as  containing  a  species  of 
permanent  as  the  throne  of  the  Etemyil.— But,  bombast  which  has  a  tendeney  to  bewilder  the 
not  to  multiply  quotations, — t^o  following  de-  mind,  and  to  produce  distorted  views  of  the  per- 
elaration  of  Jehovah  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah  fections  of  the  Creator,  and  of  the  wise  arnnge- 
is  quite  decisive  on  this  point.  **  Thus  saith  menis  he  has  established  in  the  system  of  the 
the  Lord,  who  giveth  the  sun  for  a  light  by  day,  universe.  A  celebrated  poet,  when  expatiating 
and  tho  ordinances  of  the  noon  and  of  the  cmi  this  subject,  in  order  to  give  effect  to  his  de- 
stars  for  a  light  by  night:  The  Lord  of  Hosts  scriptions, breaks  out  into  tho  following  extrava- 
is  his  name,  ff  Aeee  ardinaneee  depart  from  gant  exclamations,  when  alluding  to  Uie  starry 
b^fiire  nuj  eaiA  the  jLord,  then  the  seed  of  firmament: 

Israel  also  shall  cease  from  being  a  nation  before  „^      -__       _.         .-«..,^. . 

-»-  f«.  -«—  ti*  «ku».  «.»pj.  Jtiwj^  ;««!•  tki.»  "How  fer  ftom  east  to  west!  The  lab*rla(  sjc 

me  for  ever,"T  which  words  plainly  imply,  that  q^  nearee  the  distant  asure  bounds  desoy--^ 

If  these  luminaries  continue  in  existence,  the  80  Mur/,  this  world's  a  f^rain;  yet  myrladkcraee 

accomplishment  of  the  divine  promise  is  se-  ^^^f^^^g^^^^'^i^^iUStS^i 

il    11  .L       •  •»    I     _j-^T       I  L  *  i.«..tj  How  great,  how  tlrm,  how  sacred  all  appears  I 

cured  to  all  the  spiritual  seed  of  Israel ;  but  should  Row  worthy  an  Immortal  round  of  years  t 

they  be  blotted  out  of  creation,  or  depart  from  Yei  eU  rmut  drop,  at  autumn't  eUkHeet  gra/k^ 

b.fi>»  Jehovah,  Ih.  happmcn  of  th.  "m.-  ^li^!SS^^S:^^:a::^S£^!^^S^ 

•omed  of  the  Lord,"  juid  their  relation  to  him  Vor  leave  an  atom  in  aunOsrhtsfVoU. 

as  the  source  of  their  felicity,  would  be  ter-  One  universal  ruin  spreads  abroad, 

minated  for  ever.    And  have  nit  these  lumina-  ^«"^"«  »•  "f*  *»^»^  *^  '^"^  ^  ««^" 

rtes  Cfintinued  in  their  stations,  since  the  pre-  Again, 
diction  was  announced,  during  a  period  of  more 

than  two  thousand  years  ?  And  do  they  not  still  I[5°«m*2.*!2lS  ^J^Ji  %  ^iTl'!!!!?*'  ^^ 

,.         .,       j«-'Lji_*/»vj  lu^..  '■"^  ■'*'*»  »*•  moon,  the  stars,  all  melt  away; 

shine  wuh  undimmished  lustre  1    Yes,  and  they  ^11,  all  is  lost,  no  monument,  no  sign, 

will  stiU  continue  to  display  .the  glory  of  their  Where  once  so  proudly  blaz'd  the  gay  machJns.**fte. 

Creator  whilo  countless  ages  are  rolling  on.  --,,.,                     .     ,.      « 

Hence  it  is  declared,  with  respect  to  the  «  sainU  .  ^  "ch  descnptioMwere  to  be  literaHy  real, 

of  the  Most  High,"  "  They  that  be  teachers  of  ««»»  areatrrectwnfnm  the  dead  waula  bem^ 

wisdom  shall  shuie  as  the  brightness  of  the  firma-  «'«*  tmpasnWifs^-the  universe  would  be  r^ 

ment,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness,  ^^  ^  an  immense  blank-and  the  visible 

OS  the  atare  for  ever  and  ever»  «*»"«■  ^  ^  Creator,  by  which  alone  his  per- 

In  short,  when  we  cc^sider  the  boundless  ex-  <^»«»  "«  recognised  by  finite  intelligences, 

tent  of  the  starry  firmament,  the  scenes  of  gran-  ^^^  be  eclipsed  m  the  darkness  of  eternal 

deor  it  displays,  the  new  luminaries,  which,  in  ">«*»'•    ^^^^  «*P?  <^  this  descripUon,  are, 

however,  frequently  reiterated  by  flaming  orators, 

ex'l^ilL  8-'?*"  '""* "'   *"***'  "•***"   *^  "*  *"  ^^  **  ^^  *^'  ^  ^^^  *"'«^  declaroa- 

^  Jeremliji  xxxl.  98,  M.  tions,  while  they  have  no  other  tendency  than 
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to  lead  their  hearera  into  a  nuize  of  error  and  ex*  lapse  of  infinite  duration,  according  to  the  <lfr 

travagancy,  to  prevent  them  from  thinking  soberi>  signs  which  his  wisdom  has  determined  te  aoeoii»» 

beriy  and  rationally  on  tlie  scenes  predicted  in  plish. 

Scripture,  and  to  excite  the  sneer  of  philosophical  That  all  material  objects  are  subje^u  to  decooa* 
infidels.  position  and  Ranges,  we  have  abundance  of 
The  only  passage  of  So-ipture  which,  at  first  evidence  in  every  department  of  nature.    With 
Tiew,  seems  to  militate  against  the  position  I  respect  to  the  earth  on  which  we  tread,  we  per- 
have  endeavoured  to  establish,  is  that  contained  ceive  the  soil  in  the  higher  grounds  gradually 
in  Psalm  cii.  25,  S6.    "  Of  old  hast  thou  laid  the  washed  down  by  the  action  of  winds  and  rains, 
foundation  of  the  earth ;  and  the  heavens  are  the  and  carried  by  the  rivers  to  the  bed  of  the  ocean. 
work  of  thy  hands :  they  shall  perish,  but  thou  Banks  are  accumulating  at  the  mouths  of  rivers, 
■halt  endure ;  yea,  all  of  them  shall  wax  old  like  and  reefs  in  the  midst  of  the  seas,  which  are  the 
a  garment ;  as  a  vesture  shalt  thou  change  them,  terror  of  mariners  and  obstructicos  to  navigatioo. 
and  they  shall  be  changed :  but  thou  art  the  same,*  In  every  pit  and  quarry,  and  on  the  face  of  every 
Ike.    Some  commentators,  as  Mr.  Pieree  and  taragand  broken  precipice,  we  perceive  the  marks 
others,  suppose,  that  by  "  the  earth  and  hea-  of  disorder,  and  the  effects  of  former  changes 
vens,"  in  this  passage,  are  to  be  understood^  go-  and  oonvulsicms  of  nature ;  while  around  the 
vsntsnenls,  or  wnl  and  tedetuuticttl  atatet,  as  bases  of  volcanic  mountains,  we  behold  cities 
these  words,  in  their  figurative  sense,  sometimes  buried  under  a  mass  of  solid  lava,  orchards  and 
denote.    But  this  does  not  appear  to  be  the  sense  vineyards  laid  waste,  and  fertile  fields  transform- 
in  which  they  are  here  used.    Taken  in  their  ed  into  a  scene  of  barrenness  and  desolation, 
literal  sense,  they  may  refer  to  the  same  objects  Observation  likewise  demonstrates,  that  even  the 
and  events  alluded  to  by  the  Apostle  Peter,  in  luminaries  of  heaven  are  not  exempted  from  rei> 
his  Second  Epistle,  chaf.  iii.  7, 10.  formerly  ex*  volutions  and  changes.    The  law  of  gravitation, 
plained  ;  namely,  to  the  dissolution  of  the  earth  which  extends  its  influence  through  all  the  celes* 
and  the  oeriot  heavens,  at  the  close  of  time.  But,  tial  orbs,  has  a  tendency,  in  the  course  of  ages, 
supposing  that  the  words  were  taken  in  their  to  draw  together  all  the  spacious  ^obca  in  the 
most  extensive  sense,  as  denoting  At  whols  /<»-  universe,  and  to  condense  them  into  one  solid 
hrie  of  the  nuUerial  vntueras,  it  would  not  in  the  mass ;  and,  were  it  not  for  the  countermcting  and 
least  invalidate  the  proposition  I  am  now  sup-  sustaining  hand  of  God,  this  effect,  at  some  dis- 
porting.   The  main  design  of  the  passage  is  to  tant  period  in  duration,  would  inevitably  take 
assert  the  eternity  and  immutability  of  God,  in  place,  and  creation  be  reduced  to  one  vast  and 
opposition  to  the  mutable  nature  of  created  be-  frightful  ruin.    Many  of  the  stars  are  ascertained 
ings.    All  material  things  are  liable  to  change ;  to  be  subjected  to  periodical  changes,  varying 
but  change  does  not  imply  dettnuHon  or  annihUa-  their  lustre,  and  appearing  and  disappearing  at 
fioii.    When  it  is  said,  "the  righteous  jNTiali  and  certain  intervals;  while  others,  which  formerly 
no  man  layeth  it  to  heart;"  and  ''they  that  shone  with  superior  brilliancy,  have  graduallv 
are  far  firom  God  shall  periA,"  it  is  not  to  be  un-  disappeared,  and  their  place  in  the  heavens  is 
derstood,  t^^t  either  the  one  or  the  other  shall  no  longer  to  be  found.    Other  stars,  unknown  lo 
be.  blotted  out  of  existence.    So,  when  it  is  said  the  ancients  and  to  preceding  observers,  have 
that  the  heavens  and  the  earth  thaU  periihi  a  made  their  appearance  in  modem  tiroes ;  and 
change  or  revolutioft  is  implied,  but  not  an  en-  various  nebulous  spots,  in  the  distant  regions  of 
tire  destruction.    It  is  farther  said,  "  As  a  ves-  space,  appear  to  be  increasing  both  in  lustre  and 
ture  they  shall  be  folded  up,^  &c.   This  appears  extent.    These,  and  many  other  similar  lacts, 
to  be  spoken  b  allusion  to  the  custom  which  ob-  indicate  changes  and  rev<^utions  as  great,  and 
tains  in  the  Eastern  nations,  among  the  grandees,  even  much  greater  Uian  those  which  are  predicted 
of  firequently  changing  their  garments  as  a  mark  to  befall  the  earth  when  its  atmosphere  shall  be 
of  respect ;  and  seems  to  import,  the  ease  and  o»>  dissolved,  its  "  elements  melt  with  fervent  heat,** 
Itrity  with  which  the  Divine  Being  can  acoom-  and  a  new  world  rise  out  of  its  ruins.    It  is  pro* 
plish  important  changes  in  the  universe.    He  can  bable,  that,  in  the  lapse  of  infinite  doratioo,  all 
aoeomplish  the  revolutions  of  worlds  and  of  sya-  the  systems  which  now  exist,  some  at  one  pcniod 
tema  with  an  ease  similar  to  tliat  of  a  prince  and  some  at  another,  will  undergo  changes  and 
changing  his  apparel,  or  laying  aside  his  vest-  transformations  whidi  will  astcnish  the  intefli- 
nents.    But  his  changing  any  particular  system  gent  creation,  and  .open  new  and  subliroer  scenes 
CtMn  its  original  state,  implies  only  his  openii^r  a  of  divine  operation  to  an  admiring  univeiae. 
newscene,  and  varying  the  course  of  his  dispei>-  But  such  changes  will  bo  altogether  different 
sations  in  relation  to  a  certain  order  of  his  ere*-  from  annihilation  or  utter  destruction— altogether 
tores.  Nor  does  the  passage  under  consideration  different  from  the  ideas  embodied  in  the  language 
lead  us  to  conclude,  that  the  changes  alluded  to  of  poets,  when  they  tell  us  that  **  not  one  atom 
shall  ail  take  place  throughout  the  whole  universe  shall  be  left  b  the  mighty  void,**  and  diat  **  earth 
ttiht  tame  period  but  they  may  be  considered  as  and  firmament  will  be  sought  in  vain."    lliose 
happening  at  different  periods  throughout  the  start  whidt  appeaced«  the  one  in  UTS,  and  th« 
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■dMr  in  ie04,  whwA  shone  with  a  brightnen  1,000,000,000,000,000*  of  miles  distant  from 

mperior  to  Venus,  and  afterwards  disappeared,  the  earth,  as  they  now  do  from  the  sphere  in 

we  have  no  reason  to  believe,  are  Udtted  out  of  which  we  are  placed.!— Eitension,  maenitude 

creation.    They  may  cither  have  been  changed,  relative  position,  attraction,  gravitation,  central 

from  flaming  suns,  to  opaque  globes  like  the  pla^  forces,  rectilineal  and  circular  motions,  and  other 

nets,  and  may  still  be  existing  in  ibb  same  region  properties  and  relations  of  matter,  will  still  sub- 

of  spacer  orlhe;^  may  have  been  carried  forward  aist  in  the  universe,  after  we  are  transported 

with  a  rapid  tnotion,  to  a  regbn  of  the  universe  '  to  another  state  and  to  a  different  region  ;~<aiid 

Altogsiher  beyond  the  utmost  limits  of  our  vision,  consequently  the  9aeno»  founded  on  the  various 

or  some  other  transformation,  beyond  the  reach  combinations  of  these  properties  and  of  the  laws 

of  human  conception,  may  have  been  effected,  which  govern  them,  will  be  cultivated  by  intel- 

For  the  annihilation  of  matter  appears  to  form  ligent  beings,  and  carried  forward  to  that  mea- 

Bo  part  of  the  plan  of  the  Creator's  arrange-  sure  of  pwfoction  which  they  cannot  attain  in 

ments  {  at  least,  we  have  no  proCf  of  it,  in  any  the  present  state ;  unless  we  suppose,  what  is 

one  instance,  and  the  veiy  idea  of  it  seems  to  evidently  absurd  and  contrary  to  Scripture,  thai 

imply  an  inconsistency,  which  is  repugnant  to  our  knowledge  yaiXL  &e  mart  UmiUd  in  the  fotura, 

what  we  already  know  of  the  divine  duurarter  than  in  the  present  world, 

and  operations.  For  example,  the  lawa  which  direct  the  motions 

Soch  changes,  then,  so  &r  from  diminishing  of  falling  bodies,  the  appearances  produced  bj 

the  visible  glory  of  the  universe,  will  present  to  bodies  in  the  heavens  movuig  with  different  de- 

Ihe  view  of  the  intelligent  creation  a  greeier  tfo-  grees  of  velocity,  the  apparent  motions  of  tho 

rie^  ofnbUnu  teenery  than  if  all  things  **  con-  tun  and  of  the  starry  heavens,  and  the  general 

tinned  as  they  were  from  the  beginning  of  the  principles  of  geography  and  astronomy,  on  the 

creation,"  and  will  exhibit  the  attributes  of  the  planet  Jupiter,  or  any  other  similar  globe,  with 

Almighty  in  all  their  varied  aspects  and  diveiw  the  exception  of  a  few  local  modifications,  are 

•ified  modes  of  operation.    While  they  demon-  materially  the  same  as  on  die  surface  of  the 

strata  the  mutable  nature  of  created  beings,  and  earth ;— which  is  evident  from  the  consideration 

the  immutability  of  the  Creator,  they  will  ei>-  of  his  spheroidal  figure,  his  diurnal  and  annual 

liven  the  scenes  of  the  univene,  and  excite  the  motions,  and  from  die  consideration  that  gravitap 

ndmiration  and  praises  of  countless  multitudes  of  tion  is  regulated  by  the  same  general  laws  on  that 

enraptured  intelligences.  body,  and  on  similar  globes,  as  on  the  surface  of 

Frpm  the  considerations  now  stated,  it  will  the  earth  or  the  moon. — The  laws  of  vimon,  and 

fiiOow,  that  the  various  relations  which  now  sub-  the  nature  and  properties  of  %^ft<  and  eolowv,  are 

■ist  among  the  great  bodies  which  compose  the  essentially  the  same  throughout  all  that  portion 

universe,  will  not  be  materially  altered  by  any  of  the  universe  which  lies  within  the  sphere  of 

dianges  or  revolutions  which  may  take  place  our  observation ;  and  we  have  no  reason  to  be* 

in  our  terrestrial  sphere :  nor  wiU  the  general  lieve,  that  the  general  laws  of  the  imiverse  will 

nspoct  of  creation  be  sensibly  altered  by  any  be  uiUiinged  for  Uie  sake  of  man,  or  on  account 

dianges  that  may  occasionally  happen  among  the  of  any  changes  that  happen  in  his  present  abode, 

celestial  luminaries.    Whatever  may  be  the  na-  or  in  reference  to  his  future  destination.    For,  to 

ture  of  such  changes,  or  however  important  they  use  the  words  of  a  late  eminent  Scottish  philosoi- 

nuiy  be  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  systems  in  pher,  "  The  light  by  which  the  fixed  stars  are 

which  they  happen,  they  bear  no  sensible  proper-  teen,  is  the  same  with  that  by  which  we  behold 

tion  to  the  whole  fabric  of  the  universe.    Though  the  sun  and  his  attending  planets.     It  movee 

stars  have,  at  different  periods,  disappeared  from  with  the  same  velocity,  as  we  observe  by  con^Mp 

the  visible  concave  of  the  firmament,  and  have,  ring  the  aberrations  of  the  fixed  stars  with  the 

doubtless,  undergone  amazing  revolutions,  yet  odipses  of  Jupiter's  satellites.    It  is  refracted 

Uie  general  appearance  of  the  heavens  in  all  nnd  reflected  by  the  same  laws.     It  consists  of 
ages  has  been  nearly  (be  same,  and  will  probably 

continue  so  for  an  indefinite  lapse  of  ages  yet  to  *  1%>t  Is,  a  Oloutand  hIttUmt;  a  billion  being  equal 

come.    Although  our  earth  were  just  now  tran».  *^%i«?,T^i!Li?S?^^^^^                         ^ 

..^           '.r            ^Ljj-i-    •""   ,  '  This  Will  appear  quite  evident  to  any  one  wbo 

ported  to  a  point  of  space  a  hundred  thousand  considers  the  imroenw  distance  of  the  stars  from 

millions  of  miles  beyond  the  sphere  we  presently  **»•  *«fih  ">*  'ro™  one  another.    We  know^by  ex- 

Aivntn«  »k«  .....I.*.!  ..,«•<»*  ..^Ji  *k.  »-u*:.^     '  perienoe,thatachangeof  pliweeaualioiBomflllons 

occupy,  die  general  aspect  and  the  relative  po-  of  mllesTor  the  dJamcterof  the  earth's  annual  oSl 

Bitions  of  the  starry  orbs,  and  the  figures  of  the  produces  no  sensibledlflTerence  In  the  appearance  of 

different  constellations,  would  appear,  on  the  2J.?tSL  mtSSf^'^JL**  f^*^**l^  Ifthtodts- 

wL  I     .u    ^           .u             J       1L           !•<■  twice  were  multiplied  by  ten  hundred  thousand,  the 

whole,  the  same  as  they  now  do  when  we  lift  our  ease  would  be  nearly  the  aame.   The  nearert  star 

eyes  to  the  nocturnal  sky.     The  constellations  ^*  *<  ^^^^  ^  billions  of  miles  distant,  and  remoter 

{present  the  same  shape,  the  same  number  of  Anom  each  oiner,  would  not  be  sensiMjr  altered  1^  a 

•tars,  and  the  same  relations  to  neighbouring  SJI  of  ^£l***  *****  ^  *^^**°'  ^  *  Ihonsan*  b» 

•oMtelktions,    when  viewed  fi-ora  a   region  "^'°'^'"^^* 
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theaameooloun.    No  opinion  therefore,  can  be  Creator  in  the  worlnwhidk  hit  alaBlglity 

£>rmed  of  the  aolar  light  which  miut  not  also  be  ku  produced, 
adopted  with  respect  to  the  light  of  the  fixed 
stars.    The  medium  of  vision  must  be  acted  on 

in  the  sane  manner  by  both,  whether  we  sup-  •cixnaEt  which  will  bs  coltitatbd  la 

pose  it  the  uncfiilations  of  an  ether,  or  the  emisi-  A  futvkjb  stats. 
sion  of  matter  from  the  luminous  body." — From 

these  facts  we  may  conclude,  that  the  general  and  In  order  to  illustrate  this  subject  a  little  fii» 

fiindamental  principles  of  the  science  of  Optica  ther,  I  shall  offer  a  lew  brief  remarks  on  Mine 

are  recognised  and  acted  upon  in  the  remotest  re-  of  those  sciences  which  will  be  recognised  mod 

gions  which  the  telescope  has  explored,  and  from  prosecuted  in  a  future  worid. 
a  portion  of  that  knowledge  which  u  possessed 

by  the  intelligences  which  occupy  those  distant  AiUTHineTio. 
prorinces  of  the  Creator's  empire— always,  howw 

ever,  making  proper  allowances  for  those  local  jbiOmuAit  or  the  knowledge  of  norobem,  awl 
varieties  and  modifications,  which  must  produce  their  various  powers  and  combinations,  is  a  sc»> 
an  infinite  diversity  of  scenery  throughout  the  ence  which  must  be  understood  in  a  greater  or  Icm 
universe,  although  the  same  general  laws  operate  degree  by  all  intelligent  beings  wherever  exists 
throughout  the  whole.  ing ;  without  some  knowledge  of  which,  no  ex- 
What  has  been  now  stated  in  reference  to  light,  tensive  progress  could  be  made  in  the  study  of 
gravitation,  and  other  affections  of  matter,  might  the  works  </  God,  and  in  forming  just  ooiicq»- 
be  extended  to  various  other  properties,  and  to  Uons  of  the  immense  number  and  variety  of  be- 
(he  sciences  which  have  been  founded  upon  them ;  ings  which  exist  within  the  limits  of  his  empire^ 
such  as,  the  pressure  and  motions  of  fluids,  the  By  the  application  of  the  science  of  nmnbecs 
properties  of  gaseous  bodies,  the  phenomena  of  the  bulk  oSf  the  earth  has  been  ascertained  \  the 
electricity  and  magnetism,  and  all  those  affinities,  distances  and  magnitudes  of  many  of  the  hea« 
decompositions  and  changes,  which  are  the  ob-  venly  bodies  have  been  computed ;  the  propor- 
jects  of  e/itymtW  research.  For,  in  a  maUriaH  tion  which  one  part  of  the  universe  bears  to 
fabric,  in  whatever  portion  of  spaco  it  may  be  another  has  been  determined ;  the  inconceivable 
placed,  there  must,  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  minuteness  of  the  particles  of  effluvia,  of  ani* 
be  a  diversity  of  objects  for  the  investigation  of  malcule,  and  of  the  atoms  of  light,  has  been 
the  naturalist,  the  chymist,  and  the  philosopher,  brought  within  the  limits  of  our  contemplatioii ; 
in  which  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  die  Deity  and  we  have  been  enabled  to  ibrm  some  faini 
will  always  be  displayed.  Every  system  of  mat-  conceptions  of  the  amazing  velocities  with  which 
ter,  wherever  existing  in  infinite  cipfce,  has  a  the  celestial  orbs  are  carried  forward  in  their 
determinate  size  and  figure ;  it  is  composed  of  an  courses.  The  universe  presents  to  our  view  an 
infinite  number  of  atoms,  variously  modified  and  assemblage  of  objects,  relations,  and  movemeois 
arranged ;  it  has  certain  diversities  of  surface  calculated  to  draw  £bnh  into  exercise  all  the 
and  internal  arrangement ;  it  is  susceptible  of  knowledge  of  numbers  we  can  possibly  acquirs* 
certain  motions  ;  it  stands  in  certain  relations  to  We  are  presented  with  magnitudes  so  stupend* 
surrounding  bodies,  and  it  is  destined  to  acoonk-  ous,  and  with  spaces  and  distances  so  vast,  that 
plish  some  wise  designs  corresponding  to  the  the  mind  is  oUiged  to  summon  up  all  its  powers 
eternal  plan  of  the  infinite  Creator.  There  is  of  calculation,  and  all  its  knowledge  <^  proper* 
no  portion  of  organized  matter  now  existing,  or  tions,  progressions  and  equations,  and  to  add  ooa 
n^ich  may  hereafter  exist,  but  which  must  be  known  magnitude  to  another,  in  a  long  mental 
considered  in  these  and  similar  points  of  view,  process,  before  it  can  approximate  to  any  thinf 
Now  the  object  of  every  rational  intelligence,  like  a  well-defined  idea  of  such  sublime  and  e»> 
whether  designated  by  the  appellations  of  philo-  pansive  objects ;  and,  aAer  all  its  mental  efforts, 
sopher,  astronomer  or  chymist,  when  conteroplat-  computations  and  comparisons,  it  is  frequeoflj 
ing  any  material  system,  is,  or  ought  to  be,  to  under  the  necessity  of  rest  ing  satisfied  with  ideas 
trace  the  various  properties  and  arrangements  which  are  vague,  inaccurate,  and  obscure.  With 
which  exist  in  that  system,  in  order  to  perceive  regard  to  the  wadtiplUitg  and  vmiog  of  the  ok> 
the  intelligence,  wisdom  and  benevolence  that  jects  which  creation  contains,  •our  present  know* 
appear  in  its  construction,  and  thus  to  aoquire  a  ledge  of  the  powers  of  numbers  is  altogotfior 
more  correct  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  plans  inadequate  to  convey  to  the  mind  any  thing  ap* 
and  perfections  of  his  Creator.  But  such  con-  preaching  to  a  distinct  and  compreheosivo  con- 
templations necessarily  suppose,  the  cultivation  ception.  llie  mmfter  of  systems  in  the  heaTcnt 
of  those  sciences  which  will  enable  him  to  make  which  lie  within  the  range  of  our  teleecepeii,  in 
such  investigations  with  spirit  and  effect,  with-  reckoned  to  be  at  least  a  hundred  miUiooB  (100^ 
00^  which  be  would  be  unable  to  trace  either  the  000,000.)  In  the  regions  of  infinite  spaeo,  ko- 
qualities  and  relations  of  material  objects,  or  to  yood  the  boundaries  of  all  these,  it  is  not  im^ 
MTceiva  the  admirable  designs  of  the  ali-wiae  probabla,  that  ten  thousand  timea  IMi  ti 
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oulioRi  ^f  other  wygteam  are  nmntng  their  am-  out  some  faint  eoneeption  at  leaatf  of  aodi  ob- 
pU  rounds.  With  each  of  theie  systems,  it  is  jects,  the  pertections  of  the  Creator  and  the 
probable^  that  at  least  a  hundred  worlds  are  con-  glories  of  his  kingdom  cannot  be  appreciated, 
oected,'*'  Every  one  of  these  worlds  and  83i:steni9^  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  superior  inteU»- 
we  have  reason  to  believe,,  differs  from  another,  gences,  such  as  angeb,  and  redeemed  men  in  a 
in  its  siie,  splendour  and  internal  arrangements,  future  state,  must  have  their  attention  directed 
in  the  peculiar  beauties  and  sublimities  with  to  the  science  (^numbers,  unless  we  suppose, 
which  it  is  adorned,  and  in  the  organization  and  what  is  contrary  to  Scripture,  that  their  know- 
capacities  of  the  beings  with  which  it  is  fur-  Jedge  and  capacities  of  intellect  will  be  more 
nished.  The  immense  multitude  of  rational  be-  limited  than  ours  are  in  the  present  state.  .They 
ings  and  other  existences  with  which  creation  is  may  not  stand  in  need  of  the  aids  of  any  thing 
replenished,  is  an  idea  which  eoraplotely  over-  similar  to  slates,  pencils  or  numerical  characters 
powers  the  human  faculties,  and  is  beyond  the  to  direct  them  in  their  computations,  or  to  give 
power  of  our  arithmetical  notation  to  express,  permanency  to  the  results  of  their  •arithmetical 
Even  the  multiplicity  of  objects  in  one  world  or  processes.  The  various  steps  of  their  calculaf- 
•ystem,  is  beyond  our  distinct  conception.  How  tions  may  be  carried  forward  with  inconceivable 
very  feeble  and  imperfect  conceptions  have  we  rapidity,  by  a  mental  process  which  will  lead 
attained  of  the  immensity  of  radiations  of  light  to  unerring  certainty;  but  the  same  general  prin* 
incessantly  emitted  from  the  sun  and  fallmg  upon  ciples  on  whidi  we  proceed  in  our  notations 
our  globe,  and  of  the  innumerable  crossings  and  and  calculations,  must,  from  the  nature  of  things, 
recrossingsofthese  rays  from  every  object  arouod,  be  recognised  in  all  their  numerical  processes 
in  order  to  produce  vision  to  every  beholder !  of  and  sublime  investigations, 
the  incalculable  myriads  of  invisible  animalculra  The  Scriptures  occasionally  give  us  some  in- 
which  swim  in  the  waters  and  fly  in  the  air,  and  timations  of  objects  and  scenes  calculated  to 
pervade  every  department  of  nature ;  of  the  par-  exercise  the  numerical  powers  of  the  heavenly 
tides  of  vapour  which  float  in  the  atmosphere,  inhabitants.  When  Daniel  beheld  the  vision 
and  of  the  drops  of  water  contained  in  the  ca-  of  the  "  Ancient  of  Days*'  sitting  on  his  throne, 
verns  of  the  ocean !  of  the  many  millions  of  in^  a  numerous  retinue  of  glorious  beings  appeared 
dividualsbekmging  to  every  species  of  vegctableg^  in  his  train  to  augment  the  grandeur  of  the 
of  which  50,000  different  species  have  already  scene.  "  Thousand  thousands  ministered  unto 
been  discovered,  and  of  the  number  of  trees,  him,  and  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand  stood 
shrubs,  flowers  and  plants  of  every  description  before  him."  We  are  told  in  the  sixty-eighth 
which  have  flourished  since  the  creation!  of  the  Psalm,  that  "  the  chariots  of  God  are  twenty 
countless  myriads  of  the  lower  animals,  and  of  thousand,  even  many  thousands  of  angeb?"  and 
the  human  species,  which  have  been  brought  into  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  we  read  of  "  an 
existence  since  the  eommencement  of  time,  and  innumerable  company  of  angels."  The  apostb 
of  those  which  are  yet  to  appear  in  regular  sue-  John,  when  narrating  his  visions  of  the  celestial 
cession  till  time  shall  bo  no  more !  of  the  iro-  world,  tells  us,  that  he  "  beheld  and  heard  the 
meose  variety  of  movements,  adjustments  and  voice  of  many  angels  round  about  the  throne, 
adaptations  connected  with  die  structure  of  an  and  the  number  of  them  was  ten  tiroes  ten  tbou- 
animal  body,  of  which  fourteen  thousand  may  be  sand,  and  thousands  of  thousands."  And  again, 
reckoned  as  belonging  to  the  system  of  bones  and  "  Afler  this  I  beheld,  and  lo,  a  great  multitude 
muscles  comprised  in  the  human  frame,  besides  which  no  man  could  nuoAer,  of  all  nations  and 
a  distinct  variety  of  as  numerous  adaptations  in  kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues— and  all  the 
each  of  the  60,000  diflerent  specios  of  animals  angels  stood  round  about  the  throne,  and  fell  on 
which  are  already  known  to  exist !  of  the  count-  their  faces  and  worshipped  God."  These  ex- 
less  globules  contained  in  the  eyes  of  the  nume-  pressions  are  the  strongest  which  the  inspired 
reus  tribes  of  beetles,  flies,  butterflies  and  other  writers  make,  use  of  in  order  to  express  a  oounu 
insects  of  which  £7,000  have  been  counted  in  a  less  multitude  of  objects ;  and  they  lead  us  to 
single  eye !  And,  if  the  multiplicity  of  objects  condude,  that,  in  the  heavenly  world,  vast  as- 
in  one  world  overwhelms  our  powers  of  concep-  semblages  of  intelligent  beings  will  be  occasion- 
tion  and  computation,  how  much  more  the  num-  ally  presented  to  the  view ;  and  consequently,  a 
ber  and  variety  of  beings  and  operations  con-  countless  variety  of  scenes,  objects  and  circura- 
nected  with  the  economy  of  millions  of  worlds!  stances  connected  with  their  persons,  stations 
No  finite  mtelligeoce,  without  a  profound  know  and  employments.  And,  therefore,  if  celestial 
ledge  of  numbers  in  all  their  various  combina-  beings  were  not  fkmiliarized  with  numerical 
tions,  can  form  even  a  rude  conception  of  the  calcdations  and  proportions,  such  scenes,  instead 
diversified  scenes  of  the  universe ;  and  yet,  with-  of  being  contemplated  with  intelligence  and  ra» 

tional  admiration,  would  confound  the  intellect, 

'  With  the  solar  system  to  vrhlch  we  belong,  there  and  produce  an  efiect  similar  to  that  which  is  Alt 

are  connected  more  then  a  hundred  globes  of  diJIb-  u-  --«-•--,  whmi  h*  h«Ki>l/t.  fi^r  tk<>  A^t  t;-^ 

tent  sixes.  If  we  take  into  account  the  planets  both  "^  *  ■*/■?•     ,^J^f  ^'^^^'f  «>^  *»«  ™  ««^ 

ffinary  and  s^amdary,  and  likewise  the  conififs  aome  of  the  splendid  scenes  of  civilized  lila. 
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It  19  owing,  in  a  great  nMarare,  to  ignorance  their  movameota ;  and  bate  bean  lad  to  lorn 

of  the  powera  of  nambers,  and  the  mode  of  ap->  more  correct  ideas  of  the  immense  dbtances  and 

plying  them,  that  we  find  it  impossible  to  convey  the  vast  extent  of  the  stany  heavens.    It  was 

any  distinct  ideas  of  the  velocitiea,  distancesj  owing  to  his  profound  knowledge  of  the  truths  at 

and  magnitudes  of  the  heavenly  bodiea  to  the  this  science  that  the  iUuatrioos  Sir  Isaac  Newton 

illiterate  ranks  of  mankind.    We  are  told  by  determined  the  properties  and  the  compositioa  of 

travellers,  that  there  are  some  untutored  tribes  light,  the  causes  of  the  alternate  movements  of 

whose  knowledge  of  jiumbera  is  so  limited,  that  the  ocean,  and  the  mechanism  of  die  planetary 

they  cannot  count  beyond  a  imnt^tdf  and  that  system ;  and  expanded  our  views  of  the  grandeur 

there  are  others  whose  notation  is  limited  to  of  the  universe  and  the  perfections  of  its  At 

twenfyi  or  the  number  of  fingers  and  toes  on  their  mighty  Contriver. 

hands  and  feet.    While  such  ignorance  of  nom-  Some  of  the  troths  of  this  science  may  appear, 

bers  exists,  it  is  quite  evident,  that  such  persons  to  a  superficial  thinker,  as  extremely  trivial,  and 

are  entirely  unqualified  for  surveying,  with  an  almost  unworthy  of  regard.    The  properties  of 

eye  of  intelligence,  the  grand  and  diuer^^fed  ope-  a  triangU,  auch  as,  "  that  the  square  of  the  hy- 

rations  of  the  Creator,  and  for  a{^>reciating  their  potenuse  of  a  right-angled  triangle,  is  equal  to 

number  and  magnificence.    Even  the  most  cuU  the  squarea  of  the  other  two  aides"-—*'  that  the 

tivated  minds,  from  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  three  angles  of  a  triangle  are  equal  to  two  right 

this  subject,  find  it  difficult  to  form  distinct  con-  angles" — and,  "  that  the  sides  of  a  plane  trian* 

oeptions  of  the  plans  of  the  Creator,  and  of  the  gle  are  to  one  another  as  the  sines  of  die  angles 

various  relations  which  subsist  in  the  universe,  opposite  to  them**-HDay  appear  to  some  minds 

After  familiarizing  our  minds  to  the  classification  as  more  curious  than  uadul,  and  scarcely  deserv- 

and  arrangement  of  numbers,  we  can  form  a  U^  ing  the  least  attention.    Tet  these  truths,  whea 

lerable  notion  of  a  thmttrndf  or  even  of  a  Ann-  applied  to  the  relations  of  the  tmiverBe,  and 

dred  iAousond;  but  it  is  questionable,  whether  traced  to  all  their  legitimateNConsequences,  have 

we  have  any  distinct  and  well-defined  idea  of  a  led  to  the  most  important  and  suUiroe  results, 

mttfton,  or  ten  hundred  thousand.    And  if  our  On  the  ground  of  such  truths  we  have  asoertained| 

conceptions  of  such  a  number  be  iropeifoct,  how  that  the  moon  is  t40,000  raWei  distant  from  the 

exceedingly  vague  must  be  our  idf^as  of  a  thou^  earth,  that  the  sun  is  thirteen  hundred  thousand 

•ofid  miUiontf  of  bUHoiUf  tUHcna,  and  qwtrtU'  times  larger  than  oar  globe,  that  the  planet  Hea> 

MonMf  when  used  to  express  the  number  or  dis-  schel  is  removed  to  the  distance  of  eighteen  hua- 

tances  of  the  heavenly  bodies  ? — ^It  is  evident,  dred  millions  of  miles,  and  that  the  nearest  star 

then,  that  beings  of  a  snperior  order,  or  in  a  is  at  least  two  hundred  thousand  limes  ftrther 

higher  state  of  existence,  must  have  a  more  pro-  from  us  than  the  sun.    When  the  length  of  any 

found  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  numbers  one  side  of  a  triangle  is  known,  however  largii 

than  man:  in  consequence  of  which  they  are  that  triangle  may  be,. and  the  quantity  of  its  an- 

enabled  to  survey  the  universe  with  more  intelli-  gles  determined,  the  length  of  the  other  sides  can 

gence,  and  to  form  miMre  distinct  and  ample  con-  easily  be  found  :  we  know  the  extent  of  the 

ceptions  of  the  designs  and  operUions  of  infinite  earth's  diameter ;  we  can  ascertain  under  what 

wisdom  and  onmipotencft.  ^ogie  that  diameter  appeara  at  the  moon,  and 

from  these  ikUa  we  can,  by  an  easy  calculation, 

MATHEMATICS.  dstennine  the  length  of  any  of  the  other  two 

sides  of  this  triangle,  which  gives  tiie  distance  of 
J^fathematiet,  including  geometiy,  trigonome-  the  moon, 
try,  conic  sections,  and  other  branches,  is  another  We  have  every  reason  to  (wodttde,  that  aO" 
department  of  science  which  will  be  recognised  gels  and  other  superior  intelligences  proceed  tm 
by  superior  beings  in  a  fiiture  state.  It  is  the  the  same  general  principles  in  estimating  the 
science  of  ^uonlt^,  and  treats  of  magnitude,  or  distances  and  magnitudes  of  the  great  bodies  of 
local  extension,  as  lines,  surfaces,  solids,  &c.  the  universe.  Tliey  may  not,  indeed,  require  to 
The  demonstrated  truths  of  this  science  are  resort  to  the  same  tedious  talculatitms,  nor  to 
eternal  and  unchangeable,  and  are  applicable  to  the  same  instruments  and  geometrical  sdiemes 
the  circumstances  of  all  worlds,  wherever  they  which  we  are  obliged  to  use.  Without  such 
may  exist,  and  in  every  period  of  duration,  so  aids,  they  may  arrive  at  the  proper  results  with 
long  as  the  material  fabric  of  the  universe  re-  unerring  precision,  and  their  computations  may 
mains.  Guided  by  the  truths  which  this  science  be  perfiwmed  almost  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye ; 
unfolds  and  demonstrates  we  have  been  enabled  and  while  toe  are  obliged  to  confine  onr  cakula 
to  determine  the  figure  and  dimensions  of  the  tions  to  lines  and  triangies  of  only  a  few  then- 
earth,  to  direct  our  course  from  one  continent  to  sands  or  millions  of  miles  in  extent,  ihty  may  ba 
another  across  the  pathless  doep,  to  ascertain  the  enaUed  to  form  triangles  of  inconceivable  ext0Bl» 
distance  and  magnitude  of  the  sun  and  planets,  on  htm  Umb  of  several  thousands  of  trilUeos  si 
ami  the  laws  which  the  Almighty  has  ordained  miles  in  length.  We  are  informed,  in  the  boflh 
for  presofving  their  order  and  directing  then  in  cf  IXniel^  tint  **  the  angel  Gabriel,  beii^ 
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tolly «iriiUy  from  the  celestial  regions,  ty  and  order  ofhii^  works,  cannot  be  fuUy  under* 

reached  the  prophet  about  the  time  of  the  even*  stood  without  such  inTe8ti|^ationS|— it  is  evident^ 

log  sacrifice."    Thie  &ct  implies,  not  ooly  that  that  he  roust  have  intend^,  tliat  men  should  b« 

angelic  beings  are  endued  with  powers  of  rapid  occasionaQy  exercised  in  stjch  stadies ;  in  order 

motion,  but  that  they  are  intimately  acquainted  toperoeire  the  depths  of  hii  wiidom,  and  the  ad- 

with  the  directions,  distances,  and  positions  of  mirable  simplicity  and  harmony  of  his  diversified 

the  bodies  whidi  compose  the  material  universe,  operations.    And  as  the  applications  of  this  sci- 

This  heavenly  messenger,  having  been  previous  ence  are  extremely  limited  in  the  present  world, 

ly  stationed  &r  beyond  the  limits  of  our  planeta-  its  more  extensive  applications,  like  those  of 

ry  sysiemi  had  to  shape  his  course  in  that  direc-  many  odier  branches  of  knowledge,  must  be  oon- 

tion,  to  discriminate  the  orbit  of  the  earth  from  sidered  as  reserved  for  the  life  to  come.— To 

the  orbits  of  the  other  planets,  and  the  particular  suppose,  therefore,  that  sooh  studies  will  be  aban* 

part  of  its  orbit  in  which  it  was  then  moving;  doned,  and  such  knowledge  obliterated  in  a  fu* 

■ad  having  arrived  at  the  confines  of  our  atmos-  ture  state,  would  be  to  suppose,  that  the  works 

pbere,  he  required  to  discriminate  die  parlicuhir  of  God  will  not  be  contemplated  in  that  state, 

region  in  which  Daniel  resided,  and  to  direct  his  and  that  redeemed  men  in  the  heavenly  vrorlo 

Sight  to  the  house  in  which  he  was  offering  up  will  lose  a  part  of  their  rational  faculties,  and  re* 

bis  devotions.    Now,  since  angels  are  neither  main  inferior  in  their  acquirements  lo  the  inhabi- 

omniscient  nor  omnipresent,  as  thoy  are  limHed  tanto  of  the  earth,  even  in  their  present  imper* 

beings,  possessed  of  nOumal  faculties,  and  as  it  ftct  and  degraded  condition, 
fs  probable  are  invested  with  bodies,  or  fine  ma- 
terial vehicles,"^ — they  must  be  guided  in  such  ▲btxoromt. 
sxeursions  by  their  reasoning  powers,  and  the 

Acuity  of  .rapid  motion  with  which  they  are  en-  AUrorunn^  is  another  science  which  will  o& 
dued. '  Such  excursions  imply  the  recognition  of  copy  the  atiemion  of  pure  intelligences  in  the 
certain  mathematical  principles,  and  I  have  al-  future  world.  The  object  of  this  science  is,  to 
ready  had  occasion  to  notice,  that  iheee  princi-  determine  the  distances  and  magnitudes  of  the 
pies  are  applicable  throughout  every  part  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  the  form  of  the  orbits  they  de- 
universe,  and  must  be  recognised,  more  or  less,  scribe,  the  laws  by  which  their  moticms  are 
by  all  intelligent  beings.  directed,  and  the  nature  and  destination  of  tho 
The  Creator  himself  has  laid  the  foundation  various  luminous  and  opaque  globes  of  which 
of  the  mathematical  sciences.  His  works  con-  the  universe  appears  to  be  composed.  It  is  the 
sist  of  globes  and  spheroids  of  iJl  different  dimen-  most  noble  and  sublimo  of  all  tlie  sciences,  and 
•ions,  and  of  immense  concentric  rings  revolving  presents  to  our  view  the  most  astonishing  and 
with  a  rapid  motion.  These  globes  are  carried  magnificent  objects,— whether  we  consider  their 
round  diffiureat  centres,  some  oif  th«n  in  circles,  immense  magnitude,  the  splendour  of  their  ap> 
some  in  ellipses,  and  others  in  long  eccentric  pearance,  the  vast  spaces  which  surround  them, 
curves.  Being  impelled  in  their  courses  by  di&  the  magnificent  apparatus  with  which  some  of 
(erent  degrees  of  vekMsity,  4heir  real  motions  can-  them  are  encompassed,  the  rapidity  of  their  mo' 
not  be  traced,  nor  the  beautiful  simplicity  and  tions,  or  the  display  they  afford  of  the  omnipotent 
narmony  of  the  different  systems  made  apparent,  energy  and  intelligence  of  the  Creator.  In  coq* 
without  the  application  of  mathematical  invest!-  sequence  of  the  cmltivation  of  this  science,  our 
gations.  To  an  observer  imtutored  in  this  sci-  views  of  the  extent  of  creation,  and  of  the  sidn 
ence,  many  of  the  celestial  motions  would  ap-  Ume  scenery  it  unfolds,  are  expanded  far  beyond 
pear  to  display  inextricable  confusion,  and  lead  what  former  ages  could  have  conceived*  From 
him  to  conclude,  that  the  Framer  of  the  universe  the  discoveries  of  astronomy  it  appears,  that  our 
was  deficient  in  wisdom  and  intdligent  design.—  earth  is  but  as  a  point  in  the  immensity  of  the 
The  principles  of  mathematics  are  also  exhibited  universe— that  there  are  worlds  a  thousand  times 
in  the  numerous  sod  diversified  figures  into  larger,  enlightened  by  the  same  sun  which 
which  diamonds,  crystals,  salts,  and  other  bodies,  «  rules  our  day"— that  the  sun  himself  is  aa 
are  formed ;  in  the  hexagonal  cells  of  bees,  wasps  immense  Imninous  world,  whose  circumforenco 
and  hornets,  in  the  pcfygofu  and  partiUd  Imet  would  inclose  more  than  twelve  hundred  thoiH 
which  enter  into  the  construction  of  a  spider's  sand  globes  as  large  as  onr»— that  the  earth  and 
web,  and  in  many  other  objects  m  nature.— Now,  its  u&abitants  are  carried  forward  through  tho 
since  Ood  has  exhibited  the  elements  of  this  sci-  regions  of  space,  at  the  rats  of  a  thousand  miles 
ence  before  us  in  his  works ;  since  he  has  endued  every  miaut»->that  motions  exist  in  the  great 
tts  with  rational  foculties  to  appreciale  and  ap-  bodies  of  the  universe,  the  foree  and  rapidity  of 
ply  these  elements  to  useful  investigations;  aiid  which  astonish  and  overpower  the  imaginatioiH* 
since  his  wisdom  and  intelUgeace,sind  the  beau*  and  that  beyond  the  sphere  of  the  sun  and  ptaaetSi 

creation  is  replenished  with  millions  of  luanaooi 

•The  Author  will  sfterwaidsbavesaopnortmiKT  «[o»»i[^»W«red  over  inunense  r^g^^ 

of  Illusttating  this  posuion,m  Part  OLofthts  work,  the  hmnao  mind  can  assign  bo  boaDdailai. 
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Thete  objects  preseat  an  imroemo  field  for  the  spring,  over  which  he  wiH  continue  eternany  ta 

•ODtemplation  of  every  class  of  moral  intelti-  preside.    Hence  the  numerous  allusions  lo  *'  the 

{fences,  and  a  bright  mirror  in  which  they  will  heavens,'*  by  the  inspired  writers,  when  the 

behold  the  reflection  of  the  divine  attributes,  majesty  of  Chxl  and  the  glory  of  his  dominions 

Of  this  vast  universe,  how  small  a  portion  has  are  intended  to  be  illustrated.    "  All  the  gods  of 

yet  been  unveiled  to  our  view !    With  respect  the  nations  are  idols ;  but  Jehovah  mad«  fAe  hea* 

to  the  bodies  which  compose  our  planetary  sys-  vent,"    "  The  Lord  hath  prepared  hit  throne  in 

tern,  we  know  only  a  few  general  &cts  and  rela-  the  heaventf  and  his  kingdmn  ruleth  over  aJl.*^ 

tions.    In  regard  to  the  fixed  stars,  we  have  "  By  his  Spirit  he  hath  garnished  ihe  heavens.** 

acquired  little  more  than  a  few  rude  conceptions  *'  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  Jehovah." 

of  iheir  immense  distance  and  mtignitudes.    In  "  When  I  consider  thy  heavens,  the  work  of  thy 

relation  to  the  oomeCt,  we  only  know  that  they  fingers,  the  moon  and  the  stars,  which  thou  bast 

move  in  long  eccentric  orbits,  that  they  are  im-  ordained— what  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful 

pelled  in  their  courses  with  immense  velocity,  of  him  ?  or  the  son  of  man,  that  thou  visiiest 

and  appear  and  disappear  in  uncertain  periods  him  V     *'  The  heavens,  even  the  heaven  of 

of  time. '  Of  the  numerous  systems  into  which  heavens,  cannot  contain  thee."    **  By  the  word 

the  stars  are  arranged,  of  the  motions  peculiar  of  Jehovah  were  the  heavens  made,  and  aU  the 

to  each  system,  of  the  relations  which  these  mo-  hoet  of  them  by  the  spirit  of  his  mouth.'*    **  The 

tions  have  to  the  whole  universe  as  one  vast  heavens  shall  declare  his  righteousness."    *'  Our 

machine,  of  the  nature  and  arrangement  of  the  God  is  in  the  heavens,  he  hath  dono  wbatso* 

numerous  nebuke  which  are  scattered  through-  ever  he  hath  pleased."    ''  TVu  heenem  ehaU  d^ 

out  the  distant'  regions  of  space ;  of  the  worlds  elare  ih^  tooiwicrs,  O  Lord ."'    "  I  lift  up  mine 

which  are  connected  with  the  starry  orbs;  of  eyes  to  thee,  O thou  that  ehoeifeit in lAeAeoMfu." 

the  various  orders  of  beings  which  people  them ;  '*  Thus  saith  God  the  Lord,  he  that  created  the 

of  the  changes  and  revolutions  which  are  taking  heavene  and  stretched  them  out."    "  The  hea- 

place  in  different  parts  of  the  universe,  of  the  vens  for  height  are  unsearchable."    "  As  the 

new  creations  whic^  are  starting  into  existence,  heaven  is  high  above  the  earth,  so  groat  is  his 

ofthe  number  of  opaque  globes  which  may  exist  mercy  toward  them  that  fear  him."     He  is 

in  every  region  of  space,  of  the  distance  to  which  **  the  Ood  of  heaven^ — he  rideth  on  the  AeaMn 

the  material  world  extends,  and  of  the  various  of  heavene  which  ho  founded  of  old ;  heaven  is 

dispensations  of  the  Aknighty  towards  the  di-  his  throne^  and  the  earth  his  footstool." — ^When 

versified  orders  of  intelligences  ^ich  people  his  the  folly  of  idolaters  is  exposed,  wh«i  the  coming 

vast  empire— we  remain  in  almost  profound  ig^  of  Messiah  is  announced,  and  when  motives  are 

norance,  and  must  continue  in  this  ignorance,  so  presented  to  invigorate  the  fiuth  and  hope  of  the 

long  as  we  are  chained  down  to  this  obscure  saints,  Jehovah  is  represented  as  that  omnipo- 

comer  of  creation. — There  will,  therefore,  be  tent  Being  who  *^  meteth  out  the  heavens  with  a 

ample  ecape  in  the  future  world  for  further  re-  span,  who  spreadeth  them  out  as  a  curtain,  and 

searches  into  this  subject,  and  for  enlai^ng  our  bringeth  forth  their  hosts  by  the  greatness  of  his 

knowledge  of  those  glorious  scenes  which  are  a.t  might.**     "  Thus  saith  God  the  Lord,  he  that 

present  so  far  removed  beyond  the  limits  of  created  the  heavens  and  stretched  them  out — ^l 

natural  visiiui,  and  the  sphere  of  human  inveati-  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  for  a 

gation.  light  of  the  Gentiles."*    **  Thus  saith  the  Lord 

The  heaoene  oorutituU  the  prindpal  part  of  the  Uukt  created  the  heavens— I  said  not  to  the  seed 
divine  empire— compared  with  which  our  earth  i»  of  Jac<rf>,  seek  ye  me  in  vain,"  &c.f  These, 
but  as  an  atom,  and  "  all  nations  are  as  nothing,  and  hundreds  of  sinoilar  passages,  evideniiy  inl- 
and are  accounted  to  Jehovah  as  less  than  no-  ply,  that  we  ought  to  c<»template  the  attributes 
tiung  and  vanity."  Yast  as  this  world  may  of  God  chiefly  in  relation  to  the  display  which  is 
appear  to  the  frail  beings  that  inhabit  it,  it  pro-  given  of  them  in  the  firmament  of  his  power— 
bably  ranks  among  the  smallest  globes  in  the  that  Ihe  heavens  are  by^  far  the  most  ezteosiva 
universe ;  but  although  it  were  twenty  thousand  portion  of  hie  dominions— and  that  the  power 
tinies  more  spacious  than  it  is,  it  would  be  only  and  intelligence  displayed  in  the  fbnnation  and 
as  a  grain  of  sand  when  compared  with  the  arrangement  of  the  hosts  of  heaven,  lay  a  sort 
immensity  of  creation,  and  all  the  events  that  foundation  for  the  hope  and  joy,  and  the  future 
have  passed  over  its  inhabitants  as  only  a  few  of  prospects  of  the  people  of  GJod. 
those  ephemerat  transactions  which  crowd  the  In  order  to  form  just  conceptions  of  the  beauty 
annals  of  eternity.  It  is  throughout  the  bound-  and  grandeur  of  the  heavens,  and  of  the  intelli- 
lass  regions  of  the  firmament  that  God  is  chiefly  gence  of  Him  who  arranged  their  numerous  beets 
seen,  and  his  glory  contemplated  by  unnumbered  some  of  the  fiudameatid  facts  and  prindples  et 
'Intelligences.  It  is  there  that  the  moral  gma-  astronomy  require  to  be  understood  and  reeog* 
deur  of  his  dispensations,  and  the  magnificence  nised.  The  order  of  liM  bodies  which  comp-M 
of  his  works  are  displayed  Tii  all  their  variety 
ftod  liatre  to  oountlets  orders  of  hia  rational  off«  *  In.  zllv  I  <                   iMwslv.  ifli  Ul 
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ijw  loIarflyBtefD,  or  other  cjrstems  which  eziflt  in  striking  scenes  which  the  nnirerse  displajs. 
the  aniTerse— the  ferm  of  their  orbiu,  their  pro-  And,  since  they  hate  occasiccally  ming.ed  in 
portnttal  distances  and  periods  of  revolution-*  the  society  of  men,  and  communicated  intelli- 
their  magnitudes,  rotations,  velocities,  and  the  gence  from  heaven  to  earth,  it  is  reasonable  tc 
▼arioM  phenomena  which  are  observed  on  their  believe,  that  they  will  have  more  frequent  inter- 
mir&ces — the  arrangement  and  positions  of  the  coune  with  redeemed  men  in  a  future  state,  and 
different  clusters  of  stars— -of  the  steHar  and  plan*  communicate  the  discoveries  they  have  made 
•tary  nebuUBf  of  double,  triple,  and  variable  stars,  respecring  the  economy  and  grandeur  of  God's 
and  many  other  general  &cts,  require  to  be  known  universal  empire.    But,  at  the  same  time,  it 
before  the  mind  can  receive  fiirther  information  ought  carefully  to  be  observed,  that  such  com- 
reepecting  the  structure  of  the  universe.     It  munications  would  neither  be  fully  understood 
may  be  also  necessary,  even  in  a  higher  state  nor  appreciated,  unless  the  mind  had  a  previous 
of  existence,  to  be  acquainted  with  those  contri-  acquaintance  with  the  leading  facts,  and  the 
vanoes  or  artificial  helps  by  which  very  distant  grand  outlines  of  astronomical  science.    To  en- 
objects  may  be  brooght  near  to  view.    We  know  ter  into  the  spirit  of  those  sublime  details  which 
by  experience,  in  our  present  state,  that  by  angels  or  archangels  might  communicate  respect- 
means  of  teleesopes,  mOlions  of  stars,   which  ing  other  systems  and  worlds,  the  mind  tmut  be 
the  unafsisted  eye  cannot  discern,  are  brought  prepared  by  a  knowledge  of  those  principles 
within    the   s[4iere   of  our   observation,   and  which  have  already  been  ascertained,  and  of 
numerous  other  splendid  objects,  which,  with-  those  discoveries  which  have  already  been  made 
out  the  aid  of  these  instruments,  would  have  in  relation  to  the  system  of  the  univene.    Sup- 
been  altogether  concealed  from  our  view.    The  pose  a  group  of  the  native  tribes  of  New  Hot- 
organs  of  vision,  indeed,  of  the  redeemed  in-  land  or  Van  Diemni's  Land,  were  assembled 
habitants  of  our  glc^,  after  the  resurrection,  for  the  purpose  of  listening  to  a  detail  of  the 
there- is  every  reason  to  believe,  will  be  capable  principal  discoveries  ^hich  modem  astronomers 
of  tdcing  in  a  much   more  eitensive  range  of  have  made  in  the  heavens — it  would  be  impossi- 
▼iew  than  at  present.    Hiey  may  be  endowed  ble  to  oonvey  to  their  minds  a  clear  conception 
with  qualities  which  will  enable  them  to  pene-  even  of  the  prominent  and  leading  facts  of  this 
trate  into  the  depths  of  space  frir  beyond  the  science,  from  the  want  of  those  general  ideas 
reach  of  our  most  powerful  telescopes,  and  to  which  are  previously  necessary  in  order  to  the 
perceive  with  distinctness,  objects  at  the  dis-  right  understanding  of  such  communications, 
lance  of  many  billions  of  miles.    Still,  however,  Such  would  be  the  case  of  men  in  a  future  state, 
they  may  require  artificial  aids  to  their  natural  in  regard  to 'the  communications  of  angelic  mes- 
ergans,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  contemplate  sengers  from  distant  worlds,  were  their  minds  not 
objects  at  still  greater  distances.    And  although  imbued  with  a  certain  portion  of  astronomical 
9a6i  helps,  to  natural  Tision,  analogous  to  our  knowledge.     They  might  stare,  and  wonder  at 
telescopes,  may  be  conceived  as  inoomparably  some  of  the  facts  detaUwi;  but  their  ideas  would 
superior  to  ours,  yet  the  same  general  principles  be  vague  and  confused,  and  they  would  be  unable 
must  be  recognised  in  their  construction.    For,  to  form  clear  and  comprehensive  conceptions  of 
as  has  been  already  noticed,   the  light  which  then^arious  circumstances  connected  with  the 
emanates  from  the  most  distant  stars  consists  of  sc^fcs  described,  in  all  their  bearings,  aspects, 
the  same  colours,  and  is  refracted  and  reflected  and  relations,  and  of  the  indications  they  afford 
by  the  same  laws,  as  the  light  which  is  emitted  of  exquisite  skill  and  intelligent  design, 
from  the  sun,  and  which  illuminates  our  terres-  As  the  objects  which  astronomy  explores  are 
trial  abode ;  and,  consequently,  must  operate  on  imlimited  in  their  range,  they  will  aflTord  an  tnes- 
tho  organs  of  sentient  beings,  in  those  remote  hauaiMe  subject  of  study  and  contemplation  tu 
regions,  in  a  manner  similar  to  its  effects  on  the  superior  beings,  and  to  mankind  when  placed  in 
eyes  of  man.  a  higher  sphere  of  existence.    Astronomical  sci- 
It  is  highly  probable,  that,  in  the  future  workl,  ence,  as  having  ibr  its  object  to  Investigate  and 
a  considerable  portion  of  our  knowledge  respects  explore  the  facts  and  relations  peculiar  to  all  the 
ing  the  distant  provinces  of  the  divine  empire,  great  bodies  in  the  imiverse,  can  never  be  ex- 
will  be  communicated  by  superior  beings  who  liansted;  unless  we  suppose  that  finite  minds 
have  visited  the  different  systems  dispersed  will  be  able^  at  some  future  period  in  duration, 
through  the  universe,  and  have  acquired  infer-  to  survey  and  to  comprehend  all  the  plans  and 
tion  respecting  their  history,  and  their  physical  operations  of  the  infinite  Creator.    But  this  is 
and  moral  scenery.    We  learn  from  Scripture,  evidently  impossible ;  for  "  who  can  by  searching 
that  there  are  intelligences  who  can  wing  their  find  out  Ghxl  ?    Who  can  find  out  the  Almighty 
way,  in  a  short  period  of  time,  from  one  worM  to  to  perfoetion  ?"   Ailer  millions  of  centuries  Imve 
another.    Such  beings,  in  the  course  of  a  thon-  ran  their  roun&,  new  ieenes  of  grandeur  will  be 
■and  centuries,  must  have  made  many  extensive  stUf  bursting  on  the  astonished  mind,  new  regions 
loiiri  through  the  regions  of  creation,  and  ao-  of  creation,  and  new  displays  of  divine  powei 
fiired  a  comprehensive  kno#ledge  of  the  moat  and  wiadom  wiU  still  reoMtiA  ti  be  explored , 
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Wi4,  oonsequeudft  the  icieiioe  of  utrononj  will  phers,  we  hare  be«a  nnde  actiaaiiited  with  ft 

naver  arrive  at  abeoluie  perfection,  but  will  be  ▼ariety  of  striking  fiusts  and  ageoeiee  in  the  sy*- 

in  a  progreiaive  eourte  of  improvement  through  tern  of  the  aniveroe,  which  display  the  amazing 

all  the  levol  itions  of  etonvty.    In  the  prosecu*  energies  of  the  Creator,  and  whidi  tend  to  ex* 

tioo  of  such  investigations,  and  in  the  contem*  cite  oar  admiration  of  the  depths  of  his  wisdom 

plaiion  of  such  objects  as  this  science  presents,  and  mtelKgence.    We  leara  that  the  HifU  emifi- 

the  grand  aim  of  celestial  intelligences  will  be,  ted  from  the  sun  and  other  luminous  bodies 

to  i.ncrease  in  the  knowledge  and  the  love  of  Qod ;  moves  with  a  velocity  equal  to  fOO,000  miles  in 

and,  in  proportion  as  their  views  of  the  glories  of  a  seeoiul  of  time-i-that  every  ray  of  while  light 

his  empire  are  enlarged,  in  a  similar  proportion  is  composed  of  all  the  colours  in  nature,  bleiid- 

will  their  conceptions  of  his  boundless  attributes  ed  in  certain  proportione— that  the   immense 

be  expanded,  and  their  praises  and  adorations  variety  of  shades  of  oo^oun  which  adorns  the 

ascend  in  subliroer  strains  to  Him  whesii^  upon  diiferent  landscapes  of  the  earth,  ie  not  in  the 

the  throne  of  the  universe,  who  alone  is  "worthy  objects  themselves,  but  in  the  light  that  falls 

to  receive  glory,  honour j  and  power,"  from  every  upon  them-*«nil  that  thousands  oif  miULoos  of 

order  of  his  creatures.  lays  are  incessantly  flying  off  from  all  visible 

Since  then,  it  appears,  that  astronomy  is  con-  objects,  crossing  and  recrossing  eadh  other  in  an 

versant  about  objects  the  roost  wondwful  and  infinity  of  directions,  and  yet  conveying  to  every 

sublime— eiaoe  these  objects  tend  to  amplify  our  eye  that  is  open  to  receive  them,  a  distinct  pio- 

conceptions  of  the  divine  attributes— since  a  ture  of  the  ol)}ectB  whence  they  proceed.    We 

clear  and  distinct  knowledge  of  these  objects  leatu  that  the  atmosphere  which  surrounds  m 

cannot  be  attained  without  the  acquisition  of  a  presses  our  bodies  with  a  weight  equal  to  thir^ 

certain  portion  of  astronomical  science— since  thousand  pounds,  that  it  contains  the  principlea 

tfie  heavens  cowtitute  the  principal  part  of  God's  of  fire  and  fiame<*4hat,  in  one  combimitaon,  it 

•niversal  empire— since  our  present  views  of  the  would  raise  our  animal  spirits  to  the  highest 

magnificence  of  this  empire  are  so  obscure  and  pitch  of  eostaoy,  and  in  another,  cause  our  im- 

circumscribed— ^nce  even  the  infiNrmation  that  mediate  destruction— that'  is  capidkle  of  being 

may  be  communicated  on  this  subject,  by  other  in-  compressed  into  40,000  times  less  space  than  it 

lelligenoes,  could  not  be  fully  understood  without  naturally  occupies— and  that  the  jiroductioii  of 

some  acqnaintance   with  the  principles  of  this  sound,  the  lives  of  animals,  and  the  growth  of 

science— and  since  the  boundless  icsoea  it  un-  vegetables,  dqiend  upon  its  various  ai^  unoeaa- 

fi>lds  present  an  inexhaustible  subject  of  oonteni-  ing  agencies.    We  learn  that  a  certain  fluid 

plation,  and  afford  motives  to  stimulate  all  holy  pervades  all  nature,  which  is  capable  of  giving  a 

beings  to  incessant  adoration— it  would  be  ab-  tkodk  to  the  animal  frame,  which  shodt  may  be 

surd  to  suppose  that  renovated  men,  in  a  supe-  communicated  in  an  instant  to  a  thousand  indi* 

rior  state  of  existence,  will  remain  in  ignorance  viduals — that  this  fluid  moves  with  incooceiva- 

of  this  subject,  or  that  the  sUidy  of  it  will  ever  ble  rapidity— that  it  can  be  drawn  fixMn  the 

be  discontinued  while  eternity  endures.  clouds  in  the  form  <^a  stream  of  fire— that  it 

melts  iron  wire,  increases  the  evaporation  of 

KATU'RA.L  PHIL0B0PH7.  fluids,  destroys  the  polarity  of  the  magnetic  Boedle 

and  occasionally  displays  its  energies  among  the 

Nahtral  Pkilo9ophy  is  another  subject  which  clouds  in  the  form  of  fire^iaHs^  lambent  flames. 

will  doubtless  engage  the  attention  of  regenera-  and  forked  lightnings.    We  learn  that  the  bodies 

ted  men  in  a  future  state.  of  birds,  fishes,  quadrupeds,  and  insectsi  in  rela- 

The  objects  of  this  science  is  to  describe  the  tion  to  their  eyes,  feet,  wings,  fioa,  and  other 

phenomena  of  die  material  world,  to  explain  members,  are  formed  with  admirable  skill,  so  as 

their  causes,  to  investigate  the  laws  by  which  to  be  exactly  adapted  to  their  various  necessities 

the  Almighty  directs  the  operations  of  nature,  and  modes  of  existence,  and  that  they  consist  of 

fn4  to  trace  ^e  exquisite  skill  and  benevolent  an  infinite  number  of  oontrtvanoes  luod  adapta* 

design  which  are  displayed  in  the  economy  of  tions  in  order  to  accomplish  the  purpose  intend* 

the  universe.    It  embraces  investigations  into  ed — and  that  the  beaver,  the  bee,  the  ant,  and 

the  sevend  powers  and  properties,  qtialities  and  other  insects,  construct  their  habitations,  vod 

attribtites,  motions  and  appearances,  causes  and  perform  their  operations  with  all  the  skill  and 

effects,  of  all  the  bodies  with  which  we  are  sur-  precision  of  the  nicest  mathematical  science. 

rountM,  and  which  are  obvious  to  our  senses,—  The  bee,  in  {Mirtieular,  vworks,  as  if  it  knew  the 

audi  as  light,  heat,  oolours,  air,  water,  sounds,  highest  branches  of  mathematics,  which  required 

echoes ;  the  electrical  and    magnetical  fluids ;  the  genius  of  Newton  to  discover.— 'In  abort,  the 

hail,  rain,  snow,  dew,  thunder,  lightning,  the  whole  of  nature  presents  a  scene  of  wooden 

rainbow,  parhelia,  win&,  luminous  and  fiery  which,  when  seriously  contemplated,  ie  cako- 

meteors,  the  Aurora  Borealis,  and  similar  ob-  lated  to  expand  the  intellectual  powers,  to  rafine 

jects  in  the  system  of  nature.  the  afl^tions,  and  to  excite  admiratioB  of  A« 

From  the  discoveries  of  experimental  i)hiloeo>  attributes  of  God,  and  the  plan  of  hm  providoaoab 
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Nfttnittl  Philoaopkjr  mty,  therefor*,  b«  oooti-  the  eye»  the  ear,  or  the  imagimtion,  and  iUu^ 
dered  ai  a  branch  berth  of  the  religion  of  nature,  trafe  the  manifold  wisdom  of  Grod ;  and  of  course 
and  of  the  religion  of  revelation.  It  removesi  will  present  a  boundless  field  for  Uie  most  Bub« 
in  part,  the  veii  which  is  spread  over  the  mya-  lime  investigations  of  science.  This  world,  in 
terioiM  operations  of  nature,  and  discloses  to  manj  of  its  arrangemenU,  will  doubtless  present 
our  view  the  wmders  which  He  concealed  from  a  variety  of  objects  and  scenes  altogether  difle- 
Che  sotiish  molthude,  '*  who  regard  not  the  works  rent  from  thoee  we  now  behold,  even  although  the 
of  the  Lord,  nor  consider  the  operations  of  his  same  physical  laws  which  govern  our  terrestrial 
bonds.*'  It  enables  us  to  perceive  th«  footsteps  of  system  should  still  continue  in  operaticm.  The 
the  Almighty  both  in  his  majestic  movemonts  inflection,  refraction  and  reflection  of  light  will 
and  in  his  most  minnte  designs ;  tor  there  ti  not  be  directed  by  the  same  general  laws,  and  will 
a  step  we  can  take  in  the  temple  of  nature,  under  produce  efiects  analogoos  to  those  we  now  per- 
the  guidance  of  an  enlightened  philosophy,  in  ceive  in  the  scene  around  us ;  but  the  mediums 
whidb  we  do  not  b^Mld  traces  of  inscrutable  through  which  it  passes,  and  the  various  objects 
wisdom  and  design,  and  of  a  benevolence  which  by  which  it  is  refracted  and  reflected,  and  many 
extends  its  kind  regards  to  every  rank  of  sensi-  other  modifications  to  which  it  may  be  subjected, 
tlve  and  intelligent  existence.  It  shows  us  the  may  produce  a  variety  of  astcmishing  efiects, 
beauty  and  goodness  of  the  divine  administra^  surpassing  every  thing  we  now  behold,  and  ex- 
tion ;  and  demmstrates,  that  the  communication  hibit  scener  of  beauty  and  raagnificencie  of  whicn 
of  happiness  is  the  final  c«ise  of  all  the  admi-  we  can,  at  present,  Ibrm  no  distinct  conception, 
rable  arrangements  which  pervade  the  material  The  science  of  optics,  in  unfolding  to  us  the  na- 
system.  It  teaches  us,  that  the  several  opera-  ture  of  light,  and  Uie  various  properties  of  prisms, 
lions  of  nature  are  carried  on  by  means  unoon-  mirrors,  and  lenses,  has  enabled  us  to  exhibit  a 
Irollable  by  human  power,  and  fiir  transcending  variety  of  beautifal  and  surprising  efiects,  and 
finite  skill  to  plan  or  to  execute.  It  discovers  to  perceive  traces  <^  infinite  intelligence  in  rela- 
tbooe  Jaws  by  which  the  sovereign  of  the  universe  turn  to  this  element,  beyond  what  former  ages 
governs  his  vast  dominions,  and  maintains  them  could  have  believed,  iijid,  therefore,  we  have 
in  undecaying  beauty  and  sptendour,  throughout  reason  to  conclude,  that,  in  the  hand  of  Omni- 
aO  ages.  It  thus  snablee  us  to  consecrate  the  potence,  when  arranging  other  worlds,  the  ele- 
imiverse  into  one  grand  temple,  and,  from  the  roent  of  light  is  capable  of  being  modified  in  a 
contemplation  of  every  object  it  presents,  to  el»-  thousand  forms  of  which  we  are  now  ignorant, 
vate  our  minds,  and  to  raise  our  voices  in  grate-  so  as  to  produce  the  most  glorious  and  transport- 
fill  praises  to  Him  **  who  created  all  things,  and  ing  efiects.  There  will  probably  be  no  such 
for  whose  pleasure  they  are  and  were  created.**  phenomena  as  thunder,  lightning,  and  fiery  ma- 
in the  future  worUtfiere  will  be  aftwidanlseops  teors  in  the  world  to  which  I  allude,  but  the 
for  the  prosecutipB  of  this  solMct  to  an  indefr>  electrical  fluid,  which  is  the  principal  agent  in 
nile  extent.  With  respect  to  the  state  of  sepa-  producing  these  appearances,  and  which  pervades 
rate  spirits,  after  tlwir  departure  from  this  world,  every  part  of  nature,  may  operate  in  that  world 
Che  employments  in  which  they  engage,  and  the  in  a  different  manner,  and,  instead  of  producing 
connection  in  wUch  they  stand  to  the  material  eflfects  that  are  terrific  and  appalling,  may  be  an 
system,  we  can  form  no  distinct  conception,  and  agent  for  creating  scenes  which  wUI  inspire  tho 
mnst  remain  in  ignorance  tUl  the  period  arrive  soul  with  admiration  and  delight  Some  of  the 
when  we  shall  be  actually  ushered  into  that  mys-  mechanical,  pneuraalical,  and  hydrostaiical  prin- 
terious  s*ne  of  existence.  But,  we  are  assured,  ciples  which  enter  into  the  construction  of  mills, 
Chat,  after  the  resurrection,  amntotof  world  will  whee)M»rriages,  forcing  pumps,  and  steam-en* 
•  be  prepared  for  the  habitation  of  the  just,  in  gines,  ra^  not  be  applied  to  the  same  purposes 
which  their  oonMction  with  the  visible  univeeso  in  the  future  woild ;  but  they  may  bo  applicable 
will  doubtless,  be  for  more  extensive  than  it  is  to  a  variety  of  other  unknown  purposes  corres- 
at  present ;  and  wherever  a  material  system  ex-  ponding  to  the  nature  of  that  world,  and  the  cha- 
ists,  it  afibrds  scope  for  pbysioal  investigations,  racter  uid  employments  of  its  inhabitants, 
and  for  the  application  of  the  principles  of  Na-  In  such  cases  as  those  now  alluded  to,  and  io 
tural  Philoaopby.  This  new  world  will  be  pre-  thoosands  of  others,  there  will  be  ample  scope 
pared  and  arranged  by  divine  wisdom;  and  for  the  application  of  all  the  principles  of  natural 
eonseqoently,  will  exhibit  scenes  of  beauty  and  science ;  and  thousands  of  fiicts  and  principles,  to 
grandeur,  oi  exquisite  contrtvanoe  and  benevo-  ns  unknown,  wiU  doubtless  be  brought  to  light  by 
lent  deeign.  For,  if  the  world  we  now  inhabit,  the  superior  sagacity  of  the  heavenly  inhabitaots. 
amidst  all  the  delbrmitics  and  physical  deimnge-  To  maintain  the  contrary,  woaU  be,  io  eflfect, 
vents  which  sin  has  introducsd,  displays  so  to  suppose,  thai  the  inhabitants  of  heaven  are  en- 
many  beautiful  arrangements  and  marin  of  in-  dowed  with  powers  of  intellect  infiriar  to  those 
tfliiigeaae  and  skill,  much  store  may  we  ooodude,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,— that  their  know- 
Ifaat  the  world  in  which  **  righteousness  shall  ledge  b  less  extensive  than  our^ — that  they  make 
4wnll,'*  will  aboond  in  fver?  thug  that  can  ehaim  no  progrew  in  morai  and  intnllectual  attairmmtit 
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«^nd  th&t  they  have  no  deiire  to  explore  "  the  thousands   of  veins   and   arteries  distriboM 

^vorks  of  the  Lord,  and  to  consider  the  operations  throughout  every  part  of  this  wonderful  system 

of  his  hands.*'  — tliat  the  whole  mass  of  blood  rushes  with  im- 

What  has  been  now  staled  in  relation  to  Natu-  mense  velocity ,  through  these  vesseb,  and  through 

ral  Philosophy^  will  equally  apply  to  the  science  the  heart,  fourteen  times  every  how— that  respi- 

of  Chymiitry.    This  science  has  for  its  object  to  ration  is  iu)thing  else  than  a  species  of  oomMce^ 

ascertain  the  first  principles  of  all  bodies,  their  tion^  in  which  the  oxygen  of  the  atmosphere  is 

'  various  properties  and  combinations,  their  mode  absorbed  by  -the  blood,  and  difibses  heat  and  vi* 

of  operation,  and  the  effects  they  produce  in  the  gour  throughout  the  system— that  the  lungs  are 

economy  of  nature.  Its  discoveries  have  not  only  composed  of  an  infinite  number  of  membranous 

unfolded  many  of  the  admirable  processes  which  cells  or  vesicles  variously  figured,  and  full  of  air, 

are  going  forward  in  the  animal,  vegetable,  and  communicating  on  all  sides  with  one  another,  and 

mineral  kingdoms,  but  have  opened  to  our  view  that  their  number  amounts  to  at  least  1,700,000,* 

many  striking  displays  of  the  wisdom  and  good-  000— that  there  are  above  tliree  hundred  thou- 

ness  of  God,  in  producing,  by  the  most  simple  sand  millions  of  pores  in  the  glands  of  the  skin 

means,  the  most  astonishing  and  benevolent  e&  which  covera  the  body  of  a  middle-sized  man, 

'  fects.  The  principles  of  this  science  must,  there-  through  which  the  sweat  and  insensible  perepi- 

fore,  be  applicable,  to^bsrever  maUer  emstt,  under  ration  are  continually  issuing— 4hat  thousands  of 

whatever  shape  or  modification  it  may  present  lacteal  and  lymphatic  tubes  are  absorbing  and 

itself;  and  as  all  the  worlds  throughout  the  uni-  conveying  nutriment  to  the  blood— that  the  heart, 

verse  are  composed  of  matter  compounded  into  in  the  centre  tiC  the  system,  is  exerting  an  im» 

various  forms,  they  must  afford  an  ample  range  mense  muscular  -force,  and  giving  ninety-eil 

for  the  investigations  and  researches  of  chylnicaJ  thousand  strokes  every  twenty-four  houra ;— and 

science.  that  all  this  complicated  system  of  mechanism, 

LVLTOMY  A5D  PHYSIOLOOr.  ?»^  *'""^«^»  "^J^^"^  ^""^»'*'  ^f  ^^^l**  ''f  *«» 

Ignorant,  must  be  ra  constant  action,  in  order  to 

Anaion^  and  P/ytielogy  are  subjects  whicn  we  preserve  us  in  exbtence,  and  secure  our  enjoys 

may  reasonably  conclude,  will  occasionally  occupy  ment. 

the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  heaven.  The  This  subject  frequently  engaged  the  atteatioB 
object  of  these  sciences  is,  to  invesiigato  tlie  g»>  of  the  pious  Psalmist.  With  an  eye  of  intelU* 
neral  structure  and  economy  of  the  animal  frame,  gence  and  devotion,  be  surveyed  the  curious  oi*- 
and  especially  the  parts  and  functions  of  the  hil-  ganization  <^  the  human  fhune^  frxna  the  rode 
man  body.  The  system  of  organizatioQ  connected  embryo  in  the  womb  to  the  full  devdopement  of 
with  the  human  frame  is  the  most  admirable  all  its  functions ;— and,  strudc  with  the  wisdam 
piece  of  mechanism  which  the  mind  can  contem-  and  goodness  displayed  in  its  formation,  he  raised 
plate— -whether  we  consider  the  immense  num»  his  thoughts  to  God  in  gntefhl  adoration.  **  I 
ber  and  variety  of  its  parts — the  numerous  func-  will  praise  thee,**  he  exclaims,  "  for  I  am  fear- 
tions  th«y  perform— Che  rapid  movements  i^iiich  folly  and  wonderfully  made ;  marvellous  are  thy 
are  incessantly  going  forward  throughout  every  works !  How  precious  are  thy  Wonderful  contri- 
part  of  this  system— the  amazing  force  exert^  vances  in  relation  to  me,  O  God !  How  great 
by  the  heart  and  muscles— the  processes  of  diges-  is  die  sum  of  them !  If  I  should  coimt  them,  they 
tton  and  respiration— the  system  of  veins  and  are  more  in  number  than  the  sand.''  This  body, 
arteries— the  articulation  of  the  bones— the  struc-  however,  wonderful  as  its  structure  is,  is  liable 
tare  and  couree  of  the  lymphatics — the  ramifica-  to  decay,  and  must  soon  be  dissolved  in  the  grave, 
tions  of  the  nerves— the  circulation  of  the  blood  But  we  are  assured  that  a  period  is  approMhing, 
—the  wonderful  changes,  dissolutions  and  com-  when,  "  all  that  are  in  their  graves  shall  bear  the 
binations  continually  going  on — ^ihe  chyroical  ap-  voice  of  the  Son  of  Ghxij  and  shall  come  forth ;" 
paratus  adapted  for  effecting  these  purposes—  when  this  mortal  frame  "shall  put  on  tMimortof* 
the  organs  of  sense  by  which  an  intercourse  ia  i^i"  and  when  that  which  was  sown  in  comip- 
maintained  with  the  external  world— or,  the  bar-  tion  **  shall  be  raised  in  ghry**  If  the  human 
monioas  correspondence  of  all  its  parts  and  body,  even  in  its  present  stato  of  degradation,  ex- 
functions  with  the  agencies  of  the  surrounding  cited  the  pious  admiration  of  the  Psalmist,  mitch 
elements.  From  the  researches  of  physiologists  mora  will  it  appear  worthy  of  our  highest  admi- 
we  learn,  that  there  are  in  the  human  body,  two  ration,  when  it  emei^s  from  darkness  and  cor> 
hundred  and  forty-fire  bones  variously  articu-  ruption  to  participate  in  the  glories  of  an  n^ 
lated,  each  of  them  having  above  forty  distinct  mortat  life.  Its  faculties  will  then  be  invigorated, 
scopes  or  intentions ;  and  four  hundred  and  forty-  its  tendency  to  dissohition  destroyed,  every  prio« 
six  muscles  or  various  figures-  and  magnitudes,  ciple  of  disease  annihilated,  and  every  thing  that 
« connected  with  the  bones,  for  producing  the  nti-  is  loathsome  and  deformed  for  ever  prevented^ 
merous  movements  of  the  animal  frame— that  Being  <*  fitshioned  like  tmto  Christ's  glorioui 
more  thsn  a  hundred  of  these  muscles  are  em-  body,"  its  beauty  will  be  exqubito,  its  s^wmetty 
ployed  eveiy  time  we  breathe— that  thera  are  peifoct,  ite  aspea  bright  and  refolgent,  and  M 
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■Mitioofvi^mwiuidnimblak  Its  sensitive  organi  of  the  world.  At  present  «re  can  contemplate 
will  tM  re&oed  and  improved,  and  the  sphere  of  only  a  few  scattered  Gragments  of  the  history  of 
their  operation  extended.  Its  auditory  organs  '  mankind.  Of  the  history  of  soiab  nations  we 
will  be  tuned  to  receive  the  most  delightful  sen-  are  altogether  ignorant ;  and  of  the  history  of 
sations  from  the  harmonies  of  celestiat  music,  others  we  have  only  a  few  unconnected  details, 
and  its  visual  powers  rendered  capable  of  per*  blended  with  fabnloos  narrations  and  eztrava^ 
ceiving  the  minutest  objects,  end  penetrating  into  gant  fictions.  Of  no  nation  whatever  have  we 
the  roost  distant  regions.  New  senses  and  facul-  an  entire  history  composed  of  .authentic  mate- 
ties  of  perception,  and  new  powers  of  motioni  rials ;  and  consequently,  we  perceive  only  some 
fitled  to  transport  it  with  rapidity  from  one  por-  broken  and  detached  links  in  the  chain  of  the 
tion  of  space  to  another,  will,  in  all  probability,  divine  dispensations,  and  are  unable  to  survey 
be  superadded  to  the  powers  with  which  it  is  the  whole  of  God*s  procedure  towards  our  race, 
now  invested.  And,  surely,  the  contrivances  and  in  one  unbroken-  series,  from  the  creation  to  the 
adaptations  which  must  enter  into  the  structure  present  time.  We  know  nothing  decisively  re* 
of  such  an  organical  fiume,  cannot  be  less  curi-  specting  the  period  during  whidi  man  remained 
ous  and  exquisite,  nor  display  less  wisdom  and  in  a  slate  of  innocence,  nor  of  the  particular 
intelligence  than  those  which  we  now  perceive  transactions  and  events  that  happened  previous 
in  our  mortal  bodies.  On  the  oontFary,  we  roust  to  his  fall.  And  how  little  do  we  know  of  tin 
necessarily  suppose  thousands  of  the  most  deli-  state  of  mankind,  of  the  events  which  befell 
eate  contrivances  and  compensations,  different  them,  and  of  the  civil  and  religious  arrangements 
from  every  thing  we  can  now  conceive,  to  be  ee-  which  existed,  during  the  period  of  sixteen 
sentially  requisite  in  the  construction  of  an  Ofw  hundred  years  which  intervened  between  the 
ganized  body  intended  for  perpetual  activity,  and  creation  and  the  deluge,  though  the  worki  was 
destined  to  an  immortal  duration.^To  inves-  then  more  fertile  and  populous  than  it  has  ever 
tigate  and  to  contemplate  the  contrivances  of  since  been?  How  little  do  we  know  of  the 
divine  wisdom,  by  which  the  elements  of  disease  state  of  mankind  immediately  previous  to  the 
and  disath  are  for  ever  prevented  from  entering  flood,  of  the  scenes  of  consternation  and  terror 
into  this  renovated  frame,  and  by  which  it  will  whicli  must  have  been  displayed  over  all  tho 
be  preserved  in  undecaying  youth  and  vigour  earth,  when  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were 
throughout  the  lapse  of  innumerable  ages,  we  broken  up,  and  the  cataracts  of  heaven  opened, 
must  necessarily  conclude,  will  form  a  part  of  and  of  the  dreadful  concussion  of  the  elements  of 
the  studies  of  renovated  man  in  the  future  world ;  nature,  when  the  solid  strata  of  the  earth  were 
-—nor  can.  we  help  thinking,  that  the  knowledge  rent  asunder,  when  the  foundations  c^  the  moun- 
of  the  wonders  of  the  human  frame  we  now  tains  were  overturned,  and  the  whole  surface  of 
acquire,  may  be  a  preparatory  qualification,  for  the  globe  transformed  into  one  boundless  ocean  ? 
enabling  us  to  form  an  enlightened  and  com-  How  little  do  we  know  of  the  circunisti>oeea 
prehensive  conception  of  the  powers,  qualities^  which  attended  the  gradual  rise  of  idolatry,  and 
and  peculiar  organization,  of  the  bodies  of  tho  of  the  origin  of  the  great  empires  into  which  tho 
saints  aflar  the  period  of  the  resurrection.  world  has  been  divided  ?    How  little  do  we  know 

even  ot  the  history  of  the  Jewish  nation,  posterior 

HXtTOBT.  ^  ^®  period  of  the  Babylonish  captivity? 

Whither  were  the  ten  tribes  of  Israel  scattered 

Another  branch  of  study  in  which  the  saints  among  the  nations,  |rhat  events  have  befallen 

in  heaven  will  engage,  is  Riakrry,     History  them,  and  in  what  counu-ies  are  they  now  to  be 

contains  a  record  of  j)ast  facts  and  events ;  and  found  ?    Of  the  history  of  all  the  nations  in  the 

makes  us  aoquaintea  with  transactions  which  world  (the  Jews  only  excepted)  from  ihe  time  of 

happened  hundreds  or  thousands  of  years  before  the  deluge  to  the  days  of  Hesekiah,  a  period  of 

we  were  brought  into  existence.    When  viewed  nearly  two  thousand  years,  we  remain  in  pro« 

in  its  proper  light,  it  may  be  considered  as  no-  found  ignorance.    And  yet,  during  that  long 

thing  dse  than  a  detail  of  the  operations  of  period,  God  had  not  forsaken  the  earth ;  his  dis- 

Divine  Providence  in  relation  to  the  moral  in-  pensations  towards  his  rational  oflTspring  wero 

tellij^enoes  of  this  worU.    It  illustrates  the  cha-  still  going  forward,  empires  were  rising  and  de- 

racier  of  the  human  race,  and  the  deep  and  dining,  one  generation  passing  away,  and  another 

nuiversal  depravity  in  which  they  are  involved ;  generation  coming,  and  thousands  of  millions  of 

and  displays  the  rectitude  of  the  character  of  mankind  ushered  uto  the  eternal  world. — Thoso 

God,  and  the  equity  of  his  moral  administrft*  chasms  in  the  history  of  mankind,  which  hide 

tion.  from  our  view  the  greater  portion  of  Gk>d's  moral 

History,  therefore,  will  fbrm  a  prominent  ob-  dispensations,  wiH,  doubtless,  be  filled  up  in  the 

ject  of  study  among  the  celestial  inhabitants,  as  eternal  state,  so  that  we  shall  be  enabled  to  fake 

fivnishing  those  materials  which  wiQ  illustrate  a  full  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  whole  of  tfw 

the  ways  of  Providence  and  display  the  wisdom  divine  procedure,  in  all  its  oonnectioiia  nrf 

iml  rw^toousnesff  of  Jehovah  in  his  gorenuneDt  bearingi  towarda  every  aatioo  opoo  earth 
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Bat  the  history  of  man  is  not  the  ooly  topic  in     male  connexion  with  each  otlier ;  so  that  aa  at- 
this  department  of  knowledgei  that  will  occupy    quaintance  with  one  ^efmrtment  of  knowledge  is 
the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  c^  heaven.    The     essentially  requisite  to  a  clear  and  comprehen- 
history  of  on^cb— of  their  faculties,  intercourses,     sive  view  of  another.     Astronomy  tuppoeet  a 
and  employments— of  their  modes  of  communi-     knowledge  of  arithmetic,  geometry,  trtgonom»- 
cation  with  each  other— of  their  different  embas-     try,  conic  sections,  and  other  parts  of  roathema- 
ties  to  distant  worlds— of  the  transactions  which     tics ;  experimental  philosophy  supposes  a  previout 
have  taken  place  in  their  society — and  of  the    acquaintance  with  natural  history  and  physiology, 
revolutions  through  which  they  may  have  passed     and  is  intimately  connected  with  chymistry,  mi- 
— >die  history  of  €tpo9taU  angels — the  cause  (^    neralogy  and  botany ;  and  anatomy  and  physidogy 
their  fall  and  the  circumstances  with  which  it     suppose  a  knowledge  of  the  leading  principles 
was  attended— 'the  plans  tliey  have  been  pursuing     of  hydrostatics,  pneumatics,  and  optics.    The 
since  that  period,    and    the  means  by   which     principles  of  one  science  run  into  another,  and 
they  have  endeavoured  to  accomplish   their  in-     reflect  a  mutual  lustre  on  each  other,  so  that  all 
iemal  devices— vrill  doubtless  form  a  portion  of    the   sciences,    when  properly    conducted,    and 
the  history  of  divine  dispensations^  which  **  the     viewed  in  their  triie  light,  have  but  one  object  in 
■aints  in  light  *'  will  bo  permitted  to  contemplate,     view,  namely,  to  ascertain  the  facts  existing  in 
Over  this  part  of  the  divine  economy  a  veil  of    the  universe,  their  connexions  and  relations,  tha 
darimess  is  spread,  which,  we  have  reason  to'    laws  by  whidk  they  are  governed,  and  the  ilhia- 
believe,  will  be  withdrawn,  when  that  which  is     traltons  they  afford  of  the  power,  wisdom  and 
perfect  is  come,  and,  **  when  we  sliall  know  even     benevolence  of  the  Creator, 
as  also  we  are  known."— It  is  also  probable,  that 

the  leading  facts  in  relation  to  the  history  of  other        In  order  to  elucidate  this  topic  a  little  fiuther, 
workis  will  be  disclosed  to  their  view.    The  liis-     the  following  brief  remarks  may  be  stated.— It  is 
tory  of  the  different  planets  in  the  solar  system,     admitted,  by  every  believer  in  Revelation,*  that, 
and  of  those^  which  are  connected  with  other    at  the  close  of  the  present  arrangements  respect* 
aystems  in  the  universe— the  periods  of  their     ing  our  world,  *'  All  that  are  in  their  graves  sfaaD 
creation,  the  character  of  their  inhabitants,  the     be  raised  to  life  *,"  and  that,  however  diflereot 
changes  through  which  they  have  passed,  the  pe-     the  constitution  of  these  new-modelled  bodies 
cutiar  dispensations  of  Providence  towards  them,     may  be  from  their  present  state  of  organization, 
and  many  other  particulars,  maybe  gradually     they  wilt  still  be  maferiof  vehicles,  furnished  with 
li^id  open  to  the  '*  redeemed  from  among  men,"     organs  of  sensation  as  the  medium  of  perception 
lor  enlarging  their  views  of  the  divine  govern-     to  the  immaterial  spirit.    In  v^hat  manner  the 
nent.     By  means 'of  such  cooununications  they    disembodied  spirit  views  material  objeolsand  re- 
will  acquire  a  clearer  and  more  distinct  <»n-    lations,  and  applies  the  knowledge  of  them  which 
ception  of  the  moral  character  and  attributes  of    it  acquired  while  united  to  an  organical  structure, 
God,  of  the  rectitude  of  his  administrations,  and     we  can  have  no  conception  whatever,  till  we  be 
of  "his  manifold  wisdom  "in  the  various  modes     actually  ushered  into  the  separate  state;  and 
by  which  he  governs  the  different  provinces  of    therefore,  the  observalkns  already   made,  or 
his  vast  empire.     Under  the  impressions  which    which  may  yet  be  thrown  out  on  this  subject,  are 
such  views  will  produce,  they  will  rejoice  in  the     not  intended  to  apply  to  the  intermediate  slata 
divine  government,  and  join  with  rapture  in  the     of  the  spirits  of  good  men.    That  state,  wfaat- 
aong  of  Moses,  the  servant  of  God,  and  the  song     ever  may  be  the  modua  of  perception  and  enjoy- 
of  the  liamb,  saying,  "Great  and  marvellous     roent  in  it,  is  a  state  of  imperfection,  and,  in 
are  thy  works,  Lord  God  Ahnighty !   Jutt  and    some  respects,  an  unnttturtd  state,  if  we  suppose 
true  on  thy  way;  thou  King  rf  sointe  t"  that  the  spirit  is  not  oonnecfed  with  any  material 

vehicle. — ^Now,  if  it  be  admitted,  that  the  apirita 
Thus  I  have  briefly  stated,  in  the  preceding  of  the  just,  at  the  general  resurrection,  are  to  be 
pages,  some  of  those  branches  of  science  which  reunited  to  matericd  organical  stnictnres,  it  roust 
wiU  be  recognised  by  the,  righteous  in  a  future  also  be  admitt^,  that  those  stractures  must  hare 
state.  Several  other  departments  of  scienuffc  some  material  subutratum  on  which  to  rest,  or, 
knowledge  might  have  been  specifled ;  but  my  in  other  words,  a  material  world  or  habitation  ni 
intention  simply  was,  to  present  to  the  view  o(  which  they  may  reside.  This  last  position  is 
the  reader,  a  few  specimens  as  illustrations  of  my  also  as  evident,  from  the  declarations  of  Scrip- 
general  position,  "  that  science  must  be  consi-  ture,  as  the  first.  For,  while  we  are  inftHrmed 
dared  as  having  a  relation  to  a  future  world."  If  that  the  elementaiy  parts  of  our  globe  shall  be 
It  be  admitted  that  any  one  science  will  be  cul-  dissolved,  we  are  at  the  same  time  assured,  that 
tivated  in  heaven,  it  will  follow,  that  the  greater  "new  hetmenM  and  a  new  earth^  shaH  be  pr6> 
part  if  not  the  whole,  of  those  sciences  which  pared,  "  wherein  the  righteous  shall  dwell  p— 
\  fing  to  light  the  treasures  of  useflil  knowledge,  that  is,  a  world  purified  from  physical  and  miani 
wfflUkewiw  be  prosecuted  by  «iperior  intelU-       .^  ^  ^  ^^^  8we4«»b«i  fMj  «» 

fmeei.    ForalltheusffQlscwocasbaveaQuiU-    cQitad. 
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•ffl,  tad  fitted  to  the  leoofBtsd  fiwultiai  of  the  fi^pire^which  appean  to  be  the  gonerel  from  of 

fedeemed,  will  be  prepared  in  some  part  of  the  all  the  great  bodiea  io  the  uaiTerse  with  which 

■DtTerae,  for  the  residence  of  the  just.  we  are  acquainted— there  would  then  exfst  eer> 

In  reference  to  the  IcoaSljft  and  the  cireum-  tain  properties  and  relations  between  cirdee  cm- 
ttanoesofour  future  destination » there  appear  to  be  ting  each  other  at  ri|^t  angleSj  or  in  any  other 
only  four  or  five  suppositions  that  can  be  formed,  .direction ;  or,  in  other  wonls,  between  an  eqtia- 
Cither,  1.  The  world  we  now  inhabit  will  be  tor  and  poles,  parallels  and  meridians,  Ifcc  as  at 
aew*modelied,  after  the  general  conflagration,  present.  The  direction  of  ita  motion,  the  iaeli* 
and  furnished  as  a  proper  place  of  residence  for  nation  of  its  axis,  the  component  piuls  of  ita 
its  renovated  inhabitants ;— or,  2.  Some  of  the  surface  and  atmas|]Jiere,  and  other  ciroumstancei^ 
globes  now  existing  in  other  regions  of  space,  to  might  be  changed,  which  would  produce  aft 
which  the  holy  inlwbitants  of  our  world  will  be  immense  variety  of  phenomena,  different  firoHi 
transported,  may  be  allotted  as  the  more  perma-  what  now  takes  place ;  but  tlM  same  general 
Dent  habitation  of  the  just;— or,  S.  Some  new  prtnciplea  of  geography,  astronomy,  arithmetio, 
globe  or  world  will  be  immediately  created,  geometry,  chynustiy  and  mechanics,  which  apply 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  redeemed  men,  to  all  the  various  relations  of  material  objects 
and  adorned  with  scenery  fiued  to  call  forth  into  wherever  existing,  would  ^Iso  be  applicable  is 
exeqeiae  their  renovated  powers  ^— or,  4.  The  the  present  case ;  and,  consequently,  such  sci> 
redeemed  inhabitants  of  heaven  may  be  permit*  encee  woold  be  raoognised  and  euhivated,  and 
ted  to  transport  themselves  from  one  region  or  the  principles  on  which  they  are  bufli,  reasoned 
world  to  another,  and  be  furnished  with  faculties  and  acted  upon,  though  in  a  more  perfect  man- 
nod  vehicles  for  this  purpose ;— or,  5.  After  re*  ner  than  at  present,  in  this  new  world  and  new 
maining  for  a  certain  lapse  of  ages  in  that  parti-  order  of  things.  Such  sciences,  therefore,  as 
cular  world  to  which  tJiey  shall  be  introduced  flow  from  the  nataral  and  necessary  relations  ol 
immediately  aiW  the  resurrection,  they  may  be  material  objects,  and  which  tend  to  direct  us  it 
transported  to  another  region  of  the  universe,  U>  oar  oonceptieos  of  the  wisdom  and  power  of  the 
contemplate  a  new  scene  of  creating  power  and  great  Architect  of  nature,  most  be  known  and 
iotelligehce,  and  afUrwards  pass,  at  distant  in-  cultivated  in  a  future  world,  where  rational  spirits 
tervab,  through  a  successive  series  of  transports^  are  united  to  an  organieal  stnictare,  and  related 
tions,  in  order  to  obtain  mora  ample  prospects  of  to  a  material  system ;  and  consequently,  if  the 
the  riches  and  gk)ry  of  Qod*s  universal  kingdom,  elementary  and  fundamental  principles  of  sack 

In  all  these  cases,  whatever  supposition,  we  sciences  be  not  acquired  qow,  they  will  remaia 

may  adopt  as  most  probable,  the  general  kws  to  be  acquired  hereafter, 

which  now  govern  the  universe,  and  the  general  The  remarks  now  stated,  with  s  few  modilicft* 

relations  of  the  great  bodies  in  the  universe  to  tions,  will  apply  to  any  of  the  other  suppositions 

asch  other  will  remain,  on  the  whole,  unchanged ;  which  msy  be  made  in  reference  to  ^e  place  and 

unless  we  adopt  dbe  unreasonable  and  extrava*  circumstancea  of  our  future  destinstion^— >B¥s« 

gant  suppoeition^  that  the  whole  frame  of  Jeho-  although  the  relations  of  external  otgecis  and 

tab's  empire  will  be  unhinged  and  overturned,  theirvariousproperties,  in  the  future  worM,  were 

for  the  sake  of  our  world,  which,  when  compared  altogether  diflerent  from  those  which  obtain  ia 

with  the  whole  system  of  nature,  is  but  an  ui^  the  present  stale  of  things,  still,  it  wouU  be 

distinguishable  atom  amidst  the  immensity  of  useful  and  highly  gratifying  to  the  mind,  to  be 

God's  works.    With  equal  reason  might  we  sup>  enabled  to  compare  the  one  with  the  other,  and 

pose,  that  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  to  perceive  how  the  divine  wisdom  is  displayeq 

planet  which  revolves  around  the  star  Siriu$,  or  in  every  mode  and  variety  of  existence.    Ns 

the  catastrophe  which  may  have  be&llen  the  poesible  mode  of  material  existence,  however, 

planets  Ceres,  PaUas,  Juno,  and  Vesta,  must  can  be  conceived  to  exist,  to  which  some  of  tlis 

necessarily  involve  in  them  the  destruction  of  elementary  principles  of  scientific  knowledge  do 

the  terraqueous  globe.  not  apply. 

Lei  us  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the  globe  There  are,  indeed,  several  arts  and  sciences 

we  now  inhabit,  with  its  surrounding  atmosphere,  which  more  immediately  respect  die  preseM 

shall  be  cleared  from  the  physical  evils  which  world,  and  our  relations  in  it,  which  cannot  b« 

now  exist,  and  undergo  a  new  arrangement  to  supposed  to  be  subjects  of  investigation  in  a  fb- 

render  it  fit  for  being  the  abode  of  holy  intelli-  ture  state  of  happy  existenee.    The  study  of 

gsnces  in  a  future  slate.    On  this  supposition,  ItPtptagtt — whidi  forms  a  prominent  object  at 

would  not  the  gmunU  niatioti  of  thmgi  m  the  attention  with  many  of  those  who  declaim  on  the 

universe  remain  materially  the  same  as  at  pre*  vanity  ofhuman  science— the  study  of  mediciae 

seat?    The  wkle  expanse  of  the  firmament,  and  as  a  practical  art;  the  study  of  civil  and  muni* 

aO  the  orbs  it  contains,  would  present  the  same  cipal  law ;  the  study  of  politKal  economy,  hai 

general  arrangement  and  relation  to  each  other  rajdry  and  fortification ,  the  arts  of  war,  farrkiy, 

which  they  now  do.    Supposing  this  neif-mo-  ftlconry,  hnntfaig  snd  fishing;  the  arts  of  the 

dstted  worid  to  bo  of  a  spherical  or  sphsroidsl  msmifiicturef,  dothisr,  dyer,  &c.->in  short,  si 
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Iboie  wria  and  icieocM  which  have  their  (bonda-  matic«}  philoaophj  and  la^,  with  nniyerail  cp- 
lion  in  the  noral  depravity  of  our  nature,  wili,  of  plause.  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  Tentured  to 
ooune,  paM  away,  as  exercises  which  were  pe-  form  literary  plana  which  required  an  amazinc 
euliar  to  the  deranged  state  of  our  terrestrial  extent  of  knowledge ;  and  he  executed  them  in 
habitati<Mi,  and  the  degraded  oondiii<»i  of  its  5uch  perfection,  (hat  the  literary  world  was  struck 
inhabitants ;  and  whicb,  therefore,  can  have  no  with  astonishment.  At  this  early  age  lie  pub- 
place  in  a  scene  of  moral  perfection.  But  the  liahed  an  edition  of  Martianut  CufdUiy  and 
principles  of  the  mathematics,  and  the  axlonas  acquitted  himself  of  the  task  in  a  manner  which 
on  which  they  are  built,  the  truths  of  natural  would  have  done  honour  to  the  greatest  scholars 
philosophy,  astronomy,  geography,  mechanics,  of  the  age.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered 
and  similar  sciences,  will  be  recognised,  and  on  the  prcfeasioo  of  an  adfocate,  and  pleaded 
fcrm  the  basis  of  reasoning  and  of  action,  so  his  first  cause  at  Deif,  with  the  greatest  repute- 
long  as  we  are  sentient  beings,  and  have  a  rela-  tion,  having  previously  made  an  extraordinary 
tion  to  the  material  system  of  the  universe.  Ma>  progress  in  the  knowledge  of  the  sciences. — 
ny  truths,  indeed,  which  now  require  much  study,  The  ^dinira6fe  Crichtonf  who  received  bis  edu- 
and  kmg  and  intricate  trains  of  reasoning  before  cation  at  Perth  and  St.  Andrews,  by  the  time 
they  can  be  acquired,  may  be  perceived  by  sim-  be  had  reached  his  twentieth  year,  was  master  of 
pie  intuition,  or,  at  least,  be  more  easily  and  ten  languages,  and  had  gone  through  the  whole 
rapidly  apprehended  than  at  present  If  a  genius  circle  of  the  sciences  as  they  were  then  uader- 
fike  that  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  could  perceive  at  stood.  At  Paris  he  one  day  engaged  in  a  dis- 
a  glance,  the  truth  of  Euclid's  propositions  in  putation,  which  lasted  nine  hours,  in  the  presence 
geometry,  without  attending  to  every  part  of  the  of  three  thousand  auditors,  against  four  doctors  of 
process  requisite  for  ordinary  minds,  we  may  the  church  and  fifty  masters,  on  every  subject 
reasonably  conclude,  that,  in  a  world  where  the  they  could  propose,  and  having  silenced  all  his  an- 
physical  and  moral  obstructions  to  intellectual  tagooists,  he  came  ofi*amidst  die  kiudest  aodama- 
energy  are  removed,  every  science,  and  every  tions,  though  he  had  spent  no  time  in  previous 
relation  subnsting  among  corporeal  and  intelleo  preparation  for  the  contest. — Chutmdi,  a  cele- 
tiia!  beings,  will  be  more  clearly,  rapidly,  and  brated  philosopher  of  France,  at  the  age  of  four, 
eomprehensively  perceived  and  understood.  declaimed  little  sermons  of  bis  own  composi- 
Many  striking  instances  have  oocasionly  oo-  tion  *,  at  the  age  of  seven,  spent  whole  nights iu 
curred,  of  the  capacity  and  vigour  of  the  human  observing  the  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  </ 
mind,  even  amidst  the  obscurities,  and  the  ob-  whiph  he  acquired  a  considerable  knowledge 
structions  to  mental  activity  which  exist  in  the  at  sixteen,  he  was  appointed  professcMr  of  ihe- 
present  state  of  things.  The  illustrious  Pateal,  toric  at  Digne,  and  at  the  age  of  ntnete«^  h» 
00  less  celebrated  for  his  pie^  than  for  his  Intel-  was  elected  professor  of  phfloaophy  in  the  uai- 
lectiaU  lequiremeats,  when  under  the  age  of  versityof  Aix.  His  vast  knowledge  of  phikioopby 
twelve  years,  and  while  immersed  in  the  study  and  mathematics  was  ornamented  by  a  sincere 
of  languages,  without  books,  and  without  an  in-  attachment  to  the  Christian  religion,  and  a  life 
structor,  discovered  and  demonstrated  most  of  formed  upon  its  principles  and  precepts.— /sr»> 
the  propositions  in  the  first  book  of  Euclkl,  be-  miah  Hcrroitf  a  name  celebrated  ijH^e  anaab 
fore  he  knew  that  such  a  book  was  in  exist-  of  aslsooomy,  before  he  attainedlK  age  of 
ence— to  the  astonishment  of  every  mathemati-  seventeen,  had  acquired,  solely  by  his  own  indue-' 
cian ;  so  that,  at.  that  early  age,  he  was  an  in-  try,  and  the  help  of  a  few  Latin  authors,  a  most 
venter  of  geometrical  science.  He  afterwards  extensive  and  accurate  knowledge  of  astronomy, 
made  some  experiments  and  discoveries  on  the  and  of  the  branches  of  mathematical  learning 
nature  of  sound,  and  on  the  weight  of  the  air,  connected  with  it.  He  composed  astronomical 
and  demonstrated  the  pressure  of  the  atmoe-  tables  for  himself,  and  corrected  the  errors  of  the 
phere :  and,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  compoeed  a  most  celebrated  astronomers  of  his  time.  He 
ttwatise  00  Conio  StcthnM,  which  in  the  judg-  cakuilated  a  transit  of  the  planet  Venus  aeroas 
ment  of  men  of  the  greateet  abilities,  was  viewed  the  sun*s  disk,  and  was  the  first  of  mortals  who 
as  an  astonishing  effort  of  the  human  mind.  At  beheld  this  singular  phenomenon,  whidi  is  now 
nineteen  years  of  age,  he  invented  an  arithrae-  considered  of  so  much  importance  in  astrononi- 
tical  machine  by  whidi  calculations  aro  made,  cal  science.  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  the  fome  of 
not  only  without  the  help  of  a  peui  but  even  with-  whose  genius  has  extended  over  the  whole  cl- 
out a  person's  knowing  a  single  nile  in  aritbme-  vilixed  world,  made  his  great  discoveries  in  geo- 
tic',  and  by  the  age  of  twenty-four,  ho  had  metry  and  fluxions,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
acquired  a  proficiency  in  ahnost  every  branch  two  celebrated  works,  his  "  J^inefpioP*  and  "  O^ 
of  human  knowledge,  when  his  mind  became  lies,'*  by  the  time  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  ago; 
entirely  absorbed  in  the  exercises  of  reiigton.—  and  yet  these  works  contain  so  many  abstract 
The  celebrated  Qmhttf  at  the  age  of  thirteen^  profound  and  sublime  truths,  that  only  the  lint  ratp 
•aly  a  year  after  his  arrival  at  the  cmiversity  of  mathematicians  aro  qualified  to  understand  aad 
Lcyden,  maintained  puUks  theses  in  madio-  appreciate  Ifaon.    Inleaiaing  mathemalSflBthia 
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JU  not  ttoily  tiie  ftometrj  of  Euclid,  who  leem-  al  dispeniatioiui  in  refereoconot  only  to  the  hiuinnn 

«<1  to  him  too  ptain  and  aimplei  and  unworthy  of  race,  but  to  the  inhabitant!  of  nameroui  world* 
taking  up  hia  time.    He  understood  him  ahmmt 

before  be  read  him ;  and  a  cast  of  his  eye  upon  I  shall  conclude  this  part  of  my  subject  with 
the  contents  of  his  theorems,  was  sufficient  to  an  observation  or  two,  which  may  tend  to  iUue* 
make  him  master  of  their  deraonstrations.**^  trate  and  corroborate  the  preceding  remarks. 
Amidst  all  the  sublime  investigations  of  phy-  In  the  first  place,  it  may  be  remarked,  that 
sical  and  oaathematical  science  in  which  he  en-  our  ^nowkidge  in  the  future  world,  will  not  be 
gaged,  and  amidst  the  varie^  of  books  he  had  diminished,  but  increased  to  an  indefinite  extent, 
conetaaily  before  him,  the  BMe  was  that  which  This  is  expressly  declared  in  the  Sacred  Records, 
he  studied  with  the  greatest  application ;  and  *<  Now  we  see  through  a  glass  darkly,  but  then 
his  meekness  and  modm^  were  no  less  admini-  face  to  face.  Now  we  know  in  part,  but  then 
hie  than  the  variety  and  extent  of  his  intellectual  shall  we  know,  even  as  abo  we  are  known,"  1 
acquirements.—/.  PhUq^  Barrader,  who  died  Cor.  xiii.  12.  This  passage  intimates,  not  only 
at  Halle  in  1740,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  that  our  knowledge  in  a  future  state  shall  faie 
age,  was  endowed  with  extraordinary  powers  of  enlarged,  but  that  it  shall  bo  increased  to  an 
memory  and  comprehension  of  mind.  At  the  extent  to  which  we  can,  at  present,  affix  no  limits, 
age  of  five,  he  understood  th^  Greek,  Latin,  And  if  our  intellectual  views  dwU  be  immensely 
German  and  French  languages ;  at  the  age  ofjp  expanded  in  the  realms  of  light,  we  may  rest  aa- 
nine  he  could  translate  any  part  of  the  Hebrew  sured  that  all  those  branches  of  useful  science 
Soriptures  into  Latin,  and  eonki  repeat  the  which  assist  us  in  exploring  the  operations  of  the 
whole  Hebrew  Psalter  ;  and  before  he  had  oouh^  Almighty,  will  not  only  be  cultivated,  but  carried 
pleted  his  tenth  year,  he  drew  up  a  Hebrew  lexi«  to  their  highest  pitch  of  peHection.  For  the 
con  of  uncommon  and  difficult  words,  to  whtdi  he  Acuities  we  now  possess  will  not  only  remain 
addet^  many  curious  critical  remarks.  In  his  in  action,  but  wiD  be  strengthened  and  invigora- 
thirteenth  year  he  published,  in  two  volumes  oo-  ted ;  and  the  range  dC  objects  on  which  they  will 
tavo,  a  transkition  from  the  Hebrew  of  Rabbi  be  employed  will  be  indefmitely  extended.  To 
Benjamin's  "  Travels  in  Europe,  Asia  and  AU  suppose  otherwise,  would  be  to  suppose  man  to 
rica,"  with  historical  and  critical  notes  and  di»>  be  deprived  of  his  intellectual  powers,  and  d 
sertations ;  the  whole  of  which  he  completed  in '  the  faculty  of  reasoning,  as  soon  as  he  entered 
lour  months.  In  the  midst  of  these  studies,  he  the  confines  of  the  eternal  world.*  When  we 
prosecuted  philosophical  and  mathematical  pur-  enter  that  world  we  carry  with  us  the  moral  and 
auits,  and  in  his  fourteenth  year  invented  a  me>  intellectual  fiusuUies,  of  which  we  are  now  oon- 
thod  of  discovering  the  longitude  at  sea,  whidi  ex*  soious,  and,  along  with  them,  all  those  ideas  and 
bibited  the  strongest  marks  of  superior  abilities,  all  that  kiiowledge  which  we  acquired  in  the 
In  one  winter  he  read  twenty  great  folios,  with  present  state.  To  imagine  that  our  present  hf 
all  the  attention  of  a  Tast  comprehensive  mind,  culties  will  be  «steniial^  changed,  and  the  ideas 
Such  rapid  progress  in  inteUectual  acquire-  we  have  hitherto  acquired  totally  kwt,  wouUI  be 
menu  strikingly  evinces  the  vigour  and  compre-  nearly  the  same  as  to  suppose  that,  on  entering 
nension  of  the  human  faculties;  and  if  such  the  invisible  state,  men  will  be  transformed  into 
varied  and  extensive  acquisitions  in  knowledge  a  new  order  of  beings,  or  be  altogether  annih»> 
can  be  attained,  even  amidst  the  frailties  and  lated.  And,  if  our  present  knowledge  shall  not 
physical  impediments  of  this  mortal  state,  it  is  be  destroyed  at  death,  it  must  form  the  ground- 
easy  to  conceive,  with  what  energy  and  rapidity  work  of  all  the  future  improvements  we  may 
the  mosisubliine  investigations  may  be  prosecu*  midie,tuid  of  all  the  discoveries  that  may  be  u»> 
ted  in  the  future  world,  when  the  spirit  is  con-  ii^ed  to  our  view  in  the  eternal  stale, 
aected  with  an  incorruptible  body,  fitted  to  ac-  Again,  the  superior  intellectual  riews  whidi 
company  it  in  all  its  movements ;  and  when  every  some  individuals  shall  possess  beyond  others, 
moral  obstruction  which  now  impedes  its  activity  will  constitute  the  principal  distinction  between 
shall  be  completely  removed.  The  flights  of  the  redeemed  men  in  the  heavenly  state.  The  prin- 
lofUest  genius  that  ever  appeared  on  earth,  when  cipal  preparation  f(H-  heaven  will  consist  in  r^ 
compared  with  the  rapid  movements  and  com-  newed  dispositions  of  mindt— in  the  full  exercise 
prehensive  views  of  the  heavenly  inhabitants,  .  ^  ^  ^^j^^  ^„^,^  ^^j,^  ^  ^^  ptmlnt 
may  be  no  more  than  as  the  flutterings  of  a  mi-  hig  gtudles.  bis  wife  being  In  the  room,  was  mddenl/ 
ertjsoopic  insect,  to  the  sublime  flights  of  the  lnteiTOUt«ibyhfrasianiWm»<rie8tton,wMchhas 
.^.^.r^.u  wk^^..^^.^  ..wk^.M.  .>wi  not  always  been  so  BsaBTactorlhr  answered— "John 
soaring  eagle.  When  endowed  with  new  ant  Evans,  do  you  think  we  shall  be  known  to  each  other 
▼igorous  senses,  and  full  scope  is  aflRirded  for  ex-  in  heaven  r*   Without  hesitation  he  replied^'*  To  be 

Ue«,  they  may  be  enabled  to  trace  out  the  hidden  ,hat  our  knowledge  In  heaven  wlU  he  fnereaMd,  and 

sprinflsofnatore's  operations,  to  pursue  the  cowses  tiot  diminished  i  or,  In  other  words,  that  we  shall 

-*•  tkl  Ummitm,Awf  iwwiUa  in  tkm\w  w-^smt  Aimfnt  »nA  noibo  "gToater  fbols  there  than  we  are  here,**  he 

ot  the  heavenly  bodies,  m  their  most  distant  and  wui  beat  no  loss  to  appreciate  all  that  I  have  blll»e»w 

■amd  career,  and  to  survey  the  whole  oham  of  mor^  to  slated  on  tUasnt^jaei. 
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d  .mu  to  God,  and  love  to  aii  Mioordtoate  bolj  *vo  luppote,  for  a  moDMiit,  that  an  1giionat|iro> 

iotalligencei,  and  in  all  the  diversified  ramifica^  fligate,  who  has  been  brought  to  repentaiieei, 

tiooi  of  action  into  which  these  grand  principles  and  to  "  the  knowledge  oT  the  truth,**  only  a  fevi 

necoisarily  divergoi.  When  arrived  at  that  happy  hours  before  his  entrance  into  the  world  of  spi- 

world  the  saints  will  feel  themselves  to  be  all  rils,  shall,  at  the  moment  he  has  arrived  in  the 

equal, — ^as  they  were  once  <*  children  of  disobe-  world  of  btissi  acquire  those  enlarged  conoep- 

dience  even  as  others,"  as  they  were  all  redeemed  tions  of  divine  truth,  which  an  Owen,  a  Watts, 

*<  by  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,"  as  they  were  a  Doddridge,  or  a  Dwigfat,  attained  at  the  same 

renewed  by  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  grace,  stage  of  Jieir  existence  ?  or  that  a  Hottentot, 

—as  they  stand  jn  the  relation  of  brethren  in  who  had  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Chria- 

Christ,  and  ^Vsons  and  daughters  of  the  Lord  tianity  only  during  the  last  month  of  his  lifr, 

God  Ahnighty,"  as  ihey  are  the  companiopw  of  shall  ent«r  into  heaven  with  the  expansive  Tiews 

angels,  and  kings  and  priests  to  the  God  and  of  a  Newton  or  a  Boyle9    Such  a  supposition 

Father  of  all.    Without  the  exercise  of  holy  dis-  would  involve  a  reflection  on  the  uiisdom  of  the 

positions,  heaven  couU  not  exist,  although  its  divine  administration,  and  would  lead  us  to  eon- 

inhabitants  had  reached  the  highest  pitch  of  in-  dude,  that  all  the  labour  bestowed  by  the  illns- 

tellectual  improvement  }-Mind  aD  who  shall  nlti-  tiious  characters  now  alluded  to,  in  order  to  im« 

mately  be  admitted  into  that  happy  state,  will  prove  m  the  Imowledge  of  divine  subjects,  was 

feel  that  they  are  etemaOy  indebted  Ibr  the  pri-  quite  uuneeessary,  and  even  somewhat  approaeb- 

vileges  and  the  felicity  they  enjoy,  to  **  Him  that  ing  to  egregious  trifling, 

■its  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  who  was  Not  only  will  the  views  of  the  saints  in  henven 

slain,  and  redeemed  them  to  God  by  hia  blood;"  be  diflerent  in  point  of  expansion  and  extent,  but 

But,  notwithstanding,  there  will  be  a  eonsider-  their  love  to  God,  and  the  virtues  and  graoea 

able  difference,  at  least  in  the  first  instance,  in  which  flow  fiwn  this  principle,  will  be  diminished 

regard  to  the  taipanmou  of  Mr  iwieffsflftwf  mem.  or  uicreased,  or,  at  least,  somewhat  modified  by 

In  this  point  of  view,  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  the  narrowness  or  expansion  of  their  intellectual 

that  they  can  be  all  equal.    Suppose  a  Negro  views.    If  it  be  admitted,  that  the  more  we 

riave,  who  had  been  recently  oonvertsd  to  Chris-  know  of  Grod  the  more  ardently  shall  we  love 

tianity,  and  a  profound  Christian  philosopher,  to  him, — ^it  will  fuUow,  that,  in  proportion  an  we 

enter  Uie  eternal  worid  at  the  same  tUne,  is  it  acquire  a  eomprehensive  and  eidightened  view 

reasonable  to  believe,  that  there  would  be  no  di&  of  the  operations  of  God  in  the  worlts  of  creation, 

frrenoe  in  the  amplitude  of  their  intellectual  in  the  scheme  of  providenoe,  and  in  the  plan  of 

views?    They  WouU  both  feel  themselves  deli^  redemption,  in  a  similar  proportion  wiU  our  love 

vered  from  sin  and  sorrow,  they  would  he  filled  «nd  adoration  of  his  excellencies  be  ardent  and 

with  admiration  and  wonder  at  the  new  scenes  expansive.    In  this  point  of  view,  **  the  saints 

which  opened  to  their  view,  and  would  be  in-  in  li^"  will  make  improvement  in  holiness 

ppired  with  the  most  lively  emotiona  of  humility  throughout  all  the  ages  of  etsmity,  though,  at 

and  reverence ;  but  if  each  of  them  carried  along  every  stage  of  their  existence,  they  will  eiQoy 

with  him  that  portion  of  knowledge  which  be  pure  and  nnmingledblin.  Every  science  they  onl* 

acquired  in  the  present  life,  there  behoved  to  be  tivate,  and  every  stage  to  iprhidi  they  advance  in 

a  oonsideraUe  difference  in  the  comprohension  intdleetual  improvement,  will  enable  them  to  die* 

of  their  views  and  the  range  of  their  intellectual  eover  new  gkMries  in  the  divine  character,  #faich 

faculties ;  unless   we  suppose  that  a  change  wiH  raise  their  affections  to  God  still  hi^ber, 

amounting  to  a  miracle  was  effected  in  the  mind  and  render  their  conformity  to  his  moral  image 

of  the  Negro,  whose  mental  views  were  pre-  more  complete. 

viousty    circumscribed  within  the   narrowest  It  has  frequently  been  a  subject  of  discnssion 

limits.    And,  to  suppose  such  a  miracle  wrought  among  theologians,  .**  Whether  there  shall  bn 

in  every  individual  case,  would  not  only  be  eon-  degrees  of  glory  in  heaven.**    This  queatioa 

trary  to  every  thing  we  know  of  the  general  plan  may  be  easily  settled,  if  there  be  any  weight  is 

of  the  divine  procedure,   but  would  destroy  >  the  remarks  and  considerations  now  stated.    In 

almost  every  motive  that  should  now  induce  us  so  fer  as  there  is  a  difierenoe  in  the  vigour  and 

ii»  make  progress  "  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Loid  expansion  of  the  intellectual  powers,  and  in  the 

and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,"  and  in  our  riews  of  amplitude  of  obje^  they  are  enabled  tnembraoe, 

the  works  and  dispensations  of  the  Almighty,  in  so  fkr  may  there  be  said  to  be  **  degrees  ef 

In  the  course  of  ages,  indeed,  the  Negro  may  glory :"  and  a  superiority,  in  this  respect,  may  ba 

equal  the  philosop^  in  the  extent  of  his  inte^  oonsidered  as  the  natural  reward  which  aoeoa»- 

leetual  acquisitions;  but,  in  the  first  instance,  panies  the  diligent  improvement  of  our  time  and 

both  Scripture*  and  reason  declare,  that  a  di^  fteulties  upon  earth,  though  audi  adiaUnetian  can 

feranee  must  exist,  unless  the  laws  which  govern  never  be  supposed  to  produce  any  dispositlQn 

the  intellectual  world  be  entirely  subverted.  Can  approaching  to  envy,  as  no  frequently  hafipms  in 

the  present  state.    On  the  oonlrary,.fcBay  ba 

latDBB.xll.1.  iCMr.rv.4i,«L  IIMtzsT.i4,fte>  aapiKMedtoprodnoaabolyeniulatiootniBpirBve 
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«ff«7  freohytto  ottltivato  wmj  bctocfa  of  calos-  only  to  which  I  refinr^— Nor  ifaoald  it  be 
tiii  foicneei  lad  to  iacreMo  in  Um  knowledgB  of  dered  as  prewinpCioB,  to  endaavour  to  Meerum 
God.  In  eorroboratioD  of  these  views,  we  are  these  general  principles  or  neoessarj  rektioos  oi 
lold  in  Scripture,  that  the  reward  bestowed  on  things.  The  Creator  evidentiy  intended  we 
those  servants  to  whom  talents  were  intniited,  should  know  them ;  since  he  has  exhibited  each 
was  in  proportion  to  the  improvMoent  they  had  an  inunenw  variety  of  his  works  before  as,  and 
■ade ;  and  that,  at  the  close  of  tine,  the  saints  has  bestowed  upon  us  &catties  adequate  to  ex- 
will  present  an  appeannce  analogous  to  that  of  plore  their  magnitude  and  arrangement,  to  in- 
Che  spangled  firmament ;  for  **  as  one  star  di^  vestigate  the  laws  which  direct  thehr  motions, 
fereth  flrom  anotlier  star  in  glory,  so  also  is  the  and  to  perceive  ti>eir  connection  and  dependency, 
resurrection  from  the  dead."  And  the  reason  of  and  some  of  the  gmad  designs  ibr  which  they 
this  difference  is  intimated  by  the  prophet  Da-  were  intended, 
niel,  *'  They  Uiat  excel  in  wisdom  shall  shine  as 

the  brightness  of  the  firmament;  and  they  that        To  every  thing  that  has  just  now  been  stated 

turn  many  to  rigfaceoasness  as  the  stars  fiv  ever  in  relation  to  the  prosecution  of  science  in  the 

and  ever.*  celestial  world,  I  am  aware  it  will  be  objected 

by  some,  that  such  knowledge,  if  it  be  requisite 

If  the  remarks  row  stated  have  any  solid  fbun-  in  a  future  state,  will  be  acquired  by  imniediata 
dation,  it  wiU  (bUow,  that  what  it  getmrally  term-  intuition,  or  communicated  in  a  dtract  manor  by 
ed  JboRon  seiaiMs,  ought  not  to  be  iodiscriminateiy  the  Creator  himself.— 'For  such  an  assuaqrtioo, 
considered  as  having  a  relation  merely  to  tlm  however,  though  frequently  reiterated,  there  is 
present  workl.  Such  an  idea  would  tend  to  no  foundation  many  passage  of  Scripture  when 
damp  oar  ardour  in  the  prosecution  of  scientific  rationally  interpreted ;  and  it  is  repugnant  to  the 
knowledge,  and  immensely  to  lessen  its  value,  clearest  dictates  of  reason.  It  is  contrary  to  eve- 
He  who  prosecutes  science  as  a  subject  of  specu-  ly  regular  mode  with  wliich  we  are  acquainted, 
latim  merely  in  reference  to  the  cont4:acted  span  by  which  rational  beings  are  conducted  to  know- 
of  human  life,  acts  from  very  mean  and  narrow  ledge  and  happiness ;  it  would  imply  a  continued 
views,  and  may  be  considered,  in  some  points  of  miracle— it  would  supersede  the  use  of  the  inteU 
view,  as  little  superior  to  the  avaricious  man  lectual  faculty— and  it  would  ultimately  detract 
^hoee  mind  is  completely  absorbed  in  the  aoqui-  from  the  felicity  of  intelligent  agentt.  For, 
sition  of  die  perishing  treasures  of  this  world,  a  great  part  of  the  happiness  of  finite  intel^ 
The  Christian  philosopher,  who  traces  the  per-  gences  arise  fivm  the  gradual  evolution  of  truth, 
fectioos  and  the  agency  of  Qod  in  every  object  in  consequence  of  the  exercise  of  their  rational 
of  his  investigation,  ought  to  consider  his  present  powers.  Were  all  our  knowledge  in  a  future 
pursuits  as  Uie  commencement  of  a  course  of  state  to  be  acquired  by  Immediate  intuition,  or 
improvement  which  will  have  no  termmatioo—  by  direct  supernatural  communications  from  the 
as  introductory  to  the  employments  and  the  Deity,  our  rational  feculties  would,  in  many 
pleasures  of  a  higher  state  of  existenco— and  as  respects,  be  bestowed  in  vain.  It  appears  to  bo 
aflTordiag  him  a  more  advantageous  outset  into  one  of  the  mam  designs  for  which  these  faculties 
that  better  world  than  happens  to  those  who  are  were  bestowed,  that  we  might  be  directed  in  the 
destitute  o^is  enlarged  vievrs.  For  the  more  prosecution  of  knowledge,  and  led  to  deduce, 
we  know  at  present  of  the  wonders  of  infinite  from  the  scenes  of  the  visible  universe,  those 
power,  wisdom,  and  goodness,  in  the  material  conclusions  which  will  gradually  expand  our  views 
works  of  the  Almighty,  it  is  obvious,  that  the  of  the  plans  and  perfections  of  its  Almighty  Aik 
belter  prepared  we  shall  be  for  more  enlarged  thor.  Adam,  when  in  a  state  of  innocence, 
conteropbtions  of  them  at  a  future  period,  and  (and  his  condition  in  that  sute,  as  a  moral  agent 
the  greater  pleasure  shall  we  feel  in  beholding  was  precisely  similar  to  the  state  of  good  men 
those  objects  and  operations,  wliicfa  ars  now  lud  in  a  fUture  world,  except  hu  liability  to  faD^ 
in  obscurity,  unveiled  to  view.  was  not  aoquamted,  in  the  first  instance,  witn 

In  throwing  out  the  preceding  reflections,  I  every  object  in  the  worid  in  which  he    was 

am  far  from  pretending  to  determine  the  partwu-  placed,  and  their  various  rwlations  to  each  other, 

lar  arrangements  which  the  Almighty  has  form-  He  could  not  know,  for  example,  the  peculiar 

ed  in  re^tion  to  our  future  destination,  or  the  scenery  of  nature  which  existsd  on  the  side  of 

particular  cirenmstanees  which  may  exist  in  the  globe  opfosite  to  that  on  which   he  was 

other  worlds.    These  things  lie  altogether  be-  placMl.    He  must  have  exercised  his  sensss.  Us 

yond  the  range  of  our  investigation,  and  must,  locomotive  feculties,  and  his  rsasoning  powsn, 

therefore,  rsmamfaiscrutable  in  our  present  state,  and  nmde  observationn  and  experimental  ro- 

Bnt  there  are  certain  genersl  principles  or  re-  searches  of  various  kinds,  before  he  became 

Utions  which  necessari^  flow  fiom  the  nature  of  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  structure,  the 

Ifcnigs,  which  must  be  cotaidered  as  faKsiudcd  order  and  beauty  of  his  terrsstrial  habitation^— 


within  any  partioular  arrancements  which  may    For  to  suppose  man,  in  any  slate,  n  msfo  pan- 
be  Ibwsd ;  and,  it  is  such  general  prindplee    aive  subject  of  intellectoal  and  extscnal  3 
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•ioni,  woqid  be,  to  redaoo  him  to  ■omething  like  lioa  oo  the  di?ine  diepeDBCtioM,  and  the 

a  mere  maebioe ;  and  would  imply  a  lubTersion  ciae  of  their  mental  powers,  it  is  unreasonable 

of  all  the  establisbed  laws  which  regulate  the  to  suppose,  (hat  man,  even  in  a  higher  sphere  of 

operations  of  matter  and  intellect  throughout  the  existence,  will  acquire  all  his  knowledge  ai  oooe, 

tmrrerse.  or  without  the  exertion  of  those  intellectual  eOf 

We  know,  likewise,  that  truth  is  gradually  ergies  with  which  bo  is  endowed, 
developed  even  to  superior  inteDigences.  The  In  short,  were  the  saints  in  heaTen  to  acquire 
manifold  wisdmn  of  Gk)d  in  reiareooe  to  the  all  their  knowledge  as  soon  as  they  entered  on 
churchy  and  the  plans  of  his  grace  in  relation  to  that  scene  of  happiness,  we  must  suppose  them 
the  Gentile  world,  were,  in  some  measure,  veiled  endowed  with  capacities,  not  only  superior  to  the 
to  the  angels,  till  the  &cts  of  the  death  and  re-  moot  exalted  seraphim,  but  even  approximating 
surrectioo  of  Christ,  and  the  preaching  and  mir-  to  the  infinite  comprehension  of  the  Deity  him- 
ades  of  the  Apoetles  were  exhibited  to  their  self.  For  the  range  of  investig^ion  presented 
view  ;*  and  hence  they  are  represented  as  **  de-  to  intelligent  beings  is  boundless,  extending  to  aB 
siring  to  k>ok  into,**  or  prying  with  avidity  into  the  objecrs  and  moral  dispensations  of  Gk>d, 
the  mysteries  of  redemption  ;  which  evidently  throughout  the  immensity  of  his  empire.  And 
implies,  the  active  exertion  of  their  powers  of  could  we  suppose  finile  minds  capaUe  of  em- 
reason  and  intelligence,  and  their  gradual  ad*  In-acing  the  whole  of  this  range  of  objects  at  one 
vancement  in  the  kunowledge  of  the  purposes  and  comprehensive  grasp,  their  mental  energy  would 
plans  of  the  Almighty.  And,  if  beings  far  su-  soon  be  destroyed,  and  their  felicity  terminate ; 
perior  to  man  in  inteUectual  capacity,  acquire  for  they  could  look  forward  to  no  fiirther  expan- 
their  lOMmledgo  in  a  groAui  manner,  by  refleo  sion  of  their  views,  imk  to  a  succession  of  a  new 

range  of  objects  and  qierations  through  all  the 

,  UL  6—n.  future  ages  of  eternity. 


PART   III. 

ON  THB  AIDS  irBIGH  THE  DSOOVERIES  OFSCEIENCE  AFFORD,  FOR  ENABLIRO  US  TO  PORS 
A  CONCEPTION  OF  THfi  PERPETUAL  IMPROTEBIENT  OF  THE  CELESTIAL  INHABITANTS  IN 
KNOVLEDQB  AND  FBUCITY. 

Oir  the  subject  of  a  future  worid,  and  the  exer-  the  mind  assumes  the  semUaace  of  a  splmdid 

eises  and  enjoyments  of  its  inhabitants,  many  chaotic  mass,  or  of  a  daxxling  but  undefined  me- 

foolish  and  inaccurate  conceptions  have  prevail-  teor.    The  term  GUoiy,  and  its  kindred  epithets, 

ed,  even  in  the  Christian  world.    We  are  as-  have  been  reiterated  a  thousand  tiroes  in  descrip- 

•ured,  that  the  foundation  of  the  felicity  to  be  tions  of  the  heavenly  state ; — the  redeemed  have 

enjoyed  in  that  world,  rests  on  the  absence  of  been  represented  as  assembled  in  one  vast  crowd 

every  evH,  and  the  attainment  <^  moral  perfeo*  above  the  visible  concave  of  the  sky,  adorned 

tion--— that  the  principle  of  depravity  must  be  with  "  starry  crowns,"   drinking  at  "  cijstai 

destroyed,  and  the  affeictions  purified  and  refined,  fountains,*'  and  making  "  the  vault  of  heavea 

before  we  can  enjoy  "  the  inheritanoe  of  the  ring*'  with  their  loud  acclamations.    The  Re* 

sainis  in  light."    These  are  principles  which  deemer  himself  has  been  exhibited  as  suspoadcd 

are  clearly  exhibited  in  the  Scriptures,  which  are  like  a  statue  in  the  heiivens  above  this  imasens^ 

aoGordam  to  the  dictates  of  sound  reason,  and  crowd,  crowned  with  diadems,  and  encircled 

which  are  generally  recogobed  by  the  various  with  a  refblgent  spi«»dour,  while  the  assembly 

sections  of  the  religious  world.    But  the  greater  of  the  heavenly  inhabitants  were  imtmantfy  gaz- 

part  of  Christians  rest  contented  with  the  most  ing  on  this  ol^ect,  like  a  crowd  of  q>ect«iors 

wgueand  incorrect  ideas  of  the  felieity  of  heaven,  gaxing  at  the  motion  of  an  air  balloon,  or  of  a 

and  talk  and  write  about  it  in  so  loose  and  figu-  splendid  meteor.    Such  representations  are  re« 

rattve  a  manner,  as  can  convey  no  rational  nor  pugnant  to  the  tc2sas  mUntUd  fO  be  eenv^yarf  by 

definite  conception  of  the  sublime  opntemplationa  the  metaphoricaf  language  of  Inspiration,  when 

and  em(^yments  of  celestial  intelligences.    In-  stripped  df  its  drapery.    They  can  convey  notfa- 

stead  of  eliciting,  from  the  metaphorical  language  ing  but  a  meagre  and  distorted  coaoeption  of  the 

flf  Ckmpture,  iho  ideat  intended  to  be  oonveycMd,  employments  of  the  celestial  state,  and  tend  od/ 

they  endeavour  to  expand  and  ramify  the  figures  to  bewilder  the  imagination,  and  to  '^dacken 

employed  by  the  sacred  writers  still  forther,  counsel  by  words  without  knowledge." 

heaplnf  metaphor  upon  metaphor,  aiui  epithet  Hence  it  has  happened,  that  cert&in  infidel  aool^ 

,  ifima  epithet,  and  blending  a  number  of  discord-  fers  have  been  led  to  conclude,  that  the  (Jhristiaji 

tnl  ideas,  till  the  image  or  picture  presented  to  Heaven  is  not  an  object  to  be  dsaired ;  aad  has* 
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frofOMidy  dedu0d,  iSiat  "  they  oould  f«el  bo  glory,  and  to  the  Lamb  who  was  slain,  for  wtr 
^eavure  in  being  euspended  for  ever  in  -an  eihe-  and  «ver.  But,  at  the  same  time,  tlie  range  oi 
zeal  region,  and  perpetoally  singing  psalms  and  objects  comprised  within  the  scheme  of  redmnp- 
hymns  to  the  Etomal  '*— an  idea  of  hearen  which  tion,  in  its  reference  to  human  beings,  cannot  be 
is  too  frequently  conveyed,  by  the  vague  and  supposed,  without  the  aid  of  other  objects  of  con- 
distorted  descriptions  which  have  been  given  of  templation,  to  alTord  Aill  and  uninterrupted  scope 
Che  exercises  and  entertainments  of  the  future  \a  (he  (kculties  of  the  saints  in  heaven,  through- 
world,  out  an  unlimited  duration. — This  will  appear,  i( 

There  is  an  iqtimate  eonnectiop  between  the  we  endeavour  to  analyze  some  of  the  objects 
word  and  the  woi^s  of  God:  they  reflect  a  mutual  presented  to  our  view  in  the  economy  of  re- 
lustre  on  each  other ;  and  the  discoveries  made  demption. 

in  the  latter,  are  calculated  to  expand  our  con-        In  the  first  place,  it  may  be  noticed,  that   a 
ceptioos  and  to  direct  our  views,  of  the  revela-  veil  of  mystery  surrounds  several  parts  of  the 
tioBs  contained  in  the  former.     Without  taking  plan  of  redemption.    "  God  manifested  in  the 
into  account  the  sublime  manifestations  of  the  flesh,'*  the  intimato  onion  of  the  eternal  self- 
Deity,  exhibited  in  his  visible  creation,  our  ideas  existent  Deity  with  "  the  man  Christ  Jesus,"— 
of  celestial  bliss  must  be  very  vague  and  oonfu-  is  a  mystery  impenetrable  to  finite  minds.   But 
sed,  and  our  hopes  of  full  and peipddia/ enjoyment  the   eternity,  the  omnipresence,  and  the  om» 
in  the  future  state,  extremely  feeble  and  languid,  niscience  oif  the  Deity,  are  equally  mysterious; 
From  the  very  constitution  of  the  human  mind,  for  they  are  equally  incomprehensible,  and  must 
it  appears,  that  in  order  to  enjoy  uninterrupted  for  ever  remain  incomprehensible  to  all  limited 
happiness,  without  satiety  or  disgust,  it  is  requi-  intelligences.    It  is  equally  incomprehensible, 
site  that  nmo  objeeU  and  new  trains  of  thought  that  a  sensitive  being  should  exist,  furnished  with 
be  continually  opening  to  view.    A  perpetual  re-  all  the  organs  and  functions  requisite  (or  animal 
currence  of  the  same  objects  and  perceptions,  life,  and  yet  of  a  size  ten  thousand  times  less 
however  sublime  in  themselves,  and  however  in-  than  a  mite.    These  are  facts  which  must  bo 
teresting  and  delightful  they  may  have  been  felt  admitted  on  the  evidence  of  sense  and  of  reason, 
at  one  period,  cannot  afTord  uninterrupted  gratt-  but  they  lie  altogether  beyond  the  sphere  of  our 
fication  to  minds  endowed  with  capacious  powers,  oomprebension.— Now,  an  object  which  involves 
and  capable  of  ranging  through  the  depths  of  a  mystery  cannot  be  supposed  to  exercise  and 
immensity.    But  all  the  objects  in  this  sublunary  entertain  the  mind  through  eternity,  considered 
world  and  its  environs,  and  all  the  events  record-  simply  as  IneompreAentiMe,  without  being  asso> 
ed  in  sacred  and  profkne  history,  ate  not  suffi-  ciated  with  other  objects  which  lie  within  tlie 
eient  to  occupy  the  expansive  minds  of  renovated  range  of  finite  comprehension ;  otherwise,  re* 
intelligences  for  a  million  of  ages,  much  less  flections  on  the  eternity  and  omnipresence  of 
throughout  an  endless  duration  of  existence.    A  God,  considered  purely  as  abstractions  of  die 
series  of  objects  and  of  moral  dispensations,  mind,  might  gratify  the  intellectual  faculties,  in 
more  extensive  than  those  immediately  connect-  the  future  world,  in  as  high  a  degree  as  any 
ed  with  the  globe  we  inhabit,  most,  therefore,  thing  that  is  mysterious  in  the  scheme  of  re- 
be  supposed  to  engage  the  attention  of  **  the  demption.    But  it  is  quite  evident,  that  perpe* 
spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,"  during  the  re-  tual  reflection  on  infinite  space  and  eternal  dura- 
volutions  of  eternal  ages ;  in  order  that  their  fa^  tion,  abstractly  considered,  cannot  produce  a 
cuUies  may  be  gratified  and  expanded— that  new  very  high  degree  of  mental  enjoyment,  imiess 
views  of  the  divine  character  may  bo  unfolded—  when  considered  in  their  relation  to  objecte  more 
and  that  in  the  contemplation  o(  his  perfections,  definite  and  comprehensible.    Such  oontempla* 
they  may  enjoy  a  perpetuity  of  bliss.  tions,  however,  will,  doubtless,  be  mingled  with 

It  has  been,  indeed,  asserted  by  some,  that  all  the  other  views  and  investigations  of  the  saints 
"  the  mysteries  of  redemption  will  be  sufficient  in  the  heavenly  world.  In  proportion  as  they 
to  afford  scope  for  the  delightful  investigation  of  advance  through  myriads  of  ages  in  the  course  bT 
the  sainte  to  all  eternity."  It  is  readily  admitted,  unlimited  duration,  and  in  proportion  to  the  eiw 
that  contemplations  of  the  divine  perfections,  as  larged  views  they  wiQ  acquire,  qf  the  distance* 
displayed  in  human  redemption,  and  of  the  stu-  and  magtiitudes  of  the  numerous  bodiee  which 
pendous  facte  which  relate  to  that  economy,  will  diversify  the  regions  of  the  universe,  their  ideas 
Mend  themselves  with  all  the  other  exercises  of  of  infinite  space,  and  of  eternal  duration,  will  be 
redeemed  intelligences.  While  their  intellectual  greatly  expsinded.  For  we  can  acquire  ideas  of 
faculties  are  taking  the  most  extensive  range  the  extent  of  space,  only  by  comparing  the  die- 
through  the  dominions  of  Him  who  site  upon  the  tances  and  bulks  of  material  objecU  with  one 
throne  of  universal  nature,  they  will  never  forget  another,  -and  of  duration  by  the  trains  of  ihoag*u, 
that  love  '*  which  thought  them  from  darkness  to  derived  fix>m  sensible  object  which  pass  through 
light,"  and  from  the  depths  of  misery  to  the  our  minds,  and,  from  the  periodical  revotetleaa 
■pleodoors  of  etomal  day.  Their  grateful  and  of  material  objecte  around  us.— The  same  thi^gi 
3iuoiphajit  praises  will  ascend  to  the  Father  of  may  be  affirmed  in  relation  to  all  that  is  myil»* 
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riooi  in  flie  eeonomy  of  homan  redemption ;  and,     i^>oot  to  return  to  oar  tfrreetrial  ^plMre,  to  ■■• 
if  what  hat  been  now  aaid  be  admitted,  it  will 


nion  all  the  tribea  of  oMn  to  the  general  Jndff* 
ment?  The  fitctt  in  relation  to  thoe,  and  aiai« 


fellow  that  iuch  myateriea,  ooni idered  merely  aa 

incomprehensible  realiiiet,  could  not  afford  a  lar  circumttanoea,  atill  remain  to  be  diaci^ea, 
rapturous  train  of  thought  to  entertain  the  mind  and  the  future  details  which  may  be  given  oi 
throughout  the  ages  of  eternity.  It  is  definite  such  interesting  particulars,  cannot  fiul  to  be 
and  tangible  objects,  and  not  abstract  mysteries,  highly  gratifying  to  erery  one  of  the  "  rede  eased 
that  constitute  the  proper  subject  of  ooniempla-  from  among  men.*  But  still,  it  nuist  be  admiu 
tion  to  a  rational  mind.  For  although  we  were  ted,  that  although  the  details  respetuing  each  ef 
to  ponder  on  what  is  incomprehensible,  such  as  the  facts  to  which  I  allude,  were  to  occupy  the 
the  eternity  of  God,  for  millions  of  years,  we  period  of  a  thousand  years,  tbe  subject  would 
should  be  as&r  from  comprehending  it,  or  aoqui-  soon  be  exhausted,  if  other  events  and  circuB»- 
ring  any  new  ideas  respecting  it,  at  the  end  of  stances,  and  another  train  of  divine  dispensaliena 
such  a  period,  as  at  the  present  moment.  were  not  at  the  same  time  presented  to  view ; 
In  ttM  next  place,  redemf^ion  may  be  consi«  and  the  future  periods  of  eternal  duration  would 
dered  in  reference  lo  the  important/wCs  connectp  be  destitute  of  that  vorie^r  and  nondfy  of  pros- 
ed with  it,  in  which  point  of  view,  chiefly,  it  be*  pect  which  are  requisite  to  secure  perpetual  en* 
oomes  a  tangible  object  ibr  the  ezeroise  of  the  joyment. 

moral  and  iotelleotual  powers  of  man    .Those        TIm  other  class  of  feets  relates  to  the  redeem* 
fects  relate  either  to  the  **  man  Christ  Jesus,  the  ed  themselves,  and  comprehends  thoee  diversified 
Mediator  between  God  and  man,"  or  to  the  circumstances  in  the  course  of  providence,  by 
saints   whose  redemption  he  procured.     The  means  of  which  they  were  brought  to  the  know 
general  fects  which  relate  to  Christ,  while  be  ledge  of  salvation,  and  eonducted  through  i1m 
sojourned  in  our  world,  are  recorded  in  the  New  scenes  of  mortality  to  tbe  enjoyment  of  endless 
Testament  by  the  Evangelists.    These  oompre-  felicity.    These  will,  no  doobt^  afibrd  topics  of 
hand  Ms  miraculous  conception,  and  the  oircom-  interesting  discourse,  to  divevsify  and  enlive* 
stances  which  attended  his  birth ;  his  private  ths  exercises  of  the  saints  in  heaven.    But  thn 
residence  in  Naxareth ;  his  joumies  as  a  public  remark  now  made  in  reference  to  the  other  fecta 
teacher  through  the  land  of  Judea ;  his  miradea,  alluded  to  above,  is  equally  applicable  here, 
sufferings,  crucifixion,  resurrection,  ud  ascension  The  series  of  divine  dispensations  towards  every 
to  heaven.  There  is  doubtless  a  variety  of  inter*  individual,  though  different  in  a  few  subordin- 
esting  facts,  besides  those  recorded  in  the  Goe-  ate  particulars,  partakes  of  the  sasoe  character, 
pels,  with  whi<3i  it  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  and  wears  the  same  general  aspect.  But  although 
become  acquainted :  such  as,  the  manner  in  which  the  dispensations  of  Providence  towards  every 
be  spent  his  life,  from  the  period  of  the  first  dawn*  one  of  the  redeemed  were  as  different  from  ano- 
ings  of  reason,  to  the  time  of  his  commencing  his  ther  as  it  is  possible  to  conceive,  and  although  a 
public   administrations-— 4he  various  trains  of  hundred  years  were  devoted  to  tbe  details  fiir- 
thought  that  passed  through  his  mind— the  men-  nisbed  by  ef9ry  saint,  eternity  would  not  be  ex* 
tal  and  corporeal  exercises  in  which  he  engaged  hausted  by  such  ihemes  alone, 
—the  social  interoouises  in  which  he  mingled—        Again,  it  has  been  firequently  asserted,  that 
the  topics  of  conversation  he  suggested— the  the  saints  in  heaven  will  enjoy  perpetual  rapture 
amusements  (if  any)  in  whidi  he  indulged — ibe  in  continually  gazing  on  tbe  glorified  humanity 
pious  exercises  aiid  sublime  contemplations  in  of  Christ  Jesus,    "nie  descriptions  sometimes 
which  he  engaged,  when  retired  from  the  haunts  given  of  this  circumstance,  convey  the  idea  of  a 
and  the  society  of  men  ;•— and  particulaiiy  those  vast  concourse  of  spectators  gasing  upon  a  re- 
grand  and  important  transactions  ia  which  he  splendent  figure  placed  upon  an  eminence  in  the 
has  been  employed,  since  that  moment  when  midst  ofthem,—which,8urdy,  must  convey  a  very 
a  doud  interposed  between  bis  slo'ified  body,  imperfect  and  distorted  idea  of  the  sublime  employ* 
and  the  eyes  of  his  disciples,  atlei  his  ascent  ments  of  the  saints  in  light.    The  august  ^en* 
from  Mount  Olivet— What  regions  of  tbe  mate-  dours  of  the  "  man  CIvist  Jesus/'  the  exiaJted 
rial  univetM  he  passed  throng  in  his  triumphant  station  he  hdds  in  the  upper  world ,  the  occasioo- 
ascent— what  tntdligence  of  his  adiievements  he  al  intercourse  which  all  his  saints  will  bold  with 
conveyed  to  other  workis    what  portion  of  the  him,  the  lectures  on  the  plans  and  operations  ol 
immensi^  of  space,  or  what  globe  or  material  Deity  with  which  be  may  entertain  them— the 
fabric  is  the  scene  of  his  more  immediate  resi*  splendid  scenes  to  whidi  he  may  guide  them 
dence— what  are.  the  external  splendours  and  pe-  — nuid  many  other  drcumstances — will  excite 
culiarities  of  that  glorious  wortd— what  inter-  the  most  rapturous  admiration  of  Him  who  in 
course  he  has  with  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  <*  tbe  brightness  of  the  Father^  glory  .*'—But» 
perfect;  with  Enoch  and  Elijah,  who  are  dready  since  the  glorified  body  of  Christ  is  a  wuitnal 
furnished  with  bodies,  and  with  other  orders  of  suAsCmes,  and,  consequently,  limited  to  a  oertaia 
cdettiaT  intelligences— what  scenes  and  move-  portion  of  space,  it  cannoC  be  supposed  to  be  a; 
meats  will  take  place  in  that  world,  when  he  is  all  times  within  the  view  of  every  inhabitant  at 
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Vmvod  :  and  alUioagh  it  were,  the  materUl  fpleft-  poonded  ■utotance,  haTioe  no  visible  fona,  nor 

doura  of  that  body,  however  august  and  aaio*  temiible  quantitiei,  <*  inhabiting  eternity/'  and 

niahing,  cannot  be  supposed  to  i^ord  new  and  fiUing  tmneasity  with  his  presence— 4iis  esson- 

varied  gratification,  throughout  an  endless  sue-  tial  glory  cannot  form  an  object  for  the  dirwi 

cession  of  duration.    He  will  be  chiefly  reoogni*  oenleng^iafipii  of  any  finite  intelligenoe.     His 

sed  as  the  JHeod  of  the  redeemed  familT  of  man,  gtoryt  or,  in  other  words,  the  grandeur  of  his 

"  in  whom  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  perfections,  can  be  traced  only  in  the  external 

and  knowledge,"  who  will  gradually  reveal  the  manjfestati<»  which  he  gives  of  himself  in  the 

^jBcret  counsels  of  God,  and  direct  his  saints  to  material  creation  which  bis  power  has  brought 

those  displays  of  divine  glory  which  will  enligh-  into  existence— in  the  various  orders  of  inteili* 

ten  and  entertain  their  mental  powers.    This  genoes  with  which  he  has  peopled  it— and  in  his 

seems  to  be  intimated  in  such  repreeentations  as  moral*  dispensations  towards  all  worlds  and  be- 

the  following,—''  The  Lamb  that  is  in  the  midst  ings  which  now  exist,  or  may  hereafter  exiit, 

of  the  throne  shall  feed  them,  and  shall  lead  throughout  his  boundless  empire, 

them  to  living  fountains  of  water."    By  direct-  It  is  m  this  point  of  view,  that  our  fciowledge 

ing  their  attention  to  those  objects  in  i«^ioh  of  the  materiai  universe  assists  our  conceptions 

they  may  behold  the  most  august  dupleye  of  of  the  scenes  of  a  future  state,  and  throws  a  r^- 

divine  perfection,  and  teaching  them  in  what  fiilgence  of  lighten  the  employments,  and  the 

points  of  view  they  ought  to  be  oontemplated,  and  uninterrupted  pleasures  of  this  redeemed  in  hea- 

what  oondusions  they  ought  to  deduce  from  them,  ven.    By  the  diicoveries  of  modem  science,-  in 

*'  he  will  feed"  the  minds  of  his  people  with  divine  the  distant  regions  of  space,  we  are  fully  assured, 

knowledge,  and  "  lead  them"  to  those  sublime  that  the  attributes  of  the  Deity  have  not  been 

and  transporting  trains  of  thought,  which  will  fill  exercised  solely  in  the  construction  of  our  sub- 

them  with  "  joy  unspeakable  and  foil  of  glory."  binary  sphere,  and  of  the  aerial  heavens  with 

Thus  it  appears,  that  neither  the  mysteries,  which  it  is  encompassed,  nor  his  providential 

nor  the  leadmg  facts  connected  with  the  plan  of  regards  confined  to  the  transactions  of  the  frail 

redemption,  when  considered  merely  in  relation  beipgs  that  dwell  upon  its  surface,  but  extend  to  the 

to  human  beings— can  be  supposed  to  be  die  prin-  remotestspaces  of  the  universe.    We  know,  that 

oipal  subjects  of  oontemphition  in  the  heavenly  for  bey<»d  the  limits  of  our  terrestrial  abode,  the 

state^  nor  sufficient  to  produce  thoee  diversified  Ahnigbty  has  displayed  his  omnipotence  infram- 

gratifications  which  are  requisite  to  insurs  perw  ing  wdrids  which,  in  magnitude,  and  in  splendonr 

petualenjoymentto  the  expanded  intellects  of  re-  of  accompaniments,  for  surpass  this  globe  on 

deemed  men  in  the  foture  world— though  such  which  we  dwell.    The  eleven  planetary  bodies 

contemplations  wiU  undoubtedly  be  intermingled  which,  in  common  with  the  earth,  revolve  about 

with  all  the  other  inteUectual  surveys  of  the  saints  the  sun,  contain  a  mass  of  matter  two  thousand 

IB  glory.  five  hundred  tiroes  greater,  and  an  extent  of  sur- 

foce  sufficient  to  support  an  assemblage  of  infaa- 

I  now  proceed  to  the  principal  object  in  view,  bitants  three  hundred  tiraee  more  numerous  than 

namely,  to  inquire,  what  other  objects  will  en^  in  the  world  which  we  inhabit*    The  divine  tsie- 

ploy  the  attention  of  good  men  in  the  work!  to  dom  is  also  displayed  in  reference  to  these  vast 

come,  and  what  ligiit  Uie  material  works  of  God,  globes,— in  directing  their  motions,  so  as  to  pro* 

which  haVe  been  unfolded  to  our  view,  tend  .to  duoe  a  diversity  qf$ea$onBf  and  a  regular  suoees* 

throw  upon  this  subject.  sumof  dajf  and  m^Al— in  sutfounding  some,  of 

The  foundation  of  the  happiness  of  heavenly  them  with  meons,  and  with  luminous  rings  of  a 
intelligences  being  laid  in  the  destruction  of  every  magnificent  size,  to  adorn  their  nocturnal  hea« 
principle  ofmond  evU,— in  the  enjoyment  of  vens,  and  to  reflect  a  mild  radiance  in  the  absence 
mor^  perfection— and  m  the  removal  of  every  of  the  sun-^in  encompassing  them  wi&  otmos- 
physical  impediment  to  the  exercise  of  their  in-  pfunt,  and  diversifying  their  surface  with 
telleotual  powers— they  will  be  fitted  for  the  meet  WtoumUam  and  pkan$,  Theee  and  other  arrange- 
profound  investigations,  and  for  the  most  enlarged  menis,  which  indicate  special  contrivance  aiMl 
contemplations.  And  one  of  their  chief  employ-  design,  show,  that  those  bodies  are  destined  by 
ments,  of  course,  will  be,  to  investigate,  con*  the  Creator  to  be  the  abodes  of  imeUectoal  he- 
template,  and  admire  the  glory  of  the  divine  inge,  who  partake  of  his  bounty,  and  officio  him 
perfections.  Hence  it  is  declared  ift  Scripture  a  tribute  oi  adoration  and  praise, 
as  one  of  the  privileges  of  the  saints  in  light|  Although  no  other  objects  were  presented  to 
that  **  thqf  ^uaU  see  CM  aa  h§  ts"— that "  they  onr  view,  except  those  to  which  I  now  allude^ 
shall  see  his  foce"— and  that  **  they  shall  behold  and  which  are  contained  within  the  limits  of  cor 
his  ghMy,"— which  expressions,  and  others  of  system,  yet  even  here— within  this  smaH  pro- 
similar  import,  plainly  intimate,  that  they  shall  vince  of  the  kingdom  of  Jehovah — a  grand  and 
enjoy  a  clearer  vision  of  ttie  divine  glory  than  in  diversified  scene  is  disphiyed  for  the  ftitur«  con- 
the  present  sute.  But  how  is  this  vbion  to  be  templation  of  heavenly  intelligences.  9ut  it  is 
obtained?    The  Deity,  being  a  spiritoaluncooH  afoot  which  cannot  be  disputed,  that  the  lotf  and 
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•U  Ml  attendant  planet*  form  but  a  small  speck  ligent  beings ;  since  in  every  part  of  (he  malerial 
in  tne  map  of  the  universe.  How  great  soever  system  which  lies  open  to  our  minute  inspection. 
this  earth,  with  its  vast  continents  and  mighty  ,  it  appears,  that  matter  exisu  solely  for  the  pur- 
ooeans,  may  appear  to  our  eye,— bow  stupendous  poe«  of  sentient  and  intelligent  creatures.  As 
soever  the  great  globe  of  Jupiter,  which  would  the  Creator  is  consistent  in  all  his  plans  and  cp«» 
contain  within  its  bowels  a  thousand  wor.&s  as  rations,  it  is  beyond  dispute,  that  thoee  great  globeii 
large  as  ounk-and  overwhelming  as  the  eon-  which- ar«  suspended  throughout  the  vast  spaces 
ception  is,  that  the  sun  is  more  than  a  thousand  of  the  universe  are  destined  to  some  noble  purposes 
times  larger  than  both,— yet,  were  they  this  mo-  worthy  of  the  infinite  power,  wisdom,  and  intclli- 
ment  detached  from  their  spheres,  and  blotted  out  gence,  which  produced  them.  And  what  may 
of  existence,  there  are  worlds  within  the  range  of  these  purposes  be  ?  Since  most  of  these  bodies 
the  Almighty's  empire  where  such  an  awful  ca-  are  of  a  size  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  our  sun,  and 
taslrophe  would  be  altogether  unknown.  Nay,  shine  by  their  own  native  light,  we  are  led  by  ana- 
were  the  whole  cubical  space  occupied  by  the  logy  tocondude,  that  they  are  de8tin«>d  to  subserve 
solar  system — a  space  3,600,000,000  miles  in  a  similar  purpose  in  the  system  of  nature — to  pour 
diameter— to  be  formed  into  a  solid  globe,  coo-  a  flood  of  radiance  on  surrounding  wor'<ds,  and 
taining«4,000,000,000,000,0g0,000,000,000,000  i©  regulate  their  motions  by  their  attractive  in- 
cubical  miles,  and  overspread  with  a  brilliancy  fluence.  So  that  each  of  these  luminaries  may 
superior  to  that  of  the  sun,  to  continue  during  be  considered,  not  merely  as  a  world,  but  as  the 
the  space  of  a  thousand  years  in  this  splendid  centre  of  thirty,  sixty,  of  a  hundred  worUs, 
Biate,  and  then  to  be  extinguished  and  annihi-  among  which  they  distribute  light,  and  heat,  and 
lated— there  are  beings,  who  reside  in  spaces  comfort* 

within  the  range  of  our  telescopes,  to  whom  its  if,  now,  we  attend  to  the  vast  member  of  those 
creation  and  destruction  would  be  equally  un-  stupendous  globes,  we  shall  perceive  what  an  ex- 
known  :  and  to  an  eye  which  could  take  in  the  tensive  field  of  sublime  investigation  lies  open  to 
whole  compass  of  nature,  it  might  be  altogether  all  the  holy  intelligences  that  exist  in  creation, 
unheeded,  or,  at  most,  be  regarded  as  the  appear-  When  we  lift  our  eyes  to  the  nocturnal  sky,  we 
anee  and  disappearance  of  a  lucid  point  in  an  behold  several  hundreds  of  these  Majestic'  orbs, 
obscure  corner  of  the  universe^just  as  the  de-  arranged  in  a  kind  of  magnificent  confinion, 
tachment  of  a  drop  of  water,  fi-om  the  ocean,  or  glimmering  from  afar  on  this  obscure  corner  of 
a  grain  of  sand  from  the  sea  shore  is  unheeded  the  universe.  But  the  number  of  stars,  visible 
by  a  common  observer.  to  the  vulgar  eye,  is  extremely  small,  compared 
At  immeasurable  distanoes  from  our  earth  and  ^vith  the  number  which  has  been  descried  by 
system  immense  assemblages  nf  shining  orbs  dis-  means  of  optical  instruments.  In  a  small  por^ 
play  their  radiance.  The  amazing  extent  of  that  tion  of  the  sky,  not  larger  than  the  apparent 
space  which  intervenes  between  our  habitation  breadth  of  the  moon,  a  greater  number  of  stars 
and  these  resplendent  gk>bes,  proves  their  im-  has  been  discovered  than  the  naked  eye  can  dis- 
monse  magnitude,  and  that  they  shine  not  with  ccm  throughout  the  whole  vault  of  heaven.  In 
borrowed  but  with  native  splendour.  From  what  proportion  as  the  magnifying  powers  of  the  telfr- 
we  know  of  the  wisdom  and  intelligence  of  the  .cope  are  increased,  in  a  similar  proportion  do 
divine  Being,  we  may  safely  conclude,  that  he  the  stars  increase  upon  our  view.  They  seem 
has  created  nothing  in  vain ;  and  consequently,  ranged  behind  one  another  in  boundless  perspeo- 
that  these  enormous  globes  of  light  were  not  dis-  tive,  as  far  as  the  assisted  eye  can  reach,  leaving 
parsed  through  the  universe,  merely  as  so  many  us  no  room  to  doubt,  that,  were  the  powers  of 
splendkl  tapers  to  illuminate  the  voids  of  infinite  our  telescopes  increased  a  thousand  timea  mora 
space.  To  admit,  for  a  moment,  such  a  suppo-  than  they  now  are,  millions  beyond  millions,  n 
sition,  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  marks  of  addition  to  what  we  now  behold,  would  start  np 
intelligence  and  design  which  are  displayed  in  before  the  astonished  sight.  Sir  WiQiam  Her- 
oll  the  odier  scenes  of  nature  which  lie  within  gchel  informs  us,  that,  when  viewing  a  certain 
the  sphere  of  our  investigation.  It  would  repro-  portion  of  the  MO^  Way,  in  the  course  of  seven 
sent  the  Almighty  as  amusing  himself  with  minutes,  more  than  fifty  thousand  stars  passed 
splendid  toys, — an  idea  altogether  incompatible  „.  ,  .       ^  .,. 

Zk*y,  tK«  .HoraKU  MniMtii  rt?  hMVf^n  ftnd  which        *'^^  Author  Will  hivs  an  Opportunity  of  UIus 

with  the  adorable  Majesty  ot  heaven,  and  wmcn  ^^^^  ^^m  sulOect,  In  minute  detail.  In  a  work  en- 

wouM  tend  to  leasen  our  reverence  of  his  cha-  titled.  The  9centry  qf  the  heavetu  dUpUi^fed,  With 

raeter,  as  the  only  wise  God^—If  every  part  of  thevtew  of  P^vlns  and  lUustraUM  the dt^^^^ 

.     *.  i,  .        .    j'J^j.^  a  pftmiitty  c/trorJds;'*  In  which  the  positions  here 

nature  m  our  sublunary  aystem  is  destined  to  assumed  wlft  he  shown  to  have  the  torce  of  a  mdral 

some  particular  use  in  reference  to  sentient  bor  demonstration,  on  the  same  general  principles  fay 

inim-.lf  Avm  thti  miutilv  wntora  nf  a  iitiiimsnt  whlch  we  prove  the  being  of  a  God,  and  the  unmor- 

ingp— It  even  ine  muddy  waters  oi  a  siagnani  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^    ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^„^^  f^^  ^ 

pool  are  replenished  with  myriads  of  mhabitants,  leiaUon  to  deeer^ve  aatnmomy,  and  the  stnictuia 

should  we  for  a  moment  doubt,  that  so  many  ofthcheavenB.wfil  be  parUcularly  detailed,  anHsc. 

•t.^.«.iwl.  «f  m.«i;A<.Mit  ..lok^  h..«  •  ».l.tlnn  componled  with  original  remarks  and  moral  and 

thousands  of  magnificent  globes  have  a  relation  ^^g'^^us  reflections,  so  as  to  form  a  compreftenslva 

to  the  aocommodatioD  and  happiness  of  Intel-  oompend  of  popular  astronomy  . 
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acRMS  the  field  of  hU  telMOope, — and  it  bin  been  acenes  of  miblimity  and  of  exquisite  eoDtrivmnee 
saicolaied,  (hat  within  the  range  of  such  an  iur  worthy  of  the  contemplatioii  of  eyeiy  ralionai 
•tniment,  applied  to  ail  the  different  portions  of  being.    If  this  earth,  whidi  is  an  abode  of  apoe- 
tbe  firmament,  more  than  eighfy  ndUioni  of  stars  tate  men,  and  a  scene  of  moral  depravity,  and 
woold  be  rendered  visible.  which,  her^  and  there,  has  the  appearance  of 
Here,  then,  within  the  limits  of  that  circle  being  the  ruins  of  a  iwmer  world---presents  the 
which  homan  vision  has  explored,  the  mind  per-  variegated  prospect  of  ioily  mountains,  romantic 
eeivea,  not  merely  eighty  millions  of  worlds,  but,  dells,  and  fertile   plains ;   meandering  rivers, 
at  least  thirtiy  times  {hat  number ;  for  every  star,  transparent  lakes,  and  spacious  oceans ;  ver- 
considered  as  a  sun,  may  be  conceived  to  be  dant  landscapes,  adorned  with  fruits  and  flowers, 
aurrounded  by  at  least  thi'*v  planetary  globes;*  and  a  rich  variety  of  the  finest  colours,  and  a 
so  that  the  virihle  ^alem  of  tlie  universe  may  be  thousand  other  beauties  and  sublimities  that 
stated,  at  the  bwest  computation,  as  compre-  are  strewed  over  the  face  of  nature— how  grand 
heading  within  its  vast  circumference,  2,400^  and  magnificent  a  scenery  may  we  suppose, 
000,0(K)  of  worlds !    This  celestial  scene  pre-  must  be  presented  to  the  view,  in  those  worlds 
aenti  an  idea  so  august  and  overwhelming,  that  where  moral  evil  has  never  entered  to  derange 
the  mind  is  confounded,  and  shrinks  back  at  ibe  the  harmony  of  the  Creator's  worics — where  love 
attempt  of  forminc  any  definite  ccmoeption  of  a  to  the  Supreme,  and  to  one  another,  fires  the 
multiUide  and  a  magnitude  so  far  beyond  the  bosoms  of  all  their  inhabitants,  and  produces  a 
limits  of  its  ordinary  excursions.    If  we  can  rapturous  exultation,  and  an  incessant  adoration 
form  noadequato  idea  of  the  magnitude,  the  va-  of  the  Source  of  happiness!    In  such  worlds, 
riety,  and  economy  of  one  world,  how  can  we  we  may  justly  conceive,  that  the  sensitive  en- 
form  a  just  conception  of  tfumtandt?    If  a  si»-  joyments,  and  the  objects  of  beauty  and  gran- 
gie  mMon  of  objects  of  any  description  presents  deur  which  are  displayed  to  their  view,  as  far 
an  image  too  vast  and  complex  to  be  taken  in  at  exceed  the  scenery  and  enjoyments  of  thu  work!, 
one  grasp,  bow  shall  we  ever  attempt  to  compre-  as  their  moral  and  intellectual  qualities  excel 
bend  an  object  so  vast  as  two  thousand  four  hun-  those  of  the  sons  of  men. 
dred  millions  of  workls !    ,  None  but  that  Eter-  *  In  the  next  place,  it  is  highly  reasonable  to  bo- 
nal  Mind  which  counts  the  number  of  the  stars,  lieve,  tiiat  on  h\/init€  dwenity  of  aeetury  tccitta 
which  called  them  from  nothing  into  existence,  throu^iout  all  the  worlds  whidli  compose  the 
and  arranged  them  in  the  respective  stations  universe ;  that  no  one  of  all  the  millions  of  sy»- 
they  occupy,  and  whose  eyes  run  to  and  firo  terns  to  which  I  have  now  adverted,  exactly  re- 
throu|^  the  unlimited  extent  of  creation— can  aembles  another  in  its  oonstrttction,  motions, 
form  a  dear  and  comprehensive  conception  of  order,  and  decorations.    There  appear,  indeed, 
the  number,  the  order,  and  the  economy  of  this  to  be  certain  taws  and  phenomena  which  are 
vast  portion  of  the  system  of  nature.  eommoo  to  all  the  systems  which  exist  witbia 

But  here,  even  the  veiy  feebleness  and  ofascii-  the  limits  of  human  vision.    It  «  highly  proba- 

rity  of  our  conceptimis  tend  to  throw  a  radiance  ble  that  the  laws  of  gravitation  extend  their 

on  the  subject  we  are  attempting  to  illustrate,  influence  through  every  region  of  space  occupied 

The  magnitude  and  incomprehensibility  of  the  by  material  sdbstances ;  and,  it  is  beyonid  a 

object,  show  us,  how  many  diversified  views  of  doubt,  that  the  phenomena  of  vision,  and  the 

the  divine  glory  remain  to  be  displayed ;  what  laws  by  which  light  is  reflected  and  refracted, 

an  infinite  variety  of  sublime  scenes  may  be  tS-  exist  in  the  remotest  regions  iR^icb  the  telescope 

lurded  for  the  mind  to  expatiate  upon ;  and  what  has  expUnred.    For  the  light  which  radiates  from 

rapturous  trains  of  thought,  ever  various,  and  the  roost  distant  stars  (as  formerly  stated)  is 

ever  new,  may  succeed  each  other  without  in-  found  to  be  of  the  same  nature,  to  move  with  the 

temiptioo,  throu^^ut  an  unlimited  duration.  same  velocity,  to  be  refi'acted  by  the  same  lawS| 

Let  us  now  endeavour  to  analyze  some  of  the  and  to  exhibit  the  same  colours  as  the  light  which 

objects  presented  to  our  mental  sight,  m  this  proceeds  fitm  the  sun,  and  is  reflected  from  sufw 

vast  assemblage  of  systems  and  worlds,  which  rounduig  objects.    The  medium  of  vision  roust, 

lie  within  the  sphere  of  huroan  vision.  therefore,  be  acted  upon,  and  the  organs  of  sight' 

The  first  idea  that  suggests  itself,  is,  that  they  perform  their  functions,  in  those  distant  regions, 

are  all  matenai  sfmcteres— in  the  formation  of  in  the  same  manner  as  takes  place  in  the  system 

which,  infinite  wisdom  aiul  goodness  have  been  of  which  we  form  a  part,  or,  at  least,  in  a  man* 

emplo}ed;  and  consequently,  they  must  exhibit  ner  somewhat  analogous  to  it.    And  this  diw 

cumstance  shows,  that  the  Creator  evidently 

*  The  solar  system  consists  of  eleven  primary  snd  Atended  we  should  form  some  fiiint  ideas,  al 

eighteen  secondary  pleneu  i  to  all  iweniynUie.  least,  of  the  general  pvocedure  of  nature  m  dis> 

fcesktes  more  tlian  a  hundred  comets;  and  It  is  pro-     .     »'     ,.     .*   _j_  .   j*      .  ^  »• ^ 

baMe  thut  several  pluneury  bodies  exist  within  the  ^"»*  worlds,  m  order  to  direct  oar  conceptions  of 

limits  of  ear  system  which  have  not  yet  been  disco-  the  sublime  scenery  of  the  universe,  even  whila 

vered.  Other  systems  may  proliol.ly  contain  a  more  «e  ramain  in  thifl  ohaeura  comer  of  oreatiM. 

aomerous  retinue  of  worlds,  and  perhaps  of  i  larger  Z    "t?™  l    inia  ooscure  corner  oi  oreano^ 

sise  taan  those  belonging  to  the  system  ef  the  sun.  But,  although  the  visible  tystems  of  the  niuvana 
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BBpaar  to  b«  eomiactad  bj  oettnin  general  prin-  versified  landicapes  which  the  lorface  of  rhi 

etolM  and  lawi  which  operate  ihroaghout  the  earth  and  watera  preeentf  lo  the  trareller,  anci 

whole,  yet  the  indefinito  niedificatione  which  the  etiHlent  of  nature. 

theee  laws  may  receive  in  each  particular  Bystenii  If,  from  the  earth ,  we  direct  our  viewa  to  the 
may  produce  en^lmoit  infinite  diversity  of  phe-  other  bodies  which^mpose  our  planetary  syv 
Domena  in  different  worlds,  so  that  no  one  de-  tem,  we  shall  find  a  similar  diversity,  so  far  as  our 
partment  of  the  material  universe  may  resemble  observations  extend.  From  the  surface  of  one  of 
another.  Nor  is  it  difficult  to  conceive  how  the  planets,  the  sun  will  appear  seven  times  ^g«r, 
such  a  diversity  of  scenery  may  be  produced,  and  from  the  surface  of  another,  three  hundred 
With  regard  to  the  terraquooos  globe, — were  its  and  sixty  times  9maiUr  than  he  does  to  us.  One 
axis  to  be  shifted,  so  as  to  point  to  a  different  of  those  bodies  is  destitute  of  a  moon ;  but  from 
quarter  of  the  heavens,  or  were  the  angle  which  its  ruddy  aspect,  either  its  sur&ce  or  its  atmo- 
II  forms  with  the  ecliptic  to  be  ^eater  or  lest  sphere  appears  to  be  endowed  with  a  i^uMpbo- 
than  it  now  is,  the  general  appearance  of  the  rescent  quality,  to  supply  it  with  light  in  the 
firmament  would  be  changed,  the  apparent  nu^  id>senoe  of  the  sun.  Another  is  surrounded  by 
tions  of  the  sun  and  stars,  the  days  and  nights,  fiur  resplendent  moons,  much  laiger  than  oars '; 
the  seasons  of  the  year,  and  an  immense  variety  a  third  is  supplied  with  stc,  and  a  fourth,  with 
of  phenomena  in  the  earth  and  heavens  would  seven  moons,  and  two  magnificent  rings  to  re- 
assume  a  very  different  aspect  fiom  what  they  fleet  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  diversify  the  scene* 
now  wear.  Were  the  component  parts  of  thie  ry  of  its  sky.  One  of  these  globes  revolves 
atmosphere  materially  altered,  were  its  refrao-  round  its  axis  in  ten,  and  another  in  tVDaOjf-^kru 
live  power  much  increased,  or  were  a  greater  haun  and  a  lialf.  One  of  them  revolves  round 
portion  of  ctdonc  orof  dedridty  introduced  into  the  sun  in  ei^ty-eight,  another  in  two  hundred 
its  constitution,  the  objects  which  diversify  the  and  twenty-four  days ;  a  third  in  twelve  ybars, 
landscape  of  the  earth,  and  the  luminaries  of  a  fourth  in  thirty,  sjid  a  fifth  in  eighly-two  years, 
heaven,  would  assume  such  a  variety  of  new  and  From  aD  which,  and  many  other  circumstances 
imoommon  appearances,  as  would  warrant  the  that  have  been  observed,  an  admirable  wris^  of 
application  of  the  Scripture  expression,  '*  a  new  phenomena  is  produced,  of  which  each  planetary 
heaven  and  a  new  earth.**  It  is,  therefore,  easy  globe  has  its  own  peculiarity.  Even  our  moon, 
to  conceive,  that,  when  infinite  power  and  wis-  whiph  is  among  the  smallest  of  the  celestial  bo- 
dom  are  exerted  fiir  this  purpose,  every  globe  in  dies,  which  it  the  nearest  lo  us,  and  which  aocona- 
tbe  universe,  widi  its  appendages,  may  be  eon*  panics  the  earth  during  its  revolution  round  the 
structed  and  arranged  in  such  anoanner  as  to  snn,  exhibits  a  curious  variety  of  aspect,  different 
present  a  variety  of  beauties  and  sublimities  pe-  from  what  is  found  on  the  terraqueous  globe, 
culiar  to  itself.  The  altitude  of  its  mountains,  the  depths  of  its 
That  the  Creator  has  actually  produced  this  vales,  the  conical  form  of  its  insulated  rocks, 
effect,  is  rendered  in  the  highest  degree  proba-  the  circular  ridges  of  hills  which  encompass  its 
ble,  from  the  infinite  variety  presented  to  our  plains,  and  the  celestial  phenomena  which  are 
view  in  those  departments  of  nature  which  lie  displayed  in  its  finnament-~present  a  scenety 
open  to  our  particular  investigation.  In  the  ani'  which  though  in  some  points  resembling  Odr  own, 
mal  kutgdam  we  find  more  than  a  hundred  thou-  is  yet  remaricably  different,  on  tbe  wbde,  from 
sand  different  species  of  living  creatures,  and  the  general  aspect  of  nature  in  our  terrestrial 
about  tbe  same  variety  in  the  p^octions  of  ns-  habitation. 

gttabU  nature ;  the  mnend  kingdom  presents  to  If,  therefore,  the  Author  of  nature  act  on  tbe 
us  an  immense  variety  of  earths,  stones,  rocks,  same  general  principles,  in  other  systems,  as  bo 
metals,  fossils,  gems,  and  precious  stones,  which  has  done  in  ours— whidi  there  is  every  ^reason 
are  strewed  in  rich  profusion  along  the  surface,  to  believe,  when  we  consider  his  infinite  wisdon 
and  throughout  the  interi6r  parts  of  the  globe,  and  intelligence — we  may  rest  assured,  that  ev- 
Of  the  individuals  which  compose  every  distinct  ery  one  of  the  two  thousand  four  hundred  mil- 
species  of  animated  beings,  there  is  no  one  lions  of  worlds  which  are  comprehended  within 
which  bears  an  exact  resemblance  to  another,  the  range  of  human  vision,  has  a  magnificence 
Althou^  the  eight  hundred  millidis  of  men  that  and  glory  peculiar  to  itseff,  by  which  it  is  die- 
now  people  the  globe,  and  all  the  other  millions  tinguished  from  all  tbe  surrounding  provinces  of 
that  have  existed  since  the  worid  began,  were  lo  Jehovah's  empire.  In  thtt  view,  we  may  con- 
be  compared,  no  two  individuals  woaM  be  found  sider  the  language  of  the  Apostle  Paul  as  ex- 
to  present  exactly  the  same  aspect  in  every  point  pressing  not  only  an  tgipatnUi  but  a  reai  fiujt. 
of  view  in  which  they  might  be  contemplated.  <<  There  is  one  gk>ry  of  the  son,  and  another 
In  like  manner,  no  two  horees,  cows,  dogs,  lions,  glory  of  the  moon,  and  another  glory  of  tbe  stais  • 
slepbants,  or  other  terrestrial  animals  will  be  "^  ens  iter  ^[^irsrAT^vmaaelW  star  rngtoyi'* 
fbimd  bearing  a  perfect  resemblance.  The  same  To  suppose  that  tbe  Abnighty  has  exhausted  his 
observation  will  apply  to  the  scenery  of  hdces,  omnipotent  energies,  and  exhibited  all  the  aaas* 
^«3rs,  grottos,  and  mountains,  and  to  all  tbe  d^  fi»station8  of  bis  glory  which  his  perfections  caft 
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troduoa,  Id  od9  ajttun,  or  even  io  one  milium  of  ther  with  a  fwifmeM  equal  or  superior  to  that  of 

■jiteiiM,  would  be  to  let  limits  to  the  resources  light;  to  preserre  one's  self  by  the  meie  force 

«]f  his  wisdom  and  intelligenoe  which  are  in-  ofnature,  and  without  the  assistance  of  any  other 

finite  and  incomprehensible.     Heooe  we  find  created  being ;  to  be  absolutdy  exempted  from 

the  sacred  writers,  when  contemplating  the  no-  every  kind  of  change ;  to  be  endowed  with  the 

ny^rous  objects  which  creation  exhibits,  breaking  most  exquisite  and  extmBsiye  senses}   to  have 

out  into  such  exclamations  as  these,   "How  dtstina  perceptions  of  all  the  attributea  of  matter, 

moni/Ud,  O  Jehovah,  are  thy  works '    In  lots-  and  of  all  its  modifications ;  to  discover  effects 

Arm  bast  thou  madie  them  alv*  in  their  causes ;  to  raise  one's  self  by  a  most 

rapid  flight  to  the  most  general  principles;  to 

In  the  next  place^— Besides  the  magnificence  see  in  Uin  twinkling  of  an  eye  these  princi- 

and  variety  of  the  material  stnictures  which  pies ; — to  have  at  the  same  time,  without  confii- 

exist  throughout  the  tmiverse,  tht  organixtd  and  sion,  an  ahnost  infinite  number  of  ideas ;  to  see 

inUUigtnt  bemga  with  wkkk  they  art  peopUdf  the  past  as  distinctly  as  the  present,  and  to  pene- 

present  a  vast  field  of  delightful  contemplation,  trate  into  the  remotest  futurity ;    to  be  able  to 

On  this  general  topic,  the  following  ideas  may  exercise  all  these  faculties  without  weariness: 

be  taken  into  consideration  :^*  these  are  the  various  outlines  fitmi  which  we  may 

1.  The  gndationM  qf  intelUd  or  the  varum$  draw  a  portrait  of  the  perfections  of  superior 

orders  of  intelligences  which  may  peo|4e  the  natures."  * 

imiversal  system.    That  there  is  a  vast  divsi^  A  being  possessed  of  faculties  such  as  thesoi 
sity  in  the  scale  (^  intellectual  existence,  may  be  is  raised  as  &r  above  &e  limited  powers  of  man, 
proved  by  considerations  similar  to  those  which  as  man  is  raised  above  the  insect  tribes.    The 
I  have  already  stated.    Among  sentient  beings,  Scriptures  assure  us,  that  beings,  approximating, 
m  this  worU,   we  find   a  regular  gradation  of  in  their  powers  and  perfections,  to  those  now 
intellect,  from  the  mosde,  through  ail  the  orders  stated,  actually  exist,  and  perform  important  o^ 
of  the  aquatic  and  insect  tribes,  till  we  arrive  fices  under  the  government  of  the  Almighty, 
at  the  dog,  the  monkey,  the  beaver  and  the  ele-  The  perfections  of  the  angelic  tribes,  as  repre- 
phant,  and  ktst  <jf  all,  toman,  who  stands  at  the  sented  in  Scripnire,  are  incomparably  superior 
top  of  the  intelleotual  scale,  as  the  lord  of  this  lower  to  those  of  men.    They  are  represented  as  pos- 
worid.    We  perceive,  too,  in  the  individuals  sessed  of  powers  capable  of  enabling  them  to 
which  compose  the  luiroan  species,  a  wonderful  wing  their  flight  with  amasing  rapidity  from  worU 
diversity  in  their  powers  and  capacities  of  intel-  to  world.     For  the  angel  Gabriel,  being  oooh 
lect,  arising  partly  from  dieir  original  constito-  manded  to  fly  swiftly,  while  the  prophet  Daniel 
tion  of  miikl,  partly  from  the  coofbnnation  of  their  was  engaged  in  supplication,  approached  to  him, 
corporeal  organs,  and  partly  from  the  d^ree  of  before  he  had  mwie  an  end  of  presenting  his  re- 
cultivation  tney  have  received.    But  it  wouU  be  quests.    During  the  few  minutes  empbyed  in 
highly  unreasonable  to  admit,  that  the  most  so-  nttermg  his  prayer,  this  angelic  messenger  de- 
complished  genius  that  ever  adorned  our  race,  soended  from  the  celestial  regions  to  the  country 
was  placed  at  the  summit  of  intellectual  perfeo-  of  Babylonia.    This  was  a  rapidity  of  motion 
tion.    On  the  other  hand,  we  have  reason  to  surpassing  the  comprehension  of  the  most  vigoi^ 
i>elieve,  that  man,  with  all  his  noble  powers,  ous  imasinalioo,  and  far  exceeding  evMi  the  ama« 
stands  nearly  at  the  bottom  of  the  scale  of  the  zing  vetocity  of  (i^Al.— They  have  power  over 
intelligent  creation.     For  a  being  much  inferior  the  objects  of  inanimate  naturs ;  for  one  of  them 
to  nun,  in  the  powers  of  abstraction,  conception,  '*  rolled  away  the  stone  fi^m  the  door  of  the  so- 
and  reasoning,  could  scarcely  be  denominated  pulchre,'*  at  the  time  of  Christ's  resurrection, 
a  rational  creaujre,  or  supposed  capable  of  be-  They  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the  springs 
ing  qualified  for  the  high  destination  to  which  of  life,  and  the  avenues  by  which  they  may  bo 
man  is  appointed.    As  to  the  number  of  species  interrupted ;  for  an  angel  slew,  in  one  night, 
which  diversify  the  ranks  of  superior  intellectual  185,000  of  the  Assyrian  army.— They  are  per- 
natures,  and  the  degrees  of  perfection  which  die-  fectly  acquainted  with  all  the  relations  which 
tinguish  their  different  orders,  we  have  no  dolo,  subsist  among  mankind,  and  can  distinguish  the 
afforded  by  the  contemplation  of  the  visible  uni-  age  and  character  of  every  individual  throughout 
verse,  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  form  a  definite  ail  the  femilies  of  ths  earth.    For  one  of  these 
conception.    The  intellectual  fteidties,  even  of  powerful  beings  rscognised  all  the  first-born  in  the 
finits  beings,  may  be  carried  to  so  high  a  pitch  land  of  Egypt,  dtstingniahed  the  Egyptians  from 
of  perfection,  as  to  baffle  all  our  conceptions  and 
powers  of  description^ — ^The  foUowing  descrip-  *  This  writer.  In  addition  to  these,  sutes  ths  fbltow- 

ralist,  may  perhaps  convey  some  nunt  idea  of  the  the  course  of  nature,  and  to  be  possessed  of  a  power 

powen  of  some  of  the  highest  oider  of  intellir  •«>  "kUI  capable  of  organlzlmr  matter,  of  fonnt^l  a 

'T,-,'  , ^  plant,  an  animal,  a  worU/'-^Bnt  1  can  scarcely  think 

!es>-  that  such  perftetions  art  eompetent  to  any  being 

To  ooBvey  oos's  self  from  one  itooe  to  aao*  hut  the  Supreme. 
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ibe  childr«a  of  brtal,  and  exerted  hie  powers  in  gradaHnmt  f^  nature  and  ^  ^ffet\  flinea  ihere 
dioir  deetruettoa.     And  aa  they  are  "  mioister-  are  amoog   (hem,    **  aen^him  and  cherubim, 
ing  spirits  to  the  heirs  of  salvation,"  thej  must  archangels,  thrones,  dominions,  principalities 
have  a  clear  perception  of  the  persons  and  cha-  and  powers,*^  which  designations  are  cvidenttj 
racters  of  those  who  are  the  objects  of  the  Dirioe  expressive  of  their  respective  endowments,  of  tho 
favour,  and  to  whom  they  are  occasionally  sent  stationa  they  occupy,  and  of  the  employments  lor 
on  embassies  of  mercy.— They  are  endowed  with  which  they  are  qualified, 
great  physical  powers  and  energies ;  hence  they  Hence  it  appears,  that  ahhoogh  we  know  bat 
are  said  "  Is  taxd  tn  slren^:"  and  the  phrase,  little  in  the  mean  time  of  the  na.tore  of  that  diver* 
"a  strong  angel,"  and  "a  migAfy  angel,"  which  are  aity  of  intellect  which  prevaib  among  the  higher 
aometimes  applied  to  them,  are  expressive  of  the  orders  of  created  beings— the  intimations  given 
same  perfection.    Hence  they  are  represented,  in  the  sacred  volume,  and  the  general  analogy 
in  the  book  of  the  ReveJaiion,  as  "  hokling  the  of  nature,  lead  us  to  form  the  most  exalted  ideas 
four  winds  of  heaven,"  as  executing  the  judg**  of  that  amazing  progression  and  variety  which 
ments  of  God  upon  the  proud  despisors  of  his  go-  roign  throughout  the  intellectual  universe, 
rernment,  as  '*  throwing  mountains  into  the  sea,"  2.  Not  only  is  there  a  gradation  of  inteHect 
and  binding  the  prince  of  darkness  with  chains,  among  superior  beings,  but  it  is  highly  probable, 
and  "  casting  him  into  the  bottomless  pit."  that  a  similar  gradation  or  variety  obtains,  in 
They  are  endowed  with  unfading  and  im-  the  form,  the  organiEflttion,'and  the  movements 
mortal  youth,  and  experionoa  no  decay  in  the  of  their  corporeal  vehicles, 
vigour  (^  their  powers.    For  the  angels  who  The  human  form,  especially  in  the  vi^ur  of 
appeared  to  Mary  at  the  tomb  of  our  Saviour,  youth,  is  the  most  beautiful  ixA  ^mmetrical  of 
appeared  as  y<MMf  tMn^  though  they  were  then  all  the  forms  of  organized  beings  with  which  wo 
more  than  four  thousand  years  old.    During  the  are  acquainted ;  and,  in  these  respects,  may 
long  succession  of  ages  that  bad  passed  since  probably  bear  some  analogy  to  the  organical 
their  creation,  their  vigour  and  animation  had  structures  of  other  intelligences.    But,  in  other 
suffered  no  diminution,  nor  decay, — tftey  are  worlds,  there  may  exist  an  indefinite  variety,  as 
possessed  of  vast  pouwrs  of  vnUHSkgenct*    Hence  to  the  general  form  tA  the  body  or  vehicle  with 
they  are  exhibited  in  the  book  of  Revelation,  whidi  their  inhabitants  are  invested,  the  size, 
as  being  "yi<tt  0/  ryet,"  that  is,  endowed  with  the  number,  and  quality  of  their  organs,  the 
**  all  sense,  all  intellect,  all  consciousness ;  turn-  functions  they  perform,  the  splendour  and  beauty 
tng  their  attention  every  way ;  beholding  at  once  of  their  aspect,  and  particularly,  in  the  number 
aU  things  within  the  reach  of  their  understand-  and  perfection  of  their  senses.     Though  there 
ings;  and  discerning  them  with  the  utmost  clear-  are  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  spedes  of 
ness  of  conception."    The  various  other  quali-  sensitive  beings,  which  traverse  the  earth,  the 
ties  now  stated,  necessarily  suppose  a  vast  con>-  waters,  and  the  air,  yet  they  all  exhibit  a  mark- 
prehension  of  intellect ;  and  the  place  of  their  ed  difference  in  their  corporeal  forms  and  organ- 
residence,  and  the  offices  in  which  they  have  ization.    Cluadrupeds  exhibit  a  very  different 
been  employed,  have  afforded  fuU  scope  to  their  structure  from  fishes,  and  bir^  fixxn  reptiles ; 
superior  powers.    They  dwell  in  a  world  where  and  every  distinct  species  of  quadrupeds,  birds, 
tndh  reigns  triumphant,  where  moral  evil  has  fishes,  and  insects,  differs  from  another  in  its 
never  entered,  where  substantial  knowledge  ir-  ocnformation  and  functions.     It  is  highly  proba- 
radiates  ibe  mind  of  every  inhabitant,  where  the  ble,  that  a  similar  variety  exists,  m  regard  lo 
mysteries  which  involve  the  character  of  the  the  corporeal  vehicles  of  superior  intelligences — 
Eternal  are  continually  disclosing,  and  where  accommodated  to  the  regions  in  which  they  re- 
the  plans  of  his  providence  are  rapidly  unfolded,  spectively  reside,  the  functions  they  have  to  per- 
They  have  ranged  through  the  innumerable  re-  form,  and  the  employments  in  which  they  are 
gions  of  the  heavens,  and  visited  disuuit  worlds,  engaged ;  and  thu  we  find  to  be  actually  the 
for  thousands  of  years ;  they  have  boheld  the  an-  case,  so  far  as  our  Information  extends.    When 
ceasing  variety,  and  the  endless  multitude  of  any  of  the  angelic  tribes  were  sent  00  embae- 
tho  works* of  creation  and  providence,  and  are,  sies  to  oar  worU,  we  find,  that,  though  they 
doubtless,  enabled  to  compare  systems  of  worlds,  generally  appeared  in  a  shape  somewhat  re- 
with  more  accuracy  and  comprehension  than  sembling  a  beautifiil  human  form,  yet,  in  every 
we  are  capable  of  surveying  villages,  cities  and  instance,  there  appeared  a  marked  diffbrence 
provinces.      Thus,  their  original  powers  and  between  them  and  human  beings.    The  angel 
capacities  havo  been  expanded,  and  their  vigour  who  appeared  at  the  tomb  of  our  Saviour,  «x- 
and  activity  strengthened;  and,  consequently,  hibited  a  bright  and  resplendent  form:  **His 
in  the  progress  of  duration,  their  acquisitions  of  countenance  was  like  the  brightness  of  light- 
wisdom  and  knowledge  must  indefinitely  sur^  ning,  and  his  raiment  as  white  as  snow,"  glit- 
pass  every  thing  that  the  mind  of  man  oan  con-  tering  with  an  extraordinary  lustre  beyond  what 
eeive.^— We  have  likewise  certain  intimations^  mortal  eyes  couU  bear.  The  angel  who  deiivefr* 
^hat,  among  these  celestial  beings,  there  are  ed  Peter  from  the  prison  to  which  he  had  beat 
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Donfinadlij  the  ijrwmy  oTHerodi  wm  arrayed  in 
such  splendour,  ibat  a  glorious  light  shonp 
through  the  whole  apartment  where  the  apoeue 
was  bound,  dark  and  gloomy  as  it  was.  That 
these  beings  have  organs  of  speech,  capabto  of 
forming  articulate  sounds  and  of  joining  in  mu- 
sicat  strains,  appears  form  the  words  they  utter- 
ed on  tliese  and  other  pccasionst  and  from  the 
song  they  sung  in  the  plains  of  Bethlehem,  when 
they  announced  the  birth  of  the  Saviour.  They 
appear  to  possess  the  property,  of  rendering 
themselves  invmbU  at  pleasure ;  for  the  angel 
that  appeared  to  Zacharias  in  the  sanctuary  of 
the  temple,  was  invisibk  to  the  surrounding  mul- 
titudes without,  both  at  the  time  of  his  entrance 
into,  and  his  exit  from  the  '*  holy  place."^ 

In  particular,  there  is  every  reason  to  con- 
clude, that  there  is  a  wonderful  variety  in  the 
number  and  acuteness  of  their  organs  oif  sensa- 
tion. We  find  a  considerable  variety,  in  these 
respects,  among  the  sensitive  beings  which  in- 
habit our  globe.  Sk>me  animals  appear  to  have 
only  om  sense,  as  the  miesete,  and  tbeseopAiylet,' 
many  have  but  two  senses ;  some  have  three ; 
and  man,  the  most  peHect  animal,  has  only^vc. 
These  senses,  too,  in  different  species,  differ 
very  considerably,  in  point  of  vigour  and  acute- 
ness.   The  dog  has  a  keener  scent,  the  stag  a 

•  To  what  Is  suted  In  this  paragraph  respecting 
angels,  it  will  doubtless  tie  ohjected,  '*  that  these 
tutelUgences  are  pure  evirUet  and  assume  corporeal 
forms  only  on  partloolar  occasions."  This  Is  an 
opinion  almost  universally  prevoJent;  but  It  is  a 
mere  assumption,  destitute  of  any  rational  or  scrip- 
tural argument  to  substantiate  its  truth.  There  is 
no  passafe  in  Scripture,  with  which  I  am  acquaint- 
ed, that  makes  such  an  assertion.  The  passage  in 
Psalmciv.  4,  "Who  maketh  his  aiuels spirits, and 
bis  ministers  a  flaming  fire,'*  has  frequently  been 
quoted  for  this  purpose  s  but  it  has  no  reference  to 
any  opinion  that  may  be  formed  on  this  point;  as 
the  passage  should  be  rendered,  **  Who  maketh  the 
winds  his  messengers,  and  a  flajnlng  Are  his  minis- 
tors."  Even  although  the  passage  were  taken  as 
it  stands  in  our  translation,  and  considorsd  as  re* 
ferrinj;  to  the  angels,  it  would  not  prove,  that  they 
are  pure  fanmaterial  substances ;  for,  while  they 
are  desigmtted  epirUe^  which  is  equally  applica- 
ble to  men  as  well  as  to  angels— they  are  also 
said  to  be  "  a  flaming  Are,'*  which  is  a  material  sub- 
stance. This  passage  seems  to  have  no  particular 
reference  to  either  opinion :  but,  if  considered  as 
expressing  the  attributes  of  angels,  its  meaning 
plainly  i8,'-that  they  are  endowed  with  toonderful 
aalvUy-^hAX  they  move  with  the  swiftness  of  the 
winds,  and  operate  with  the  force  and  energy  of 
flaming  Are ;— or.  In  other  words,  that  He,  in  whose 
service  they  are,  and  who  directs  their  movements, 
employs  tbem  "with  the  strength  of  winds,  and 
the  rapklity  of  lightnings." 

In  every  instance  in  which  angels  have  been  sent 
sn  embassies  to  mankind,  they  have  displayed  ten- 
r<Ne  qualities.  Theyexliibited  a  (fff^nife/orm  some- 
what analogous  to  that  of  man,  and  colour  and^ 
wplendour,  which  were  perceptible  by  the  organs  o' 
vision-^  they  emitted  eounde  which  struck  the  organ 
Sf  hearing— they  produced  the  harmonies  otmueie, 
and  sung  sutUme  sentiments  whlrh  were  uttered  in 
articulate  words,  that  were  distinctly  beanl  and  re* 
eognixed  by  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  sent, 
Luke  11. 14.— and  they  exerted  their  power  over  the 
sense  of  feMnf ;  for  the  angel  who  appeared  to 
Peter  in  the  prison,  "  emote  him  on  the  side,  and 
rvfsef  Mm  up:*   In  these  instances,  angels  manl* 


quidter  perception  of  sounds,  and  the  eag'e  aad 
the  lynx  more  acute  visual  organs  than  mankind. 
The  same  diversity  is  observable  in  the  forni 
and  the  number  of  sensitive  organs.  In  man, 
the  ear  is  short  and  erect,  and  scarcely  susctpti- 
ble  of  motion;  in  the  horse  and  the  ass,  it  is  Vng 
and  flexible ;  and  in  the  mole,  it  consists  simply 
of  a  bole  which  perforates  the  skull.  In  man 
there  are  two  eyes ;  in  the  scorpion  and  spider, 
eight ;  and  in  a  fly,  more  than  Jtot  thmteand. 

That  superior  beings,  connected  with  other 
worlds,  have  additional  senses  to  those  which 
we  possess,  is  highly  probid)le,  especially  whec 
we  consider  the  general  analogy  of  nature,  and 
the  gradations  which  exist  among  organised  be- 
ings in  our  world.  It  forms  no  reason  why  wo 
should  deny  that  such  senses  exist,  because  we 
can  form  no  distinct  conceptions  of  any  senses 
besides  those  whidi  we  possess.  If  we  had  been 
deprived  of  the  senses  of  nghl  and  hearings  and 
left  to  derive  all  our  inlSmnation  merely  through 
the  medimn  of  feeling,  tasting  and  smelling,  wo 
could  have  had  no  more  conception  of  articulate 
language,  of  musical  harmony  and  melody,  of 
the  beauties  of  the  earth,  and  of  the  glories  of 
the  sky,  than  a  musde,  a  vegetable,  or  a  stMie, 
To  limit  the  number  of  senses  which  intelligent 
organized  beings  may  possess  to  the  five  which 

fested  themselves  to  men,  through  the  medium  of 
three  principal  senses  by  which  we  recoimlse  the 
properties  of  material  ol^ts;  and  wliy.  then, 
should  we  consider  them  as  purely  immaterial  sub- 
stances, having  no  connection  with  the  visible  uni- 
verse f  We  have  no  knowledge  of  angels  but  ttom 
revelation :  and  all  the  descriptions  It  gives  of  these 
beliigs  leans  us  to  concltide,  that  they  are  connected 
with  the  world  of  matter,  as  well  as  with  the  world 
of  mind,  and  are  fnmished  with  oreanlcal  vehicles, 
composed  of  some  refined  material  substance  suita 
ble  to  their  nature  and  employments 

When  Christ  shall  appear  the  second  time,  we  are 
tokl  that  he  is  to  oomo,  not  only  in  the  glory  of  his 
Father,  but  also  in  "  the  glory  of  his  holy  angels," 
who  will  minister  to  him  and  increase  the  splen* 
dour  of  his  appearance.  Now,  the  glory  whico  the 
angels  will  display,  mnslbe  vUiUt,  and,  consequent- 
ly, material ;  otherwise  it  could  not  be  contemplated 
hf  the  assembled  Inhabitants  of  our  world,  and  could 

Ent  no  glory  or  lustre  to  their  view.  An  assem* 
of  purely  spiritual  beings,  however  numerous 
lowever  exalted  in  point  of  intelligence,  would 
be  a  mere  inanity,  in  a  scene  intended  to  exhibit  a 
9i»ibU  display  of  the  divine  supremacy  and  gran- 
deur.—The  vehicles  or  bodies  of  angels  are  doubtless 
of  a  much  finer  mould  than  the  bodies  of  men ;  but, 
although  they  were  at  all  times  Invisible  thn>u«h 
such  organs  of  vision  as  we  possess,  it  would  form 
no  proof  that  they  were  desUtute  of  such  corporeal 
frames.  The  air  we  breathe  is  a  material  substance, 
yet  It  is  UtvietUef  and  there  are  substances  whose 
'  *wlty  is  more  than  ten  times  greater  than  that  of 
tue  air  of  our  atmosphere.  Hydrogen  gas  is  more 
than  twelves  limes  lighter  than  copunon  atmo- 
spheric air.  If,  therefore,  an  organized  body  were 
formed  of  a  material  substance  simikur  to  air,  or  to 
hydrogen  gas,  it  would  in  general  be  invisible ;  buL 
In  certain  circumstances,  might  reflect  the  rays  or 
light,  and  bec<»ie  visible,  as  certain  of  the  lighter 
gaseous  bodies  are  found  to  da  This  Is,  In  soma 
measure,  exemplifled  in  the  case  of  ammatnitm, 
whose  bodies  are  Imperoepiible  to  the  naked  eya^ 
and  yet,  are  regularly  organised  material  so^ 
stances,  endowed  with  all  the  ftanctioos  fsqnlaltsts 
life,  motion,  and  eqjoyment 
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have  beOD  beetowcd  upon  bmb,  would  be  to  set  tain  it  w,  that  angels  are  endowed  with  seneea 

bounds  to  the  infinite  wisdom  and  skiU  of  the  or  faculties  which  enable  them  to  take  a  minute 

Creator,  who,  in  all  his  works,  has  displayed  an  surrey  of  the  solar  system,  and  of  the  greater 

ondlees  Tariety  in  the  mamier  of  aooomplisbing  part  c(  our  globe,  eren  when  at  a  vast  distance 

his  designs.    While,  in  the  terrestrial  sphere  in  from  oar  terrestrial  sphere ;  otherwise,  they  oc.  Id 

which  we  more,  our  views  are  limited  to  the  not  distinguish  the  particular  position  of  our 

§KUmal  aspects  of  phmts  and  animals— oi^an-  earth  in  its  annual  course  round  the  sun,  in  their 

ized  beings,  in  other  spheres,  may  have  the  desoem  from  more  distant  regions,  nor  direct 

iaculty  of  penetrating  into  their  iwlirwuf  (and  to  their  course  to  that  particular  country,  city,  or 

us,  invisible)  movement*— of  tracing,  an  animal  village,  s»HitK^  they  are  seat  on  any  special 

from  its  emlMryo-etatei  through  all  its  gradations  embassy.      ^ 

and  efolutions,  till  it  arrive  at  maturity— of  per-  What  has  been  now  said  in  reference  to  the 

ceiving,  at  a  j^ance,  and,  mm  it  were,  through  a  organs  of  vision,  is  equally  applicable  to  the 

transparent  m«iium,  the  interior  structure  ef  an  organs  of  Aeorm^,  and  to  se?eral  of  the  other 

animal) -the  CMnplicated  movements  of  its  cuf>  .  senses ;  and  since  faculties  or  senses,  such  as 

rious  machinery,  the  minute  and  diversified  those  I  have  now  supposed,  would  tend  lo  un- 

ramifications  of  its  vessels,  and  the  mode  in  veil  more  extensively  the  wonderful  operations 

which  its  several  fiinctions  are  perlbrmedr-of  of  the  Almighty,  and  to  excite  incessant  admi- 

discerning  the  fine  and  delicate  madiinery  which  ration  of  his  wisdom  and  beneficence,  it  is  rea- 

enters  into  the  construction,  and  produces  the  aonable  to  believe  that  be  has  bestowed  them  on 

various  motions  of  a  microscopic  animalculum,  various  orders  of  his  creatures  ibr  this  purpose 

and  the  curious  vessels,  and  the  circulation  of  — i«nd  that  man  may  be  endowed  with  similar 

juices  which  exist  in  the  body  of  a  plant — of  senses,  when  he  arrives  at  moral  perlisction,  and 

-tracing  the  secret  processes  which  are  going  on  is  frfaced  in  a  higher  sphere  of  existence, 

in  the  mineral  kingdom,  and  the  operation  of  Besides  the  topics  to  wfak^  I  have  now  ad- 

chymical  affinities  among  the  minute  particles  verted,  namely,  the  gradation  of  intellect,  and 

pf  matter,  which  produce  the  diversified  pheoo-  the  diveraity  of  corporeal  organixation— a  still 

mena  of  the  universe.  And,  in  fine,  those  senses  more  ample  and  imeresling  field  of  eontemphi* 

which  the  inhabitants  of  other  worlds  enjoy  in  tion  will  be  opened  in  the  histort  of  the  m»- 

common  with  us,  may  be  possened  by  them  in  merou»  tooddt  diiperted  thnughaui  the  imiverae, 

a   state   of  greater  acuteness  and  perfection,  —including  the  grand  and  delighlfiil,  or  the  aw* 

While  our  visual  organs  can  perceive  objects  ful  and  disastrous  events  which  have  taken  place 

distinctly,  only  within  the  limits  of  a  few  yards  in  the  several  regions  of  iniellecuial  existence. 

or  miles  around  us,  tAstr  organa  may  be  so  mo-  '  The  particulars  under  this  head  whicki  may 

dified  and  adjusted,  as  to  enid>le  them  to  perceive  be  supposed  to  gratify  the  enlightened  curiosity 

objects  with  the  same  distinctness,  at  the  die-  of  holy  intelligMtces,  are  such  as  the  following: 

tance  of  a  hundred  milee— or  even  to  descry  the  — >the  di^erent  periodt  in  duretioo  at  which  the 

scenery  of  distant  worlds*     If  our  powera  (^  various  habitable  globes  emerged  from  nothing 

vision  had  been  Qonfined  within  the  range  to  into  existence— the  dumgM  and  prevkma  or* 

which  a  worm  or  a  mite  is  circumscribed,  we  rangementa  through  which  they  passed,. before 

could  have  formed  no  conception  of  the  aropli-  they  were  r^lenii^ed  with  inhabitants-^he  di»- 

tude  of  our  present  range  of  view ;  and  it  is  by  tinguishing  ehar^ikerialie  feMtunt  of  evbrv  spe- 

no  m^iipis  improbable,  that  organixed  beings  ex-  cies  of  intellectu,al  beings— their  mode*  of  sets- 

ist,  v^l^Me  extent  of  viiion<ias  far  exceeds  ours,  fence,  of  improvement,  uid  of  social  imercourse 

as  ouH  exceeds  that  of  tha-  smallest  insect,  and  -—the  solemn  forms  of  wofJtip  and  adoration 

that'lthey  may  be  able  lo  perceive  the  diveraified  that. prevail  among  then»— the  latoa  of  oodal,  and 

landscapes  which  exist  in  other  worlds,  and  the  ofjnoni  order  peculiar  to  each  province  of  the 

movements  of  their  ^habitants,  as  diitincdy  as  divine  empire*^ — ihe  frogreu  they  Hoot  made 
we  perceive  the  objects  on  the  opposite  side  of 

a  river,  or  of  a  narrow  arm  of  the  sea.  J^ JSSi^^^liSof^lflnJfJI?  £Sii  fSJSSSH 

AA     £a^    t.      Ljji*        ji.*ji>^     L  mon  to  all  tlie  ordera  or  tnteUectual  Iwmgs  tbroach- 

After  Stephen  had  delivered  his  defence  be*  ^m  u^e  universe    The  two  principles  whleh  form 

fore  the  Sanhednm,  we  are  told  "  he  kxtked  up  the  basis  of  our  moral  taw  are  of  this  nature  »— 

mi»»Af»mi\%,  intA  hj»«Mi    himI  anw  thtfi  fflnrv  r*  "  Thou  Shalt  love  the  Lonl  thy  Ood  With  all  thine 

steadfastly  into  heaven,  and  saw  the  |lory  r  j^^^^^  and  with  aU  thine  underatandlna"  and  -thou 

God,  and  Jesus  standing  at  the  right  band  uf  phalt  k>ve  thy  neiffhbour  as  thyself.**   For  we  caa> 

God  ;  and  said,  Behold  I  see  the  heavens  open-  -Pot  suppose  th«  Deity  m  c«Mi»tencyvrtth  the  sane- 

mA  .n^ik.  oJ.  «f  m^^  t.^iin.  iwi  tki*  rloht  ^^  *"**  recUtudo  Of  hts  naturs^tefCTereeifcweJsiM, 

ed,  and  the  Son  of  man  standmg  on  tbe  ngtit  i^  reutlon  to  ony  eiass  of  inteUlcences.  or  to  ex 

hand  of  (Sod.**    Some  have  supposed  that  the  empi  them  ftom  an  obltcatlon  to  obey  them ;  and, 

fied  or  strengthened,  that  he  was  enabled  to  pe-  conduct  of  all  holy  beinxs  thiooghout  the  tromen 

netrate  into  that  particular  recion  where  the  gto-  slty  of  God's  empire,  and  which  unite  them  to  one 

wi4imA  iwwi»  Af  nUi^mt  mam  i«MM«.is.t«l«  rmmlAtm  anoihcr,  and  to  their  common  Creator.    But,  in  anb- 

nfied  body  of  Christ  more  immediately  resides,  oidlnatlon  to  these  principles  or  laws,  iheie  may 

But  whether  his  opinion  be  teiiabla  or  not,  cer-  be  a  variety  of  special  moral  lawa,  adapted  to  the 
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Ai  hiwcMf  t  and   Um  diaeoveriM  tkejr  hav«  moral  disorderi  in  tbose  world*  been  ovcn^iei 

brougfai  to  ligliti  rMp«cting  the  works  and  tbo  and  eoooteracted  by  the  proTidential  ditpea 

ways  of  God-^the  pecithar  m^ntfuUitionM  of  satioDs  of  the  Almighty  7     Here,  a  thousand 

bimB<4f  which  the  Divine  Baing  may  have  made  questions  would  crowd  upon  the  mind,  a  variety 

to  them,  "  at  sundry  timea  and  in  divers  man-  of  emotions  of  opposite  kinds  wouM  be  excited, 

nen**— the    most  remarkable  our/  and  msro^  and  a  most  ioterestiag  field  of  investigation  wouU 

tnwU  which  have  happened  since  the  period  of  be  laid  open  totbs  oontemplatien  of  the  redeemed 

their  qreaiion— iheet«ib(e  tmbUma  of  Ae  Divhu  inhabitants -of  such  a  woiid  as  ours.    And,  it  is 

Preaenee  and  glory  which  are  displayed  before  easy  to  cotteeive,  with  what  kindred  emotions  and 

them— the  information  they  have  obtained  respect-  sympathetic  feelings,  and  with  what  transporting 

Ing  Ike  tranaaetiont  and  the  moral  gommme^  qf  gratulations,  ihe  renovated  inhabitants  of  such 

elAsriearJds— >the  various  stages  of  improvement  worlds,  wouU  recognise  each  other,  ehouki  they 

through  which  they  are  appointed  to  pass— the  ever  be  brought  into  contact,  and  permitted  to 

different  regions  of  the  universe  to  which  they  mingle  their  ascriptions  of  praise  to  the  Creator 

mny  be  transported,  and  the  final  destination  to  and  Redeemer  of  world*. 

which  they  are  appointed.  Even  in  those  worlds  where  the  inhabitants 

In  particular,  the  facts  connected  with  their  have  retained  their  primeval  innocence,  there 

moral  hutory^  in  so  far  as  they  may  be  unfolded,  may  be  an  almost  infinite  variety  in  the  divine  dia- 

will  form  an  mteresting  subject  cf  discourse  and  peniations,  both  in  amoral,  and  intellectual  pout 

of  contemplation.    It  is  highly  probable,  when  of  view.— -As  finite  inldUgencea,  from  their  very 

we  consider  the  general  benignity  of  the  Divine  nature,  are  yragruaim  beinga,  and,  therefore, 

Nature,  and  the  numoroos  evidences  of  it  whidi  cannot  be  supposed  to  aoqaire  all  the  treasures  of 

appdar  throuj^hout  the  whole  kingdom  of  anima-  wisdom  and  knowledge,  and  to  comprehend  all 

ted  nature— that  the  inhabitants  of  the  greatest  the  multifiirioua  displays  of  divine  perfection, 

portion  of  the  universal  aystem,  have  retained  during  the  first  stages  of  their  eiistenee    there 

the  moral  rectitude  in  which  they  were  created,  may  be  an  admirable  diversity  of  modes,  correa- 

and  are,  consequently,  in  a  atate  of  periect  hap-  ponding  to  their  peculiar  circomatanoea  and  atagea 

pineaa.    But,  sinoo  we  know,  from  painful  expe-  of  improvement,  by  which  the  Creator  may  gra- 

rience,  that  one  world  has  swerved  from  its  allegi-  dually  unfold  to  ihem  the  gk)ry  of  hia  nature,  and 

ance  to  the  Creator,  and  been  plunged  into  the  enable  them  to  take  a  more  extensive  aorvay  of 

depths  of  physical  and  moral  evil,  it  is  not  at  all  the  magnitude  and  order  of  his  dominions.  Some 

improbable,  that  the  inhabitants  of  several  other  may  be  only  emerging  from  the  first  principles 

worlds  have  been  permitted  to  fall  into  a  aimilar  of  acience,  like  Adam  aoon  after  hia  creation,  and 

calamity,— for  thia  purpoae  among  others— that  may  tiave  arrived  but  a  fbwdegreea  beyond  the 

the  importance  of  moral  order  might  be  demon-  aphere  of  knowledge  whidi  bounda  the  view  of 

atrated,  that  the  awful  cenaeqnencea  of  a  violation  man ;  otheramay  have  arrived  at  a  point  where  they 

of  the  eternal  laws  of  heaven  might  be  clearly  ean  take  a  more  expansive  survey  of  the  orderi 

manifissled,  and  that  afield  might  be  laid  open  economy,  and  relations  of  material  and  intdleo- 

f  Mr  the  display  of  the  rectitude  and  mmtjf  of  Ood  aa  ttial  ezisteneea/— while  othera  after  having  ooo* 

the  moral  Governor  of  the  nniverae.  In  reference  tempUted,  lor  agea,  a  wide  extent  of  creation, 

to  auch  cases  (if  any  exist)  the  points  of  inquiry  in  owi  district  of  the  empire  of  God,  may  ba 

woulJ  naturally  be— What  b  the  ultiaaate  deati-  transported  to  a  new  and  a*  diatant  provkMM  of 

nation  of  those  beinga  who,  in  other  regiona  of  the  uoiverae,  to  oootemplate  the  periectiona  of 

creation,  have  acted  the  part  of  rebellious  man ?  Deity  in  aaodier  point  of  viewi  and  to  investigate 

Haa  their  Creator  interpoaed  fi>r  their  deliver-  and  admire  a  new  aoene  of  wonders.— Jf  oftry 

anoe  in  a  manner  analt^oua  to  that  in  which  he  individual  of  iha  human  race,  from  hia  birth  to 

liaa  aoeomplished  the  redemption  of  mankind  f  hia  death,  paaaea  through  a  train  of  providences 

If  ao,  wherein  do  «<ich  aehemea  of  meiey  di(^  peculiar  to  himaell^  it  appeara  at  leaat  highly 

fiw,  aJMi  wherein  do  they  agree  with  the  plan  of  probable,  reaaoning  from  the  amdogiea  to  whioh 

salvation  by  Jetius  Chrlsi  ?     What  scenes  of  ^e  hJ've  already  adverted,  ani  Crom  the  variety 

moral  ev  il  hiave  been  diaplayed,  and  bow  have  the  that  every  where  appeara  in  the  natural  and  moral 

_    ,._  .        ^    ^         ^      .   .  world,   that  the  mvine  diapcnaationa  towards 

peeoliar  aeonomj,  clreumataneea  and  relatlona,  .-..,  Aimii^t  «i.^  «/  iniIiiIL»*  k.2...   k.«« 

Which  exist  In  each  disttnot  wortd.   As  we  hai^  •^•'^  ««*"■««  «■■■  «  mteUigent  bewga,  have 

aaitaln  special  laws,  In  our  moral  code,  such  as  the  aome  atriking  pecnliaritiea,  which  do  not  axaody 


of  aome  ether  worlds,  so  (W  may  have  various  '^^^  ■<>*"*  portion,  at  least,  of  the  natnral  aad 

speetflo  regulations  or  laws,  which  cannot  apoly  moral  history  of  other  worMs  will  be  laid  opa» 

to  us  In  our  preaant  atale.    The  reader  will  And  tn  th«  faumMtf  inn  «r  w»Ammm„mA  ■wm  i.  tk.  0^,^ 

«  paitlcular  llluatnitlon  of  the  two  ftmdamental  *®  *?*  tuapaolion  oT  redeemed  men  m  the  firtura 

•aws  to  Which  I  have  now  adverted,  and  of  their  workl,  may  be  argued  firom  this  consideratioPr- 

apljlleation  to  the  inhabltanu  of  all  worlds»  tn  a  that  such  views  will  tend  totmfaid  tha  •^"^^  ^«- 

work  which  I  lately  puUlsbed,  entitled, "  Ttu  Phi.  Z^^^Zr  ,Znl"  .!  i  .flrllu  ^ 


hanp/tw  o/  luurion  t  or.  an  mostratlon  of  the  Mo-     '***^  V  «« -0»<y>  and  to  display  more  fnOy  hit 
ml  Laws  of  the  Universe."  intelligence,  wisdom,  and  rectiiude,  in  the  divert 
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.  fUiact  iBodM  of  his  adminislratioo,  u  the  Gorer-  raptare  addod  to  thoir  tong  of  praise.— Tho 
nor  of  the  unirerie.  We  have  reaaon  lo  believe  knowledge  of  the  saintg  in  heaven  it  repreeeot- 
that  the  material  cifeation  eziete  solely  for  the  ed  ae  beia;  very  accorate  and  oompcehspsive^ 
sake  of  sent  ieoi  and  intelligent  beings;  and  that  Hence  it  is  declared,  that,  in  that  siate  of  per- 
it  has  been  arranged  into  distinct  departments,  fectioo,  "  they  shall  know,  even  as  also  they  are 
and  peopled  with  various  ranks  of  intellectual  known.*'  This  expression  certainly  denotes  a  ve- 
natures,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  giring  a  dis-  ry  high  degree  of  knowledge  respecting  the  works 
play  of  the  moral  attributes  of  God,  and  of  do-  «nd  the  ways  of  God ;  aikl,  thereibra,  most  com- 
monslrating  the  indispensable  necessity  and  the  mentators  explain  it  as  eoosisting  in  such  an 
eternal  obligation  of  the  moral  laws  he  has  enact-  intuitive  and  comprehensive  knowledge  "as 
ed,  in  order  to  secure  the  hairiness  of  the  whole  thall  bear  some  fair  resemblance  to  that  of  the 
intelligent  system.  And,  if  so,  we  may  reason-  Divine  Being,  which  penetrates  to  the  very  oen- 
ably  conclude,  that  a  certain  portion  of  the  divine  tre  of  every  object,  and  sees  through  the  soul, 
dispensations  towards  other  classes  of  the  intel-  And  all  things,  as  at  one  single  glance  ;"  orj  at 
ligent  creation,  will  ultimately  be  displayed  to  least,  that  "  thf  ir  knowledge  of  heavenly  objects 
our  view. — This  position  may  likewise  be  argued  *hall  be.  as  certain,  immediate  and  familiar,  as 
from  the  &ct  that  other  intelligences  have  been  viy  of  their  immediate  friends  and  acquaintances 
made  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  our  world,  >>o^  kave  of  them."*  And,  if  such  interpreia- 
and  the  tenor  of  the  dispensations  of  God  towards  tions  be  admitted,  this  knowledge  must  include 
our  race.  The  angelic  tribes  have  been  frequently  &  minute  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  dispen- 
■ent  on  embassages  to  our  terrestrial  sphere.  On  sations  of  the  Creator  towards  other  worlds,  and 
such  occasions  they  have  indicated  an  intimate  other  orders  of  moral  and  intelligent  agents, 
acquaintance  with  the  most  interesting  transao-  In  regard  to  the  mamur  in  which  information 
tions  which  have  taken  place  among  us ;  and  we  respecting  the  strucuve,  the  bhabitants,  and  the 
are  informed,  that  they  still  *'  desire  to  pry  into"  history  of  other  worlds  may  be  communicated, 
the  scheme  of  redemption,  and  "  to  learn  "  from  <>ur  limited  knowledge  affbnis  no  certain  data  on 
the  divine  dispensations  towards  the  church  ^*  the  which  to  groimd  a  definite  opinion.  We  may, 
manifold  wisdom  of  God."*  Some  notices  of  however,  reasonably  suppose,  that  an  intercourse 
the  history,  the  employments,  and  the  destination,  *<»d  oorrespondenee  will  be  Occasionally  opened 
of  these  cdestial  faNsings  have  likewise  been  con-  tip,  by  means  of  celestial  beings  endowed  with 
▼eyed  to  us.  We  know  that  th^  hold  an  eleva-  Acuities  of  rapid  motion,  who  may  communicate 
ted  station  in  the  kingdom  of  Providence ;  that  ptrticular  details  of  the  intelligence  they  acquire 
they  are  possessed  of  great  power  and  wisdom,  m  the  r^ions  they  are  accustomed  to  vuit. 
of  wonderful  activity,  of  superior  intellectual  Su<^  correspondence  has  already  oartially  tak<*n 
faculties,  and  of  consummate  holiness  and  recti-  pli^ce  in  our  world,  by  means  or  those  beings 
tude  of  nature ;  that  they  are  employed  on  oer-  termed,  in  Scripture,  **  the  angels,"  or  "  the 
tain  occasions  as  ambassadors  from  God  to  man,  messfn^erv  of  Jehovah ;"  and,  it  n  highly  proba- 
in  executing  his  judgments  upon  the  wicked,  and  ^^*i  ^^  d>*Q  continued  in  his  state  of  original 
ministering  to  the  heirs  of  salvation ;  and  that  a  integrity,  that  such  sngelic  embassies  would 
certain  number  of  them  fell  from  the  high  station  ^^^^  ^i>  much  more  frequent  than  they  have 
in  which  they  were  originally  placed,  and  plunged  ^<*c  been,  and  we  might  have  been  made  ac* 
themselves  bto  a  state  of  sin  and  perdition.  We  q<uiinted,  in  this  way,  with  some  outlines  of  the 
have  therefore  reason  to  believe,  that  it  is  one  part  physical  and  moral  scenery  of  other  worlds,  par- 
of  the  plan  of  the  government  ofGkxl,  to  disclose  the  ticularly  of  those  which  iMslong  to  our  own  sys- 
history  of  one  species  of  intellectual  beings  to  an-  tem— of  which  we  must  now  be  contented  to 
other,  in  such  portions,  and  at  such  seasons,  as  domain  in  ignorance ;  and  must  have  recourse  to 
may  seem  most  proper  to  tnflnite  Wisdom,  and  '^^  ^^^  of  reason,  and  science,  and  observation, 
best  suited  to  the  state  and  character,  and  the  i"  ord^'  *<>  ^^ce  some  very  general  outlines  of 
gradual  improvement  of  hM  intelligent  offspring.  ^^<^  physical  economy.  T^is  is,  doubtless,  one 
In  conformity  to  what  has  been  now  advanced ,  deplorable  eflfoct,  among  others,  of  the  apoetacy  of 
we  find  the  saints  in  heaven  represented  as  utter-  man— that  intelligences  endowed  with  mwal  por- 
ing a  song  of  praise  to  Gkx!,  m  consequence  of  the  f(K:tion  can  no  longer  hold  familiar  intercourse 
Jiurvry  they  had  taken  of  his  moral  administra-  ^^^  l^  rac^  of  Adam,  but  in  so  fiir  as  they  are 
tion,  and  of  the  admiration  it  excited.  "  They  employed  by  their  Creator  in  communicating  oc- 
sing  the  song  of  Moses,  and  the  song  of  the  casional  messages,  which  have  a  respect  merely 
Lamb,  saying,  Jtut  and  tnte  are  V^  im^s,  thou  ^^  ^^^^  moral  renovaiion.f — We  may  Hkewis'>, 
Kmg  o/mdntMj**  And,  in  proportion  as  the  dis-  .o^  ,x^,^^  .  ^  «  ._ 
pensations  of  Providence  towards  other  worlds  Cor^ti?^'*'*'"  '  "^  ^^^  paiaphmse  on  I 
arA  unfolded,  in  the  same  proportion  will  their  *  It  li  protnble  that  the  celestial  betngs  who  have 
views  of  Jehovah's  "  eternal  riifhtiinucnAM**  h«  •«ca«l«n»lly  beW  a  communication  with  our  race, 
.™Li^  T  T  •  ngnteoutness  be  „^  ^m.  all  of  the  snme  species,  or  InhaMt  the  smihi 
axpamed,  and  a  new  note  of  admiration  and  regions  i  since  they  are  dlsthigulshed  in  Scrtpture 

«>«—-, ,„  ..     .-^     .  tiydltrtrent names. as Semphlni.Chena>ijn»Thi««sa. 

•aBeEphes.U!.io.   lPeiarl.it.    ,  Dominions,  Angels.  Archancels.  *o. 
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I 

[  wnh  ■OOM  degrao  of  prcbabilitj,  tuppote,  that  tnt  with  hit  office  as  the  "  Mediator  betwoMi 

I  every  distinct  order  of  holy  ioteUigeaces,  afler  God  and  man/'  and  to  his  character  as  the 

I  having  resided  fur  a  cerUia  Dumber  of  ages,  in  **  Messenger  of  Jehovah,'*  and  the  «  Revealer** 

f  one  r^on  of  the  universe,  may  be  conveyed  to  of  the  divine  dispensations. 

L  as  '<her  province  of  creaiioo,  to  investigate  the         Pointing  to  some  dieunt  world,  (which,  eveii 

t  new  scenes  of  wisdom  and  omnipotence  there  to  the  acute  visual  organs  of  heavenly  beings, 

unfolded, — and  so  on,  in  a  continued  series  of  may  appear  only  as  a  small  lucid  speck  in  their 

transportations,  throughout  the  ages  of  eternity,  sky,)  we  may  suppose  him  giving  such  a  descant 

We  know  Uiat  man  is  destined  to  undergo  such  as  the  following :— *'  That  world  presents  a  very 

a  change  of  k)cality ;  aad  although  sin  has  madu  difTcren*  aspect  from  what  yours  once  did,  owing, 

*he  paasage  from  one  worid  to  another,  assume  a  chiefly  to  the  moral  purity  and  perfection  of  its 

^  gloony  and  alarming  aspe.4,  it  may  nevertheless  inhabitants.    7A<r«,  the  most  grand  and  varie* 

be  an  example,  (though  in  a  different  manner)  gated  objects  adorn  their  celestial  canopy  ;  and 

of  those  removals  which  take  place  with  respect  Uie  scenes  around  their  babitatioos  are  inters 

!o  other  beings,  from  one  province  of  creatioa  to  mingled  with  every  thing  that  is  beautiful  to  the 

;  another.    Nor  have  we  any  reason  to  believe,  eye,  and  gratifying  to  the  senses  and  the  imagi- 

^  that  the  locality  in  which  we  sl'nll  be  placed,  nation.    Neither  scorching  heats,  nor  piercing 

after  the  general  resurree:son,  will  form  our  per-  colds,  nor  raging  storms,  ever  disttirb  the  lrai>> 
manenC  Jid  everlasting  abode;  otherwiae,  we  quillity  of  those  happy  mansions.  The  fine 
should  be  eternally  cliained  down,  aJ  ^^e  are  at  etherial  fluid  which  they  breathe  produces  a  peiw 
present  to  a  small  comer  of  creation.  petual  flow  of  pleasing  emotions,  and  sharpens 
In  regard  to  the  redeomed  inhabitants  of  our  and  invigorates  their  intellectual  powers  ibr 
world,  tbe^e  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that  the  eytry  investigation.  The  peculiar  reGractive  and 
RttUimer  himself,  he,  "  in  whom  dwell  all  the  reflective  powers  possessed  by  the  atmospheric 
•  treasures  of  wisdom  aad  knowledge,"  will  be  fluid  which  surrounds  them,  produce  a  variety  of 
•no  grand  medium  through  which  information  grand  and  beautiful  effects,  sometimee  exhibiiinc 
will  be  communicated  respecting  the  distant  glo-  aerial  landscapes,  and  scenes  emblematical  of 
ries  of  Jehovah*s  empire.  This  seems  to  be  moral  harmony  and  perfection,— sometimes  a 
directly  intimated,  though  in  metaphorical  Ian-  magnifioent  display  of  the  riches  and  most  va- 
guage,  in  the  following  passage  from  the  book  of  riegated  colouring,  and  sometimes  reflecting  the 
Revelation :  **  The  Lamb  who  is  in  the  nudst  of  images  of  the  celestial  orbs  in  various  aspects 
Che  throne  shall  feed  them,  and  shall  lead  them  and  degrees  of  msgaitude.  Their  vegetable 
t»  fbuntaias  of  living  water."  Knowledge  is  kingdom  is  enriched  with  a  variety  of  produc* 
the  food  of  the  mind ;  and  in  this  sense  the  term  tions  unknown  in  your  former  worid,  diversified 
*  is frsquently  applied  in  the  Scriptures:—**  I  will  with  thousands  of  different  forms,  shades,  co- 
give  them  pastors  (saith  God)  after  mine  own  lours,  and  perfumes,  which  shed  a  delicious  fi«- 
.  heart,  who  shall  feed  tkun  with  knowkdgt  and  g'ranee  all  around.  The  inferior  sentient  beings 
mndtrdmiulMg**  **  Feed  the  church  of  God,"  are  likewise  diflersnt,  and  exhibit  such  iageni* 
says  the  apostle  Peter ;  that  is,  instruct  them  in  ous,  mild,  and  affectionate  disposiiinns,  as  con- 
Ihe  knowledge  of  the  truths  of  religion.  There-  tribute,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to  tho 
lore,  by  imparting  to  his  saints  a  knowledge  of  pleasure  aad  entertainment  of  the  more  intelli- 
*  (he  plana  aiid  operations  of  God,  and  inform*-  gent  order  of  the  inhabitants.  The  organs  of 
Hon  respecting  the  magnificence  of  his  works  in  vision  of  these  intelligences  are  so  acute,  that 
the  regions  around,  **  the  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  they  are  enabled  to  perceive,  as  through  a  trans- 
ihe  throne  wiUfsti  lAem,"  by  gratifying  their  in*  parent  medium,  the  various  chymical  and  mecha- 
tollectual  powers,  and  their  desires  after  know-  nical  processes  that  are  incessantly  going  on  in 
ledge ;  and  the  noble  and  transporting  trains  of  the  numberless  ramifications  of  the  vegetable 
thought  which  such  discoveries  ;viii  inspire,  (and  tribes,  and  in  the  more  curious  and  complicated 
which  may  be  aptly  compared  to  the  effect  pro-  stnicture  of  animal  bodies ;  for  the  Creator  has  or- 
duced  by  *'  fountains  of  living  wate^^'  on  a  parch*  dained,  as  one  part  of  their  mental  enjoynsents, 
ed  traveller,)  will  arrest  all  the  faculties  of  their  that  thisy  shall  be  furnished  with  the  means  of 
souls,  and  fill  them  **  with  joy  unspeakable  and  tracing  the  mode  €(  his  operations,  and  the  de- 
fall  of  glory."  signs  they  are  intended  to  accomplish  in  the  dii^ 

PerlMps,  it  may  not  be  beyond  the  bounds  of  fbrent  departments  of  nature, 
probability  to  suppose,  that,  at  certain  seasons,        *'  They  are  likewise  extensively  acquainted 

during  a  grand  convocation  of  the  redeemed  with  with  moral  scienoe-^with  the  moral  relations  of 

Jesus  their  exalted  head  president  among  them  intelligent  beings  to  their  Creator,  and  to  one 

— that  glorious  personage  may  impart  to  them  another,  and  with  the  riutlines  of  the  history  of 

!  knowledge  of  the  most  exalted  kind,  direct  their  several  other  worlds ;  for  the  leading  facts  in  the 

views  to  some  bright  manifestations  of  Deity,  and  history  of  your  world,  respecting  the  &ll  of  man, 

deliver  must  interesting  lectures  on  the  works  and  tui  dismal  consequences,  and  your  subseqvsal 

«M  ways  of  God.    This  would  be  quite  accord-  redeu^tjon  and  renovatioo,  have  bean 
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to  Ihma,  far  tht  parpoM  of  eabrgiiif  wa^,  and  b  a  diflereat eonditfen.    It  b  allmi 

lb«ir  VMfw  cf  OmTs  iwml  dwpeMatioBi,  aad  Mad  tiniM  krger  dm  the  globe  yoa  oooa  in* 

flhwtratiflg  die  fo^imde  nd  benefole^ce  it  hie  habited,  end  wae  vi^maRy  ane/ed  with  efl  tfaM 

goremmeot.— In  their  intefeeame  end  aeiod-  Hegnificeiioe  and  beuty  which  charafetorise  the 

atioae,  bo  dieoordant  Toice  ie  ercr  heard,  no  works  of  the  Creator.    Dorinf  a  eoariderabW 

■yptOBi  of  dieaihftien  evar  appeaw,  no  boieter-  period  its  ibhabitaats  retained  their  allcgianee 

MS  pneeioM  ever  disturb  their  tranquillity ;  bat  te  their  BCaker,  and  their  aieetion  far  each  other, 

all  ie  harmony  and  onleri  peaee  and  love.    Their  Bat  eenain  indiTidtude,  whooi  a  principle  of 

proysse  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  bis  pride  and  anbicion  had  led  lo  desire  statioas  of 

wDfbs,  is  rapid  and  anre,  fartbey  see  deariy  the  pra>eminenee,  having  dared  to  violate  aome  of 

fcst  principles  of  an  reasoning  and  seienee ;  mi,  the  fondaoMOtal  laws   cf  ibeir  Crcatori— the 

withevt  oace  anking  a  fidse  step,  or  dedoeing  an  nairal  torpitude  which  this  diepositian  and  eoa« 

erroneoos  oondnmon,  thsy  tnee  theas  with  rapi*  doet  prodoeed,  gradnally  sprtad  fioni  one  rub 

dity  and  esrtainty,  to  all  their  legitimate  eon8»-  to  another,  tiO  the  wiiole  nwm  of  ila  inhabitaain 

fBsness.    Their  aeqoainlance  with  natural  and  was  completely  dNntsiainsted,  and  plonged  into 

moral  fads  is  extensive  and  nunnte.    For  the  a  gvlph  of  misery.    To  soch  a  drandfal  length 

most  saersd  regard  is  attached  to  truth,  vdneh  hM  this  depravity  proceeded,  that  even  the  m»» 

was  never  onee  violated  in  that  happy  society ;  teinal  aspect  of  that  worid,  which  was  onoe  fair 

and,  therefara,  every  diseovery,  every  new  doe-  as  Eden,  has  aaswned  the  appearance  of  a 

trine  and  fact  whidi  ii  broi^ht  to  light  by  any  glooaiy  waste,  smi  a  barren  wildsmesa.    The 

individval,  is  regarded  by  all  others  as  an  estn*  rivers  have  been  tamed  out  of  their  omrse,  by 

ktisbed  truth  which  is  never  called  in  question,  these  infatuated  beings,  dial  th^  raight  ovcitfow 

and  which  serves  to  direct  and  facilitate  all  their  and  change  into  a  maisb  the  onoe  fertile  plains, 

ether  HJeeaiUius.    Unlike  the  emggerations  and  The  earth  has  been  dug  into  isMuense  pits  and 

falsehoods  which  wera  onee  propagated  by  lying  chasms,  and  the  vegetdUs  ttibes  have  beea  tora 

travellen  and  sceptical  philosofrfkers,  in  your  from  their  roots  and  stripped  of  their  venkve,  in 

farmer  world,  which  tended  to  bewttder  the  am*  order  to  deface  the  primeval  beauty  of  creation. 

iouB  Inquirer,  and  to  obscura  the  radianee  of  By-these,  and  other  horrible  devastations,  the 

troth ;  ia  yonder  worM  truth  w  regarded  as  a  ethereal  fluid  in  whkfa  they  breathed,  which 

most  snersd  and  invaluable  treasure,  as  the  bneis  farmeriy  diffused  a  deligbifiil  iiagraace,  has  now 

sf  the  happinen  of  the  moral  miverse,  and  the  beooine  the  receptade  of  noieoBBe  exhalations, 

faundation  on  which  rests  the  throne  of  the  eter-  which   nnusenle  and  irritate  every  species  of 

nal ;  and,  thsrafcre,  being  never  violated  by  any  sensitive  exirtenee.    Its  brillianey  hs«  thereby 

individual,  every  tesCimony  and  nisertioo  is  r^  become  obscured,   so  that  their  sun  appeara 

esived  with  mibesitating  ooafideaoe.    By  a  rapid  Umenag  through  its  dense  rapows,  like  a  dml^ 

BMde  of  oonnBuaicatiea  which  has  been  estn-  ball ;  and  their  noctoraal  sky,  which  onee  pre- 

bliehed,  their  intereoorsee  with  each  other  are  sented  a  splendid  assemblage  of  shining  orbs.  It 

frequent  nnd  delightfal,  and  thedisooveries  which  now  covered  with  blacknera,  and  darknem,  and 

ara  made  of  the  eperatioas  of  inftiite  wisdom  and  tempest,  through  which  no  eelsstial  orb  ever 

benevolence,  ara  quKkly  eireulsted  through  aH  transmits  the  least  glimmering  ray.    For  the 

the  intelltgent  nmks  of  that  abode  of  felicity  and  almighty  Contriver  of  all  worlds  has  so  arranged, 

love.   Beingifromotherworids  occasionally  visit  proportioned,  and  adjusted  every  cireumstanea 

thsm,  and  convey  interesting  iiMelligenee,  and  in  the  constitution  of  natora,  that  the  sssaOesl 

nflTectionate  eongratulatiens  from   the   regions  dei|mgetnent,  by  malevotent  bemgs,  of  the  order 

whence  they  came. ;  and  a  gkirious  symbol  of  be  has  established,  is  always  prodsctive  of  dia* 

the  divine  Majesty  was  faaely  displayed  in  their  nstrous  effects. 

finnameot,  (rom  which  was  announced,  in  ma-        "  Instead  of  being  animated  with  love  to  their 

jestie  but  mild  and  transpcvting  language— the  Creator,  and  to  one  another,  which  is  the  first 

approbatioo  of  their  Creator,  and  his  wwyme  of  dnty  of  aN  fofeIlii*ffnt  creatures,  they  Iwte  their 

translating  them,  as  a  rsward  of  their  obedience,  Maker,  and  ^prse  him  on  account  of  the  exise* 

to  another  rsgion  of  hii  empire,  to  behold  new  enee  he  has  given  them;  and  they  hate  each 

displays  of  his  beneficence  and  power.  other,  with  a  perfect    hatred.     Thera  exists 

**  This  is  a  specimen  of  the  moral  order  and  among  tliem  no  peace,  justice,  sjrrapathy,  friend 
hspptnoM  which  prevail  among  the  greater  part  ship,  or  confidence.  Every  one  beholds  and  re- 
ef those  worUs  vrfiicb  shine  from  afar  in  yonder  cognises  another  with  the  countenance  of  a  fiend^ 
firmament,  but  which  are  distinguished  by  a  va-  and  is  ever  intent  upon  annoying  htm  to  the  ut« 
riety  of  peculiar  circumstanoes,  whidi  shall  be  most  of  his  power.  And,  wera  it  not  fhm  fiietr 
uafetded  on  another  occasion."  bodies  are  constructed  on  an  immartai  prindplei 

Direotiag  their  riew  to  another  distant  orb,  so  that  no  power  less  than  infinite  can  compleiek 

^riiich  appeara  tike  a  dim  ruddy  speck  in  an  oh-  destroy  lhem,-Mb6tr  ferocious  passions  woold^ 

of  the  firmament,  he  mav  thus  long  era  now,  have  eff»eted  the  utter  exterminn* 

**  Thaty  taa»  is  a  world  on  a  difiSwsnl  tlon  of  every  mdividual  ia  that  populsoa  bet 
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irorid.     Their  bodiosy  which  wtre  fttiltyworU.'    To  both  heiiiiiph«r«i  of  this  glob*^ 

•ooe  Ikir  and  glorioui,  «ro  bow  oovored  with  hmJI  the  joyful  mewage  be  proGlaiaied.     Thir 

every  nerh  of  rileneaii  ftod  deformity.    They  sudden  aod  unexpected  umouncemeBt  nriU  arrest 

have  no  delight  in  oootemplatUig  the  glories  <^  the  attention  of  every  inhabitant,  and  rekindle 

their  Creator's  worksMnship,  for  they  have  d»-  in  bis  breast  those  sparks  of  gratitude,  which 

freed  every  beaaty  which  creation  displayed,  had  been  so  long  eztinguiihad.    To  prore  the 

when  it  cane  (resh  and  (air  from  the  hand  of  ita  eincerity  of  this  annunctatien,  the  *  Power  of  the 

Maker ;  and  the  intelligenee  and  wisdom  they  Highest'  will  be  interposed  to  purify  tbe  aimoa- 

formerly  poseesMd,  are  now  obliterated,  and  pbere,  to  restore  the  desolations  which  had  been 

changed  into  ignorance  and  IbOy.  produced,  and  to  renew  the  &oe  of  nature.    A 

"  At    the   commencement  of  this  affecting  series  of  moral  instructions  will  coaunence,  and 

scene  of  depravity,  a  messenger  was  despatched  be  carried  on  with  vigour,  till  all  be  fiiUy  con* 

by  their  Almighty  Sovereign  to  warn  them  of  vinced  of  the  (oily  and  impiety  of  tlieir  conduce, 

their  danger,  and  to  urge  tliem  to  reformation ;  Order  will  be  gradually  re-established ;  afieo* 

but,  as  thev  had  not  then  felt  ihe  Aill  effects  of  tionate  inieroourses  will  oommenoe;  an  indelible 

Chat  wretchedness  into  which  they  were  pkmg-  impression  of  their  ingratitude  and  wickedness, 

ing— after  a  few  temporary  pangs  of  remorse,  and  of  the  justice  and  benevolence  of  God,  will 

'  they  returned  every  one  to  his  evil  waya.'  be  for  ever  fixed  in  their  minds,  which  will  sseura 

Holy  intelligences,  ftom  other  worlds,  have  o^  them,  at  all  future  periods,  from  a  similar  apos- 

easionally  iMen  sent,  to  contemplate  the  gloomy  tacy ;  and  peace,  truth,  and  happiness  shaH  finally 

aspect,  snd  the  sad  desolaiioas  of  this  wretched  reign  triumphant." 

world ;  in  order  that  they  might  bring  back  in-  On  such  topics  as  these,  may  we  suppose  oat 

felligence  to  the  worlds  with  which  they  are  Redeemer,  in  the  character  of  Mediator,  oocap 

more  immediately  cooneeted,  of  ihe  dismal  e&  sionally  to  expatiate,  with  irresistible  eloquence, 

fects  produced  by  the  violation  of  those  eternal  when  presiding  in  the  assen4>liesofhis redeemed; 

laws  of  rectitude  whieh  the  Governor  of  tbe  uni*  and  the  emotions  produced  by  such  oommunic»- 

terse  has  ocdained.    The  Creator  has,  for  many  tions,  will  doubtless  excite  them  to  join  in  umson 

ages,  permitted  those  physical  and  moral  disor*  in  oelebratiog  the  divine  character  and  adminit* 

4en  to  exisfr— not  because  he  delights  in  the  tration,  in  such  strains  as  these  >—<*  Haileluia! 

misery  of  any  of  his  creatures,  but  because  be  the  Lofd  God  oomipoient  nrigneih.    True  and 

has  a  regard  to  the  ultimate  happiness  of  the  righteous  are  his  judgments.     Salvation,  and 

whole  intelligent  system.    He  leavee  them,  in  glory,  and  honour,  and  power,  onto  the  Lord  our 

the  mean  time,  *  to  eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own  God.    Thou  art  worthy  to  receive  glory,  honour, 

ways,'  that  they  ssay  feel  the  fiill  efiects  of  their  and  power ;  for  thou  Imst  created  all  tbinn,  and 

•postney  and  wickedness.    He  has  permitted  for  thy  pleasure  they  are  and  were  created."^ 
fhem  to  proceed  thus  lar  in  their  rebellion  and 

depravity,  in  order  that  surrounding  worlds  may  Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  show,  that  even 

be  fully  apprised  of  the  dismal  effects  that  must  that  portion  of  the  universe  which  lies  within 

inevitably  ensue  on  every  infringement  of  moral  .  ,  ,„      none  of  my  readers  will  consider  the 

order.    This  desolated  world  and  its  wretched  gop-osliion  of  the  Redeemer  ooeaalonsUy  dellver- 

inhabitants  are  doomed  to  remain  in  their  pre-  ins  lectures  on  divine  luMects  to  an  asiemblyof  his 

».t  depw^.  -.|..  for  HT*  y-  .«• «--.  f  ?j4.«1.'!5lffiMt54?a;r3S  SHS 

an  extensive  and  indelible  impression  be  made  ^^^  philosophic  Ar.  L  Watt*  entertained  a  similar 

on  the  inhabitants  of  every  province  of  God's  oplnton.   In  his  nermon,"  On  the  happiness  of  repa* 

chose  taws  and  principles  of  moral  order  which  on  this  topic:—"  Perhaps  you  will  suppose  there  is 

his  infinite  wiwlom  has  established  for  the  rogu-  no  such  service  as  hearing  sermons,  thai  thcrcjs  no 

Ut{»»  «r  rk-  :.t.ii:..^i  ...i..^^ .  .»!  .l^  VL»  attendance  upon  the  wont  of  God  there.    But  are 

iation  of  the  intHligeot  universe ;  and  also,  that  ^^  ,^„  t|,^„  ^„  ^  g^ch  enteruinmenuf   Ai« 

those   miserable    beings    themselves    may    be  there  no  lectures  of  divine  wisdom  and  arace  riven 

.,00-d ..  «H»d«.io..w «,  h»»bi.  *««.  SS'.SSSSr«rSlJ'S,'?i''iSi^5?5Si 

selves  in  his  presence,  and  maJtf  to  feel  some  hteiaelf  be  tlie  everlastlog  Teacher  of  his  church  f 

emotions  of  contrition  for  their  impiety  and  in-  May  he  not  at  snlemn  seasons  summon  aU  heaven 

<tr.f  :i.i.l.     ixnt^n  fk«Mi  Mwt«  •ra^<vM«AiS«luwl  to  hear  him  publish  some  new  and  surprising  dls- 

gratitude.    When  theee  ends  are  aeoomplislied,  reveries  which  have  never  yet  been  made  known 

a  bright  effulgence  shall  suddenly  illume   the  to  the  ages  of  nature  or  of  grace,  and  are  reserved 

darkness  of  their  night,  their  atmosphere  shaU  S^SS?**!? *'lS2*.?'*l";-*?^i?Mil»'.\^lfi?^i"i2 

.      ,        J    ^  ..          *            J  .L       I    •         _i  of  spirits  advanced  to  floryt    Must  we  learn  all  by 

be  cleared  of  its  vapours,  and  the  glonouo  orbs  ,^0  mem  eootemplatioo  of  ChrisCs  person  ?   Does 

of  heaven  shall  once  more  burst  upon  their  view ;  he  never  make  use  of  speech  to  the  instructten  and 

.h. „.«i*.d i.h.bi*«u *.a lift »p u»srj«.  &'M°'(^^r.'s-;£^,"cr'.ss.'^"'.srsi 

with  amazement  at  the  wondrous  and  unlocked-  Juiown  way  of  communicating  a  long  discourse,  vr 

for  spectacle,  and  a  divine  messenger,  arrayed  » JonMralnof  ideas  and  dlJcoverles  to  mUUcus  of 

I    J.J        -^      ^w-ii   ^    I'-.    <D.l^  blessed  splrHs  at  once,  without  the  Ibnnalltles  af 

in  splendid   majesty,  shall   proclaim,  •Peace  voice  andlangoage.  and  at  some  peculiar  seasons  ka 

from  heaven— Good-will  (rem  Jehovah  to  th»  may  thus  instroct  and  delight  his  saints  la  heavsik'* 
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Iht  reach  of  our  astntad  tmioo,  comprebendi  and  the  other  an  area  of  Jwenty  Aommiut  wiTK—i 
within  its  eapacioui  spherei  at  least  two  thou-  of  miles,  and  safficient  to  contain  a  populatioii| 
•and  four  hundred  millions  of  worlds— ihat  eadi  ont  hundred  and  forty  Cfmat  larger  that  of  otir 
of  these  worlds,  being  constructed  by  infinite  globe,  although  they  were  as  thinly  peopled  v 
wiidom,  must  eihibit,  even  in  its  external  a»-  the  earth  is  at  present.  8.  Seven  satellites,  oi 
pect,  a  scene  worthy  of  the  contemplation  of  moons,  each  of  i^ich  is  undoubtedly  as  large  as 
every  rational  being— that  it  is  highly  probable,  the  globe  on  which  we  live,  and  some  of  them,  pro* 
from  ascertained  facts,  from  analogy,  and  from  babiy,  of  much  greater  dimensions.  The  mag- 
revelation,  that  each  of  these  worlds  has  a  pe-  nificent  and  asiooishing  scenery  displayed  in 
enliarity  of  scenery,  and  of  appendages,  which  this  planet,  so  very  different  from  any  thing  that 
distinguish  it  from  every  other— that  there  is  a  is  beheld  in  our  terrestrial  sphere— the  stupen- 
gradation  of  intenect,  and  beings  of  different  dous  luminous  arches  which  stretch  across  its 
orders  among  the  inhabitanlfl  of  thes^  worlds—  firmament,  tike  pillars  of  cloud  by  day  and  pil- 
that  it  is  probable  their  corporeal  forms  and  lars  of  fire  by  night — the  diversified  shadows  they 
their  organs  of  sensation  are  likewise  wonder-  occasionally  cast  on  the  surrounding  landscape 
fully  diversified^-and  that  the  natural  and  moral  —the  appearance  and  disappearance  of  its  muons, 
history  of  each  presents  scenes  and  transactions  their  eclipses,  and  diverstfied  aspects  in  respect 
different  from  those  which  are  found  in  any  other  to  each  other,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  ihe 
worid.  So  that  when  the  mind  endeavours  to  planet  itself, — Hhe  novel  scenes  wtuck  wouU  ap- 
grasp  the  immense  nuoiber  of  worlds,  here  pre-  pear  in  the  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  king- 
seoted  to  our  mental  view,  and  considers  the  doms — the  customs,  manners,  and  emplbyrooits 
variety  of  aspect  in  which  eadi  of  them  requires  of  the  inhabitants — the  series  of  events  which 
to  be  contemplated— there  appears,  to  such  have  happened  among  tbmn  and  the  tenor  of  the 
limited  intellects  as  ours,  no  prospect  of  a  ter-  divine  dispensations  in  relation  (o  their  past 
mination  to  the  survey  of  a  scene  so  extensive  history  and  their  future  deslioatioo — ^thesa,  and  a 
and  overwhelming ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  ra-  thousand  other  particulars,  of  which  we  can 
tional  presumption,  that  one  scenp  of  glory  will  form  no  distinct  conc^tion— could  not  &il  to  af^ 
be  followed  by  another,  in  perpetual  succeasioni  ford  a  sublime  and  delightful  gratification  to  a  ra« 
while  ages  roll  away.  tional  intelligence  for  a  series  of  ages. 

If  it  would  require,  even  to  beings  endowed  <*  It  is  probable,  too,  thai  even  within  the 
with  mental  powers  superior  to  those  of  man,  se-  boundaries  of  our  aolar  system,  important  pby- 
veral  hundred  of  years,  to  survey  the  diversified  sical  and  moral  revolutions  have  happened  since 
landscapes  which  our  globe  displays,  toinvesii-  its  creation,  besides  those  which  have  agitated 
gate  the  numerous  chymical  processes  going  on  in  the  world  in  which  we  dwell.  On  the  suiface 
the  animal,  the  vegelabloi  and  the  mineral  kin^  of  the  planet  Jupitor,  chanj^es  are  occasionally 
doms,  throughout  the  surface  of  the  earth,  the  taking  place,  visible  at  the  remote  distance  al 
recesses  of  the  ocean,  and  the  subterraneous  re-  which  we  are  placed.  The  diversity  of  appear- 
gions,  and  to  trace  the  history  d*  every  tribe  of  ance  that  has  been  observed  in  the  substancea 
its  inhabitants  during  a  period  of  six  thousand  termed  its  6efts,  in  whatever  they  may  consist, 
years,— if  it  would  require  thousands  of  years  or  from  whatever  cause  this  diversity  may  on- 
to explore  the  plantery  system,  which  pre-  ginate,— indicates  change  as  great,  as  if  the 
sents  a  field  of  inquiry  two  thousand  tiroes  more  whole  mass  of  clouds  which  overhang  Europe, 
axtensive— how  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  and  the  northern  parts  of  Asia  and  America, 
millions  of  years  would  be  requisite  to  study  were  to  be  completely  swept  away^  and  suspen- 
and  investigate  the  visible  universe  in  all  that  ded  in  dense  strata  over  the  Pacific  and  the  In- 
variety  of  aspect  to  which  I  have  now  ad-  dianoceans,— or  as  if  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic 
verted  !-^To  explore  the  diversified  structure  ocean  were  to  overflow  the  continent  of  Anie- 
and  arrangements  of  the  bodief  which  com-  rica,  and  leave  its  deepest  caverns  expooed  to 
pose  die  solar  system,  and  the  moral  events  which  view.— There  were  lately  discovered,  between 
have  taken  place  among  its  inhabitants,  would  the  orbits  of  Mars  and  Jupiter,  four  small  planeta* 
require  a  long  series  of  ages.  The  system  of  ry  bodies ;  and,  on  grounds  which  are  highly  prob- 
hojies  connected  with  the  planet  Saturn,  would,  able,  astronomers  have  concluded,  that  they  once 
of  itself,  require  several  hundreds  of  years  of  formed  a  larger  body  which  moved  in  the  same 
study  and  research,  in  order  to  acquire  a  general  region,  and  which  had  burst  asunder  by  some 
view  of  its  physical,  moral,  and  intellectual  as-  immense  eruptive  force  proceeding  from  its  cen- 
pects  and  relations.  Here  we  have  presented  tral  parts.  This  probable  circumstance,  toge- 
to  view,—!.  A  globe  of  vast  dimensions  capable  ther  with  a  variety  of  singular  phenomena  rxhi- 
of  containing  a  population  of  sentient  and  intelli-  bited  by  these  planets,  naturally  lead  us  to  con* 
gent  beings  more  than  a  'hundred  times  greater  elude,  that  some  important  moral  revolutions 
dian  that  of  the  earth,  t.  Two  immense  rings,  had  taken  place,  in  relation  to  the  beings  with 
the  one  of  them  containing,  on  both  its  sides  an  which  it  was  peopled ;  and  suggest  to  tne  mind 
area  q( tight  Iknumd  mttioiu  of  aquara  miles,  a  variety  of  sublime  and  intarestug  railsctiona 
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wliich  may  hereafter  be  diicIoeed.^The  plaoet  coiwideration  luggeita  an  idea  of  dnratioD,  which 

Mart,  in  several  respects,  bears  a  striking  re-  to  limited  intellecu  such  as  ours,  seems  to  ap- 

urnblanoe  to  our  earth.    Its  rotation  round  its  .  proximate  to  the  idea  of  eternity  itself.    Even 

aiis  is  aocomplisbed  in  nearly  the  same  time  as  although  it  could  be  shown,  thai  creation  extend* 

the  earth,  namely,  in  24  hours  and  40  minutes,  ed  no  farther  than  the  utmost  bounds  which  the 

The  inclination  of  its  axis  to  the  plane  of  its  ingenuity  of  roan  has  enabled  him  to  penetrate, 

orbit  is  28  degrees  and  42  minutes,  that  of  the  —still,  the  rast  assemblage  of  glorious  objocts 

earth  being  23  degrees  28   minutes.    Gonse-  contained  within  the  range  of  our  assisted  vi- 

quently,  it  experiences  a  diversity  of  seasons,  and  sion,  shows  what  an  infinite  variety  of  mental' 

difiereot  lengths  of  days  and  nights,  as  we  do  in  gratification  the  Creator  may  bestow  on  his  in- 

our  sublunary   sphere.     Hence  Sir  William  teliigent  offspring ;   and  we  are  assured,  that 

Herschel  in£>rms  us,  that  he  observed  a  lurai-  "  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold  firom  them  that 

nous  zone  about  the  poles  of  this  planet,  which  walk  uprightly,** 

b  subject  to  periodical  changes,  and  is  of  opi-  But,  would  it  be  reasonable  to  admit,  that  the 
nion,  that  this  phenomenon  is  produced  by  the  dominions  of  the  universal  Sovereign  terminate 
refiectioQ  of  the  sun's  light  upon  its  polar  re-  at  the  boundariea  of  human  vision?  Can  we 
gions,  and  that  the  variation  in  the  magnitude  believe,  that  puny  man,  who  occupies  so  diminu- 
and  appearance  of  this  zone  is  owing  to  the  tive  a  speck  among  the  works  of  God,  has  pe- 
melting  of  these  masses  of  polar  ice.  Its  at-  netrated  to  the  utmost  limits  ofd>e  empire  of  Him 
'  raospbere  ii  likewise  found  to  be  very  dense  and  who  fills  the  immensity  of  space  with  his  presence? 
obscure ;  which  is  the  cause  of  that  ruddy  As  soon  might  we  suppose,  that  a  snail  could 
appearance  which  this  orb  unilbrmly  exhibits,  penetrate  to  the  utoMst  extremity  of  the  ocean. 
These  circumstances  indicate  a  striking  simi-  and,  with  one  glance,  survey  its  deepest  caverns  * 
larity,  in  its  pkjfdcal  constitution,  to  that  of  the  or,  that  a  microscopic  animakula,  which  is  coo- 
earth.  Whether  the  monU  state  of  its  inhabi-  fined  to  a  drop  of  water,  in  the  crevice  of  a  small 
tants  bears  any  resemblance  to  the  present  coo-  stone,  oodd  explore  at  one  comprehensive  view, 
dition  of  mankind,  is  a  question  which  naturally  the  regions  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America, 
suggesu  itself  and  which  may  possibly  be  solved  Shall  we  consider  the  wnbU  system  of  nature,— 
in  ihe  future  state  to  which  we  are  destined,  magnificent  and  extensive  as  it  is,— a  palace  sni^ 
Frost  and  snow,  the  accumulation  and  melting  ficient  lor  the  habitation  of  the  Deity  7  No :  this 
of  vast  masses  of  polar  ice,  long  nights,  and  wouU  be,  to  circumscribe  the  Almighty  within 
wintry  storms,  scenes  of  darkness  uiddes<^tion,  the  limits  of  our  imperfect  vision,  and  within 
stormy  clouds,  and  a  dense  hazy  atmosphere  the  sphere  of  our  comprehension.  **  Behold,  the 
surcharged  with  wintry  exhalations,  do  not  ap-  heavens,  and  the  heaven  of  heavens,  cannot  oon- 
pear  to  be  the  characteristics  of  a  world  where  tain  him !"  This  declaration  implies,  that,  be- 
perfect  happiness  is  enjoyed.  The  Sun  which  yond  all  that  the  inhabitanu  «f  this  world  can 
is  the  centre  of  our  system,  and  whfeh  enlight-  explore  in  the  vilible  firmament,  there  is  a 
vns  surrounding  worlds  with  his  beams,  is  five  **  heaven  of  Aeouaas" — a  region  which  contains 
hundred  times  larger  than  all  the  planets  and  unnumbered  firmaments,  as  glorn  us  and  extensive 
moons  taken  together.  And,  since  we  perceive  as  that  which  we  behold, — throughout  the  vast 
frequent  changes  taking  place  in  his  surface  and  extent  of  which,  the  Deity  is  eternally  and  essen- 
luminous  atmosphere,  there  is  doubtless  a  variety  tially  present.  With  regard  to  all  that  is  visiblo 
of  astonishing  processes  and  transformations  g(^  by  tho  unassisted  eye,  or  by  the  telescope,  in 
ing  on,  both  in  the  exterior  and  interior  parts  the  vault  of  heaven,  we  may  say  with  the  poet  :— 
of  this  immense  luminary,  on  a  scale  of  magni- 
tude and  grandeur,  which  It  would  be  highly  "Vast  concave  I  smple  dome  I  wast  thou  design^ 
gratifying  to  behold  and  Inyejtigate ,  and  which  ^^  ^l^^JSjiVu^'T^Le  Impairs. 
wouU  raise  to  the  highest  pitch,  our  conceptions  Thy  l<ift^  sinks,  end  thsllows  thy  frofound, 

of  the   magnificence   and  glory  of  Him  »'who  AndsirBltensihy  diflbilve;  dwarft  thewbole^ 

.  ^.,   .  TT? . .                  .  •. ,  -S,  And  makes  sn  universe  an  orrenf." 

dwells  in  light  unapproachable."  ' 

If,  then,  the  planetary  system,  which  occo-  Beyond  the  wide  ciroumfereiice  of  that  sphere 
pies  no  larger  a  portion  of  sp«ce  than  one  of  ilie  which  terminates  ihe  view  of  mortals,  a  boundless 
smallest  stars  that  twinkle  in  our  sky,  wouM  region  exists,  which  no  human  eye  can  penetrate, 
afford  such  a  vast  multiplicity  of  objects  for  (he  and  which  no  finite  intelligence  can  explore.  To 
contemplation  of  intelligent  beings,  during  a  suppose  that  the  infinitely  extended  region  which 
lapse  of  ages, — what  an  immense  assemblage  of  surrounds  all  thai  is  visible  in  creation,  ii  a  mere 
au^rust  objects  and  astonishing  events  b  present-  void,  would  be  as  unreasonable,  as  to  have  affirm- 
ed before  us  in  the  physical  arangements,  and  ed,  prior  to  the  invention  of  the  telescope,  that 
the  moral  history  of  the  myriads  of  systems  snd  no  stars  existed  beyond  those  which  are  visible 
worlds  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  what  an  im-  to  Ihe  niked  eye.  When  we  consider  the  limitnd 
mense  duration  wduM  be  requisite  for  finite  faculties  of  man,  and  the  infinite  attributes  of  tba 
nHods  to  survey  the  wondrous  scene !     This  Eternal  Mind,  we  have  tlie  highest 
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i,  that  H  ii  but  a  rtry  MnaH  portioo  of 
the  woriu  of  Qod  which  has  been  di«eioMd  to 
•or  Tiew.  **  Coald  yoa  aoar  bejrond  (b«  mooo, 
(laji  a  vwlUknown  writer)  and  pats  tbrouf  h  all 
die  planetary  dioir;  oould  you  wing  your  way 
to  the  higheet  apparent  atari  and  take  your  stand 
on  one  of  those  loftiest  pinnacles  of  heaven,  yoq 
would  there  see  other  skies  expanded,  another 
sun  distributing  his  beams  by  day,  other  stars 
that  gild  the  alternate  night,  and  other,  perhaps 
Bobicr  systems  established  in  unknown  profusion 
through  the  boundless  dimensions  of  apace.  Nor 
would  the  dominion  of  the  universal  Sovereign 
terminate  there,  Eren  at  ^m  end  of  this  vast 
toi|r,  you  would  6nd  yourself  advanced  no  fltrther 
than  the  suburbs  of  creation,— arrived  onW  at  the 
frontien  of  the  great  Jehovah's  kingdom. 

It  is  highly  probable,  that,  were  all  the  two 
thousand  fi)ur  hundred  flullions  of  worlds  to  which 
we  have  adverted,  nith  alf  the  eighty  millions  of 
tuns  around  which  they  revolve,  to  be  suddenly 
extinguished  and  annihilated,  it  wouU  not  cause 
so  great  a  blank  in  creation,  to  an  eye  that  oould 
take  in  the  whole  immensity  of  nature,  as  the 
extinction  of  the  fUmdtMf  or  seven  stars,  wouk) 
cause  in  our  visible  firmament.  The  range  of 
material  existence  may,  indeed,  have  certain 
limits  assigned  to  it ;  but  such  limits  can  be  per* 
ceived  only  by  that  Eye  which  beholds,  at  one 
glance,  the  whole  of  infinite  space.  To  the 
view  ofmryjhiu  mind,  it  must  always  appear 
boundless  and  incomprehensible.  Were  it  pos- 
sible that  we  could  ever  arrive  at  the  outskirts  of 
creation,  after  having  surveyed  all  that  exists  in 
the  material  universe,  we  might  be  said,  in  some 
measure,  to  comprehend  th^  Creator  himself; 
having  perceived  the  utmost  Itmits  to  which  his 
powMT  and  intelligenoe  have  been  extended.  For, 
although  we  admit,  that  the  perfections  of  the 
Creator  are  tf|^*te;  yet  we  have  no  tangible 
meaauro  of  these  perieetions,  but  what  appears 
in  the  immense  variety  and  extent  of  material 
and  intellectual  existence.  And  we  may  henoe 
conclude,  that  the  highest  order  of  createid  intel- 
lects, after  spending  myriads  of  ages  in  their  re- 
search, wiH  never  come  to  a  period  in  their  inves- 
tigations of  the  works  and  the  ways  of  Qod. 

Even  although  we  ooidd  conceive  oeitain  li- 
mits to  the  material  universe,  and  that,  after  the 
lapse  of  millions  of  ages,  a  holy  intelligenoe  had 
finished  his  exonrsions»  and  made  the  tour  of  the 
universal  ^stem  which  now  exists,— -yet,  who 
can  set  bounds  to  the  active  energies  of  the  Eter- 
nal Mind,  or  say,  that  new  systems  of  creatioo, 
different  from  all  that  have  hitherto  been  oon- 
itructed,  shall  not  be  peipefually  emerging  into 
existence  ?  By  the  time  a  finite  being  had  ex- 
plored every  object  which  now  exists,  and  ac- 
quired a  knowledge  of  all  the  moral  and  physical 
revolutions  which  have  happened  among  the 
worlds  which,  at  present,  diversify  the  voids  of 
new  region  of  idbite  soaoe  might  he 


replenished  with  new  orders  of  matciial  and  » 
tellectual  existence :  and,  were  he  to  return  y» 
the  point  firom  which  he  at  first  set  out,  after 
numerous  ages  had  elapsed,  he  vrouU,  doubt- 
less, beboU  new  changes  and  revolotiuns  in 
many  provinces  of  the  Creator's  dominione— >* 
new  heavens  and  new  earths  and  new  species 
of  sentient  and  intellectoal  beings,  different  from 
all  those  be  at  first  contemplated. 

That  such  is  the  plan  of  the  Creator's  opera- 
tions, is  not  a  mere  conjecuire  or  surmise,  but  is 
warranted  from  observations  which  have  been 
made  on  the  phenomena  of  the  celestial  bodies. 
New  stars  have,  at  different  periods,  appeared 
in  the  heavens ;  which  are  plain  indications  of 
the  continued  exertion  of  area  ting  power.  Some 
planets  have  burst  asunder  into  different  frag- 
ments, and  stars  which  had  shone  for  agea  have 
disappeared,  and  their  existence,  in  their  ibrmer 
state,  cannot  now  be  traced.*  Such  ftucts  evi- 
dently show,  that  some  importam  revolutions 
have  taken  place  in  rebtion  to  the  bodies  whidi 
have  thus  been  withdrawn  from  our  view.  Hav- 
ing forages  run  their  destined  course,  either  theit 
constitution  has  undergone  an  essemial  change, 
or  they  have  been  removed  to  another  region  of 
immensity,  to  subserve  other  purposes  in  the 
magnifieent  arrangements  of  the  Sovereign  In- 
telligence. Theobeervations  made  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Herschel  on  the  nelmkmt  appearances  in 
the  heavens,  and  on  the  changes  mkI  modifica- 
tions which  they  undergo,  lead  to  the  conchHion, 
that  new  systems  are  gradually  forming  in  the 
distant  regions  of  the  universe.  And,  if  tfie  crea* 
tinir  energy  of  the  Omnipotent  is  at  present  in 
constant  operatran,  and  has  been  so  for  ages  paat, 
who  shall  dare  to  affirm,  that  it  shall  ever  cease 
its  exertion  through  all  the  ages  of  eternity  ? 

Here,  then,  we  have  presented  to  our  contem- 
plation, an  assemblage  oT  material  and  inteHectua) 
existence,  to  which  the  human  mind  can  affix  no 
boundaries,—- whidi  is  oontinoally  inoreasing, 
and  still  an  infinity  of  space  remaining  for  per- 
petual aooessions,  during  the  lapse  of  ewUesa 
ages,— «n  assemblage  of  beings,  which,  in  point 
of  number,  of  magnitude,  and  of  extent,  seems 
to  oorrespood  with  a  boundless  duration.  So 
that,  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  *<  tho 
saints  in  light"  wiU  be  perpetually  acquiring  new 
discoveries  of  the  divine  glory,  new  prospects 
into  the  immensity  of  QmI's  operations,  new 
views  of  the  rectitude  and  grandeur  of  his  moral 
goveroment,  new  accessions  to  their  felicity,  and 
new  and  transporting  trains  of  thought,  wiUiout 
the  least  interrtiption,  as  long  as  eternity  endures. 


*  Stars  which  are  marked  m  ancient  eetaloffoes. 
are  not  now  to  be  found,  and  others  are  now  vIbIMc 
which  were  not  known  to  the  ancients.    8ene  have 

Jrraflnally  increased  In  brilliancy.  Some  thiii  were 
brmcrly  variable,  now  shine  with  a  steaity  lustra, 
white  others  have  tieen  constantly  dtminisamg  tn 
bzlghinea4 
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Tsmovc  or  ood. 

Ther*  if  joti  one  ides  more  that  maf  he  mg- 
jested,  in  addition  to  the  ae?eral  views  exhibited 
dbove,  in  order  to  raiie  to  a  higher  pitch  of 
tublimity,  our  riew*  of  the  grandeur  of  the  Di* 
viae  Being,  and  of  the  magnifioence  of  hie  wortu. 

The  Scriptures  frequend/  refer  to  a  particulat 
jtlace,  circumstance,  or  manifestation,  termed  th$ 
thrmu  of  Ood;  as  in  the  foHowing  passages  :-— 
**  Heaven  is  my  lArrae,  and  the  earth  is  my  ibot- 
stool."    **  The'  Lord  hath  prepared  hia  throne  in 
the  hemjenM.**    "A  glerioue  high  throne^  from 
Cne  beginning,  ie  the  place  of  thy  sanctuary.** 
'*  Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God, 
and  serve  *him  dey  and  night  in  his  temple." 
''  Bleesing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power, 
be  onto  Him  tliat  sits  upon  the  throne.*'— These, 
and  similar  ezpreasions  and  representations,  must 
oe  considered,  either  as  merely  metaphorical,  or 
•• .  jferring  to  aome  particular  region  of  the  uni- 
verse, whwe  the  Divine  glory  is  reflected,  ia 
some  pecidiarlj  magnifiqent  manner,  from  mate- 
rial objects ;  and  where  the  manifeatatioQs  of  the 
Divine  character  are  most  illustriously  displayed. 
If  there  be  a  reference  to  the  splendour  and  mag- 
nitude of  a  partioolar  portion  of  oreatjon,  ihera 
is  an  astronomical  idea,  which  may  help  us  to 
Cma  some  coaoeption  of  this  **  glorious  high 
hrone,*'  which  is  the  peculiar  residence  of  the 
Gtemal.    Ii  is  now  considered  by  astronomers, 
as  highly  probable,  if  not  certain,— from  late  ob- 
servations, from  tile  nature  of  gravitation,  and 
other  circuoMtanoes,  that  all  the  systems  of  thf 
ttniverse  revolve  ivund  one  common  centre,— 
and  that  this  centre  may  bear  as  great  a  propor- 
tion, in  point  of  magnitude,  to  the  universal 
assemblage  of  systems  as  the  sun  doee  to  his 
surrounding  phuiets.    And,  since  our  siw  is  five 
hundred  times  larger  than  the  earth,  and  all  the 
other  planets  and  their  satellites  taken  together, 
—on  the  eame  scale,  such  a  central  body  would 
be  five  hundred  times  burger  than  all  the  syetems 
and  worlds  in  the  universe.    Here,  then,  may  be 
a  vast  universe  of  itself— an  example  of  material 
creation,  exceeding  all  the  rest  in  magnitude  and 
splendour,  and  in  which  are  blended  the  glories 
of  every  other  system.    If  this  ia  in  reality  the 
case,  it  mavt  ^^^  ^  noet  emphatic  propriety, 
be  termed,  thb  TBKOsrn  or  God. 

This  is  the  most  sublime  and  magnificent  idea 
diat  can  possibfy  enter  into  the  mind  of  man. 
We  feel  oppressed  and  overwhelmed  in  eaoe^^ 
vouring  to  form  even  a  faint  representation  of  it. 
But,  however  much  it  may  overpower  our  feeble 
conceptions,  we  ought  not  to  revolt  at  the  idea 
of  so  glorious  an  exiension  of  the  works  of  God ; 
since  nothing  less  magnificent  seems  suitable  to 
a  being  of  nSntte  per&ctions.— This  grand  cen- 
tral body  maybe  ooosidered  as  the  CSi^ila/  of  the 
universe.  From  thb  glorions  centre,  erabassiee 
nay  ba  occasionally  despatched  to  all  bunounding 


worlds,  fai  every  region  of  space.  Here,  too, 
deputations  from  all  the  difftrent  provinces  of 
creation,  may.  oocasiooally  assemble,  and  the  i»* 
habitants  of  different  worlds  mingle  with  each 
other,  and  learn  the  grand  outlines  of  tnoae  physi- 
cal operations  and  moral  transactions,  which 
have  taken  place  in  Iheir  respective  spheres. 
Here,  may  be  e:diibited  to  the  view  of  unnum* 
bered  multitudes,  objects  of  sublimity  and  glory, 
which  are  no  where  else  to  be  found  within  the 
wide  extent  of  creation.  Here,  intelligences  of 
the  highest  order,  who  have  attained  the  most 
sublime  heights  of  knowledge  and  virtue,  maj 
form  the  principal  part  of  the  population  of  this 
magnifioent  region.  Here,  the  gferificd  body  of 
the  Redeemer  may  have  taken  its  principal  sta- 
tion, as  '*  the  head  of  all  principalities  and  pow<* 
ers  :*'  and  here  likewise,  Enoch  and  Elijah  may 
reside,  in  the  mean  time,  in  order  to  learn  the 
history  of  the  magnificent  plans  and  operations 
of  Deity,  that  they  may  be  enabletf  to  conmu* 
nieate  intelligence  respecting  them  to  their  breth- 
ren of  the  race  of  Adam,  when  they  shall  again 
mingle  with  them  in  the  worU  alkMted  for  their 
abode,  after  the  general  resurrection.  Here,  the 
aaAWDBUB  of  die  Deity,  the  glory  of  his  physi- 
cal and  moral  perfections,  and  the  inuoensity  of 
his  empire,  may  strike  the  mind  with  more  bright 
effulgence,  and  excite  more  ebvated  emotions  of 
admiration  and  rapture,  than  in  any  other  pro- 
vince of  universal  nature.  In  fine,  this  vast  and 
splendid  central  univeree  may  constitute  that  au- 
gust mansion  referred  to  in  Scripture,  under  the 
the  designation  of  the  third  HVAVsna— thb 

TBBOBB  or  TOB  BTBBITAL — ^tho  HE  AVE*  Or 
HEAVEirs — THB  RIOR  ABD  BOLT  PLACB— 
and  THB  LIOBT  THAT  IS  llTACCSSSiBLB  ABD 
rtTLL  or  OLOBT.* 

*  irithin  the  limits  of  the  last  ise  years,  ft  has  been 
found,  that  the  principal  fixed  stars  have  a  certain 
apparent  motion,  which  Is  nearly  uniform  and  regU' 
lar,  and  is  quite  perceptlUe  m  Che  course  of  thirty 
or  forty  years.  The  star  Arttunu,  for  example,  has 
been  obserred  to  move  three  minutes  ami  three  se- 
conds In  the  course  of  seventy-eight  years.  Mdn 
of  the  stars  have  moved  toward  the  s«niih.  The 
stars  in  the  northern  quarter  of  the  hCHvens  seem 
to  widen  their  relative  po&ltions,  while  (hose  tii  ihe 
sooibem  appear  to  contract  their  distances.  These 
motions  seem  evidently  to  Indicate,  that  ttie  earth, 
and  all  the  other  bodies  of  the  solar  system,  are  mov- 
ing In  a  direction  Arom  the  stars,  in  the  southern 
Em  of  the  sky,  toward  those  In  the  nonhem.  Dr. 
ersehel  thinks,  that  a  comparison  of  the  changes 
now  alluded  to.  indicates  a  motion  of  our  sun  with 
his  attending  planets  towards  the  constellation  Hef 
euiee.  This  progressive  movement  which  our  sys- 
tem makes  in  absolute  space  Is  iustly  supposed  toba 
a  portion  of  that  curve,  which  the  sun  describes 
around  the  centre  of  that  ndnita  to  which  he  belongs  i 
and,  that  all  the  other  stars  belonging  to  the  sama 
nebula,  describe  similar  curves.  And  elnce  the  uni- 
verse appears  to  be  composed  of  tbousanils  of  m#> 
kuUe^  or  starry  systems,  detached  fh>ra  each  otfasi^ 
it  is  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  all  the  suny  sys- 
tems of  the  universe  revolve  round  one  commoB 
centre,  whose  bulk  and  attractive  Influence  are  pro- 
portionable to  the  else  and  the  number  of  the  bedlsa 
which  perform  their  revolutions  around  It.  We 
know,  that  the  law  of  gnivltatlon  extends  iu  Infhi* 
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Pwhapa  aome  whote  minds  are  noC  ftocuMon*  ing  is  vn/bdUf  penrading  the  iouDensity  of  spaes 
Sii  lo  such  bold  aicorsioos  through  tJie  regions  with  his  presenoo,  why  should  we  be  reiuctuit 
of  material  existence,  may  be  apt  to  consider  the  to  admit  the  idea,  tlwt  bis  aimigkty  tmetgjf  u 
grand  idea  which  has  now  been  suggested,  and  eMrteithroug^iout  the  boundless  regions  of  space* 
many  of  the  preceding  details  as  too  improbable  Ibr  it  is  just  such  a  conclusion  as  ^to  notion  of  an 
%nd  extraragant  to  claim  our  serious  attention,  infinite  intelligence  should  naturally  lead  us  to 
In  reply  to  such  an  insinuation,  let  it  be  oonsi-  deduce.  Whether  does  it  appear  to  corro^pood 
dered,  in  the^sf  /''m'i  <hat  nothing  has  been  sta-  more  with  the  notion  of  an  infinite  Being,  to 
ted  but  what  corresponds  to  the  whole  analogy  believe,  that  his  creative  power  has  been  con- 
of  nature,  and  to  sevoral  sublime  intimations  fined  to  this  small  globe  of  earth,  and  a  few  spark- 
contained  in  the  system  of  divine  Revelation,  ling  studs  fixed  in  the  canopy  of  the  sky,  or  to 
It  is  a  fiict,  which,  in  the  present  day,  cannot  be  admit,  on  the  ground  of  observation  and  analogy, 
denied  by  any  one  acquainted  with  the  subject,  that  he  has  launched  into  existence  millions  of 
that  the  material  universe,  as  fiu  as  our  eye  and  worlds— (hat  all  the  millions  of  systems  within 
our  glasses  can  carry  us,  consists  of  a  oounl-  the  reach  of  our  vision,  are  but  as  a  partide  of 
leis  multitude  of  vast  bodies,  which  completely  vapour  lo  the  ocean,  when  compared  with  the 
baifle  our  feeble  powera  in  attempting  to  form  any  myriads  which  exist  in  the  unoxpk>red  jregiong 
adequate  conception  of  them.  Thb  amazing  of  immenaity*— 4hat  the  wiiole  of  this  vast  assf 
&ct,  placed  within  the  evkienoe  of  our  senses,  ,  blage  of  suns  and  worlds  revolves  around  the 
shows  us,  that  it  is  impossiUe  for  the  human  grand  centre  of  the  universe— and  that  this  ceatre 
mind  to  fiirm  too  extravagant  ideas  of  the  uni*  where  the  throne  of  God  b  pbced,  is  superior  to 
verse,  or  to  conceive  its  struofure  to  be  more  gb-  all  the  other  provinces  of  creation  in  magnitudet 
rious  and  magnificent  than  it  really  b.t  beauty,  and  magnificence  7  Who  wouU  dare  to 
Again,  n<^ing  short  of  such  sublime  and  frwe  that  such  conceptions  are  erroneous,  or 
magnificent  conceptions  seems  at  all  suitable  to  impossible,  or  unworthy  of  that  Btmg  who  sits 
the  idea  of  a  Bmng  qJ  in^hdU  jurftdian  «nd  of  on  the  throne  of  the  universe  ?  To  attempt 
sfanM/<lKra<ion.  If  we  admit,  that  the  divine  Be- 

enoe  from  the  son  to  the  planet  "Renehel,  at  the 
distance  of  eighteen  hundred  milllonB  of  miles,  and 
to  the  remoteit  parts  of  the  orlHts  of  the  comets, 
which  stretch  far  beyond  this  limit ;  and  there  is  the 
strongest  reason  to  believe,  that  it  forms  a  connec^ 
Ing  bond  between  all  the  bodies  of  the  universe, 
however  distant  Arom  each  otlter.  This  being  ad* 
mltted,— the  motion  of  the  dUTerent  systems  now 
alluded  to.  and  the  immen»Uy  of  the  central  txidy, 
from  which  motion  of  every  Kind  originates,  to  pro* 
duce  the  order  and  harmony  of  the  universe.— ap- 
pear to  be  necessary,  in  order  to  preserve  the  balance 
of  the  untversal  system,  and  to  prevent  the  numer- 
ous globes  In  the  universe  from  gradually  approach- 
ing each  other,  in  the  coarse  of  ages,  and  becoming 
one  universal  wreck.— We  are  mechanically  con- 
nected with  the  most  distant  stars  visible  through 
our  telescopes,  by  means  of  lights  which  radiates 
from  those  distant  luminaries,  mingles  with  the  solar 
rays,  penetrates  our  atmosphere,  and  effects  our  op- 
tic nerves  with  the  sensation  of  colours,  similar  to 
those  produced  by  the  rays  of  the  sun.  And  we  have 
equal  reason  to  conclude,  that  we  are  likewise  me- 
chanically connected  with  these  bodies  by  the  law 
of  gravitation.  So  that  the  idea  thrown  out  above, 
however  grand  and  overwhelming  to  our  feeble 
powers,  is  not  a  mere  conjecture,  but  Is  founded  on 
observation,  and  on  the  genezal  analogies  of  tlM 
nnlverse. 

*Tn  descending  to  the  minute  ports  of  nature,  we 
obtain  ocutar  dementeration  of  fhcts  which  overpower 
our  fiiculiies,  and  which  would  be  altogether  incredi- 
ble, were  they  not  placed  within  the  evidence  of  the 
senses,  la  a  drop  of  water.  In  which  certain  vege- 
table substances  have  been  infused,  mUUono  of  liv- 
ing creatures  have  been  seen,  and,  in  some  instances 
where  the  animalculn  are  transparent,  their  eyes, 

and  the  peristaltic  motion  of  their  bowels  have        i.^.,_«..^  .. 

been  perceived.  *  The  minuienu*  of  the  blood-vessel,     erlastmg  God  the  Lord,  the  Creator  of  the  ends 
and  other  »rts  of  the  structure  of  such  creatures,  is     of  the  earth,  fitinteth  not,  neither  b  wearv,  there 

as  wonderful,  and  as  incomprehensible,  on  the  one     . ^»*i.;L-^r».j- .    jL-.*    j«     »>     ti-a  j 

hand,  as  the  magnttode  and  immensity  of  the  unl-     » «»  searching  of  his  understandmg  "— ^'  He  do- 
verse  are  on  tlie  other,— demonstrating,  that,  In  the     eth  great  thmgs,  past  finding  out,  and  wooden 

10  oompieheud.  with  t  span,  and  oomprehendeth  the  dust  of  th» 


such  a  proof  wouM  be  nothing  less  than  to  set 
bounds  to  Omntpolence--to  prescribe  lisuts  to 
the  operations  of  him  **  whose  ways  are  past  fiod* 
ing  oQt.* 

*'  Can  man  eoncHve  beyond  what  God  can  dip  f 

Nothing  but  qitUe  tmpetHUe  Is  hard. 

Be  summons  into  being  with  like  ease 

A  vhoU  ereattont  and  %Hnglt  grain. 

Speaks  he  the  word  ?  a  thousand  worlds  are  bom  \ 

A  thousand  worlds?  There's  space  for  mfUkms 

more; 
And  fn  what  space  can  bis  great  Flat  foil  f 
Condemn  me  not.  cold  critic !  tmt  Indulge 
Tlie  warm  imagination ;  why  condemn  I 
Why  not  indulgt  such  thoughts  as  swell  our  heaita 
Vtth  filler  admiration  of  that  Power 
Which  gives  our  hearts  with  such  high  thoughts  la 

swell  1 
Why  not  indulge  In  his  augmented  praise  t 
Darts  not  his  glory  a  still  brighter  ray. 
The  less  Is  leA  to  chaos,  and  the  realms 
Of  hideous  night  r 

These  views  and  reasonings  are  fiilly  corroSK)* 
rated  by  the  sublime  descriptions  of  Deity  coo* 
tained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.--"  Canst  thou  by 
searching  find  out  God  ?  canst  thou  find  out  the 
Almi^ty  to  perfection  ?'*  *<  He  is  the  hig^  and 
lofty  One  who  inhabiteth  eternity  "—'"  He  b  glo- 
rious in  power*'— "He  dwells  in  light  uoap* 
proachable  and  full  of  glory  '* — ^"  Great  b  our 
Lord  and  of  great  power,  bb  greatness  is  no* 
searchabb ;  hb  underatanding  is  infinite  **— "  Cas 
any  thing  be  too  hard  (or  Jehovah  1    "  The  ev- 
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Mrlh  ia  a  OMaiare.**    *' B/ the  word  of  the  Lord  when  the  immemhy  of '  space  ig  ooMidered  ai 

were  the  heavens  made,  and  all  the  host  of  them  diveraified  with  an  imioenae  variety  and  multipli- 

tfy  the  Spirit  of  his  mouth."     ^  He  spake,  and  city  of  objects,  and  when  eternal  duration  is  con- 

^  was  doiM  ;^-He  cnmmaudedi  and  it  stood  fast.'*  templated  as  connected  with  a  constant  suooes- 

^*He  strelf^ed  forth  the  heavens  alone,  and  sion  of  glorious  scenes  and  transactions,  that 

bringeth  fbrih  their  hosts  by  number.'*    **  Lo  the  soul  of  man  can  expand  its  views  and  ele- 

these  are  p<uU  of  his  ways,  but  how  little  a  per-  vate  its  conceptions  of  the  incomprehensible  Ji^ 

tion  is  heard  of  him ;  and  the  thunder  of  his  power  hovah. 

who  can  understand  ?  Beh<M  the  heaven,  and  If  these  sentiments  be  admitted,  it  will  follow, 
the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  him !"  that  the  man  whose  ideas  are  confined  within 
'*  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God,  and  limits  of  a  few  hundred  miles,  or  even  within 
the  firmament  showeth  ibrth  his  handy^work.'*  the  range  of  the  globe  we  inhabit,  must  have 
'*  Thine,  O  Lord !  is  the  greatness,  and  the  glory,  his  views  of  Deity  confined  within  nearly  the 
and  the  majesty,  for  all  in  heaven  and  earth  ia  same  sphere.  For  we  have  no  sensible  mea- 
thine,  and  thou  art  exalted  above  all."  "  Behold  suras  of  the  attributes  of  Qod,  but  those  which 
the  heaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  it  the  are  derived  from  the  nundier  aind  extent  of  bis 
Lord's."  ^'  Jehovah  haih  prepared  hie  throne  m  actual  operations.  When  we  attempt  to  think 
C^Asotieiii,  and  his  kingdom  ruleth  over  all."  ^*I  of  Him,  without  the  assistance  of  his  visible 
will  speak  of  the  glorioue  honour  of  thf  mt^etUf^  works,  our  thoughts  instantly  run  into  eonfusion, 
and  of  thf  taondmu  werke.'*  "  Blessed  be  thy  and  sink  into  inanity.  And,  since  we  find,  that 
glorioos  name  who  art  exalted  above  all  blesmng  the  material  works  of  God  are  so  "  gt^eat  above 
and  praise."  **  Thou,  even  thou,  art  Lord  idone ;  all  measure,"  so  widely  extended,  and  so  mag- 
thou  hast  made  heaven,  the  heaven  of  heavens,  nificent  in  the  scale  <^  their  operation,  it  is  of 
with  all  their  host,  thou  preoervest  them  all,  and  the  utmost  importance,  in  a  religious  point  of 
the  host  of  heaven  worshippeth  thee."  **  Who  view,  that  the  mind  accustom  itself  to  range  at 
can  utter  the  mighty  acts  of  the  Lord  7  who  can  large  through  the  wide  extent  of  creation— to 
show  forth  ail  his  praise  V*  "  Touching  the  Al-  trace,  by  analogy,  from  what  is  known,  the  pro-  • 
Rugl><y»  ^o  camiol  find  htm  out."  **  He  is  ex-  bable  magnitude,  arrangement,  and  grandeur  of 
cellent  in  power,  and  his  glory  is  above  the  earth  what  is  .  removed  beyond  the  limits  of  our  vi- 
and heavens."  sion— 4o  add  magnitude  to  magnitude,  system  to 

Such  sublime  descriptions  of  the  Divine  Being,  system,  and  motion  to  motion,  till  our  thoughts 

which  are  interspersed  throughout  various  parts  are  overwhelmed  with  the  mighty  idea.     And, 

of  Revelation,  lead  us  to  form  the  oMst  august  though  wo  may  occasionally  Sniae  some  erro- 

conceptions  of  his  creative  energy,  and  plainly  neons    or  inadequate  notions,    when  forming 

indicate,  that  it  is  impossible  mr  the  highest  our  ooneepcions  of  certain  subordinate  particu- 

created  inteiieet  to  form  a  more  magnifieem  idea  lars,  yet,  we  need  not  (ear,  that  in  point  of  num- 

of  his  designs  and  operations  than  what  in  re-  her,  magnitude,  and  variety,  our  conceptions  can 

ality  exists.  ever  go  beyond  the  realities  whidi  exist  within 

In  short,  though  tome  of  the  preceding  views  the  range  of  universal  nature,  unless  we  suppose, 

may  not  precisely  correspond  to  the  fitcts  which  that  "  man  can  coaceive  freyon<f  what  God  can 

shall  ultimately  be  found  to  exist  in  the  universe,  do."    Such  trains  of  thought  will  tend  to  expand 

—they  ought,  nevertheless,  to  be  entertained  and  and  elevate  the  mind,  and  give  it  a  suUime 

rendered  familiar  to  the  mind,  since  they  open  turn  of  thinking  ;  and  will  naturally  produce 

a  sublime  and  interesting  train  of  thinking ;  and  an  ardent  desire  of  beholding  a  brighter  display 

since  they  cannot  go  beyond  the  magnificence  of  the  magnificence  of  the  Creator  in  the  etema* 

of  Jehovah's  kingd<Nn,  nor  be  very  different  from  worid. 
wliat  actually  exists  in  the  universe.    They  form 

a  kind  of  sensible  sMteraAMi  of  thought  for  the  From  whal  has  been  now  detailed  respect- 
mind  to  fix  upon,  when  it  attempts  to  Unme  the  ing  the  numeroos  and  august  objects  that  may 
loftiest  conceptions  of  the  object  of  our  adora-  be  presented  to  the  contemplation  of  4Mlestial 
tion.— (t  may  be  laid  down*  as  a  principle  which  inteltigences,  we  may  oondode,  that  the  chief 
ouifht  never  to  be  overiooked  in  Theology, — that,  subjects  of  study  in  tlM  heavenly  work!  will  b^ 
our  eoneepdene  of  the  grtmdeur  of  Qod  ore  pr^  Hiatary  and  PhUoeopfy.  Under  the  department 
dedy,  or,  of  fedul,  nearly  oommeneiarate  with  our  of  history,  may  be  comprehended  all  die  detailb 
conoeptione  of  the  grandeur  and  eateni  offUe  opo^  which  wi!l  be  exhibited  to  them  respecting  the 
ralioas  throughout  the  ttnttwrss.  We  idl  admit,  origin,  progress,  and  oonsummation  of  this  re* 
ihat  the  Deity  is  infinite,  both  in  respect  of  spaee  demption  (/man,  and  the  informatwn  they  may 
and  of  duration.  Bat,  an  infinity  of  empty  space,  receive  respecting  the  natural  and  moral  scenery, 
and  an  infinity  of  duration,  abstractly  considered,  and  the  prominent  providential  ooeurrenoet  and 
otmver  no  precise  or  tangible  ideas  to  the  mind,  arrangements  of  other  worlds, 
to  guMie  it  in  forming  distinct  oooceptions  of  As  it  is  evident,  that  matter  exists  ehiedy  for 
ibvDnityor  ^f  any  other  bebp.     It  is  only  the  sake  of  sensitive  and  iatelligcm  boiB|S|MH 
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H  k  highly  probible,  if  BQt  denoMtnUMx  c«r-  iD  bia  ooneemti  «iid  tliat  on  th«  hi|^  ■ak  tl 
tain,  liMt  tlie  peopling  of  worlds  with  rmtiooAl  elemity,  il  ii  bat  one  of  those  pMnng  and  epb» 
Cfontnree  ii  intended  chiefly  to  display  the  moral  meral  trnnenetioot,  which  crowd  the  hiilory  cf  a 
thrnmntiT  c(  the  Creator  in  bin  providential  din*  never-ending  adminiitrataon.'* 
penaaiione,  and  in  the  whole  leriee  of  his  moral  Under  the  department  of  PHUbsopHBr  may  on 
ndminisiraiiott  towards  the  numerous  worlds  and  included  all  those  roagnifiosnt  displays  whico  wul 
orders  of  creauires  which  exist  throughout  be  eihibited  of  the  extent,  the  magnitude,  the 
his  dombions.  All  his  other  perfections,  pa^•  moticos,  the  mechanism,  the  scenery,  the  infaa- 
ticubriy  his  power  and  intoUigence,  appear  to  bitanis,  and  the  general  constitutioa  of  other  sy^ 
be  exerted  in  subserviency  to  this  grand  object,  terns,  and  the  general  arrangement  and  order  of 
and  to  the  distribution  of  happiness  through-  the  universal  system  comprehended  under  the 
out  the  universe.  In  so  far,  then,  as  the  fi^  government  of  the  Ahnlghty.  On  thoM  topics, 
respecting  his  moral  government,  in  other  with  all  their  subordinate  and  infinitely  diversiSed 
worlds,  are  made  known  to  the  redeemed  in  ramificatioos,the  minds  of  redeemed  inieHigeDces 
heaven,  in  so  fkr  will  tbetr  views  of  bis  moral  from  thb  world  will  find  ample  scope  for  the  ex- 
attributes,  and  of  the  principles  of  his  admini^  ereise  of  all  their  powers,  and  wift  derive  from 
tration  in  the  universe,  be  enlarged  and  expand-  their  investigations  of  them  perpetual  and  unin- 
ed.  In  the  disclosures  which,  in  the  oeurse  of  terrupted  enjoyment,  throng^Mutan  endless  ex« 
ages,  may  be  idbde  on  this  subject,  displays  of  istence. 

the  eienud  righktmtntm  of  Jehovah,  of  his  ntri"  That  the  subjects  of  oootemplation  now  stated, 
b«<i«t/uslief,  of  his  *<  ttnder  msrqf,'*  and  of  his  will,  in  reality,  form  the  chief  employments  ii 
bowuUeim  fcsngeaiwios,  may  be  exhibited,  which  renovated  men  and  other  intellectuaJ  beings,  in  a 
will  astonish  and  enraptuie  the  mind  more  highly  future  stale,  may  also  be  proved  from  the  rapre- 
than  even  the  magnificence  and  grandeur  of  his  sentations  given  in  the  word  of  God  cf  the  pr^ 
physical  operations,  and  fill  it  with  admiration  sent  exercises  of  these  intelligences.  In  the 
of  the  amiable  and  adorable  exeelleneies  of  the  book  of  Revelation,  the  angels,  under  Ibe  figure 
Sovereign  Ruler  of  the  universe.  It'  we  account  of  "  living  creaturee  fuU  of  eyes,*'  and  the  **  el 
it  a  pleasant  study  U>  investigate  the  habits  and  ders,"  or  representatives  of  the  church  of  the 
economy  of  soom  of  the  insect  tribes ;— if  we  redeemed,  are  represented  as  &ihng  down  before 
should  reckon  it  highly  gratifying  to  leara  the  the  throne  of  the  Eternal,  saying,  *'  TIkni  art 
history  of  all  the  events  which  have  befallen  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  gtery,  honour,  ana 
every  nation  and  tribe  of  mankind  since  the  power,  far  Aau  hui  crmUd  ntf  lAm^rs,  md  Jbr 
world  began,  particularly  those  which  relate  to  f^  pUoMn  Ukg  an  and  wen  cnaUi,"  Here, 
our  first  parsnts  in  paradise,  and  af^  their  e>-  the  material  works  of  Ghx)  are  represented  as  the 
pulsion  from  it^— 4o  the  antedihivians,  lo  the  ten  fmnde^Uon  or  reason  ct  the  thanksgiving  and  ado- 
tribes  of  Israel,  to  the  Christians  in  the  first  cea-  rations  of  the  heavenly  host ;  ami  the  language 
furies,  to  the  Waldenses,  to  the  Assyrians,  Baby-  evidently  impKee,  that  these  works  are  the  sub- 
bmiaos  and  American  Indians,— how  ddighifid  ject  of  their  contemplation — that  they  have  beheld 
and  gratifying  must  it  be,  to  learn  the  history  of  a  bright  display  of  divine  perfection  in  their  stmo- 
angels,  principalities  and  powers,  and  to  become  tnre  and  arraagemenl^-that  they  are  enraptured 
aoquainied  with  the  leading  transactions  which  with  the  #nlwged  views  of  the  divine  glory 
have  occurred  among  beings  «C  a  higher  order  which  these  works  exhibit-— and  that  their  hearts, 
and  of  diHerent  speclee,  dispersed « among  ten  fuB  of  gratitude  and  admiration,  are  ever  ready  lo 
thousands  of  worlds !  Great  and  marvelkNis  as  bunt  forth  in  ascriptions  of '<  ghiry,  honour,  and 
the  history  of  our  world,  and  ef  human  redemp*  power  to  him"  who  called  the  vast'  assemblagn 
tion  appears,  it  may  be  far  surpassed  by  the  of  created  beings  into  existence.— In  another 
events  which  eternity  will  unfold.  "  The  day  scene,  exhibited  in  the  same  book,  the  sainti  who 
is  coming,*  (to  use  the  words  of  a  celebrated  had  come  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  had  gotten 
modera  writer  *)  when  the  whole  of  this  wond-  the  victory  over  all  enemies,  are  repreeented 
rous  history  shall  be  looked  Vack  upon  by  the  with  the  harps  of  God  in  their  hands,  celebrating 
eye  of  remembranoe,  and  be  regarded  as  one  the  divine  praises  in  this  triumphant  song, 
incident  in  the  extended  annals  of  crealiol^  and  *<  Qnt  and  marvellous  are  thy  works,  Lord 
with  all  the  iflustration,  and  all  the  glory  it  has  God  Almighty— just  and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou 
thrown  on  the  character  of  the  Deity,  will  it  be  King  of  sainui."—- The  firat  part  of  this  song 
seen  as  a  single  step  in  the  evolution  of  his  de-  may  be  eonsklered  as  the  result  of  their  oontens- 
signs ;  and  as  long  as  the  time  may  appear,  from  plations  of  the  magnificent  fabric  of  the  universe, 
the  fiiet  act  of  our  redemption  to  its  final  aocoro-  and  the  or^imtent  energies  which  its  movn- 
plishmeat,  and  okise  and  exclusive  as  we  may  menis  display ;  and  the  last  part  of  it  as  the  n»- 
Ibink  the  attentions  of  God  upon  it,  it  will  be  suk  of  their  study  and  investigation  of  the  moral 
Vmd  tlMt  it  has  left  him  bin  room  enough  far     government  of  God  in  his  providential  arrangn- 

ments  towards  men  and  angels,  and  towards  all 
'pi  niJiBma  thn  worlds  whose  moral  economy  may  be 


FUTURB  MiaSRT  OF  THE  WICKEIX  107 

roiboir  view     For  th«  words  of  the  long  plunl/  Mings  which  are  acooaipQnied  widi  pleasure ; 

imply,  that  they  have  aoqaired  such  an  expansive  but  lAlers,  every  thing  that  comes  in  contracr  with 

view  of  the  worlcs  of  God  as  constrains  them  to  the  organs  of  feeling  may  produce  the  most  /Miin» 

declara,  that  they  are  *'  great  and  marvelloas ;"  yW  sensations.  Jitr«|  the  variety  of  colours  which 

and  that  they  have  attained  such  an  intimate  adorn  the  face  of  nature,  delights  the  eye  and 

knowledge  of  the  divine  dispenealions  towards  the  imagination, — lAsre,  the  roost  gloooty  and 

the  intelligent  universe,  a  senables  them  to  per*  haggard  objects  may  at  all  times  produce  a  dismal 

ceive  tliat  all  the  ways  oC  the  King  of  heaven  and  alarming  aspect  over  every  part  of  the  sur- 

are  *'  righteous  and  true.**  rounding  scene.  JXers,  the  uMel  enchanting  music 

frequently  cheers,  and  enraptures  the  human 

Fromthepreeodmgdetails  we  may  also  learn,  heart,  tktn,  nothing  is  heard  but  the  disnuii 

what  win  form  one  constituent  part  of  the  misery  sounds  *'  weeping,  and  wniling,  and  gnashing  of 

of  the  wicked  in  the  future  world.    As  one  part  teeth."    UograidRil  far  the  manifold  blessings 

of  the  happiness  of  the  righteous  will  consist  in  Ihey  received  in  this  worid  from  the  bouniiJul 

**  seeing  Gbd  as  he  is,'*  tlutt  is,  in  beholding  the  Giver  of  all  good,  the  mhabitants  of  that  dreary 

divine  glocy  as  displayed  in  the  physical  and  region  will  Iwhold  their  sin  in  their  punishment, 

moral  economy  of  tlie  mitverBe,^— eo,  it  will,  in  in  being  deprived  of  every  thing  which  can  ad* 

an  probability,  form  one  bitter  ingredient  in  the  minister  to  their  Mnoitive  e^joynsent. 

future  lot  of  tiie  unrighteous,  that  they  shall  be  With  regard  to  their  mora/  HaU,  similar  efibcta 

deprived  of  the  transporting  view  of  the  Cr^  will  be  produced.     Mtr;  they  hiued  the  society 

ator's  glory,  as  displayed  in  the  nrngnifieent  ar*  of  the  righteous,  and  loved  to  mingle  with  evu 

rangements  he  has  made  in  the  system  of  nature,  doers  in  their  tollies  and  their  crisoes ;  lAsrc  they 

Confined  to  one  dreary  comer  of  the  universe,  will  b<«  for  ever  banished  from  t^e  company  of  the 

•urrounded  by  a  dense  atmosphere,  or  a  oongerise  wise  and  the  benevolent,  and  will  feel  the  hitler 

of  saUe  clouds,  they  will  be  cut  off  from  all  in-  eflects  of  being  perpetually  chained  to  the  so* 

tercourse  with  the  regions  of  moral  perfection,  eiety  of  those  malignant  associates  who  will  be 

and    prevented   from  oontemulating    the    suIn  their  everlasting  tormentors,  ifcrs  they  delighted 

lime  scenery  of  the  Creators  empire.    This  to  give  lull  scope  to  their  depraved  appetites  and 

idea  is  corroborated  by  the  declarations  of  Scrip-  pasekas,  Uisre,  they  will  feel  the  bitter  and  hor- 

ture,  where  they  are  repreeented  **  as  banished  rible  effects  of  the  fell  operatkin  of  such  lusts  and 

from  the  new  Jerusalem,"  **  thrust  out  into  outer  passions,  when  unrestrained  by  the  dictatee  of 

darkness,**  and   reserved  fer  "  the  blackness  ol  reason,  and  the  authority  of  the  divine  law.    If, 

darkness  for  ages  of  ages."    And,  iHHhmg  can  to  theee  sources  of  sorrow  and  bitter  deprivations, 

be  Bsora  tomsnting  to  minds  endowed  with  oa-  be  added  the  oonoideration,  that,  in  such  minds, 

pacious  powers,  than  the  thooght  of  being  fer  ever  the  principles  of  malice,  envy,  hatred,  revenge,and 

deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  exercising  them  every  other  element  of  evil,  which  pervaded  their 

on  the  glorious  objecu  which  they  know  to  exist,  souls  while  in  this  life,  will  rage  widiout  control, 

but  which  they  can  never  contemplate,  and  about  we  may  ferm  such  a  conception  of  future  misei^ 

which  they  never  expect  to  hear  any  transporting  as  wiH  warrant  all  the  metaphorical  descrip* 

infermatioiv  tions  of  K  which  ara  given  in  Divine  Bemla^ 

If  it  be  one  end  of  futnro  punishment  to  make  lion,  without  supposing  any  farther  interposi« 

wicked  men  sensible  of  their  folly  and  ingratitude,  tion  of  the  Deity,  in   the  dirtet  infliction  of 

and  of  the  mercy  and  fevoura  they  have  abused,  punishment.    While  he  leaves  them  simply  to 

it  is  probable^  that,  in  that  future  work!  or  region  **md  iftkt  fimi  ff  lAsir  ewi  mys,  and  Is  &f 

to    which  they  shall   be  confined,  every  thing  Jttttd  with  timr  msn  tUmot^'*  their  punishment 

will  be  so  arruiged,  as  to  bring  to  their  reeolleo>  must  be  dread&il,  and  far  surpassing  every  spe* 

tion,  the  comforts  they  had  atNised,  and  the  divnw  cies  of  misery  connected  with  the  present  state 

goodness  they  had  despised,  and  to  moke  them  of  the  moral  workl. 

feel  sensations  opposite  to  those  which  wera  pr»-  On  the  other  hand,  a  conaideration  of  the  infi* 

duced  by  the  beiMVulent  arrangeiueuie  which  ex*  nilely  divenified  sources  of  bliss  to  wliich  our  at* 

ist  in  the  present  state.— For  oanple,  in  the  tention  has  been  directed,  baa  a.  powerfiil  te»« 

present  economy  of  nature,  every  one  of  otir  denoj  to  impress  the  minds  ot  the  saints  with 

senses,  every  part  of  oar  boifily  siruetura,  every  a  lively  perception  of  the  mmhmmiid  antura  ol 

movement  of  which  our  animal  frame  is  susoep*  dtvme    benignity,    and    of  **  the  love  of  God 

tible,  and  the  influence  which  tlie  sun,  the  at*  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lonf.**  It  is  chiefly 

mospheri*.  and  other  paru  of  naiura,  produce  im  in  oonnectkm  with  suoh  expansive  views  of  thin 

our  structure  and  feelings,  have  a  direct  tendency  attributes  and  the  govsmmsrt  of  tbs  Dsity,  that 


In  eenunimicate  pleasing  sensations.    But,  in     the  bve  of  God  towards  iha  redeemed  nppean 
that  world,  every  agency  of  this  kind  may  be  re-    *'  boimdless,"  and  '*  passing  eonprabsosion  f* 


versed,  as  to  the  efleet  it  may  produce  upon  per*  for  it  inuxMiuces  them  into  a  soens  which  is  not 
dpient  beings.  Our  sense  of  fsncA  is  at  present  -  only  commeDsorate  with  infinite  duration,  but  ie 
tpennipanied  with  a  thousand  modifica^ionr  of    boundlew  in  its  prospecti  of  knowiadgSi  of  fell* 
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city,  and  of  glory.    And,  therefore,  amidst  all  and  obscure  our  bt^ectual  Tiowa,  jfaaO  oe  eoMi 

t}te  other  employments  of  the  hesveDly  state,  pletely  and  (or  ever  removed, 
tliey  will  never  forget  their  ohligaiion  to  that 

unmerited  grace  and  mercy  which  rescued  their  From  the  whole  of  what  we  have  slated  on 

suuls  from  destruction,  but  will  mingle  with  all  this  department  of  our  subject,  we  may  learn 

their   sublime    investigations, — ascriptions  of  (Ae  vaitie  <(f  the  human  sevi,  and  ik$  impcrtaao^ 

"  blessing,  and  honour,  and  gbry,  and  power,  to  tohieh  ought   to  be  attached  to  our  imrniortom 

Him  that  sits  upon  the  throng  and  to  the  Lainb,  deetineiion.    What  a  shadow  does  faunan  iif» 

for  ever  and  ever."  appear  when   contrasted  with    the   scenes  o( 

futurity !    What  a  small  point  in  duration  do 

The  substance  of  what  has  been  detailed  in  the  revolutions  of  time  present  when  compared 

this  department  of  my  subject  may  be  now  with  a  boundless  eternity!    What  a  limited 

briefly  stated  in  the  following  summary :  scene  does  this  world,  wiib  all  its  glories,  ex- 

The  redeemed  in  heaven  will  enjoy  perpetual  hibit,  when  set  in  competition  with  the  extent, 

and  uninterrupted  felicity — the  foundation  of  this  and     the    splendours    of   that   empire    whioh 

felicity  will  be  laid  in  their  complete  freedom  stretches  oat  into  immensity,  and  shall  endure 

from  sin,  and  their  attainment  of  moral  perfec-  for  ever !    And  is  man  to  be  transported  to 

tion-— their  renovated  faculties  will  be  employ*  other  regions  of  the  universe,  to  mingle  with 

ed  in  contemplating  the  divine  glory-— the  di-  the  inhabitants  of  other  worlds,  and  to  exist 

vine  glory  consists  in  the  manifestation  of  the  throughout  an  endless  duration?    What  a  ncAAo 

divine  perfections— the  sensible  display  of  these  principle  does  the  human  mind  appear,  when 

perfections  will  be  given,  (and  can  only  be  given)  we  consider  it  as  qualified  to  prosecute  so  many 

in  the  works  of  creation,  in  the  intelligences  diversified  trains  of  thought,  to  engage  in  so 

which  people  the  material  world,  their  ordem,  sublime  investigations,  to  attain  the  summit  of 

gradations,  history,  and  present  state— in  the  moral  perfection,  and    to  expatiate  at  large, 

variety  of  scenery  which  the  abodes  of  intelli-  through  the  unlimited  dominions  of  the  Almighty, 

genoe  eidiibit — in  the  economy  and  moral  order  while  eternal  ages  are  rolling  on !    How  iroport- 

wbich  prevail  among  them,— ond  in  the  various  ant,  then,  ought  every  thing  to  be  considered 

dispensations  of  Divine  Providence  in  reference  which  is  connected  with  the  scene  of  our  eternal 

to  all  worlds  and  orders  of  beings.  destination!    If  these  truths  be  admitted,  reason 

With  regard  to  the  happiness  of  heaven,  the  and  common  sense  declare,  that  a  more  inte* 
Scriptures  convey  to  us,  in  general  propositions,  resting  aiKl  fnomentmt  sMbject  cannot  possibly 
certain  intimations  of  its  naUire,  qualities,  and  occupy  the  mind  of  man.    It  is  so  profoundly 
objects,  and  of  the  qualifications  which  are  requi*  interesting,  and  connectt'd  with  so  many  awful 
site  in  order  to  its  enjoyment.   The  discoveries  and  glorious  consequences,  that  we  must  be 
which  science  has  made  in  the  visible  creation  otterly  dead  to  every  noble  and  refined  feeling, 
form  so  many  illustrations  of  the  scriptural  decla-  if  we  be  altogether  indififerent  about  it. 
rations  on  this  subject;  and  it  it  undoubtedly  our  If  there  were  only  a  bare  prohabilitjf  for  the 
duty  to  direct  our  trains  of  thought,  and  to  expand  <^inion,  thai  man  is  immortal,  and  that  the  scenes 
our  conceptions  of  the  felicities  of  the  future  to  which  I  have  alluded  might  possibly  be  real- 
world,  by  every  illustrative  circumstance  which  ized,  it  ought  to  stimulate  the  most  anxious  in- 
ean  be  traced  in  the  scene  of  nature  which  the  quiries,  and  awaken  all  the  powers  and  energies 
Almighty  has  presented  to  our  view.    For  the  of  our  souls.    For  it  is  both  our  duty  and  our 
word  and  the  works  of  God  must  always  bar-  -  high<vt  interest  to  obtain  light  and  satisliu^tion, 
mooize,  and  reflect  a  mutual  lustre  on  each  other,  on  a  point  on  which  our  present  comfort  and 
What  we  find  to  be  actually  existing  within  the  our  ultimate  happiness  must  depend.    But,  if 
visible  scene  of  the  universe,  can  never  contra*  the  light  of  nature,  and  the  dictates  of  revela* 
diet  any  of  the  statements  <^  Revelation ;  but,  tion  Irath  conspire  to  demantirale  the  eternal 
on  the  contrary,  must  tend  to  elucidate  some  one  destiny  of  mankind,  nothing  can  exceed  the  folly 
or  other  of  its  interesting  communicatioos.  And  and  the  infatuation  of  those  who  trifle  with 
since  we  find,  in  our  survey  of  the  system  of  their  everlasting  intevosts,  and  even  try  every 
nature,  an  assemblage  of  Astonishing  objects  scheme,  and  prosecute  every  trivial  object,  that 
which  tend  to  raise  our  conceptions  of  the  Su-  may  have  a  tendency  to  turn  aside  their  thought! 
premA  Being,  and  of  tho  sublime  and  diversified  fi'om  this  important  subject.    Yet,  how  often  dc 
nature  of  future  felicity  ,•—11  becomes  us  to  prose-  we  find,  in  the  conduct  of  the  various  classes  o( 
cute  those  trains  of  thought  which  the  analo-  mankind,  the  merest  trifles  set  in  competitioa 
gies  of  Nature  and  of  Revelation  suggest,  in  with  the  scenes  of  happiness  or  of  misery  that 
order  to  enlarge  the  capacities  of  our  minds,  to  lie  beyond  the  grave.    The  grovelling  pleasures 
exalt  our  ideas  of  celestial  Miss,  and  to  prepare  derived  from  hounding  and  hone-racing,  baUs, 
us  for  more  axpansive  and  sublime  contempla-  masquerades,  and  theatrical  amusements ;  the 
tions,  in  that  world  where  the  physical  and  mo-  acquisition  of  a  few  paltry  pounds  or  shillings. 
*al  obstructions  which  now  impede  our  progress,  the  'ivi.'ng  of  dice,  or  the  shuflltog  of  a  pack  of 
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itrdi,  will  abioib  the  mindt  of  Uiousftiida  who  hoven  upon  hit  iDiod  in  relatkm  to  this  fuhfect, 
profMS  to  be  ntional  being*,  while  they  refuM  he  ahould  gite  hinneiriio  reet  till  it  be  diepelled. 
tu  ffiend  AM  terunu  hour  in  reflecting  oo  the  He  should  explore  every  avenue  where  light  and 
ihte  of  their  iimnortat  apirits,  when  their  bodiee  iaforraation  may  be  obtained }  he  should  proee- 
rfiall  have  dropped  into  the  tomb.  Nay,  auch  cute  hit  reiearchee  with  the  sanie  earneetnese 
it  the  indifference,  and  even  anHpatJ^  with  and  avidity  aa  the  miser  digs  for  hidden  trea- 
which  this  subject  it  treated  by  certain  classes  sares ;  and  above  all  things,  he  should  study, 
of  society,  that  it  is  considered  as  anfashionaUe,  with  deep  attention  and  humility,  the  revelation 
and  in  certain  cates,  would  be  regarded  as  a  contained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  with  earnest 
species  of  insult,  to  introduce,  in  conversation,  prayer  to  Ood  for  light  and  direction.  And  if 
a  sentiment  or  a  reflection  on  the  eternal  destiny  suc^  inquiries  be  conducted  with  reverence,  with 
of  man.  **  The  carelessness  which  they  betray  a  devotional  and  contrite  spirit,  and  with  perse- 
in  a  matter  whioh  involves  their  existence,  veranoe,  every  doubt  and  difficulty  that  may  have 
their  etemltv,  their  all,  (lays  an  energetic  formerly  brooded  over  his  mind  will  gradually 
Frelbcb  writer)  awakes  my  indignation,  rather  evanish,  at  the  thades  of  night  before  the  orient 
than  my  pity.  It  is  astonishing.  It  is  horrify-  sun.  "  If  thou  criest  after  knowledge,  and  lift- 
ing. It  is  monstrous,  f  speak  not  this  from  est  up  thy  voice  for  understanding;  if  thou  seek- 
the  pioiis  zeal  of  a  blind  devotion.  On  the  con-  est  her  as  silver,  and  searcbest  br  her  as  for  bid 
trary,  I  affirm,  that  selMove,  that  selAinterest,  treasures — then  shalt  ihou  understand  the  fear  of 
that  the  simplest  light  of  reason,  ahouki  inspire  the  Lord,  and  6nd  the  knowledge  of  Ghid.  For 
these  sentinenls ;  and,  in  (act,  for  this  we  need  the  Lord  givetb  wisdom,  out  of  bis  mouth  oometh 
but  the  peiceptions  of  ordinary  men. — It  requires  knowledge  and  understanding.  lu  all  thy  ways 
but  little  elevation  of  soul  to  discover,  that  here  acknowledge  him,  and  he  shall  I'Vect  thy  paths, 
there  is  no  substantial  delight ;  that  our  plea>  Then  shall  thy  light  break  forth  lu  obscurity,  and 
suras  are  but  vanity,  that  the  ills  of  lUe  are  thy  darkness  shall  be  as  the  noon-day." 
innumerable;  and  that,  after  all,  death,  which  In  fine,  if  we  are  thoroughly  convinced  of  our 
threatens  us  every  moment,  most,  in  a  few  years,  relation  to  an  eternal  world,  it  will  bo  our  coi»- 
perhapB  in  a  few  osyt,  place  ut  in  the  eternal  con-  stent  endeavour  to  cultivate  those  heavenly  dis- 
dition  of  happiness,  or  misery,  or  nothingness.*'  positions  and  virtues,  and  to  prosecute  that 
It  is,  therefore,  the  unperative  duty  of  every  course  of  action  which  will  prepare  us  for  the 
man  who  makes  any  pretensiont  to  prudence  and  enjoyments  of  the  heavenly  state.  '<  For  with- 
rationality,  to  endeavour  to  have  his  mind  im-  out  holiness  no  man  can  see  the  Lord ;  and  we 
pressed  with  a  conviction  of  the  reality  of  a  are  assured  that"  no  unclean  thing  can  enter  the 
future  and  invisible  world,  to  consider  its  import-  gates  of  the  New  Jerusalem,"  and  that  neither 
ance,  and  to  contemplate,  in  the  light  of  reason  **  thieves,  nor  extortioners,  nor  the  covetous, 
and  of  revelation,  the  grand  and  solemn  scenes  nor  the  effiiminate,  nor  drunkaids,  nor  revilers, 
which  it  displays.     While   the    least  doubt  nor  idolaters  shall  inherit  the  Kingdom  of  God.** 


PART  IV. 

09  THB  MORAL  aUiJ4nCAT101f8  REauiBlTB  TO  THE  ENJOTMERTS  OP  THE  FEUCriT  OF 

TOE  FUTURE  WORLD. 

Tbsrx  is  scarcely  aa  individual  who  admits  whioh  true  happiness  consitts,  and  from  fitUaci- 
the  doctrine  of  the  immortality  of  man,  who  out  views  of  the  exercises  of  a  future  state  and  the 
does  not  indulge  a  certain  degree  of  hope,  that  nature  of  its  enjoyments.  For,  in  order  to  enjoy 
he  shall  be  admitted  into  a  happier  world,  when  happiness  in  any  stale,  or  in  any  region  of  the  uoi* 
his  spirit  wings  its  way  from  tliis  earthly  scene,  verse,  the  mind  must  be  imbued  with  a  relish  for 
Even  the  man  of  the  worM,  the  profligate  and  the  society,  the  contemplations,  and  the  employ- 
the  debauchee,  notwithstanding  their  conscious-  ments  peculiar  to  that  region  or  state,  and  feel 
ness  of  guilt,  and  of  the  opposition  of  their  afieo-  an  ardent  desire  to  participate  in  its  enjoyments, 
tions  to  the  Divine  Law,  and  the  duties  of  the  What  pleasure  w?»ild  a  miser  whose  mind  is 
Christian  life,  are  frequently  found  buoying  wholly  absorbed  in  the  acquisition  of  riches,  feel 
themselves  up,  in  the  midst  of  their  unhalk>wei!  in  a  world  where  neither  goM  nor  silver,  nor  any 
courses,  with  the  vain  expectation,  that  an  All*  other  objeu  of  avarice  is  to  be  found?  What 
Meraifiil  Creator  will  not  suffer  them  ultimately  entertainment  would  a  man  whose  chief  on- 
to sink  into  perditior^  but  will  pity  their  weak-  joyment  oon^isti  in  hounding,  horse-racing, 
DOSS  and  follies,  and  receive  them,  when  diey  die,  routes,  and  masquerades,  derive  in  a  scene 
into  the  joys  of  heaven.  Such  hopes  arise  from  where  sudi  amusements  are  for  ever  abolished  7 
«gnoranee  of  the  divine  character,  and  of  that  in  Could  it  be  supposed  that  those  who  now  find 
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'Jieir  hi^heit  iateHectml  pl«MarM  in  Noireli  and  cootentigas,  which  are  »  comnoa  m  nm 
and  RomancM,  and  in  liatooing  to  tales  oTictn*  higher,  as  well  as  in  the  lower  ranks  of  lifei  sua 
dal|  would  experienoe  any  hi^  degree  of  en-  which  embitter  every  enjoyment?  Whence  does 
joyment  in  a  world  where  there  m  nothing  but  it  haj^mi,  that,  in  order  to  obtain  gratification, 
•ubatantial  realities,  and  where  the  inhabitants  and  to  render  existence  tolerable^  so  many  thou  • 
are  united  in  bonds  of  tha  purest  aflTection?— or,  sands  of  rational  beinjs  condescend  to  indulge 
that  those  whose  minds  never  rise  beyond  the  in  the  most  childish,  foolish,  and  brutal  diver* 
pleasures  of  gambling,  card-playing,  and  gossip-  sions?  Eren  in  the  most  polished  circles  of 
ping  ohit-chat,  would  feel  any  relish  for  the  re-  society,  many  who  pride  themselves  on  their  so- 
fined  enjoyments,  the  sublime  contempkuions,  periority  to  the  vulgar  throng,  are  found  deriving 
and  the  enraptured  praises  of  the  heavenly  in-  their  chiefgnitification,  not  only  in  scattering  den* 
hd>itailts  7  All  the  arrangements  of  the  celes-  truction  among  the  brotal  and  the  featliered  tribes 
tial  state,  behoved  to  be  changed  and  overturned,  but  in  mingling  among  the  motley  rabble  of  a  eoefc- 
and  angels,  archangels,  and  redeemed  men,  pitt  and  in  witnessing  a  ooople  of  boxen  encoun- 
baniahed  from  its  abodes,  before  such  oharaoters  tering  like  furioiM  fiends,  and  covering  each  other 
oould  find  entertainments  agreeable  to  their  with  wounds  and  gore.  Whence  arise  the  torments 
former  habits  and  desires.  Although  they  were  that  are  felt  from  wounded  pride  and  disappointed 
admitted  into  the  mansions  of  bliss,  they  would  ambition  ?  and  how  does  it  happen  that  social 
be  miserably  disappointed ;  and  would.feel  them-  parties  cannot  enjoy  themselves  for  a  couple  of 
selres  in  a  situation  similar  to  that  of  a  rude  hours,  without  resorting  to  cards  and  dice,  gam- 
savage  or  a  Russian  boor,  were  he  to  be  intro-  bling  and  goasipping,  and  the  circuhttion  of  tales 
dueed  into  an  assembly  of  princes  and  nobles,  of  scandal  ?  How  is  it  to  be  accounted  for,  that 
They  would  perceive  nothing  congenial  to  their  suicide  is  so  frequently  committed  by  persons  in 
former  pursuiti ;  they  would  feel  an  inward  reluc*  the  higher  cirdas,  who  are  surrounded  with 
taaoe  to  the  pore  and  holy  exercises  of  the  place,  luxuries  and  iplendour ;  atMi  that  murmuring, 
and  they  would  anxious)^  desire  to  fly  away  to  discontentment,  and  ingratitude,  mark  the  diqio- 
ragions  and  to  ooropanloos  more  aidapted  to  sitionsandoonductoflhekmerraoksofsociet^t 
thcdr  grovelling  views  and  allections.  For,  it  is  All  iJiese  efiects  proceed  from  the  absence  of 
die  decree  of  Heaven— «  decree  founded  on  the  Christian  principles  and  dispositions,  and  from 
moral  laws  which  govern  the  intelligent  univerae,  the  narrow  range  of  objects  to  which  the  inteU 
mnd  which,  like  the  law  of  the  Mwies  and  Per-  lectual  powers  are  confined.  The  man  who  is 
fiaus,  cannot  be  changed,^<hat  *<  WWtoiU  Ao^  actuated  by  Christian  views  and  affections,  looks 
fiess  no  mmi  eon  ses  tkildtrd^  and  that  *'  no  im-  down  with  indifference  and  contempt,  on  the  de- 
pore  person  that  worketh  abomination,  or  maketh  grading  pursuits  to  which  I  have  alluded ;  his  sool 
a  lie,  can  enter  withui  the  gates  of  the  Heavenly  aspires  afler  objects  more  congenial  to  his  ra- 
Jenwalem."  tional  and  immortal  nature;  ami  in  the  pursuit 

The  foundation  of  felici^  in  the  future  state,  of  these,  and  the  exercise  of  the  virtues  which 
is  substantially  the  same  as  that  which  forms  the  religion  inculcates,  be  enjoys  a  refined  pleasora 
basis  of  happinem  in  the  present  worid.  However  which  the  smiles  of  the  world  cannot  produce, 
elevated  the  station  in  which  an  individual  may  and  which  its  frowns  cannot  destroy, 
be  placed,  however  much  wealth  he  may  possess.  As  in  the  present  life  there  are  certain  menial 
and  however  splendid  his  rank  and  equipage,  he  endowments  necessary  for  securing  substantial 
can  enjoy  no  suftrfawft'of  felicity,  while  be  remains  happiness,  so,  there  are  certain  wml  qoalifica^ 
the  slave  of  grovelling  appetites  and  affections,  tioos  mdiwptnKJbfy  requisite  in  order  to  prepare  us 
and  while  pride  and  envy,  ambition  and  revenge,  for  relishing  the  entertainments  and  the  employ- 
exercise  a  sovereign  control  over  his  miod.  mentsof  the  life  to  come.  The  foundation  of  fb- 
While  destitute  of  supreme  love  to  Gbd,  and  bit-  tore  felicity  must  be  laid  in  "  repentance  towards 
nevolent  affections  towards  man,  and  of  the  God,  and  faith  towards  oor  Loni  Jesus  Christ." 
Christiiui  virtues  which  flow  from  these  funda-  We  musl  be  oonvincod  of  our  sin  and  depravity 
meutat  priticlplttii  of  moral  action,  thts  mind  must  as  descendants  of  the  first  Adam,  of  Uie  demerit 
remain  a  stranger  to  true  happiness,  and  to  all  of  our  offences,  of  the  spotless  purity  and  eternal 
those  expansive  views,  and  delightful  feelings,  rectitude  of  that  Being  whom  we  have  offended, 
which  raise  the  sool  above  the  pleasures  of  sense,  and  of  the  danger  to  which  we  are  exposed  as 
and  the  trivial  vexations  and  disappointments  of  the  violators  of  his  law.  We  roust  receive,  with 
the  pres«nt  life.  bimiiliiy  and  gratitude,  the  salvation  exhibited 

These  positions  coold  be  demonstrated,  were  in  the  Gospel,,  and  *' behold,"  wjth  the  eye  of 

It  necessary,  by  numerous  facu  connected  with  faith,  *<  the  LamS  of  God  who  laketh  away  thn 

the  moral  scenery  of  human  society.    Whence  sins  of  the  world."    We  must  depend  on  the  aid 

proceeds  that  enma,  which  is  felt  in  the  fashion-  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  enable  us  to  cotniieraei 

able  world,  in  the  absence  of  balls,  parties,  ope-  the  evil  propensities  of  our  nature,  to  renew  ear 

ras,  and  theatrical  entertainments?     Whence  soiild  aOer  the  divine  image*  and  to  inspire  «■ 

vise  thoae  domestic  broils,  those  family  feidj  with  ardent  desires  to  abound  all  in  those  "  frui^ 
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^fighfqtiBiiew  wfaloh  are  to  the  praiM  and  glory  evory  thing  is  preisarved  in  onilor  and  harmonj 

of  dod."    We  mast  ^  add  to  our  iaithf  fortitude  snd  in  organizing  the  bodies  of  men  and  otbei 

and  resohitioQ,  and  to  fortitude  knowledge,  and  to  creatures,  so  as  to  prevent  pain,  and  to  produce 

knowledge,  temperance,  and  to  temperance,  pa-  a  combination  of  pleasurable  sensalions.    Hii 

tience,  and  to  patience,  godliness,  and  to  godii-  goodness  extends  over  all  his  works,  and  is  die- 

nesH,  brotherly  kindness  and  charity.    For,  if  played  towards  every  rank  of  sensitive  and  in- 

these  thiogs  be  in  us  and  abound,  they  will  peiw  teUigenl  existence.    It  appears  in  the  splendours 

mil  us  to  be  neither  barren  nor  unfruitful  in  the  of  the  sun,  in  the  radiance  of  the  moon,  in  the 

knowledge  of  our  Zjord  Jesus  Christ ;— ^nd  so  an  glories  of  the  sUrry  firmament,  in  the  beautiful 

entrance  shall  be  abundantly  administered  unto  assemblage  of  colours  which  diversify  the  face  of 

us  into  the  everhwting  kingdon  of  oar  I«ord  and  Nature,  in  the  plants  and  floweci,  whidi  adorn 

Saviour."*  the  fields,  in  the  gentle  sephyrs,  b  the  rains  and 

The  foundation  of  Religion  being  thus  laid  in  dews  that  fertilize  the  soil,  in  the  provision  made 

the  exercise  of  such  Christian  graces,  the  follow-  fer  the  sustenance  of  the  innumerable  beings  that 

ing  dispositions  and  virtues,  among  many  others,  inhabit  the  air,  the  walera,  and  the  earth,  and 

will  be  cherished  and  culiivated,  and  will  form  "  in  filling  the  hearts  of  men  with  (bod  and  glad- 

sttbstantial  qualifications  for  enabling  us  tu  par-  ness.*'       His  mercy  and  forbearance  are  exer* 

ticipate  in  *'  the  inheritance  of  die  saints  in  light."  cised  towards  all  men,  even  to  the  most  profligate 

1.  Supreme  love  to  God,  the  original  source  nnd  abandoned,  b  supporting  them  b  existence 

of  happiness.     This  is  the  first  duty  of  every  and  loading  them  with  his  benefits,  even  when 

ratioDal  creature,  and  the  most  sublime  aflwction  they  are  engaged  in  arts  of  rebellion  against  him . 

that  can  pervade  iho  human  mind.     It  gkiws  in  For  he  oommandeth  his  sun  to  arise  on  the  seal 

the  breasts  of  angels  and  archangels,  of  cheru-  m  well  as  oo  the  good,  and  sondeth  rab  both  on 

him  and  seraphim,  yea,  tl^e  is  not  an  inhabitant  the  just  and  on  the  w^uat.   He  dispkys  his  long- 

of  any  world  in  the  universe  who  has  retained  auflfering,  for  maoy  years,  towards  (he  thought- 

bis  primitive  integrity,  b  whose  heart  it  does  less  pnxligal,  and  the  violators  of  his  law,  to 

not  reign  triumphant.    It  unites  all  holy  inlelli-  dennonstrate,  that  "  he  desirea  not  that  any  should 

genoee  to  their  Creator  and  to  one  another ;  and  perish,  but  that  all  shouUI  come  to  repeotaaoa." 

consequently,  it  muf  t  qualify  us  for  hoidbg  a  do-  A  Being  possessed  of  such  attributes,  and  in- 

ligfa'ful  interoourve  with  such  beings,  wherever  cessantly  displaying  such  beneficence  through- 

tkvy  exist,  and  in  whatever  region  of  the  imiverse  out  creation,  demands  the  highest  aflTection  and 

our  fiiture  resklence  may  be  appointed.    It  enli-  veneration  of  all  his   intelligent  oflsprbg ;  so 

▼ens  the  adoretions  of  the  angelb  tribes,  when  that  it  is  the  dictate  of  enlightened  reason  as 

they  exclaim,  "  Thou  art  worthy,  OLord,to  le-  well  as  of  revelatkm,  <»  Thou   shalt   feve  the 

ceive  glory,  ano  honour,  and  thanksgiving,  and  Lofd  thy  God  with    all  thy  heart,  with   all 

power."  'it  animates  them  b  all  their  celestial  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  strength."    For,  it  is 


rices ;  it  inspires  them  with  a  noble  ardour  from  him  as  the  origbal  source  of  felicity,  that 
in  executing  the  commands  of  their  Sovereign,  itU  our  sensitive  and  intellectual  enjoyments  pro- 
end  it  qualifies  its  possessor,  to  whatever  world  oeed,  and  on  him  we  depend  for  all  the  Messbgs 
h*  my  belong,  fur  co-operating  with  them,  in  that  shall  accompany  us  b  every  fiiture  stage  of 
carrying  forward  that  scheme  of  universal  be-  our  existence.  Love  to  God,  is  therefore,  the 
•evolence,  towards  the  aocomplishment  of  which  BMtt  reasonable  and  amiable  affection  that  can 
ail  the  arrangements  of  the  Creator  ultimately  glow  in  the  human  heart,  and  the  spring  of  every 
tend.  virtuous  action,  and  of  every  pleasing  and  rap- 

This  holy  afTectioo  is  congenial  to  every  view  turous  emotion.    If  we  are  possessed  of  this  di* 

we  can  take  of  the  character  and  operations  of  vine  principle,  we  shall  delight  b  his  worship, 

the  Deiiy,  and  its  ohiieation  is  deduced  from  the  mkI  bow  with  reverence  at  his  footstool ;  we  shaS 

clearest  principles  of  iisoson,  as  well  as  from  the  f^l  complacency  in  his  character  and  admbis* 

dictates  of  Revelatbn.    It  b  founded  on  every  (ration ;  we  shall  contemplate  with  admuvHimf 

aitrinuie  oT  the  Divinity,  and  on  every  part  of  the  incomprehensible  knowledge,  the  omnipotent 

his  physical  and  moral  admbistration.     His  om-  power,  and  the  boundless  beneficence  displayed 

nipotence  is  every  moment  ejmrted  b  supporting  tn  the  mighty  movements  of  creation  and  pro- 

the  frame  of  the  untverM,  in  bringbg  about  the  vidence ;  we  shall  feel  the  most  lively  emodoofl 

alternate  succession  of  day  and  night,  summer  of  gratitude  for  the  numerous  blessings  be  be- 

and  winter,  seed-time  and  harvest,  and  in  direct-  "tows ;  we  shall  be  resigned  to  his  wifi  und«^ 

bg  the  operation  of  the  elemenls  of  nature,  in  every  providential  arrangement,  and  we  shaB 

such  a  vray  as  to  contribute  to  the  happiness  of  Io"g  ^  that  happy  world  where  the  glories  of  his 

«Mn.     His  wisdom  and  intelligence  are  display-  nati/re,  and  the  "  kindness  U  his  love"  shall  be 

ed  in  proportionatbg  and  arranging  every  object  ^>ore  illustriously  displayed.    But  the  man  who 

in  the  system  of  nature,  b  such  a  manner,  that  >"  destitute  of  this  amiable  aflectiun,  is  bcapanie 

of  those  sublime  and  rapturous  emotions  whiei 

*  a  Feiar  i.  f^  i,  7. 0, 1 1    Ooddi1iSge*s  Translauon.  animate  the  minds  of  celestial  bteSiMoss.  md 
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■iiofamef  unqualified  for  mingliiig  in  their  soci- 
ety. He  b  a  rebel  agatoet  the  divine  govern- 
menti  a  ouisanee  in  the  universe  of  God,  the 
slave  oTgroveDing  appetites  and  passions,  and 
consequently,  unfit  for  participating  in  the  exer- 
cises and  enjoyments  of  the  saints  in  glory. 

2.  Jjove  U>  matddnd  is  another  afieetion  whidi 
is  indispensably  requisite  to  qualify  us  for  parti- 
cipating in  the  joys  of  heaven.  This  distinguish- 
ing characteristic  of  tlie  saints  naturally  and  ne- 
cessarily flows  from  love  to  the  Supreme  Being. 
*'  For  (says  tlie  apostle  John)  every  one  that 
ioveth  him  who  begat;  loveth  them  also  who  are 
begotten  of  him.  If  God  loved  us  we  ought  also 
to  love  one  another.  If  a  man  say,  I  love  G}od, 
and  hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar ;  for  he  who 
ioveth  not  his  brother  whom  he  hath  seen,  how 
can  he  love  GkxJ  whom  he  hath  not  seen."  As 
the  spring  flows  from  the  fountain  and  partakes 
of  its  quaJities,  and  as  the  shadow  alwa3r8  ao 
companies  the  substance,  and  is  produced  by  it, 
so  love  to  man  uniformly  accompanies  the  love 
of  God,  and  is  produced  by  the  powerful  influ- 
ence which  this  governing  principle  exerts  over 
the  mind. 

This  affection  is  accordant  with  the  dictates 
of  reason,  and  congenial  to  the  best  fedings  of 
the  human  heart.  When  we  consider  that  our 
feUow-men  derived  their  origin  from  the  same 
almighty  Being  who  brought  us  into  existence— 
that  they  are  endowed  with  the  same  physical 
functions  as  ourselves,  and  the  same  moral 
and  intellectual  poweri,-^hat  they  refish  the 
same  pleasures  and  enjoyments,  possess  the  same  - 
feelings,  and  are  subjected  to  the  same  wants 
and  afflictions— that  they  are  involved  in  the 
same  general  depravity,  and  liable  to  the  same 
temptations  and  disasters  that  they  are  jour- 
neying along  with  us  to  the  tomb,  and  that  our 
dust  must  soon  mingle  with  theirs — when  we 
consider  the  numerous  relations  in  which  we 
stand  to  our  brethren  around  us,  and  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  glob»--our  dependence  upon 
all  ranks  and  descriptions  of  men,  and  upon  al- 
most every  nation  under  heaven  for  our  sen- 
sitive and  intellectual  enjoyments,-— and  that 
thousands  of  them  are  traversing  sea  and  land, 
and  exposing  themselves  to  innumerable  dan- 
gers, in  order  to  supply  us  with  the  comforts  and 
the  luxuries  of  life — when  we  consider,  that  they 
are  all  destined  to  an  immortal  existence,  and 
shall  survive  the  dissolution  of  this  globe,  and 
bear  a  part  in  the  solemn  scenes  which  shall 
open  to  view  when  time  shall  be  no  more — in 
shftrt,  when  we  consider,  that  the  Great  Father 
of  all,  without  respect  of  persons,  makes  the 
same  vital  air  to  give  play  to  their  lungs,  the 
same  water  to  cleanse  and  refresh  them,  the 
same  rains  and  dews  to  fructify  their  fields,  the 
same  sun  to  enlighten  their  day,  and  the  same 
moon  to  cheer  the  darkness  of  their  night— wa 
«ust  be  convinced,  that  love  to  our  bretiueo  of 


mankind  is  the  Ikw  of  the  Creator,  ind  the 
rational  and  amiable  afiection  that  can  animate 
the  human  heart  in  relation  to  subordinate  inteU 
ligences.  He  who  is  deeUtuitt  of  thb  afl^ioo 
is  a  pest  in  society,  a  rebel  and  a  nuisance  \u 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and,  of  course,  tmqualified 
for  the  enjoyment  of  celestial  bitsa.  <*  For  be 
who  hateth  his  brothrr,  is  a  murdenr ;  and  we 
know  that  no  murderer  hadi  eternal  1^  abiding 
in  him."*  "^ 

But,  our  love  is  not  1o  be  confined  to  our 
brethren  of  the  race  of  Adam.  It  must  take  a 
loftier  flight,  and  comprehend  wiihin  its  expan- 
sive grasp,  all  the  holy  intelligences  in  the  uni- 
verse, in  so  far  as  their  nature  and  qualities  have 
been  made  known  to  us.  We  must  love  the  an- 
gel ic  tribes.  They  are  beings  who  stand  near 
the  summit  of  the  scale  of  intellectual  exis- 
lence ;  they  are  endowed  with  faculties  superior 
to  roan;  they  dwell  in  the  glorious  presence 
of  God,  and  are  employed  as  his  ministers  in 
superintending  the  aflfairs  of  his  goverament. 
They  are  poasessed  of  wonderful  activity,  in- 
vested with  powers  tX  rapid  motion,  and  floiH 
rish  in  immortal  youth.  They  are  adorned  witk 
consunuBate  holiness  and  rectitude,  and  with  pe- 
culiar loveliness  ef  character.  Pride  and  vanity^ 
envy  and  malice,  wrath  and  revenge,  never  ia»- 
kle  in  their  lireasts.  They  never  indoige  in  in- 
piety,  never  insult  the  Redeemer,  nor  bring  a 
railing  accusation  against  their  brethren.  Tikey 
glow  with  an  intmse  and  immortal  flame  of  Ioi« 
to  their  Creator ;  they  are  incessantly  employed 
in  acts  of  benevolence ;  they  occasionally  descend 
to  our  work!  on  embassies  of  mercy,  and  am 
ministering  spirits  to  the  heirs  of  salvation.  On 
all  these  aocounu  they  demand  our  esteem,  oar 
approbation,  and  our  affectionate  regard.  And, 
although  they  are  at  present  placed  beyond  the 
reach  of  our  beneficence,  and  we  have  no  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  our  benevolent  wishes,  yet 
we  may  afterwards  be  joined  to  their  society, 
and  co-operate  with  them  in  their  kdxnirs  of  love. 

The  indispensable  necessity  of  love  to  man- 
kind, and  to  every  class  of  holy  intelligences,  as 
a  preparation  for  heaven,  will  appear,  when  we 
consider,  that  we  shall  mingle  in  their  society, 
and  hokl  intimate  fellowship  with  them  in  the 
eternal  world.  For  the  inhabitants  of  our  vrorid 
who  are  admitted  into  heaven,  are  represented 
in  Scripture,  as  joining  **  the  general  assembly 
and  church  of  the  fiiet-bom,  the  spirits  of  just 
men  made  perfect  and  the  innumerable  company 
of  angels ;"  and  hence  they  are  exhibited,  in  the 
book  of  Revelation,  as  joining  with  one  heart 
and  one  mind  in  contemplating  the  divine  opera- 
tionsi  and  in  celebrating  the  praises  of  their  com- 
mon Lord.  In  the  society  ef  that  blessed  world, 
feve  pervades  every  bosom,  it  reigns  ibr  ever 
triumphant;  and  therefore,  every  eiereiae  aad 

•1  JohnllLlS. 


HUMILITY.  ...  lis 

'  mt«eoii0o  ■  coodttcled  with  affectiooy  harmony,  the  greatest  carae  that  can  &11  op^a  Chriatiaii 

and  peace.    Among  the  other  evils  which  shall  church,  when  it  insinuates  itself  into  the  qaindt 

ne  banished  from  the  New  Jerusalem,  it  is  de-  of  those  who  **  love  to  have  the  pre-eminence.*' 

clared  in  the  book  of  Revelation,  that  "  there  It  is  a  source  of  torment  to  its  possessor,  and  tc 

shall  be  no  more  crying"  or,  as  the  words  should  aH  around  him ;  and  of  all  the  malignant  paa« 

be  rendered,  **  there  shall  be  no  more  damouTf  sions  which  rankle  in  the  human  breast,  it  is  the 

broUt,  or  eonUndona**  arising  from  the  operation  most  inconsistent  with  the  present  character  and 

a[  malignant  principles.    No  jarring  affection  is  condition  of  man.     It  is  peculiar  to  fallen  and 

ever  felt,  no  malevolent  wish  is  ever  uttered,  and  depraved  intelligences,  for  it  is  certain,  from  the 

no  discordant  voice  is  ever  heard,  among  all  the  very  constitution  of  the  moral  system,  that  no 

myriads  of  those  exalted  intelligences.     Kind-  emotions  of  pride  or  haughtiness  are  ever  felt  in 

ness  and  benignity  expansive,  benevolence,  con-  the  breasts  of  angels,  or  any  other  holy  beings ; 

descension  and  humility,  are  the  characteristics  because  such  affections  are  incompatible  with 

of  all  the  inhabitants  of  heaven.    Without  these  the  principle  of  love  to  God  and  to  our  (eUow- 

qoalities  the  celestial  world  would  become  a  scene  creatures. 

of  eternal  confusion,  and  happiness  would  be        In  opposition  to  this  principle,  which  pcedo- 
banished  from  its  abodos.  If,  therefore,  we  would  minatos  in  the  minds  of  fiillen  man,  and  apoatatp 
be  qualified  to  associate  with  those  glorious  be-  angels, — humility  is  a  distinguishing  character- 
ings  and  to  participate  in  their  enjoyments,  we  istic  of  the  sons  of  God,  whether  on  earth  or  ia 
must  cultivate  the  same  virtues,  and  be  animated  heaven.      Henoe,  we  are  told  that  "God  re- 
by  similar  dispositions,  otherwise,  we  couU  ex-  sisteth  the  proud,  but  giveth  grace  to  the  hum- 
perienca  no  delight  in  the  society  of  angels,  ble'* — that  even  '^  a  proud  look  is  an  abominar* 
and  of  "  tbo  spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect."  tion  in  his  sight,'*  while  he  behokis  with  corn- 
Were  an  individual  whose  heart  is  full  of  ran-  piacency  **  the  humble  and  the  contrite  spirit.** 
cour  and  envy,  who  delights  in  broils  and  oonten-  Hence,  we  are  exiiorted  "  to  clothe  ourselves 
tions,  and  in  the  exercise  of  revenge,  to  be  ad-  with  humility  ;**  and  "  to  forbear  one  another 
mitted  into  that  society,  he  wouM  find  no  ass<H  in  all  lowliness  and  meekness  of  mind,  and  le 
ciates  actuated  by  congenial  feelings,  he  would  esteem  others  better  than  ourselves.*'    Htmility 
disturb  the  harmony  of  the  celestial  choir,  and  consists  in  a  just  sense  of  our  character  and  coo* 
would  be  instantly  expelled,  with  every  mark  of  dition,  both  as  depending  beings  and  as  apoi* 
indignation   and   horror,  from    those    blessed  tate  creatures,  accompanied  with  a  correspon- 
abodes.    "  For  what  fellowship  hath  righteous-  denltrainofdispositions  and  affections.   Howe- 
ness  with  unrighteousness  ?  what  communion  ver  much  this  disposition  has  been  disrelished  by 
hath  light  with  darkness  ?   and  what  concord  Hume  and  other  infidels,  who  consider  it  as  both 
hath  Christ  with  Belial  ?"    By  a  law  which  vicious  and  contemptible,— when  viewed  in  its 
pervades  the  whole  moral  universe  wherever  it  true  light,  it  appears  congenial  to  the  best  feel- 
extends,   which  can  never  be  rescinded,   and  ings  of  our  nature,  and  to  the  plainest  deductions 
which,  like  the  law  of  gravitation  in  the  materi-  of  reasoA,— When  we  consider  our  condition  as 
al  world,  connects  all  the  individuals  of  which  it  creatwe»f  dt^pendent  every  moment  on  a  Supe- 
is  composed  in  one  harmonious  system  ;  such  rior  Being  **  for  life,  and  breath,  and  all  things," 
characters  roust.  Of  necessity,  be  for  ever  exclu-  when  we  reflect  on  the  cunry««  '^"vs nidation  of 
ded  from  the  mansions  of  the  blessed.    On  the  our  corporeal  frame,  the  thousauti*o.  ,cja.,  arte- 
other  hand,  the  man  whose  heart  glows  with  love  ries,  muscles,  bones,  lacteals,  and  lymphatics, 
to  his  Creator,  and  with  expansive  affection  to  which  are  interwoven  through  its  constitution; 
mankind,  and  towards  all  holy  beings,  is  secured  the  incessant  pulsation  of  the  heart  in  the  centre 
of  eternal  happiness,  as  the  neoessory  reauU  of  of  the  system  and  the  numerous  other  functions 
the  possession  of  such  divine  principles;  and  and  movements  over  which  we  have. no  control, 
must  enjoy  felicity,  while  such  principles  re-  — when  we  reflect  on  oar  dboracter  as  guilty  and 
main  in  exercise,  during  all  the  future  periods  of  depraved  creatures,  in  the  presence  of  Him 
his  existence,  and  in  every  region  of  the  universe  "  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity  ;** 
to  which  he  may  be  transported.  and  on  the  numerous  diseases,  pains,  sorrows, 
3.  HumiUljf  is  another  essential  qualification  and  physical  evils  from  the  war  of  the  elements, 
for  enjoying  the  felicity  of  the  future  world,  v  which  we  are  subjected, — when  we  consider, 
There  is  nothing  that  appears  more  prominent  tii^t,  ere  long,  oor  bodies  must  crumble  into  duM, 
in  the  character  of  the  bulk  of  mankind,  than  and  become  the  prey  of  noisome  reptiles  ;— 
pride f  which  displays  itself  in  a  thousand  differ-  when  we  reflect  on  the  low  elation  in  whkk  we 
ent  modes  in  the  intercourses  of  society.    It  is  are  placed  m  the  eeaU  of  intelligent  erietenee  ■  ■ 
uniformly  accompanied  with  haughtiness  of  de-  that  we  are  only  like  so  many  atoms,  or  micro- 
mcanour,  self-conceit,  obstinacy,  arrogance,  and  scopic  animalculoD  when  contrasted  with  the  m* 
«  whole  train  of  malignant  passions  and  affeo-  numerable  myriads  of  bright  intelligences  diat 
lions.    It  is  the  pest  of  general  society,  the  people  the  empire  of  God--and  that  the  ^ah% 
source  of  domestic  broils  and  contentions,  and  on  which  we  dwell  is  but  as  "  the  drop  of  a 
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buiAst,'*  when  oompftred  with  th^  iniIlt(H)B  oT  bumble  and  condesceodingdemeftnoi'is  displayed, 

nore  reeplendent  worlds  that  roll  through  the  One  of  the  highest  order  of  those  celestaid  mes* 

vast  spaces  of  creation ;— aod,  in  Aortj  when  sengers — ^<  Gabriel,  who  stands  in  the  presence 

we  consider  the  grandeur  of  that  Omnipotent  of  God,"— winged  his  fiight  from  his  heavenly 

Being  whose  presence  pervades  every  region  of  mansion  to  our  wretched  world,  and,  directinft 

immensity,  and  in  whose  sight  **  all  the  inhabit-  his  course  to  one  of  the  most  despicable  villages 

•nta  of  the  world,  are  as  grasshoppers,  and  are  of  Galilee,  entered  into  the  hovel  of  a  poor  vir^ 

ooanted  to  him  as  less  than  nothing  and  vanity,''  gin,  and  delivered  a  message  of  joy,  with  the 

there  is  no  disposition  that  appears  liiore  con-  mostaffectionate  and  condescending  gratulationa. 

formaUe'to  the  character  and  condition  of  man.  Another  of  these  benevolent  beings  enlered  the 

than  "  lowliness  of  mind,"  and  none  more  uih  dungeon  in  which  Peter  was  bound  with  chains, 

reasonable  and  inconsistent  with  the  rank  and  knodced  off  his  fetters,  addressed  him  iu  the  lan« 

circumstances  in  which  he  is  placed,  than  pride,  guage  of  kindness,  and  delivered  him  from  the 

iiaughliuess  and  arrogance.  hands  of  his  furioos  persecutors.    When  Paul 

'Htis  amiable  disposition  forms  a  peculiar  trait  waa  tossing  in  a  storm,  on  the  billows  of  the 

in  the  character  of  angels  and  other  pure  inlelli-  Adriatic,  a  forlorn  exile  from  his  native  land,  and 

gences.    It  is  poor,  puny,  sinful  man,  alone,  who  a  poor  despised  prisoner,  on  whom  the  grandee* 

dares  to  be  proud  and  arrogant.    It  is  that  re-  of  this  world  looked  down  with  oontempt^i— an« 

bellious  worm  of  the  dust  alone,  (if  we  except  other  of  these  angelic  beings,  *'  stood  by  him," 

the  angels  of  darkness,)  that  looks  down  with  during  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  the  war  of 

supercilious  contempt  on  his  fellow-creatures,  the  elements,  and  ccmsoled  his  mind  with  the  as- 

and  attempts  to  exalt  himself  above  the  throne  of  sorance  of  the  divine  favour  and  jMOtection. 

GKid.    No  such  affections  are  ever  fell  in  the  Lazarus  was  a  poor  despised  individnal,  ia  ab» 

breast  of  superior  beings  who  havo  kept  their  first  ject  powty  and  distress,  and  dependent  on  cha- 

estate.    In  proportion  to  the  enlarged  capacity  rity  for  his  subsistence.    He  lay  at  the  gate  of  a 

of  their  minds ;  in  proportion  to  the  expansive  ridi  man,  without  firiends  or  attendants,  desiring 

views  they  have  acquired  of  the  dominions  of  to  be  fed  with  the  crumbs  that  fell  from  his  table, 

Jehovah,  in  proportion  to  the  elevated  concep-  His  body  was  covered  with  boils  and  ulcers, 

tions  they  have  attained  of  the  character  and  at-  whidi  were  exposed  without  covering  to  the  open 

tributes  of  their  Creator,  in  a  similar  proportion  air ;  for  the  *'  dogs  came  and  licked  his  sores." 

are  their  minds  inspired  with^miKfy,  reverence  ViHiat  nobleman  or  grandee  wouki  have  eondo« 

and  lowly  adoration.   Having  taken  an  extensive  scended  to  make  a  companion  of  a  fellow-crea- 

survev  '^^  'lie  operations  of  Omnipotence,  having  ture  in  such  loathsome  and  abject  circumstances  t 

w***        meir  way  to  numerous  worlds,  and  be-  Who,  even  of  the  common  people,  wooki  have 

•  .jKi  scenes  of  wisdom  and  benevolence,  which  received  such  a  person  into  their  houses,  or  de- 

the  eye  of  man  hath  not  yet  seen,  nor  his  imagi*  sired  his  friendship  t  Who  wouU  have  accounted 

nati<Hi  conceived,  and  having  contemplated  dis-  it  an  honour,  when  he  died,  to  attend  his  funeral  7 

playsof  intelligence  and  power,  which  are  beyond  Celestial  beings,  however,  view  the  cireum- 

the  reach  even  of  their  own  superior  faculties  to  stances,  and  the  characters  of  men  in  a  very  dil^ 

oomprebend-^hey  see  themselves  as  finite  and  ferent  light,  from  tliat  in  which  they  appear  to 

imperfect  creatures,  and  even  as  it  were  fooUf*  **  the  children  of  pride."    Poor  and  despised  as 

in  the  presence  of  Him  whose  glory  is  ineffable  Lazarus  was^  a  choir  of  angels  descended  from 

and  whose  ways  are  past  finding  out.— >Hence,  their  mansions  of  glory,  attended  him  on  his 

they  are  represented  as  *'  covering  their  faces  dying  couch,  and  wafted  his  disembodied  qnrit 

with  their  win^,"  in  the  presence  of  their  So-  to  the  realms  of  bliss. 

vereign  ;t  and,  in  the  Book  of  Revelatioit,  they        Since,  then,  it  appeaii,  that  angelic  beings, 

are  exhibited  as  "  casting  their  crowns  before  the  notwithstanding  their  exalted  stations,  and  tha 

throne,  and  saying  thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  superior  glories  of  their  charactorj  are  "  clothed 

receive  glory,  and  honour,  and  power .*'|    What  with  humility,"— it  must  form  a  distin^iishinif 

a  striking  contrast  does  sodi  a  scene  present  to  trait  in  our  moral  characters,  if  we  expect  to  b«i 

the  haughty  airs,  and  the  arrogant  conduct  of  the  admitted  into  their  society  in  the  world  to  como 

proud  beings  that  dwell  on  this  terrestrial  ball.  For  how  could  we  enter  into  harmonious  fellow* 

who  are  at  the  same  time  immersed  in  ignorance  ihip  with  these  pure  intelligences,  if  we  were 

and  folly,  immorality  and  crime !  actuated  with  dispositions  diametrically  opposite 

In  their  intercoursf  s  with  the  inhabitants  of  to  theirs,  and  what  happiness  would  result  from 

our  world,  and  the  offices  they  perform  as  minis-  such  an  association,  were  it  possible  to  be  effect* 

terbg  spirits  to  the  heirs  of  salvation,  the  same  ed?    A  proud  man,  were  he  admitted  into  hea- 
ven. Could  feel  no  permanent  enjoymem.    Tha 

•  In  the  book  of  Job,  Qlpbaz,  when  describing  the  «xt«rnal  glory  of  the  place  might  dazzle  bb  eyes 
•erfectlons  of  the  Almighty,  declares,  that  ^the  for  a  Utile,  but  he  would  feel  no  relish  for  the  se- 
aaavens  are  not  clean  in  his  sight,"  and  that  even  -:„iy  -«j  .l.  emnlovtaenia  of  that  world  Th« 
^  angels  he  chargeih  with /Wif."  Job  I  v.  i8  xv.is.  <^»«7,  ™  ^^""  empioywenis  oi  inai  woria.     i  be 

•  Isaiah  vLs.  I  Rev.  iv.  10-  n  peruliar  honour  coalerred  on  patriarchs^  pn^ 
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DheCg,  Mad  apostles,  and  the  noble  army  of  duu>  hat  nothing  dse  to  boast  of,  why  is  ha  proud  ^ 
/n,  and  the  exalted  stations  of  the  cherubim  and  What  a  pitiful  figure  he  would  make  among  the 
seraphim,  would  excite  his  envy  and  ambition,  inteOt^enl  and  adoring  hosts  of  heaven?  While 
and,  ere  long,  he  would  attempt  to  sow  the  seeds  such  a  disposition,  therefore,  predominates  in  the 
of  discord,  and  to  introduce  anarchy  and  oonfu-  mind,  its  possessor  can  enjoy  no  substantial  feti- 
•ion  among  the  hosts  of  heaven.  So  that  the  city  either  in  this  life  or  in  the  life  to  come, 
iiassion  of  pride,  when  cherished  in  the  soul  as  On  the  other  hand,  the  man,  who,  like  hia  Re- 
>htf  governing  principle  of  action,  is  utterly  in-  deemer,  is  '*  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,*'  has  *MhA 
compatible  with  our  admission  into  the  regions  witness  in  himself,"  that  he  has  obtained  the  ap' 
of  harmony  and  love.  probation  of  his  God,  that  ho  is  assimilated  to 
Let  roe  ask  the  man  in  whose  heart  pride  and  angelic  beings  in  his  temper  and  affections,  (bat 
haughtiness  predominate,  if  he  really  imagines  he  has  ihe  principle  of  eternal  life  implanted  in 
that  be  can  be  a  candidate  tor  a  glorious  and  im-  his  soul,  and  that  he  is  in  some  measure  qualifit  d 
aortal  existence  ?  Does  he  not  at  once  perceive  for  joining  in  the  exercises,  and  enjoying  the 
the  inconsistency  of  such  a  thought  with  the  dio-  felicity  of  the  heavenly  state.  "  For  thus  saith 
tates  of  reason,  and  the  nature  of  future  leiicity  7  the  high  and  lofly  One  that  inhabiteth  eternity, 
—Of  what  has  he  any  reason  to  be  proud  ?  Is  whose  name  is  holy ;  I  dwell  in  the  high  and 
he  proud  of  his  birth?  of  his  ancutart  ?  of  bis  holy  place f-^u^tM  kim  aUo  that  u  cf  a  eantrku 
vteaUh  7  of  hii  •tation  ?  of  his  6eciu^  7  of  bis  and  humble  ^pmt,  to  revive  the  spirit  of  the  hum- 
personal  oceonqiUahTnentt  7  of  his  gaUantry  ?  of  hie,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones." 
k'u  d^tmcheriu?  of  his  militaiyprotoest?  or  of  4.  Active  Benefieeneet  with  all  its  accompany- 
Ike  thoiuandt  qf  human  beingt  he  hoe  dain  tn  ing  virtues,  is  another  characteristic  of  tlie  man 
battle  f  Is*  he  proud  of  his  skill  in  music,  in  who  is  training  for  the  heavenly  inheritance, 
dancing,  in  fencing,  in  fox-hunting,  and  in  gam-  Wherever  the  principle  of  love  to  God  and  man, 
Uing?  of  his  knowledge  in  languages,  in  lite-  and  the  grace  of  humility  are  In  exercise,  they 
rature,  in  arts  and  Sciences  1  Or  is  be  proud  will  uniformly  lead  the  individual  who  is  under 
that  h>  is  subjected  to  the  asthma,  the  gra*  their  influtmce  to  "  abound  in  the  fi'uits  of  right- 
vel,  the  01  tipsy,  and  the  gout,  that  his  fune-  eousness,  and  to  use  every  active  endeavour  to 
ral  will  be  attended  by  a  train  of  mourners,  promote  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  mankind, 
and  that  a  monument  of  marble  will  be  erect-  He  will  euduavour,  as  far  as  his  power  and  influ- 
ed  to  his  memory,  when  his  carcass  is  putre-  ence  extend,  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  poor, 
fying  with  the  reptiles  of  tho  dust  1  Suppose  the  fatherless  and  the  widow,  to  soothe  the  dt»- 
he  were  admitted  into  the  celestial  mansions--  oonsolate,  to  cumfori  the  afflicted,  to  shelter  the 
which  of  all  these  topics  would  he  choose  for  the  houseless  and  benighted  traveller,  to  instruct  the 
theme  of  his  conversation,  and  the  ground  of  bis  ignorant,  and  to  meliorate  the  moral  and  physical 
boasting?  Would  he  attempt  to  entertain  the  condition  of  every  rank  df  society.  He  will  pa- 
cherubim  and  the  seraphim,  by  telling  them  how  tronize  every  scheme  which  has  for  its  object  to 
many  rude  chieftains  he  waa  descended  from,  remove  the  evils  which  exist  in  the  social  state- 
bow  many  ancient  families  he  was  connected  to  increase  the  comforts  of  mankind — to  improve 
with,  and  bow  many  acres  of  land  be  possessed  the  soil — (o  facilitate  human  labour — lo  clear  away 
as  a  patrimony  in  that  wrvtched  work!  which  is  nuisances  from  the  habitations  of  men— to  pro- 
soon  to  be  wrapt  in  flames  7  Wouki  he  tell  them  mote  order,  cleanliness,  and  domestic  enjoyment 
sf  bis  expertness  as  a  marksman,  of  his  dexte-  — lo  train  the  minds  of  the  young  to  knowledge 
rity  as  a  borse>racer,  of  his  adroitness  as  a  boxer,  and  virtoe-7>to  introduce  improvement  in  the  me- 
of  his  skill  in  manosuvring  an  army,  of  the  vil-  chanical  arts,  and  to  diffuse  useful  science  among 
lages  he  had  burned,  of  Ihe  towns  he  had  pit-  all  ranks.  Above  all  things  he  will  endeavour, 
laged,  or  of  the  thousands  he  had  butchered  in  in  so  far  as  his  station  and  opportunities  permit, 
storming  a  city  ?— He  would  be  overwhelmed  to  promote  the  spiritual  improvement  and  the 
with  shouts  of  indignatibn,  and  instantly  hissed  eternal  happineee  of  mankind,  and  will  stody  to 
from  their  abodes.-~ Would  he  boast  of  his  skill  render  all  his  other  exertions  subservient  to  the 
in  languages  and  antiquities,  or  of  his  knowledge  attainment  of  this  most  interesting  and  momen- 
tn  arts  and  sciencM?  Wliat  a  poor  ignoramutf  tous  object.  In  contributing  to  the  aocompTish- 
(if  I  may  use  the  expression)  would  he  appear  ment  of  this  end,  he  will  give  his  countenance 
in  the  presence  of  Gabriel,  the  angel  of  God,  and  support  to  every  institution,  and  to  every  ra^ 
who  has  so  frequently  winged  his  way,  in  a  few  tional  scheme  which  is  calculated  to  promote  the 
hours,  from  heaven  to  earth,  and  surveyed  the  knowledge  of  the  scriptures  of  truth,  throughout 
regions  of  unnumbered  worUs !  Would  a  poor  oar  own  country,  and  in  other  lands,  and  to  make 
worm  of  the  earth,  whose  view  is  confined  within  known  "the  salvation  of  God"  over  all  the 
a  few  miles  around  it,  boast  of  its  knowledge  in  earth.— In  such  benevolent  exertions  he  will  par- 
Jm  presence  of  beings  endowed  with  such  capa-  severe,  even  in  the  &ce  of  every  species  of  op- 
cious  powers,  and  who  have  ranged  over  so  vast  position,  obloquy,  and  reproach,  through  the  whole 
a  portioa  of  the  universe  of  God  ?    And,  if  he  course  of  bis  existence  in  this  workt,  tU  d«tth 
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truuport  him  to  a  nob'et  sphere  of  actioo  and  iDtelligeoces,  as  bis  miniMers  in  acconplisluDg 
enjo^nMOL  his  designSf  and  for  oommunicating  enjoy manl 
The  -neeessitj  of  aciuiring  habits  of  actiTO  to  «Ach  other.     With  respect  to  the  aoge'ls,  we 
beneficencei  in  order  Ic  our  preparation  for  the  &ro  informed  by  Paul,  that  "  they  are  all  mmum 
felicity  of  the  future  world,  will  appear,  if  we  <>rmf  vinU,  sent  forth  to  minister  to  them  who 
consider,  that  heaven  is  a  ioeial  ttaUt  and  that  >haU  be  heirs  of  salvation.''     Hence  we  learn 
a  considerable  portion  cf  its  happiness  will  con-  from  sacred  history,  (hat  they  delivered  Peter 
sist  id  the  mutual  interchange  of  benevolent  af^  ^om  the  fury  of  Herod  and  Aio  Jewish  rulers,— 
fections  and  beneficent  actions.     There  will,  Daniel  from  the  ravenous  lions — Lot  from  the 
indeed,  be  no  poor  and  distressed  objects  to  be  destruction  of  Sodom,  and  Jacob  from  the  hands 
relieved  and  comforted,  no  sorrows  to  be  allevi-  ^  ^nu  ;  that  they  strengthened  and  refreshed 
ated,  and  no  physical  nor  moral  evils  to  be  couo-  El\jah  in  the  wilderness,  comforted  Daniel  when 
teracted  ;  for,  in  the  New  Jerusalem  "  there  covered  with  sackcloth  and  ashes,  directed  Jo- 
shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow  nor  cry-  8*>ph  and  Mary  in  their  journey  to  Egypt,  and 
ing,  neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain,  for  Cornelius  to  Peter,  to  receive  the  knowledge  ol 
the  former  things  shall  have  passed  away,  and  aalvation ;   that  they  communicated  "  good  ti- 
God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes."  d^ng"  of  great  joy"  to  Zacharias  the  father  of 
But  its  inhabitants  will  be  for  ever  employed  in  John  the  Baptist,  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  to 
acts  of  beneficence  towards  each  other,  corres-  the  shepherds  in  the  plains  of  Bethlehem,  and 
ponding  to  their  dignified  sUtioos,  and  the  ctr-  consoled  the  hearts  of  the  disconsolate  disciptes, 
cumstances  in  whidi  they  are  plaosd.     This  is  ^Y  proclaiming  the  resurrection  of  their  Lord 
evident  from  the  very  nature  of  JLoee,  which  ^^  Master  ;^«nd  we  have  reason  to  conclude, 
pervades  the  hearts  of  the  whole  of  that  "  mul-  that  such  minisu^tions  are  appointed  to  be  coo- 
titude  which  no  man  can  number."     Love  can  tinned  throughout  all  the  periods  ol'time. 
be  manifested  only  by  its  c^feeto,  or  by  those  ex-         ^^  i>  not  improbable  that  the  spirits  of  just 
ternal  acts  of  kindness  and  benignity  which  tend  "^^^  made  perfect    are  likewise  oocasionally 
to  6orarotmicate  happiness  to  others ;  and,  there  omployed  in  similar  services.    When  the  vision 
can  be  no  doubt,  that,  in  a  thousand  ways  in-  of  the  New  Jerusalem  was  exhibited  to  John 
comprehensible  to  us,  the   inhabitants  of  the  ^y  ^  celestial  messenger,  he  "  fell  down  to  wor- 


•  which  is  *'  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory/*  The     ^^  %/etfoto-seruant,  and  of  Ihy  brgthren  /As 

sympathetic  feelings  they  will  express  for  each  prtrpheu,  and  of  them  that  keep  (or  are  interested 
other,  both  in  respect  to  their  former  and  their  pre>  in)  (he  sayings  of  this  book."  These  words 
sent  condition,  the  interest  they  will  take  in  listen-  would  naturally  lead  us  to  conclude,  that  this 
ing  to  each  other's  history,  the  scenes  of  felicity  messenger  was  a  departed  saint,  since  he  desig* 
to  which  they  will  conduct  each  other,  the  n(4>Ie  nates  himself  a  brother ,  ^.propheiy  and  a  feUono* 
and  enrapturing  subjects  of  conversation  with  ^t^rwint.  Perhaps  it  was  the  spirit  of  Moses,  of 
which  they  will  entertain  one  another,  the  ob-  David,of  Isah&h,  of  Jeremiah,  or  of  Daniel,  wh^ 
jecls  of  beauty  and  sublimity  to  which  they  will  wouU  account  it  an  honour  to  be  employed  is 
direct  each  other's  attention,  the  lectures  on  di-  Bt>ch  a  service  by  their  exalted  Lord.  BtM 
vine  subjects,  which  the  more  capacious  and  whether  or  not  such  a  supposition  may  be  admit** 
exalted  spirits  among  ihcm  may  deliver  to  their     ^od,  certain  it  is,  that  the  saints  will  hereafter 

younger  brethren  of  '*  the  ohurch  of  the  first-  be  employed  in  active  beneficent  services,  ii: 

born,"  and  the  intelligence  from  distant  worlds  concert  with  other  holy  beings,  so  tong  as  thei- 

which  the  seraphim  may  communicate,  on  re-  oxistence  endures.     For  they  are  constituted 

turning  from  their  embassies  of  love  to  other  **  Kings  and  Priests  to  the  God  and  Father  of 

regions— may  form  a  part  of  those  beneficent  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,^'  and  are  **  workers  lo- 

services,  into  which  every  inhabitant  of  that  gather  with  God,"  in  carrying  forward  the  plans 

w  orld  will  engage  with  peculiar  pleasure.     To  of  his  government. 

communicate  happiness  in  overj  possible  mode,         Since,  then,  il  appears,  that  the  inhabitants 

to  make  surrounding  associates  exult  with  joy,  of  heaven  are  incessantly  employed  in  acts  of 

and  to  stimulate  them  to  celebrate  the  praises  beneficence,  the  habit  of  beneficence  which  b 

of  the  "  Giver  of  all  Good,"  will  be  their  un-  acquired   in  this  world,    along    with  its  oo- 

seafting  desire  and  their  everlasting  delight.  company  ing   virtues,  may   be   considered  as 

We  have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  a  vast  t^    preparutkm    and  a   qualification    for  that 

systnm  of  universal  Benevolence  is  going  on  more  extensire  s  ihere  t^  moral  action   into 

throughout  the  oniverso  of  God,  and  that  it  is  which  the  saints  shall  be  introduced,  when  tboy 

the  grand  object  of  hb  noral  government  to  d is-  wing  their  way  from  this  earthly  oall  to  tlte 

tribute  happiness  among  unnumbered  worlds,  regions  above.    And,  consequently,  those  who 

la  proaecuting  this  object,  be  employs  created  never  engage  in  **  works  of  laith  and  bboura  el 
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lov«^'*  and  who  are  gorernad  by  a  principle  of  thall  never  more  shed  their  baleful  influence, 

M(^t)hie»t  in  the  general  tenor  of  their  conduct,  and  where  love,  peacci  and  harmonyi  mutual 

muet  be  considered  as  unqualified  for  taking  a  esteem,  brotherly-kindness  and  charity,  are  for 

part  in  the  benevolent  employments  of  the  celes-  ever   triumphant!    To  depart   from  a   world 

lial  world.*  where  selfishness  and  malignity,  strife  and  dis- 

Let  us  now  consider  for  a  little,  the  happiness  sensions,  wars  and  devastations  so  generally 

which  must  flow  from  an  association  widi  inteU  prevail,  and  to  enter  upon  a  scene  of  enjoyment 

iigent  beings  animated  with  the  sublime  pria*  where  the  smiles  of  benevolence  beam  from  the 

ciples  and  holy  dispositions  to  which  I  have  now  countenances  of  unnumbered  glorious  intelli- 

adverted.  Koaccs,  must  raise  in  the  soul  the  most  ecstatic 

In  the  present  world,  one  of  the  {M'ineipal  rapture,  and  be  the  ground-work  of  all  those 

sources  of  misery,  arises  from  the  malevolent  other  "  pleasures  which  are  at  God^s  right  band 

dispositions,  and  immoral  conduct  of  its  inhabi-  for  evermore."— Even  in  this  workl,  amidst  the 

tants.     Pride,  ambition,   malignant   passions,  physical  evils  which  now  exist,  what  a  scene  of 

falsehood,  deceit,  envy,  and  revenge,  which  ex-  felicity  would  be  produce^,  were  all  the  illus- 

ercise  a  sovereign  sway  over  the  hearts  of  the  trious  philanthropic  characters  now  living,  or 

majority  of  mankind— -have  produced  more  mi-  which  have  adorned  our  race  in  the  ages  that  are 

sery  and  devastation  among  the  human  race,  past,  to  be  collected  into  one  society,  and  to  as- 

than  the  hurricane  and  the  tempest,  the  eartb-  sociate  exclusively,  without  annoyance  from 

quake  and  the  volcano,  and  all  the  other  concus-  "  the  world  that  lieth  in  wickedness !"    Let  us 

sions  of  the  elements  of  nature.    The  lust  of  suppose  a  vast  society  compoeed  of  such  cha- 

ionlntion  has  covered  kingdoms  with  sackcloth  ract  rs  as  Moses,  Elijah,  Jeremiah,  Daniel, 

andashes,.levelledciiieswith  the  ground,  turned  Paul,  James  and  John,  the  Evangelists,  men 

villages  into  heaps  of  smoking  ruins,  transformod  who  accounted  it  their  highest  honour  to  glorify 

fertile  fields  into  a  wilderness,  polluted  the  earth  Qod  and  to  promote  the  saJvatioo  of  mankind,— 

with  human  gore,   slaughtered  thousands'  and  such  philanthropists  as  Howard,  Clarksoo,  Ven- 

millions  of  human  beings,  and  filled  the  once  ning,  and  Sharpe,  who  displayed  the  most  be- 

cheerful  abodes  of  domestic  life,  with  the  sounds  nignant  affections,  and  spent  their  mortal  exist- 

of  ^weeping,  lamentation,  and  woe.     Ir^fuaUee  ence  in  unwearied  efforts  to  meliorate  the  con- 

and  violence  have  robbed  society  of  its  rights  dition  of  the  prisoner,  and  relieve  the  distresses 

and  privileges,  and  the  widow  and  fetherless  of  of  the  wretched  in  every  land-^4o  deliver  the 

their  dearest  enjoyments.    Superstition  and  re-  captive    from    his  oppressors— to  unloose  the 

venge  have  immolated  their  millions  of  victims,  shackles  of  slavery — to  pour  tight  and  vital  air 

banished  peace  finom  the  world,  and  subverted  into  the  noisome  dungeon,  and  to  diffuse  blcss- 

the  order  of  society.    The  violation  of  truth  in  ings  among  mankind  wherever  they  were  found ; 

contracts,  affirmations,  and  promises,  has  in-  — ^uch  profound  philosophers  as  Locke,  Newton, 

voived  nations  in  destructicm,  undermined  the  and  Boyle,  whose  capacious  imellects  seemed  to 

foundations  of  public    prosperity,  blasted  the  embrace  the  worlds  both  of  matter  and  of  mind, 

good  name  and  the  comfort  of  families,  perplexed  and  who  joined  to  their  mental  accomplishments, 

and  agitated  the  minds  of  thousands  and  millions,  modesty,  humility,  equanimity  of  temper,  and 

and  thrown  contempt  on  the  revelations  of  hea*  general  benevolence ;— such  amiable  divines  as 

ven,  and  the  discoveries  of  science.    Malice,  Watts,  Doddridge,  Bates,  Hervey,  Edwards, 

envy,  haired,  and  similar  affections,  have  stirred  Lardner,  and  Dwight,  whose  hearts  burned  with 

up  strifes  and  contentions,  which  have  invaded  zeal  to  promote  the  glory  of  their  Divine  Mas- 

the  peace  of  individuals,  families,  and  societies,  ter,  and  to  advance  the  present  and  everlasting 

and  imbittered   all    their    enjoyments.     It  is  interest  of  their  felk>wmen«    To  associate  per- 

scarcely  too  much  to  affirm,  that  more  than  nin»-  petually  with  such  characters,  even  with  the  im- 

lenlhs  of  all  the  evils,  perplexities,  and  sorrows,  perfections  and  infirmities  which  cltsaved  to  them 

which  are  the  lot  of  suffering  humanity,  are  in  this  sublunary  region,  would  form  something 

owing  to  the  wide  and  extensive  operation  of  approaching  to  a  paradise  on  earth, 

such  diabolical  principles  and  passions.  But,  let  us  suppose  such  characters  divested 

What  a  happiness,  then,  must  it  be,  to  mingle  of  every  moral  and  mental  imperfection,  endowed 

in  a  society  where  such   malignant  aff«ctioos  with  every  holy  principle  and  virtue  that  can 

adorn  a  created  intelligence,  and  with  capaciodi 

•  This  subject  mtsht  have  been  Illustrated  Rt  intellectual  powers  in  vigorous  and  incessant 

irreaicr  length ;  but  as  the  author  has  already  had  „_««,:«.  j-,«ii:««  i..  .  ^^ia  .tk^*  •••»»  n>*i^ 

Scciwlon  to  enter  Into  a  minute  discussion  of  the  «««"«.  dwellmg  m  a  woild  where  every  natu- 

priiirlples  of  moral  action,  and  their  relation  to  the  ral  evil  is  removed,  where  scenes  of  glory  meet 

lnhwiiruiniB  of  all  worlds.  In  his  wOrk  on  "  The  Phi-  ,ho  eye  at  every  step,  and  where  boundless  pros- 

ln«ophy  of  Religion."— he  refers  his  readers  to  that        _.  ■'  .    .  u  u'r_«  .u      • r  .».    •.,.., 

licatlse,  for  a  more  ample  ehicldatlon  of  the  several  P«5t«  "trotch  before  the  view  of  the  enrantored 

topics,  to  whleh  he  has  briefly  adverted  In  the  pre-  mind.    Let  us  further  suppose,  intefligences  nh 

UutiooM.  sublime— who  have  ranged  through  the  u 
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^  of  crefttkn,  who  have  mingled  with  the  Id-  bid  and  wmtow,  and  wwy  evit  annoTHioe  ^* 
Habitants  of  ten  thoueand  woHda,  who  have  your  joya  are  UDtnterrupted,  ever  increaaing,  an* 
learned  the  hirtory  of  the  divine  diepenaatioos  ever  new ; — ^yoar  proepecta  are  bonndleaa  aa  tha 
in  relation  to  them  all,  and  who  are  inspired  tmiverae,  and  your  duration  permanent  as  the 
with  every  amiable  and  benignant  feeling,  and  throne  of  the  Eternal ! — We  dwell  **  in  bouaea  oi 
with  humUity,  love  and  condeecension ; — let  us  clay  whose  foundation  is  in  the  dust :"  we  so- 
suppose  ambassadors  of  this  description,  from  joum  in  "  a  land  of  pits  and  snares,"  and  within 
numerous  worlds,  occasionally  joining  this  celes-  *'  the  region  of  the  shadow  of  death :"  we  walk 
tial  society,  and  <*  rehearsing  the  mighty  acts  amidst  scenes  of  sorrow  and  suffbring,  surrounded 
of  Jehovah,"  as  displayed  in  the  regions  from  by  "  the  tents  of  strife,"  and  expoaed  to  the 
whence  they  came, — let  us  suppose,  **  the  man  malice  of  *'  lying  lips  and  deceitful  tonguea  !'* 
Christ  Jesus"  president  among  them,  in  the  e&  From  our  earthly  prison,  to  which  we  are  now 
fiilgonce  of  his  glory,  and  unfolding  his  peerless  chained  as  **  prisoners  of  hope,"  we  lift  up  our 
excellences  to  every  eye, — ^let  us  suppose  theee  eyes  to  your   happy  mansions,  with   longing 
glorious  beings  engi^ed  in  conversations,  con-  desires,  uid  exclaim,  *'  O  that  we  bad  the  wings 
templalions,  investigations,  tlianksgivings,  adora-  of  a  seraph,  that  we  might  fly   away  to  your 
tioos,  and  beneficent  services,  corresponding  to  blissful  seats  and  be  at  reat !"    We  long  to  join 
the  magnificence  of  the  region  in  which  they  "the  general  asaerobly  and  church  of  the  first* 
reside,  and  to  the  dignity  of  their  natorea—and  bom,  which  are  written  in  heaven— the  apirita  of 
we  have  a  faint  picture  of  the  social  enjoyments  just  men  made  perfects— the  innumerable  com* 
of  the  celestial  world.    This  is  the  society  of  panyof  aagela-^esus  the  Mediator  of  ilie  now 
heaven,  the  general  aasembty  of  U)e  church  tri-  covenant,  and  God  the  Judge  of  all." 
lunphant,  for  which  we  must  now  be  inspired  May  the  Father  ofallmercies,who  hath  begot- 
with  a  divine  reliah  and  for  which  we  must  now  ten  us  to  the  lively  hope  of  an  incorruptible  inho' 
be  prepared  in  the  temper  and  disposition  of  our  Htance,  grant  that  we  may  persevere  in  the  Chria- 
minds,  if  we  expect  to  IM  hereafter  admitted  into  tian  courae,be  kept  from  fiilling,  be  ''goaided  by 
that  **  house  not  made  widi  hands  which  ia  eter^  his  almighty  power,  through  &ith  unto  salvatioo," 
nal  in  the  heavens."  and  that  in  due  time,  an  entrance  may  be  abon- 
O  blessed  and  glorioua  society !  where  no  oon-  dantly  administeied  to  us  into  the  everkiAiag 
tentions  ever  arise,  where  no  malignant  spirit  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jeatia  Christ." 
interrupts  the  universal  harmony,  where  no  male*  To  whom  be  glory  fi>r  ever  and  aver.    Amen. 
tolent  af!ection  is  ever  displayed,  where  no  pro- 
vocation disturbs  the  serenity  of  the  mind,  where  From  the  subject  to  which  our  attention  kaa 
not  one  revengeful  thought  arises  against  the  most  now  been  directed,  we  may  learn,  what  will  eon- 
depraved  inhabitant  of  the  universe,  where  a  atitute  one  bitter  ingredient  in  the  punishmenl 
single  falsehood  is  never  uttered,  where  folly,  thatawaitstbewickedinthefuture  world.  As  tba 
impertinence  and  error  never  intrude,  where  no  principle  of  love,  which  pervadea  the  minds  of  the 
f^own  sits  lowering  on  the  countenance,  and  no  inhabitants  of  heaven,  with  the  diversified  rami- 
cloud  ever  intercepts  the  sunshine  of  benevo-  fications  into  which  it  diverges,  forma  the  ground- 
lence !— >where  "  Holiness  lo  the  Lord"  is  in-  work  of  all  the  other  enjovmenia  of  the  celestiai 
scribed  on  every  heart,  where  every  member  ia  world,— «o  the  principle  of  malignity  which  pra- 
knit  to  another  by  the  indissoluble  bonds  of  af^  dominates  in  the  hearts  of  the  wicked,  will  be 
lection  and  esteem,  where  a  friendship  is  com-  the  source  of  Ae  greater  part  of  that  miaery  they 
menced  which  shall  never  bo  dissolved,  where  are  doomed  to  atiAer  in  the  eternal  states**'  We 
love  glows  in  every  bosom,  and  benignity  beama  cannot  form  a  more  dreadful  picture  of  fimir* 
from  every  countenance,  where  moral  excellence  punishment  than  by  conceiving  die  principles  of 
is  displayed  in  its  most  sublime,  and  diversified,  falsehood,  deceit,  and  malignity,  and  the  passions 
and  transporting  forms,  where  **  a  multitude  of  pride,  haired,  malice,  ami  revenge,  raging  with 
which  no  man  can  number,  from  all  nationa,  and  uncontrolled  and  perpetual  violence.     We  need 
kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues,"  join  in  uni-  represent  to  ourselvea  nothing  more  horrible  m 
son  with  angels  and  archangete,  principalities  the  place  of  punishment,  than  by  suppoaing  th« 
and  powers,  in  swelling  the  song  of  salvation  to  Almighty  simply  permitting  wicked  men  to  giw 
Him  that  sits  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  full  scope  to  their  malevolent  dispositions ;  1    ~ 


tfiat  was  alain,  for  ever  and  ever !— ye  glorioua  ing  them  *  to  eat  of  the  firuit  of  their  own  ways, 

hosts  of  heaven,  who  minister  to  the  heirs  of  and  to  be  filled  with  their  own  devices.*   The  ef> 

salvation  on  earth !    Ye  redeemed  inhabitants  fecis  produced  by  the  unconiroUed  operation  of 

from  our  world,  «  who  came  out  of  great  tribu-  such  principles  and  passions,  would  be  sudi  as 

lation,  and  are  now  before  the  throne  of  God,  may  be  fiily  represented  by  the  emblems  of  the 

and  serve  him  day  and  night  in  hia  temple !"  we  worm  (hat  never  dies,  of  <  devouring  fire,'  and  of 

long  to  join  your  blessed  society.    You  dwell  their    nec.essary  concomitants,  *  weeping    and 

amidst  scenes  of  magnificence  and'  the  splendours  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth."** 
af  eternal  day ;— you  are  for  ever  secure  from  •  Philosophy  of  ReUgloa.  pp.  S6.  58. 
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In  order  to  Ulostrat«  this  fentiiBent,  and  to  im-  tODguo  of  the  oldeet  lo  be  ciit  olP— had  the  tkin 

prms  it  more  deeply  upon  the  mind  of  the  reader^  torn  from  hia  head,  and  the  extremities  of  hit 

I  shaU  seleet  two  or  three  facta  in  relation  to  oer*  hands  and  feet  cut  oflT,  be&re  his  mother  and 

tain  characters  whose  names  atand  ooospicuous  his  brethren.     Afler  being  mutilated,  be  was 

in  the  annals  of  history.  brought  close  to  the  fire,  and  fried  in  the  pan. 

Efferj  reader  of  history  is  acquainted  with  the  The  second  brother  was  than  taken,  and,  after 

character  nod  actions  of  AnHoekut  Epifhvua,  the  hair  of  his  head,  with  the  akin,  was  torn  away, 

whose  name  stands  so  hi^  on  the  rolls  of  impi-  he  was  tortured  in  the  same  manner  as  his  elder 

ety  and  crime.    Having  besieged  the  city  of  brother ;  and  in  like  manner  were  the  other  five 

Jerusalem,  he  took  it  by  storm,  and,  during  the  brethren  put  to  death,— the  last  of  whom,  who  was 

three  days  it  was  abandoned  to  the  fury  of  the  the  youngest,  he  caused  to  be  tortured  more 

soldien,  he  caused  forty  thousand*  men  to  be  in-  grievously  than  the  rest.    Last  of  all  the  mother 

humanly  butchered :  he  exercised  every  species  also  suffered  death.f 

of  cruelty  upon  the  citizens,  and  unmercifully  put  Hearing,  some  time  afterwards,  that  the  Jews 

to  death  all  those  who  fell  into  his  hands,  and  had  revolted,  he  assembled  all  his  troops,  which 

whom  he  considered  as  his  enemies.     He  do-  formed  a  mighty  army,  and  determind  to  destroy 

spatched  AppoUontos  at  the  head  of  83,000  men,  tfao  whole  Jewish  nation,  and  to  settle  other  peo- 

with  orders  to  phuider  ail  ths  ettiss  iifJuita,  to  pie  in  Uieir  country.  He  commanded  Lysias,  one 

murder  aU  the  men,  and  sell  the  women  and  ofhis  generals,  to  extirpate  them  root  and  branch, 

diiklren  ibr  slaves.    He  accordingly  came  with  so  as  not  to  leave  one  Hebrew  in  the  country, 

his  army,  and  to  outward  appearance,  with  n  When  in  Persia  advice  was  brought  him  of  the 

peaceable  intention  ;  neither  was  he  suspected  by  defeat  of  Lysias,  and  that  the  Jews  had  retaken 

the  Jews,  as  he  was  superintendent  of  the  tribute  the  temple,  thrown  down  the  altars  and   idols 

In  Palestine.    He  kept  himself  inactive  till  the  which  he  had  set  up,  and  re-established  their 

next  Sabbath,  when  they  were  all  in  a  profound  ancient  worship.    At  this  news  his  fury  rose  lo 

quiet,  and  then,  on  a  sodden,  began  the  work  of  madness.  In  the  violence  of  bis  rage,  be  set  out 

siaoghtBr.    He  sent  a  portion  of  his  men  to  the  wirh  all  possible  expedition,  like  an  infernal  fiend, 

temple  and  synagoguss,  with  orders  to  out  to  venting  nothing  but  menaces  on  his  inarch,  and 

pieces  all  who  were  found  in  these  places  of  breathing  only  final  ruin  and  destruction  to  every 

resort ;  whilst  the  rest  going  through  the  streets  of  inhabitant  of  Jodea,<and  to  all  that  appertained 

the  city,  masmored  all  who  came  in  their  way.  to  them.    He  commanded  his  coachman  to  drive 

Ho  next  ordered  the  <nty  to  be  plundered  and  with  the  utmost  speed,  that  no  time  might  be 

sot  on  fire,  pulled  down  aU  their  stately  buildings,  lost  for  fiiUy  satiating  his  vengeance,  threatening 

awf  carried  away  captive  ten  thousand  of  those  at  the  same  tame,  with  horrid  imprecations,  to 

who  had  escaped  the  slaughter.  Not  yet  satisfied  make  Jerusalem  the  burying  place  of  the  whole 

with  the  blood  of  the  Jews,  Antiochus  resolved  Jewish  nation,  and  not  to  leave  one  single  inha- 

ettber  tolaily  to  aboUsh  their  religion,  or  to  de-  bitant  whhin  hs  confines.    But  the  Almighty, 

stroy  their  whole  race.    He  issued  a  decree  that  against  whose  providence  be  was  raging,  inter* 

all  nations  within  his  dominions  should  forsake  posed,  and  stopped  him  in  his  wild  career.    "  Ho 

their  old  religion  and  gods,  and  worship  those  of  was  seised,"  says  Rollin, "  with  incredible  pains 

the  king,  luder  the  most  severe  penalties.    He  in  his  bowels,  and  the  most  excessive  pangs  of 

dedicated  the  temple  at  Jerusalem  to  Jupiter  the  oolic"     Still,  his  pride  and  fory  were  not 

Olympus,  and  set  up  his  own  statue  on  the  altar  abated :  he  suffered  himself  to  be  hurried  away 

of  burnt-offering  ;  and  all  who  refused  to  oomo  by  the  wild  transport  of  hu  rage,  and  breathing 

and  worship  this  idol  were  either  massacred  or  noUiing  but  vengeance  against  the  land  of  Judea 

put  lo  some  cruel  tortttres,t  ill  they  either  complied  and  its  inhabitants,  he  gave  orders  to  proceed 

or  expired  under  the  hands  of  the  execntioneis.  with  still  greater  celerity  in  his  journey.    But  as 

HeputtodeathEleaxar,  oneof  the  mostillustri-  his  horses  were  running  forwaid  impetuously, 

oos  of  the  Jews,  a  venerable  old  man,  ninety  years  he  fell  from  his  chariot,  and  bruised  every  part  of 

of  age,  and  a  doctor  of  the  law,  "  whose  life  had  his  body  in  so  dreadful  a  manner,  that  he  suffered 

been  one  continued  series  of  spotless  innocence,"  inexpressible  torments  ;  and  soon  after  finished 

,    and  hu  execution  was  accompanied  with  the  most  an  impious  life  by  a  mberable  death. 

cruel  torments.     He  seized  the  ssosn  troAen  The  Turks,  in  their  wars  with  neighbouring 

commody  called  the  JtffwisiftsH,  along  with  their  states,  both  in  former  and  present  times,  have 

mother,  and  caused  them  to  be  scom^ed  in  a  been  proverbial  for  the  malevolence  they  have 

most  inhuman  manner,  in  order  to  compel  them  displayed,  and  the  cruelties  they  have  exercised 

to  swallow  swine's  flesh,  which  their  law  forbade,  towards  their  enemies.    The  following  is  only 

and  when  they  refused,  be  was  so  exasperated  that  one  instance  out  of  a  thonsaaJ  whidi  might  be 

IM  ordered   brazen  pons  and  cauldrons  to  be  produced,  of  the  desperate  length  to  which  human 

hfittit  \  aadawheo  tbey  were  red,  he  caused  the  beings  will  proceed  in  treachery  and  in  the  in- 

V  The  details  of  thsse  shocking  erasltlss  mijr  be 

*  BoQhi  states  tiM  number  at  et,0OU  seen  in  Rollln*s  Ancient  History,  voL  T, 
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tielicn  of  tonnent,  when  under  the  infloeim  of  furioat :  thej  exclumed  against  the 

a  principle  of  mali^piitj.  the  treachery  of  Muetapha ;  they  called  aloud  (a 

In  the  war  with  Turkey  and  the  itatBa  of  Ve»  revenge,  and  desired  to  be  set  at  liberty,  that  tfaq 
nice,  ^MMit  the  year  1571,  the  Venetians  were  might,  even  without  arms,  rescue  their  brav# 
besieged  by  the  Turks  in  the  city  of  Fanaagosta  general,  and  inflict  ihe  deserved  punishment 
in  the  isfaind  of  Cyprus.  Through  fitmine  and  unon  their  mean,  dastardly,  and  oowerdly  Ibes. 
want  of  ammunition,  the  Venetian  garrison  was  Their  request  was  answered  with  cruel  lashes 
sompelled  to  enter  upon  terms  of  capitulation.  Bragadino  was  taken  dewn,  oonduciBd  to  the 
A  treaty  was  accordingly  set  on  fuot,  and  hos-  market-place,  amidst  the  din  of  trumpets,  drums, 
tages  exchanged.  The  following  terms  were  and  other  warlike  instruments,  where  As  loas 
agreed  to  by  both  parties :— That  the  oflScers  and  fiayed  aUv0,  and  a  period  put  to  his  glorious  life, 
soldiers  should  march  out  with  all  the  honours  of  His  ritin  was  hung,  by  way  of  trophy,  to  the  sail- 
war,  drums  beating,  colours  flying,  five  pieces  of  yard  of  a  galley  sent  round  all  the  coasu  to  insult 
cannon,  all  their  baggage,  and  be  conveyed  in  the  Venetians.  His  head,  with  those  of  Andrea 
safety  to  Candia,  under  an  escort  of  three  Turk-  Bragadino,  his  brother,  Lodovico  Martinenga, 
ish  gallies ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  should  re-  and  the  brave  Quirmo,  were  sent  as  presents  to 
main  in  the  free  use  of  their  religion,  imtouched  Selim  the  Turkish  Emperor.* 
in  their  property,  and  in  full  possession  of  their  Could  an  infernal  fiend  have  devised  more  ex* 
ireedom.  Next  day  BfOgaSnot  the  Venetian  cmciating  tortures,  or  have  acted  with  greater 
commander,  went  to  pay  his  compliments  to  baseness  and  malignity  than  this  treadierous 
Mutiaphaj  the  Tuikisb  general,  attended  by  and  cruel  monster?  What  a  horrible  thing  would 
some  of  bis  chief  officers.  At  first  they  met  it  be  to  be  subjected  to  the  caprice  and  under 
with  a  civil  reception,  Mustapha  ordering  a  seat  the  control  of  such  a  proud  and  vindictive  spi* 
to  be  placed  for  Bragadino  on  his  own  right  hand,  rit  every  day,  only  for  a  jear,  much  mors  for 

They  soon  entered  into  discourse  about  the  hundreds  and  thousands  of  years !    A  group  of 

prisoners,  and  Mustapha  taxing  Bragadino  with  such  spirits  giving  vent  to  their  malevolent  pas> 

some  violences  committed  by  the  garrison  during  sions  without  control,  are  sufllcient  to  produce 

the  suspension  granted  for  settling  a  capitulation,  a  degree  of  misery  among  surrounding  intelli- 

Bragadino,  with  a  generous  disdain,  denied  the  graces,  surpassing  every  thing  tltat  the  human 

charge.    Upon  which  Mustapha,  rising  up  in  a  mind,  in  the  present  state,  can  possibly  conceive. 

fury,  ordered  him  to  be  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  When  the  Norroan  barons  and  chevaliers, 

the  others  to  bo  massacred  before  hie-foce,  with-  under  William  the  Conqueror,  had  obtained 

out   regard  to  hospitality,  their  bravery,  the  possession  of  England,  they  displayed  the  most 

treaty  subsisting,  or  their  being  unarmed.  cruel  and   malignant  dispositions  towards  ibe 

Bragadino  was  reserved  for  a  more  cruel  native   inhabitants.     They  afflicted  and    ha- 

treatment :  after  being  insulted  with  the  most  rassed  them  in  every  state,  forcing  them  to  work 

vilifying  and  opprobrious  language ;  afler  under-  at  the  building  of  their  caslles ;  and  when  the 

going  the'mostexcrutiating  tortures;  after  having  castles  were  finished,  they  placed  on  them  a 

bis  ears,  nose,  and  lips  slit,  his  neck  was  stretch-  garrison  of  wicked  and  diabolical  men.    They 

ed  upon  a  block,  and  trampled  upon  by  the  das-  seixed  all  whom  they  thought  to  possess  any 

tardly  Mustapha,  who  asked  him  whore  was  thing— men  and  women— by  day  and  night ;  they 

now  that  Chid  whom  he  worshipped,  and  why  carried  them  oflT;  imprisoned  them  ;  anid,  to  ob« 

he  did  not  deliver  him  out  of  his  hands  7  At  the  tain  fi-om  them  gold  or  silver,  inflicted  on  them 

same  time  the  soldiers  on  board  the  fleet  were  tortures  such  as  no  martyrs  ever  underwent, 

despoiled  of  every  thing,  and  lashed  to  the  oars.  Some  they  suspended  by  their  feet,  with  their 

This  day's  work  being  finished,  Mustapha  enter-  heads  hanging  in.  smoke;  others  were  hung  by 

ed  the  city,  where  he  gave  immediate  orders,  the  thumb,  with  fire  under  their  feet.     They 

that  Tiepolo,  a  person  of  high  rank  a  nd  authority,  pressed  the  heads  d*  some  by  a  leathern  thong,  so 

shodd  be  hanged  upon  a  gibbet.    A  few  days  as  to  break  the  bonee,  and  crush  the  brain ; 

afler,  before  Bragadino  had  recovered  from  the  othera  were  thrown  into  ditches  full  of  snakes, 

wounds  he  had  received,  he  was  carried  in  deri-  toads,  and  other  reptiles ;  othera  were  put  in 

ston  to  all  the  breaches  made  in  the  walls,  loaded  the  cftomfrre  &  erueit.    This  was  the  name  given 

with  buckets  filled  with  earth  and  mortar,  and  in  the  Norman  tongue  to  a  sort  of  chest,  short, 

ordered  to  kiss  the  ground  as  often  as  he  passed  by  strait,  and  shallow,  lined  with  sharp  stones,  into 

Mustapha ,  a  spe^ade  that  raised  pangs  oTpily  which  the  sufferer  was  crammed  to  the  disloea* 

in  the  callous  hearts  of  the  meanest  Turkish  sol-  tion  of  bis  limbs. — In  most  of  the  castles  was  a 

diera,but  oould  not  move  compassion  in  the  obdu-  horrible  and  frightful  engine  used  for  putting  to 

rate  breast  of  Mustapha.    Afterwards,  the  brave  the  torture.    This  was  a  bundle  of  chains  so 

Bsagadino  was  cooped  up  in  a  cage,  and  igno-  heavy  that  two  or  three  men  could  hardly  lift 

miniously  bung  to  a  sail-yard  in  one  of^the  them.     The  unfortunate  perwn  upon  whor 

gallies,  where  his  intrepid  soldiers  were  chained  .  g^  „  j,^^  Unlvwial  BislMT.'*  ^Vm 

Cotbe  oars.     This  sight  rendered  them  almost  MS,4Sf.    ""~~"  wiiitwi«  gumnKj,   vw.  sr. v^ 
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dwy  WW*  kid,  WM  k«pt  on  Mb  feet  bj  an  iron  to  ooafeM  to  himsslf  a  project  of  tueb  srwu  iv 

collar  lixod  in  >  PMtt  and  could  aisither  sit,  nor  meritj— [tlw  naidiing  against  Moscow.]      But 

lis,  nor  sleep.    They  made  many  thousands  die  by  degrees  he  assumed  ooorage  lo  loqk  it  in  tlio 

of  hunger.    They  laid  tribute  upon  tribute  on  face.  He  Uien  began  to  deliberaiei  and  the  state 

the  towns  and  villages.      When   the  towns-  oT  great  irresolution  which  tormented  his  mind, 

people  had  no  longer  any  thing  to  give,  they  affected  his  whole  frame.    He  was  obsenred  to 

plundered  and  burned  the  town.    You  might  wander  about  his  apartments,  as  if  pursued  bv 

have  travelled  a  whole  day  without  finding  one  some  dangerous  tempution :  nothing  could  rivet 

soul  in  the  towns,  or  in  the  country  one  cnlti-  his  attention ;  be  every  moment  began,  quit<^, 

vated  field.    The  poor  died  of  hunger,  and  they  and  resumed  his  labour;  lie  walked  about  with- 

who  had  fermerly  possessed  something,  now  out  any  object ;  inquired  the  hour,  and  looked  at 

bagged  their  breed  froi»  door  to  door.    Never  his  watch }    completriy  absorbed,  he  stopped, 

were  more  griefe   and  woes  poured  upon  any  hummed  a  tune  with  an  absent  air,  and  again 

land: — nay  the  Pagans  in  their  invasions  cau-  began  walking  about.    In  the  midst  of  hit  per- 

sed  fewer  than  the  men  of  whom  I  now  speak,  ptesity,  he  occasionally  addressed  the  persons 

They  spared  neither  the  church>yards,  nor  the  whom  be  met  with  such  half  sentences  as  *  Well 

churches ;  they  took  all  that  could  be  takm,  and  —What  shall  we  do !— Shall  we  stay  where  we 

then  set  fire  to  the  church.    To  till  the  ground  are,  or.  advance? — ^How  is  it  possiUe  to  stop 

bad  been  as  vain  ai  to  till  the  sand  on  the  sea-  short  in  the  midst  of  so  glorious  a  career  V   He 

shore.*  did  not  wait  for  their  reply,  but  still  kept  wan- 

"Whai  scenes  of  wretchedness  do  such  proud  deriog  aboot,  as  if  he  was  looking  (or  something, 

and  malignant  demons  product  even  in  the  pre-  or  somebody,  to  terminate  his  indecision^ — At 

sent  worid !  Can  such  spirits  bo  supposed  qoali-  length,  quite  overwhelmed  with  the  weight  of 

fied  for  joining  the  general  assembly  and  church  sudi  an  important  consideration,  and  oppressed 

of  the  first-born,  and  for  taking  a  part  in  the  be-  with  so  great  an  uncertainty,  he  would  throw 

nefioent  operations  of  heaven?    If  they  exist  at  himself  on  one  of  the  beds  which  he  had  caused 

all  in  a  future  world,  they  must  exist  in  misery ;  to  be  laid  on  the  floor  of  bis  apartments.    His 

and  so  long  as  such  diabolical  passions  continue  frame,  exhausted  by  the  heat  and  the  struggles 

to  rage,  they  must  produce  **  lamentation  and  of  his  mind,  could  only  bear  a  covering  of  the 

wo"  among  all  the  associatea  with  which  they  slightest  texture.    It  was  in  that  state  that  he 

are  surrounded.— 'Even  within  the  confines  of  passed  a  portion  of  his  day  at  Vitepsk." 
mortality,  the  man  who  is  under  the  despotic        The  same  restless  agitations  seemed  to  have 

sway  of  pride,  ambition,  and  simikr  malevolent  accompanied  him  at  every  step  in  this  daring 

passions,  imbittera  every  enjoyment  he  might  expedition.      *'  At  Borodino,"  says  the  same 

otherwise  possess,  produces  pain  in  the  minds  writer,  "  hia  anxiety  was  so  great  as  to  prevent 

of  others,  and  experiences  in  hia  own  soul  pangs  him  from  sleeping.    He  kept  calling  incenaniiy 

similar  in  kind  to  those  vHiKh  are  felt  in  the  to  know  the  hour,  inquiring  if  any  noise   was 

place  of  punishment.    I  shall  illustrate  this  po-  heard,  and  sending  persons  to  ascertaih  if  the 

sit  ion  by  the  spirit  and  temper  displayed  by  two  enemy  was  still  before  bim,— 'Tranquillized  for  a 

illustrious  individuals  who  have  lately  departed  few  moments,  anxiety  of  an  opposite  description 

to  the  invisible  state ;— 4he  one  renowned  in  the  again  seized  him.    He  beoaroe  frightened  at  the 

poliiicoi,  the  other  in  the  literary  world.  destitute  state  of  the  soldiers,  ke.    He  sent  for 

The  first  character  to  which  I  allude  is  that  Bessieres,  that  one  of  his  niarsbals  in  whom  be 
of  NapitUon  Bwmo^artB.  This  extraordinary  had  the  greatest  confidence  >— he  called  him 
man,  who  for  nearly  twenty  years  dazzled  the  back  several  times,  and  repeated  his  pressing 
whole  Eastern  hemisphere,  like  a  blazing  me-  questions,  Aic.  Dreading  that  his  orders  had 
toor,  appears  to  have  been  actuated  by  the  most  not  been  obeyed,  he  got  up  once  more,  and 
extravagant  and  restless  ambition.  Though  questioned  the  grenadiers  on  guard  at  the  en- 
he  exercised  many  cruelties  in  the  midst  of  his  trance  of  his  tent,  if  they  had  received  their  pro- 
career,  as  at  Jaffa  and  other  places,  yet  delight  in  visions.  Satisfi«>d  with  the  answer,  he  went  in, 
deeds  of  atrocity  formed  no  part  of  his  ruling  and  soon  fell  into  a  doze.  Shortly  aAer  he  called 
passion,  and  were  only  occasionally  resorted  to,  once  more.  His  aid-de-camp  found  biro  now 
in  order  to  accomplish  his  ambitious  projects,  supporting  his  head  with  both  bis  hands ;  he 
The  agitated  state  of  mind  into  which  he  was  seemed,  by  what  was  overheard,  to  be  meditate 
thrown  by  his  love  of  conquest,  and  the  daring  ing  on  the  mnifiss  of  gUmf,"^  What  it  war  7 
enterprises  in  which  he  embarked,  is  strikingly  A  trmU  qf  barbarian,  Iha  wkaU  art  of  which 
depicted  by  M.  Segur,  in  his  **  History  of  Na-  condtta  in  bting  iha  atroHgut  on  a  girnn  painL* 
poleon's  Expedition  to  Russia."  When  at  He  then  complained  of  the  fickleness  of  fortune, 
Vitepsk,  on  his  way  to  Moscow,  M.  Segur  which  he  now  began  to  experience.  He  again 
'*  He  at  first  hardly  ^ipeared  bold  enough  tried  to  take  some  rest.   But  the  marches  be  nati 


•  Thierry's  -  Rlstoij  of  the  Norman  Ctaqoest,**    J"»*  ""•^  ^***»  *«  »"'y»  *®  fatigues  of  the  pre- 
•  vols.  laiA.  ceding  days  and  nignts,  so  many  cares,  and  nia 
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intaBW  and  aaiioas  exp«etaiioQS)  had  worn  him    tion  with  all  Um  ^all  he  ooold  Anm  idCo  aatira.* 
OttU    An  irriiatiuf  fever,  a  dry  cmigh,  and  ex-    —He  declaimud  agauuit    ibe  lies  of 


eeuif  e  ihirtt  cooMuned  him.    Ouring  the  re-  guinity,  and  abjured  even  the  eociely  of  h» 

maioderef  the  night  he  made  Tain  attemple  to  eieter,  from  which  he  entirely  withdrew  him* 

quench  the  burning  thinit  that  oonaumed  him.*'  self,  until  after  die  poUieation  of  **  Childe  Ha- 

What  man  thai  ever  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of  rold/*  when  at  length  be  yielded  to  my  pemia- 

tranquillity,  would  envy  auch  a  state  of  mind  as  sions,  and  made  advances  lo  a  fiiendly  oorre- 

that  which  has  now  been  described,  although  the  ■pondenee.*' 

individual  were  surrounded  with  every  earthly        Here  we  have  a  pietnra  of  an  individual,  in 

glory  ?    Such  mad  ambition  as  that  wliieh  raged  whom  **  resentment,  angeri  and  hatred,*'  reign* 

in  the  breast  of  this  singular  personage,  must  be  ed  without  ooatrol:  who  could  vent  his  rage 

a  perpetual  torment  to  its  poseeasor,  in  whatever  even  against  the  CreatoCt  and  the  universe  hn 

region  of  the  universe  be  exists,  and  must  pro-  had  formed,  who  hated  hb  fellow-creatures,  and 

duce  baleful  effects  on*  every  one  within  the  even  his  own  existence ;  who  spumed  at  ihn 

sphere  of  its  influence.— The  coolness    with  ties  of  relationship,  and  '*  aigured  even  the  so- 

which  such  characters  calculate  on  the  destroo-  ciety  of  his  sister.*'    What  horriUe  mischiefs 

tion  of  iuimaa  life,  and  the  miseries  which  their  and  miseries  would  a  cfaaraoter  of  this  descrip* 

lawless  passions  produce  on  their  fellow-creaf  tion  produce,  were  such  malevolent  passions  to 

tores,  appears  in  the  following  extract.  rage  with  unbounded  violence,  without  being 

**  He  asked  Rapp,  if  he  thought  we  should  checked  by  those  restraints,  which  human  Uiws 

gain  the  victory  ?    '  No  doubt,*  was  the  reply,  impoee  in  the  present  state  i 
*  but  it  will  be  sanguinary.*    *  I  know  it,'  re-        I  shall  state  only  another  example  of  this 

sumed  Napoleon,  <  but  I  have  80,000  men ;  I  description,  taken  from    Captain   Cochrane's 

shall  lose  20,000;  I  shall  enter  Moscow  with  **  Travels    in   Russia.**— On  arriving  at  the 

60^000 ;  the  stragglers  will  then  rejoin  us,  and  Pnusian  frontiers,  says  the  captain,  **  My 

afterwards  the  battalions  on  the  march ;  and  we  passport  demanded,  myself  interrogated  hj  a 

shall  be  stronger  than  we  were  before  the  bat-  set  of  whiskered  ruffians,  obliged  io  move  bom 

tie.*  *'  (me  guard  to  another,  the  object  of  sarcasm  and 

The  other  personage  to  whom  I  alluded  is  official  tyranny,  I  wanted  no  inducement,  fii- 

Lord  Byron.  tigued  as  I  was,  to  proceed  on  my  journey,  but 

The  following  sketches  of  his  character  are  even  this  was  not  permitted  me.    A  large  public 

taken  from  **  ReooUeotions  of  the  life  of  Lord  room,  full  of  military  rubbish,  and  two  long 

Bym^,  ffom  the  year  1808  to  the  year  1818.  benches  serving  as  chairs,  to  an  equally  long 

Taken  from  authentic  documents,  &c  by  R.  C.  table,  were  the  place  and  furniture  allotted  me. 

Dallas,  Esq.'*  I  asked  the  hndlord  for  supper;  he  laughed  at 

**  He  reduced  his  palate,*'  says  Mr.  D^las,  me ;  and  to  my  demand  of  a  bed,  grmmng^ 

"  to  a  diet  the  most  simple  and  abstemious-~but  pointed  to  the  floor,  and  refused  me  even  a  per- 

the  passions  of  his  heart  were  too  mighty ;  nor  tien  of  the  straw  whidi  had  been  brought  in  fiv 

did  it  ever  enter  his  mind  to  oiTercome  Mem.  Re»  the  soldiers.  Of  all  the  demons  that  ever  existed, 

sentment,  anger,  and  hatred,  held  fiill  sway  over  or  have  been  imagined  in  human  shape,  I  thought 

him ;  and  his  greatest  gratification  at  that  rime,  the  landlord  of  the  inn  the  blackest.    The  flgure 

was  in  overcharging  his  pen  witli  gall|  which  of  Gil  Peres  occurred  to  mo,  but  it  sunk  in  the 

flowed  in  every  direction,  against  individuals,  comparison  with  the  wretch  then  before  me  for 

his  country,  the  world,  the  universe,  creation,  ill  nature,  malignity,  and  personal  hideousaess. 

and  the  Creator.— Misanthropy,  disgiut  of  life.  His  face  half  covered  with  a  black  beard,  and 

leading  to  riceptictsm  and  impiety,  prevailed  in  large  bristly  whiskers,  hie  stature  below  the 

hie  heart,  and  imbittered  his  existence.'    Unao*  common,  bis  head  sunk  between  bis  shouldeia 

customed  to  female  eociety,  he  at  once  dreaded  to  make  room  for  the  protuberance  of  his  back ; 

and  abhorred  it.     As  for  domestic  happiness  he  his  eyes  buried  in  the  ragged  lodw  of  his  lank 

had  no  idea  of  it.    'A  large  family,*  he  said,  grisly  hair  ;^iidded  to  this  a  dub  foot,  and  a 

'  appeared  like  opposite  ingredients,  mixed  ptr  voice  which,  on  every  auenipt  to  speak,  was 

foroe  in  the  same  salad,  and  I  never  relished  the  like  the  shrieking  of  a  screech-owl,— «nd  you 

composition.*    He  was  so  completely  disgusted  have  some  faint  idea  of  this  mockery  of  a 

t^ith  his  relations,  especially  the  female  part  of  man.**— Horej  we  have  presented  to  view  a 

them,  that  he  completely  avokled  them.    '  I  ooo-  human  being,  who,  in  the  malignity  of  his  mind, 

skier,*  saki  he,  *  coUaterial  ties  as  the  work  of  and  in  the  conformation  of  his  body,  bears  a  cer- 

prejudice,  and  not  the  bond  of  the  heart,  which  tain  reeemblance  to  those  wretched  beings  in 

must  choose  for  itself  unshackled.*— In  oorre-  whoee  orr****>  benevolence  never  glows,  and  in 

spondencewithsuchdisposittonsandseniimonts,  whose  dwellings  nothii^  is  seen  out  lbs  moat 

<*  he  talked  of  his  relation  to  the  Barl  of  Carlisle  haggard  and  deformed  objects,  and  nothing  heard 

with  indighatieo."    Havins  received  from  him  but  horrid  improcations,  and  the  sounds  of  wo. 
a  frigid  letter^  **  he  determined  to  lash  his  rela*        Let  us  now  si^tpose,  for  a  moment,  a  viiH 
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inblage  oTbefaift  of  the  description  to  whidi  riolenco  against  all  iiirroan<Sng  anociatss;  it 

I  have  adrerled,  odlected  in  a  dark  and  dreory  is  evident,  that,  in  such  a  case,  a  scene  of  misery 

region.     Let  as  suppose  many  thousands  of  would  be  produoed,  beyond  tbe  power  of  the 

nillioDs  of  such  diaracters  as  Niero^  who  set  human  mind  either  to  conceive  or  to  describe, 

fire  to  Rome,  that  he  might  amuse  himself  with  IT  so  dreadful  effects  have  been  produced,  by 

the  wail ings  and  lamentations  which  this  cala*  such  diabolical  passions,  even  in  the  present 

raity  inspired,  and  insulted  Heaven  by  offering  worid,    where   Providence    "  sets   restraining 

thadugivings  to  the  gods,  afcer  murdering  his  boumb  to  the  wrath  of  man,**  and  where  be- 

wife  and  his  mother,— >l\6mais  who  delighted  nignant  dispoaiiions  are  blended  with  the  evil 

in  tortivring  his  subjects,  and  massacring  them  '  principles    which    so  generally  prevail,  what 

in  the  most  tormenting  and  cruel  manner,— C*-  must  be  the. effects  whore  pure  ma&fml^,  witln 

lifula,  celebrated  in  the  annab  of  folly,  cruelty,  out  any  mixture  of  benevolent  feelings,  reigns 

and  impiety,  who  murdered  many  of  hn  subjects  timtersalfy,  is  perpetually  tormenting  its  objects^ , 

with  his  own  hand,  and  caused  thousands  who  is  ever  increasing  in  its  fury,  and  is  never  con* 

were  guilty  of  no  crimes  to  be  crueily  butchered,  trolled  by  physical  obstructions  or  by  moral  con- 

— jInliodlRis  JSTjp^pAanes,  who  butchered   ibrly  siderations !    This  is  the  society  of  hell :  this 

thousand  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  in  cold  is  the  essence  of  ftitore  misery:  this  is  *'  the 

Mood,  and  rushed  forward,  like  an  infernal  de-  worm  that  never  dies,  and  the  hre  that  is  never 

mon,  with  the  intention  of  destroying  every  in-  quenched ;"  and  the  natural  effects  produced  by 

habitant  ef  Judea,-— JTamileor,  who  threw  all  it  is  universal  anguish  and  despair,—'*  weeping, 

(he  prisoners  that  came  into  his  hand,  to  be  de-  and  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth.*'— If  such 

voumd  by  wiU  beasts,— ^fdrvAoJ,  who  put  out  be  the  end  of  the  ungodly,  and  the  malignant 

the  eyes  of  all  the  Roman  captives   he  had  deapiser  of  Gqd's  law,  mkI  the  riches  <^  his 

taken  during  two  years,  cut  off  their  noses,  mercy  as  manifested    in  Christ  Jesus,— hpw 

fingers,  legs,  and  arms,  tore  their  skin  to  pieces  careful  should  we  be  to  countemct  every  evil 

with  iron  rakes  and  harrows,  and  threw  them  propensity  and  passion,  and  how  fervently  ought 

headlong  from  the  top  of  his   battlements,—  we  to  join  in  the  prayer  of  the  Psalmist,  mud 

JeHghiM  JOtan^  who  caused  seventy  chiefs  to  be  in  the  resolution  of  Jacob :  "  Gather  not  mv 

thrown  into  as  many  caldrons  of  boiling  water,  soul  with  sinners,  nor  my  life  with  bloody  men.'* 

and  took  pleasure  in  beholding  bis  army  behead-  "  O  my  soul,  come  not  thou  into  their  secret; 

ing  a  hmdred  thousand  prisoners  at  once,— TV  rnito  their  assembly,  mine  hooour,  be  not  thou 

merleMtf  who  displayed  his  sportive  cruelty  in  united !" 

pounding  three  or  four  thousand  people  in  large        Let  iXNie  imagine,  because  I  have  selected  * 

mortars,  or  buikling  them  among  bricks  and  some  of  the  more  atrocious  characters  recorded 

mortar  into  a  wall,— Jtftiafi^iba,  who  treache-  in  history,  as  illustrations  of  the  effects  of  de- 

rously  murdered  the  Venetian  oflSoers,  afler  hav-  pravity — that  only  such,  are  *'  vessels  of  wrath, 

ing  entered  into  a  treaty  with  them,  and  who  fitted  for  d(*strtiction.'*  The  principle  of  nuJevo- 

behflM  with  deligjit  the  noble-minded  Bragadino,  lence  is  substantially  the  same  in  every  heart 

whom  be  had  cruelly  tortured,  flayed  alive,-—  where  it  is  predominant,  however  much  it  may 

BttontqxtrU^  whose  mad  ambition  sacrificed  so  be  varnished  over  by  hypocrisy,  dissimulation, 

many  millions  of  human  beings,  and  Lord  By-  and  the  various  forms  of  politeness  which  pro- 

ron,*  in  whose  breast  **  resentment,  anger,  and  vail  in  the  world ;  and  it  requires  only  a  certain 

hatred,"  raged  with  violence,  and  who  made  his  stimulus  to  excite  it  to  action,  and  full  scope  to 

-gall  flow  out  *'  against  individuals,  his  country,  exert  its  energies,  in  order  to  produce  the  most 

the  world,  the  universe,  creation,  and  the  Crea-  horrible  and  extensive  effects.     Several  of  the 

tor ;"— 4et  us  suppose  such  characters  associated  atrocious  diaraciers  to  whidi  I  have  alluded, 

together  in  a  world  where  no  pleasing  objects  appeared,  in  the  commencement  of  their  career, 

meet  the  eye,  or  cheer  the  heart  and  imagination ;  to  be  possessed  of  a  certain  portion  of  benevo- 

and  let  us  likewise  suppose,  that  the  malignant  lence,  and  of  other  amiable  qualities.  Nero,  in  the 

piiticipi6*iitiuuwi»iui«/a»  |>«iteblu(u(  «vlitcli  leiguod  bc^iLJiiMg  cf  hi"  rcigo,  showed  several  marks  Oi 

in  their  minds  during  the  presem  state,  still  con-  the  greatest  kindness  and  condescension,  afla- 

tinue  to  rage  with  uncontrolled  and  perpetual  bitity,  complaisance,  and  popularity.    When  he 

•  The  Author  trusts,  that  none  of  his  resders  wlU  7**  ^^^  **  "'«"  |*^  "»"•  to  a  list  of  male- 

for  a  mvment  suppose,  that,  In  brln^ins  forwai^  fectors  that  were  to  he  executed,  he  exclaimed, 

iheatjoveiiK^ntiniieachanicterRaaexnniiileflof  iim-  it  jymdd  to  Heaven  I  eould  not  write  "*— 

lisnliy.  he  preMiiiwff  todeclfle  on  their  eteni»l  Ues-  r«-i:-..i-  k —  ui : :.u *  • 

tl.iv.    lliH  object  merely  la  m  «h.iw,  that  wirh  ma-  ^»"l?««*  *>«««»>  "is  reign  with  every  promismg 

ii.'n  tnt  print-iples  anit  |iii!(«'inn»  m  thejr  dl«|il  lynl  in  ap(>fmrance  of  iMComing  the  real  fether  of  his 

the  seneial  tenor  of  their  coMduot,  (T  w^-i'/y  ,M,.>,,le.    Tiberius  at  first  concealed  his  thooshts 

p^r»i«trd  in,  necessarily  ler»  to  roUery.  with  re^anl  *     .'     u         _i.   r      •  ^T  ..    .  «"^g"" 

to  Buondparie  and  LonI  Byron,  he  It  djspo!«wJ  to  "nderlhe  mask  of  an  impenetrable  dissimulation. 

Ijiitnige  a  hope,  that  their  malevulout  di«iK>«iilons  He  guvemed  with  moderation,  and  even  apnear- 

were  in  some  me&sare  countentcied,  lK?r«»rc  they  ^  ,_  _,__i  j_  nrwUmtM     Rm  - ly -  ■»■  ■  i  "^^- 

Kitted  Into  the  eternal  world.    The  f rounJfi  of  his  ^  ***  f  ^fT .  *"  "»*~«7'   .o««  afterwards,  whaa 

pe,  on  tills  point,  are  stated  In  the  Appumiix  these  individuals  became  intoxicated  with  powwt 
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and  had  thrown  aside  all  oonaiderationt  of  mo-  of  the  proaent  state.    Bat  as  for  those  who  past 

rattly  and  deoonim,  the  latent    principles  of  from  time  into  eternitji  eyidendy  under   th^ 

maiigniij  burst  forth  in  ail  their  violencoi  till  power  of  revengeful  and  depraved  pessionsy  wo 

Uiey  became  a  scourge  and  an  execration  to  have  but  slender  grounds  on  which  to  hope  that 

mankind.   So  will  it  happen  with  those  who  now  they  shall  ever  afterwards  be  prepared  for  the 

harbour  malicious  and  vindictive  passions,  under  felicity  of  heaven, 
a  cloak  of  dissimulation  and  fashionable  polite 

oess,  when  they  enter  the  invisible  world  under  From  the  whole  of  what  I  have  stated  in  this 

the  dominion  of  such  affections.    When  the  re-  department  of  my  subject,  it  is  evident,  that  there 

suraints  of  society,  of  common  decorqm,  and  cf  are  two  diffkrttU  ttcUet  in  the  future  worU ;  or, 

human  taws,  are  completely  removed ;  when  they  in  other  words,  a  heavenwad  a  hell ,'  a  state  of 

have  lost  all  hopes  of  the  divine  mercy ;  when  happiness,  and  a  state  of  misery.    If  human 

they  find  themselves  surrounded  by  none  but  map  beings   are  to  exist  at  all  in  another  region  of 

lignant  associates,  and  when  they  feel  the  effects  creation,  and  throughout  an  unlimited  duration, 

of  their  iniemal  malice  and  revenge-— those  pas-  it  is  necessary  that  there  be  a  separation  effeet- 

sions,  which  sometimes  lay  dormant  in  this  life,  ed,  on  the  ground  <^  their  leading  dispositions 

will  be  roused  into  action,  and  rage  with  ungo-  and  characters.  The  nature  of  things,  tlie  moral 

veraable  fury  against  every  one  around,  against  ccmstitution  of  the  universe,  and  the  happiness 

themselves,  '*  against  the  universe,  and  against  of  the  intelligent  creation,  as  well  as  the  decree 

the  Creator.'*  of  the  Creator,  require,  that  such  an  arrangement 

Nor  let  it  be  imagined,  that  God  will  interpose  shouU  taktf  place.    For  it  is  altogether  incom- 

at  the  hour  of  death,  and,  by  an  exertion  of  his  patible  with  the  laws  of  moral  order,  that  pride, 

power  and  benevolence,  destroy  the  prineiplei  of  hatred,  malignity,  and  revenge,  should  dwell  in 

sin,  and  prepare  such  characters  for  the  joys  of  the  same  abode  with  humility,   benevolence, 

heaven.    Such  an  interference,  in  every  indivi-  friendship,  and  love  :  or,  that  beings,  actuated  by 

dual  case,  would  imply  a  oontinued  miracle,  and  principles  and  affections  diametrically  <^posiie 

would  be  inoonsistent  with  the  established  order  to  each  other,  could  engage  with  harmony  in  ihe 

of  the  divine  government ;  as  it  would  supersede  same  employments,  and  relish  the  same  pleasures. 

Ihe  use  of  all  those  instructions,  admonitions.  Were  such  an  incongruous  association  permitted, 

and  moral  preparations  which  God  hath  aj^oint-  the  moial  universe  would  soon  become  a  scene 

ed  for  rendering  his  people  **  meet  for  the  inherit  of  univwsal  anarchy,  and  happiness  be  banished 

aace  of  the  saints  in  light  ;'*  and  would  prevent  from  all  worlds.    So  that  the  two  states  of  im- 

the  moral  renovation  of  the  worM,  which  is  now  mortality  revealed  in  Scripture,  are  equallv  ao- 

graduaOy  effecting  by  the  exertions  of  those  who  oordant  with  the  dictates  of  reason,  and  with  the 

are  **  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their  minds,"    It  declaration  of  our  Saviour,  who  has  soleauiiy 

is  true,  indeed,  that  the  mercy  of  God  is  bfimte,  assured  us,  that  *'  the  wicked  shall  depart  into 

and  that  so  kmg  as  there  is  life,  there  is  hope ; —  everlastins  punishment,  and  the  righteoui  into 

so  that  the  most  abandoned  sinner  has  no  reason  !ifo  etenuu."                          , 
to  despair,  while  he  remains  within  the  confiaea 
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Ths  foGowing  ladt  and  doctimenta,  io  rata-  tho  Bincerity  of  my  own  eflbitB  Tor  the  attafaipMBt 

tion  to  LoKi  Byroo,  lead  ui  to  indulge  the  hope»  of  holineie,  and  the  approval  of  my  own  l6ve  to 

that,  prior  to  his  dissolution,  he  was  actuated  by  the  great  Author  of  religion,  will  render  this 

sentiments  and  dispositions}  difierent  irom  those  prayer,  and  every  other  for  the  welfare  oT  man- 

which  are  stated  at  page  ISS.  kind,  more  efficacious— cheer  me  in  the  path  of 

The  lady  of  Mr.  John  Shepherd  of  Frome,  duty  ;  but  let  me  not  forget,  that,  while  we  are 

having  died  some  time  ago,  leaving  amongst  permitted  to  animate  ourselves  to  exertion,  by 

her  papers,  a  prayer  which  her  husband  believ-  every  innocent  motive,  these  are  but  the  lesser 

ed  to  have  been  composed  on  behalf  of  the  noUe  streams  which  may  serve  to  increase  the  current, 

poet,  Mr.  Shepherd  addressed  it  to  his  Lord-  but  which,  deprived  of  the  grand  ibuntain  of  good, 

ship,  whidi  called  fiirth  the  reply  which  is  here  (a  deep  conviction  of  inborn  sin,  and  firm  belief 

subjoined.  b  the  efficacy  of  Christie  death,  for  the.  salvation 

of  those  who  trust  in  him,  and  really  seek  to 

J^wHt,  Smntrmt,  Nov,  21it,  18S1.  serve  him)  would  soon  dry  up,  and  leave  us  as 

TV  th9  Right  HonaurtAU  Lard  JBjpron,  PUa,  barren  of  every  virtue  as  before.— ITosCings, 

Mr  Lord,— More  than  two  years  since,  a  July  Sltt,  1814*' 

lovely  and  beloved  wife  was  taken  from  me,  by  There  is  nothing,  my  Lord,  in  this  extract, 

lingeringdisease,  after  a  very  short  union.    She'  which,  in  a  literary  sense,  can  at  all  interest 

possessml  unvarying  gentleness  and  fortitude,  you ;  but  it  may,  perhaps,  appear  to  you  worthy 

and  a  piety  so  retiring*  as  rarely  to  disclose  of  reflection,  how  deep  and  expansive  a  concern 

itself  in  words,  but  so  influential,  as  to  produce  for  the  happiness  of  others,  a  Christian  iaith  can 

uniform  benevolence  of  conduct.    In  the  last  awaken  in  the  midst  of  youth  and  prosperity.— 

hour  of  life,  aft^  a  farewell  look  on  a  lately  bom  Here  is  nothing  poetical  and  splendid,  as  io  the 

•ad  only  inlant,  for  whom  she  had  evinced  in-  expostulatory  homage  of  M.  Delamartine ;  but 

«Dressible  aflbetion,  her  last  whispers  were,  here  is  ilie  aubUmt,  my  Lord ;  for  this  interces- 

*<God's  happiness !  God's  happiness !"    Since  sion  was  oflTered  on  your  account,  to  the  supreme 

As  teoond  anniversary  of  her  decease,  I  have  Source  of  happiness.    It  sprang  from  a  faith 

read  some  papers  which  no  one  had  seen  during  more  confirmed  than  that  of  the  French  poet, 

her  life,  and  which  contained  her  most  secret  and  from  a  chai4ty,  which,  in  combination  with 

thoughts.  I  am  induood  to  communicate  to  yoor  £uth,  showed  its  power  unimpaired  amidst  the 

Lordship  a  passage  from  these  papers,  which,  languors  and  pains  of  approaching  dissolution, 

there  is  no  dkMibt,  refers  to  yourself;  as  I  have  I  will  hope,  that  a  prayer,  which,  I  am  rare,  was 

more  than  onoe  heard  tho  writer  mention  your  deeply  sincere,  may  not  be  always  unavailing, 

agility  on  the  rocks  at  Hastings :—  It  wouU  add  nothing,  my  Lord,  to  the  fame 

**  O  my  God,  I  take  encouragement  fi^om  the  with  which  your  genius  has  surrounded  you,  for 
assurance  of  ihy  word,  to  pray  to  Thee  in  behalf  an  unknown  and  obscure  individual  to  express 
of  one  for  whom  I  have  httely  been  much  in-  his  admiration  of  it.    I  had  rather  be  numbered 
terested.    May  the  person  to  whom  I  allude,  with  those  who  wish  and  pray,  that  <*  wisdom 
(and  vrho  is  now,  we  fear,  as  much  distinguished  from  above,**  and  ^*  peaoe,"  and  "joy,"  may 
for  his  neglect  of  Thee,  as  for  the  transcendent  enter  such  a  mind, 
talents  Thou  hast  bestowed  on  him)  be  awaken- 
ed to  a  sense  of  his  own  danger,  and  led  to  seek  THX  akswek. 
that  peace  of  mind  in  a  proper  sense  of  religioa, 

which  he  has  found  this  world's  enjoyments  Piutf  Ike.  9A,  16SI. 

unid>le  to  procure.    Do  thou  grant  that  his  fu*  Sim,— I  have  received  your  letter.    I  neei! 

ture  example  may  be  productive  of  for  more  ex-  not  say  that  the  extract  which  it  contains  has 

tensive  benefit,  than  his  past  conduct  and  writings  affected  me,  because  it  would  imply  a  want  o! 

have  been  of  evil;  and  may  the  Sun  of  Righte-  all  fooling  to  have  read  it  with  indifference, 

ousness,  which,  we  trust,  will,  at  some  future  Though  I  am  not  quite  rare  that  it  was  intended 

period,  arise  upon  him,  be  bright  in  proportion  by  the  writer  for  me,  yet  the  date,  the  place 

to  the  darkness  of  those  clouds  which  guilt  has  where  it  was  writtsn,  with  sone  other  circunn 

raised,  and  soothing  in  proportion  to  the  keen-  stances,  which  you  mention,  render  the  allusion 

neas  of  that  agony  which  the  punishment  of  his  probable.    But,  for  whomsoever  it  was  meant,  I 

viees  baa  inflkned  on  him !    May  the  hope,  (hat  have  mnd  it  with  all  the  pleasure  which  can  arise 
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from  10  melancholy  a  topic.  I  say,  pUamiref  bwing  account  of  his  doatlv*^  a^tinieali  t 
oecause  your  brief  aod  simple  picture  of  the  life  eztrai^  from  "  Last  days  of  Lord  Byroo.** 
and  demeanor  of  the  excellent  person  whom  I  A  very  few  days  before  his  Lordship's  dealhi 
trust  that  you  will  again  meet,  cannot  be  con-  Mr.  Parry  relates : — **  It  was  seren  o'clock  in 
templated  without  t)M  admiration  due  to  her  the  erening  when  I  saw  him,  «nd  then  I  took  a 
virtues,  and  her  pure  and  unpretending  piety,  chair  athis  requett,  and  sat  down  by  his  bed* 
Her  last  moments  were  particularly  striking ;  side,  and  remained  till  ten  o'clock.  He  sat  up  in 
and  I  do  not  know,  that  in  the  course  of  reading  his  bed,  and  was  then  calm  and  coliected.  He 
the  story  of  mankind,  and  still  less  in  my  obeeiw  talked  with  me  on  a  variety  of  subfects,  con- 
valions  upon  the  existing  portion,  I  ever  met  with  neeted  with  bimself  and  bis  family.  He  spake 
any  thing  so  unostentatiously  beautiful.  Indis-  of  death  also  with  great  composure,  and  though 
putably,  the  firm  believere  in  the  gospel  have  a  he  did  not  believe  his  end  was  so  very  near, 
great  advantage  over  all  others  for  this  simple  there  was  something  abont  him  so  seriooa  and  so 
reason,  that  if  true,  they  will  have  their  revrard  finn,  so  resigned  and  compoaed,  so  different  from 
hereafter ;  and  if  there  be  no  hereafter,  they  can  any  thing  I  had  ever  before  seen  in  him,  that  my 
be  but  with  the  infidel  in  his  eternal  sleep,  hav-  mind  misgave,  and  at  times  foreboded  his  speedy 
tng  had  the  assistance  of  an  exalted  hope  through  dissohition.  *  Parry,'  he  said,  when  I  first  went 
life,  without  subsequmt  disappointment,  since  to  him,  'I  haye  much  wished  to  see  yon  to- 
(at  the  worst  of  them)  ^*  out  of  nothing,  nothing  day.  I  have  had  most  strutge  feelings,  but  my 
can  arise,"  not  oven  sorrow.  But  a  man's  head  is  now  better.  I  have  no  gkxmiy  thou^^ts, 
creed  does  not  depend  upM  khnm^f;  wAo  can  and  no  idea  but  I  shall  recover.  I  am  perfectly 
say,  I  voiU  believe  this,  that,  or  the  other?  and  collected — I  am  sure  I  am  in  niy  senses — ^bot  a 
least  of  all  that  which  he  leant  can  comprehend  ?  melancholy  will  creep  over  me  at  times.*  The 
1  have,  however,  observed,  that  thos^  who  have  mention  of  the  subject  brought  the  melancholy 
begun  with  extreme  faith,  have  in  the  end  greatly  topics  bade,  and  a  few  exciamalions  showed 
narrowed  it,  as  ChiUingworth,  Clark,  (who  ended  what  occupied  Lord  Byron's  mind  when  he  was 
as  an  Arian,)  and  some  others;  while  on  the  left  in  silence  aod  solitude.  'My  wife!  my 
other  hand,  nothing  is  more  common,  than  for  Ada!  my  ooontry !  the  aituation  of  this  place— 
the  early  skeptic  to  end  in  a  firm  belief,  Kke  my  removal  impossible,  and  pofhapa  death— all 
Maupertius  and  ^enry  Kirke  White.  But  oonibine  to  make  me  sad,  I  am  convinced  of 
my  business  is  to  admowledge  your  letter,  and  the  happiness  of  domestic  life.  No  man  on 
not  to  make  a  dissertation.  I  am  oUigerf  to  you  earth  respects  a  virtuous  woman  more  than  I  do ; 
for  your  good  wishee,  aod  more  obliged  bv  the  and  the  prospect  of  retirement  in  England,  with 
extract  from'  the  papers  of  the  beloved  <»ject  n^  wife  and  Ada,  gives  me  an  idea  of  happi- 
whose  qualities  you  have  so  well  described  in  a  ness  I  have  never  experienced  before.  Retire- 
few  words.  I  can  assure  you,  that  all  the  fame  meat  will  be  every  thing  to  me,  for  heretofore  to 
which  ever  cheated  humanity  Riio  higher  notions  me  life  has  been  like  the  ocean  in  a  storm.  Yon 
of  its  own  importance,  would  never  weigh  on  my  have  no  conception  of  the  unaccountable  thoughts 
mind  against  the  pure  and  pious  interest  which  which  come  into  my  mind  when  the  fever  attadcs 
a  virtuous  being  may  be  pleased  to  take  in  my  me.— Eternity  and  space  ve  before  me,  but  on 
welfere.  In  this  point  of  view,  I  would  not  ex-  this  subject,  thank  God,  I  am  happy  and  at  ease, 
change  the  prayer  of  the  deceased  in  my  behalf.  The  thought  of  living  eternally,  of  again  revtv- 
for  the  united  glory  of  Homer,  Cesar,  and  Na-  ing,  is  a  great  pleasure.  Christianity  is  the 
poleon,  could  such  be  accumulated  upon  a  living  purest  and  most  liberal  religion  in  the  worid, 
head.  Do  me  the  justice  to  suppose,  that  '*  video  but  the  numerous  teachers  who  are  continually 
meliora  proboque,"  however  the  «  deteriora.  so-  worrying  mankind  with  their  demmciations  and 
quor"  may  have  been  applied  to  my  conduct.  I  their  doctrines,  are  the  greatest  enemies  of  re* 
have  the  honour  to  be  your  obliged  and  obedient  ligton.  I  have  read  with  more  attention  than  haM 
aervant,                                            Byboh.  of  them  the  Book  of  Christianity,  and  I  admiin 

tbo  liberal  and  truly  charitable  principles  vihkh 

P.  S.  I  do  not  know  that  I  am  addressing  a  Christ  kas  laid  down.     There  are  questions 

clergyman ;  but  1  presume  that  you  will  not  be  connected  with  this  subject  which  none  but  Al- 

sffronted  b^  the  mistake  (if  it  is  one)  on  the  ad-  mighty  God  can  solve.    Time  and  space  who 

dress  of  this  letter.  •  One  who  has  so  well  ex-  can  conceive  ?  None  but  God— onliim  I  rely.' " 

plained,  and  deeply  felt,  the  doctrines  of  neligioo,  Who  knows  but  the  prayer  of  the  amiabb 

will  excuse  the  error  which  led  me  to  believe  young  lady,  inserted  above,  was  the  mean  fi 

him  its  minister.  leading  his  Lordship  to  indulge  such  sentiments, 

and  of  ultimately  securing  his  eternal  happiness ! 

This  letter,  every  one  will  admit,  exhibits  *'  The  efleetoal  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous 

Lord  Byron  in  a  modi  more  amiable  point  of  man  availeth  mudi."    This  consideration  ahoukl 

view  thfin  the  traits  of  his  character  sketched  by  not  only  excite  us  to  t^er  up  intercessions  in 

Mr.  Dallas,  prior  to  the  year  1818.    The  fol-  behalf  of  particular  individuals,  but  also  to 
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mmj  pnidoBt  mod  delicate  mean— by  converaa^  extnustad  from  La  Cans*  Joamal,  will  ■how  rh« 

lioD,  epistolary  correepoDdeoce,  or  otherwiae,  to  opinion  which  lie  entertained  of  the  morality  d 

rotMe  the  attention  of  thoee,  eepecially  in  the  the  New  Testament  :— 

higher  circles  of  life,  who  appear  unconcerned  In  a  conversation  mi  the  subject  of  religion, 

about  "  the  things  which  relate  to  their  everlast-  which  he  had  with  his  friends  at  Si.  Helena,  he 

iag  peace."  *^id,  among  many  other  things^  **  *  How  is  it 

The  Mowing  lines,  written  by  Lord  Byron,  possible  that  conviction  can  find  its  way  to  our 

are  said  to  have  been  fiiund  in  bis  BiUe :—  hearts,  when  we  hear  the  absurd  language,  and 

witness  the  acts  of  iniquity  of  the  greatest  nun>- 

**  Vlthbi  tMs  awftil  volame  lies  her  of  those  whose  business  it  is  to  preach  to 

S^  "^^^JtyS^^rSSLn  MAIL  us  ?    I  am  surrounded  with  priests  who  preach 

Oh  I  happiest  they  of  numan  race,  ^    .l  ...i.  .             .        .    i-  l*    *^      n 

To  whom  oar  God  has  given  grace,  incessantly  that  their  reign  is  not  of  this  world, 

To  hear,  to  read,  to  fear,  to  pray,  and  yet  they  lay  hands  upon  every  thing  the* 

To  Uft  the  latch,  and  force  the  way  \  *         "Pk-  p^n.  :.  *\L\,m^a  ^fthm*  r«n«t^« 

But  better  had  they  ne'er  been  bora,  ®*"  «•'•     The  Pope  is  the  bead  of  that  religion 

Vbe  read  to  doubt.  Or  read  to  scorn."  from  heaven,  and  he  thinks  only  of  this  world,' 

itc.    The  Emperor  ended  the  cooveisation  by 

With  regard  to  ilvMoparte,  we  have  nothing  desiring  my  son  to  bring  him  the  New  Testo- 

■o  satislactory  as  in  the  case  of  Byron,  that  ment,  and  taking  it  from  the  beginning,  he  read 

mieht  lead  os  to  conclude  that  hb  iMoral  and  r»-  as  far  as  the  oonclusion  of  the  speech  dT  Jesus  on 

ligious  senuments  were  changed  for  the  better,  the  mountain.    St  tspnamd  kuMti(f  ttnuk  vntk 

In  his  solilnde  at  St.  Helena,  however,  it  ap-  me  kkghett  admmttunatlfupurify^thenbUmihf. 

pears  that  the  subject  of  religion  occasionally  oo-  tfu  heimiy  e^  As  «ora%  ii  amiainml^  and  we  all 

'  his  atff>iiflii.    The  following  anecdote,  esperienced  the  same  fiMUaf." 

t\ 
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PREFACE. 


To  delineate  the  mora,  bearings  of  the  Christian  Revelation,  —  to  disitlay  the 
reasonableness  and  the  excellence  of  its  precepts,  and  the  physical  and  rationa 
(pounds  on  which  they  rest, — and  to  exhibit  a  few  prominent  features  in  the 
moral  aspect  ofthe  world, — were  some  of  the  principal  objects  which  the  author 
had  in  view  in  the  composition  ofthe  Mowing  work.  He  is  not  aware  that  a 
similar  train  of  thought  has  been  prosecuted,  to  the  same  extent,  by  any  preceding 
writer;  and  is  therefore  disposed  to  indulge  tlie  hope  that  it  may  prove  both 
entertaining  and  instructive  to  the  general  reader,  and  to  the  intellizent  Christian. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remind  the  reader  that  the  author's  object  simpiy  is, 
to  Uhutrate  the  topics  he  has  selected  as  the  subject  of  tliis  volume.  As  he  has 
taken  his  fundamental  principles  from  the  system  of  revelation,  he  was  under  no 
necessity,  as  most  ethical  writers  are,  to  enter  into  any  laboured  metaphysical 
discussions  on  the  foundation  of  morality,  and  the  motives  from  which  moral 
actions  should  proceed. — The  truth  of  revelation  is,  of  course,  taken  for  granted ; 
and  all  who  aclcnowledge  its  divine  authority,  will  readily  admit  the  principles 
which  form  the  basis  ofthe  system  here  illustrated.  But,  although  it  formed  no 
particular  part  of  the  author's  plan  to  illustrate  the  emdentea  ofthe  Christian 
revelation,  he  trusts  that  the  view  which  is  here  given  of  the  benignant  tendency 
of  its  moral  requisitk>ns,  will  form  a  powerful  presumptive  argument  in  support 
of  its  celestial  origin. 

The  Christian  reader  may  also  be  reminded,  that  it  is  only  the  pkSoKpku  oi 
religion  which  the  author  has  attempted  to  illustrate.  It  formed  no  part  of  his 
plan  to  enter  into  any  particular  discussion  on  the  do^^trines  of  revelation,  or  on 
those  topics  which  have  so  frequently  been  the  subiect  of  controversy  in  the 
Christian  church.  It  is  not  to  support  the  tenets  of  Calvinism,  Arminianism, 
Baxterianism,  Arianism,  or  any  other  ism  which  distinguishes  the  various 
denominations  of  the  religious  world,  that  these  illustrations  are  presented  to 
public  view ;  but  to  elucidate  an  object  which  it  appears  to  be  the  grand  design 
of  revelation  to  accomplish,  and  in  the  promotion  of  which  every  section  ofthe 
Christian  church  is  equally  interested,  and  to  which  they  would  do  well  to 
"  take  heed." —  In  his  illustration  of  this  subject,  the  author  has  kept  his  eye 
solely  on  the  two  revelations  which  the  Aknighty'  has  given  to  mankind, — 
THE  SYSTEM  OF  NATURE,  and  the  SACRED  RECORDS  jtut  0$  they  ttotidy —  without 
any  res^ard  to  the  theories  of  philosophers,  the  opinions  of  commentators,  or 
the  systems  of  theologians.  He  is  disposed  to  view  the  revelations  of  the 
Bible  rather  as  a  series  of  important /oct^  from  which  moral  instructions  are  to 
be  deduced,  tlian  as  a  system  of  metaphysical  opinions  for  the  exercise  of  the 
intellect. 
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On  the  leading  topics  which  liave  divided  the  CluiBtian  world,  the  author  has 
formed  his  own  opinion,  and  has  adopted  those  which  he  lias  judged,  on  the 
wholet  to  be  most  correct ;  but  it  is  of  no  importance  to  the  reader  what  these 
opinions  are,  or  of  what  system  of  speculative  theology  he  is  inclined,  on  the 
whole,  to  support.  He  sets  veiy  little  value  upon  purely  speculative  opinions, 
except  in  so  far  as  they  tend  to  promote  the  mnd  moral  objects  of  Christianity; 
and  while  he  assumes  tlie  unalienable  right  m  thinking  ibr  mnKejfon  the  subject 
of  religion,  he'is  disposed  to  allow  the  same  privilege  to  others.  He  believes, 
oil  the  authority  of  Scripture,  that  *'  God  is  the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth ;" — 
that  '^  he  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  ail  his  works ;" — that  *^  he  is 
flood  to  all,  and  that  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works ; — that  **  he  so 
loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
on  him  might  not  perish,  but  have  everlastmg  life:" — that "  Christ  died  ibr  our 
sins,  that  he  was  buried,  and  that  he  rose  again  from  the  dead  according  to  the 
Scriptorefli^" — that  **  he  is  the  propitiation  tor  our  sins,  and  that  he  ever  lives 
to  make  intercession;" — together  with  all  the  other  facts  and  doctrines  with 
which  these  are  essentially  connected.  But  he  views  the  recognition  of  such 
doctrines  and  facts  not  as  the  end  of  religion,  but  only  as  the  meauM  \y  which 
the  great  moral  objects  of  Christianity  are  to  be  promoted  and  accomplished. 

In  iUustrating  the  moral  state  of  the  world,  the  author  is  sony  that  he  was 
obliged  to  compress  his  detafls  within  so  narrow  Ihuts.  Few  readers,  however, 
will  appreciate  tne  labour  and  research  he  was  unuer  the  necessity  of  bestowing, 
in  order  to  select  and  arrange  the  facts  which  he  has  detailed.  He  has 
occasionally  had  to  condense  a  Ions  history  or  narrative,  and  even  a  whole 
volume,  into  the  compass  of  two  or  three  pa|;es;  and  to  search  through  more 
than  twenty  volumes,  in  order  to  find  materials  to  fill  a  couple  of  pages.  With 
the  same  degree  of  research,  ^excepting  the  mechanical  labour  of  transcription,) 
he  might  have  fflled  several  volumes  witli  similar  illustrations;  and  lie  is 
oonvirced  that  a  work  oT  this  description,  judickHisIy  executed,  waM  prove 
highly  instructive,  as  well  as  entertaining,  not  only  to  the  Christian  world,  tut 
to  readers  of  eveiy  description. 

Various  topics  connected  with  the  phikwophy  of  religwn  still  r*«iii*n  to  be 
fliustrated.  These  shall  form  the  subject  or  discussion  in  a  Aitvrp  y^ums, 
shoukl  the  present  work  be  received  wim  general  appn^batkm. 

PuTH,  January,  1896. 
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PHILOSOPHY   OF  RELIGION. 


INTRODUCTION. 

The  objecci  of  hamaii  knowledge  may  be  r»-  into  the  oatore  and  relatknia  of  miod,  it  is  neoev* 

duced  to  two  daiice    the  relatione  aftnaUer  and  sary,  in  the  firet  place,  to  aludy  the  phenomena  of 

the  relations  otmimd ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  mo-  the  materiaJ  worU,  aiud  the  external  actions  of  all 

Urial  and  the  nUaUatual  universe.  Of  these  two  thoee  percipient  beings  with  which  it  is  peopled ; 

departments  of  science,  the  intellectual  universe  for  the  knowledge  of  the  facts  we  acquire  in  rela- 

is,  in  many  respects,  the  most  interesting  and  in>-  tion  to  these  objects  must  form  jtbe  ground-work 

portanu   For,  in  so  far  as  <Nir  knowledge  and  re-  of  all  our  investigations. 

searches  extend,  it  appears  highly  probable,  if  not  We  are  surrounded,  on  every  band,  with 

absolutely  certain,  that  the  material  universe  ex*  minds  of  various  descriptions,  which  evince  the 

ists  solely  for  the  sake  of  sentient  and  ioieiligent  &culties  of  which  ihey  are  possessed,  by  the  vai> 

oeings— in  order  to  afford  a  sensible  manifestation  nous  senses  and  active  powers  with  which  thej 

of  the  attributes  of  the  great  First  Cause,  and  to  are  furnished.   These  minds  are  of  various  gra- 

«erve  as  a  vehicle  of  thought  and  a  medium  of  dalions,  in  point  of  intellectual  capacity  and 

enjoyment  to  subordinate  intelligences.    So  i»-  aeuoMn,  from  man  downwards  through  all  the 

timately  related,  however,  are  these  two  objects  animated  U^ibes  which  traverse  the  regions  ol 

of  human  investigation,  that  a  knowledge  of  the  earth,  air,  and  sea.    We  have  the  strongest  rea^ 

one  cannot  be  obuined  but  through  the  medium  son  to  believe,  that  the  distant  regions  of  the 

of  the  other.    The  operations  of  mind  cannot  be  material  worM  are  also  replenished  with  inteW 

carried  on  without  the  intervention  of  exterf***  lectual  beings,  of  various  orders,  in  which  there 

objects ;  for  if  the  material  universe  bad  never  may  be  a  graiUaien  upwards,  in  the  scale  of 

existed,  we  eouM  never  have  prosecuted  a  train  intoUect  above  that  of  a  man,  as  diversified  as 

of  thought ;  *  and  the  beauties  and  sublimities  of  that  which  we  perceive  in  the  descending  scale, 

external  nature  can  be  perceived  only  by  thinking  from  man  downwards  to  the  immatwial  princi- 

beings,  without  the  existence  of  which,  the  ma-  pie  which  animates  a  muscle,  a  snail.,  or  a  mi- 

terial  universe  would  remain  like  a  mighty  Uank,  croscopic  animalcula.    When  we  consider  the 

and  might  be  said  to  have  been  created  in  vain,  variety  of  original  forms  and  of  intellectual  ofr* 

Hence  it  appears,  Chat,  previous  to  our  inquiries  pacities  which  abounds  in  our  terrestrial  system, 

and  that  there  is  an  infinite  gap  in  the  scale  of 

•  Tte  wliole  trrin  of  Ideas  ^l«1;:P^«;>f«  V^I^^g^  being  between  the  human  mind  and  the  Supreme 

eur  minds  on  any  suUest  mar  l»  conildered  as  the     r-t-ii;-— .-  ;.  ^^ ..:.^ e        Ci  \    TT 

Images  of  external  oQecU  variously  modified  and  InteUigence,  it  appeara  quite  conformable  to  the 

comMned.   Those  Images  we  receive  through  the  magnificont  harmony  of  the  universe,  and  to  the 

medium  of  our  senses,  by  which  we  hoM  a  com-  wiedamandlMn«valMie«orita  AlmSahtv  AiifK<t» 

munlcatlon  with  the  material  wortd.    All  our  Ideas  7"<»«n  "»  oenevoience  oi  its  Almighty  Author, 

of  God,  and  of  the  oiyeeU  of  roHglon.  ars  derived  to  suppose,  that  there  are  beings  within  the 

from  the  lame  «oorce.    The  Illustrations  of  tjM  range  of  his  dominions  as  far  superior  to  man  in 

attributes  of  the  Deity,  and  of  his  moral  sdmbils-  ,iJV»„,^u.-^^  .^  --...»  ^rCL..^!     j 

iraUon,  contained  bi  Beripture,  ate  derived  from  ^^  comprehension  and  extent  of  mental  and  cor- 

the  exieniiil  scenes  of  ersatloo,  -and  tnm  the  re-  poreal  powers,  as  man  is,  in  these  reepcctt  su- 

lations  of  human  society;  consequently,  had  the  perior  to  the  most  desoicBble  insect:  and  thai 

material  world  never  existed,  we  could  have  form-  !f!_\jr«--^:        ■  ""y"*™"  »"•**  •  "»«  »>»' 

ed  no  concepUons  of  the  divine  perfections  similar  tb«M  Imngs,  m  pomt  of  number,  may  exceed  all 

tothnse  which  we  now  entertain,  nor  have  proMcn-  human  calculation  and  comprehension.    This 

•ed  a  train  of  thought  on  any  other  subject;  for  the     y-,. ;-  «nr»ol»n»«i«,l  k«  •««•»•»  M.ts».t:^.  

material  universe  fi  the  basis  of  all  the  knowledge  "*f  *  "  forroboratedby  severa'  mtimations  ooo- 

we  have  hlihertoacquired.  or  can  acquire,  respeciing  tained  in  the  records  of  reveation,  where  we 

ourselves,  our  Cnator  or  ether  Intelligences.    Any  have  presented  to  our  view  a  class  of  intelligences 

person  who  is  disposed  to  call  In  quesUon  this  oosl.     .„  j  J,^  ^.,1,  «i.„.;^i  ^ :^_      "gwi^w 

tlon  must  be  pmpaied  to  point  out,  dIsUncily  andspe-  Mdowed  with  physical  energies,  powers  of  rapia 

cifieally.  those  Ideas  ortialns  of  thought  which  are  motion,  and  a  grasp  of  intellect,  incomparably  su- 

n^  derived  through  the  medium  of  the  external  Mriorto  ihooe  whidiare  ooesessed  hv  anv  ti  thm 

•.tnses.  and  tnm  tb*  eblao^s  on  which  they  an  pw'iwwimwo  wnicnare  poesessea  oy  any  of  lbs 

exercised.  beings  which  beloog  to  our  suWumuysyrtem, 
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To  eoBtMiiplale  the  wtoui  orders  of  iotelli-  tangible  manner  than  the  IbeortM  which  kftra 
geooea  which  people  the  material  univeree,  and  been  formed  respecting  the  nature  and  operatioi« 
the  relations  which  subsist  among  them— the  ar-  of  the  intellectual  powers.  Illustrations  level  to 
rangements  of  the  different  worlds  to  which  thejr  every  capacity,  and  which  come  home  to  everr 
respectively  belong— the  corporeal  vehicles  by  one's  bosom,  may  be  derived  both  from  reaaoa 
which  they  hold  &  correspondence  with  the  ma-  and  experience,  from  the  annais  of  history,  and 
'erial  system<— the  relation  in  which  they  stand  to  the  records  of  revelation.  It  is  not  involved  in 
)ther« worlds  and  beings,  from  which  they  are  the  same  difficulties  and  obscuiity  which  have 
lieparaled  by  the  voids  of  space— and  the  ezcur-  perplexed  the  philosophy  of  the  intellect ;  and 
iions  they  occasionally  make  to  different  regions  there  are  certain  principles  which  may  be  traced 
of  that  vast  empire  of  which  they  form  a  part —  in  relation  to  this  subject,  which  apply  to  all  the 
io  trace  the  superior  intellectual  faculties  and  the  rational  intelligences  that  God  has  formed,  how- 
sensitive  organs  with  which  they  are  endowed^  ever  diversified  in  respect  of  the  regions  of  the 
the  profound  investigations  they  have  made  into  universe  which  they  occupy,  and  in  the  extent 
the  economy  of  the  universe— the  trains  of  thought  of  their  intellectual  powers.  Above  all,  this 
which  they  pursue,  and  the  magnificent  objects  subject  is  more  intimately  connected  wiih  the 
pn  which  their  faculties  are  employed— the  emo-  present  and  future  happiness  of  man  than  any 
tions  with  whidi  they  view  the  scenes  and  trans-  other  which  comes  within  the  range  of  human 
actions  of  such  a  world  as  oura— the  means  by  investigation ;  and  iherelbre,  forms  a  prominent 
which  they  have  been  carried  forward  in  the  and  legitimate  branch  of  what  may  be  termed 
career  of  moral  and  intellectual  improvement —  ^*  The  Philosophy  of  Religion." 
the  history  of  their  transactions  since  the  period  at  That  the  moral  relations  of  intelligent  minds, 
which  they  were  brought  into  existence— the  pe-  and  the  temper  and  conduct  corresponding  with 
culiar  dispensations  of  the  Creator,  and  the  r^  these  relations,  are  essentially  connected  with 
volutions  that  may  have  taken  place  among  them  the  Happiness  of  every  rational  agent,  might  bo 
—the  progressions  they  have  made  from  one  made  to  appear  from  a  variety  of  cases,  in  which 
stage  of  improvement  to  another — the  views  they  the  reversing  of  certain  moral  laws  or  principles 
have  acquired  of  the  perfections  and  the  plans  of  would  inevitably  lead  to  disorder  and  misery, 
their  Almighty  Sovereign — the  transporting  emo-  I  shall  content  myself  with  stating  the  folk)wing 
tions  of  delight  which  pervade  alt  their  faculties  illustration  :^We  dwell  in  an  obscure  corner  of 
—and  the  sublime  adorations  they  offer  up  to  the  God's  empire ;  but  the  light  of  modem  science 
Fountain  of  all  their  folicity^ — ^would  constitute  a  has  shown  us,  that  worlds,  a  thousand  ( imes  larger 
source  of  the  most  exquisite  gratification  to  every  than  ours,  and  adorned  with  more  refulgent  spleik- 
boly,  intelligent,  and  inquiring  mind.  But,  since  dours,  exist  within  the  range  of  that  sy^iem  of 
we  are  at  present  confined  to  a  small  comer  of  wuM;h  we  (brm  a  part.  It,  has  also  unl'uidrd  to 
the  universe  of  God,  and  surrounded  by  immea-  our  view  other  systems  dispersed  throughuui  the 
suraUe  voids  of  space,  which  intervene  between  voids  of  space,  at  immeasurable  distances,  and 
our  habitation  and  the  celestial  worlds,  through  in  such  vast  profusion,  that  our  minds  are  unable 
which  no  human  power  can  enable  us  to  pene-  to  grasp  their  number  and  their  magnitude.  Rea- 
trate,  we  must  remain  ignorant  of  the  nature  son  and  revelation  lead  us  to  conclude,  that  all 
and  economy  of  those  intellectual  beings,  till  our  these  worlds  and  systems  are  adorned  with  dis- 
souls  take  ^ir  flight  from  these  "  tabernacles  of  plays  of  divine  wisdom,  and  peopled  with  myriads 
day,"  to  join  their  kindred  spirits  in  the  invisible  of  rational  inhabitants.  The  human  mind,  after 
world.  While  we  remain  in  our  sublunary  man-  it  has  received  notices  of  such  stupendous  soenea, 
sioUf  our  investigations  into  the  world  c^  mind  naluraOy  longs  for  a  nearer  and  more  intimate  in- 
must,  therefore,  of  necessity,  bo  confined  to  the  spection  of  the  grandeur  and  economy  of  thoae 
nature  and  attributes  of  the  Uncreated  Spirit,  and  distant  provinces  of  the  Creator's  empire ;  and 
to  the  faculties  of  our  own  minds  and  those  of  the  is  apt  to  imagine,  that  it  would  never  wear}*,  bol 
sensitive  beings  with  which  we  are  surrounded,  woukl  feel  unmingled  enjoyment,  while  it  winged 
These  faculties,  as  they  constitute  the  instru-  its  flight  from  one  magnificent  scene  of  creauoa 
ments  by  which  all  our  knowledge,  both  human  to  another.  But  althou^  an  inhabitant  of  oof 
and  divine,  is  acquired,  have  employed  the  at-  world  were  divested  of  the  quality  of  gravitation 
'ention  of  philosophers  in  every  age,  and  have  endowed  with  powers  of  rapid  motion  adequatt 
been  the  Uieme  of  many  subtle  wnd  ingenuous  to  cany  him  along  "  to  the  aubiirbs  of  creation,' 
speculations;  and  they,  doubtless,  form  an  in-  and  permitted  by  his  Creator  to  survey  all  the 
teresting  subject  of  investigation  to  the  student  wonders  of  the  universe,  if  a  principle  of  k>ve 
of  intellectual  science.  and  kindly  affection  towards  fellow-intelligencet 

But,  of  all  the  view*  we  can  take  of  the  wwld  did  not  animate  his  mind,  if  rage  and  revenge 

of  mind,  the  nu^al  rdationi  of  intelligent  beings,  pride  and  ambition,  hatred  and  envy,  were  incen* 

and  the  laws  founded  on  these  relations,  are  topics  santly  rankling  in  his  breast,  he  conU  feet  n« 

by  far  the  most  interesting  and  important.  This  transporting  emotions,  nor  taate  the  swecu  c4 

Hibject  «uiy  be  treated  in  a  more  definite  and  true  enjoyment.    The  vast  universe.   tUrwuc^ 
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Mnich  he  roam«d|  would  be  trmnnformed  into  %  the  subject  has  been  generally  treated,  have  eel* 

tfMeUnu  heU  ;  its  beauties  and  sublimities  could  dom  led  to  any  beneficial  practical  results.    To 

not  urovont  misery  from  taking  possession  of  his  attempt  to  treat  the  subject  of  morals  without  a 

soui  I  and,  at  every  stage  oi'  his  excursion,  he  reference  lo  divine  revelation,  as  moetof  our  o»> 

could  not  fail  to  meet  with  the  indications  of  his  leforaied  moral  writers  have  done,  seems  to  be 

Creator's  frown.    For  there  appears,  from  rea-  little  short  of  egregious  trifling.    It  cannot  serve 

son  and  experience,  as  well  as  from  the  dictates  the  purpose  of  an  atperimtnlf  to  ascertain  how 

of  revelation,  an  absolute  impossibility  of  en-  fiir  the  unassisted  faculties  of  man  can  go  in  ac> 

joymg  happiness  so  long  as  malevolent  affections  quiring  a  knowledge  of  the  foundation  and  the 

retain 'their  ascendancy  in  the  heart  of  a  moral  rules  of  moral  aotioo;  for  lh»  prominent  prioci- 

intelligence,  in  whatever  region  of  universal  na-  plea  of  Christian  morality  are  so  interwoven  into 

ture  his  residence  may  be  found.  the  opinions,  interoourses,  and  practices  of  mo* 

Hence  we  may  learn,  that  the  hfgbesl  attain-  dem  civilized  society,  and  so  familiar  to  the  mind 

ments  in  science  to  which  any  one  can  arrive,  of  every  man  who  has  been  educated  in  a  Chris- 

tbough  they  may  expand  the  range  of  his  intel-  tian  land,  that  it  is  impossible  to  eradicate  the 

lectual  views,  will  not  ensure  to  their  possessor  idea  of  them  from  the  nrind,  when  it  attempts  to 

substantial  and  unmingled  enjoyment,  while  his  trace  the  duty  of  man  solely  on  the  principles  of 

bevtisdevoidofbenevolentafTections,  and  while  reason.    When  the  tnia  principles  of  oxmility 

he  is  subjected  to  the  influence  of  degrading  and  are  once  communicated  through  the  medium  of 

immoral  passions.    If  it  be  possible  that  any  one  revelaticm,  reason  can  demonstrate  dieir  utility, 

now  exists  m  the  literary  world,  who  has  devoted  and  their  conformity  to  the  character  of  God,  to 

his  life  to  the  aublimest  investigations  of  science,  the  order  of  the  universe,  and  lo  the  relations 

and  has  taken  the  most  extensive  views  of  the  which  subsist  among  intelligent  agents.    But  we 

arrangements  of  the  material  world,  and  yet  are  by  no  means  in  a  situation  to  determine  whe* 

who  remains  doubtfril  as  to  the  existence  of  a  tber  they  could  ever  have  been  dkeovwed  by  the 

Supreme  Intelligence,  and  of  an  eternal  slate  of  investtgatioos  and  efibrts  of  the  uoaasisted  powers 

destination;   who  is  elated  with  pride  at  the  of  the  human  mind.    The  only  peiaons  who  could 

splendour  of  his  scientific  acquirements ;  who  fairly  try  such  an  exponment  were  the  Greeks 

treats  his  equals  with  a  spirit  of  arrogance ;  who  and  Romans,  and  other  civilised  nations,  in  aiK 

kioks  doMrn  with  a  haughty  and  stiUen  scpwl  on  cienl  times,  to  whom  the  light  of  revelation  wat 

the  inferior  nmks  of  bis  fellow-men ;  who  is  not  imparted.    And  what  was  the  result  of  all 

haughty,  overbearing,  and  revengeful  in  his  ge-  their  researches  on  this  most  important  of  all 

neral  deportment,  and  who  is  altogether  indiflfe-  subjects  1    What  were  tbe^  "vrtieal  effecto  of  all 

rent  as  to  the  moral  principles  he  displays, — ^I  the  fine-spun  theories  and  suoue  speculations 

would  envy  neither  his  happiness  nor  his  intal-  which  originated  in  the  schools  of  ancient  phikn 

lectual  attainments.    He  can  enioy  none  of  those  sopby,  uixler  the  tuition  of  Plato  and  Somies, 

delightful  emotions  which  flow  from  the  exercise  of  Aristotle  and  Zeno  ?    The  result  is  recorded 

of  Christian  benevolence,  nor  any  of  those  odd-  in  the  annals  of  hutory,  and  in  the  writings  of 

eolations  which  the  good  man  feels  amidst  the  the  apostles.    "  They  became  vain  in  their  ima^ 

various  ills  of  life ;  and,  beyond  the  short  span  of  ginations,  and  their  foolish  hearts  were  daricened. 

mortal  existence,  he  can  look  forward  to  no  They  were  filled  with  all  imrigfateonsness,  fonii* 

brighter  displays  of  the  grandeur  of  the  material  cation,  wickedness,  covetousness,  malieiousnesa 

and  mtollectual  universe,  but  to  an  eternal  depri-  envy,  murder,  deceit,  malignity  \  ihey  wereback> 

vation  of  his  powers  of  intelligence  in  the  shades  biters,  haters  of  God,  despiteful,  proud,  invent- 

of  annihilation.  ore  of  evil  things,  disobedient  to  pvents,  without 

It  must,  therefore,  be  a  matter  deeply  interest-  natural  afToction,  implacable,  and  anmereiful.** 

ing  to  every  intelligent  agent,  to  uquire  correct  Their  general  conduct  was  characterised  by 

notions  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  moral  pride,  iMciviousness,  and  revenge ;  they  indulged 

action,  and  to  form  those  habits  which  wfll  fit  in  the  commission  of  unnatural  crimes ;  they 

him  for  the  enjoyment  of  true  felicity,  to  what^  were  actuated  by  restless  ambition,  and  they 

ever  region  of  the  universe  he  may  aAerwards  be  gloried  in  covering  the  earth  with  devastation 

transported. — ^lo  the  illustration  of  this  subject,  and  carnage. 

I  shall  pursue  a  train  of  thought  which  E  am  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  some  of  the  sects  of 

not  aware  has  been  prosecuted  by  any  previous  phik>sophers  propounded  several  maxims  and 

writers  on  the  subject  of  morality,  and  shall  en-  moral  precepts,  the  propriety  of  whidi  cannot 

deavour  to  confi.-<n  and  illustrate  the  views  which  be  questioned;  but  none  of  tfiem  could  agree 

may  be  exhibited,  by  an  appeal  to  the  discoveries  respecting  either  the  foundation  of  virtue,  or  the 

of  revelation.  ultimate  object  toward  which  it  shouhf  be  di* 

We  have  an  abundance  of  ponderous  volumes  rected,  or  that  in  which  the  chief  happiness  ol 

on  the  subject  of  moral  philosophy ;  but  the  dif^  man  consists;  and  hence  it  happened,  that  the 

ferent  theories  which  have  been  proposed  and  precepts  delivered  by  the  teachers  cf  phikieopfaj 

diM»issed,  and  the  metaphysicsl  mode  in  which  had  little  influence  oo  their  own  ooiiduct,  aal 
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ftr  Um'  OB  that  of  the  unikinkiqg  mukitudo.  treiy  &ct  ukd  ererj  circuautaane  which  mtn 

Where  do  we  find,  in  any  of  the  phikseophical  have  a  bearing  on  the  important  queetion  whica 

achooh  of  Greece  and  Rome,  a  reoommendaiion  lie  undertakes  to  decide.    Now,  ii  is  ti/aet, 

of  such  inrecoptfl  as  Uiese,  "  Lore  your  enemies ;  that  such  a  hock  as  the  Bible  actually  exinit— 

do  good  to  them  who  hate  you ;  and  pray  for  that,  amidst  the  wreclc  of  thousands  d*  voluowa 

them  who  despiteful  ly  use  yon  and  persecute  which  tlie  stream  of  tioM  has  csnied  into  obli- 

you?'*    In  opposition  to  such  divine  injunctions,  vion,  it  has  survived  for  several  thousands  of 

we  can  trace,  in  the  maxims  and  conduct  of  the  years — thai  its  announcements  have  directed 

ancient  sages,  a  principle  of  pride  insinuating  the  opinions  and  the  conduct  of  myriads  of  man* 

itself  into  the  train  of  their  most  virtuous  ac*  Icind— that  many  of  the  most  illustrious  charao- 

tions.    It  has  been  reckoned  by  some  a  wise  and  ters  that  have  adorned  our  race  have  submitted 

a  witty  answer  which  one  of  the  philosophers  to  its  dictates,  and  governed  their  tempers  and 

returned  to  his  friend,  who  had  advised  him  to  their  actions  by  its  moral  precepts— that  those 

revenge  an  injury  he  had  suffered ;   '*  What,  who  have  been  governed  by  its  maxims  have 

(says  he)  if  an  ass  kicks  me,  must  I  needs  kick  been  distinguished  by  uprightness  of  conduct, 

him  again?"    Soma  may  be  disposed  to  oonsi-  and  been  most  earnest  and  successful  in  promot- 

der  such  a  reply  as  indicating  a  manly  spirit,  ing  the  happiness  of  mankind — ^that  this  book 

and  true  greatness  of  soul ;  butii  carries  in  it  a  declares,  that  a  moral  revulsioa  has  taken  place 

pnmd  and  aupereiUous  contempt  of  human  na-  in  the  constitution  of  man  since  he  was  placed 

ture,  and  a  haugfatinees  of  mind,  which  are  alto-  upon  this  globe    and  that  the  whole  train  of  ita 

gather  inoonaistent  with  the  mild  and  benevolent  moral  precepts  proceeds  oa  the  ground  of  his 

precepts  of  Him,  who,  in  the  midst  of  his  severest  being  considered   as  a  deprsTed  imdligenoe. 

sufferings  from  men,  exolaimed,  **  Father,  fcrgire  These  are  &cts  which  eren  the  infidel  philoso- 

ihem,  Ibr  they  know  not  what  they  do."  pher  must  admit ;  and,  instead  of  throwing  them 

It  appears  somewhat  preposterous  to  waste  into  the  shade,  or  keeping  Ihem  entkely  out  of 

our  time,  and  the  energies  of  our  minds,  ia  la-  view,  he  is  bound,  as  an  unbiassed  inquirer,  to 

ooured  metaphysical  disquisitioQa,  to  sacertain  take  them  all  into  account  in  his  researches  into 

the  foundations  of  rirtue,  and  the  motives  from  the  moral  economy  of  the  hunwn  race.    In  par- 

which  it  is  to  be  pursued ;  whether  it  consists  tioular,  he  is  bound  to  mquire  into  the  probabiliqr 

in  utm^,  m  the>Kfisfs^  lUv**  or  in  the  regu-  of  the  aleged  (kd  of  the  depravity  of  roan,  and 

Utions  of  states  and  political  associations,  and  to  consider,  whether  the  general  train  of  human 

whether  it  is  to  be  prosecuted  from  a  principle  actions,  the  leading  frets  of  history  in  reference 

of  sotf>h»ve  or  of  benevolence,  when  every  usefid  to  all  ages  and  nations,  and  the  destructive  efiecis 

question  that  can  be  started  on  this  subject  may  of  several  opeinations  in  the  system  of  nature, 

be  iomsdiately  solved  by  a  direct  application  to  have  not  a  tendency  to  corroborate  this  important 

the  revelations  of  heaven,  and  an  in&llible  rule  point.    For  the  fact,  that  man  is  a  fallen  intelli- 

derived  for  the  direction  of  our  conduct  in  ail  gence,  must  materially  modify  erery  system  of 

the  dreuawtances  and  relations  in  which  we  ethics  that  takes  it  into  account.    Shoukl  this 

maybe  placed.    Even  although  the  moral  philo-  &ct  be  entirely  overiooked,  and  yet  ohiroately  be 

sopher  were  to  reject  the  Bible,  om  a  mefsCisa  found  to  rsst  on  a  solid  Ibundbtioo,  then,  all  the 

/rim  CM,  it  wiDuld  form  no  reason  why  its  an-  specnlatioas  aad  theories  of  those  moralbu  who 

auneiations  sliouki  be  altogether  overlooked  or  profess  to  be  gt  ided  aoMy  by  the  dictates  of 

rejected.    As  an  impartial  investigator  of  the  unassisted  reason,  aiay  prere  to  be  nothing  more 

histoiy  of  BMa,  of  the  moral  constitution  of  the  than  the  rererieit  rf  a  vi^  ia^ginatioo,  and  ta 

human  aund,  and  of  the  circumstances  of  our  be  built  on  **  tlw  k%eA»^ai  Mm  nf  a  vision  " 
pvsaont  ooaditioai  be  is  bound  to  take  into  view 
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OH  m  MORAL  BBUnOHi  OP  DmLUGBirr  BBDffOi  TO  TBBDl  GBBAtOft. 


BBOnOML  of  ofteiatondad  t»  btc«if«y«d  foCiietbaf* 

•UUd  dvfioHioM, 

•s  nm  nnuMt  ob  mmt  •■>■«▲&  idba  SuppoM  thi  priiici|ile  whieh  unitm  (he  pbae- 

or  MomAUTT.  twy  giobM  in  om  bwBMokNM  •jttwn,  to  b« 

•  diMolvwIyUidUMplaMlitonalawlaMlythroaili 

I  oososiTB,  that  the  ISm  or  meet  miienl  the  ekj^^-euppoee  the  pUneC  Jupittfr  to  fbreeke 

Ueft  of  morelitj  ie,  Obdbb«— «r,  that  haraw-  hie  orbit,  aad  in  hiaeoiirae  to  thedietant  regknt 

nioaa  diepotition  and  arrangement  of  intellifent  of  epaoe,  to  impinfo  againat  the  planet  Batumi 

beiqga,  whieh  iifiNinded  on  the  nature  of  thinga,  and  to  oonTuiae  the  aoUderoai  of  that  globe  from 

and  whieh  tende  to  produce  the  greataat  mun  of  ill  aarftoe  to  its  oenlrei  to  diaairange  the  order 

happfaieaa.  «f  its  aaleilitee,  to  ahatter  its  riaga  into  pieeea, 

Pkgmed  Ord§r,  or  the  order  of  the  BMlerial  and  to  eariY  the  firagiaenla  of  them  along  with 

viireree,  is  that  by  which  every  part  is  made  to  him  in  his  iawlem  career^— euppoee  the  aun  to 

harmooiae  to  the  other  part,  and  all  faidiTidually  attract  his  neaieat  planets  to  his  surfroe  with  a 

to  the  whole  oodeetively.    Thus,  the  adaptation  force  that  woold  ahahe  them  to  their  oentrea, 

of  light  to  the  eye,  and  of  the  eye  to  light  (  the  and  diaaolve  their  praeentconstitutionr-ettppoae 

ada{rtation  of  the  straeUire  of  the  ear  and  of  the  moon  to  fly  from  hor  orbit,  and  mah  towards 

the  long!  to  the  coosiitotion  of  the  atmoephera,  the  planot  Yenaa,-i4he  earth  to  be  dirested  of 

and  itt  various  undulations ;  the  adaptatkm  of  ito  atmoaphere,  the  fomdatkoa  cf  ito  mountaisp 

the  waters,  the  vegetable  produetions  of  ths  to  be  overtdmed,  and  to  be  burled  mto  the  plains, 

field,  the  minerals  in  the  bowelsof  the  earth,  the  and  into  the  ooeaa;  ito  aeaa  and  rivers  to  Ibi^ 

eolonra  produced  by  the  solar  raya,  and  all  ths  sake  their  ancient  channeli,  and  to  etverflow  the 

other  parts  and  agenciea  of  external  nature,  to  land,  aad  ito  human  inhabilanto  swept  promia* 

die  wanto  and  the  happinem  of  sentient  beinga  $  omusly  along  with  ths  inftrior  animals  mto 

ths  adaptotioB  of  day  aad  night  to  the  labour  and  deoa  and  cavee,  and  crevices  of  ths  sarth,  knd 

rest  appointed  fiir  man;  and  the  regularity  of  the  into  the  bottom  of  the  ocean  ^— in  each  a  acene, 

motionB  of  the  planetary  bodiee  in  their  dreuito  weahoold  hnvepraaentcdtoourviewaspecimeQ 

round  the  aun— oooetituto  the  ph^fmeal  Older,  or  of  physical  oonfiiaion  and  diaordsr ;  and  it  woold 

harmony  of  the  viaible  world;  and  it  ia  this  fbrmanfanpreagiveemUemcftheitatoefimtional 

whieh  eonititutea  ito  principal  beauty,  and  which  bebgs,  whoss  moral  ordsr  is  oomplecely  aub- 

•vinces  ths  wisdom  of  ito  Ahnighty  Author.  vertadU 

ilforal  Ordtr  is  the  harmony  cf  intelligent  Again,  auppooe  the  ratioaal  inhabitanto  of  our 

befaiga  in  reepect  to  one  another,  aad  to  their  globe  to  be  universaJly  act  againat  each  other,  in 

Creator,  and  is  fiwoded  upon  thoee  reiaticaa  m  order  to  aecoofilbh  their  misery  aad  deetructioB 

which  ihey  respectively  etaad  to  each  other.^—  ^^uppoae  the  child  riling  in  opposition  to  hie 

Thuf,  reverenoe,  adoration,  and  gratitude,  irom  pareato,  the  wife  plotting  the  deetruction  of  her 

creaiures,  correspond  or  harmonise  with  Ihie  idea  husband,  the  brother  inonaring  hia  sister,  and 

of  a  aeltezistent,  omnipotent,  and  benevolent  decoying  her  to  rain,— teachera  of  aU  deserip* 

Being,  OB  whom  they  depend,  and  from  whom  tiona  inouleating  the  arto  of  deception,  of  revenge, 

they  derive  every  enjoymeai,    aad  love,  aad  and  of  destruction,  and  repreeenting  every  prin- 

food  win,  and  a  deeire  to  promoto  each  other'a  dple  aad  bet  as  eoatrary  to  what  tt  really  ia— 

happinem,  harmonize  with  the  idea  of  Uitolli-  fahehoode  of  every  deecription  industriooaly 

genees  of  the  aamo  speciee  anngling  together  in  forged  and  circutotod  as  lacto  through  every  rank 

aoelal  interooursee.    For,  it  will  at  once  he  a^  cf  society— rulen  Mttiag  thenMohree  In  oppoe^ 

arittod,  that  affectioas  directly  oppoaito  to  thaaa,  tioa  to  the  populaee,  aad  plottii^  their  deotruo- 

aad  uaivertally  prevalent,  would  toad  to  deetiuy  thm,  while  they  are  at  die  same  tiaw  aetaated 

the  Bioral  haiinony  of  die  intelligent  nniverae,  by  a  principle  of  pride,  of  envy,  and  maliea 

aad  to  introduce  anarchy  and  ooafuaioB,  aad  agaiast  eaen  other— the  populaee  eettiag  thea»> 

eoeoequeatly  mU^t  amoag  aQ  the  ratioaal  iah»  aelvea  ia  oppoaition  to  their  rulora,  eslerminating 

tiUttto  of  the  material  world.  them  from  the  earth,  anbverting  every  priaeipit 

Tlie  following  brief  illustratioa,  by  way  of  cf  law  aad  order,  grati^^,  without  eoatnl, 


eoatrast,  may,  perhape,  have  a  teadeaey  aMia    every  priaeiple  of  reveage,  avarice,  laseivioi 
particularly  to  iaqaraas  the  adad  with  the  idea    ans  aad  w&ammX  Jadtiyawi,  and  s^joyiag 
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diabolical   ntidactioa   in   oootemplating    the  to  call  in  queation  the  a tatem«nt«  bow  givca  n 

8C6II6B  of  miaer/  they  have  created  >>in  shorl,  reference  to  the  primary  idea  of  moralityi  hit 

•very  one  beholding  in  hia  neighbour  the  male*  diflerenca  of  opinion  on  ihu  pomt  will  not  mate- 

rolencw  of  a  fiend   armed  with  inafrumenta  of  rial ly  aflect  the  leading  train  of  aentiment  proe»- 

dettructioni  and  devi«ng  achemea  to  aecure  hia  euted  in  the  further  elucidation  of  thia  aubjecL 
miaery  and  ruin.    Suppoae  Uw  lower  aoioMda, . 

impelled  by  revenge,  to  riae  up  in  indignation  

against  man,  and  to  awell  the  horrors  of  thia  {»• 

nera'i  anarchy---«uppoae  the  superior  orders  of  SECTION  II« 

inteUigenoea  to  mingle  in  this  aoene  of  confiiaion, 


to  exert  their  high  physical  and  intellectual  ov  tbb  nmDAmirTAL  pKiifcipLSfl  or  no* 

powers  in  adding  fiiel  to  theso  maleyolenl  prin-  MALiTr. 
eiplea  and  c^perations,  and  in  attempting  to  drag 

other  inteUigenoea  of  a  still  higher  onler  Srom  The  leading  idea  of  morality  or  holineas,  as 
their  aeats  of  bltsa'— eiippooe  all  these  intelli-  now  statad»  resolves  itself  into  the  two  fiiUowiag 
gences  actuated  by  an  implacable  hatred  of  their  principles — torn  to  God  tAs  Croator,  and  lave  U 
Creator,  combined  todofiice  the  beauties  of  the  ftUow  inteUigencoi,    These  are  the  two  grand 
material  creation,  and  then  to  oigage  in  a  war  springs  on  which  the  whole  moral  machine  ol 
of  universal  extermination  throughout  the  whole  the  universe  depends.    AH  the  diversified  ao> 
intelligent  system  in  every  region  of  the  univerae :  tions  by  which  happiness  is  diffused  among  in- 
such  a  state  of  things,  if  it  could  exist  in  the  teiligent  agentj,  are  only  ao  many  ramificationa 
universe,  would  form  a  perfect  contrast  tomonrf  of  these  two  simple  ud  sublime  principlesi 
oritr;  it  would  present  e  scene  in  which  exia^  which  connect  all  holy  beings  throu^MWt  the 
enoe  oould  not  be  desirable  to  any  intelligent  wide  empire  of  God,  in  one  harmonious  imion. 
mind,  and  in  which  happineaa  eould  not  poe^bly  This  we  are  not  left  to  infer  merely  from  the  na« 
be  enjoyed  by  any  rational  being,  but  by  Him  ture  of  thingai  but  have  the  authority  of  tlie 
who  ia    eternally  happy  independently  of  his  supreme  Legislator,  as  our  warrant  (or  placing 
crealuiea.    Moral  order,  then,  ia  completely  op-  time  principlea  as  the  foundation  of  all  moral 
posed  toauch  a  atate  of  things  as  has  now  been  virtue  among  every  class  of  moral  agents.    For 
represented ;  it  oonsiats  in  every  being  holding  thus  saith  our  Saviour,  "  Taou  sbalt  lotb 
its  proper  ataiion  in  the  universe,  acting  accord-  thx  Lord  tbt  God  witb  all  tbt  bkakt, 
ing  to  the  nature  of  that  statioo,  and  using  its  afd  witb  all  tbt  mjitp,  ahp  witb  aul 
powers  and  Acuities  for  the  purposes  for  which  tbt  sraEMeTB.    ThU  ii  tht  Jrot  tmd  great 
they  were  originally  intended ;  and  the  grand  commmdmenL     The  tteond  ti  tfjks  anfo  it : 
objeet  intewled  lobe  aocomplisbed  by  this  order,  Tbou  sbalt  lovk  tbt  kkmbbouk  as  tbt- 
is,  the  happiness  of  the  whole,— without  which  asLr.     Oa  ^ut  two  frmeiplu  hang  all  (As  Una 
■usery  would  reign  unceatroUed  throughout  all  and  the  propheU," 
the  ninks  of  intelligent  existence.  These  principlee,  now  that  they  are  ooraaui- 

This  slate  of  the  moral  world  is  moat  £>••  nicated,  and  sanctioned  by  divine  authority,  ap- 
quently  designated  in  scripture  by  the  term  Aofi-  pear  quite  accordant  to  the  dictates  of  enlighten- 
Nsai;  Of  the  ideas  induded  under  this  term,  ed  leaaon,  and  calculated  to  promote  the  happi- 
and  several  of  its  kindred  epitheU,  very  vague  Besa  of  the  intelligent  creation  ;  yet  we  never 
and  imperfect  conoeptioos  are  fi-equeatly  enter-  find  that  the  UMMal  systems  of  pagan  phijoei^era, 
tained.  Its  leading  or  generic  idea,  from  what  in  any  country,  were  built  on  this  foundation,  or 
has  been  now  stated,  will  evidently  appear  to  boi  that  they  assumed  them  as  indispensable  axioms 
•  esn/fanntfylo  ordv,  founded  on  the  relations  of  to  gukle  them  in  their  speculations  on  the  sub- 
intelligent  beings  to  each  other;  or,  in  other  ject  of  ethics* 

words,  it  consists  in  a  oomplete  conibrmity  to  In  elucidating  this  topic,  I  shall  endeavour  to 
the  btw  of  God,  (whieh  is  (bunded  on  those  r^  show  the  reasonahlenesa  and  the  utility  of  theae 
lations)  includina  both  the  aetion  and  the  pt».  principlea  of  moral  action,  from  a  consideration 
VpU  from  which  it  flows.  In  reference  to  ere*  of  the  nature  of  God,  and  the  relations  in  which 
atcd  beings,  holineaa  may,  therefore,  be  defined  intelligent  beings  stand  to  him  as  the  source  of 
to  be  a  sM/wmaCy  ia  At  atanl  ardtr^tho  «iu-  their  exislsoee  and  felieity — from  the  nature  of 
«ir«s,-<-and,  m  relation  to  the  Creator,  it  is  Ihat  subordinate  intelligences,  and  the  relations  in 
porfitetian  ojflut  naiuro,  wMek  leads  Atm  Is  pv»  wiiich  lh«y  stand  to  one  another — from  the  mi- 
mote  Ae  marai  order  and  happineeeaf  imleltigmi  wary  which  must  inevitably  follow,  where  such 
behtgOy  and  to  oowUeraeteoery  thing  wkkheiande  principles  are  violated  or  reversed— from  the 
m  eppesilion  is  tkie  objad.  happineaa  that  would  necessarily  flow  fi-om  their 

That  the  leading  ideaa  and  definitiona  now  full  operation — and,  lastly,  that  tbev  apply  to  the 

slated  are  oorract,  will,  peihapa,  more  dietinctly  eiroumstaneee  of  all  created  intelligeoces  wberw 

appear  in  the  course  of  the  following  discuasions  ever  exiating,  throughout  the  bocmdiess  ui^verse 

tad  UhMtratioiis;  botsbould  anyoae  beditfjpoaad  —I  have  void  the  plural  tarm  jwinc^plss,  te  oxp 
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pniM  the  foimdatioo  of  moral  actioo,  became  intellectual  powers,  when  these  powers  are  niil- 

our  Savioor  has  arranged  them  under  two  die-  fbrnily  ezertiad  in  the  counteraction  of  vice  and 

linet  heads,  in  the  passage  just  now  quoted  ;  misery,  and  in  the  promotion  of  happiness.    On 

but  strjctlj^teaking,  there  is  but  one  principle,  this  grodnd,  the  Omnpoeence  of  God  is  calcn!»> 

namely,  JLom,  which  divides  itself  as  it  were,  ted  to  affect  the  mind  with  that  particular  modi- 

bto  two  great  streams,  one  directbg  its  course  fieation  of  love,  which  is  designated  by  the  term 

towards  the  supreme  Source  of  all  felicity,  and  Reveremoe,    Were  it  possible  that  any  human 

the  other  tcwardsau  the  subordinate  intelligenojN  being  could  construct  a  machine,  by  means  of 

He  has  created.  which,  in  combination  with  hU  own  physiod 

IMMmMs-Lotb  to  God.  P**'^®";  *>«  «^  transport  himself  and  his  trea- 

^  Buree  from  one  region  of  the  globe  to  another. 

Love,  considerad  in  reference  to  the  Supreme  at  the  rate  of  flOO  miles  ih  an  hour,  and  were  he, 

Being,  may  be  viewed  as  dividing  itself  into  a  at  the  same  time,  to  devote  bis  treasurea,  and  his 

variety  of  streams  or  kindred  emotions,  all  flow-  moral  and  intellectual  energies  to  the  improve* 

ing  from  one  source.    The  moat  prominent  of  ment  and  metieration  of  the  various  tribes  of 

th^  emotions  are  the  iol|pwtng — Admiralian,  mankind  in  every  clime  through  which  he  pasa- 

which  consists  in  a  delightful  emotion,  arising  ed,  such  an  object  could  not  feil  of  exciting  in 

from  a  contemplation  of  the  wonderful  works  of  our  minds  a  sentiment  of  admiration  and  rere- 

God,  and  of  the  wisdom  and  goodness  which  they  rence.    Were  one  of  the  highest  orders  of  ere- 

imfoid— JRnwrcfieff,  which  is  nearly  allied  to  at^  ated  intelligences  to  descend  from  his  celestial 

miratioQ,  is  a  solemn  emotion,  mingled  with  awe  mansion,  and  to  display  himself  to  our  view  in 

and  delight,  excited  in  the  mind,  when  it  contein-  all  the  bright  radiance  of  his  native  heaven^ 

plates  the  perfections,  and  the  grand  operations  were  he  to  take  his  station  over  the  regions  of 

of  the  Eternal  Mind-^GFraft'fuds,  whidi  consists  Thibet  or  Hindostan,  and,  after  having  excited 

in  affection  to  the  Supreme  Being,  on  account  the  attentkwof  a  wondering  populace,  wore  he  to 

of  the  various  benefits  he  has  conferred  upon  us  detach  the  huge  masses  of  the  Himalaya  moun- 

— HwmiUtyi  which  consists  in  a  just  sense  of  our  tains  from  their  foundations,  and  toss  them  into 

owncbaracter  and  condition,  especially  when  we  the  depths  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  and,  in  the 

compare  ourselves  with  the  purity  and  perfection  course  of  a  few  hours,  tranaferm  the  barren 

of  the  divine  character.     To  these  emotions  wastes  of  that  dreary  region  into  a  scene  of 

may  be  added  Complaetfteg  and  delight  in  the  beamy  and   luxuriant  vegetation,   and   cause 

character  and  operations  of  God — Adoraticn  splendid  cities  to  arise,  where  fermerly  nothing 

of  his  excellencies,  wad  an  unlimited  Dependenes  was  prssented  to  the  view  but  a  Ueah  and  fright- 

upon  him  in  reference  to  our  present  concerns,  ful  wilderaesa— at  such  a  display  of  physical 

and  to  our  future  destination.     I  hare  stated  power,  combined  with  benevolent  design,  we 

these  different  modifications  of  the  first  princi-  could  not  withhoM  a  feeling  of  awe,  and  a  aenti- 

ple  of  morality,  because,  in  the  following  Ulu»-  ment  of  reverence,  almost  approaching  to  reli- 

trations,  they  may  all  occasionally  be  taken  into  gious  adoration. 

account,  when  an  allusion  is  made  to  the  affe^  If,  then,  tiie  ocotemplatioD  of  physical  and 
tions,  which  the  character  and  operations  of  the  mental  energies,  with  which  even  created  beings 
divine  Being  have  a  tendency  to  excite.  may  possibly  be  invested,  would  excite  our  ad- 
Love  is  that  noble  affection  which  is  excited  by  miration  and  reverence,  what  powerfiil  emotions 
amiable  objects ;  and  tberefi^e,  in  order  to  its  of  this  description  must  the  energies  of  the  T7d» 
being  rational,  permanent,  and  delightful,  it  created  Mind  be  calcuhted  to  produce,  when 
must  be  (bunded  on  the  perception  dT  certain  they  are  contemplated  by  the  eye  of  enlightened 
amiable  qtialitiea  or  attributes  connected  with  its  reason,  and  in  the  li^t  of  divine  revelation! 
object.  In  order  t^t  il^nionetrate  the  reasonable-  When  this  huge  globe  on  whidi  we  dwell  existed 
ness  of  this  affect iun  ui  reference  to  God,  it  is  in  the  state  of  a  sfaapdess  and  unfermed  mass; 
only  requisite  to  consider  his  character  and  pei^  when  land,  and  water,  and  air,  were  blended  in 
fectioos,  and  the  relation  iu  which  he  »lauds  to  wild  confusion,  and  chaos  and  darkness  extended 
us  as  the  Author  of  our  «ristence  and  enjoy-  their  dominion  over  all  its  gloomy  regions,  at 
ments.  But,  as  a  comprehensive  riew  of  this  Hi*  command  "  li^t  sprung  oat  of  darkness, 
subject  would  require  vokimes  fer  its  illustration,  and  order  out  of  oonfuston ;"  the  mountains 
I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  illustration  of  only  reared  their  projecting  summits,  the  valleys  were 
two  or  three  lineaments  of  the  divine  charaeter.  depressed,  the  caverns  of  the  ocean  were  hol- 

^____^  lowed  out,  and  the  waters  rstired  to  the  placet 

which  He  had  appointed  for  them.    The  fieMa 

SECTION  ni.  were  clothed  with  hixuriant  verdure ;  Eden  ap- 

_  .    .  peared  in  all  its  beaut>  .  the  inferior  trttes  of 

OV  TfW  omiiroTBirca  or  oon.  animated  existence  took  pooNeasion  of  the  air, 

We  naturally  Tenerate  and  admire  a  diameter  the  waters,  and  the  earth,  and  man  was  fof  med 

fai  which  physical  energy  is  combined  with  high  in  the  image  of  his  Maker,  tooooiplete  tnls 
22 
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mmruM  scene.    At  this  period,  too,  the  earth  and  intellectual  energiea,  which  wen 

received  such  a  powerful  inipube  from  the  hand  solely  for  the  purpose  of  destruction,  eould-  {»• 

of  its  Creator,  as  has  carried  it  aUm|{  through  the  spire  no  feelings  iMit  those  of  dread  and  alarm  f 

voids  of  space,  with  all  ils  furniture  and  inha^  and  were  it  poaiible  to  conceive  an  onni^peCsitf 

bitants,  in  the  most  rapid  career,  for  six  thousand  heing  divested  of  the  attribute  of  benevoleiicv, 

years;  having  already  moved  through  a  space  or  possessed  of  a  capricious  character,  he  would 

01'  S,480,000,000,000*mile8,  and  will  still  conti-  fbrm  the  most  terrihU  object  which  the  human 

uue  kts  unremitting  course  for  (housands  of  years  mind  could  contemplate.    But  the  attribute  of 

to  come,  till  the  "  mystery  of  Providence  be  infinite  power,  when  conjoined  with  infinite  wi»- 

finished.*'  dom  and  goodnese,  conveys  an  idea  the  most  ^»- 

Would  we  be  struck  with  admintion  and  as-  rious  and  transporting.  Every  display  of  divine 
tonishment,  at  beholding  a  superior  created  in-  power  to  which  I  bive  now  alluded,  has  the 
telligeace  tossing  a  mountain  into  the  sea?  communication  of  happiness  for  its  object.  The 
What  strong  emotions  of  reverence  and  awe,  motion  of  the  earth  around  its  axis  every  twenty- 
then,  ought  to  pervade  our  minds,  when  we  be-  four  hours,  is  intended  to  distribute  light  and 
hold  the  Almighty  every  moment  producing  darkness,  in  regular  "proportions,  to  all  the  inh»- 
efiTecUi  bfinitely  more  powerful  and  astonishing!  bitants  of  the  earth,  and  to  correspond  to  the 
What  would  b<!  our  astonishment,  were  we  to  labour  and  rest  appointed  for  man.  tt  produeet 
behold,  from  a  distance,  a  globe  as  large  as  the  a  variety  which  is  highly  gratifying  to  the  ra- 
earth  tossed  firom  the  hand  of  Omnipotence,  and  tional  mind ;  for,  while  our  feilow-men  on  tha 
flying  at  the  rate  of  a  thousand  miles  every  opposite  side  of  the  globe  are  enjoying  the 
minute !  Tet  this  is  nothing  more  than  what  is  splendouis  of  the  nooi^y  sun,  the  shatfos  of 
every  day  produced  by  the  unceasing  energies  night,  which  at  that  time  eavdope  our  hemi 
of  that  Power  which  first  called  us  into  exist-  aphere,  are  the  means  of  disclosing  to  oar  view 
ence.  That  impulse  whidi  was  firat  given  to  the  magnificent  glories  of  the  starry  frame, 
the  earth  at  its  creation  is  still  continued,  by  Were  this  motion  to  cease,  this  work!  and  all 
which  it  is  carried  round  every  day  fh>m  west  to  in  inhabitants  would  be  thrown  into  a  eute  of 
east,  along  with  its  vast  population,  and  at  the  confiision  and  misery.  While  the  inhabitants 
same  time  impelled  forwwd  throush  the  regions  of  one  hemisphere  enjoyed  the  splendours  of 
of  space  at  the  rate  of  sixty-eight  thousand  miles  perpetual  day,  the  glories  of  the  nocturnal  hea- 
inan  hour.  Nor  is  this  among  the  most  wonder-  vens  would  be  for  ever  veiled  from  their  view, 
ful  effects  of  divine  power:  it  is  only  one  compar  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  hemispheps 
rativelysmall  specimen  of  that  omnipotent  energy  would  be  enveloped  in  the  shades  of  eternal 
which  resides  in  the  Eternal  Mind.  When  we  night.  While  the  one  dass  was  sufiertng  under 
lift  our  eyes  towards  the  sky,  we  behoM  bodies  a  the  scorching  efiTccts  of  excessive  beat,  the  ether 
thousand  times  \*nnr  than  this  world  of  ours,  would  be  fiocen  to  death  amidst  the  rigours  of 
impelled  with  similar  velocities  through  the  inaufrerablecok^— 'vegetable  nature,  in  both  cases, 
mighty  expanse  of  the  universe.  We  behold  the  wouki  languish,  and  the  animal  tribes  wouki  be 
planetary  gk)bes  wheeling  their  rapui  courses  gradually  extinguished, 
around  the  sun,  with  unremitting  velocity—the  The  same  benevolent  intention  mav  be  per- 
comets  returning  from  their  long  excursions  in  ceived  in  that  exertion  of  power  by  whkh  the 
the  distant  regions  of  space,  and  flying  towards  earth  is  carried  forward  in  its  annual  course 
the  centre  of  our  system  with  a  velocity  of  hun-  around  the  sub.  From  this  motion  we  derive  all 
dredaofthousandsofmilesanhour— thesunhim-  the  pleasures  we  eitjoy  from  the  vicissitude  of 
self  impelled  toward  some  distant  region  oTspace,  the  seasons ;  without  which  the  variety  of  nature 
and  carrying  along  with  him  all  his  attendant  that  appears  in  the  beauties  of  spring,  the  luxnri- 
planets— and,  in  a  word,  we  have  the  strongest  ance  of  summer,  the  fruits  of  autumn,  and  the 
reason  to  conclude,  that  all  the  vast  systems  of  repose  of  winter,  would  be  completely  destroyed, 
the  universe,  #.?hich  are  more  numerous  than  And,  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  all  this  variety 
language  can  express,  are  in  rapid  and  incessant  la  enjoyed  every  moment  by  some  one  tribe  or 
motMU  around  the  throne  of  the  Eternal,  carry-  other  of  the  human  family ;  for  while  it  is  sum- 
ing  forward  t^>«  grand  designs  of  infinite  wisdom  mar  in  one  region,  it  is  winter  in  another ;  and 
which  they  ara  d^tined  to  aooompltsh.*  while  one  dass  of  our  feDow^nen  is  contemplat- 

It  muse,  however,  be  admitted,  that  the  •v^.ajii.  {i^^  the  opening  beauties  of  spring,  another  is 
festation  of  power,  or  great  physics'  ^ergy,  gathering  in  the  fruits  of  harvest.  The  same 
abstractly  considered,  is  not  of  i^  ..  calculated  benevolent  designs,  we  have  every  reason  to  be- 
to  produce  that  emotion  o^  .everence  which  lie ve,  are  displayed  in  those  more  magnificent  ex- 
flows  from  love,  unless  ue  being  in  whom  it  ertions  of  divine  power  which  appear  among  all 
resides  ex<irts  it  for  ^Ux,  purposes  of  benevolence,  the  rdling  worlds  on  high ;  fbr,  hi  so  far  as  our 
A  superior  being,  enuowed  with  great  physical  observations  extend,  aU  the  arrangements  of  the 

•  »N»  a  mom  eomptebenslve  niustntion  of  this  P^'"^  i]^  T^"^^!^  "^.^"T^V^^ 

ffli^-t In  ** The christUn PhUosopher,** pp. •— is.  happmess  of  -aenUent  and  mteDsctual  being*. 
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WbSlff  iherafara,  w»  oontoopltte  the  opera-  have  mppof «d,  the  conseiioii  between  the  t|eKt 

Uom  ef  diTiiM  power,  either  in  the  earth  or  io  aiid  the  efiecta  produced)  would  forcibly  etrik* 

the  he«?eiW|  we  peroeive  eterj  thiof  which  if  the  senaee  end  the  imagination.    But  he  who  aha 

calculated  to  inapire  us  with  Joto,  admirationi  on  the  throne  of  the  universe,  and  conducts  all 

and  reTerence.    When  we  lie  down  on  our  piU  its  movements,  is  a  being  "  who  dwells  in  ligptt 

lows  in  the  evening,  how  pleasinf  it  is  to  reflect,  unapproachable,  whom  no  man  hath  seen,  or  eMi 

chat  the  power  of  our  Almighty  Father  will  be  see/'    He  can  be  contemplated  only  through  the 

exerted  in  parrying  us  round  in  safety  several  scnM62emanifestatums  he  gives  of  his  perfections; 

ifaousands  of  miies,  during  our  repose  in  sleep,  and,  were  the  train  of  our  tlioiights  properly  di- 

in  order  that  our  eyes  may  be  again  cheered  with  rected,  we  would  perceive  him  operating  in  every 

the  mommg  light?  When,  amid  the  gloom  and  object  and  in  every  movement.    We  would  hear 

itorms  of  winter,  we  look  forward  to  the  reviving  his  voice  in  the  wind  and  the  thunder,  in  the 

scenes  of  spring,  we  know  that  we  must  be  car-  earthquake,  the  storm,  and  the  tempeot;  we 

ried  forward  more  than  a  hundred  millions  of  would  see  him  in  the  beauties  and  sublimities  of 

miles,  before  we  can  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  that  sublunary  nature,  in  the  splendours  of  the  sun, 

delightful  season ;  and  when  epring  arrives,  we  and  the  glories  of  the  nocturnal  sky ;  and,  in 

must  be  carried  through  the  voids  of  space  a  whatever  situation  we  might  be  placed,  we  wooU 

kuodred  millions  of  miles  farther,  before  we  can  foel  ouraelves  surrounded  with  the  omnipotent 

reap  the  fruits  of  summer  and  harvest.    How  do-  energiea  of  an  ever-preaent  Deity, 

lighiful,  then,  ia  the  thought,  that  the  omnipotent  The  contemplation  of  Ood  aa  an  omnipotent 

energy  of  our  heavenly  Father  is  incessantly  being,  is  calculated  to  inspire  the  mind  widi  love 

exerted  ia  producing  sudi  a  wonderfol  eflTect,  ud  conSdence  in  the  prospect  of  futurity.    The 

accompanied  by  such  a  variety  of  beneficent  promises  addressed  to  us  by  a  wise  and  benevi^ 

changes,  all  contributinc  to  our  enjoyment  !*  icnt  being  can  excite  in  us  trust  and  dependence, 

What  is  the  reason,  then,  why  we  feel  so  little  only  in  so  for  as  we  are  convinced  of  his  ability 
admiration  and  reverence  at  the  beneficent  ope-  to  secure  their  fulfilment.     If  almighty  power 
rations  of  divine  power?    Ifwe  should  be  struck  were  not  an  attribute  of  the  Eternal  Mind,  or 
with  veneration  and  wonder  at  behoMing  a  sn-  were  we  unable  to  trace  its  operations  in  visible 
perior  created  intelligenoe  tossing  a  range  of  existing  foots,  then  all  the  promisee  and  delinea- 
mountains  into  the  sea,  why  do  we  behoU,  whh  tions  ^  revelation,  in  reference  to  unseen  and 
ao  much  apathy,  effects  ten  thousand  times  more  eternal  objects,  might  prove  to  be  nothing  more 
energetic  and  astonishing  7    One  general  reason,  than  imaginary  scenes,  that  could  never  be  real- 
among  others,  tmdoubtedly  is,  that  tlie  moral  ixed.    But  the  good  man,  who  perceives  omnipo- 
eonstitntion  of  man  has  suffsred  a  melancholy  tent  energy  in  incessant  operation  throughout  ail 
derangement ;  inconaeqaeDoe  of  which,  the  train  the  scenee  of  the  universe  whidi  sufround  him, 
of  his  thoughts  and  affections  has  been  turned  fo«ls  the  most  perfoct  security  in  looking  forward 
oat  of  its  original  ehannsl.    The  Scriptures  are  to  the  scene  of  his  fiiture  destination,  and  to 
clear  and  ex^cit  on  this  point;  they  declare,  in  those  changes  and  revolutions  whidi  shall  suo- 
the  most  positive  terms,  that  <'  the  carnal  mind  ceod  the  period  of  his  present  existence.    He 
is  enmity  agmnm  €hd,*^  and  (hat,  in  consequence  knows  that,  in  a  fow  years  at  most,  that  immor- 
of  this  depraved  principle,  the  wicked  "  walk  in  tal  principle  which  now  animates  his  frame,  will 
the  vanity  of  their  mbds,  being  alienated  from  take  its  flight  from  its  earthly  mansion  to  a  world 
the  life  of  GKid.    Thoy  say  to  the  Almighty,  De-  unknown.    To  what  regions  it  will  direct  its 
part  from  us,  for  we  desire  not  the  knowledge  of  course  ;  what  scenes  and  prospects  will  be  un- 
thy  ways.    God  is  not  in  all  their  thoughts,  and  folded  to  its  view ;  what  inieroourse  it  may  have 
through  pride  of  their  countenances  they  will  not  with  the  spirits  of  departed  mflp,  or  with  other 
call  upon  God.'*— Another  reason  is,  that  the  intelligences;  in  whatsUte  it  shall  pass  its  ex- 
almighty  Agent  who  produces  so  stupendous  eP>  istenoe  till  the  oonsummation  of  the  present  plan 
fects  remains  invisible  to  mortal  eyes.    Were  a  of  Providence    whether  it  shall  remain  aa  a 
celestial  intelligence  to  appear  in  a  aplendid  and  naked  apirit  entirely  diaconneeted  with  the  viti- 
definite  form,  and  to  produee  such  efieels  as  I  ble  universe,  or  be  clothed  with  some  etherial 

vehicle,  to  enable  it  to  bokl  a  correspondence 

•In  this,  and  otbsr  places  of  thta  work,  the  tnith  ^»*^  ^^^  '•JJo""  ^  *e  material  creation— he 

of  the  annual  and  dluratl  motions  of  Che  earth  la  ia  at  present  unable  to  determine.    He  knows 

Ukea  for  granted,  because  I  conceive  It  Is  susceptl'  that  hia  hodv  too.  shaU  diMfmnr  Irnm  t)i<%  li vin* 

Me  of  the  clearest  demonstrationMSee  -Chris-  "«  J"  «»«/•»<>•»  »n"a«PP«"yo«w^^ 

tun    Philosopher,**    pp.  «,  ss,  147,  I49ii      But,  world,  and  be  reduced  to  corruption  and  ashes, 

shoald  the  truth  of  this  position  be  called  in  qoes*  In  what  manner  the  essential  particles  of  this 

tlon  or  denlsd.  It  will  not  materially  aifect  the  pro-  k-j*  ahAn  hm  nrrannrftl  <ti^fiw»t  frnm  tkn^  «r  .ii 

priety  of  such  mom!  reflections  as  are  here  stated ;  *T^  f™*'  **  preserved  diitinct  from  tJioee  of  all 

for.  In  this  case,  a  similar,  or  even  a  much  greater  other  human  bodies,  after  they  nave  been  tossed 

display  of  omnipotence  most  be  admitted  in  refer-  about  by  the  winds,  and  blended  with  the  other 

ence  to  the  motkms  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  te  «u„^,;  «f  «.,..^.  k,  „k.,  -.^«-  .w-     iTii 

bringing  aboot  the  succession  of  day  <md  nlghi,  and  «'•"»«>»■  «  n*«ure ;  by  what  means  th*y  shaB 

Cko changes  of  tHe  seasons.  be  reunited  into  a  more  glorious  form;  tod  how 
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tiM  wpamta  ipirit  thaO  be  aoabled  to  recogniie  underitaiHiiiig,  uvl  wkli  aU  oar  ■trcagth.*'    Tho 

ita  renoiratW  aod  kny-lott  pwrtner  at  tb«  rerar-  oontideratiooB  lo  which  I  haTO  now  adroctad, 

faction  of  tha  josi— be  can  form  no  ooneapCioD.  hara  been  too  aeldom  iakeo  into  ?iaw  in  noral 

Ha  knowa,  that  tha  globa  on  which  ha  now  and  religioua  diacuaaiona  on  thia  topic    Tha 

ratidtt  ii  dooiaad  to  ba  diaiolTed  aoiidat  devour-  onuipotenea  of  tha  Daily  is  Baldoni  ojdiibitad  «a 

iag  flaanaa,  when  "  tha  alamanta  ahall  molt  widi  a  ground  aod  an  axdtamant  of  yaoaraiion  and 

lervaot  haal,  and  tha  aarth,  and  tha  worka  that  loya,  aod  yet  it  atanda,  aa  it  ware,  on  tha  fiira* 

ara  therein,  ahall  ba  burnt  op" — that  tha  aahaa  fiont  of  tha  divine  chaiaeter,  giving  beauty  and 


of  all  tha  myriadaoftheracaof  AdamahaUiama  aiBcioncy  to  all  hia  other  poriactiona:  without 

from  the  caverna  of  the  ocaaO)  and  from  the  which  wtadom,  benevolence,  faitUdloeM,mercy» 

chamel  houaaa,  in  every  region  of  the  land— that  and    patience,    wouU   degenerale   into  empty 

they  ahall  ba  moulded  into  new  organical  atro^  namea,  and  form  no  aolid/oundatioa  fiir  the  ei- 

turea,  united  with  their  kindred  apirita,  and  be  erciae  of  confidence  and  hopa.    And*  therefore, 

convened  in  ana  giand  aaaambly  before  God,  the  it  ia  the  duty  of  every  Glviatian  to  endeavoofi 

Judge  of  ail.  Ha  knowa,  that**  new  heavena  and  by  every  proper  means,  to  enlarge  hia  conoep- 

a  new  earth**  will  ba  arranged  for  the  reaidenco  tiooa  of  the  oparatioua  of  omnipotence,  and  ta 

of  the  "  redeemed  from  among  men  ;**  but  in  familiariw  hia  mind  to  contemplations  of  tha 

what  region  of  the  univanMTthia  abode  aaay  be  magnitude,  motiooa,  grandeur,  and  immenaity 


prepared,  what  acanaa  it  will  unfold,  and  by  what  of  God'a  worka,  in  order  that  hia  love  to  God 

meana  tha  innumerable  eoanpaay  of  the  righteous  may  be  elevated  and  expanded,  and  hia  faith 

ahall  be  traaaparled  from  amidat  the  mine  of  thla  and  hope  atrengthened  and  invigorated.  To  thia 

globe  to  that  cdeatml  habitation— 4ia  ia  at  pre-  attribute  of  Jehovah  the  inspired  writeia  uni* 

aent  at  a  loaa  to  form  even  a  oeniecture.    He  formly  direct  our  views,  aa  a  aource  of  joy  and 

knowa,  that  after  theae  aolemn  dumgea  have  confidence.  **  Praiae  ye  the  Lord^ — praiae  him, 

been  effected,  agea  numeroua  aa  the  dropa  of  the  ye  aervanta  of  tha  Lord ;  for  I  know  that  JoImh 

ocean  will  roll  over  him—that  worlda  numeroua  vah  ia  gr§atf  and  that  our  Lord  ia  above  aD 

aa  the  ataraof  heaven  will  atill  run  dtairdeatined  goda.      Whatever  the  Lord  pleased,  tliat  did 

rounds— that  other  systems  may  undergo  impor-  ha,  in  heaven,  and  in  earth,  in  the  aeaa,  and 

tant  chan^^  and  ravolutiona— that  new  systems  all  deep  plaoea.    Great  ia  the  Lord,  and  greatly 

•of  aeation  may  be  graduallv  emerging  into  ex-  to  ba  praised ;  his  greatoeas  is  unsearchable.    I 

istence,  and  that  seanes  of  magnificenoe  and  will  speak  of  the  glorious  honour  of  thy  majesty, 

glory,  different  from  all  that  ever  preceded  them,  and  of  thy  wondnuM  warkg*    I  will  speak  of  the 

may  inoeaaantly  rise  to  view,  throughout  the  might  of  thy  terrible  acta,  and  will  declare  thy 

Upae  of  onceanng  duration.    But,  in  the  proa-  greatneaa ;  to  make  known  to  the  sons  of  men  thy 

pectof  all  theae  solemn  and  important  evonta,  bo  mighty  operations,  and  the  glorious  majeaty  cdT 

bohokls— 'in  that  almi|^ty  energy  whidi  wheels  tbv  kingdom.    Happy  is  ho  yrbo  hath  the  God 

our  globe  around  from  day  to  day,  and  impeb  it  or  Jacob  for  hie  help,  whoae  hope  ia  in  the  Lord 

in  its  annual  courae,  and  which  directa,  at  the  hia  God,  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  aea, 

aame  time,  die  movementa  of  all  the  hoau  of  and  all  that  in  them  ia,  who  keepetb  truth  for 

heaven— the  exertion  of  a  benevolent  power,  aver." 

which  *ia  calculated  to  inspire  him  with  love  and  

oonfidenoe,  and  whidi  is  able  to  secure  hia  hap-  — — 
pinesa  amidst  Ae  revolutions  of  worlds,  and 

amidst  all  the  aoenea  through  which  he  may  SECTION  lY. 
pass  during  an  immortal  existence.    Under  thia 

impreaaion,  he  can  adopt  the  affectionate  and  ov  tbb  wisdom  An)  oooDVBsa  or  •«& 
triumphant  language  of  the  paahniat— "  Whom 

have  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  there  ia  none  Another  feature  in  the  divine  cfaaraeter,  which 

upon  earth  that  I  desire  bMiide  fh^A !    My  heart  ia  calculated  to  excite  our  moot  ardent  affeetioo, 

and  my  ilaah  ahaU  foil,  but  God  is  the  atrengthof  ia,  the  fVudom  and  Geod^iaet  of  God.    Theae 

my  heart,  and  mypcrikmfor  ever."  two  attributea  may  be  conaidered  under  one  head, 

Thus  it  appeara,  that  the  omnipotence  of  God  aince  they  are  alwaya  iosepardrie  in  their  ope- 

is  one  of  those  attributea  of  his  nature  which  is  ration.     Ooodntu  propoaes  the  emi,  aamaly,  the 

particularly  calculated  to  fiQ  the  mind  with  aeiH  happiness  of  the  sensitive  and  intdligent 

liments  of  love  and  eonfidetioe,  admiration  and  tion ;  and  JVudom  selects  the  moat  propen 

reverence.  And,  if  such  emotions  be  at  all  excited  for  its  accomplishment, 

in  the  mind,  they  must  riae  to  the  higfaeat  pitch  Wherever  genius  appeara  combined  with  be> 

o^  elevation  to  which  we  can  carry  them ;  for  nevolent  intentiooa  and  beneficent  opeiatioaa, 

ttiere  ia  no  other  object  or  being  that  poaaeaaea  we  cannot  withhold  a  certam  portion  of  affection 

the  aame  perfoction,  or  can  claim  tha  aame  d^  and  regard. 

grae  of  affection  and  love.    If  we  love  God  at  When  we  behold  a  man  like  Hmoard^  devoi 

all,  it  musrba  "with  all  our  heart,  with  all  our  ting  hia  wealth,  hia  knowledge,  bis  intallaelua 
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iiklftetiT*  powwrt,  to  allemto  the  forrowi,  and  with  fruits  and  verdure  ;  then,  the  hille  rae  ib 

to  prometo  the  happioeae  of  hia  feUow-men—  fentle  siopeai  and  the  Bountaina  rear  their  aoowy 

when  we  behold  hioi  in  retirement  at  hia  native  tops  to  the  elooda,  distilling  iron  their  aides  die 

mansion,  a  untTersal  bleasing  to  hia  neighbonrs  brooks  and  rivers,  which  enliven  and  fertilise 

around  him,  fbmishing  employment  for  the  poor,  the  plains  through  which  they  flow.    Here,  the 

erecting  schools  for  the  instruction  of  their  chil-  lake  stretches  into  a  smooth  eipanse  in  the  bo- 

dren,  fetching  over  the  mor^  of  his  neighbour-  som  of  the  mountaina ;  there,  the  rivers  mea»- 

hood,  visiting  the  abodes  of  affliction,  acting  the  der  through  the  fbreau  and  the  flowery  fields, 

part  uf  a  physician  to  their  bodies,  imparting  diversifying  the  rural  aoene,  and  dialributing 

spiritual  inatruction  to  tlieir  souls,  promoting  ihe  health  and  fertility  in  their  train.    Here,  we  be- 

knowledge  and  practice  of  religion,  and  extend"  hold  the  rugged  cliffs  and  ^  statdy  port  of  the 

ing  bis  ^evolent  regards  to  persons  of  all  re-  foreat ;  there,  we  are  charmed  with  the  verdtire 

ligioua  persuasions^-when  we  behold  him  leaving  of  the  meadow,  the  enamel  of  flowers,  the  axure 

his  native  country  and  the  firieods  of  bis  youth,  of  the  sky,  and  the  gay  colouring  of  the  mom- 

on  a  tour  of  benevolence  over  all  Europe  and  ing  and  evening  cloiida.    In  order  that  this  scene 

the  Bast ;  haxarding  his  health  and  his  life  in  of  beauty  and  magnificence  might  be  rendered 

the  service  of  humanity,  diving  into  the  depths  visible,  Ue  formed  the  element  of  li^t,  without 

of  dungeons,  plunging  into  the  infected  atmoe-  which  the  expanse  of  the  universe  would  be  a 

pheree  of  hospitaU  uid  jails,  visiting  the  lonely  boundless  deeert,  and  its  beanties  forever  veiled 

and   squalid  prisoner,  entering  the  wretched  from  our  sight.    It  opens  to  our  view  the  nMN»- 

hoveb  of  sorrow  and  affliction,  administering  taina,  the  biUs,  the  valee,  the  woods,  the  lawns, 

consolation  and  relief,  and  surveying  the  di-  the  flocks  and  herds,  the  wonders  of  the  mighty 

mensions  of  misery  and  distress  among  men  of  deep,  and  the  radiant  orba  of  heaven.    It  pninta 

all  nations,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  schemes  a  thousand  different  hues  on  the  objects  around 

(or  the  relief  of  the  distresses  of  suffering  hu*  us,  and  promotes  a  cheerful  and  extonsive  inter- 

manity,  and  for  promoting  the  comforts  of  man*  eourse  among  all  the  inhabitanta  of  the  globe: 

kiod^when  such  a  eharactor  appears«on  the  Again,  in  order  to  gratify  die  sense  of  Asor^, 

stage  of  life,  there  is  no  class  of  the  human  race,  He  formed  the  atmosphere,  and  endowed  it  widi 

whose  powers  are  not  eoropletoly  vitiated,  but  an  undulating  qualitv,  that  it  might  wafl  to  our 

must  feel  towards  it  strong  emotions  of  esteem  ears  die  pleasures  of  sound,  and  all  the  charma 

and  affectionate  regard.  «f  music.    The  murmuring  of  die  brooks,  the 

But  what  are  all  the  wise  and  beneficent  do-  whispers  of  the  gentle  breeae,  the  soothing  sound 

signs  of  a  fellow-mortal,  when  compared  with  of  the  rivulet,  the  noise  of  the  wmtor&ll,  the  hum 

the  numerous  and  dtvenified  atreams  of  benevo-  of  bees,  the  boxx  of  insects,  the  chirping  of  birds, 

lence  which  are  incessantiv  flowing  from  the  un-  the  soft  notes  of  the  nightingale,  and  the  melody 

created  source  of  felicity  f    They  are  but  as  a  of  thousands  of  tlie  iMthered  songsters,  which 

drop  to  the  ocean,  or  as  an  atom  when  compared  fill  the  groves  with  their  warblmgs,  produce  a 

with  the  immensity  of  the  imiverse.    On  him  pleasant  variety  of  deUghtfn!  emotions  9*-iheni>- 

all  heiags  depend,   fnim  the  archangel  to  the  merous  modulations  of  die  human  voice,  the  ai^ 

worm ;  irom  Him  they  derive  their  comforts ;  to  ticobLto  sounds  peculiar  to  the  human  ■pades, 

Him  they  are  indebted  for  all  their  powers  and  by  which  the  interchanges  of  thought  and  affec- 

fecultiee ;  and  on  him  their  sternal  felicity  d»*  tion  are  promoted,  the  soft  notes  of  die  piano 

ponds.    Were  we  to  proseento  this  subject  to  forte,  the  solenm  sounds  of  die  organ— «nd  even 

any  extent,  it  would  lead  us  into  a  field  on  whidi  the  roaring  of  the  stormy  ocean,  the  dashings  of 

volumes  might  be  written,  and  yet  the  greater  the  mighty  oataract,  and  the  r<rfliiig  thumisri 

part  of  the  displays  of  divine  beneficence  would  which  elevate  the  soul  to  sentiments  ^sublimity 

remain  unrecorded.    I  shall  therefore  confine  and  awe — are  all  productive  of  a  mincled  variety 

myself  to  the  selection  of  only  a  few  inslancea  of  pleasures ;  and  demonstrate  ^t  me  distribo- 

of  die  wisdom  and  goodnen  of  God.  tion  of  happiness  is  one  grsnd  end  of  ths  open^ 

Wherever  we  turn  our  eyes  in  the  world  tions  of  our  bountiful  Creator, 

around  us,  we  behold  innumerable  instaacee  of  To  gratify  the  sense  of  tmriSngf  he  has  per- 

our  Creator*s  beneffeenoe.    In  order  that  the  iy«  fhmed  the  air  with  a  variety  of  delidoos  odours, 

and  the  magintiiou  may  be  gratified  andchamn  which  are  incessandy  exhaled  fitm  a  thousand 

ed,  he  has  spread  over  the  surfeoe  of  our  ter-  phuits  and  flowers.    GounUees  millions  of  these 

restrial  habitation  an  assemUage  of  the  richest  odoriferous  partkles,  which  elude  the  penetrating 

colours,  which  beautify  and  adrnn  the  landscape  power  of  the  finest  microscope  to  discover,  are 

of  the  earth,  and  preeent  to  our  view  a  pictu-  eontinually  wafted  about  by  the  av,  and  floating 

resque  and  diversified  scenery,  which  is  highly  nroond  us,  impervious  to  die  sight,  the  hearings 

gratifying  to  the  principle  of  novelty  implanted  nnd  the  touch,  but  calculated  to  convey  pleaswn 

in  die  human  mind.    On  all  sides  we  behold  to  the  soul,  through  the  medium  of  the  olfactory 

a  rich  variety  of  beauty  and  magnificence.  Here,  nerves,  and  to  enable  us  to  '*  banqoat  on  the  la* 

mnad  (he  wkie  plains  and  fertile  fieldi^adonisd  visible  dainties  of  naturs.* 
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To  gratify  the  mom  clfeding,  he  has  cod-  baman  art,  we  can  preienre  aod  enjoj  thefreftter 
aected  pleaaure  with  the  ooDtactafaimoet  every  part  during  winter  and  spring.  The  soil  whioh 
thing  we  have  occasion  to  touch,  and  has  ren-  produces  these  dainties  has  never  yet  lost  its  Or- 
dered it  suhsenrient  for  warning  us  of  whatever  tility,  though  it  has  brought  forth  the  harvests  of 
may  be  disagreeable  or  dangerous.  Had  a  male-  six  thousand  years,  but  still  repays  our  labour 
volent  being  constructed  the  body  of  man,  and  with  its  annual  treasures  ;•— and,  were  selfish 
fbrnied  the  arrangements  of  external  nature,  he  man  animated  with  the  same  liberal  and  generous 
might  have  rendered  the  contact  of  every  object  yiews  as  his  munificent  Creator,  every  individual 
of  touch  as  acutely  painful  as  whan  we  cla^  a  of  the  human  family  would  be  plentifully  supplied 
prickly  shrub,  or  thrust  our  fingers  against  the  with  a  share  of  these  rich  and  delicious  bountiM 
point  of  a  needle.  of  nature. 

To  gratify  the  mum  of  tade,  and  to  noivish  In  fine,  the  happiness  of  man  appears  to  be 
our  bodies,  he  has  furnished  us  with  a  rich  va-  the  object  of  the  divine  care,  every  returning 
rlety  of  aliments,  distributed  not  with  a  niggardly  season ,  every  moment,  by  day  and  by  night.  By 
and  a  sparing  hand,  but  with  a  knurianl  pro-  day,  He  cheers  us  with  the  enlivening  beams  of 
ftision,  suited  fo  the  tastes  of  every  Mntient  the  sun,  which  unfolds  to  us  the  beauty  and  the 
•eing,  and  to  the  circumstances  of  the  inhabit-  verdure  of  the  fields ;  and  lest  the  ocmstant 
ants  of  every  dime.  He  has  not  confined  his  efflux  of  his  light  and  heat  shoold  enfeeble  our 
bounty  merely  to  the  relief  of  our  necessities,  by  bodies,  and  wither  the  tender  herbs,  he  com* 
oonfining  us  to  the  um  of  a  lew  tasteless  herbs  mands  the  clouds  to  interpoM  as  so  numy  roaf- 
and  roots,  but  has  covered  the  suriace  of  the  earth  nificent  screens,  to  ward  off  the  intensity  of  the 
with  an  admirable  profusion  of  plants,  berfis,  solar  rays.  When  the  earth  is  drained  of  its 
grams,  and  delicious  fruits  of  a  thousand  differ-  moisture,  and  parched  with  heat,  he  bids  the 
ent  qualitiM  and  tastes,  which  contribute  to  the  clouds  condeuM  their  watery  treasures,  and  fly 
■ensitive  enjoyment  and  comfort  of  man.  In  from  other  regions  on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  to 
almost  every  region  of  the  earth,  com  is  to  be  pour  their  waters  upon  the  fields,  not  in  over- 
fimnd  in  the  valleys  surrounded  by  the  snowy  whelming  and  destructive  torrents,  but  in  sraa£ 
mountains  of  the  North,  as  well  as  in  the  verdant  drops  and  gentle  showers,  to  refivsh  the  thiivt^ 
plains  of  the  horrid  2^ne.  In  warm  regions,  soil,  and  revive  the  vegetable  tribes.  He  ha» 
cool  and  delicious  fhiits  are  provided  for  the  re-  spread  under  our  feet  a  carpet  of  lovely  gresn 
firashment  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  trees  are  richer  than  all  the  productions  of  the  Persiar 
covered  with  luxuriant  foliage  to  ■creen  them  loom,  and  has  thrown  around  our  habitation  ar 
from  the  intensity  of  the  solar  heat  l*  Every  axure  canopy,  which  directs  our  view  to  the  di»> 
season  presents  us  with  a  variety  of  fruits  pecu-  tant  regions  of  infinite  space. — By  mgfa,  he 
liar  to  itself,  disbributed  by  the  munificent  hand  draws  a  veil  of  darkness  over  the  mounuins  aod 
of  the  <<  Qiver  of  all  good."  The  month  of  June  the  plains,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  penetrate 
pTMonts  us  with  cabbages,  cauliflowers,  and  to  the  regions  of  distant  worlds,  and  behold  the 
cherries;  July,  with  gcxMoberries,  rMpberries,  mooo.widking  in  brightness,  the  aspects  of  tbo 
peaches,  and  apricots ;  August  and  September  planetary  globes,  the  long  trains  of  comets,  and 
scatter  before  us,  in  luxuriant  abundance,  plums,  the  innumerable  host  of  stars.  At  this  seasotti 
figs,  spples,  pears,  turnips,  carrots,  cresses,  po-  too,  all  nature  is  stiU,  that  we  may  enjoy  ip  quiet 
tatoes,  and,  above  all,  wheat,  oats,  rye,  and  bu^  the  refreshments  of  sleep,  to  invigorate  our  men- 
ley,  which  constitute  the  "  sUfF  of  bread**  for  the  tal  and  corporeal  powers.  "  As  a  mother  stills 
support  of  man  and  beast ;  and  although  we  are  every  little  noiM,  that  her  infant  be  not  di»- 
indebted  chiefly  to  the  summer  and  autumn  for  turbed ;  as  she  draws  the  curtain  around  its 
thoM  rich  prsMOts,  yet,  by  the  SMistance  of  bed,  and  shots  out  the  light  from  its  tender  eyes* 

M  Ood  draws  the  curtains  of  darkness  aromtd 

•  The  mannerinirbieh  the  Cnator  has  contrived  «»»  «>  *>•  «*k«  •n  things  to  be  husbed  and  stiH, 

a  supply  for  the  thirst  of  roan.  In  sultry  placen,  is  that  his  large  fiimily  may  sleep  in  peace.*' — la 

worthy  of  iidmlrmtlon,-Be  has  placed  wnldrt  the  ^  word,  if  we  look  around  us  to  the  forests  which 
humingsandsofAArlca.  a  plant,  whose  leaf,  twisted  A  t        i     i.  j  j 

jounriTlke  a  cruet,  Is  always  fllkt  with  a  large  glass  cofw  the  moumams,  or  if  we  look  down wan)s 

full  of  ftesh  water :  the  gullet  of  this  cruet  Is  shut  to  the  quarries  and  mines  u  the  bowels  of  the 

other  dlstricu  of  the  same  country,  a  great  tree,  constructing  our  habitations,  for  embellishinf 

called  by  the  negroes  600,  the  trunk  of  which,  of  a  the  abodes  of  civilised  life,  and  kr  carrvina 

prodigious  bulk,  is  naturaQy  hollowed  like  a  cistern.  ix_^.-j  ;m«p«.-».««».  ;»  *k.  a^.  m^  m^i^jL^ 

In  the  iminy  season,  itrsoelves  iu  flU  of  water,  which  «*^f™  improvements  m  the  arts  and  sciences, 

continues  frash  and  cool  in  the  greatest  heats,  by  And,  if  we  consider  the  surrounding  atmosphere, 

west  Indies,  there  Is  found  a  tree  called  the  waer  »na  the  element  of  >•,  by  means  of  which  our 

Vanne,  so  fun  of  sap,  that  If  you  cut  a  single  branch  winter  evenings  are  cheered  and  illomina.vid  io 

aadUmiiU.  Sm  Pierre's  *"  BfitiiH  pf  Hatmrtr  benign  ageneiBt  u  flowing  firon  tho  cva  aai 
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teafofenee  of  our  Almigbiy  Parent,  the  pioui  required  to  be  eompreaed  into  the  pize  ofa  ImJI 

Bitad  may  adopt  the  beaatiful  language  of  the  of  only  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  a  socket 

poet,  Aough  in  a  eenw  lomewfaal  difl«rent  from  compoeed  of  a  number  of  small  bones,  to  be  hoi- 

what  he  mtended :  lowed  out  and  exacUy  fitted  for  its  reception.  A 

For  me  kind  Nature  wakes  her  genial  power,  bed  of  looee  (at  for  this  ball  to  rest  uoon   a  lid 

Suckles  each  herb,  and  spreads  out  every  flower  t  nr  Mirtain  t«  «M*nr«  it  A^m  «i..»^  -       ■  T     * 

▲aoual  for  me,  th^  gnpl  the  ivse  renew  ^  *^f*'"  ^  "^'*?  '^  *«*"  Mnger,  a  variety  of 

The  Juice  nectareoua,  and  the  halcTij  dew  i  muscles  to  enable  it  to  move  upwards  and  down- 

For  roe  the  mine  a  ihouaand  treasures  brings i  wards,  to  the  right  and  to  the  Itsft,  and  a  nume- 

For  me  health  gashes  from  a  thousand  springs  i  ^^  -I— «ku «-.^-.:-  •     ^-       ''*.    •  uume- 

fi>eas  roll  to  waft  me,  suns  to  Ught  me,  rise  j  "***  assemWage  of  romute  veins,  arteries,  nerves. 

My  footstool  earth,  my  canopy  the  skies."   Pope,  lymphatics,  ghmds,  and  other  delicate  pieces  of 

Viewing  die  various  soeaes  and  Jiarmonies  Aoimal  machinery,  of  which  we  have  no  distinct 

of  nature,  m  relation  to  man,  and  to  the  gmtiA-  conception,  were  still  requisite  to  complete  thia 


—  Not  a  breeae  through,  the  medium  of  which  the  impressions  of 

FUes  o'er  the  msMlow,  not  a  cloud  Imbtbei  visible  objects  are  conveyed  to  the  sooL    Still, 

The  setting  sim's  effulsence ;  not  a  strain  in  addition  to  ail  these  contrivances,  a  wonderful 

Fresh  pleasure  and  delight.  mirable  eflect  noKiuced,  before  a  landscape  can 

The  ipDing  waves,  the  sun's  unwearied  courss^  be  contemplate?  Ten  thousand  millions  of  rays. 

m^lSrSJ^.SISSiV'hSrS^  <«npoa«W  «f  .  tho««»l  diff«.„.  Aad»  ^ 

The  powers  of  man :  we  feel  within  ourselves  Colour,  must  fly  off  in  every  direction  from  the 

What  He  bchoWs  anil  loves,  the  ceneral  orb  and  t)e  compressed  mto  the  space  of  ooe-eighth 

Of  life  and  being :  to  be  great  like  Hln^  of  an  inch,  in  order  to  enter  the  eye,  and  must 

Beneflcent  an4  active."  p^in,  ^^^^  ,j^^  -^  jj,  ^^  ^^^^  g^^  ^^ 

Let  us  now  consider,  for  a  few  momenta,  the  proportion,  oo  a  space  not  exceeding  half  an  inch 

wisdom  which  is  displayed  in  the  harmonious  In  diameter.    Were  any  one  of  the  parU  which 

adjustment  of  the  organs  of  sense  to  the  scenes  compose  this  complicated  machine  either  want- 

of  external  nature.    AU  the  scenes  of  beauty,  ing  or  deranged ;  were  it  changed  mto  a  different 

grandeur,  and  benignity,  which  surround  us,  in  form,  or  placed  in  a  different  position ;  were  even 

the  earth  and  heavens,  would  remain  as  one  a  single  muscle  to  lose  its  capacity  of  acting,  we 

mighty  bhmk,  unproductive  of  enjoyment,  unless  might  be  for  ever  deprived  of  all  the  eochantmg 

our  bodies  were  "fearfully  and  wonderfully**  prospects  of  the  earth  and  heavens,  and  enveloped 

framed,  and  endowed  with  organa  fitted  for  ena^  in  the  darkness  of  eternal  night.    Such  is  the 

6ling  us  10  hold  a  correspondence  with  the  ma^  skill  and  intelligence  requisite  for  acoomplishinf , 

terial  world.    Ten  thousands  of  vessels,  tubes,  even  in  a  single  organ,  tl^  purpooes  of  divine 

bones,  muscles,  ligaments,  membranes,  motions,  benevolence. 

contrivances,  and  adaptations,  beyond  the  reach  Again,  before  we  could  enjoy  the  harmony  of 

of  tlie  human  understanding  fully  to  investigate  sounds,  the  charms  of  music,  and  the  pleasuiw 

or  to  comprehend,  must  be  arranged,  and  act  in  of  conversation,  an  instrument  no  leas  woodeifiil 

harmonious  concert,  before  any  one  sense  be*  than  the  eye  required  to  be  constnicted.    In  iba 

longing  to  man  can  perceive  and  enjoy  its  objects,  cor,  which  is  the  organ  of  hearing,  it  was  raqoi- 

Before  the  ^  can  behold  a  landscape,  and  be  site,  thai  there  shouU  be  an  outward  porch  for 
charmed  with  its  beauties,  it  was  requisite  that  collecting  the  vibrations  of  the  air,  constructed, 
three  humours  should  be  formed,  of  different  not  of  fleshy  substances,  which  might  fall  down 
sizes,  different  densities,  and  different  refractive  upon  the  orilice,  or  absorb  the  sounds,  nor  of 
power»— three  coats,  or  delicate  membranes,  solid  bones,  which  wooM  occasion  pain  and  io- 
wtth  some  parU  opaque,  and  some  trannpareot,  convenience  when  we  repose  ounelvee— but  conk- 
some  black,  and  some  white,  some  of  them  formed  posed  of  a  cartilaginous  substance,  covered  with 
of  radialf  and  some  with  eiradar  fibres,  com-  a  smooth  membrane,  endowed  with  elasticity, 
posed  of  threads  finer  than  those  of  the  spider's  and  bent  into  a  variety  of  circular  foUs,  or  bol- 
web.-  The  ayatttOiiU  humour  required  to  be  k»ws,  for  the  reflection  of  sound.  It  was  farther 
composed  of  two  thousand  very  thin  spherical  requisite,  that  there  shouM  be  a  tube,  or  passage, 
lamina,  or  scales,  lying  one  upon  another,  every  composed  partly  of  cartilage,  and  partly  of  bone, 
one  of  these  scales  ipade  up  of  one  single  fibre,  lined  with  a  skin  or  membrane,  and  moistened 
or  finest  thread,  w<iund  in  a  moot  stupendous  withaglulinousmatter,toformacommunieat!oii 
manner,  this  way,  and  that  way,  so  as  to  run  s»*  with  the  iatenial  machinery  of  this  orgar,  when 
reral  courses,  and  to  meet  in  as  many  centres,  the  principal  wonders  of  hearing  ara  performed. 
This  curioua  and  delicate  piece  of  organization  This  machinery  ooostits,  first,  f'^  ^hftymrnnum. 
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«r  dhon  of  tha  ear,  which  oonnats  of »  dry,  tbisi,  or  lyre,  and  the  motion  being  11111  fiirthar  Mf 
and  round  membrane,  ttretcbed  upon  a  bony  ring,  mcntedln  the  labyrinthf—^e  aool,  in  m  imi^ 
•o  as  actually  to  reiemble  tha  tnetrument  we  call  ner  altogether  incomprehensible  to  us,  reeeires 
4  drum.  Under  thb  roeodirane  is  a  small  nenre,  an  impression  proportioned  to  the  weakness  or 
or  string,  stretched  tight,  for  the  pwpose  of  intensity  of  the  vibration  produced  by  the  sound- 
stretching  or  relaxing  the  drum,  and  increasing  ing  body.  Such  is  the  exquisite  and  complicatsd 
or  dirauiMhing  its  vibrations,  so  as  to  render  it  machinery  which  required  to  be  constructed, 
capable  of  reflecting  every  possible  tone.  Be-  and  preserved  in  action  every  moment,  before 
hind  it  is  a  cavity,  hewn  out  of  the  temporal  bone,  we  could  enjoy  the  benefits  of  sound,  and  cae 
the  hardest  one  in  the  body,  in  which  there  seems  (deasures  of  articulate  conversation, 
to  be  an  edio,  by  which  the  sound  is  r^ected  Again,  belbre  we  could  enjoy  the  ptaasores  of 
with  the  utmost  precision.  This  cavity  contains  fitUngf  an  extensive  system  of  oiganfaBation  ro* 
four  very  small,  but  remarkable  bones,  denomi-  quired  to  be  arranged.  A  system  of  nerveS| 
nated  the  hammer ^  the  onutf,  the  ofbiadar  bom,  originating  in  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow,  and 
and  the  aHm^  all  connected  together,  and  ne-  distributed,  in  nuasberless  minute  ranaifications, 
oessary  for  contributing  to  the  extension  and  vk  through  the  heart,  lunp,  bowels,  bk)od-vessels, 
bration  of  the  tympanum.  In  this  cavity  are  also  hands,  foet,  and  every  other  part  of  the  body, 
formed  variouB  windings  or  cavities  filled  with  was  requisite  to  be  interwoven  tlarough  the 
air ;  and,  in  order  that  the  air  may  be  renewed,  whole  constitution  of  the  animal  frame,  before 
there  is  an  opening  which  communicates  with  this  sense,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  other 
the  back  part  of  the  mouth,  callea  the  Eustachian  sensations,  and  th^  source  of  so  many  pleasuresi 
tube.  could  be  produced.    Wherever  there  are  nerves, 

The  next  apparatus  belongmg  to  this  carious  there  are  also  sensations ;  and  wherever  any 

machiae,  is  the  labyrin^j  which  is  composed  particular  part  of  the  body  requires  to  exert  a 

of  three  parts,  the  veat^iuU  or  porch,  fAres  mmi»  peculiar  feeling,  there  the  nerves  are  arranged 

conot/or  eonois,  and  the  eoehUa.    This  last  is  a  and  distributed  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  produce 

canal,  which  takes  a  ^iral  course,  like  the  riiell  the  intended  effect.    And  how  nicely  is  every 

of  a  snail,  and  is  divided  by  a  very  thin  lamina,  thing  arranged  and  attempered,  in  this  respect, 

or  septum  of  cords,  which  keeps  decreasing  to  contribute  to  our  oontfort !    If  the  points  of 

from  the  base  to  the  top.    The  air  acting  on  the  fingers  require  to  be  endowed  with  a  mora 

either  side  of  these  diminutive  cords,  produces  delicate  sensatiiw  than  several  other  parts,  thfy 

a  motion,  nearly  in  the  same  manner  as  the  are  furnished  with  a  corresponding  nomber  of 

sound  of  one  musical  instrument  excites  a  tre-  nervous  ramifications ;  if  the  heel  require  to  be 

mulous  motion  in  the  cords  of  another.    All  more  callous,  the  nerves  are  more  sparingly  dis- 

these  tubes,  and  winding  canals,  may  be  const-  tribuied.    If  feelings  were  equally  distributed 

derod  as  so  many  sounding  galleries,  for  aug-  over  the  whole  body,  and  as  acutely  sensible  as  m 

menting  the  smallest  treroours,  and  conveying  themembi;pmesof  die  eye,  our  very  clothes  would 

their  impressions  to  the  auditory  nerves,  which  become  galling  and  insupportable,  and  we  should 

conduct  them  to  the  brain.    Besides  the  seve«  be  expowd  to  continual  pam  ;  and  if  every  part 

ral  parts  now  mentioned,  a  number  of  arteries,  were  as  insensible  as  the  callus  of  the  heel, 

veins,  lymphatics,  glands,  and  a  variety  of  other  the  body  would  be  benumbed,  the  pleasures  we 

contrivances,  which  the  human  Inind  can  neither  derive  from  this  sense  would  be  destroyed,  and 

trace  nor  comprehend,  are  connected  with  the  the  other  organs  of  sensation  ooukl  not  perform 

medianism  of  this  admirable  organ.  their  functions  in  the  maimer  in  which  they  now 

AU  this  curious  and  ooniplicaied  apparatus,  operate.    So  that  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  the 

however,  would  have  been  of  no  avail  for  the  other  s^msitlve  organs,  infinite  wisdom  is  admi- 

purpose  of  hearing,  had  not  the  atmosphere  been  rably  displayed  m  executing   the  designs  of 

formed,  and  its  particles  endowed  with  a  tremu-  benevolence, 

lous  motion.    But,  this  medium  being  prepared.  In  order  that  we  might  derive  enjoyment  fiom 

a  sounding  body  communicates  an  undulatory  the  various  aliments  and  delicious  fruits  iiHiich 

motion  to  &e  air,  as  a  stone  thrown  into  a  pond  the  earth  produces,  a  peculiar  organisation,  dif- 

produces  circular  waves  in  the  water ;  the  air,  ferent  from  all  the  odier  senses,  was  requisite  to 

thus  put  in  motion,  shakes  the  drum  of  the  ear ;  be  devised.    Belbre  we  couU  relish  the  peculiar 

the  tremours,  thus  excited,  produce  vibrations  flavour  of  the  pear,  the  apple,  the  peach,  the 

in  the  air  within  the  drum ;  this  air  shakes  the  phimb,  or  the  grape,  the  kmgu€,  tlie  principal 

handle  of  the  hammer ;  the  hammer  strikes  the  organ  of  taste,  required  to  be  ibrmed,  and  its 

anvil,  with  which  it  is  articulated ;  the  anvil  suriace  covered  with  an  infinite  number  of  ner- 

transmits  the  motion  to  the  stirrup,  to  Which  vous  papU^'m,  curiously  divaricated  over  its  suiw 

Its  longer  leg  is  fiMtened ;  the  stirrup  transmits  fiue,  to  receive  and  convey  to  the  soul  the 

the  motion  it  has  received  to  the  nerves ;  and  impressions  of  every  flavour.    These  nerv*8 

<he  nerves,  vibrating  like  the  strings  of  a  violin,  required  to  be  guarded  with  m  firm  «nd  pro^ 
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tagOBHrit  or  eovfriBg,  to  dcTaiNi  then  fWrnt  dan-  food,  ud  to  rogide  oaneI?M  on  those  iaviii* 
ger,  and  enablo  ttieai  to  perfom  tboir  fiinctiooa  ble  efflfavia  which  are  inceaaantljr  fiying  off  fion 
to  long  at  iUe  continiiM ;  and  at  the  tamo  time,  the  vegetable  tribes,  and  wafted  in  every  dirco 
to  be  perforated  ia  aiich  a  manner,  with  a  mtilti*  tion  through  the  atmosphere, 
tude  of  porea,  in  the  papillary  ominencee,  as  to  Of  all  the  senses  with  which  we  are  furnished, 
give  a  free  admisstoo  to  ever/  variety  of  taste. .  the  sense  of  smelling  is  that  which  we  are  apt  to 
It  was  likewise  necessary,  that  these  papiUary  consider  as  of  the  least  importance ;  Mid  some 
nerves  should  be  distributed  ia  die  greatest  have  even  been  ready  to  imagine,  that  our  en- 
number,  in  those  parts  of  the  organ  to  which  joyments  would  scarcely  have  been  diminished 
the  objects  of  taste  are  most  frequently  applied ;  although  its  organs  had  never  existed.  But,  ii 
and  hence  we  find,  that  they  are  mote  numerous  is  presumptuous  in  man  to  hazard  such  an  opi 
on  the  upper  than  on  the  lower  parts  of  the  tongue ;  uion  in  reference  to  any  of  the  beneficent  designs 
and,  therefore,  when  we  apply  highly-flavoured  of  the  Creator.  We  know  not  what  relation  the 
substances  to  the  under  part,  we  are  not  so  seq-  minutest  operati<His,  within  as  or  around  us, 
sible  of  the  taste,  till  we  remove  them  to  the  mny  bear  to  the  whole  economy  of  nature,  or 
upper  surface.  A  variety  of  feins,  arteries,  what  disastrous  effects  might  be  produced,  were 
gUnds,  tendons,  and  other  parts  with  which  we  a  single  pin  of  the  machinery  of  our  bodies 
are  unaoqilainfed,  are  also  connected  with  this  broken  or  destroyed.  The  exhalations  which 
useliii  organ.  When  we<M>nsider  bow  frequently  are,  at  this  moment,  rising  from  a  putrid  marsl*. 
these  delicate  organs  are  used,  during  a  length  in  the  centre  of  New  Holland,  and  hovering 
of  years,  it  is  matter  of  admiration  how  well  in  an  invisible  form,  over  that  desolate  region, 
they  wear.  YHiile  our  cbthes  wear  out  in  the  may  be  forming  thoee  identical  clouds  which, 
course  of  a  year  or  two,  while  the  hairs  of  our  the  next  month,  shall  water  our  fields  and  gar- 
Ibsads  turn  gray,  and  are  nipped  asander  at  the  dens,  and  draw  forth  from  the  flowers  their  aro- 
roots,  and  while  age  shrivels  the  moat  beautiful  matic  perfumes.  The  sense  of  smelling  may 
skin,  these  delicate  nervous  papillm  last  kmger  be  essentially  requisite  to  the  perfection  of 
than  instruments  of  iroa  or  steel ;  lor  the  sense  several  of  the  other  senses ;  as  we  know  that 
of  taste  is  generally  the  last  that  decays.  For  the  sense  of  feeling  is  inseperably  oonnectea 
the  bestowment  of  this  sense,  therefore,  and  the  with  the  seosee  of  seeing,  hearing,  and  tasting, 
pleasuree  it  conveys,  we  have  abundant  reasoa  Let  us  consider,  for  a  moment,  some  of  the 
to  admire  and  adore  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  agencies  whieb  require  to  be  exerted  when  this 
our  Almighty  Creator.  tense  is  exercised  and  gratified.  Before  we 
Finally,  that  we  might  be  regaled  with  the  couM  derive  pleasure  from  the  fragrance  of  a 
seent  of  flowers,  and  this  aromaiw  periuroes  of  flower,  it  was  requisite  that  a  system  of  the 
spring  and  summer,  and  that  none  of  the  plea^  finest  tubes,  filamonts,  and  membranes  shouU 
sores  of  nature  might  be  lost,  the  organ'  of  «mc0-  be  organixed,  endowed  with  powers  of  abaorp* 
tatg*  was  construct^  to  catch  the  invisible  edo-  tion  and  perspiration,  furnisliiMl  with  hundreds 
riferous  effluvia  which  are  continually  wafted  of  vessels  lor  conveying  the  sap  through  all  ita 
through  the  air.  For  this  purpose  it  was  requU  parts,  and  perforated  with  thousands  of  pores 
site  that  bones,  nerves,  muscles,  arteries,  vems,  to  give  passage  to  myriads  of  odoriforous  par- 
cartilages,  and  roembrsnes,  peculiarly  adapted  tides,  secreted  from  the  internal  juices.  It 
toprocnce  this  effect,  sbouM  be  arranged,  and  was  ahm  requisite  that  the  atmosphere  should 
placed  in  a  certain  part  of  the  body.  As  the  be  formed,  for  the  purpose  of  affonling  nourish- 
bones  of  the  bead  are  too  hard  for  thii  purpoee,  ment  to  the  plant,  and  for  coqreying  its  od«- 
the  neryes  of  smelling  required  to  have  a  bone  riferous  effluvia  to  the  olfiustory  nerves.  The 
of  a  peculiar  texture,  of  a  spongy  nature,  full  of  rains,  the  dews,  the  principle  of  beat,  the  re- 
little  holes,  like  a  'Sieve,  through  which  they  volution  of  the  seasons,  the  succession  of  day 
might  transmit tiieir  slender  threads  or  branches  and  night,  the  principle  of  evaporation,  tJie 
to  the  papillous  membrane  which  lines  thecavi-  agitation  of  the  air  by  winds,  sim!  the  solar 
ties  ofthe  bone  and  the  top  of  the  nostrils.  The  fij^Af,—- all  combine  their  Influence  and  their 
nostrih  required  to  be  cartilaginous  and  not  agencies  in  producing  the  grateful  sensation  we 
fleshy,  in  order  to  be  kept  open,  and  to  be  fur-  feel  from  the  smell  of  a  rost.  So  that  the  sense 
nished  with  appropriate  muscles  to  dibite  ortton-  of  smelling  is  not  only  connected  with  the  agen- 
tract  them  as  the  occasion  might  roquire.  It  was  cy  of  all  the  terrestrial  elements  around  us,  but 
likewise  rsquisite,  that  they  shouM  be  wide  at  bears  a  relation  to  the  vast  globe  ofthe  sun  him* 
the  bottom,  to  collect  a  large  quantity  of  effluvia,  self;  for  an  energy  exerted  at  the  distance  of 
•ad  narrow  at  the  top,  where  the  olfactory  nerres  nineiy4ive  millions  of  miles,  and  a  motion  of 
are  condensed,  that  the  effluvia  might  act  with  fOO,000  miles  every  second,  in  the  particle*  of 
the  greatest  rigour,  and  convey  the  »ensation  to  light,  are  necessary  to  its  existence ;  and  cones 
the  brain.  By  means  of  these  and  numerons  quently,  it  forms  one  of  tiie  subordinate  ends  for 
•ther  contrivances,  connected  with  this  organ,  we  which  tiuit  luminary  was  created : — and,  being 
are  enabled  lo  distinguish  the  qualities  of  our  rehUed  to  the  sun,  it  may  bear  a  certain  refatisii 
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lo  imflar  agMem  which  that  oenlral  ^obe  m  corioos  tod  daUcat«  nachiowj,  comtraded  of 

producing  among  the  inhabitanta  of  surroimding  tho  mot  flabby  •ubBtaacet,  required  to  be  put  ■ 

^orlde.  motioo,  and  to  be  preeerved  iu  action  every  um^ 

Thui  it  appears,  that  the  varioue  seneee  <^  BMot,  before  we  could  contemplate  the  beaulief 

man,  as  well  as  the  exieraal  objects  which  coo-  of  a  landscapoj  be  delighted  with  tbe  sounds  of 

tribute  to  their  gratification,  are  the  results  of  music,  or  inhale  the  fragrance  of  a  roee. 
infinite  wisdom  and  goodness,  and  calculated        It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that,  in  the  oonstnie> 

to  promote  the  happiness  of  sensitive  and  intel-  tion  and  arrangement  of  these  numeroue  snd 

ligent  beings.  complicated  parts  and  functions,  there  is  not  a 

But,  before  any  one  of  these  senses  could  per«  single  instance,  that  any  pbysiologut  can  pro- 
ibrm  its  fimetions,  it  required  lo  be  united  with  duoe,  in  which  pain  ik  the  otyed  of  the  eootri- 
a  most  Wonderful  system  of  orgsnization.  The  vance.  Of  all  the  thousands  of  adaptations 
heart  required  to  be  endowed  with  an  immense  which  infinite  Wisdom  has  contrived,  than  is  not 
degree  of  muscular  power,  and  to  be  set  in  ac»  one  but  what  has  for  its  object  the  communicatioa 
tion  in  the  centre  of  this  ccmplicaied  system—-  of  pleasure  to  the  sentient  being  in  whicfa  it  is 
hundreds  of  arteries  required  to  be  bored,  and  found.  If  a  number  of  small  muscles  are  coo- 
ramified,  and  arranged,  to  convey  the  blood  to  its  nected  with  the  eye,  it  is  for  the  purpose  of 
remotest  extremities,  and  hundreds  of  veins  to  rendering  that  organ  susceptible  of  a  quick  and 
bring  it  back  again  to  its  reservoir— thousands  easy  motion  in  every  direction,  to  meet  every 
of  lacteal  and  lymphatic  tubes  to  absorb  nutri-  exigence.  If  the  arteries  are  fiimi^ed  with  nu- 
ment  from  the  food,  and  convey  it  to  the  circu-  merous  valves,  opening  <mly  in  one  direction,  it 
lating  fluid— thousands  4>f  glands  to  8e<vete  hu  is  intended  to  prevent  the  blood  firom  retaming 
mours  that  are  noxious  or  redundant  fix>m  the  by  a  wrong  course,  and  endangering  the  wfai^ 
mass  of  blood,  and  emunctories  to  throw  them  structura  of  the  animal  machine.  If  a  joint  is 
oflT  firom  the  system— hundreds  of  muscles  for  fortoed  to  move  only  in  one  direottoo,  as  the 
moving  the  different  members  of  the  body,  and  joints  of  the  fingers,  it  is  intended  to  prevent 
for  conveying  the  whole  corporeal  firaroe  fi^m  thoee  inconveniences  which  woaU  inevitably 
place  to  place— hundreds  of  fine  cords  infinitely  have  been  felt,  bad  it  been  capable  of  moving  in 
ramified  over  the.  whole  body,  to  convey  senm«  every  direction.  If  another  kind  of  joint  is  ooo> 
tion  to  all  its  parts  ;  and  thousands  of  millions  of  structed  so  as  to  move  in  eveiy  direction,  it  is 
perforations  to  be  made  in  the  skin,  through  intended,  to  enable  us  to  perform,  with  facilityi 
whidi  the  insensible  perspiration  might  conti-  those  movements  and  operations  which  would 
nually  flow.  To  support  this  fine  and  delicate  otherwise  have  been  either  impossible,  or  have 
'  system  of  vessels,  hundreds  of  bones  of  diver-  been  attended  with  tbe  greatest  inconvenience 
sified  forms,  and  different  sizes,  and  ccnmected  and  pain.  There  are  certaut  parts  comMctad 
together  by  various  modes  of  articulation,  re-  with  the  human  frame,  wboee  precise  use  can- 
quired  to  be  constructed  and  arranged,  and  niofr-  not  be  accurately  determined,  but  this  is  owing 
ly  adapted  to  their  peculiar  functions  ;  and  bun-  to  our  limited  knowledge  of  the  various  functions 
<L'eds  of  tendons  and  ligaments,  to  connect  these  which  are  requisite  to  be  performed  in  tills  ooss* 
bones  with  the  muse^ee,  and  with  every  odier  plicated  machine.  In  no  instance  whatever  can 
part  of  the  animal  frame.  This  machine  re-  it  be  shown,  that  the  infliction  of  pain  is  the  ob- 
quired  to  be  preserved  in  constant  action,  whether  ject  of  any  one  part  or  function  of  whose  use  we 
we  be  sleeping  or  waking,  sitting  or  standing,  in  are  uncertain  ;-^MUid  it  is  conibnnable  to  the  dio> 
motion  or  at  rest.  The  heart  required  to  give  tates  of  the  soundest  reason  to  ooncluda,  that, 
ntnety^six  thouland  strokes  every  twenty-four  since  every  part,  whoee  use  we  can  ascertain,  is 
hours,  to  send  offstreamsofthe  vital  fluid  through  adapted  to  conunnnicate  pleasure,  every  other 
hundreds  of  tubes,  and  to  impel  the  whole  mass  part,  throughout  every  branch  of  theaninsal  sys- 
of  blood  through  every  part  of  the  body  every  tem,  is  calculated  to  produce  a  similar  effect, 
four  minutes.  The  lungs  required  to  be  in  con-  It  u  true,  indeed,  that  pain  is  frequently  fS^t 
stent  play,  expanding  and  contracting  their  thou-  in  the  different  members  whicfa  compoae  oar 
sand  vesicles,  at  least  twenty  times  every  mi-  corporeal  system  ;  but  this  is  not  owing  to  its 
nuts,  to  imbibe  the  oxygen  of  the  atmosphere,  original  construction,  but  to  the  derangement 
and  to  transmit  its  enlivening  influence  to  the  whio^  its  parts  receive,  either  from  internal  dit> 
circulating  fluids— the  stomadi  to  be  dissolving  ease  or  from  external  violence  :  and  such  mnse 
the  food,  Mid  preparing  it  for  the  nourishment  of  quenoes  are  the  effects  either  of  tbe  folly  of  man, 
tbe  body— -the  liver  and  kidneys  lo  be  drawing  in  exposing  his  body  to  danger,  or  in  using  its 
off  their  secretions— tbe  lacteals  to  be  extracting  members  for  improper  |Mirposes,— «r  of  dm 
nutritious  particles,  to  be  conveyed,  by  the  ab*  physical  change*  which  have  happened  in  the 
■orbeat  vessels,  into  the  man  of  blood^-«nd  tbe  system  of  nature  since  man  was  created,— « 
perspiration,  which  might  otherwise  ciOg  the  of  those  depraved  and  immoral  passions  which 
wheels  of  the  whole  machine,  to  be  thrown  off  so  fi«quently  agitate  and  oonvulae  hia  corpcreal 
Ineeasantly  through  millions  of  pores^    All  this  frame. 


WfBDCm  AND  GOODKSdS  OF  GOD.  f7 

Lei  Ui  BOW  «iMie«Toar,  if  w«  CM)  to  tun  up  4  *  FornM,vhenIfl9rK«tthedftflliif  th«M^—    ■ 

few  of  the  bloMion  which  we  eniov  from  thaao  ^  K  ^?^  '^*^'  '^  ^"^  ^^  ^  '^^ 

In  our  bodiM  there  are  reckoned  S46  6oiief,  each  Ihider  ao  impreeeioa  of  the  drrereified  egeaeiet 

of  them  having  forty  distinct  scope*  or  intention*,  of  Divine  Wisdom  which  are  incesmntly  coacn- 

and  446  muscles  for  the  purpose  of  motion,  each  buting  to  our  eojoyment,  and  of  the  vast  profu- 

having  at  least  ten  several  intention*.    AU  these  aion  of  our  Creator**  b«hefieence  which  we  bo* 

are  ready  every  uooMnt  to  peribrm  their  fiino-  bold  around  us,  and  experience  eveiy  paasing 

tions ;  and  every  breath  we,  draw,  whether  we  hour,  can  we  Ibrbear  exclaiming  with  the  evap> 

be  in  motion  or  at  rest,  asleep  or  awake,  a  huo-  lured  poet  :— 

dred  muscles  at  least  are  in  constant  action.    la  „ tw^  .n  .v >_<_  r^       ^  ^, 

*L      -*    i'w-    ii.-       —                .  1    --  .    »  "  whenaMthynjercle*,OniyGodl 

the  act  of  breathing,  we  respire  at  least  twenty  uy  ristaff  soul  suireysT 

times  every  minute ;  the  heart  exerts  its  muscu-  Trancporied  with  the  view,  Fm  lest 

l«  ib»!.  »  pnvdlinc  Ifa.  bhKNi  int.  «b.  «««iM  iSi,;!:^^!^^^^!. 

sixty  time*  every  mmoto ;  the  atomach  and  ah*  Tky  soodness  ril  proclaim; 

dominal  muscles  are  every  moment  in  action,  A^  after  death.  In  distant  worUa, 

and  the  curious  litUe  bone;  of  the  ear  are  over  TSS^StjS^lSSS"t^^ 

ready  to  convey  sensations  of  the  softest  whisper  A  Joyful  none  I'll  raise: 

to  the  brain.    So  that,  without  an  hyperbole,  or  *■%  uue?*ffuS  ^USSi- 

the  least  extravagance  of  expreesion,  it  may 

truly  and  literally  be  said,  that  we  enjoy  a  tibeit*  If,  then,  the  ooostructiou  of  our  bodies,  and 


asnd  ftlssiiii^s  siwy  ndmd^  and,  oonaequently,  the  terreetrial  acene  in  which  vre  are  placed,  pre- 

eixty  thousand  every  hour,  and  one  miHion  four  sent  so  many  striking  displays  of  wisdom  and 

hundred  and  forty  thousand  every  day.    For,  if  benevolence,  what  an  astomshiag  and  traaspMt* 

any  one  of  these  numerous  functions  were  to  ing  scene  of  divine  benignity  wouU  burst  upon 

stop,  or  to  bo  intonmpted,  pain,  and  even  death  the  view,  were  we  permitted  to  explore  those 

itself  might  be  induced.    Let  us  ask  the  man  more  extensive  provinoee  of  the  empire  of  Omni* 

who  is  gasping  for  breath,  under  an  incurable  potence,  where  physical  and  moral  evil  have 

asthma,  or  him  who  i*  nnarting  under  the  pain  never  i^ed  their  baleful  influence  to  interrupt 

of  a  toothache,  or  him  who  ha*  wounded  a  nerve,  the  happiaes*  of  ietolleetual  natuiw!    Could 

an  artery,  or  a  veia,  or  him  who  ha*  dislocated  we  soar  beyond  tiie  regions  of  the  planetary 

his  shoulder-blade,  if  he  wouM  not  ooosider  it  as  ■y*tem ;  oould  we  penetrate  into  that  inuaeaaity 

a  peculiar  bleaaiag  to  have  the  luactioo*  of  na-  of  wurtd*  and  being*  which  are  acattored  in 

lure  reatorsd  to  their  original  action  ?    And  if  magnificent  proftisioo  through    the  boundlesa 

one  member  out  of  joiat,  or  one  function  out  of  fields  of  ether;  oould  we  draw  aside  the  veil 

order,  produce*  *o  much  paia  and  uneasine**,  which  bow  ooooeal*  the  grandeur  and  beau^  of 

how  gratefiil  ought  we  to  feel  for  tiie  thensand*  Iheir  physical  economy  ud  arraagemenls ;  oould 

of  blessing*  we  enjoy  every  momeat,  while  the  we  bdiold  their  iahabitanto  arrayed  in  robe*  of 

wheel*  of  the  animal  machine  are  moving  oa  beauty,  with  ecetatio  joy  beamiag  from  tbev 

with  amoothnee*  and  harmony  \    If  we  ceoaider  oounteaaaee*,  baaking  perpetually  in  the  regiona 

the  number  ofyears  during  which  theaebleeetng*  ofbli**,  united  to  one  another  by  indi**«lubl« 

have  been  coBtinuedr*if  we  eonaider  the  uiep*  baada  of  h>ve  and  affeetioo,  without  the  leaal 

eie*  received  in  childhood,  which  have  been  long  appreheaeioa  of  evil,  or  of  aa  btorruption  to 

overiooked  or  forgottea<*>if  we  count  the  many  their  et^meata ;  aed  fooking  forward  widiooa* 

nighu  which  we  have  pawed  ia  eound  repose,  fidence  to  an  interminable  aucceeeioa  of  delightod 

mad  the  many  day*  we  have  enjoyed  without  exiiteoce;  eouki  we  retrace  the  history  of  their 

bodily  pain,— if  we  reflect  oa  the  numerous  oh*  Creator's  dispensatioaa  towards  them  siaee  the 

jecte  of  sublimity  and  beauty  with  which  our  first  moment  of  their  existence,  and  the  peculiar 

eyes  have  been  delighted,  the  numerous  sounds  disph^ys  of  divine  slory  and  bwiigni^,  that  may 

which  have  charmed  our  ear*  and  cheered  our  ooeaaiooally  be  enibited  to  their  view,— 4t  ia 

heart*,  and  the  aanieroo*  gratificatiooa  which  nore  than  probable,  that  all  the  diaphiy*  of  wi*» 

our  other  souse*  have  received ;  tf  we  consider  dom  and  benevolence  which  we  now  behold,  nu« 

how  often  food  ha*  been  provided  and  adminia*  meroua  a*  they  are,  would  be  thrown  eompletely 

tered  for  the  nouriahment  of  our  bodiee,  and  into  the  ahade,  and  that  thi*  worid  would  appear 

fiwa  how  many  visible  and  invisibte  dangers  wo  only  a*  a  Lasar^hou**,  when  oooHiared  with  the 

have  been  delivered— and,  if  vre  view  all  theae  bright  and  traaaporting  aoeae*  of  the  oeleatial 

eoontless  blessings  as  proceeding  every  moment  worlds.    This  we  are  infollibly  led  to  oondudoy 

fi>om  Him,  <*  wboee  handa  have  made  aad  fiuh-  ia  regard  to  a  certain  dass  of  ialeHigeace*  i» 

ionod  us,*'  aad  who  "  breathed  into  our  Dostrii*  the  ftitora  elate,  by  the  espree*  dceliralieni  of 

the  breath  of  life,**  can  we  forbear  to  recogniae  Scripture.    For  thus  it  i*  writtea,  **  Eye  hath 

our  Almighty  Benefactor  a*  worthy  of  our  so-  not  *eeo,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  haveentered  iaia 

preme  aflectioa  and  our  bmmC  lively  gratlbala?  the  heart  of  maBa  the  ihii^  which  Oad  hidk 
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pKptred  ftr  tfiam  that  love  him.'*    And  if  re-  the  biids  nutka  their  neslt ,  and  the  etorfa  lhe» 

mvated  ano  AaS  experience  eueh  auperior  eo-  dwellings.    The  high  hiili  are  a  refuge  fer  dit 

joy-monts  in  the  eternal  world,  there  can  be  no  wild  goats,  and  the  rocks  tor  the  oooies.    lb 

dkNikt  that  all  those  intelligenoes,  in  erery  region,  appointed  the  moon  for  seasons,  and  the  sua  to 

who  have  raiained  their  primitive  integrity,  are  enlighten  the  world ;  he  makes  darkness  a  enr^ 

•t  this  moment  in  the  possession  of  similar  tab  for  the  night,  till  the  sun  arise,  when  nw 

transportinf  enjoyments.      It  must,  therefortt,  goeth  forth  to  his  woik  and  to  his  liiMMir  till  iht 

faara  an  additional  tendency  to  elevate  our  aSec-  evening.    How  manifold  are  thy  works,  O  Lo^  I 

Ooos  to  tile  Supreme  Intelligence,  when  we  In  wimom  hast  thou  made  them  all ;  the  earth  li 

view  Him  net  only  communicating  happiness  to  full  of  thy  riches ;  so  is  the  great  and  wide  tea, 

the  various  tribes  of  beings  whidi  people  our  wherein  ate  things  creeping  innumerable,  both 

gk)be,  but  also  distributing  streams  of  felicity  in  small  and  great beuts.  Theee  all  wait  upon  thee, 

boundless  profusion,  among  the  inhabitants  of  that  thou  mayest  give  them  their  meat  in  dm 

unnumbered  worlds  season.    TIkni  givest  them — they  gather ;  then 

I  shall  now  conclude  my  illustrations  of  this  openest  thine  hand — they  are  filled  with  good. 

topic,  by  eihihiting  a  few  instances  of  the  wi»-  Thou  hklest  thy  face— they  are  troubled ;  thou 

dom  and  goodness  of  God  as  delineated  in  the  sendest  forth  thy  spirit— thef  are  created ;  and 

Sacred  Scriptures.  thou  renewest  the  &ce  of  the  earth.    The  glory 

**  The  Lord  is  good  to  alt,  and  hlsteodermer^  of  the  Lord  shall  endure  for  evor ;  Jehovah  ahall 

cies  are  over  all  his  works     He  stretched  forth  rejoice  in  all  his  worits.    He  b  Lord  of  heaven 

the  heavens,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth,  and  earth ;  he  givetfa  to  all,  life,  and  breath,  and 

and  fbrmeth  the  spirit  of  man  within  htm.    He  all  things ;  he  iMth  made  of  one  blood  all  nations 

phuitM  the  ear,  and  formed  the  «ye ;  and  he  of  men,  to  dwell  on  all  the  faceof  the  earth; and 

ineathed  into  our  nostrils  the  breath  of  life.    In  hath  determined  the  times  before  appointed,  sod 

his  hand  is  the  soul  of  every  living  thing,  and  the  the  bounds  of  their  habitation.    For  in  him  we 

breath  of  aH  mankind.   With  him  is  wisilom  and  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being.    I  wiQ  tiqg 

strength,  and  his  wnlentanding  is  infteite.    He  unto  Jehovah  as  long  as  I  live ;  I  will  aing  prai- 

ia  wenderiul  in  counsd,  and  excellent  in  working,  ses  to  my  God,  while  I  have  my  being ;  I  will 

He  hatk  established  the  world  by  his  wisdom,  utter  abundantly  the  memory  of  his  great  cood- 

•nd  stretched  o«t  the  heavens  by  his  understand-  ness,  and  speak  of  all  his  wondrous  works.** 
ing.    O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wia*        The  inspired  writers  rise  tostill  higher  straiM 

dom  and  the  tmowledge  of  God !  how  unsearcha^  when  they  celebrate  the  Divine  Goodneas  m  rs- 

ble  are  his  operations,  and  his  ways  past  finding  ference  to  our  eterpal  salvation. 
oat !    He  causeth  the  vapours  to  ascend  from        "  Praise  ye  Jehovah,  for  Jehovah  is  good ;  .he 

the  ends  of  the  earth ;  he  bindeth  op  the  wa-  remembered  us  in  our  km  estate ;  for  bis  mercv 

ters  in  his  thick  ckxids,  and  the  ek>od  is  not  andureth  for  ever.    I  will  praise  thee,  O  Lord, 

rent  under  them.     He  hath  compassed  the  wa»  my  Ghxl,  with  dU  my  hearty  and  I  will  glorifythy 

tars  *with  bounds,  until  the  day  and  night  cmbo  name  for  evermore ;  for  great  is  thy  mercy  towaid 

to  an  end.    He  visiteth  the  earth  aiKl  water*  bm,  and  thou  hast  delivered  my  soul  from  the 

eth    it ,  be  greatly  enrieheth  it  with  riven ;  he  lowest  hell.    God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he 

preparelh  eons  for  its  inhabitants ;   he  water*  gave  his  only-begotten  Son,  that  wboeoever  be- 

•th  the  ridges  thereof  abundantly ;  he  aettleth  Ueveth  on  htm  should  not  perish,  bat  have  evsr- 

the  furrows  thereof;   be  maketh  it  soft  with  lasting  life.    He  sent  an  angel  from  the  celestial 

showers  ;  he  blesseth  the  springing  thereof;  he  glory  to  aimoonce  his  birth ;  and  amnltitude  of 

«rowneth  the  year  with  his  goodness,  and  his  the  heavenly  host  to  proclaim,  Glory  to  QoA  m 

paths  drop  flatness.    The  pastures  are  clothed  the  highest,  peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  lo 

with  flocks ;  the  valleys  are  covered  over  with  men.    He  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered 

«ora,  and  the  little  hills  are  encircled  with  joy.*  him  up  for  us  all— and  shall  he  ooi  with  htm  also 

«  He  ieodelh  the  springs  into  the  vaOeja  fi<^y  give  us  idl  things  ?    Blessed  be  the  God 

whidi  na  among  the  hills ;  they  give  drink  to  aod  Fadier  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath 

«very  beast  o(  tlw  field.    Beside  these  springs  blessed  us  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly 

the  fowls  of  iMMVen  have  tfieir  habitation,  whidi  things  in  Christ ;  in  whom  we  have  redraiption 

aing  among  cim  branches.  He  causeth  the  grass  through  his  blood,  the  forgiveness  of  siiw,  ac* 

M>  grow  fer  the  cattle,  and  herb  for  the  service  of  cording  to  the  riches  of  his  grace. — Bless  the 

■an ;  and  wine  that  maketh  glad  the  heart  of  Lord,  O  ray  soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me  Uess 

awn,  and  oil  that  maketh  his  face  to  shine,  ao4  his  holy  name ;  whoforgiveth  all  thine  iniquitiea, 

bread  that  atrangtheneth  his  heart.    He  planted  who  healeth  all  thy  dbeases ;  who  redeemetb  thy 

tiM  tall  irsai  and  the  eedaia  of  Lebanon,  where  life  from  destruction,  and  crowneth  thee  with  km* 

ing  kindnem  aiMl  tender  mercies.   As  the  heaven 

*inthls^and  several  other  quotations  .ftom  the  is  high  above  the  earth,  so  great  is  his  mercy 

dwi mrnmunam tnyMOir enauwi.  ^^  honh  is  from  nwiutbig  to  •<r«ta«Bf,  iftm 
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them  (hat  fear  him ;  and  his  righteousnaM  unto  tion  of  tho  benoToleiioeor  die  Doitf .  Qoodnea 
ehUdrea's  ohildren.  Many,  O  lloid,  my  God,  are  is  the  f  «mw,  mercy  the  ^eoias.  The  goodoeM 
thy  wonderful  woriu,  whidii  thou  hast  dooe,  and  of  God  eateode  to  all  ihe  creatures  he  has  |brmeJ| 
thy  thoughts  to  us  ward ;  they  carniot  be  reckoned  of  whalevor  description  or  character,— ^o  the 
up  in  order  uqIo  thee;  if  I  would  declare  and  fowls  of  the  air,  the  fishes  of  the  sea,  the  micro- 
speak  of  them,  they  are  more  than  can  be  nuro-  soopio  animalcula,  and  the  most  wicked  class  of 
bored.— I  will  praise  thee^  (or  I  am  fearfiilly  and  human  beings,  as  wbtt  as  to  angels>  archangels^ 
wonderfully  made:  marvellous  are  thy  woilis,  and  other  superior  intelligeoees.  Mei^  can 
How  precious  are  thy  thoughts  (or  designs)  have  a  reference  only  to  those  who  have  sinned 
towards  mc^  O  God !  bow  great  is  the  sum  of  against  their  Makeri  and  rendered  themsel^ws 
them !  If  I  shoukl  count  them,  they  are  more  unworthy  of  his  faTours.  It  consists  in  the  be- 
ia  number  than  the  sand."  stowment  of  blessings  upon  those  who  have  for* 
Thus  it  appears,  that  both  the  system  of  na-  feited  every  daim  to  them,  aiid  have  rendered 
ture,  and  the  system  of  revelation,  concur  in  themeelves  obnoxious  to  punishment.  It  cannot 
eihibiting  the  wisdom  and  benevolence  of  the  be  exercised  toward  **  the  angels  who  have  kept 
Dotty  as  calculated  to  excite  the  highest  degree  their  first  estate,"  or  towards  any' other  class  of 
of  anient  affection  in  the  minds  of  the  whole  tin  holy  intelligences,  because  they  do  not  stand  in 
telligent  creation.  If  an  atom  of  gratiuide  is  need  of  its  exercise.— The  potkncB  or  Jkrb§v^ 
due  to  an  earthly  benefactor,  it  is  impossible  to  once  of  God,  is  that  attribute  of  bis  nature  which 
set  bounds  to  that  affection  and  gratitude  which  consists  in  his  bearing  long  with  sinners,  and 
ought  incessantly  to  rise  in  our  hearts  towards  refraining  from  inflicting  deserved  punishment, 
tho  Creator  of  the  universe,  who  is  the  <' Father  notwithstanding  their  impenitenee,  and  long- 
of  mercies,  and  the  God  of  all  oofSMlatioo.*'  continued  provocations.  ' 
And,  therefore,  we  need  not  wonder,  that  **  holy  Theee  attributes  are  seUom  displayed,  ia  our 
men  of  old,**  whooe  minds  were  overpowered  workl,  by  one  man,  or  class  of  men,  towards 
with  this  sacred  emotion,  broke  out  into  language  another.  Instead  of  clemency,  mercy,  and  for- 
which  would  be  deemed  extravagant,  by  the  frigid  bearanoe,  we  find  in  the  character  of  mankindf 
moralists  of  the  present  age.  Under  a  sense  of  as  delineated  in  the  page  of  history,  the  princi- 
the  unbounded  kwe  and  goodness  of  Ged,  the  pie  of  rn>tng9  operating  more  powerfully  than 
psalmist  feh  his  heart  elated,  and  formed  these  almost  any  Mer  disposition  ;  and,  therefbre, 
pious  resolutions :  *'  Seven  times  a  day  wi)|  I  when  any  striking  instance  of  men^  and  h>ng<- 
praiae  thee,  O  Lord !  At  midni|ht  will  I  rise  to  suffering  is  exhibited  in  human  conduct,  we  ace 
give  thanks  to  ihee,  because  of  thy  righteous  disposed  to  wonder  at  it,  and  to  admire  it  as  an 
precepts,  I  will  rejoice  in  the  way  of  thy  pre-  extraordinaiy  moral  phenomenon.  When  web»> 
cepts,  as  much  as  in  all  riches.  The  law  of  thy  bold  a  perMuage  who  is  possessed  of  every  do- 
mouth  is  better  unto  me  than  thousands  t>f  gold  gree  of  moral  and  physical  power  for  crushing  Ins 
and  silver.  Oh,  how  I  love  thy  law !  it  is  my  enemies'— yet  remaining  caha  and  tranquil,  and 
meditation  all  the  day.  I  vrill  speak  of  thy  te^  forbearing  to  execute  deserved  punishment,  noU 
timMiies  before  kings,  and  win  not  be  ashamed  withstanding  repeated  insults  and  injuries,  wo 
of  thy  commandments.  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  w  led  to  admire  such  qualities,  as  indicating  a 
but  thee  1  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  certain  degree  of  greatness  and  benevoleaoe  of 
desire  beside  ihee.  As  the  hart  pantelh  after  mind.  On  this  principle,  we  admire  the  §or» 
the  brooks  of  water,  so  pantoth  my  soul  afler  bearanoe  of  David,  the  anoimed  king  of  Israel, 
thee,  O  God  !**  UiMler  similar  emotions,  the  towards  Sanl,  his  bitterest  enemy,  i^en  he  had 
Apostle  Paul  exclaims,  "  I  am  persuaded  that  an  opportunity  of  slaymghimat  tho  cave  of  E»- 
neithcr  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principal  gedi ;  and  afterwards,  when  he  was  sleeping  ia 
Uies,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present,  ^nor  things  *  trench  at  Hachila  f— and  at  Ihm  oleaenqF 
to  come,  shaD  be  ab.e  to  separate  us  from  tho  which  be  exercised  towards  Shimei,  who  had 
*ove  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  cursed  and  insulted  him,  and  treated  him  umm 

reproachfully.    On  the  same  prinoiple,  we  ad* 


mire  the  conduct  of  Sir  Walter  Jlaleigh,  a  man 
of  known  courage  and  honour,  towards  a  esrtaia 
SECTION  v.  fash,  hot^ieaded  youth.    Beii^  veiy  injurioo^y 

treated  by  this  impertinent  mortal,  who  next  pro 


o»  TBI  Mvacr  AitD  PATtKUcs  OP  ooD.       ooeded  to  cAoOeve  him,  and,  on  his  refusal,  spit 

on  him,  and  that  too  in  public  ;— the  knight  ta- 


Anoiher  feature  in  the  divine  character,  which  king  out  his  haqdkorchie^  with  freat 

is  peculiarly  calculated  tn  excite  adiniratioa,  af^  made  him  only  this  reply :  "  Young  amn,  if  1 

fectton,  and  gratitude,  is  the  mergr  amd  podmm  cnuld  as  easi^  wipe  your  bkwd  froia  my  cob- 

9f  Ood,  sdenoe,  as  I  can  this  iqjoiy  inm  my  fiiet,  I 

Mercy  has  its  source  in  the  divine  goodnesa,  would  this  moment  take  away  your  life." 

•ad  may  be  considered  as  a  particular  modifica-  la  order  to  eiliibit  tho  aieicy  aad  loiigMM^ 
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Amgcf  UwDeily  intbeirtnieiightfbtuseoiH  iaA  lor  nan  itxi  beast,  wen  de«traj«d»  aM 

■idari  for  a  moment,  some  of  the  leading  features  trampled  down  as  the  mire  of  the  streets.    And* 

k  the  conduct  and  the  chamcter  of  mankind.—  whai  adds  to  the  enormity  of  such  dreadfiil  pB»* 

Whether  we  go  back  to  the  remote  ages  of  an-  sions,  they  have  often  had  the  efirootery  to  im* 

tiftuity,  or  review  the  present  moral  stale  of  the  plore  the  assistance  of  the  God  of  mercy  in  thia 

inhabiiaots  of  our  gbbe,  we  shall  find  the  fol*  work  of  horror  and  destruction.    Witoi,  le  nL 

lowing,  among  other  similar  traiu,  in  the  chano*  these  abominable  dispositions  and  practices,  w« 

tor  of  the  great  mass  of  this  world's  population ;  add,  the  the  numerous  other  acts  of  atrocity, 

— Alt  utUr  /m-gMftJneu  ^  God,  «nd  <A«  yrm»a^  that  are  daily  committed  in  every  quarter  of  the 

Iciiot  0/  GhamiiMt  tdolalries.    Though  an  imri-  world,— the  oppression  and  injustice  which  tfao 

sible  Slid  omnipotent  energy  may  be  clearly  per-  poor,  the  widow,  and  the  fatherless  have  suffered 

ceived  in  that  majestic  machinery  by  which  the  from  the  overwhelming  hand  of  power ;  the  per- 

vault  of  heaven  appears  to  be  whirled  round  our  seoutions  which  granny  has  inflicted  on  the  se- 

globe  from  day  today  \  and  though  wen  return*  lect  few,  who  have  raised  their  voices  agaiiwl 

log  season  proclaims  the  exuberant  goodness  of  such  abominations ;  the  falsehood,  and  ireadMry, 

that  Being  who  arranged  our  terrestrial  habita«  and  perjury,  which  are  rampant  ia  eveiy  land  , 

tioo, — ^jretyof  the  great  majority  of  human  beings  the  levni  and  unnatural  crimes  that  are  daily 

that  have  hitherto  existed,  or  now  exist,  it  may  committed ;  the  thefts,  and  murders,  and  assa*- 

with  truth  be  said,  that "  God  is  not  in  all  their  sinatioos,  that  are  incessantly  perpetrating  in 

thoughts,  and  the  fear  of  God  is  not  before  their  some  one  region  of  the  wortd  or  anoliier ;  the 

eyes."    And  how  grovelling  have  been  the  con*  haughty  pride  and  arrogance  which  so  many  of 

ceptions  ^  those  who  have  professed  to  offer  the  puny  sons  of  men  asmmie ;  the  mnrmurings 

their  adorations  to  a  superior  Intelligence  I  They  and  complainings  at  the  dispensations  of  Provi- 

have  changed  the  glory  of  the  incorruptiUe  God  dence,  and  the  base  ingratitude  with  which  the 

into  an  image  made  like  to  corruptible  man,  and  majority  of  mankind  receive  the  bounties  of 

have  invested  with  the  attributes  of  divinity  a  heaven ;— and  when  we  consider,  for  how  many 

block  of  marble,  the  stock  of  a  tree,  a  stupid  ox,  thousands  of  years  these  abominable  di^Miaitioiis 

and  a  crawling  reptile  :  to  which  they  have  paid  have  been  displayed,  we  have  reason  U>  wonder 

that  wor^ip  aiid  homage  which  were  due  to  the  that  condign  punishment  isnot  speedily  executed, 

Almighty  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth. — J?<as^  and  that  the  Almighty  does  not  interpose  his 

fIJbsmy  mid  ts^»e^  is  another  characteristic  of  omnipotence,  to  shatter  this  globe  to  atoaas,  and 

the  majority  4)f  our  species.    How  many  have  to  bury  its  inhabitants  in  the  gulf  of  everlasting 

there  been  of  our  wretched  race  in  all  ages,  and  oblivion. 

how  many  are  there  in  the  present  age,  who  Yet,  notwithstanding  these  depraved  and  o»- 

**  set  their  mouths  against  the  heavens  in  their  gratefid  dispositions ;  notwithstanding  that  this 

blasphemous  talk,"  sad  "  dare  defy  the  Omnipo-  spacious  world,  which  was  erected  for  a  tesopla 

tent  to  arms !"    They  say  to  God,  "  Depart  to  the  Deity,  has  been  turned  into  a  temple  of 

from  us,  for  we  desire  not  Uie  knowledge  of  thy  idols,  its  seas  and  rivers  stained,  and*  its  field* 

ways  :  What  is  the  Almighty,  that  we  should  drenched  with  the  blood  of  millions  of  human 

serve  him  7  and  what  profit  should  we  have,  if  beinga,  and  its  cities  transformed  into  a  sink  of 

we  pray  unto  him  ?"    While  his  hand  is  making  moral  pollution ;  in  spite  of  all  these  inaomerabb 

their  pulse  to  beat,  and  their  lungs  to  play,  and  and  aggravated  provocations,  the  God  of  heaven 

while  he  is  distrUiuting  to  them  own,  and  wine,  ttill  exercises  his  mercy,  long-suffering,  and  for* 

and  fruits  in  rich  abundance,  they  are  blasphe-  bearance.  He  impeis  the  earth  in  its  aunual  and 

ming  his  venerable  Majesty,  and  prostituting  diurnal  coarse,  to  bring  about  the  interchanges 

these  very  blessings  for  tJie  purpose  of  pourfaig  of  day  and  night,  and  the  vicissitudes  of  the 

dishoooor  on  his  name.  seasons ;  he  mkkes  his  sun  to  arise  on  the  world. 

The  diatefieai  potsioiM  which  men  have  dis^  to  cheer  the  nations  with  his  light  and  heat ;  he 

played  towards  one  another,  is  another  striking  sends  his  rains,  to  refresh  the  fieUs,  both  of 

trait  IB  their  character.    War  has  been  their  **  the  just,  and  of  the  wnjwi. ;"  he  causes  the 

employment  and   their  delight  in  every  age.  trees,  the  herbs,  and  the  flowers,  to  bud  and  blos« 

Thousands  of  rational  beings  of  the  same  spe-  som  every  returning  spring;  he  ripens  the  fieUs  in 

eies  have  set  themselves  in  array  against  thou*  harvest ;  he  crowns  the  year  with  his  bounty,  and 

sands,  and  have  levelled  at  each  other  spean,  and  encircles  the  little  hills  with  rejoicing.    Instead 

arrows,  and  darts,  and  musqoetry,  and  cannon,  of  **  sending  forth  his  migk^  winds,**  in  in^cee- 

and  every  other  instrument  of  destruction,  till  sent  storms  and  hurricanes,  to  tear  up  wh«le 

legs  and  arms,  and  skulb,  and  brains,  were  miik-  forests  by  their  roots,  and  to  lay  waste  the  pro- 

1^  with  the  diiiit    till  the  earth  was  dresehed  duetioiis  of  the  soil,  he  fkns  the  groves  and  the 

with  human  gore — till  cities,  and  towns,  and  lawns  with  gentle  breezes,  and  odoriforoua  gales* 

villages,  were  tumbled  into  ruins,  or  given  up  as  Instead  of  opening  the  cataracts  of  heaven,  and 

n  prer  to  the  devouring  flames — and  till  the  dashing  down  overwhelming  torrents,  to  dekf* 

iMontiei  of  Providenoe,  which  God  ha4  provi-  the  plains,  and  frustrate  the  bonee  of  nmn,  M 
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nA«ihM  the  pureh«d  groand  with  gentle  show^  Tiom  mkii  derisiDg  scheiMe  for  the  ruin  tad 

era,  es  if  they  proceeded  from  a  wmtering-pot.  destruction  of  bis  Sieigbboor— 4he  mntinoos 

Instesd  of  confining  our  seneitiTe  enjoyments  to  crew,  in  the  midst  of  the  oeean,  rising  up  against 

hread  and  wateri  as  if  we  were  the  tenanle  of  a  their  superiors,  slashing  them  with  their  mbres, 

jail,  he  has  strewed  oor  gardens  and  fields  with  and  plunging  their  bodies  into  the  deep— (he 

eveiy  varietf  of  luxuriant  delicacies,  to  gratify  gamester  ruining  a  whole  family  by  a  throw  of 

every  appetite.    Instead  of  directing  the  light*  the  dice— the  skeptic  sporting  with  the  most 

nings  10  set  on  fire  the  mountains,  and  to  level  sacred  truths— the  atheist  attempting  to  defy  the 

our  cities  to  the  groand,  and  the  thunders  to  roH  Omnipotent— the  prostitute  wkllowing  in  the 

inoessantlr  aroanid  us,  he  commands  this  terrific  mire  of  uncleanness— the  drunkard  blaspheming 

meteor  to  vieit  us  only  at  distant  intervals,  and  the  God  of  heaven  in  his  midnight  revele— <nu- 

in  its  gentler  operaticms,  just  to  remind  us  what  mercus  tribes  of  human  beings,  in  every  quarter 

tremendous  instruments  ef  desthiction  he  is  oa-  of  the  globe,  dashing  oitt  each  other's  brains  io 

pabte  of  wieUing,  and  that  wo  ought  to  **  be  still  mutual  combat— h]^»ocritical  professors  of  reli* 

andbww  diat  He  is  God,"  and  that**  he  has  gion,  harbouring  malice  and  revenge  against  their 

punished  us  lesi  thin  cur  iniquities  deserve.'*  brethren    and   thousands  of  other    iniquitous 

O  that  roan  woqU  praise  the  Lord  (or  his  mMw  eeenes  which  are  daily  presented  belbre  the  pure 

ey,  and  for  hfs  ioog-auAring  towards  the  chil-  eyes  of  Omniscience ;  could  he  behold  all  the 

dren  of  men  I  abomUiable  acts  of  this  description  which  are 

This  character  of  God  ispsenBar  to  hinmiff  perpeinted  on   the  surface  of  our  globe,  in 

and  cannot  be  auppoeed  to  belong,  unless  in  a  the  course  of  a  tingk  dagf,  and  were  the  elements 

very  inferior  degree,  to  ai^  created  intelligence,  under  bis  control,  for  executing  condign  punish- 

Were  the  meekest  man  that  ever  appeared  on  the  ment  on  transgressors^— it  is  more  than  probable, 

theatre  of  our  worid— or  Were  even  one  of  the  that,  befiwe  another  day  dawned  upon  llie  world, 

highest  intelligencee  in  heaven  to  be  invested  the  great  globe  we  inhabit  would  be  shattered  to 

with  a  portion  of  the  attribute  of  omniscience ;  its  centre,  and  enveloped  in  devouring  flames, 

oould  he  penetrate,  at  one  gfamoe,  over  ail  that  For  no  finite  intelligence  could  refrain  his  in- 

hemisphere  of  oor  fflolbe  on  which  the  sun  Aines,  dignation  fiir  a  length  of  yeare^  or  could  pene- 

and,  at  the  next  gwnoe,  survey  the  other  hemi-  ti«te  into  all  the  reasons,  why  *' sentence  against 

aphere  which  if  enveloped  in  darkness ;  oouki  his  an  evil  work  should  not  be  ysrftfy  executed ;" 

•ye  pierce  into  the  secret  chamben  of  every  habi>  whv  the  murderer  should  not  be  arrMted  by  death 

tation  of  human  beings.  In  every  eity,  and  town,  boMre  his  hand  is  lifted  up  to  strike ;  why  thit 

and  rillage,  and  espeeiaUy  into  those  haunts  where  tyrant  should  not  be  cut  off  befbre  bis  vietima 

crimes  are  veSed  by  the  riiades  of  night  from  are  secured ;  and  why  the  slave  should  be  dooro- 

every  human  eye ;  couU  he  behold  at  one  glance  ed  to  dng  out  so  many  long  years  under  the  rod 

all  the  abominatieas  that  are  hourly  peipetraiing  of  a  relentless  master.     But  God  behoUs  all 

in  every  region  of  tiie  worid— the  pagan  wor-  these  actions  in-  all  their  bearings  and  rehuiona 

Xbippers  in  Thibet  and  Hindoetan,  performing  to  the  plan  of  his  government,  wad  in  all  their 

their  cruel  and  execrable  ritee — the  wheels  </  eternal  consequences  ;  and  beholding  them,  he 

Juggemant  cruriiing  to  death  its  wretched  devo-  **  keeps  silence,"  and  refrains  from  executing 

tee*-— the  human  victims  which  are  tortured  and  Immediate  and  deserved  punishment, 

sacrificed,  to  gratify  the  ferocity  of  some  bar*  This  part  of  the  divine  character,  when  seri* 

barous  chie^die  savage  hordes  of  New  Zea-  oudy  considered,  is  calcuhitad  to  excite  strong 

land,  feasting  on  the  flesh  of  their  fellowwinen,  emotions  of  admtratien  and  wonder ;  and  these 

whom  they  have  cruelly  butchered,  and  drinking  emotions  must  be  raised  to  their  highest  pitch, 

their  blood  out  of  human  skulls — the  Indians  «  when  we  consider  the  many  instruments  of  veo- 

America,  tearing  with  pincera  tlie  flesh  of  their  geance  which  are  every  moment  wieided  by  the 

prisoners,  and  enjoying  a  diabolical  pleasure  in  hand  of  the  Almighty.     If  forbearance  were 

beholding  their  torment*— the  haughty  inquisi*  owing  to  tmpeCsnee,  or  a  want  of  means  for  the 

tors  of  Spain  insulting  their  devoted  victims,  infliction  of  retributive  justice,  our  admiration 

in  the  name  of  the  mereifol  Saviour,  and  prepare  woUM  cease.    But  all  the  elements  of  nature  are 

ing  tortures,  and  stakes,  and  flaroes  for  their  de-  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  Gofvemor  of 

•truelion— ^  assassin  plunging  his  dagger  into  the  univerae ;  and,  in  a  thousand  nwdes  inoom« 

his  neighbour's  bos<mi— the  mi&ight  roUter  en-  prdiensiUe  by  us,  He  could  make  them  the  in- 

tering  into  the  abode  of  bonect  inJustry,  stran-  struments  of  hb  vengeance  to  chaslisa  a  guilty 

glingits  inmates,andcarrTingoff  their  treasures  world.    **  For  in  bis  hand  is  the  soni  of  every 

—the  kidnapper  tearing  toe  poor  Afiican  from  living  thing,  and  the  breath  of  all  mankind.**  Lei 

his  wife  and  children,  and  native  huid— 4he  un-  us  consider,  for  a  IKtle,  some  of  those  agents 

feeling  phnter  and  oveneer  lashing  his  degraded  which  lie  within  the  sphere  of  our  kaowled|ge  in 

slaves— tyrants  and  penecutors  dragging  "  the  the  system  of  nature, 

excellent  ones  of  the  earth**  to  prisons,  to  dun-  Of  all  the  elements  of  nature,  fliere  u  none 

Ceon«,and  to  gibbet*— the  malevolent  and  en-  more  deHghtfid  and  beautifid  in  its  effectp  thar 
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l^ikL  "TralyUielicbtuiwMt,  andaplMMBt  lo  the  distance  of  a  thonmid  auOkm  </ aiQii 
thing  it  is  fiNT  the  eyee  to  behold  the  bub."  It  aiigbt  be  enplojed  at  mtaisten  ef  Wft^jnmtm, 
diffmes  a  ihoutand  ahadet  of  cdouring  oror  the  There  are  at  laaat  a  hundred  eomtU  eonneeled 
kiUa,  the  vales*  the  riTers,  and  the  boundle*  doep,  with  the  solar  systen,  which  are  aooving  in  aC 
and  opens  to  our  new  the  glorious  host  of  hea*  directions,  and  crossing  the  orbits  of  the  eaitb, 
m.  Yet  this  delightful  visitant,  by  a  slight  and  the  other  planets.  Were  the  orbit  of  ona  of 
■edification,  fren  the  hand  of  Onuiipoience,  is  theee  bodies,  in  its  approach  to  the  sun,  la  ba 
capable  of  being  transfomed  into  the  most  de-  beot  in  a  direction  to  that  ef  the  earth,  the  BMst 
Btructtve  element  in  nature.  Light  flies  firom  the  alarming  phenomena  woom  ae  eibibitsd  in  tha 
sun  at  tlie  rate  of  tOO,000  miles  in  a  second  of  heayens.  A  ruddy  globe,  larger  in  appeaianea 
time ;  and  it  is  owing  to  its  particles  being  al-  than  the  moon,  would  first  announce  terror  to  the 
most  infinitely  small,  that  ws  feel  no  ineonveni-  inhabitants  of  the  earth— eveiy  day  this  terrific 
ence  from  their  rapid  velocity.  But,  were  the  abject  would  mcrease  in  size,  tiU  it  appeared  to 
Creator  to  condense  several  millions  of  these  611  the  celestial  hemisphere  with  its  tremendooa 
particles  into  one,  or  impel  them  with  a  still  disk  ^-Ihe  light  of  the  sun  would  be  aolipaed— 
greater  velocity,  die  solid  crast  of  our  globe  the  stars  would  disappear— the  ocean  would  ba 
would  be  peribratod  and  shattered  in  every  point  thrown  into  violent  agitation,  and  toss  its  bifiowa 
by  Ibis  celestial  artilleiy,  and  its  inhabitanta  to  the  clouds— the  ewth  would  **  reel  to  and  fi«| 
wouM  soon  be  battered  to  atoms.  like  a  drunkard'^-Hind  universal  alarm  and  con- 
Again,  the  otoMspAsTf  which  aurrounds  osi  iuaioB  wouU  seize  upon  all  the  tribea  of  thelivi- 
and  in  which  we  live  and  breathe ;  which  coo-  ing  worid.  At  length,  this  trsoKndous  orb  woidd 
tains  the  principles  of  life ;  which  hm  ua  widi  approadi  with  accelerated  velocity,  and,  sirikii^ 
its  gentle  gales,  and  wafts  to  oor  ears  the  bar-  the  earth  with  a  srask,  as  if  heaven  and  eaiili 
monies  of  music— is  capable  of  being  converted  had  burst  asunder,  wouU  ahivsr  the  ^obe  into 
into  an  instrument  of  terror  and  destruction.  It  firagasents,  and  Sot  ever  sgttanninata  ths  taoa  «f 
is  composed  chiefly  of  two  different  ingredients ;  man. 

one  of  these  is  the  principle  of  flame^— and  if        It  will  at  ones  ba  admitted,  ay  every  one  who 
die  other  ingredient  were  extracted  (rom  the  aU  a49knpwledgsa  the  incessant  agen^  of  aSiiqirsaai 
mosphere,  and  this  principle  (eft  to  exert  its  nap  Bemg  ia  the  moveaaents  of  ilie  universe,  that  any 
tive  energy  without  control,  instantly  the  forests  one,  or  all  of  these  effects  combined,  are  widiia 
wouM  be  in  a  blaze ;  the  hardest  metala,  and  the  the  compass  of  Omnipotence ;  and  not  oaly  m>, 
most  solid  rocks,  would  melt  like  wax ;  the  wa^  but  they  roi^t  all  be  accomplished  with  iMiifie 
ters  of  the  ocean  would  add  ftiel  to  the  raging  energy  in  the  course  of  a  few  momenta.    If  pmqr 
element ;  and,  in  a  fsw  minutea,  the  whole  ex-  man,  by  his  mechanical  dexterity,  can  suddenly 
pause  of  oar  globe  would  be  enveloped  in  one  atop  a  stupendous  madiine  which  he  has  put  in 
devouring  flame.  motion — ^if  he  can  impel  red-hot  balls  at  the  raio 
Again,  the  globe  on  which  we  reoide  is  whirl-  of  £00  miles  an  hour-^if  he  can  extract  thaoij* 
ing  xxMind  its  axis  eveiy  twenty-fiair  hours,  and  gen  from  a  small  portion  of  the  atnKwphcre,  and 
is  carried  round  the  sun  with  a  still  greater  v^  cause  it  to  set  on  fire  the  haideat  metallic  aub- 
k>city.    Shoukl  that  Almighty  arm  which  first  stances    we  cannot  doubt  for  a  aoaaent,  that, 
impelled  it  in  its  career,  cause  theee  motions  with  infinitely  greater  eassy  the  Abiigbty  «ouhl 
suddenly  to  cease,  mountains  wooU  be  tumbled  atop  the  earth  in  itaaareer,  aeparata  the  eompo* 
into  the  sea,  forests  torn  up  by  thmr  roots,  cities  nent  parts  of  the  atmospfiere,  aet  on  fire  tha 
overthrown  and  demolished,  all  nature  would  be  foundations  of  the  mountaina,  or  impel  the  bias- 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  terror  and  destruction  ing  comet  towards  the  earth,  to  crush  it  to  nrnwa 
would  overwhelm  the  inhabitants  of  the  world.  That  God  has  been  a  constant  speot^or  of  tha 
Not  only  the  stopping  of  the  earth's  motions,  wickedness  of  man  fi>r  four  thomnnd  years ;  that 
but  even  a  new  direction  given  to  its  axis  of  ro-  he  has,  during  all  that  period,  wielded  in  hia 
tation,  would  be  productive  of  the  most  &tal  hands  so  many  terrific  ministers  of  veBgeaaca ; 
effecta.    I'he  earth's  axis  at  present  is  directed  and  that  he  has  hitherto  refiraioed  from  exeeuti^ 
to  certain  points  of  the  heavens,  from  which  it  deaerved  punishment  on  the  wofkers  of  iniqoitj 
never  deviates,  but  in  a  very  small  degree ;  but  — is,  thereCbra,  a  striking  evidence  tliat  hia  mercy 
were  the  hand  of  Omnipotence  to  bend  it  ao  aa  is  infinite,  and  that  he  ia  '*  loag-aaffering  and 
to  make  it  point  in  a  different  direction,  the  ocean  alow  to  angar,  not  willing  that  any  sbouU  psrjiht 
wouU  abandon  its  preaeot  bed,  and  overflow  the  but  that  all  should  come  to  repentance." 
land  ;  and  a  second  universal  deluge  would  ovei^        It  wook),  however,  be  a  most  UBwarraniabI* 
whelm  all  the  monuments  of  human  grandeur,  eenclnsion,  from  this  circomataaoe,  to  imagine 
and  sweep  the  earth's  inhabitanta  into  a  watery  that  God  beholds  with  indiffetvnoe  the  aeeaes  of 
grave.  iniquity  that  are  hourly  preaented  before  him.  I» 
Agam,  not  only  die  elesMnts  which  immedi-  order  to  show  that  he  is  not  an  unconcerned  apea- 
Btaly  sumwiid  us,  buteven  celestial  bodies  which  tator  of  the  ways  of  men,  and  that  the  inein»» 
a^  juat  now  invisible  to  our  sight,  and  removed  nenta  of  punishment  are  always  in  hia  hand,  hv 
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•daetflfeMS  **eo«*lli.<Mt  of  hk  place,  to  punish  miilioM  of  the  raoo  of  Adam  that  then  esitted, 

the  inhahttaate  of  the  earth  lor  theif  iniquity ,"  only  ei^t  indiTidualt,  after  haTing  been  toieeQ 

and  difplaya  the  hoUneet  of  bia  nattire,  by  **  ter-  for  semen  months  on  the  trennendous  billows  of  a 

rihle  things  in  righteoQsneas."    lo  such  yisita^  bomdiees  ocean,  survived,  to  tell  to  their  potte- 


tions,  "  his  way  is  in  the  whirlwind  and  the  rity  the  tidings  of  this  universal  wreck.    The 

storm;  clouds  and  darkness  are  round  about  htm;  dreadfiil  scenes  of  horror  and   constematioo 

a  fire  goeth  bdbre  him,  and  bumeth  up  his  one-  which  must  have  been  presented  at  this  awfoi 

mies  round  about ;  the  stormy  winds  are  his  crisis ;  the  stupendous  forces  which  must  have 

messengers,  and  flames  of  fire  bts  ministers ;  the  he«i  in  operation  in  the  atmosphere  above,  and 

clouds  pour  out  their  waters ;  the  sky  sends  forth  in  the  foundations  of' the  earth  beneath,  and  the 

a  sound ;  die  voice  ef  his  thunder  is  in  the  hea-  tremendous  clash  of  elessental  war  which  must 

yens ;  his  lightnings  enlighten  the  world ;  the  have  ensued,  throughout  every  region  of  earth, 

earth  quakes  and  the  people  tremble.**    The  Anr-  air,  and  sea,-— it  is  beyond  the  power  of  the 

risaiie,  which  te«rs  up  whole  forests  by  the  roots^  huanan  imagimrtlon  to  depict,  in  all  their  terrifio 

and  tosses  them  abo<it  as  stubbie,  whidi  levels  grandeur.    But  we  have  every  reason  to  oon- 

the  lofiisst  spires  with  the  ground,  and  dashes  tiie  dude,  that  the  bottom  ot  the  ocean  was  lifted  up 

stateliest  ships  against  eadi  uther,  till  they  are  to  the  level  of  die  loAieet  mountains,  that  disrup* 

breben  into  shivers,  and  plunged  into  the  deep ;  tions  of  the  mountains  and  of  the  densest  rocks  en- 

the  Hghbdngtf  which  fill  the  atmosphere  with  sued,  that  dreadfol  expleeiuns  resounded  through* 

their  blaze,  which  shatter  the  strcvgestbuiklings,  out  the  whole  expaase  of  nature*  and  that  the 

said  sfiko  whole  herds  of  cattle  Into  a  lifeless  mighty  waters  hurled  their  biikms  with  resist* 

group ;  the  jMitfbiMe,  "  which  walketh  in  dark-  less  fory  in  every  direction,  rolling  immense 

Bess,"  and  cots  off  thousands  of  its  victims  in  a  f«cfcs  and  forests  from  one  continent  to  another, 

day ;  die  eoleane,  belching  forth  rivers  of  fire,  and  whirling  the  wrecks  of  different  regions  to 

aaosmg  surrounding  cities  to  tremble,  and  send*  the  opposite  extremities  of  the  globe, 

ing  for3i  its  beUowings  over  a  circuit  of  a  thou-  Were  it  at  any  time  the  intention  of  the 

•and  miles  ;^>thsse,  and  many  other  agents  which  Ahnigbiy  to  inflict  deserved  punishment  on  a 

are  in  operation  in  the  system  of  nature,  are  ex*  particular  district,  or  dais  of  men,  without  de* 

perimental  proofo  ef  the  dreadful  energy  of  thoae  ranging  the  whole  strudure  of  our  globe,  we  haw 

annisiers  of  destruction,  which  are  constantly  also  an  experimental  proof  how  easily  this  could 

under  the  superintendeaoe  of  the  Almighty,  and  he  effected,  even  witlieut  infi^inging  the  esta- 

of  his  ocensionaNy  using  tbsm  for  the  pnrpoee  of  blished  laws  of  nature.    He  has  only  to  condense 

diaatismg  the  nations  for  their  iniquities.  the  powerfol  energies  of  tlie  electrical  fluid  in  a 

In  particular,  the  serf Afuafts  is  one  of  the  most  large  doud,  and  lo  despatch  it  on  the  wings  of 
terrible  fad'devtroetive  instruments  of  vengsunoe.  the  wind,  to  discharge  its  thunderboUs' odr  any 
In  the  year  1756,  ths  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  particular  dty,  or  mountain,  or  phim,— and  the 
folc  at  Lisbon,  which  levelled  to  the  ground  more  work  of  destruction  is  instantly  aocoroplished. 
•hta  half  of  that  populous  city,  and  buried  fifty  A  striking  instance  of  this  kind  happened,  in 
flmnsand  of  its  inhabitants  in  the  ruins.  The  the  year  1772,  in  the  island  of  Java,  in  the  East 
shock  eilended  its  influence  over  an  extent  of  Indies.  On  the  llth  of  August,  at  the  dead 
four  millions  of  square  miles ;  and  therefore,  it  hour  of  night,  a  bright  doud  was  observed  cover- 
ts easy  to  conceive,  that,  had  a  little  greater  im-  ing  a  mountain  in  the  district  of  Oieribon,  and 
pube  been  given  to  the  physical  agents  which  at  the  same  moment  severd  reports  were  heard, 
pradooed  this  terrible  effect,  the  solki  ^obe  on  like  dioee  of  a  caiwon.  The  people  who  dwelt 
which  we  stand  might  have  been  convulsed  to  its  on  the  upper  parts  of  the  mountain  not  being  able 
esntre,  and  all  its  inhabitants  crushed  to  death,  to  fly  wMi  suffident  swiftness,  a  great  part  of 
amidst  the  universal  raiA.  the  doud,  about  nine  miles  in  cireomforence, 

We  have  also  an  expenBsatal  proof,  that  detached  itself  under  them,  and  was  seen  at  a 

thero  are  physical  principles  in  the  constitution  distance,  rismg  and  foiling  like  die  waves  of  the 

of  cor  globe,  sufficient  to  give  it  a  shock  throuf  Iih  sea,  and  emitting  globes  of  fire  so  luminous,  that 

out  every  part  of  its  iwlid  mass^  and  that  such  a  the  night  became  as  clear  as  day.    The  effecu 

shook,  at  one  psriod,  it  aetually  received.   When  of  this  dreadful  explosion  were   astonishing, 

the  wickedness  of  man  became  great  upon  the  £very  thing  was  destroyed  for  twenty  miles 

^arth,  "when  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  around.     The  houses  were  demolished;  the 

of  his  heart  was  only  evil  ■  oontuiuaOy,"  the  plantations  were  buried  in  the  earth  ;  vast  nuro* 

feuntains  of  the  great  deep  were  broken  up,  the  hers  of  goats,  sheep,  and  horses,  and  IMO  head 

cataracts  of  heavso  wero  opened,  and  the  whole  of  catde  were  destroyed  ;  and  above  two  thou* 

sdid  crust  of  our  globe  reesived  such  a  shock  as  saod  human  beings  were  in  a  moment  plunged 

rem  the  mnuntalM  asunder,  and  burled  them  into  the  gulf  of  eternity.*    **  With  God  is  terri* 
into  the  piaias;  the  effects  cf  wfcich  are  still 

eisihU   in  avatv  AImm  Ai^riet^  smI  in  iK«  mh.  *  ^  '*<**>  ^ndthe  Other  llhiBtnitlons  of  tbISSttUscC 

visHNe,  i«  every  Alpine  dlstrte^  ana  in  the  sud-  ^^^  ^^      ,  consider  the  Wvlne  Being,  es^ 

Ifiruieoua  cavens  of  dm  eardu    Of  all  die  grand  agent  In  direciini  the  opeiatietts  of  tke  tlo' 
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He  BMJMly.  Who  eaa  ttand  before  bu  indi^ 
AatioA  f  who  can  abide  in  the  fiercenese  of  hii 
anger?  The  moiintaine quake  before  him ;  the 
hilbi  melt,  and  the  earth  ii  burned  at  hii  pre- 
■enee,"~'<  Let  all  the  earth  fear  the  Loid ;  let 
all  the  inhabitant!  of  the  world  itaiKl  in  awe  of 
him." 

Thoa  it  appean,  that  Glod  it  not  an  unoonoem- 
ed  spectator  of  the  waye  of  mco— -that  be  bai 
every  moment  at  bis  command  the  meet  d^ 
structive  element!  of  nature — and  that  we  have 
abundant  proo6  that  these  destructive  elements 
have  been  occasionally  used,  for  inflicting  con- 
dign punishment  on  the  workers  of  iniquity. 
Notwithstanding  these  resources  of  veQgeance, 
we  6nd,  by  experience,  that  his  mercy  is  ewp- 
eised,  (h>m  year  to  y  ev,  and  from  century  to  cen- 
tury, towards  a  world,  the  majority  of  whose 
inhabitants  are  daily  trampling  under  foot  his  sa^ 
cred  initiintidhs,  and  his  holy  laws.  The  in* 
stances  which  occur,  of  the  devastations  of  the 
hurricane,  the  thunder,  the  volcano,  the  earth- 
quake, and  the  pestilence,  are  comparatively  few, 
and  seem  intended  chiefly  to  arouse  the  attention 
of  thoughtless  and  ungrateful  man ;  to  prevent 
him  from  running  to  the  extreme  <tf  wickedness ; 
and  to  convince  him  thM  the  Most  High  nileth 
in  the  kingdoms  of  men,'*  and  that  "  verily 
there  is  a  God  who  judgeth  in  the  earth."  Hence 
we  sMy  perceive  the  striking  emphasis  of  the 
language  of  the  inspired  writers :  '*  The  Lord 
is  «/ois  to  angtr^  and  yet  *<  gnai  mpMoer,** 

This  display  of  the  exercuie  of  perfect  'sel^ 
command  in  tlie  Divine  Mind,  is,  therefore, 
ealcufaited,  as  well  as  his  wisdom  and  goodness, 
to  inspire  us  with  emotions  of  reverence,  admi* 
ration,  and  love.    "  The  Lord  is  mercifiil  and 


ments,  but  without  infringing  those  general  laws 
which  are  found  to  operate  with  undeviatlng  con> 
stancy  in  the  system  of  the  universe.  To  explore 
the  maimer  lirwhich  those  general  laws  are  directed 
to  produce  certain  specific  elTects,  in  reference  to 
particular  regions  and  trlhes  of  mankind,  must  oh- 
vlottsly  be  beyond  the  limlte  of  our  faculties ;  unless 
we  could  enter  into  all  the  designs  of  the  Eternal 
Mindy-when  he  gave  birth  to  the  universe,  and  ar* 
ranged  Its  elementary  parts;  and  unless  we  could 
take  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  remotest  tenden> 
des  of  the  elements  of  nature,  and  the  times  and 
circumstances  in  which  they  shall  produce  a  speciilo 
and  extraordinary  effect.  All  these  tendencies  and 
circumstances  were  before  the  mind  of  the  Eternal 
Jehovah,  when  he  established  the  plan  of  his  moral 
government;  and,  therefore,  whatever  events  may 
occur  in  the  physical  system,  must  be  considered  as 
the  accomplishment  of  his  moral  purposes,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  moral  agents  he  has  created.  It  would 
be  presumptuous  in  so  Itmlied  a  being  as  man,  to 
determine,  in  every  case,  what  is  the  precise  moral 
reason  of  the  extraordlnarv  iestructlve  effects  of 
physical  agents.  We  can  only  say,  in  general,  that 
they  are  connected  with  the  sin  and  depravity  of 
man.  But,  at  that  solemn  day,  when  the  reasons  of 
the  divine  dispensations  shall  be  laid  open,  it  will 
pertiaps  be  frond,  that  such  uncommon  and  alarm- 
ing effects  were  the  punlshmeut  of  aggravated 
trausgiessions,  the  peculiar  malignity  and  tendency 
of  which  were  removed,  in  a  great  measure,  beyond 
lbs  sphere  of  general  observation. 


grmciotts,  sk>w  to  anger,  and  plsntaoni  iaaaawy 
As  the  heaven  is  high  above  toe  earth,  so  gnm 
is  his  mercy  towani  them  tliat  fear  him.    Bkm 
the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  ibrgat  not  all  hif 
beneflu." 


SECTION  VI. 

OF  THB  ASCTITUDB  Of   THB    DITOOI 
CHARAGTXK. 

Another  perfection  in  the  character  of  God« 
which  is  calculated  to  inspire  coa6dence  and  al^ 
faction,  is  his  Juttiee,  or,  the  Reatihide  of 
nature. 

The  rectitude  of  the  Divine  Being,  in  its 
extensive  sense,  ctmsists  in  doing  that  which,  m 
all  cases,  u  rights  upon  the  whoU ;  or,  b  othor 
words,  that  which  will  have  the  greatest  leu- 
deney  to  promote  the  order  and  happiness  of  his 
universal  empire,  k  indudes  under  it,  tha 
idea  of  diifritalmf  justice,  which  ooBsists  in  r»> 
warding  the  good,  and  punishing  the  fa»d«  re- 
cording to  equitable  laws,  calculated  to  prodoca 
barmooj  and  happiness  ihroughoot  the  wliole 
intelligent  system.  This  perfection  of  the  Deity 
may  be  considered  as  a  brandi  of  his  geneni 
btn«9oUnc$f  which  appean  to  be  the  aooree  of 
aO  his  moral  attributes,  and  the  apriag  cf  all 
his  actioas.  The  dis|4ay  of  his  natiual  and 
moral  perfections,  and  the  general  happiness  of 
the  intelligences  vrhich  exist  throngboat  bis  in- 
mense  and  eternal  empire,  appear  to  be  the  great 
objeots  in  view,  in  bis  moral  govemnent  of  the 
univeme  :  and,  in  order  tosacure  these  objects, 
it  is  requisite  that  justice  be  impartially  adni- 
nistered,  according  to  the  eternal  roles  of  recti- 
tnde^  and  that  **  every  mm  be  rewarded  aoeontiag 
to  his  works." 

That  this  attribute  is  possrssed  by  the  Divina 
Being,  in  the  highest  degree,  appears  finm  tha 
following  considerations.  He  exists,  and  haa 
always  existed,  completely  md^etukiU  of  ail  his 
creatures ;  he  is  in  the  actual  possess  ion  of 
boundless  felicity,  which  no  other  being  can  ia- 
temipt ;  and  is  consequently  liable  to  no  eril, 
nor  diminution  of  enjoyment.  He  is  oauripstwif, 
and  therefore  can  accomplish  whatever  he  pie^ 
ses,  and  can  effectually  prevent  whatever  night 
detract  from  his  happiness,  or  disturb  the  order 
of  his  government.  He  has,  therefore,  nothing 
to  fear  from  any  other  being,  and  can  desire 
nothing  from  his  ereatorea  to  increase  his  feli- 
city. Consequendy,  no  pouible  mofioe  er  fcmp* 
tation  can  emsf,  to  induce  him  to  inflict  an  act  of 
injustice  on  any  of  the  intellectual  beings  he  baa 
formed.  Injustice,  among  men,  proceeds  either 
firom  want  of  intelligence  In  discriminate  be- 
tween what  is  right  and  wrong  ;  from  want  vf 
power  to  bring  their  purposes  into  efied ;  (ti^m 
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the  bv  of  fome  •▼U  or  dindvuitago  which  may  rniable,  in  many  inatancM,  to  traca  the  ditplaj 

ariM  from  the  impartial  dbtribation  of  justice ;  of  tbii  perfection  in  his  dispeneatione  toward*  tbo 

from  the  idea  of  some  imaginary  good  of  which  inhabitants  of  oar  worid.    This  is  owing,  in  part, 

they  might  be  deprived ;  from  some  mental  do-  lothe  false  maxims  by  which  we  (urm  a  judgment 

feet  incident  to  the  present  state  of  humanity ;  of  his  procedure ;  to  the  limited  views  we  are 

firom  some  prejudice  against  the  individuals  to-  obliged  to  take  of  the  ol^ects  olC  his  govemroem ; 

wards  whom  justice  ought  to  be  administered ;  to  the  want  of  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 

or  from  the  indulgence  of  some  cruel  and  de-  whole  plan  of  his  dispensations,  and  the  ends  to 

praved  dispositions.    But  none  of  these  causes  bo  eflTected  by  them ;  to  the  limited  views  we 

or  motives  can  exist  in  the  mind  of  tho  Ail-per-  have  acquired  of  the  whole  range  of  his  oniTor- 

feet  and  infinite  Creator.    His  comprehensive  sal  dominions ;  and  to  our  ignorance  of  the  rela- 

eye  takes  in,  at  one  glance,  all  the  circumstances,  tions  which  may  subsist  between  our  work!  and 

even  the  most  minute,  on  which  a  righteous  de-  tho  inhabitants  of  other  provinces  of  the  divine 

cision  depends ;  he  is  no  "  respecter  of  per-  Empire.    We  behold  many  of  **  the  excellent  of 

ions ;"  he  can  indulge  no  malevolent  disposi-  the  earth,**  pining  in  the  abodes  of  poverty,  and 

tions ;  be  can  expect  no  accession  of  enjoyment  almo9t  unnoticed  by  their  fellow-men  ;  while  we 

from  an  act  of  injustice ;  he  has  nothing  to  fear  t>ehold  the  wicked  elevated  to  stations  of  power, 

firom  (he  execution  of  his  decisions ;  his  power  is  and  encircled  with  riches  and  splendour.    From 

all-sufficient  to  bring  them  into  full  effect,  at  the  a  false  estimate  of  true  enjoyment,  we  are  apt 

time,  and  in  the  manner,  which  is  most  coodu-  to  imagine,  that  misery  surrounds  the  one,  and 

eive  to  the  happiness  of  the  universe ;  and  his  be-  that  happiness  encircles  the  other;    and  that 

nevolence,  which  n  displayed  throughout  all  his  there  is  an  apparent  act  of  injustice  in  these  di& 

works,  efiectoally  prevents  him  from  withholding  ferent  allotments ;  whereas,  God  may  have'plaoed 

good,  or  infUeting  evil,  beyond  the  detert  of  the  the  one  in  the  midst  of  worldly  prosperity  as  a 

sotgects  of  his  government.  punishment  for  his  sins,  and  the  other  in  obacti- 

This  character  of  the  Deity  is  amply  exhibit-  rity,  as  a  stimulus  to  the  exercise  of  virtue.    We 
ed  and  confirmed  in  the  declarations  of  Sacred  behold  a  man  of  piety  and  benevolence  fidling 
Scripture,  where  it  is  asserted,  that  **  He  is  a  before  the  dagger  of  an  assassin,  who  escapes 
GKkI  of  truth,  and  without  iniquity ;  just  and  with  impunity :  we  are  startled  at  the  dispensa^ 
right  is  he."  *<  Thou  art  just,"  says  Nehemiah,  tion,  and  confoimded  at  the  mystery  of  pron- 
''in  all  that  is  brought  upon  us ;  for  thou  hast  dence,  and  ore  apt  to  exclaim,  **  Is  there  not  a 
done  right,  but  we  have  done  wickedly."  '*  Shall  God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth  9*'  But,  we  are  ig- 
nortal  man  be  more  just  than  God  ?  Surely  God  norant  of  the  rdation  iK'hich  such  an  event  bean 
will  not  do  wickedly,  neither  will  Uie  Almighty  to  the  genend  plan  of  the  divine  government— 
perrert  judgment.    Wilt  thou  condemn  Him  ofthe  links  in  the  chain  of  events  which  preoed- 
that  is  most  just?  Is  it  fit  to  say  to  a  king,  ed  it,  and  of  those  which  shall  fellow  in  its  train. 
Thou  art  wicked ;  or  to  princes.  Ye  are  ungod-  We  are  ignorant  of  the  relation  it  bears  to  par- 
ly ?  How  much  less  to  him  who  aocepteth  not  ticular  fiiraiUes  and  societies,  or  to  the  nation  at 
Che  persons  of  princes,  nor  regardeth  the  rich  large  in  which  it  happened,  and  even  to  all  the 
more  than  the  poor  T**--^' The  righteous  Lord  nations  o!  the  earth.  An  event  apparently  trivial, 
loveth  righteousness;  he  shall  judge  the  world  in  or  mysterious,  or,  according  to  our  views,  im- 
righteousness ;  he  shall  minister  judgment  to  the  just,  may,  for  aught  we  know,  fbrm^an  essential 
people  in  uprightness.     Justice  and  judgment  link  in  that  chain  of  events  which  extends  from 
SM  the  foundation  of  his  throne.    The  Lord  our  the  commencement  of  time  to  its  consummation, 
God  is  righteous  in  all  his  works  which  he  which  runs    through  a  thousand   worids,  and 
doth."    "  I  am  the  Lord  who  exercise  judgment  stretches  into  the  depths  of  eternity.    We  all 
and  righteousness  in  the  earth."    "  God  is  not  know,  that  some  of  the  most  appalling  scenes  of 
unrighteous  to  forget  your  work  and  labour  of  terror  and  destruction  have  oflen  proceeded  from 
*ovo  which  ye  have  showed  towards  his  name.—-  an  apparently  trivial  accident,  and  that  events  of 
Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works.  Lord  GKxi  the  greatest  importance  have  originated  from 
Almighty ;  ju$t  and  true  are  Uiy  ways,  thou  King  causes  so  inconsiderable  as  to  be  almost  over* 
of  saints."  The  equitable  laws  which  he  has  pro-  looked.    The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Socio- 
mulgated  to  his  creatures;  the  justice  be  re-  ty,  which  now  engages  the  attention  ofthe  whole 
quires  to  be  exercised  by  one  man  to  another ;  mass  of  the    Christian  worid,  and  whose  b»> 
his  promises  of  reward,  and  his  threatenings  of  neficent  effects  will  soon  extend  to  thf  remotest 
puaishment ;    and    the    impressive   judgments  comers  of  the  workl,  derived  its  ori^n  from  a 
which  he  has  executed  on  individuals,  on  nations,  casual  conversation  between  a  fbw  obscure  indi- 
and  on  the  world  at  large,  all  bear  testimony  to  viduals,  on  the  subject  of  distributing  the  Scrip- 
the  existence  of  perfect  rectitude  in  die  divine  tures.  And  the  apparently  trivial  eireomstanoe, 
diaraeter.  of  observing  that  a  certain  mineral  substaoos, 

Bat,  although  Scripture  and  Reason  conibine  when  left  free  to  move  itself,  unifbmiy  poiili 

In  attsstiog  the  immutable  justice  of  God,  we  are  towards  the  north,  has  been  the  meaoS|  Mt  co^ 
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tfthB  knowMn  we  have  ao(|uired  of  the  differ*  In  the  meui  time,  Ood  hu  not  left  hiaHeBT 

ent  regions  oToor  globe,  but  of  ini|Muling  to  without  a  witoeee  to  the  inpertiali^  oT  hie  joe- 

■dllioM  oTmankind  ineelculeble  Ueeetngi,  which  tice  in  hie  ellotments  towards  men,  in  that  he  hie 

win  deeeeod  to  their  poeterity  to  the  latest  gede-  inTariably  comiected  tmagry  with  Iht  tfiotatiem  ^ 

ntione.  Aw  lam$,  and  htqipiiuM  with  tht  eftesriwnet  ^ 

Henoe  it  appears,  that,  in  our  present  circun»-  Ihem,     However   difierent  the  allotments   of 

■tanoes,  we  are  altogether  incompetent  to  form  a  mankind  may  be,  in  regard  to  wealth,  honour,  or 

oorrecl  judgment  of  what  is  juet  or  m^ust  in  the  station,  it  holds  invariably  true,  that  **  ther    is 

ations  of  the  Abnigfaty,  unlees  we  no  peace,"  or  subetantial  happiness,  '<  to 


eould  survey,  with  the  eye  of  a  seraph,  the     wicked ;"  and  that  *<  the  man  is  binwed  k 
anpieplan  of  the  divine  government,— the  whole     lears  the  Lord,  and  deligbts  in  his  command 


chain  of  Ood's  disMnsations  towards  our  raoer-  ntents."*    Place  a  man  on  the  highest  pinnacle 

the  numerous  worlds  and  beings  over  which  bis  of  earthly  grandeur,  and  let  him    indulge  in 

moral  government  extends,— the  relation  which  schemes  of  ambition,  avarice,  pride,  reven^ 

the  events  now  passing  among  us  bear  to  other  cruelty,  and  other  violations  of  the  divine  law, 

moral  intelligeacea,  either  as  subjects  of  con-  and  he  may  as  soon  attempt  to  stop  the  sun  is 

tomplation,  as  warnings  of  the  danger  of  apos-  bis  course,  as  to  expect  subetantial  enjoyment 

tacy  from    God,    or  as  motives  to  universal  while  he  continues  in  the  indulgenoe  of  sudi  mn- 

■obiection  and  obedience^— and  the  oonnexione,  .  levolent  pamioas.    Plaoe  another  in  the  moet 

bearings,  and  dependencies  of  the  whole  of  that  obecure  abode  of  human  life,  and  let  him  exercise 

moral   system    which   emhraoes    unnumbered  piety,  benevolence,  humility,  and  every  other 

worlds,  and  constitutes  one  grand  and  boundless  Christian  temper ;  and  he  will  enjoy  a  peace,  an 

eminre,  under  the  govemssent  of  the  Creator. —  equanimity,  and  a  portion  of  happinen,  wUcb 

Even  then,  with  the  eye  and  the  mind  of  a  finite  the  wicked  can  never  possess,  and  which  the 

intelligenoe,  we  should  occasionally  meet  with  wealth  of  the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take 

events  which  woidd  surpass  our  comprehension,  away.    Hence  it  is,  that  we  behold  so  many  ia- 

and  be  altogether  inexplicable,  on  the  grounds  of  stances  of  disgust  at  life,  and  of  selMestmctiooy 

the  knowledge  we  had  previously  i^oired,  and  among  thoee  who  are  elevated  to  stations  of  pow- 

shottld  stiK  be  constrained  to  exdaim,  *^  O  the  er,  and  surrounded  with  every  kind  of  sensitive 

depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wisdom  and  the  enjoyment.— This  consideration,  of  itself,  shouU 

knowledge  oC  Grodi  How  unsearchable  are  bis  silence  every  murmur  that  is  apt  to  arise  at  the 


judgments,  and  bis  ways  past  finding  out !"  dispensations  oC  GM's  providence,  and  conviaee 

But  aldioo^  "  doude  and  darkness"  at  pre-    us  that  <*  he  is  righteous  in  all  bis  ways,  and 


bang  over  the  ways  of  the  Almighty,  so    holy  in  aQ  bis  woriis." 
that  we  cannot,  in  every  instance,  perceive  the        On  the  whole,  then,  it  appears,  that  Ae  justice 


rectitude  of  his  procedure,  we  may  rest  satisfied  of  God  has  a  tendency  to  inspire  us  with 

that  **  justice  and  judgment  are  for  ever  the  dence,  and  love,  and  joy,  no  lem  than  his  mercy 

fettodation  of  his  throne ;"  and  we  are  assured,  and  benevolence.    Were  it  not  for  this  perlectkm 

by  the  Sacred  Oracles,  that  a  period  is  approach*  of  the  divine  character,  onmipotenee  might  be* 

ing,  when  the  mystery  of  Providence  will  be  un-  conse  a  most  terrifie  and  tmnendoue  attribute  of 

ibUed,  and  when  all  its  dark  and  perplexing  the  Deity^    We  should  have  no  motive  but  thai 

events,  in  reference  to  this  worM,  vnll  be  ex-  offtar  to  stimulate  us  to  obedience ;  we  should 

plained  to  the  full  conviction  of  all  its  assembled  feel  no  security  against  danger,  and  distress,  and 

inhabitants.    For  *'  God  hath  sppointed  a  day  the  perpetual  recurrence  dT  spectacles  of  vein 

in  which  he  will  judge  the  world  m  righUenmnn  gevocn,  and,  in  the  course  of  ages,  the  spacious 

by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordMned ;  whereof  he  univeree  might  be  transfermed  into  an  immense 

hath  given  assurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  region  of"  lamentation,  and  mourning, and  wo.* 

hath  raised  him  from  the  deed.**    Then  "  the  Were  it  not  (or  this  perfection,  the  benevolence 

sscrets  of  sU  hearts"  shall  be  disclosed,  and  of  the  Deity  would  degenerate  into  weakness  and 

every  man  rewarded  **  according  to  his  works  ;"  imbecility.      Wicked  men,  and  other  depraved 

for,  ^  God  riiall  bnng  every  work  into  judgment,  intelligenoes,  presunking  on  freedom  from  impu- 

witb  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  g<x)d,  or  nity,  snd  their    diabolical  passions  acquiring 

whether  it  be  evil."    Then  it  will  be  clearly  strength  and  vigour,  by  long  exercise,  would  cury 

perceived,  that  **  verily  there  is  a  reward  fer  the  misery  and  destruction  in  their  train,  wherever 

righteous,  and  that  there  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in  th^  exerted  their  energies ;  and  would  interrupt, 

the  earth."    Tlien  the  rectitude  of  iAtav^f  in  and  ultimately  destroy  the  harmony  and  felicity 

every  part  of  his  BMNml  administration,  will  of  the  intelligent  universe.    Bik,  while  we  re- 

sbbe  forth  in  all  its  kistre ;  a  visible  and  ever-  eognixe  the  rectitude  of  the  divine  diaracter  as 

lasting  distinction   will  be  made  between  the  an  immutable  attribute  of  Deity,  we  can  looh 

ligneous  and  the  wicked,  and  the  whole  intelli-  forward  with  confidence  through  all  the 

C  creation  will  plaiaty  discern  between  "  htm 

served  God,  and  him  that  served  him  not,**  "FsaL  sariL  >. 
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^am  of  CUB6,  unl  to  aU  tboM  eternal  ioenei  work  permitted,  mi^thaTO  been  ^roMeuted  tot 

whkh  shall  moceed   the  demolition  of  the  pre-  much  greater  extent. 

Mat  ajaten  of  thingi,  fully  aawred,   that  <3od  I  might  also  have  illustrated  this  subject  Irnai 

Is  the  UBiversal  Protector  of  his  uonumbered  ofi-  a  consideration  of  thardcOionM  in  which  God 

spring^ihat  his  power  will  never  be  interposed  stands  to  us,  and  to  all  his  creatures.    He  ia 

to  inflict  an  act  of  u^tiee — diat  no  intelligent  our  Creator,  and  we  are  the  workmanship  of  hit 

being  will  erer  suffer  a  punishment  beyond  his  hands.    He  formed  our  bodies,  and  he  sustains 

desert--«nd  that  no  happiness  which  his  bene-  our  spirits.    His  physical  energy  is  felt  by  us 

voience  has  devised,  and  his  word  haa  promiaed,  eveiy  moment,  in  making  our  hearts  to  beat,  and 

will  ever  be  withheld  from  those  **  who  put  their  our  lungs  to  play,  and  in  impelling  the  crimson 

trast  in  his  name,  and  hearken  to  the  voice  ofhia  fluid  which  circulates  in  our  bodies,  through  a 

commandments."  thousand  different  tubes. '  To  him  we  are  in-- 

Thna  I  have  endeavoured  to  show^  that  lon^to  debted  for  life,  and  all  its  comforts ;  and  for  all 

God,  which  is  the  first  principle  of  the  moral  the  powers,  capatitiea,  and  privileges,  which 

law,  is  founded  upon  the  natural  and  moral  per-  dignify  our  nature,  and  exalt  us  above  the  lower 

fections  of  the  Dcity^-cbaC  the  attributes  of  Omni-  ranks  of  existence.    He  is  our  i^assrverand 

poUnecy  teisdem,  gvoditeM,  mercy,  fnhmnmct,  bountiful  Ben^^SioCor,  who  **  sustains  our  soub 

and  jwKAc^i  are  calculated  to  excite  this  noble  in  lifo,*'  who  supports  the  course  of  nature,  ia 

afieeiion  to  the  highest  degree  in  the  minds  of  its  diversified  movements,  and  ''  daily  loads  us 

all  holy  intelligences.    I  might  also  have  illua-  with  his  benefits.**    To  his  superintending  pr<^ 

irated  this  subfeet  from  considerations  drawn  vidence  we  are  indebted  for  the  fbod  we  eat,  tiie 

from  the  infinity,  the  eternity,  the  immutabUityi  water  we  drink,  the  clothes  we  wear,  the  air  wo 

the  holiness,  and  veracity  of  God.     But  the  breathe,  the  light  which  cheers  us,  the  splendouri 

illustrations   already  stated,  will,  I  presume,  of  the  sun,  the  milder  radiance  of  the  moon,  the 

be  suflicient  to  demonstrate,  that  this  affection,  magnificence  of  the  starry  sky,  the  rsins  and 

in  conjunction  with  all  its  kindred  emotions,  dews  which  fertilize  the  soil ;  the  earth,  with 

ought  to  occupy  the  highest  place  in  the  human  its  nches  and  abundance ;  the  trees,  plants,  and 

heart,  and  in  the  minds  of  all  created  intelli-  waving  grain,  which   enrich   our  fidds ;  the 

genoes.  flowers  which  deck  the  meadows,  the  beautiful 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  insinuated  by  some,  that  and  magnificent  colouring  which  is  spread  over 
Che  preceding  illustrations  have  been  carried  to  the  terrestrial  landscape,  the  suocesnon  of  day 
a  greater  length  than  the  nature  of  the  subject  re-  and  night,  and  the  vicissitude  of  the  seasons, 
quired  and  it  is  readily  admitted,  that  the  mere  In  short,  to  him  we  are  indebted  for  all  the  ob- 
bgical  arguaunt  did  not  require  so  extended  jects  and  movements  around  us,  whidi  render 
illustrations.  Every  person  who  knows  the  our  abode  on  earth  convenient,  desurable,  and 
meaning  of  the  terms  made  use  o^  will  at  once  productive  of  enjoyment, 
admit,  that,  since  God  is  a  Being  possessed  of  He  is  our  Father^  and  we  are  his  children, 
almighty  power,  infinite  wisdom,  boundless  He  watdies  over  us  with  a  tender  care  ;  and, 
benevolence,  mercy,  forbearance,  and  perfect  "  as  a  fother  pitieth  his  chiUren,  so*  the  Lord 
rectitude— he  ought  to  be  loved  affectionately  and  pitieth  them  that  fear  him.**  Thu  tender  and 
supremely.  But  such  general  and  metaphysical  indissoluble  relation  binds  us  to  him  by  the 
reasoning,  though  perfectly  conclusive  and  in-  strongest  ties,  and  is  calculated  to  excite  the 
eoatrovertible,  possesses  but  a  slender  influence  most  ardent  filial  affection  and  gratitude.  He 
over  the  mind,  in  exciting  it  to  the  cultivation  of  is  our  Sovtrtign  and  Ldtogwer,  and  we  are  his 
Koly  affections.  For  the  sake  of  iwyresston,  it  is  subjects;  and  all  his  laws  are  framed  on  the 
esseattally  requisite,  that  the  various  mom/esto-  principles  of  eternal  and  immutable  rectitude, 
tiont  of  divine  perfection  should  be  presented  and  are  calculated  to  promote  the  barmooy  and 
to  the  view,  in  order  that  the  mind  may  have  a  happiness  of  the  whole  intelligent  creation.  He 
tangible  train  of  thou^t  before  it,  to  stimulate  is  our  JtfosCer,  uid  we  are  his  servants,  and  *'  hia 
its  activities,  and  its  religious  emotioBS.  Ge-  commandments  are  not  grievous."  He  is  our 
neral  views  and  reasonings  on  any  subject,  and  Friend  in  adversity,  our  JProCeetor  in  danger 
especially  on  the  subject  of  religion,  produce  a  and  in  distress ;  our  /nrtruetor,  who  has  impart- 
very  slight  impression  on  the  majority  of  man-  ed  to  us  knowledge  and  understandings  and  our 
kind.  It  b  not  owing  so  much  to  the  want  of  itedieemer,  who  **  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but 
conviction  of  the  truth  of  certain  important  pro-  delivered  him  up  br  us  all,*'  that  we  might  be 
positions  in  religion,  that  divine  truths  take  so  rescued  from  the  gulf  of  depravity  and  ruin,  and 
slender  a  hold  i  the  mind,  as  to  the  want  of  exalted  to  a  state  of  consummate  felidty.  In 
those  d^nUe  and  imtpreMtne  conceptions  which  fine,  be  is  that  being  who  is  the  inexhaustible 
can  be  acquired  only  by  a  minute  and  attentive  fountain  of  light,  of  life,  and  of  joy  to  aObekige— 
survey  of  the  works  and  the  dispensations  of  on  whom  depend  all  onr  future  prospects  in  thla 
God.  And,  in  this  point  of  view,  the  preceding  world,  and  all  the  transporting  scenes  to  whidi 
tUiistrationSibad  the  limited  natuie  of  the  present  we  look  forward  in  an  mterminable  italn  4^ 
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•xifteoM.— All  thete,  and  many  other  relaluma,  and  the  doom  of  the  impenitent,  its  approUtkf 
io  nhich  we  etand  to  the  Grod  of  heaven,  de-  and  complacency  are  not  witli^ld,  connaceb 
iDOiirtratei  that  nipreme  I«?e  to  thia  beneficoit  that  perfect  rectitude  is  the  rule  of  hisprocedtirB, 
Being,  is  the  first  and  highest  duty  of  erery  ra-  and  that  his  righteousness  will  one  daj  Im 
Uonal  ereatore  {  and  they  present  the  most  brought  to  light  before  an  assemUed  world. 
powetAi  moti?es  to  stimulate  us  to  its  exercise.  Love  to  God  includes  odiatration  ^  hi»  »m* 
But,  to  iHustrate  these  topics,  in  minute  detail,  derfid  warlu.  The  man  whose  affections  us 
would  be  inoonsistenC  with  the  limited  plan  of  directed  to  the  Supreme  Intelligence  is  not  u 
the  present  work ;  and  it  is  the  less  necessary,  indifllerent  spectator  of  the  manifesiaiioas  cl 
as  'sereral  of  them  ha?e  already  been  brought  Deity.  He  beholds  the  magnificent  canopy  d 
into  view,  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  illua-  heaven  daily  moving  around  him  in  silent  gnm- 
trations.  deur ;  his  eye  penetrates  beyond  the  appsrcol 

aspects  of  the  twinkling  luminaries  which  adon 
it,  and  surveys  the  hand  of  the  Ahnightjwbael- 

ing  stupendous  globes  through  the  immMturi" 
SECTION  yn.  Ue  regions  of  space,  and  extsoding  his  operatiooi 

throu^KMit  unnumbered  systems,  dugmwtA  mtr 


MODBS  iv  WBICB  Lovs  TO  OOS  IS  Pit-  the  bouudless  expanse  of  the  universe.    Hebe- 

FLATBD.  holds  the  great  globe  on  which  be  is  placod,  im* 

peiled  by  the  same  omnipotent  arm,  prosseuiiBf 

I  shall  now  offer  a  remark  or  two  on  the  no-  its  course  through  the  depths  of  space,  and  etf* 

tun  of  this  sublime  affection,  and  the  manner  in  cling  around  the  sun,  to  bring  about  the  rerohi- 

which  it  ought  to  be  manilested.    Love  to  God  tions  of  the  seasons.    He  contemplates  the  vut 

is  not  a  sin^  and  solitary  affection  in  the  hu-  ranges  of  mountains  that  stretch  around  it— tbs 

man  breast,  whidi  evaporates  in  a  few  transient  mass  of  waters  in  the  mighty  ocean,  and  iti  no- 

and  undefined  emotions;  but  is  the  spring  of  merous  tribes   of  animated  beings—the  "diy 

every  holy  activity,  and  is  intimately  connected  land,"  with  all  its  furniture  and  inhabitaatt- 

with  every  virtuous  emotion,  with  every  pious  the  vast  caverns,  chasms,  and  shattered  imta 

sentiment,  with  every    religious    requirement,  which  appear  in  its  interior  recesses— -and  Uie 

with  every  sensitive  enjoyment,  with  our  pre-  atmosphere  with  which  it  is  surrounded,  with 

sent  comfirts,  and  our  future  and  eternal  pros-  the  clouds,  the  lightnings,    and  the  tempests 

peels.  which  diversify  its  aspect.    He  traces  the  footp 

It  includes  in  it,  eoff^^faesm^f,  arddtghi  in  th4  steps  of  the  Almighty  in  Ms  moral  adniDiitia- 

dknrvstar  and  atbmnialra^n  ^  Chd.    Viewing  tion — ^b  the  deluge  whicli  swept  away  the  io- 

ham  as  a  self-existent  and  eternal  Being,— fill-  habitants  of  the    antedQuvian    world-4a  the 

Bg  immensity  with  his  presence,  launching  in-  burning  of  Sodom,  the  dividing  of  the  Red  ms» 

numerable  worUs  into  ex'istence,  upholding  them  the  thiuders  and  lightnings  of  Sinai— the  naai- 

all  by  the  "  word  of  bis  power,"  and  superin-  festation  of  the  Son  of  God  in  human  fiesh;  hti 

tending  the  minutest  concerns  of  all  his  offspring,  sufferings,  death,  resurrection,  and  triunpbifll 

from  this  loftiest  seraph,  through  all  the  inferior  ascension— in  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  fi 

gradations  of  existence,  to  the  smallest  animal-  Che  face  of  every  opposition,  in  the  rise  sad  AH 

cula,— the  mind  feels  the  dtost  delightfiil  em»-  of  empires,  the  4lethronemenl  of  kings,  the  bsl^ 

tions,  in  regarding  the  happiness  of  the  universe  ties  of  warriors,  and  the  convulsions  of  oation. 

as  jierfsdl^feeMrs  under  his  physical  and  moral  And,  while  he  contemplates  such  oljecU  tsd 

administration.     Contemplating  his  bounty  to  operations,  his  admirwtioin  is  excited  by  the  in- 

angeb  and  to  men,  to  the  birds  of  the  air,  tfie  comprehensible  knowledge  displayed  in  the  ooo- 

fishes  of  the  sea,  and  the  numerous  tribes  which  trivance  of  the  universe,  tho  boundless  benero- 

traverse  the  surface  of  the  Und,— his  jnercy  to-  lenoe  which  extends  over  all  these  works,  aod 

wards  our  fallen  race, — his  kMig-euffering  and  the  omnipotent  power  by  which  all  the  mighty 

forbearance  towards  wicked  nations  and  indivi-  movements  of  Creation  and  Providence  are  cT- 

duak,-^i8  faithfulness  in  the  accomplishment  fected.     And,  while  he  admires,  he  is  fiDcd 

of  his  promises  and  threatenlngs,— and  the  un-  with  strong  emotions  of  rsMrmes^  the  glorioas 

erring  rectitude  of  his  dispensations  towards  all  perfoctions  of  that  Being,  whose  mighty  hsod 

his  creatures,— the  mind  feels  supreme  appro*  conducts  those  stupendous  movements,  and  he 

bation  and  complacency  in  his  attributes,  pur-  feels  the  full  fiirceoifthe  impressive  eidiortation 

poees,andadministrations;beboklinginhischa-  of  the  psalmist,  "Let  all  the  earth  fear  the 

racter  an  excellence  and  amiableness,  a  moral  Lord ;  let  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  stand 

dignity  and  grandeur  whidi  is  not  to  be  found  in  in  awe  of  him :  for  he  spake,  and  it  was  done; 

any  created  intelligence.    Even  in  reference  to  he  commanded,  and  it  stood  fast.**    Even  the 

those  acts  of  his    government   which    appear  abstract  conceptions  we  have  of  the  iMSuan^ 

dreadfiil  and  appalluig— in  the  volcano,  the  earth-  of  the  Divine  Being,  by  wnich  he  is  present  ii 

qnake,  the  thuiiden,  the  hurricane,  this  tempest,  every  part  of  infinite  space-Hbe  sCfrB%  of  hii 


HUMIUTT  AMD  BBSIGNATIOV.  S9 


iMttioB,  Mfed  theraage  of  kb  owmtiuiiiuMwhicii  can  the  lore  of  God  be  eipeeted  to  retide  if* 

enkeeei  eo  ktimeto  kaowledge  of  the  tbeoghti,  all  iti  generoui  and  noble  ezeicitee.  Such  a  di»- 

ihe  pvrpoMf,  and  the  acttona  of  att  creatures ;  poBitioD,  aninfliag  with  all  the  other  benevolent 

are  calculaled  to  overpower  the  mind  with  emo-  afiectiona,  will  render  ihem  iweet  and  delightful : 

U008  of  veneration  and  awe,  blended  with  fisel-  it  will  render  ui  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  our  fel- 
iofi  of  af<Mtion  and  delight  at  the  reooUection  of '  low-men ;  it  will   aecure   vm    against   all    the 

the  relation  in  which  we  stand  to  this  glorious  wretched  effects  and  boisterous  passions  which 

Intelligenoe.  flow  from  haughtiness  and  pride ;  it  will  mitigate 

Again,  Love  to  God  indodea  Asiili^  and  the  sorrows,  the  perplexities,  and  anxieties  lo 


geULabosement  in  the  divine  presence.     There  which  we  are  sufajocted  in  our  earthly  pilgrim- 
is  no  disposition  which  appears  more  incom-  age ;   it  will  enable  us  to  preserve  our  minds 
patible  with  supreme  affection  for  the  Creator  tranquil  and  serene  amidst  the  provocations,  the 
than  pride,  baogktiness,  and  arrogance.    **  God  affronts,  and  the  eonlentions  to  which  we  are  ex* 
resisieth  the  proud."    Even  "  a  pnud  look"  is  poeed  in  our  intercourses  with  general  society, 
declared  to  be  an  "  abomination"  in  his  sight,  and  will  prepare  us  for  associating  with  the  in- 
And,  if  the  indulgence  of  pride  be  inconsistent  habitants  of  that  happier  world,  where  seraphic 
with  the  bve  of  God,  humility  mnst  be  regarded  kwe,  profound  reverence  of  the  Divine  Miyestj, 
as  one  of  its  essential  and  distinguishing  aocooH  and  profound  humility,  mingle  with  aU  their  in- 
panioMits.    When  a  man  who  lovea  God  re-  tercoursea  and  employments, 
fleets  on  his  amiiimn  «fid  ekomeler— thai  he  la  a  RmgmaHon  Co  the  providential  dispensations 
creature  who  derived  hia  existence  from  a  aopo-  ^  of  the  Ahni^y  is  another  manifestation  and  ac- 
rior  Being,  to  whom  he  is  indebted  for  all  bis  oompaniment  of  love  to  God.     To  be  habitually 
powers  and  foculties,  and  by  whose  power  and  disoonteoled,  and  to  murmur  and  repine  imder 
mercy  he  is  every  moment  preeerved  in  es-  the  allotments  of  his  providence,  most  obviousty 
istence ;  when  he  considers  his  Mathn   m  lAe  appear  to  be  inconsistent  with  sincere  and  ardent 
unumm    that  he  is  only  like  an  atom  in  the  in^  affection  for  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events.— 
mensity  of  creation,  when  compared  with  tha  Resignation  to  the  will  of  God  is  the  duty  of 
innumerable  beings  which  people  its  wide  do-  every  intelligent  creature  towarda  the  Creator ; 
mains— that  he  stands  near  the  bwest  part  d  and  in  proportion  to  the  degree  in  which  thio 
the  scale  of  inielligeot  eiistence,  and  that  "  all  principle  exists,  wUl  be  the  happiness  of  the  in- 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  as  grasshoppers"  tellectual  being  that  exercises  it.    Angels  are 
before  Him  who  sits  on  the  throne  of  the  heavens ;  perfoctly  happy,  because  they  are  perfectly  sub- 
when  he  recollects  that  be  has  apostatised  from  missive  to  the  will  of  their  Creatoiv— being  fUUy 
the  C3od  who  made  him,  that  be  is  guilty  of  contented  with  the  station  allotted  them  m  the 
Innomemble  violations  uf  his  righteous  bws,  and  universe,  and  completely  resigned  to  all  the  fu- 
stands  condemned  at  the  bar  of  Him  "  who  is  of  ture  services  and  allotments  which  Infinite  Wis- 
purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity  ;'*  when  he  dom  has  ordained.     Wherever  pure  affection 
contemplates  the  circumslances  in  which  he  is  towards  God  actuates  the  mind  among  the  in* 
now  placed  in  consequence  of  hb  trensgressiona  habitants  of  our  world,  it  produces  a  disposition 
—the  pains,  diseases,  poverty,  bereavements,  similar  in  kind,  though  inferior  in  degree,  to 
tind  reproaches,  to  which  he  is  subjected ;  the  that  which  animates  the  breasts  of  the  cherubim 
storms,  and  tempests,   aixl  elemental    war  to  and  the  seraphim  in  the  regions  of  bIteSi 
which  he  is  exposed ;   the  degradation  which  He,  who  is  actuated  by  this  noble  principle, 
awaits  his  body  at  the  hour  of  dissolution  and  in  regards  every  providenti^  event  as  the  appoint* 
the  mansions  of  the  tomb ;  and  the  ignorance,  ment  of  his  Father  in  heaven.    The  devouring 
the  errurs,  and  follies  into  which  he  hss  fallen  ;*~  flames  may  consume  his  habitation  to  ashes,  and 
when  he  considera  that  **  lowliness  of  mind'*  is  a  scatter  his  treasures  to  '*  the  four  winds  of  hea* 
characteristic  of  the  most  exalted  of  created  in-  ven  ;*'  the  ship  in  which  his  wealth  is  embarked 
telUgences,  who  '*veil  their  fiices"  in  the  divine  maybe  daslied  against  the  rocks,  and  sink  **  ai 
presence,  and  cheeriully  extend  their  benevolent  lead  in  the  mighty  waten  ;*'  his  friends  may  fot^ 
regards  to  the  meanest  human  being  who  is  an  sake  him  in  the  season  of  his  deepest  anxiety  and 
''  heir  of  salvation  ;*'  and,  above  all,  when  he  re-  distress;  the  wife  of  his  bosom,  whom  he  tea^ 
fleets  on  the  ineffable  grandeur  of  that  Being  derly  loved,  may  be  snatched  from  his  embraos  by 
before  whom  "  all  nations  are  as  the  drop  of  a  the  oold  hand  of  death ;  his  children,  dearer  to 
bucket,*'  he  is  convinced  that  pride  u  the  most  him  than  his  own  soul,  may  iaU  victims,  one 
unreasonable  principle  that  can  exist  in  the  hu-  after  another,  to  some  pestilential  disease,  and 
man  breast,  and  that  the  most  profound  hmnuU^  be  for  ever  removed  from  bis  sight  to  the  "  land 
ought  fur  ever  to  characterise  his  thoughts  and  of  deep  forgeifulness  ;"    his  mmiliar  friend  in 
actions,  both  in  the  presence  of  God,  and  before  whom  he  trusted  may  '*  lift  up  his  heel  against 
the  eyes  of  men.    On  such  a  character  only  will  him,**  and  load  him  with  tmmerited  rsproacfaes , 
**  the  High  and  Lofty  One  who  inhabits  eternity,"  his  own  body  may  be  chastened  with  sore  pais 
^ecik  with  complacency,  and  in  such  a  heart  alone  and  loathsome  disease ;  a  iall  from  a  bone 
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hr«aktheboii«orhMl«ff«^rmd0r  htmlaoM  Mperigr  lDllMbeMtt«l  iheCwiitMadbinra 

Hat  life ;  a  raadom  bbw  najr  bniiie  hia  ejre-balb,  oThaavaB.  Ha  feala  gratelbl that  ha  wMhr«|^ 
and  deprive  him  of  all  the  antartaiDmenu  of    iato  aiiitaMa  in  a  ChriatiaB  laad,  aad  ia  eivu- 

viaioD ;  ha  najr  ha  atrttehed  Sat  Many  long jreara  isad  aoaiety;  that  the  **  glad  tidiap  of  Mha^ 

OD  the  bad  of  laagnishiof ;  hie  oouotry  may  Moo**  have  reached  hia  eaia;  that  **God  n 

either  be  ravaged  and  hud  waate  by  deetlruyiay  loved  the  worid,  that  He  gyve  bia  only  btigaflM 

armies,  or  raiaa  and  inondatiooa  may  aweep  Bon,  that  whoaoever  balieveth  on  hin  aiight  wn 

away  the  produce  of  hia  fields.    But  wider  aU  perishi  but  ha,ve  everlasting  life,"  aad  that  entj 

such  calamitiea,  he  bows  with  suhrolieion  to  the  enjoymeat  requiaita  lor  ma  present  and  fctsra 

will  of  Him  **  who  rules  ia  the  whirlwind  aad  happiness  ia  seoured  throng  Ibis  phui  of  dirisv 

directji  the  atorm ;"  not  because  he  has  fortified  benevolence.     But  he  doea   aot  rest  Simfial 

his  mind  with  a  stoical  apalhy  and  iadiflerence  with  vague  and  general  viewa  of  these  hafMrtut 

towards  the  evils  of  life ;  aoc  becauae  he  is  rac^  benefits ;  he  coniemplatea  the  degraditioo  iM 

pable  of  feeliag  the  evils  he  is  doomed  to  suller ;  which  sin  had  pionged  him,  the  greataos  of  dM 

for  he  may  feel  them  in  the  acutest  degree,  even  miaery  fivm  which  the  low  of  Gtod  has  ddirnw 

while  he  exercises  fiiU  resignation ;  but  he  b  re-  ham,  the  moral  perfection  of  liis  nature  (e  «liidi 

signed,  becausehe  feebaswred  that  they  are  the  he  ia  now  training,  the  aerenity  af  mind  he  «• 

appointment  of  his  Almighty  Friend — that  they  periences  ia  the  practice  of  the  diviae  preecfUt 

are  parts  of  the  plan  of  unerring  wisdom--that  the  security  he  leeh  for  his  present  and  finra 

they  are  intimately  oonneeted  with  the  whole  aalety  under  the  protection  of  Onwipoieaee,  tbe 

chain  of  providence  that  runs  through  his  pre-  "  etrong  comolation''  under  (he  erib  of  lift 

sent  existence — that  they  are  intended,  in  the  which  the  promisea  of  Qod  lead  hia  to  expect^ 

sdieme  of  infinite  benevolence,  to  promote  his  the  victory  over  death  of  which  he  v  isamd 

happiness  in  a  way  which  his  limited  faeultiea  **  through  Christ  Jesus  his  Loid,*  the  rsss^ 

are  unable  at  present  to  compreliend— and  that  reciioa  of  his  body  at  the  dooe  of  time,  the  **  M* 

they  have  a  bearing  on  tbe  scenes  and  enfoy-  heavens  and  ihe  new  earth*'  to  which  he  iido 

roents  of  the  eternal  world.  And  therefore,  under  etined  at  the  dissolution  of  this  aublunaiy  qpilM, 

the  pressure  of  his  most  painfiil  feelings,  he  ■  the  alliance  into  which  ha  b  brooghtto  tlw  » 

enal»l«>d  to  adopt  the  triumphant  language  of  the  g^lic  tribes  and  other  pure  htteHigenoes,  kb  mI 

prophet,  "  Although  the  fig-tree  shall  not  Moe*  capacity  for  aasoeiatmg  with  eveiy  holjr  Mag'm 

aom,  neither  fruit  be  in  tbe  vine ;  the  bbour  of  the  universe,  and  the  endleas  juecessioa  of  trwr 

the  olive  fiiil,  and  the  fields  yield  no  meat ;  the  porting  scencea  which  wiD  hurst  upon  kb  ritv 

flock  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  be  no  through  the  ages  of  eternity.    VHiib  eoatssfb* 

herd  in  the  stall ;  yet  will  I  cMoice  in  the  Lord,  ting  these  hi^  privileges,  ia  aH  their  busibg 

I  will  be  glad  in  the  God  of  my  salvation."  While  ^d  varied  ramifications,  amotians  of  aftetM 

others  murmur  and  rage,  and  toss  themselves  Mid  gratiUide  arise  in  hw  breast  whieb  esa  vij 

like  a  wild  bull  in  a  net,  and  curse  the  supposed  he  expressed  ia  the  language  of  elevated  devaliaa> 
authors  of  their   calamities,  he  b  enabled  to 

**  possess  his  soul  in  patience,*  convmced  of  the  *  O  Bow  shall  wonts  wttb  equal  wsnalh 

plays  a  nobleness  of  muid,  and  a  heroism  which  But  Thou  canst  read  to  tteNL** 
b  *'  above  all  Greek,  above  all  Roman  fame." 

Again,  Love  to  God  comprehends  Ora^httU  "  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul!  and  aQ  that  ii 

for  the  benefits  he  bestows.    Gratitude  b  that  widim  me  Mess  his  holy  name.    Give  thsaksto 

particular  modification  of  bve  which  flows  out  the  Lord,  and  fbrget  not  all  hb  benefits;  wbe 

towards  God,  considered  as  the  Audior  and  Be-  fbrgiveth  all  thine  iniquities,  who  healeth  aB  thy 

■tower  of  all  felicity:  it  is  love  excited  by  kind-  diseases ;  who  redeemeth  thy  )ife  from  dcstmc* 

ness  communicated  from  benevolent  motives.    It  tion,  and  crowneth  thea  with  loviag-kiadBeii 

b  one  of  the  most  natural  and  obvious  manifiss-  and  tender  mereiMS." 

tations  of  that  general  principle  which  I  have  been  Nor  doee  he  feel  less  gratefU  to  God  for  hit 

hitherto  illustrating;  for  ingratitude  is  altogether  kindness  as  displayed  in  the  material  world,  and 

inconsistent  with  love  to  a  benefiustor.    In  order  in  the  ordinary  course  of  hb  provideace.   He 

to  kindle  thb  amiable  afTectton    into   a  lively  feeb  gratefiil  for  thoM  scenes  of  sublimity  aad 

flame,  the  person  m  whose  bosom  it  glows  en-  beauty  with  which  the  visible  universe  b  sdom- 

deavours  to  take  a  minute  and  expansive  survey  ed~-for  the  sun  iriien  be  ascends  the  vwk  ol 

of  the  *'  loving-kindness  of  God/'  and  of  the  heaven,  and  difiuses  hb  radiance  over  tbe  mooo- 

eountless  variety  of  benefits  he  is  continually  re-  tains  and  the  va)e>-4hr  the  moon,  when  ihe 

eeivfaig.  He  feeb  gratefiil  to  God  for  his  existence,  "walks    in  brightness"  through  the  heavenc, 

for  the  powers  and  capacitiea  with  which  he  b  en-  and  cheers  the  shades  of  night— for  the  pbaeti. 

dowed,  for  the  rank  which  he  holds  in  the  scale  of  while  they  run  their  ample  rounds,  and  evinee, 

lerreatrial  exbtence  \  in  bemg  rabed  above  the  by  their  magnitude  and  moticaWi  the  eifirM* 

tloda  of  the  valley,  and  fumiehed  with  faculties  omnipotence  of  their  Maker^-4ar  the  ' 
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Mi  bott  flf  fliutf  which  unite  their  ipleiidQqn  to  of  TisioD^-^  thounndi  of  nuUions  of  rtyi  ihM 
•Jon  the  eeoopj  of  the  sky,  end  dieplay  the  ere  every  moment  darting  from  the  objecta 
noheai  and  grudenr,  and  bouodlest  extent  of  around  him,  croeeiog  each  other  in  an  infinity 
God'f  univmal  ktngdom-4br  the  light,  which  of  directiooe,  and  yet  conveying  to  eveiy  eye  a 
darts  with  ubcooceivable  rapidity  from  the  eelee-  distinct  perception  of  their  ccriours,  moiions,  and 
tial  luminaries,  and  diffuses  a  thousand  shades  diversified  aspects ;  when  he  reflects  oo  the 
of  colour  on  the  terrestrial  landscape— for  the  (acility  with  which  he  can  torn  his  eye  in  ftvery 
■urroundu^  atmosphere,  which  supports  the  ele-  direction,  upwards  and  downwards,  to  the  right 
meni  of  fire,  conveys  the  douds  over  every  re*  hand  and  to  the  left,  and  in  a  moment  take  in  the 
giotti  and  sustains  and  iavigoratee  the  functions  landscape  of  the  earth  and  the  heavens  «  at  a 
of  animal  liie— (or  the  variety  of  beautiful  and  small  inlet  which  a  grain  noght  close ;"  when 
majestic  scenery  wliich  diversifies  our  terrestrial  he  oonsideia  the  mmerous  and  complicated 
system— for  the  towering  difls,  the  lol^y  moui»>  movements  continually  going  on  within  him— 
tains,  and  the  expansive  vales— for  the  mean*  the  heart,  like  a  poweifiil  engine  in  perpetual 
deriug  river,  gliding  through  the  fields,  and  di^  motion,  impelling,  with  piodigious  force,  streams 
fiwiag  health  and  fertility  wherever  it  flown— fiir  of  btood  through  a  thousand  difibrent  tubes— the 
the  richee  which  abound  in  the  gardens,  tho  numerous  lacteal  and  lymphatic  vessels  abeorh- 
fiirests,  and  the  fields,  aad  the  mineral  treasures  ing  nutriment  from  the  food,  and  conveying  it 
ooatained  in  the  bowels  of  the  mounUins— 4br  thnough  every  part  of  this  wonderful  machine, 
the  barnaooy  of  musical  sounds,  the  mellifluous  when  he  considers  that  these  incessant  motiont 
notes  of  the  nightingale  and  the  laik,  and  the  are,  as  it  were,  the  immediate  hand  of  tha 
melodious  waihlinip  which  resound  fitm»  tha  Divinity  within  him,  over  which  he  can  exer^ 
vales,  the  mountains,  and  the  groves— for  tlm  cise  no  control,  and  which  are  all  intended  to 
llowers  which  enaosel  the  meadows,  the  treee,  preserve  his  existence  and  mmister  to  his  enjoys 
the  shrubs,  and  the  waving  grain  which  adorn  ment,— he  caanol  forbear  exclaiming,  in  the 
the  earth  widi  picuireeque  beauty^-for  the  ani-  language  of  grateful  admiration,  «  How  pro- 
mated  beings  which  contribute  to  our  comfort,  eious  are  thy  wondetihl  contrivances  concem- 
tbe  bee  which  collects  for  us  honey  firom  every  fog  me,  OOod !  how  great  is  the  sum  of  them! 
openmg  flower,  the  sheep  which  yields  its  fleecee  If  1  shouM  count  them,  they  are  more  in  nom* 
for  our  clothiag,  and  diouMnds  of  other  creatures  ber  than  the  sand.  I  will  praise  thee,  for  I  am 
whioh  contribute  to  supply  us  with  food,  rai-  feaifuUy  and  wondeifully  made !" 
meat,  furniture,  and  hmumerable  enjoyoaents.  He  does  not  overlook  such  instances  of  '*  the 
In  all  these,  and  simihr  objects,  he  perceives  loviag^indness  of  God,"  because,  to  some,  they 
ample  reasons  for  elevating  his  soul  in  lively  may  appear  minute  and  trivial.  He  does  not 
gratitude  to  his  bountiful  Benefiictor,  contrast  them  with  what  are  reckoned  spiritual 
When  he  turns  his  eyes  upon  huaself,  and  and  more  important  blessings;  nor  attempt  to 
coasidera  the  wonderful  maduBery  which  given  institute  comparisons  between  the  beneficent 
life  and  motite  to  his  frams,  he  perceives  the  operations  of  Omnipotence,  in  order  to  throw  a 
strongest  reason  for  the  eseroise  of  incessant  certain  poition  of  dtem  faito  the  shade.  Ho  con- 
admiration  and  gratitude.  He  feeb  gntefol  So€  siden  all  the  operations  of  God  from  the  plan 
every  joint  of  his  fingers,  and  for  every  nxve-  of  redemption  for  guilty  men,  and  the  mission  of 
ment  of  his  wrist,  by  which  he  is  enabled  with  his  Son  into  our  world,  to  the  minutest  muscle 
the  utmost  ease  to  perform  a  countless  variety  that  moves  the  joint  of  a  finger,  or  the  ray  of 
of  manual  operations  essential  to  his  comfort—  light  that  darts  firom  a  flowor  of  the  field,  as 
for  the  hundreds  of  bones  which  support  his  parU  of  one  vast  system  of  boundless  benevo- 
animal  system,  with  their  various  articulations,  lenoe,  as  essentially  connected  together  as  the 
and  the  hundreds  of  mosdes  and  tendons  which  links  of  a  chain ;  and,  in  regard  to  himself,  he 
ara  interwoven  widi  every  part  of  the  maohine,  viewa  all  the  variety  of  Uessinga  now  alluded 
which  enable  it  to  perform  without  the  least  to,  as  one  undivided  stream  of  unbounded  bene- 
obstruction,  a  thousand  varied  movements  sub-  ficence,  commencing  with  the  first  moment  of 
servient  to  his  health,  convenience,  and  plea-  his  existence,  running  through  alt  the  scenes  and 
sure.  He  cannot  walk  through  his  apartment,  circumstances  of  his  terrestrial  existence,  and 
nor  lift  his  eyes  to  the  heavens,  nor  move  a  joint  expanding  into  the  unfodiomable  ocean  of  eter- 
"^f  his  finger,  nor  draw  a  single  breath,  whhoat  aity.  In  the  whole  series  of  conu-ivances  and 
perceiving  an  evidence  of  the  wisdom  and  in>  events  which  rekte  to  his  present  and  future 
telligsnce  of  his  Almighty  Maker.  He  per^  oxisteace,  both  in  what  we  consider  the  mi* 
oaives,  that  if  only  one  jobit  were  wanting,  or  nutest  and  the  most  magnificent  works  of  the 
one  musde  out  of  action,  or  one  movement  out  of  Deity,  he  perceives  the  stamp  of  iu/MU  ptr- 
a  thousand  interrupted,  he  would  instantly  be  f^ethn,  and  a  connexian  of  plan  and  of  opera- 
subjected  to  a  thounnd  painful  sensations  which  Uon,  which  excludes  all  attempts  at  comparisona 
would  throw  a  gloom  on  eveiy  earthly  enjoyment,  and  conirasu.  tTnder  such  impresvions,  awi 
But  asptcially,  when  harsAsets  on  the  woadeia  with  such  views  cf  the  coocatettatioa  of  avorr 
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Mil  of  the  ■cheme  of  dirin*  btnevolenQe,  he  is  in  our  journeys  through  the  fertile  phiM;  Is  •■ 

(ed  to  coatempl&te  the  kindoess  of  God  at  every  exeunions  through  the  Alpine  sceoet  of  nitura; 

step,  and  in  every  object,  and  is  ever  ready  to  in  our  investigations  into  the  structure  of  iht 

exclaim,  <*  What  shall  I  render  to  the  Lord  for  animal  and  vegetable  tribes ;  and  in  our  eootem- 

uU  hii  benefit!  toward  me  T*  plations  on  the  wonders  of  the  starry  aky— lor* 

In  fine,  supreme  love  to  God  includes  in  its  throws  a  radiance  on  all  these  objects,  and  ei- 

exercise,  a  delight  in  the  public  and  private  ex-  cites  an  interest  which  cannot  be  appresiatnl 

ercises  of  his  wonhip,  a  constant  endeavour  to  by  that  mind  which  has  hsver  felt  the  fixes  of 

yield  a  willing  and  unreserved  obedience  ta  all  this  sacred  emotion. 

the  institutions  he  has  appointed,  and  to  all  the  It  renders  us  superior  to  the  ills  of  \ik,  while, 

laws  he  has  issued  forth  for  counteracting  the  under  iti  influence,  we  bow,  in  cmdisl  submb- 

depravity  of  our  natures,  and  for  raising  us  to  a  sion,  to  the  divine  dispensations,  as  lbs  resiit 

state  of  moral  perfection ;  an  active  and  enlight-  of  perfect  wisdom,  rectitude,  and  beaevolaooe. 

toed  seal  for  the  honour  of  hii  name,  and  for  It  enables  us  to  recognise  the  hand  of  a  Diviot 

promoting  those  institutions  which  have  a  ten-  Benefactor  in  every  enjoyment,  and  the  rod  of 

dency  to'  advance  his  kingdom  in  the  earth ;  a  an  affectionate  Father,  in  every  trial  snd  afflie- 

sincere  and  disinterested  affection  to  all  our  fel-  tion  to  which  we  are  subjected.    It  raises  tbs 

tow-men,  and  particularly  to  every  class  of  holy  soul  above  the  carking  cares  and  degrading  pw- 

intelligences ;  a  oordial  approbation  of  all  his  suits  of  the  world,  and  enables  it  to  look  down 

plans  and   movements  in  creation  and  provi-  with  heroic  indifference  on  all  those  trivitl  isei- 

dence ;  and  dovoot  aspirations  aAer  that  higher  dents  and  ftncied  insults  which  irritate,  and  !»• 

state  of  existence,  where  the  glories  of  his  na-  flame,  and  torment "  the  chiMren  of  pride.'*  It 

ture  and  *'  the  kindness  of  hb  love"  shall  be  preserves  the  mind  in  calm  serenity  amidst  tke 

more  dearly  unfoUed,  and  where  love  shall  gk>w  raging  of  the  tempest,  the  rolling  thondeis,  tlM 

in  one  uninterrupted  and  perpetual  emotion.  whirlwind,  and  the  hurricane,  the  emptioM  of 

Thus,  it  appears  that  love  to  God  oonsisu  in  the  volcano,  and  the  convulsnns  of  the  eaiib- 

Gomplaeency  in  his  character  and  administration,  tpke ;  while  it  recognises  the  Ruler  of  the  stors^ 

and  is  inseparably  connected  with  admiration  of  whQ  presides  amidst  the  crash  of  warring  slsi 

h«  wonderful  works,  with  humility,  resignation,  raents,  as  its  omnipotent  Protector  ssd  iie 

Wki  gratitude.  eternal  refuge.*    It  enables  the  man  in  iHmns 

I  cannot  conchide  my  remarks  on  this  topio  bosom  it  resides,  to  eontemplnte  with  eomposan 

witKdut  adverting,  fiw  a  little,  to  the  nobleness  the  downfall  of  kings  and  the  revolutions  of  Mp 

and  sublimity  of   this  first  and  fundamental  tions,  to  anticipate  the  hour  of  his  dissohifkia 

spring  of  all  moral  action.   From  what  has  been  without  dismay,  and  to  look  forward  with  ftrti- 

airesdy  stated,  it  appears  tltat  kyve  to  God  is  tude  to  the  ruins  of  dissolving  nature,  when  "tks 

the  mos:  reasonsble  and  amiable  affection  that  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat,"  and  tbs 

can  animate  the  human  mind  ;  for  that  Being  earth,  with  all  its  magnificenoo,  shall  be  wrapt  ia 

who  is  the  object  of  it  is  the  sum  of  all  perfoo-  flames ;  confident  tluit,  under  "  the  shadow  of 

tion,  the  standard  of  all  moral  and  physical  the  wings  of  the  Almighty,"  he  shall  remsis  is 

excellence,  and  the  source  of  all  the  felicity  perfect  security,  amidst  **  the  wreck  of  maUcr 

enjoyed  by  eyery  rank  of  existence  throughout  and  the  crush  of  worUs." 

the  boundless  universe.   It  is  also  the  roost  wbm  This  divine  principle  assimilates  us  tosBgehi 

HtM  and  9»pansiv9  ^eetfonthat  can  pervade  the  and  to  every  other  class  of  holy  intelligsnees. 

mind  of  any  created  intelligence.    It  excites  the  It  renders  us  qualified  for  associating  with  tbsse 

most  rapturous  emotions  when  we  contemplate  superior  intellectual  natures    for  entering  ints 

the  harmcNiies,  the  beauties,  and  the  sublimities  their  vast  and  comprehensive  views    for  cos- 

of  the  universe ;  for  it  recognizes  them  as  the  dis-  versing  with  them  on  the  sublime  topics  wbidi 

plays  of  boundless  wisdom  and  boundless  good-  occupy  their  aUentiosL— for  bearing  a  pert  in 

ness;  as  the  production  of  that  Almighty  Being  their  extensive  schemes  of  universal  benero* 

who  stands  in  the  relation  of  our  JWAerand  our       ,  __       ....  -.,_^     ,    vi i-*!^  ^rti^ 

BLz    J       J  1    J    — . ^K  J    .U-.  .U-*  ^^ M,  Th«  celcbTsteA  JITirdher,  In  bis  relation  of  tae 

Pn«nd ;  and  leads  us  to  conchide,  that  that  power  AnaAM  earthquake  In  Caiabrla,  tn  !•«,  wMch 

and  imeltigence  which  Aave  birth  to  all  that  m  overthrew  the  dty  of  Bufrttemia,  of  which  be  was 

ffrand  and  beauUful  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  wiU  f  ■P«f'^[:  expresses  his  faeUnn  on  Uiai  oocujm 

P  *                   v    ,.           T"^^               '       ,  In  the  foUnwins  worts?— "The   uolverwd  mm 

be  tor  ever  exercised  m  conl  -ibutuig  to  our  eiemal  around  me,  the  crash  of  falling  hooses,  the  tnlte^ 

enjoyment.    Without  such  a  recognition,  crea-  ln«  of  towers,  and  the  groans  of  Uie  dying.  aU  eosr 

•i^  ....^.^  ^i«  ub-  ..  -' -iT^j .  -_j  i.  tributed  to  raise  terror  and  despatr.    On  every  «We 

tion  appears  only  like  an  mimense  desert,  and  is  ^^^  ^^^^ ,  .^^  „,,j^,,^  ^ut  a  scene  of  mln  and  dan«r 

apt  to  fill  the  mind  with  apprehension  and  terror ;  threatening  wherever  I  should  fly.    1  commMMtd 

for  it  can  feel  no  pleasurable  emotions  jn  con-  SJJf^Jv^^S^.wjS^ J"i/SS„iiS^B^ 

...      .,           '^..          ^-n*      rL  hour,  O  how  vain  was  every  RuWunary  nappioes" « 

lemplatmg  the  operaUons  of  a  Being  for  whom  wealth,  honour,  emphe.  wtadom.  att  mere  uselass 

It  entertains  no  affectionate  regard.    But,  in  sounds,  and  as  empty  as  the  bubbles  of  the  dsa^ 

«*■»  a/JitaFw  »«iIm  in  tk.  fUUi>  mw»A  tVuk  —wAmmm  Just  Standing  ou  tho  thrsshold  of  etoAltyt  newnf 

•^!^ U^  ^^"  *■  the  fieWs  and  the  j^ens,  tat  Oed  was  my  pleasure:  and  tbs  nsarsr  I  a» 

Mudst  the  emanations  of  divme  munmoenoe;  pgoached,IonlyiovedblmaMi 
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im/f    ind  fin  eontributing,  along  with  th«in,  to  while  mi^^ty  worlds  ate  emerging  oat  of  no- 

the  order  and  proeperitj  of  G<^*b  everlasting  thing,  and  innumerable  orders  of  beings  are 

kingdom.     It  seeiires  to  us  the  friendship  and  startuig  into  existence,  may  be  considered  as  so 

affection  of  all  the  virtuous  inhabitants  of  the  many  infinitely  diversified  streams  flowing  from 

universe,  and  renders  us  fit  for  affectionate  in-  supreme  affection  to  the  blessed  God,  as  the 

tercourse  with  them,  wherever  we  may  after-  spring  of  every  rapturous  enjoyment.  Ponsencd 

wards  exirt,  throughout  the  boundless  expanse  of  of  this  divine  principle,  we  secure  the  most  ho- 

creation.    Should  we  ever  be  permitted,  during  nourable  connexions,  become  beneiactors  to  the 

the  lapse  of  eternal  duration,  to  wing  our  flight  intelligent  universe,  participatois  of  the  esjoy- 

from  world  to  work),  in  order  to  enlarge  our  ments  of  seraphic  natures,  agents  ibr  carrying 

views  of  God's  unbounded  empire,  the  exercise  forward  the  plans  of  Infinite  Benevdence,  and 

of  this  holy  aflhction  woukl  secure  to  us  a  friendly  "  workers  together  with  God,"  in  aceomplishing 

reception  and  an  aflectionate  itttereowrse  among  his  eternal  designs.    Without  it,  we  beoomf* 

an  the  pure  intelHgenoes  vrithin  the  range  of  his  nuisances  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  rebels  agains% 

moral  administration :  fer,  as  this  principle  is  his  government,  pests  to  fellow  intelligences, 

(bunded  on  the  nature  of  God,  who  is  eternal  destitute  of  the  noblest  of  all  affections,  deprived 

and  unchangeable,  it  must  pervads  the  minds  of  cf  substantial  enjoyment  in  the  present  worM, 

the  inhabitants  of  all  worUs  that  have  retained  and  exposed  to  misery,  without  interruption,  in 

their  primitive  integrity.    It  is  this  divine  affe<^  the  work!  to  cone. 

tion  whk^  excites  the  rapturous  flame  that  Ifsoch  be  the  native  effects  of  supreme  kuve  to 
glows  in  the  breasts  of  the  angeKc  tribes,  which  God,  and  if  this  principle  lie  at  the  foundation 
enlivens  the  songs  and  the  adorations  of  the  of  all  genuine  morality,  how  foolish  and  pre- 
chenmim  and  the  seraphim,  which  inspires  posterous  is  it  for  Christian  moralists  to  wander 
them  with  a  noble  ardour  in  executing  the  eom-  through  the  dark  labyrinths  of  (Sreek  and  Romar 
mands  of  their  Creator,  and  which  animates  literature,  and  the  intricate  mases  of  modem 
them  in  their  flight  from  the  celestial  regions  to  skeptical  phikMopby,  in  search  of  any  other  prin- 
this  obscure  corner  of  creation,  when  they  min-.  ciples  of  moral  action?  It  is  like  groping  for  the 
ister  to  the  heirs  of  salvation.  It  was  this  noble  light  of  the  sun  in  the  windings  of  a  subterraneous 
principle  which  impelled  the  angel  Ghibriel  in  grotto,  and  preferring  the  glimmering  of  a  tape* 
his  rapid  flight  through  the  celestial  spaces,  to  the  fiill  bhixe  of  the  orb  of  day.  It  is,  to  fir» 
when  he  descended  to  announce  to  Daniel  the  sake  **  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and  to 
answer  to  his  sbpplications,  and  to  2Sacharias  and  hew  out  to  themselves  broken  and  empty  cisterns, 
Mary  the  birth  of  the  Saviour ;  which  animated  that  can  hoU  no  water." 
the  angels  who  tmbarred  the  prison  doors  to  In  order  to  invigorate  and  expand  thisaffeo 
Peter,  and  gave  assurance  to  Paul  of  the  divine  tion  in  the  mind,  it  is  requisite  that  we  take  a 
protection,  while  be  was  tossing  on  the  tern-  comprehensive  view  of  all  the  manifestations  of 
pestuous  bilk>ws  of  the  Adriatic  sea ;  and  which  that  Being  towards  whom  it  is  directed,  as  exhi- 
fenned  the  flame  of  devotion  in  the  heaveidy  host,  bited  in  the  history  of  his  operations  recorded  ia 
when  they  sung,  in  the  plains  of  Bethlehem,  the  volume  of  inspiration;  in  the  details  of  his 
**  Qhry  to  God  in  die  highest,  peace  on  earth,  moral  govenmient  among  the  nations,  both  in 
and  good  wfll  towards  men."  ancient  and  in  modem  times,  which  may  be  col- 
In  fine,  this  sublime  afiection  assimilates  us  to  looted  from  the  writings  of  historians,  voyagers, 
God,  who  is  benevolence  itself,  who  supremely  travellers,  and  missionaries ;  in  the  economy  ol 
loves  his  own  character,  and  who  is  ineeasantly  the  inferior  tribes  of  animated  beings ;  in  the 
displaying  his  benevolence,  in  all  its  infinitely  diversified  scenery  of  nature  around  us  in  our 
diversified  effects,  throu^out  the  intdligent  uii-  terrestrial  system ;  and  in  the  sublime  move- 
verse.  It  assimilates  us  to  Jesus  the  Son  of  ments  that  are  going  forward,  among  distant 
the  Highest,  who  is  "  the  brightnem  of  the  Fa-  worMs,  in  the  firmament  of  his  power;  for,  the 
ther'sg!ory,and  the  express  image  of  his  penon,"  more  we  know  of  the  manifestations  of  the 
and  who  is  for  ever  actuated  with  fervent  zeal  Creator,  the  mors  acquaintance  shall  we  have  ol 
for  the  honour  of  God,  and  for  the  happiness  of  the  Creator  himself;  and,  in  proportino  as  our 
man.  It  constitutes  the  foundation  of  all  felici^;  knowledge  of  his  character  is  enlarged,  in  a 
it  opens  the  gates  to  perpetual  enjf^ment ;  it  similar  proportion  will  our  bve  be  ardent  and 
secures  its  posseesor  of  eternal  happiness,  as  tCs  expansive.  Such  extensive  views  and  cootem- 
naiwrid  and  nseemary  rtfutt,  and  prepares  him  lotions  are  indispenrably  requisite,  ia  order  to 
for  mingling  in  the  empbyments  ofthe*'inmH  a  full  recognition  of  the  divine  injunction 
merable  company  of  angels  and  the  spirits  of  "  Thou  tAott  loot  (he  Lord  %  O^dwiAiUtth^ 
just  men  made  perfect:"  for  all  the  transporting  hearty  amd  with  all  thy  ttrmgth^  md  loAk  oMikm 
•oenes  of  glory,  and  all  the  avenues  to  felicity,  tmdtrotmdmg,^  This  is  the  fint  and  tbs  pux 
whMi  will  be  opened  to  the  imnMrtal  spirit,  commandment, 
while  agesi  amaerooi  as  the  saad,  are  rolling  on. 


CHAPTER  IL 


MBOQHD  PRnraPLB  OF  MORAL  ACn01l-4/)VS  TO  ALL  aUBOBOiKATS 


I*  tlM  ooaBMoeomeBt  oi'  the  ImI  chiptw,  I 
liad  occMion  to  remark  that,  itridlj  •paakiiig, 
the  fuodameatal  priociple  or  aflaetioa  whidi 
gives  birth  to  all  the  ramificatkMU  of  moral 
action,  m  bat  one,  namely,  Lorn,  This  noble 
afibctioB  may  be  oonsiderad  ai  diriding  itself 
into  two  great  streams,  one  directing  its  course 
towards  the  Creator,  as  the  supreme  source  of 
all  felicity,  and  the  other  eipanding  itself  to- 
wards all  the  intellectual  beaii^  whwh  he  has 
formed. 

Having,  in  the  preceding  pages,  eodeavoorad 
to  illustrate  the  foundation  and  the  reasonable- 
ness of  the  principle  of  lore  to  Gtod,  from  a  con- 
siderattoB  of  his  perfections,  character,  and  r^ 
lalions,  and  having  described  some  of  those 
kindred  aiTections  by  which  its  existence  in  the 
ninds  of  moral  agents  is  smnifeeled, — ^I  shafl 
BOW  endeavour  to  exhibit  the  fouadation,  and 
the  reasonableness,  of  that  modification  of  love 
which  is  directed  towards  created  intelltgences, 
and  which  may  be  termed  the  saoimd  prineiple  ^ 
moni  aoCio»— TBOO  shalt  lo^b  tht  imoB- 
BOira  AS  THTSXXjr.  Taking  it  for  granted  that 
this  is  the  fundamental  law  prescribed  by  the 
Creator  for  regukting  the  conduct  of  intdligent 
beings  towards  each  other-— because  the  Supreme 
Lawgiver  has  prodaimed  it  as  such  in  the  reve- 
lation which  he  has  given  us  of  his  wili— (  shaU 
endeavour  to  exhibit  the  reasonableness  and  the 
beauty  of  this  amiable  principle— from  the  na* 
ture  of  man,  and  the  relations  in  which  ail  the 
individuals  of  the  human  race  stand  to  eadt 
odier — from  the  happiness  which  would  flow 
from  the  uniform  operation  of  this  principle— and 
from  the  misery  which  would  inevitably  ensue 
were  it  completely  eradicated  (rom  the  minds  of 
moral  agents. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  illustration  of  these 
particulars,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  by 
«  our  neif^ibma**  u  to  be  understood  men  ofmtry 
nation  and^  eotrjf^elimA^  wktthet  thqf  anom 
'heaU4loe»  at  our  Jriendt  9r  our  onomieOf  and 
mkaUmx  nu^  bo  Mr  languago,  tkeir  roUgian, 
(Mr  ranJk,  sr  staftsn.  The  inhabitants  of  New 
Zealand,  of  P,atagonia,  of  New  Holland,  of 
tbeLadrones,  oif  Karotschaika,  or  of  Gheenland, 
are  our  neighbours,  in  the  sense  intended  in  (he 
divine  injunction  above  quoted,  as  well  as  those 
who  reside  in  our  own  nation  arKi  in  our  more 
inmiediato  neighbourhood.  For  with  all  these, 
tud  oth«r  tribes  of  mankind,  we  may  happen  to 


have  interconnes,  either  directly  or  indifeeilj, 
and  towards  them  all  we  ought  to 
afiection  analogous  to  that  which 
exercises  towards  himselC  This  we  are 
sively  taught  by  our  Skviour  in  the  parabts  d 
the  good  Samaritan,  in  which  it  ie  dearly  ahf0w% 
that  under  the  desigaatioa  of  ndgkbtmrt  ^ve  ara 
to  indude  even  our  bttieNst  eoeniee.  His  apo^ 
ties  avowed  the  same  sentiment,  and  taught, 
that  in  the  bonds  of  Christian  love,  no  <lietine- 
tion  shouU  exist  between  '*  Jews  and  Greehe, 
Barbarians,  Scythians,  bond,  or  fines.**  Fer 
they  are  all  members  of  the  great  fiumly  of  Qod, 
and  rscogaiaad  as  duldcen  by  the 
parent. 


SECTION  L 

THS  VATV^AL  BqVALITT  OV  MAXBIVO 

siDcaso  AS  TUB  BAiii  or  hown  ro  ovm 

SBiaBBOITm. 


I  SBALL  now  exhibit  a  fow 
founded  on  the  Natural  Equality  «•  «-*——., 
order  to  evince  the  reasonsblenees  and  the  n^ 
esssity  of  the  operation  of  the  prindpie  of  lovn 
towards  all  our  follow-men. 

In  the  first  place,  Men,  of  wbatover  ffaah,kH»- 
dred,  or  tribe,  are  the  offspring  of  the  peat 
Parent  of  the  univeiee.  They  were  all  crealed 
by  the  same  Almighty  Being,  and  to  him  they 
are  indebted  for  alt  the  memibers  and  fiinetions  ol 
their  animal  fifames,  and  for  those  powers, 
pacities,  and  endowmsnts,  which 
superior  to  the  dods  of  tlM  valley  snd  to 
beasts  of  the  forest.  They  derived  their  origin 
too,  as  to  their  bodies,  from  the  same  physied  priiH 
eiples  and  from  tbe  sameearthly  parsnU  **0f  the 
dust  of  (he  ground"  the  body  of  the  firstman  was 
formed ;  and  from  Adam,  the  primogenitor  of  iha 
human  race,  have  descended  all  the  generations 
of  men  which  now  exist,  or  wi&  hereafter  exifc 
till  the  close  of  tinse.  This  M  equdly  true  of  the 
prince  and  of  his  subjects ;  of  the  mooareh  aiw 
rayed  in  purple,  and  seated  on  a  ihrooe,  and  ol 
the  beggar,  who  is  dothed  in  rags,  and  earficases 
a  dunghill ;  of  the  proud  nobleinan,  who  bonsla 
oTa  long  line  of  illustrious  ancestoca,  and  of  the 
obscure  peasant,  whose  progenitors 
'iced  and  unknown.  AllderiTed  their  origin 
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tho  Jort,  ud  tit  return  to  tho  dost  a^in.    Thife  and  oTanticipating  the  future— of  dedociBg  con* 

eoaaideratioD,  on  wbieh  it   if    unnecessary  to  clusioos  from  premises  previoaaly  demonstrated 

dwell,  shows  the  reasonableness  of  union  and  a&  —of  representing  to  tho  mind  objects  and  scenes 

fection  among  men,  on  the  same  grounds  from  which  have  long  ceased  to  exist ;  of  forming  in 

which  we  conclude  diat  brothers  &nd  sisters  be-  the  imagination  new  combinations  of  the  objects 

longing  to  the  same  &milj  ought  to  manifest  a  of  sense ;  of  perceiring  the  qualities  of  moral  ac- 

friendly  aflTection  for  each  other.  tions,  and    distinguishing   between  right   and 

Secondi^f  Men  of  all  nations  and  ranks  are  wrong  ;  of  recognizing  a  supreme  inteUigent 

equal  in  respect  to  the  mechanism  of  their  bodies  Agent  in  the  movements  of  the  univene,  ami  of 

and  the  mental  &cnkies  with  which  thej  are  en-  making  perpeCnal  advances  in  knowledge  and  fe- 

dowed.    Whether  their  bodiM  be  rudely  coverod  Kcity ;  Ikcuftiee  which  dtstinguish  man  from  afl 

with  the  skins  of  bettsts,  or  adorned  with  the  the  other  tribes  which  people  the  earth,  air,  or 

fplendours  of  royalty ;  whether  they  be  exposed  sea ;  are  possessed  by  the  dwarfish  Laplander  and 

naked  to  the  soorrhing  heats  and  piercing  colds,  the  untutored  peasant,  as  well  as  by  the  ruler  of 

or  arrayed  in  robes  of  silk  and  crimson    Tn  their  kingdoms,  the  enlightened  statesmen,  and  the 

oonstmction  and  symmetry  they  equaNy  bear  the  man  of  science.    It  is  true,  indeed,  that  there  is 

impress  of  infinite  wisdom  and  omnipotence,  a  mighty  diflTerence  among  men  in  the  direction 

The  body  of  the  meanest  peasant,  who  earns  bis  of  these  fkcukies,  in  the  objects  towards  which 

scanty  subsistence  from  day  to  day  by  the  sweat  they  are  directed,  in  the  cultivation  they  have 

of  his  brow,  is  eqoaHy  admirable,  in  the  motion*  received,  and  in  the  degree  of  perfection  to  which 

nf  its  fingers,  the  siroctnre  of  its  limbs,  and  the  they  harve  attained.   There  are  innumerable  gra- 

conneiion  and  uses  of  its  several  functions,  ai  dations  in  the  improvement  and  the  energies  of 

the  body  of  the  mightiest  and  the  prondest  baron  intonect,  fimn  the  narrow  range  of  thought  pos- 

who  IooIes  down  upon  him  with  contempt.    The  sessed  by  a  Qreenlander  or  an  Esquimaux,  to 

nrgana  of  vision  comprise  as  many  ooats  and  the  sublime  and  expansive  views  of  a  Aicon,  or 

bamours,  muscular  fibres,  and  lymphatic  duets,  a  iVheton.    But,  this  diflTerence  depends  more 

and  form  as  delicato  pictures  upon  the  retina—  on   the  pl^sical   and  moral  circumstances   in 

the  bones  are  equally  numerous,  and  as  aoourate-  whidi  they  are  placed  than  on  any  intrinsic  dif^ 

ly  articulated— the  muscles  perform  their  fimo-  ference  in  the  fiumlties  themsolvea.    Place  the 

tione  with  as  great  precision  and  feciltty— the  son  of  a  boor  or  of  a  Laplander  in  circnmstanodi 

lymphatic  and  absorbent  vessels  are  as  numerous  fiivourable  to  the  developenkent  of  his  mental 

tuid  incessant  in  their  operations— and  the  heart  powers,  and  afibrd  him  the  requisito  means  for 

impab  the  blood  throng  a  tbonsand  veins  and  ar-  directing  and  increasing  their  activity,  and  he 

tories  with  as  great  a  degree  of  rapidity  and  of  will  display  powers  of  intelligence  eqad  to  those 

fwibf  in  the  corporeal  mme  of  a  poor  African  which  are  found  in  the  highest  ranks  of  civiliBed 

slave,  who  is  daily  smarting  under  tlM  lash  of  an  life.     A  soimd  understanding,  a  correct  jud|»- 

mfoeling  (Ranter,  as  in  the  body  of  the  Emperor  ment,  vigour  of  mind,  control  over  the  irascible 

ofCbina,  who  sways  hit  seeptre  over  half  the  in-  passions,  and  other  memal  endowments,  ihoog^ 

habitants  of  the  globe.  ASi  the  external  trappings  destitute  of  polish,  will  as  fi«quentfy  be  found 

which  foscinato  tfie  vulgar  eye',  and  by  which  the  m  the  lower  walks  of  life  at  in  the  elevated  ranks 

various  ranks  of  mankind  are  distinguished,  are  of  opulence  and  pownr. 

merely  adventitious,  and  have  no  necessary  con*  The  phitotopher,  however,  as  well  at  the  nan 

nexion  with  the  intrinsic  dignity  of  maa.    They  of  rank,  it  apt  to  k>ok  down  with  a  oontemptoous 

are  part  of  the  consequences  <m  the  depravity  of  sneer  on  the  narrow  conceptions  of  the  bus- 

our  species :  In  most  instances  they  are  die  re-  bandman,  the  mechanic,  and  the  peasant ;  and  it 

suits  of  vanity,  folly,  pride,  and  (Kvolity;  and  disposed  to  treat  them  as  if  tbey  were  an  inforior 

they  oonstitme  no  essential  distinction  iMtween  species  of  intelligent  beings.    He  does  not  aJ* 

man  and  man  ;  fora  fdw  paltry  guineas  would  ways  consider  that  the  profound  and  the  subtle 

suffice  to  deck  the  ton  of  a  peasant  with  all  the  tpeculations,  which  are  dignified  with  the  tide  of 

ornaments  of  a  peer.  pAtlotep^,  are  (requently  of  less  importance  to 

Men  are  also  nearly  on  a  level  in  respect  to  the  progress  of  the  human  mind,  and  to  the  en* 

the  mental  faculties  which  they  possess.    Every  joyment  of  substantial  eondbrt,  than  thededuo- 

man,  however  low  bis  station  in  the  present  tions  of  cuwnnon  sense  and  Uie  dictates  of  a 

world,  is  endowed  with  a  spiritual  principle  which  sound   thou^  plain  understanding ;  that  they 

he  reoeived  by  "  the  inspiraliim  of  the    A  I-  torment  him  widi  feelings,  doubts,  and  perplexi* 

mighty,"  which  is  superior  to  all  the  mechanism  ties,  which  sometimes  shake  the  whole  fobric  ol 

and  modifications  of  matter,  and  by  which  he  is  his  knowledge,  and  lead  him  into  labyrinths,  out 

allied  to  beings  of  a  superior  order.    The  factd-  of  which  he  can  scarcely  extricate  his  way ; 

ties  of  conM:;ousne«,  perception,  memory,  con-  while  the  man  of  plain  understanding,  guided  by 

eepcion,  imagination,  judgment,  reasoning,  and  a  few  certain  and  important  points  of  truth,  pm- 

moral  feeling,  are  eonmioB  to  men  of  all  easts  secutes  die  path  of  virtue  with  safety  and  succssi. 

and  nations.  Tho  power  of  recollecting  the  past,  For  it  may  be  considered  at  an  ftttfrlithH 
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■luim,  th«t  the  mott  imteraaciog  ud  aalutuy  latad  to  niM  mmikiiyi  to  the  noiai  difaltf  «f 

trutiii  conoflctMl  with  the  happioeM  of  men  are  their  nature. 

•either  numeroue  nor  diffieuk  to  be  acquired.  Fourthly,  Mankind  poeeen  ■nbetnatiaBy  *t 

and  are  level  to  the  compreheneion  of  men  c^  eame  pleaiuree  and  ei\joyraeole.    It  is  a  triar 

every  nation  and  of  OTery  rank.    But  however  Mjing,  but  it  it  nevertheleet  a  true  and  imponaM 

IP'oveUing  may  be  the  i^ectiooe,  and  however  one,  that  happiness  doea  not  depend  upon  the 

limited  the  intellectual  viewi  of  the  tratutored  rank  and  stations  we  oeeupy  in  lUe,  nor  upon  the 

ranks  of  society,  th^  ore  ot^Mg  ofbmng  trained  quantity  of  wealth  or  riches  we  possess.     The 

to  the  knowledge  and  the  practice  of  every  thing  pleasures  which  flow  from  the  movements  of  &e 

which  regards  their  present  oomfiirt  and  their  eystem  of  nature,  and  from  the  beauties  which 

future  happiness ;  and  to  devise  and  ezeeute  the  tidom  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  are  mnMnor 

means  by  which  this  object  maybe  accomplish-  "ad  open  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  globe.  Thm 

ed,  is  one  way  among  many  others  by  which  our  rising  sun,  the  smiling  day,  the  flowory  land- 

iove  to  mankind  should  be  displayed'and  demon-  >Gap«»  the  purling  streams,  the  loDy  mountamB, 

Btrated.    We  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  the  fertile  vales,  the  verdure  of  the  meadiiws,  tbe 

want  of  mental  energy,  or  of  the  ignorance  and  niddy  hues  of  the  evening  clouds,  the  rainlkow 

felly  of  the  lower  oiders  of  mankind,  and   to  adorned  with  all  the  colours  of  light,  the  coiuaca- 

despise  them  on  this  account,  while  we  sit  still  tkms  of  the  northern  lights,  ths  music  of  ifae 

in  criminal  apathy,  and  refuse  to  apply  thoee  gropes,  the  songs  of  the  nightingale  and  the  lark, 

means  which  are  requisite  to  raise  them  from  the  breath  of  spring,  the  fruits  of  harrest,  the 

their  state  of  moral  and  intellectual  degradation,  uwe  sky,  the  biasing  comet,  the  plaoeu  in  their 

Thirdly,  Mankind  are  on  an  equality,  in  r^  courses,  the  moon  walking  in  brightness,  and  ibe 

spect  of  that  moral  depravity  with  which  they  are  radiant  host  of  stars,  convey  to  the  mind  thon- 

all  infected.    From  whatever  cause  it  may  be  Mods  of  delightful  images  and  sensations,  which 

conceived  to  have  originated,  the  fi«t  is  certain,  charm  the  cottager  and  the  mechanic  no  leas 

that  a  moral  disesse  has  spread  itself  through  all  than  the  sons  of  optilence  and  fame.    Tbeplen* 

the  branches  of  the  human  family,  in  whatever  *>res  of  the  sensee,  of  eating  and  drinking,  of 

station,  or  in  whatever  regions  of  Uie  gbbe  they  Affectionate  friendship,  of  social  and  domesuc 

may  be  placed.    Whether  we  look  back  on  the  intercourse,  of  a  chesrfiil  contented  mind,  of  fer- 

**  generations  of  old/*  or  survey  the  moral  state  ▼«»  piety  towards  Qod,  and  of  the  hope  of  im- 

of  the  nations  in  modem  tiroes ;  whether  we  turn  mortality  beyond  the  grave,  may  be  enjoyed  by 

our  eyes  to  the  abodes  of  savage  or  of  civitised  men  of  every  cokHir,  uid  rank,  and  oonditioa  in 

Afe ;  whether  we  contemplate  the  «4iaracters  of  Itf* «  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  cottage,  as  well  as 

the  higher  oiders  of  society,  or  the  practices  hy  the  potentate  who  sways  his  sceptre  over 

which  abound  among  the  inferior  ranks  of  social  kingdoms.    Nor  does  it  materially  detract  from 

life ;  the  stamp  of  depravity,  in  one  shape  or  <hese  enjoyments  in  the  case  of  the  peaasot, 

another,  appears  impreseed  upon  the  general  that  his  body  ii  frequently  hung  widi  rags,  that 

conduct  of  mankind.    In  the  case  of  mitient,  he  subsirts  on  the  coarseet  &re,  and  reposes 

this  depravity  has  manifested  itself  in  thoee  wars,  under  the  thatch  of  a  miserable  hut.    For  hML 

dissensions,  devastations,  and   contentions  for  >>  the  great  leveller  of  mankind ;  it   rseonciles 

territory  and  power,  which  have  in  aU  ages  con-  ns  to  iimumerable  inconveniences  and  privations, 

rulsed  the  human  race  and  disturbed  the  peace  and  blunts  the  edge  of  the  keenest  pleaaorea. 

of  the  world.    Among  lesser  societies,  fiunilies,  The  owner  of  a  princely  mansion  frequently 

and  individuals,  it  is  displayed  in  the  operation  loathes  the  most  delicious  dainties  on  his  tabic, 

of  the  principles  of  pride,  ambition,  tyranny,  and  walks  through  hb  magnificent  apartsaenis, 

persecution,  revenge,  malice,  envy,  falsehood,  lurrounded  with  paintinge  ioA  decorations,  with 

deceit,  covetoosness,  anger,  and  other  malignant  as  much  apathy  and  indifierenoe  as  if  he  were 

pamions,  which  have  infested  all  ranks  and  coiw  in  an  Indian  wigwam  or  a  day-built  cottage, 

ditions  of  men.     This  depravity  infects  the  So  that,  in  die  pleasures  of  sense,  of  affection, 

higher  ranks  of  mankind  equally  with  the  lower,  and  sentiment,  there  is  no  essential  dastinctieo 

though  among  the  former  it  is  sometimes  var-  between  the  high  and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the 

nishod  over  with  a  fairer  exterior ;  and  therefore,  poor.    But  should  it  be  insinuated  that  the  poor 

there  is  no  rank  or  order  of  men  that  have  any  and  the  ignoble  have  fewer  enjoyments  than  the 

valid  reason  on  this  ground  for  despising  their  rioht  then  it  will  follow,  that  towards  them  in  a 

bllow-creatures,  or  widiholding  from  them  the  particular  manner  our  benevolent  afiections  ought 

exercise  of  love  and  affection.    For  "  there  is  to  ho  directed,  in  order  that  they  may  enjoy  a 

none  righteons,  no,  not  one :  ibr  all  have  sinned,  competent  portion  of  those  physical  and  iatdlee* 

and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  Ood.**    And  in  tnal  pleasures  which  the  Creator  has  provided  Cm 

this  point  of  view,  love  ought  to  exercise  its  be-  all  his  creatures. 

nefiosnt  energies,  in  endeavouring  to  counteract  Fifthly,  Men  In  every  condition  and  In  every 

the  stream  of  human  corropiioo,  and  in  dissemi-  climo  have  the  same  wants,  and  are  exposed  to 

lacing  those  divine  principles  which  are  calc-r  the  same  disasters  and  afRictioiis.    Hunger  wbA 
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^int,  eold  mm!  heat,  motion  wid  ratt,  aro  oom-  rali,  of  illustrious  trtatMoien,  ma}  be  adorned 
nan  lo  all  orders  and  oonditioos  of  men ;  and  in  with  loftjr  columnSi  with  sculpturcMl  marble,  and 
order  to  supply  and  alleviate  such  wants,  the  aid  flattering  inscriptions ;  but  within  these  Tar- 
ci  our  fellow-men  is  indispensably  requisite,  to  nished  monuments  their  bodies  present  putrid 
enable  us  to  obtain  food,  raiment,  light,  warmth,  carcasses,  as  loathsome, andas  much  the  prey  of 
comfortable  aooommodatiqn,  and  shelter  from  the  worms  and  corruption,  as  the  corpse  of  their 
blasts  of  the  tempest.  We  all  stand  in  need  of  meanest  vassal.  Their  eyes  are  equally  impe- 
oomfort  and  advice  in  the  hour  of  difficulty  and  netrable  to  the  light  of  day,  their  ears  are  equally 
danger ;  we  all  long  ibr  the  love,  and  friendship,  doaf  to  the  charms  of  music,  and  their  tongues 
and  good  offices  of  those  around  us ;  and  we  all  are  equally  silent  in  this  land  of  deep  forgetful- 
thirst  for  an  increase  of  knowledge,  happiness,  ness.  This  consideration  of  itself  fully  demon- 
and  joy.  And  thoee  wants  and  desires  can  be  strates,  if  any  demonstration  be  necessary,  the 
supplieid  and  gratified  only  by  the  kuidly  inter-  natural  tquaUfy  of  mankind,  and  that  there  is 
course  and  affection  of  kindred  spirits.  no  essential  difference  between  the  noble  and  the 

AH  are  exposed  to  the  same  sorrows  and  a£>  ignoble,  the  emperor,  and  the  slave.  And  since 
fiictions.  Dtsappointments,  anxiety,  disgrace,  mankind  are  all  equally  liable  to  afflictions  and 
accidents,  pain,  sickness,  disease,  loss  of  iMsIth,  distresses,  and  are  all  journeying  to  the  tombi 
fortune,  and  honour,  bereavement  of  children,  nothing  can  be  more  reasonable  than  the  exercise 
firiends,  and  relatives,  are  equally  the  lot  of  the  of  love,  with  all  its  kindred  affecitoos,  towards 
prince  and  the  peasanL  The  princeln  the  cradle  eveiy  class  of  our  fellow-men,  in  order  to  alle- 
is  a  bemg  as  weak  and  feeble,  as  dependent  on  fiate  their  sorrows,  and  to  cheer  them  on  their 
his  nurse,  has  as  many  wants  to  be  supplied,  is  passage  through  this  region  of  mortality, 
liable  to  as  many  diseases  and  accidents,  and  Thus  it  appears,  that  there  is  a  natural  equal- 
foquires  as  many  exertions  to  leam  to  lisp,  to  ity  subsisting  among  mankind,  in  respect  of  their 
speak,  and  to  walk,  as  the  new-bom  babe  of  his  origin,  their  corporeal  organization,  their  intel- 
meanest  subject.  Nay,  the  rich  and  the  power-  lectual  powers,  their  moral  depravity,  their 
ful  are  frequently  exposed  to  miseries  and  vexa-  wants,  their  afflictions,  their  pleasures,  and  en- 
tions  from  fencied  insults,  affronts,  and  provoca-  joyments,  and  the  state  to  which  they  are  reduc- 
tions, from  frustrated  hopes,  from  prkle,  vanity,  ed  after  they  have  finished  the  career  of  their 
and  ill-humoar,  from  abortive  projects  and  die-  mortal  existsoee.  The  illustration  of  such  dr^ 
concerted  plans,  to  which  the  poor  are  generally  camstances  wouU  be  quite  unnecessary,  were  it 
strangers.  If  we  enter  into  one  of  the  abodes  of  not  that  a  certain  proportion  of  mankind,  under 
poverty,  where  one  of  the  viotims  of  disease  is  the  influence  of  pride  and  other  malignant  pas- 
redining,  we  may  behoU  a  poor  emaciated  mor-  sions,  are  still  disposed  to  look  down  on  certain 
lal,  with  haggard  looks  and  a  heaving  breast,  classes  of  their  fellow-mortals  as  if  they  were  a 
.reposing  on  a  pillow  of  straw,  surrounded  by  species  of  beings  of  an  inferior  order  in  the  scale 
fagged  chiUren  and  an  affectionate  wife,  all  of  existence.  To  the  propriety  of  the  senti- 
eager  to  sooth  his  sorrows  and  alleviate  his  dis-  ments  now  stated,  the  sacred  Scriptures  bear 
Cress.  If  we  pass  through  a  crowd  of  domestics  ample  testimony.  "  The  rich  and  the  poor  meet 
and  courtly  attendants  into  the  mansion  of  opu-  K^elher ;  the  Lord  is  the  maker  of  them  all."* 
lence,  where  disease  or  the  harbinger  of  death  "  Did  not  he  that  made  me  in  tlie  womb  make 
has  seised  one  of  its  victims,  we  may  also  behoki  my  servant,  and  did  he  not  fashion  us  alike  ?"t 
a  wretdi,  pale,  blotched,  and  distorted,  agonicing  "  God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men 
under  the  pain  of  the  asthma,  the  gravel,  or  the  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  hath 
gout,  and  trembling  under  the  i4»prohensions  of  determined  the  times  before  appointed,  and  the 
the  solemnity  of  a  future  judgment,  without  one  bounds  of  their  habitation."! 
sincere  friend  to  afEMrd  him  a  drop  of  consola-  Since,  therefore,  it  appears,  that  mankind  are 
tion.  Neither  the  splendour  of  his  apartment,  equal  in  every  thing  that  is  essential  to  the  hu- 
nor  the  costly  crimson  with  wbidi  his  eonch  is  man  character,  this  equality  lays  a  broad  founda- 
hung,  nor  the  attontkms  of  his  physicians,  nor  tion  for  the  exercise  of  universal  k>ve  towards 
the  number  of  his  attendants,  can  prevent  the  men  of  all  nations,  tribes,  conditions,  and  ranks, 
bitter  taste  of  nauseous  medicines,  the  intolenip  It  must  obviously  appear  contrary  to  every  prin« 
Ue  pains,  the  misgivingB  of  heart,  and  the  pangs  ciple  of  reason,  repugnant  to  every  amiable  feeU 
of  oonscienee  which  he  feels  in  common  with  ing,  and  inconsistent  with  (he  general  happiness 
tiie  meanest  wretch  vHm  is  expiring  on  a  dung-  ^  the  species,  that  intelligent  beings,  who  are  all 
hfll.  children  of  tlie  same  Almighty  Parent,  members 

Lastly,  All  ranks  come  to  the  same  tormina-  of  the  same  great  family,  and  linked  together  by 

tion  of  thoir  mortal  existence.    "  Dust  thou  art,  eo  many  fmtemal  ties,  should  ^  bite  and  devoor 

and  unto  dust  thou  shalt  retum,**  is  a  decree  one   another  ,**   engage   in  hostile   enterprisei 

wnich  has  gone  forth  against  every  inhabitant  of  against  each  other,  look  oown  with  sccra  ta^ 
our  globe,  of  whatever  kindred,  rank,  or  nation. 

The  tombs  of  mighty  princes,  of  intrepid  gene-  •  Prov.  xxli. «.    t  job  xxxL  t».    I  AcM  zvtt.  ML 
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MBtemfi  oo  each  oUmti  or  eren  behold  with  in-  hitdj  ineriuble  in  a  world  wfiora  monl  •rfl  a- 
diflerence  the  coodition  of  the  ineelieet  member  ieta,  end  where  iu  mhebitanta  we  expoMd  to 
of  the  famiiy  to  which  they  belong.  On  the  other  danjpera,  difficultieei  and  dtitreee.    Whether  tb» 
hand,  it  ie  consistent  with  the  dicutes  of  enlight*  inhabitants  of  a  worU,  where  nnral  pcrfectiM 
coed  reason,  oonf enial  to  the  beat  feelings  ofhu-  reigns  triumphant,  can  exist  in  a  stale  of  peiftci 
man  nature,  and  indispenMbly  recjaisite  to  the  (eKcity,  and  move  ferwant  in  progi  emirs  vm- 
promotion  of  universal  happiness,  that  sodi  be-  provement,  without  a  subocdinattoa  of  rank,  U  ii 
ings  should  be  united  in  the  bonds  of  affection  not  for  us  to  determine.    But  in  audi  a  world  u 
and  harmony,  that  they  ^boaSd  sympathize  with  ours,  it  is  a  wise  and  graeiouo  appointmoiit  <f 
the  distressed,  delight  in  beholding  the  happi-  the  Creator,  and  is  attended  with  many  uid  iah 
ness  of  all,  "  rejoice  with  diem  that  do  rejoice,  portant  advantages.     Were  there  no  divenity  of 
and  weep  wiih  them  that  weep  ;"—diat  every  one,  wealth  and  station,  we  should  be  deprived  of 
whether  he  be  near  or  far  off,  whether  he  be  rich  many  of  die  oomferts,  conveDiences,  and  as«i>> 
or  poor,  whether  he  be   learned  or  unlearned,  tances  whidi  we  now  enj<^.    Every  one  would 
whedier  he  bdong  to  thb  or  the  other  civil  or  be  obliged  to  provide  for  biniseff  food,  driak, 
religious  society,  whether  his  colour  be  Mack  or  dothing,  furniture,  sbdter,  medidneo,  and  i«> 
white,  whether  he  be  Mind,  or  deaf,  or  lame,  creations ;  and  in  the  season  of  sickness,  dai^, 
whether  be  be  an  tnhabitant  of  Greenland,  loe-  and  distress,  he  would  have  few  or  acne  to  all^ 
hnd,   Barbary,   Germany,  France,  or  Spam,  viate  his  affliction,  and  contribute  to  bis  coo* 
whatever  may  be  his  Umguage,  manners,  or  cos-  fert  But,  in  eoosequence  of  the  diversity  iHiidi 
toms,  should  be  recognized,  wherevor  he  may  be  now  exisis,  on  opportunity  is  afforded  of  on- 
found,  as  a  friend  and  brother ;  and  a  cordial  in-  ploying  the  several  capaotlee  and  eodotraonto 
terest  felt  in  every  thing  that  concerns  bis  wdfare  of  mankind  in  those  lines  of  active  exertion,  for 
and  comfort    Sudi  a  reoognitioo  of  man  as  man,  which  Ihey  are  respectively  fitted,  and  of  l«Mk^ 
is  a  du^  which  neceesarily  flows  from  the  na-  ing  them  subservient  for  the  iroprovemeat  and 
tural  equality  of  mankind,  uid  is  congenial  to  the  happiness  of  general  society.    One  eaereioeo  dN 
conduct  of  the  Universa]  Parent  towards  all  his  trade  of  a  weaver,  another  that  of  a  baker ;  oae 
human  oflbpring.  For,  in  his  love  to  his  iroroenmi  is  a  shoemaker,  another  a  tailor ;  one  is  an  ueU* 
family,  and  wiuiout  respect  of  persons,  he  makes  tect,  another  a  farmer ;  one  is  a  teadfaer  of  od- 
the  same  vital  air  to  give  play  to  their  lungs,  the  ence  or  religion ;  others  hav«  their  mindi  enM^ 
same  sun  to  cheer  and  enlighten  them,  and  the  tained  and  improved  by  his  instrUdions.    Oae  ii 
same  rains  and  dews  to  refresh  their  fields,  and  appointed  a  raler  over  a  city,  anodMr  over  a 
to  ripen  the  fruiu  of  harvest  kingdom;  one  is  employed  in  writmg  for  the 

Let  it  not,  however,  be  inferred,  from  what  anmsement  and'  instruetiott  of  mankind,  another 
has  been  now  stated,  that  we  mean  to  sap  the  is  empl^ed  in  printing  and  publishing  his  writ- 
foundations  of  that  subordination  of  ranks  which  ings.  By  this  arrangement,  the  powers  and  e»> 
exists  in  this  world,  lliis  gradation  in  society  pacitiee  in  which  individuals  exeel,  are  gradoillf 
is  the  appointment  of  God,  aind  necessarily  flows  carried  to  the  highest  degree  of  attainable  po^ 
tinm  the  dreumstanees  and  rotations  in  which  fection ;  and  the  exertions  of  a  single  indindnal 
man  is  placed  in  this  first  stage  of  his  existence  ;  are  rendered  sobeervient  to  the  ease,  the  eotv^ 
and,   were  it  completely   overthrown,   society  nience,  and  the  mental  improvement  of  Iboa 


would  be  phmged  into  a  scene  of  anarchy  and 

confusion ;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  individuals  It  is  not  to  the  diversity  of  rank  and  atatioOi 

which  compose  it,  ^ould  become  a  lawless  baa-  that  the  evils  which  exist  among  the  varioef 

ditli.    Whether  or  not  there  exists  a  subordina-  classes  of  socie^  are  to  be  attributed ;  bat  to  the 


tion  of  office  and  rank  among  tuperior  intelligen-  influence  of  a  spirit  of  pride,  on  the  one  hand, 

CM  of  the  same  apedes,  or  among  the  inhabitants  and  a  spirit  of  inoubordimuioa  on  the  ulbar— to 

of  other  globes,  we  are  unable  at  present  to  de-  the  want  of  a  di9p08ition  to  discharge  the  daiiof 

t«rmine ;  but  in  the  actual  condition  of  aociety  peculiar  to  each  station,  and  to  the  deficiency  ^ 

in  the  world  in  which  we  dwell,  a  state  of  com-  those  kindly  afiections  which  ought  to  be  mua^ 

plete  independence,  and  a  perfect  equality  of  festod  towards  every  human  being,  by  men  ia  afl 

wealth,  station,  and  rank,  are  impossible,  so  long  the  ranks  and  departments  of  life.    If  kwe,  iaaB 

as  there  exists  a  diversity  in  the  capacities,  its  benevolent  ramifications,  were  to  pwvadeths 

tempers,  and  pursuits  of  men.     On  the  diversity  various  ranks  of  sodiJ  life,  kings  vrodd  nevor 

of  rank,  and  the  relations  which  subsist  between  oppress  thdr  sufa3ects,.nor  masters  act  uojoidy 

the  different  classes  of  society,  as  parents  and  towards  their  servants  ;  nor  would  subjeels  ani 

children,  masters  and  servants,  princes  and  aub-  servants  refuse  to  submit  to  just  laws,  and  eqd- 

jects,  is  founded  a  great  proportion  of  those  table  regulations.    AH  woukt act  their  parts  m 

moral  laws  which  (9od  hath  promulgated  in  his  harmony  and  delight  in  this  great  moral  machkie, 

word,  for  regulating  the  indinatkins  and  the  eon-  and  every  sution  and  rank  wouhj  eontribute,  k 

duct  of  mankind.  its  opbere,  to  the  praiiperity  and  happinem  of 

Dtveraity  of  fortune  and  station  appears  abso*  another.    For  the  poor  taanot  do  without  the 
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f  hj:,  nor  the  rich  without  the  poor ;  the  prince 
without  hif  subjects,  nor  subjects  without  wise 
Uid  enlightened  ruWs^  and  equitable  laws.  All 
ore  linked  together  by  innumerable  ties ;  and  the 
recognition  of  these  ties,  and  the  practice  of  the 
reciprocal  duties  which  arise  out  of  them,  form 
the  source  of  individual  happiness,  and  the  bonds 
of  social  enjoyment 


SECTION  II. 

TBV  CONNBKIOirs  AKD  RELATIONS  WHICH 
SUBSIST  AMOHG  MARKI9D  CONSIDERSD  AS 
ESTABLISHIRO  THE  BASIS  OF  LOTS  TO 
OUK   HEIOHBOCTR. 

The  relations  which  subsist  among  mankind 
lay  a  foundation  for  the  exercise  of  the  benevo- 
lent air<wtions,  and  for  the  various  duties  of  social 
life ;  and  these  relations  are  far  more  numerous 
and  extensive  than  the  generality  of  mankind  are 
disposed  to  admit.  The  relations  of  parents  and 
children,  of  husbands  and  wives,  of  brethren  and 
sisters,  of  masters  arid  senranU,  of  rulers  and 
subjects,  of  teachers  and  scholars,  of  buyers  and 
sellers,  &c.  are  recognized  by  all  as  involving  an 
obligation  to  the  exercise  of  certain  correspond- 
ing duties  and  affections.  The  moment  we  con- 
template the  relation  of  a  parent  and  a  diild,  we 
at  once  perceive  the  obligation  of  love  on  the  part 
of  the  parent,  and  of  reverence  and  obedience  on 
the  part  of  the  child  ;  and,  in  every  other  relation, 
a  corresponding  duty  is  involved,  resuhlng  from 
the  nature  of  Jiat  relation,  and  founded  on  the 
principle  of  love.  But  as  these  relations,  and 
their  corresponding  duties  and  affections  have 
been  frequently  illustrated,  I  shall  advert  to  a  va- 
riety of  circumstances,  generally  overlooked, 
which  demonstrate  the  imivertal  connexion  of  hu- 
man beings  with  each  other,  and  the  reasonabl»i 
ness  of  the  exercise  of  kive  towards  all  man- 
kind. 

Wherever  wo  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  great 
(kmily  of  mankind— whether  we  look  aronnd  on  the 
land  of  our  nativity,  or  to  distant  continents,  and 
the  oceans  which  surround  them,  we  behold  thou* 
■ands  of  human  beings  toiling  for  our  eose,  our 
convenience,  our  pleasure,  and  improvement.— 
Here,  we  behold  the  ploughman  turning  up  the 
furrows  of  th^  soil,  and  the  sower  casting  in  the 
seed  which  is  to  produce  the  fruits  of  harvest :-» 
there,  we  behold  the  reaper  cutting  down  the  corn 
which  is  to  serve  for  our  nourishment.  On  the 
one  hand,  we  behold  the  cow-herd  tending  his 
eatde,  which  are  to  afford  us  milk,  butter,  and 
dieese  ;  on  the  other,  we  behold  the  shepherd 
tending  his  flocks,  whose  wool  is  to  provide  us 
with  warm  and  comfortable  clothing.  One  ia 
preparing  leather  from  the  bides  of  oxen,  another 
is  shaping  it  into  shoes  and  boots.  One  is  spin- 
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ning  flax  and  cotton  into  yam,  another  ig  wetf^ 
ing  it  into  linen  and  muslin,  to  cover  and  adoni 
us.  One  is  dressing  the  vine,  whose  juice  is  to 
cheer  and  refresh  us;  another  is  treading  the 
wine-press,  and  preparing  the  .wine  for  our  use. 
Here,  we  behold  the  blacksmith  toiling  ,and 
sweating  at  the  anvil,  preparing  tongs,  and 
shovels,  and  grates,  for  our  apartmenu ;  there, 
w«  behold  the  carpenter,  with  bis  hammer,  and 
plane,  and  saw,  fitting  up  beds,  and  tables,  and 
chairs,  fur  our  ease  and  accommodation.  Heroi 
one  is  preparing  our  food,  and  another  our  cloth- 
ing; there,  one  is  preparing  our  drink,  and 
another  our  medicines.  In  one  chamber,  the 
student  of  nature  and  of  science  u  preparing,  at 
the  midnight  lamp,  those  oompoeitioos  which  ara 
to  convey  entertainment  and  instruction  to  the 
minds  of  the  public ;  in  another,  the  herald  of 
salvation  is  meditating  on  those  divine  subjects, 
which  he  is  about  to  proclaim  for  the  iUuminatioa 
and  comfort  of  assembled  multitudes.  Indiort, 
to  whatever  department  of  human  society  we  di- 
rect our  attention,  and  to  whatever  quarter  we 
turn  our  eyes,  in  the  busy  scene  around  us,  we 
behold  thousands  of  our  fellow-men  exerting  their 
corporeal  and  intellectual  powers  in  those  em- 
ployments which  will  ultimately  contribute  either 
to  our  ease,  omr  entertainment,  our  security,  our 
accommodation,  our  subsistence,  or  our  moral 
and  intellectual  improvement. 

But  our  connexions  with  human  beings  are 
not  confined  to  our  immediate  neighbourhood,  nor 
even  to  the  nation  in  which  we  reside.  There 
is  scarcely  a  region  of  the  globe  towards  which 
we  can  direct  our  view,  in  which  we  do  not  be- 
hold innumerable  litoks  which  connect  us  with  the 
great  family  of  mankind.  Let  us  turn  our  eyes 
to  the  West  India  islands,  and  we  shall  behold 
the  poor  African  slave  toiling  under  the  scorch* 
ing  heat  of  a  tropical  sun,  and  smarting  under 
the  cruel  lash  of  an  unfeeling  overseer,  in  order 
to  provide  for  us  sugar,  molasses,  ami  rice,  to 
mingle  with  our  dainties,  and  to  regale  our  appe- 
tites. If  we  direct  our  view  to  the  enpire  of 
China,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  globe,  twelve 
thousand  miles  distant  from  the  former  region, 
we  shall  behold  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  our  brethren  of  the  human  fiunily  busily  em- 
ployed in  planting  the  tea  tree,  in  plucking  its 
leaves,  in  exposing  them  to  the  steam  of  boiling 
water,  in  spreading  them  out  to  dry,  in  assorting 
them  into  different  parcels,  in  packing  and  ship- 
ping them  off  for  distant  shores,  that  we,  at  a 
distance  of  nine  thousand  miles,  may  enjoy  a  de- 
licious beverage  for  our  morning  and  evening 
meals.*  If  we  turn  our  eves  on  India  and  Persia, 


*'Fot  a  portion  of  this  beverairewe  are  Indebted 
even  to  some  of  the  monkey  tribe.  As  the  tea  shrub 
often  grows  on  the  rouged  bnnks  of  steep  n^oontslns, 
access  to  which  Is  dnnf  erous,  and  sometimes  Im 
practicable,  the  Chinese,  in  order  to  come  at  the 
leaves,  make  ose  of  a  singular  stratagem.   These 
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W9  iMD  $ad  multitttdoi  of  meiii  women,  and  expoted  to  the  riffoun  of  an  arctic  Ay,  mui  aava 

dnMran  aatiduottaly  employed  in  cuitivaiiog  the  narrowly  eicaped  being  frfunged  into  the  deep 

mulberry  plant,  in  hatching  and  rearing  sillc*  by  the  siruke  of  an  enomoua  whale,  in  onler 

worms,   in  winding  and  twisting  the  delicate  that  we  might  be  supplied  with  seaUakios,  wliafe- 

threads  which  prooaed  from  these  insects,  and  bone,  and  oil  for  our  lamps, 

pr^iaring  them  for  the  loom,  in  order  that  our  Even  in  the  bowels  of  the  ocean  thoueanis  of 

ladies  may  be  adorned  with  this  finest  production  poor  wre^es,  on  the  coasts  of  Califonia,  Cey-loo, 

of  nature  and  art.    Let  us  pass  in  imagination  Persia,  and  China,  are  diving  amidst  its  waves, 

to  the  frozen  regions  of  Siberia  and  Karotschatka,  remaining  whole  half  hours,  at  sixty  feet  bdow 

to  the  inhospitable  shores  of  Onalaaka  and  the  the  surfoM  of  iia  waters,  expooed  to  Ibe  danger 

Aleutian  isles,  and  we  shall  behold  numbers  of  of  being  devoured  by  sharks  and  other  oioostisa 

weather-beaten  wretches  exposed  to  innumerable  of  the  deep,  in  order  to  collect  p^arU  tor  om»- 

dangers  by  sea  and  land,  traversing  snowy  moun-  ments  to  the  ladies  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and 

tains,  forests,  marches,  and  deserts,  suffering  America.— In  short,  wherever  we  torn  our  eyen 

frequent  shipwrecks  oo  the  coasts  of  unknown  on  the  surface  of  the  mighty  deep,  we  contem- 

islands  inhabited  by  savage  tribes,  and  exposed,  plate  a  busy  scene  of  human  beings  ptoughisg 

night  and  day,  to  the  chilling  frosts  of  the  polar  the  ocean  in  every  direction,  and  toiling,  in  lbs 

region,  and  Uie  attadis  of  ravenous  wolves,  in  midst  of  dangers,  storms,  and  tempests,  in  order 

order  to  collect  the  skins  of  otters,  and  fuiii  <^  va-  to  promote  the  accommodation  of  their  fellow- 

rious  descriptions,  to  adorn  the  dress  of  our  fe-  mortals,  who  dwell  on  opposite  regions  of  tlie 

male  friends,  and  to    shelter   them   from  the  globe.    On  the  one  hand,  we  behold  thousands 

winter's  cold.    Let  us  pass  to  the  forests  of  Nor-  of  hardy  Rumiana,  Swedes,  and  Norwegians, 

way,  Sweden,  Canada,  and  Jamaica,  and  bun-  steering  their  vessels  along  the  Baltic  ,and  tha 

dreds  of  hardy,  weather-beaten  peasants,  exposed  German  sea,  to  oonvey  to  our  shores  copper, 

to  many  accidents  and  privations,  will  be  seen  timber,  pitch,  skins,  hemp,  and  tallow;  mi  ih* 

cutting  down  the  toll  firs,  larches,  and  mahogany,  other,  we  behoU  the  Ainericans  ploughing  the 

sawing  ihem  into  planks  and  logs,  and  conveying  waves  of  the  Atlantic,  with  stores  uf  mahogany, 

them  in  floats  along  rapid  rivers  towards  the  sea,  sugar,  rice,  flour,  tobacco,  rum,  and  brandy, 

to  be  shipped  for  onr  country,  for  the  purpose  of  Along  the  vast  Pacific  ocean,  tho  Spanish  gol- 

being  formed  into  floors  and  roots  for  our  build-  leons  are  conveying  to  Europe,  gold,  silver, 

ings,  and  into  elegant  furniture  to  decorate  our  pearls,  precious  stones,  and  all  the  other  riches 

apartments.  of  Peru.    Even  from  the  southern  icy  oooan. 

Not  only  in  distant  ulands  aikd  continents,  where  nature  appears  bound  in  the  fetters  of 

but  even  in  the  midst  of  the  vast  ocean,  roulti-  eternal  ice,  the  adventurous  mariner  is  convey^ 

tudes  of  our  brethren  are  toiling  for  our  pleasure,  ing  to  our  shores  fun  of  various  kinds,  wiih  the 

convenience,  uid  comfort.    See  yonder  vessel  products  of  seals  and  whales.    And,  in  rotuni 

in  the  Southern  Atlantic  ocean,  which  has  just  for  the  supply  we  receive  from  foreign  regions, 

weathered  the  storms  on  the  southern  cape  of  our  British  sailors  are  traversing  every  sea  uid 

Africa,  and  narrowly  escaped  the  dansers  of  ocean,  and  distributing  to  the  inhabitants  of 

shipwreok  on  a  rocky  shore.    For  several  weeks  every  dime  the  productions  of  our  arts,  sciences, 

the  hardy  mariners  have  been  beating  against  and  monufiictures. 

the  wind  in  the  midst  of  thunders,  lightnings,  Even  in  the  subterraneous  apartmeois  of  the 

and  tempests,  with  mountainous  waves  con-  globe,  as  well  as  upon  its  surfrice,  many  tiiou* 

tinually  breaking  over  them,  darkness  surround-  aands  of  human  beings  are  labouring,  in  confined 

Ing  them  for  many  sleepless  nights,  and  the  dread  and  gloomy  regions,  to  promote  our  comforts  and 

of  impending  destruction  filling  them  with  trem-  enjoyments.    The  copper  mines  in  Sweden  aro 

bling  and  horror.    And  why  have  they  been  ex-  situated  at  more  than  a  thousand  foot  bebw  the 

po8«l  to  danger  so  dreadful  and  appalling  7  That  surface  of  the  ground,  and  contain  a  vast  num- 

they  might  oonvey  to  our  shores,  from  China  ber  of  subterraneous  apartments,  branching  in 

and  Hindostan,  stores  of  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  por-  all  directions.    In  these  dreary  abodes,  twelve 

eelain,  silks,  carpets,  and  precious  stones,  to  hundred  wretched  beings  are  doomed  to  pass 

supply  luxuries  to  our  tables,  and  ornaments  to  their  existence,  deprived  of  the  cheerful  light  ol 

•ur  dress.    See    yonder  vessel,  too,  which  is  day— 4oiling,  almost  naked,  in  the  midst  of  hoi 

tossing  in  the  midst  of  the  Northern  ocean,  and  sulphureous  vapours,  and  luider  severe  task« 

passing  between  shoals  and  icebergs,  and  liable  masters,  in  order  that  we  may  be  supplied  with 

every  moment  to  be  crushed  to  pieces  between  the  best  species  of  copper,  for  farming  our  kel* 

moaatoinsofice.   Her  mariners  havo  long  been  ties,  cauldrons,  and   copper-plate  engravings. 

.   .             ^  ^  The  salt  mines  of  Hungary  and  Poland,  the  gold 

ed,  to  avenffa  themselves,  tear  off  the  bnuiches,  and  dreds  of  sunilar  subterraneous  maosioos,  m 

shower  them  down  upon  those  who  have  Insulted  various  parU  of  the  earth,  press&t  to  our  view 

Ukani.TbeCUneseimmedlatelyooUecttliessbnmeb-  ^l!_T»~..     ^ZTeiil               ii       V^ 

i7Mdstxlpoffth«lrlsavtar-.AMy.  Brft;irt2¥ik  numerous  ptwps  of  our  feUow-niea,  oil  sagoga 


RELATIONS  OF  MANKIND.  61 

ki  manilar  tolU  ind  1  aboan,  in  order  that  we  maj  common  to  the  species,  may  be  M^vtly  dAnioj; 

enjoy  the  riches,  the  eleganciesi  and  the  con-  and  reproaching  us  as  individuals,  or  as  a  nation, 

venienoes  of  life.    In  our  owd  coantry,  how  But,  from  whatever  motives  their  labours  and 

many  thousands  of  our  brethren  are  labouring  exertions  proceed,  it  is  a  fact  whieb  cannot  oe 

in  the  dark  recesses  of  the  earth,  fiir  beneath  its  denied,  and  which  thev  cannot  prevent,  that  we 

surface,  exposed  to  the  suflbcation  of  the  ehoke^  actually  enjoy  the  benefit  of  them ;  and,  that,  with- 

damp  and  the  explosions  of  the  ^e-^Uamp,  in  out  them,  we  should  be  deprived  of  the  greater 

procuring  for  us  that  invaluable  fossil,  which  part  of  those  comforts  and  enjoyments  which 

warms  and  cheers  our  winter  apartments,  which  render  existence  desirable,  and  which  cheer  us 

cooks  our  victuals,  and  enables  us  lo  carry  on  in  our  pilgrimage  to  the  grave, 

the  various  processes  of  our  arts  and  manulao-  We  have,  therefore,  in  almost  every  artificial 

tories  !  object  that  surrounds  us,  and  in  every  enjoyment 

Thus  it  appears,  that  we  are  ooanect«d  with  v?e  possess  from  day  to  day,  so  many  sensible 

our  fellow-men,  in  every  <|uarter  of  the  world,  emblems  of  our  connexion  with  every  branch  of 

by  thousands  of  ties ; — that  millions  of  human  be-  the  great  family  of  mankind.  When  wo  sit  down 

ings,  whom  we  have  never  seen,  ndr  never  will  to  a  dish  of  tea,  we  are  reminded  of  the  crowded 

see  on  this  side  the  grave,  are  labouring  to  pro>  and  busy  population  of  China,  where  this  plant  is 

mote  our  interests,  without  whose  exertions  we  produced,  and  of  the  poor  African  slare,  through 

should  be  deprived  of  the  greatest  proportion  of  whose  sorrows  and  toils  the  sugar  we  mix  with 

our  accomodations  and  enjoyments.    While  we  it  is  prepared.    And  shall  we  not  feel  a  kindly 

are  sitting  in  our  (Comfortable  apartments,  feast-  affection  for  those  whose  labours  procure  us  snc^ 

ing  on  the  bounties  of  Providence,  thousands,  a  refreshing  beverage  ?    And  should  not  our  love 

and  ten  thousands  of  our  brethren  of  mankind,  in  prompt  us  to  every  active  exertion  by  which  their 

difierent  regions  of  the  globe,  are  assiduously  miseries  may  be  alleviated,  and  their  intellectual 

labouring  lo  procure  for  us  supplies  for  some  and  religious  improvement  promoted  ?    When 

future  entertainment.    One  is  sowing  the  seed,  we  look  al  the  pearls  which  adorn  us,  we  are  re- 

anoiher  gathering  in  the  fruits  of  harvest ;  one  is  minded  of  the  poor  wretch  who  has  plunged  to 

providing  fuel,  and  another  furs  and  flannel,  to  the  bottom  of  the  deep,  and  scrambled  among 

guard  us  from  the  winter's  coM;  one  is  convey-  projecting  rocks,  to  the  danger  of  his  life,  in  or^ 

ing  home  the  luxuries  and  necessaries  of  life,  der  to  procure  them.    When  we  look  at  a  cop- 

another  is  bringing  intelligence  from  our  friends  per-plate  engraving,  we  are  reminded  of  the  dark 

in  distant  lands ;  one  is  carrying  grain  to  the  and  cheerless  recesses  of  the  copper  mines, 

mill,  anoUier  is  grinding  it,  and  another  is  con-  where  hundreds  are  empk>yed  in  digging  for  this 

veying  it  along  die  road  to  our  habitations ;  one  useful  metal.    When  we  enjoy  the  comfort  of  a 

is  in  search  of  medicines  to  assuage  our  pains,  cheerful  fire,  we  are  reminded  of  the  gk>omy  sub- 

and  another  is  in  search  of  consolation  to  sooth  terraneous  regions  to  which  so  many  of  our  coim- 

oor  wounded  spirits.    In  the  midst  of  these  ne-  trymen  are  confined,  and  the  toils  and  dangers  to 

vor-ceasing  exertions,  some  are  crossing  deep  which  they  are  exposed,  before  our  coals  can  be 

and  dangerous  rivers,  some  are  traversing  a  vast  dragged  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  And  while 

bowling  wilderness  ;  soms  are  wandering  amidst  we  feel  delighted  with  the  diversified  enjoyment 

swampy  moors,  and  trackless  heaths ;  some  are  which  flows  from  the  labour  and  industry  of  every 

parched  with  thirst  in  sandy  deserts ;  some  are  class  of  mankind,  is  it  reasonable  that  we  should 

shivering  and  benumbed  amidst  the  blasts  of  look  with  indiflference  on  any  one  of  them  ?    Is 

winter ;  some  are  toiling  along  steep  uid  dai>-  it  not  accordant  with  the  dictates  of  enlightened 

gerous  roads,  and  others  are  tossing  in  the  midst  reason,  and  with  every  thing  that  we  consider  as 

of  the  ocean,  buflfeted  by  the  winds  and  raging  amiable  in  the  nature  of  man,  that  we  shoukl 

billows.  embrace  them  all  in  the  arms  of  kindness  and 

And,  since  we  are  connect «i  with  our  fellow-  brotherly  affection,  and  that  our  active  powers, 
creatures  by  so  many  links,  ii  it  not  reasonabis,  so  far  as  our  influence  extends,  should  be  em- 
is  it  not  congenial  to  the  nature  of  man,  that  we  ployed  in  endeavouring  to  promote  their  present 
^ould  be  connected  with  ihem  by  the  ties  of  and  everlasting  hsppiness?  At  present,  they 
sympathy  and  benevolent  afiections  1  It  is  true,  seldom  think  about  the  benefits  they  are  procur- 
indecd,  that  the  various  dasses  of  mankind  in  ing  for  us  and  olAers  by  their  useful  laboura ;  but 
evenr  country,  who  are  toiling  for  our  ease  and  were  their  circumstances  molioreled,  were  their 
gratification,  sekJom  or  never  think  of  us  in  the  miseries  relieved,  were  their  minds  expanded  by 
midst  of  their  difficulties  and  labours.  Perhaps  instruction,  were  their  moral  powers  cultivated 
they  have  no  other  end  in  Tiew  than  to  earn  their  and  improved,  were  they  to  behold  the  various 
daily  subsistsnce,  and  provide  food  and  clothing  branches  of  the  human  family  for  whom  they  are 
for  their  fiunilies ;  perhaps  they  are  actuated  by  labouring,  exertrag  every  nerve  to  promote  their 
the  most  selfish  motives,  and  by  principles  of  moral  improvement  and  domestic  enjoyment,  it 
vanity  and  avarice ;  and  some  of  them,  perhaps,  would  produce  many  pleasing  emotions  in  their 
\inder  the  influence  of  that  depravity  which  is  breests,  in  the  midst  of  all  their  toilsome  b- 
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to  reflacC  that  their  exertionf  arv  the  erideat,  that  the  Creator,  ia  fwrnrng 
of  dtftriboting  mmntmtm  eomSbniM  and  ciples,  and  in  permitting  ana  to  dieeoeer  their 
aaMMf  BMsa  of  diflereat  natione,  nature  and  energies,  intended  that  thej  ahonid 
Is,  and  languages.  Their  minds  be  applied  ibr  promoting  a  rapid  and  cadeari^ 
wooM  take  a  more  extensire  range  among  the  interoourae  among  all  the  branches  of  thai 
various  tribei  of  mankind  with  v^icb  tbejr  ai«  large  fanulj  which  he  has  placed  opon  dw  glohe. 
eonnecied,  as  intelligences  of  the  same  species ;  And  I  have  no  dotdit,  that  in  die  fiiinre  ages  of 
ihtej  would  learn  to  trace  the  remotest  eonse  the  world,  by  means  of  improvements  in  art 
qnences  of  every  branch  of  labour,  and  of  every  and  acieoce,  such  intercourse  will  be  carried  ob 
mechanical  operation  in  which  they  are  engaged,  in  the  spirit  of  benevolence,  to  an  Aleat  and 
and  they  would  thus  fed  themselves  more  mti-  with  a  rapidity  of  whidi  we  cannoC  at  |MtsM< 
■Mlely  related  to  every  individual  of  the  great  Ibrm  any  adeiiDate  oooceptlca. 
&miiy  to  which  they  belong.  '  It  appears,  then  to  be  one  great  design  of  ifae 
That  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Creator  that  an  Creator,  in  connecting  mankind  by  so  maay 
eitensive  and  affectionate  mteroourie  shouU  be  liriks,  and  in  rendering  them  dependent  upott 
carried  on  between  the  remotest  tribes  of  man-  each  other,  though  placed  in  opposite  regions  of 
kind,  appears  even  from  the  physical  oonstitt»-  the  ^Mie,  to  lay  a  broad  foundation  for  the  exer- 
tion and  arrangement  of  our  gkibe.  The  surface  cise  of  Uie  benevolent  afieetians  between  men  of 
of  the  earth  is  every  where  indented  with  rivers  aU  nations,  and  ultimately  to  unite  the  whole  ho- 
of various  dimensions,  winding  in  every  direo-  man  race  in  one  harmonious  and  affectionate  so- 
tion  through  the  continents  and  the  larger  ciety.  And  it  is  obviously  the  duty  of  every 
islands,  and  some  of  them  running  a  course  of  human  being  to  cultivate  those  dispositions,  aaid 
several  thousands  of  miles.  In  the  eastern  con-  to  prosecute  that  train  of  action  which  have  n 
tiaent,  above  four  hundred  rivers  of  Urge  di-  teiiclency  to  aoeoroplish  the  plans  of  the  Unives^ 
mensions  are  rolling  from  die  mountains  towards  sal  Parent,  and  to  promote  the  happinea  of  his 
the  sea ;  and  ia  the  western  cMitinent,  more  intdiigeul  o9Bipring.  In  so  doing,  bis  oontribaica 
than  one  hundred  and  forty  majestic  streams  are  to  kb  own  individual  hi^>piness,  and  at  the  saiaa 
to  be  found,  connecting  the  highest  and  the  ro-  time  to  that  of  all  the  moral  intelligenom  in  hs^ 
motest  parts  of  the  land  with  tlM  ocean,  besides  vcn  and  earth  with  which  he  is  conacctsd. 
thousands  of  streams  of  samller  dimensions. 

The  water  <^  the  sea  is  ibrmod  of  such  a  con-  — ^ 
sistency,  or  specific  gravity,  that  it  is  capable  of 

supporting  large  floating  edifices ;  white,  at  the  SECTION  III. 
same  time,  its  parts  are  so  yieMing  as  to  permit 

such  vehicles  to  move  with  rapidity  along  its  ram  itltxxatx  destihatioit  or  MAimv* 

surface,  through  its  waves  and  billows.     In  vir-  cohstiwkejd  as  a  basis  fok  lots  to  oum 

tue  of  this  arrangement,  the  ocean,  instead  of  itsiohboitk,  aitd   as  a  Morm  to  its 

standing  as  an  everlasting  barrier  between  the  xzxKcisx. 
nations,  has  become  a  medium  for  the  most 

speedy  interoourM  between  distant  lands.    The  Thb  present  worM  is  not  the  ultimate  desti- 

atmosphere  which  surrounds  the  globe,  oontri-  nation  of  mankind.    It  is  only  a  passing  seena 

butes  likewise  by  its  agency  to  promote  the  same  through  whidi  (hey  are  now  travelling  to  diat  in^ 

importsnt  end.    By  the  impulsion  of  its  differ-  mortal  existence  which  will  have  no  tenninatiaa. 

ent  masses  in  various  directions,  our  ships  are  Man  is  at  present  in  the  infancy  of  bis  being ; 

wafled  with  considerable  velocity  along  ihe  sur*  his  frundties  are  only  beginning  to  expand,  hia 

fitce  of  rivers,  seas,  and  oceans,  to  the  remotest  moral  powers  are  feeble  and  depraved,  his  inte^ 

extremities  of  the  globe.    By  means  of  these  ar-  lectual  views  are  circumscribed  within  a  narrow 

rangements  which  the  Creator  has  established,  range,  and  all  the  relations  in  which  he  stands 

the  treasures  of  the  mountains,  and  of  the  inland  demonstrate  that  the  present  scene  is  connected 

parts  of  the  continents  and  islands,  are  conveyed  with  the  future,  and  is  introductory  to  a  higher 

towards  the  sea,  and  transported  from  one  island  sphere  of  action  and  enjoyment.    *'  We  know,* 

and  continent  to  another ;  and  ^thus  the  various  says  the  Apostle  Paul,  "  that  if  this  earthly 

tribes  of  mankind  have  an  opportunity  of  visiting  house  of  our  tabernacle  were  dissolved,  we  have 

each  other,  of  cultivating  an  affectionate  inter-  a  building  of  God,  an  house  not  made  with 

course,  and  of  contributing  to  their  mutual  en-  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens."    And  our  Sn- 

joyment.    And  as  it  is  probable  that  there  exist  viour  declares,  that  "  the  hour  is  coming,  m 

in  nature  certain  powers  or  principles  not  yet  which  all  that  are  in  their  graves  shall  hear  hia 

discovered,  the  ageiicy  of  which  may  be  applied  voice,  and  shall  come  forth,**  and  that  **  oar 

to  the  propelling  of  madiines  and  vehicles  over  vile  bodies  shall  be  changed,  and  fashioned  Ukm 

land  and  water,  and  tbrou|^  the  regions  of  the  onto  his  glorkms  body,"  and  shall  entar  into  fhm 

atmosphere,  with  a  velociiy  modi  superior  to  enjoyment  of  a  new  world,  "  ti^ich  is  fawomip* 

what  has  hitherto  been  efleoied  ^t  appears  tible,  ondefiM,  and  which  fiideth  not  awsy.* 
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Tim  <!tp«ei^  of  making  perpetaal  advancas  may  behold  his  body  laid  in  tho  grav«  with  9M 
kk  knowledge  and  moral  improvement  in  a  fu-  much  apathy  as  we  behold  the  carcass  of  a  dog 
Cure  state  (^existence,  is  that  in  which  the  true  thrown  into  a  pond.  But  could  we  follow  the 
dignity  of  man  consists;  and  in  this  capacity,  pious  man  beyocid  the  precincts  oTihe  tomb,  into 
and  the  high  destination  with  which  it  is  con«  thai  immortd  scene  which  has  burst  upon  his 
oected,  there  is  no  difference  between  the  hi^H  disencumbered  spirit ;  could  we  trace  the  gradual 
and  the  low,  the  slave  who  is  chained  to  a  expansion  of  his  faculties  towards  (Ejects  which 
galley,  and  the  sovereign  at  whose  nod  the  na-  lie  beyond  the  grasp  of  mortals,  and  the  peifoo- 
tions  tremble.  They  are  equally  destined  to  im-  tion  of  his  moral  powers;  could  we  behold  his 
mortality,  and  will  exist  in  a  future  world,  when  mouldered  frame  starting  up  to  new  life  at  *'  the 
time  and  all  the  arrangements  of  the  present  resurrection  of  the  just,'*  and  arrayed  in  new 
state  shAi  come  to  a  close.  If  man  were  only  splendour  and  beauty ;  oouU  we  cotitemplate  hha 
the  creature  of  a  day,  whose  prospects  are  placed  in  a  station  of  dignity  and  honour  among 
bounded  by  this  terrestrial  scene,  and  whose  the  sons  of  God,"  in  that  glorious  residence  to 
dopes  terminate  in  the  tomb,  it  might  appear  a  which  he  is  destined ;  hb  intellectual  powers  ex- 
matter  of  oomparativoly  little  importance  whether  panding,  grasping  the  most  sublime  objects,  and 
or  not  our  benevolent  regards  were  extended  to  pushmg  forward  in  the  career  of  perpetual  imp- 
cur  fellow-men,  except  in  so  for  as  our  self-in-  provement,  without  the  least  stain  of  moral  im- 
lerest  and  avarice  were  concerned.  The  happi-  perfection ;— would  we  now  treat  such  a  one  with 
ness  of  a  folio  w-creaCure  might  then  be  consider-  malevolence,  or  even  with  indifference  or  n^ 
ed  as  a  matter  of  indifference,  and  his  dissolu-  gleet  ?  And  were  we  placed  by  his  side  in  such 
lion,  at  death,  a  oireumstance  as  trivial  as  the  a  dignified  station,  what  would  our  feelings  be 
falling  of  a  leaf  in  autumn,  or  the  sinking  of  ik  when  we  recoUected  the  apathy,  the  iodiffierence, 
•tone  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean.  Even  in  this  and  even  the  contempt  with  which  he  was  treated 
case,  however,  it  would  still  be  conducive  to  hu-  in  this  sublunary  scene  ?  On  the  other  hand, 
man  happiness  during  the  short  and  nncertaiu  could  we  follow  the  poor  wretched  slave  to  the 
spaa  of  our  existence,  that  all  the  branches  of  fiiture  world,  and  contemplate  the  degradation 
the  human  family  were  cemented  together  in  and  misery  to  which  he  is  there  reduc^  in  coo- 
union  and  affection.  But  when  we  reflect  that  sequence  of  our  malevolence  and  neglect,  what 
all  the  intelligent  beings  around  us,  with  v^m  emotions  of  horror  and  indignation  should  we 
we  more  immediately  associate,  and  all  those  in  not  feel  at  the  recollection  of  that  pride  and  dia- 
distant  lands  with  whom  we  are  connected  by  affection  which  led  us  to  act  so  basely  towards 
the  ties  of  one  common  nature,  and  oo  whom  we  a  fellow-immortal,  whom  it  was  in  our  power  to 
depend  for  many  of  our  comforts,  are  destined  have  trained  to  wisdom,  to  excellence,  and  to  a 
along  with  ourselves  to  an  eternal  world,  in  happy  immortality?  When,  therefore,  we  be- 
another  region  of  the  Creator's  empire ;  and  hold  individuals  withholding  their  benevolent  re« 
Chat  the  affections  we  now  cultivate,  and  the  gard  from  their  brethren  of  mankind,  and  treat* 
eonduct  we  pursue  in  reference  to  our  brethren,  ing  them  with  haughtiness  and  contempt,  we 
have  an  intimate  relation  to  that  immortal  ex-  must  condude  that  such  persons  overlook  the 
istence ;— this  consideration  stamps  an  import*  true  dignity  of  man,  and  secretly  disbelieve  the 
ance  on  the  exercise  of  brotherly  affection  which  reality  of  an  immortal  state  of  existence,  whatever 
is  beyond  the  power' of  human  language  to  ex-  professions  they  may  make  to  the  contrary.  For 
press.  It  shows  us,  that  the  dispositions  which  the  consideration  of  the  eternal  destiny  of  man- 
we  now  indulge,  and  the  manner  in  which  we  kind  reflects  a  dignity  on  the  meanest  human  be- 
treat  the  meanest  of  our  fellow-creatures,  may  ing,  and  attaches  an  importance  to  all  our  affeo- 
be  recognised  and  attended  with  the  most  im-  tions  and  actions  in  relation  to  him,  unspeakably 
portant  effects  a  thousand  millions  of  years  greater  than  if  his  existence  were  circumscribed 
hence,  and  may  run  parallel  in  their  conse-  within  the  narrow  limits  of  time,  and  throws 
quences  even  with  eternity  itself.  completely  into  the  shade  all  the  degrading  cir- 

We  may,  perhaps,  view  it  as  a  matter  of  tri-  cumstances  with  which  he  is  now  surrounded, 

rial  moment  in  what  manner  we  now  conduct  When  we  consider  our  brethren  of  the  human 

ourselves  towards  a  servant  or  a  ^ve ;  whether  fomily  in  the  light  otimmartal  intelligences,  and 

we  reader  his  life  miserable  by  hard  labour,  look  forward  to  the  scenes  of  the  eternal  world, 

cruel  insults,  and  contemptuous  treatment,  or  a  crowd  of  interesting  reflections  naturally  arises 

study  to  promote  his  comfort  and  domestic  enjoy-  in  the  mind.    A  wide  and  unbounded  prosnect 

nent ;  whether  we  neglect  to  instruct  him  in  the  opens  before  us.    Amidst  new  creations  and  ^be 

knowledge  of  his  duty  to  his  God  and  to  his  fel-  revolutions  of  systems  and  worlds,  new  di^ilays 

low  mea,  or  labour  to  promote  hu  moral  anJ  re-  of  the  Creator's  power  and  providence  burst  upoa 

ligioos  improvement.    We  may  view  with  in-  the  view.     We  behold  ourselves  planed  on  a 

diffhrence  or  contempt  the  person  sind  the  foniily  theatre  of  action  and  enjoyment,  and  paasini 

af  a  poor  pious  neighbour,  who  has  earned  a  through  "  scenes  and  changes^  whidi  bear  ne 

•eaoty  ribsisieaee  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  and  resen^lance  to  the  tranaactiona  and  erenli  tl 
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•his   subfunarf  world.     W«   behold    ouraelTei  portion  of  them,  iniheir  present  state  of  dopmH* 

winkling  with  beings  of  a  superior  order,  culti-  ty  and  degradation,  are  altogether  unqualiSed  Jor 

vating  nobler  aflections,  and  engaged  in  more  participating  in  the  exercittes  and  enjoyments  ol 

sublime  employments  than  those  which  now  o^  celestial  intelligences.     Whole  nations  arc  sti5 

eupy  our  attention.     We  behold  ourselves  asso-  orerspread  with  intellectual  darkness,  ignoraal 

eiated  with  men  of  all  nations  and  kindreds,  and  of  their  eternal  destination,  and  inmersed  in  ini» 

with  those  who  lived  in  the  remotest  periods  of  moralities  and  vile  abominations.    And,  erea  in 

time.  Millions  ofyears  roll  on  after  millions,  our  those  countries  where  the  tight  of  rcvelatioo  baa 

capacities  and  powers  of  intellect  are  still  ex-  dispelled  the  gloom  of  heathenism,  a  vast  mass  ol 

panding,  and  new  scenes  of  beauty  uid  magnifi-  human  beings  are  to  be  fbunu»  "  having  tbeir  oA" 

cence  are  perpetually  bursting  on  the  astonished  derstandings  darkened,  alienated  from  the  life  ^.i 

mind,  without  any  prospect  of  a  termination^—  God,"  and  sunk  into  the  mire  ofevery  moral  p<^ 

Amidst  those  eternal  scenes,  we  shall  doubtless  lution.    Still,  we  have  no  reason,  on  this  sc* 

enter  into  (he  most  intimate  connexions  with  per-  count,  to  overlook  their  native  (figaity,  and  tbeir 

sons  whom  we  have  never  seen,  from  whom  we  high  destination.     Every  human  being  we  see 

are  now  separated  by  continents  and  oceans,with  amtrnd  us,  however  low  in  rank,  or  degraded  by 

chose  whose  bodies  are  now  mouldering  in  the  dust,  vice,  is  atdawed  with  an  immortai  naturt,  amd  i* 

with  those  who  have  not  yet  entered  on  the  stage  oapaUe  of  being  rai»edto  the  dignity  of  an  inhaint- 

of  existence,  and  with  those  with  whom  we  now  aM  of  heaven;  and  there  is  not  a  single  iodivi- 

refuse  to  associate  on  account  of  their  rank,  and  dual  to  whom  we  can  point,  either  in  onr  owa 

jtation,  and  religions  opinions.    That  man,  into  country  or  in  other  lands,  in  relation  to  whom  ws 

whose  dwelling  we  would  not  at  present  deign  are  authorized  to  affirm,  that  he  wUl  not  be  a 

to  enter,  and  with  whom  we  would  ahhor  tomin-  participator  in  immortal  bliss.    And,  thereibre, 

gle  in  the  public  services  of  religion,  may  then  be  vrwy  man  with  whom  we  associate,  and  whook 

ene  of  our  chief  companions  in  the  regions  of  we  recognixe  in  the  cirde  of  society  arousd  us, 

bliss,  in  directing  and  expanding  our  views  of  the  ought  to  be  viewed  as  one  with  whom  we  may  a»> 

glory  and  raagnifioenoe  of  God.   The  man  whom  aociate  in  the  world  to  come.    And  as  to  those 

we  now  hate  and  despise,  and  whose  oflers  of  as-  who  appear  to  be  partially  enlightened  and  reno- 

sistance  we  wodd  treat  with  disdain,  may  in  vated  in  their  muids,  we  ought  not  to  withhoM 

that  happier  world  be  a  principal  agent  in  opening  our  affection  and  complacency  on  account  of  theii 

to  our  view  new  sources  of  contemplation  and  ignorance,  their  contracted  views,  or  erroneoiks 

deliglit.    That  servant  whom  we  now  treat  as  a  opinions.    We  should  view  them,  not  as  they  are 

being  of  inferior  species,  at  whom  we  frown  and  in  their  present  state  of  infancy  and  weakneasi, 

scold  with  feelings  of  proud  superiority,  may  be  but  as  they  will  be  when  arrived  at  maturity  and 

our  instructor  and  director,  and  every  way  our  manhood ;  not  as  they  appear  in  the  first  weak 

superior,  in  that  region  where  earthly  distinctions  essays  of  their  intellectual  powers,  and  in  the 

•re  unknown.    That  humble  instructor  whom  loweiit  step  of  their  existence,  but  as  they  will  ap- 

we  now  despise,  and  whose  sentiments  we  treat  pear  in  their  career  of  improvement  after  a  lapss 

with  contempt,  may,  in  that  worM  ofintellij;ence  of  millions  of  ages.    Carrying  forward  oor  views 

and  love,  be  our  teacher  and  our  guide  to  direct  to  those  eternal  scenes,  and  aecompasying  our 

our  views  (^  the  attributes  of  the  Deity,  of  the  brethren  of  the  human  (aroily  through  all  the  gra- 

arrangemenlsofhisprovidMiee,  and  of  the  glories  dations  of  their  existence  in  fiiture  worlds,  wa 

(rf*  his  empire.  There  the  prince  may  yield  prece-  behold  their  faculties  in  progressive  espaesion, 

tfence  to  his  subjects,  the  master  to  the  slave,  their  minds  approximating  nearer  to  the  soarca 

and  the  peer  to  die  humblest  peasant.    For  bo  of  eternal  wisdom,  their  views  of  the  empire  of 

pre-eminence  of  birth,  fortune,  or  learning,  no  Onnipotence  continually  enlarging,  tbeir  lux>w- 

sxcellence  but  that  which  is  founded  on  holiness  ledge  of  the  plan  of  redemption,  and  tlsnunseroos 

and  virtue,  on  moral  and  intellectual  endow-  bearings,  for  ever  increasing ;  their  love  and  a^ 

laents,    will   have    any  plscs  in  the  arrange-  fection  to  God  and  to  fellow  intelligences  waxiog 

ments  of  that  world  where  human  distinctions  are  into  a  more  ardent  flame ;  every  evit  propensity 

for  ever  abolished  and  unknown.    And  shall  we  corrected,    every  imperfection  removed,  every 

now  refuse  to  acknowledge  those  who  are  to  he  blossom  of  virtue  fully  expanded,  and  "  joyun-^ 

our  friends  and  companions  in  that  future  world  ?  speakable  and  full  of  glory"  pervading  every 

Is  it  not  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  reason  and  faculty  of  their  souls.    And  can  we  behold  intei- 

to  the  voice  of  Grod  that  we  should  regard  them  ligent  minds,  capable  of  so  high  and  dignified  au 

with  complacency  and  affection,  whatever  be  the  tainroents,  and  the  companions  of  our  fiitura 

garb  they  now  wear,  whatever  be  their  colour  or  destiny,  with  indifference  or  contempt  9  Is  thera 

features,  and  in  whatever  island  or  continent  not  here  a  broad  foundation  laid  for  the  aaost  oi- 

ihey  may  now  reside?  pansive  emanations  of  love  towards  every  mem-^ 

It  must,  indeed,  be  admitted,  that  all  the  inha-  her  of  the  great  fiimily  erf*  maiAiad,  however 

bttants  of  out  world  will  not  be  exalted  to  dignity  much  he  may  be  obscured,  and  sullied  by  feUj 

aad  happiness  in  the  future  state.    A  great  prtH  and  sin  b  this  first  stage  ofhis  eiistsBCsl 
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hk  die  nean  time,  while  the  greater  part  of 
aankind  are  immersed  in  ignoranoe  and  ricei 
while  the  image  of  their  Maker  is  defaced,  and 
Cheir  immortal  powers  prostituted  to  the  vilest 
pasriioos,  the  most  noble  and  honourable  opera- 
tion in  which  love  can  be  engaged,  is  to  devjse 
and  execute  schemes  by  which  our  degraded 
brethren  may  bo  raised  to  intellectual  and  moral 
excellence :  to  train  up  young  immortals  in  re- 
ligion and  virtue  ;  to  diffuse  tho  principles  of 
useful  knowledge  among  all  ranks  ;  to  counteract 
the  diabolical  spirit  of  war  and  contention ;  to 
abolish  slavery  in  every  8ha|»e ;  to  meliorate  the 
social  and  domestic  condition  of  the  lower  orders 
of  society;  to  publish  the  revelation  of  God  in 
every  language,  and  to  send  forth  the  roessen- 
gen  of  salvation  to  every  land,  to  instruct  men  of 
all  nations  and  kindreds  and  tongues  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  of  the  path  which 
leads  to  a  blessed  immoruJity.  Thus  shall  we 
be  enabled  to  mani^Mt  our  love  towards  all  our 
brethren  of  the  human  family ;  thus  shaU  weoon- 
Iribute  to  reader  them  worthy  of  our  highest  af- 
fection, and  to  prepare  them  for  the  exalted 
exercises  and  employments  of  the  life  fo  oome. 


SECTION  IV. 

cove  TO  aOD  AMD  OUtL  ITEIOBBOUK  SmrOROVO 
▲ITD  ILLirSTRATKD,  FROM  A  CORSIDERA- 
TlOir  or  THE  MISERABLE  BFrECTS  WHICH 
WOULD  BirsiTE  WERE  THESE  PRlHOIPbES 
REVERSED,  AMD  WERE  RATIOJIAL  BSIHeS 
TO  ACT  ACCORDIirOI.r. 

The  two  leading  principles  which  I  have  en* 
deavoured  to  illustrate,  in  the  preceding  pages, 
form  the  basis  of  the  moral  order  of  the  intelli- 
gent universe.  Consequently,  were  these  prin- 
ciples reversed,  and  were  moral  agents  to  act 
aooordingly,  the  moral  world  would  soon  be  tnuia- 
(brmed  into  a  scene  of  the  most  dismal  anarchy 
and  confusion.  Every  action  would  be  dictated 
by  feelings  of  pure  mahooUnee,  and  misery  in 
every  shape  wodd  be  the  great  object  which  hu- 
man beings  would  exert  their  powers  to  accom- 
plish. Could  we  suppose  for  a  moment,  that  so- 
ciety could  subsist  for  any  length  of  time  under 
the  unrestrained  operation  of  such  a  principle,  the 
following,'  among  many  thousands  of  similar  e^ 
fects,  would  be  the  natural  and  necessary  results. 

Every  individual  would  exhibit,  in  every 
action,  the  character  of  a  fiend ;  and  every  fami- 
ly would  display  a  miniature  picture  of  hell.— 
Between  the  husband  and  wife  there  would  be 
nothing  but  incessant  brawUi^,  dissension,  and 
execrafioo.  Whatever  was  ardently  desired  hy 
the  one  would  be  as  resolutely  and  obstinately 
oppoBvd  by  tlie  other ;  and  the  fiiry  and  resentment 
escitod  by  unsaiitfed  desiraa,  and  disappointed 


hopes,  would  destroy  every  vestige  of  peace  and 
tranquillily ,  and  stimulate  a  host  of  infernal  pas- 
sions to  rage  without  control.  Their  children 
would  be  actuated  by  the  same  diabolical  tempers. 
The  son  would  take  an  internal  pleasure  in  curs- 
ing, insulting,  and  reproaching  **  the  fiiiher  that 
begat  him,''  and  in  trampling  with  scorn  and  in- 
dignation on  the  mother  who  gave  him  birth.— 
Brothers  and  sisters  would  live  under  the  conp 
tinual  influence  of  malice  and  envy,  '*  hateful,  and 
hating  one  another."  Whatever  actions  tended 
to  irritate,  to  torment,  and  to  enrage  the  passions 
of  each  ^ther,  and  to  frustrate  their  desires  and 
expectations,  would  be  performed  with  a  grin  of 
infernal  delight.  Mutual  scuffles  and  execrations 
wouU  ensue.  One  would  have  his  eye-ball  bruis- 
ed, or  knocked  out  of  its  socket,  another  would 
have  hu  teeth  driven  out  ofhis  jaws ;  one  would 
have  his  hair  torn  from  its  roots,  another  his 
skull  fractured  with  repeated  blows ;  the  legs  of 
one  would  be  fijil  of  bruises  and  putrifying 
sores,  and  the  &ce  of  another  all  over  coverud 
with  blotches  and  scars,  most  hideous  to  behold  ; 
and,  in  the  progress  of  dmtention,  the  hand  of  a 
brother  would  plunge  his  dagger  into  a  brother's 
heart.  In  larger  societies,  fraud,  fidsehood,  de* 
eeit,  seduction,  quarrels,  oppression,  plunder,  ra- 
pine, murder,  and  assassination,  would  be  the 
common  occurrences  of  every  day  and  every  hour. 
The  seller  would  uniformly  endeavour  to  cheat 
the  buyer,  and  the  buyer  would  endeavour,by  every 
kuid  of  fraud,  or  open  force,  to  deprive  the  sel- 
ler of  the  value  of  bii  commodities.  Poison  wouM 
besoM  ibr  medicine,  and  deleterious  mixtures  and 
poisonous  drugs  would  be  mixed  up  with  the  com- 
mon articles  crfffood,  that  the  venders  might  enjoy 
the  diabolical  pleasure  of  hearing  of  the  pains, 
the  agonies,  and  the  dying  groans  of  the  victims 
of  their  villany.  The  debauchee  would  triumph 
in  the  number  of  victims  he  had  rendered  wretch- 
ed and  forlorn  by  his  wiles  and  depraved  pas- 
sions ;  the  strong  would  oppress  the  weak,  and 
rejoice  in  depriving  them  of  every  comfort,  and 
the  powerful  would  exult  in  trampling  under  their 
feet  the  petMns  and  the  property  of  (he  poor,  and 
in  beb<^ding  the  extent  of  the  miseries  they  had 
created. 

In  the  common  intercourse  of  lUe,  every  one 
would  be  maltreated,  insulted,  and  reproached, 
as  he  walked  along  the  street ;  the  lip  would  be 
shot  out  with  a  diabolical  grin  at  every  passen- 
ger, which  would  be  reiumwi  with  the  frown  and 
the  scowl  of  a  demon.  Every  passenger  that 
met  another  on  the  highway  wouM  be  encoun- 
tered with  blows,  execrations,  and  reproaches; 
and  he  who  met  his  neighbour  unavrares  m  the 
recesses  of  a  forost,  would  receive  a  dagger  in 
his  breast  before  he  was  aware  of  his  danger. 
Words  wouM  be  exchanged  between  man  and 
man  that  wouU  cut  each  other's  hearts  "  like  the 
piercings  of  a  sword,"  and  horrible  contcntieiMi 
accompanied  with  rage  and  fivy,  and  woundi 
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tad  braiflM  would  be  pratMited  to  the  view  in  aB  ite  aoeorapemments,  tlie  crsrii  oT  flklb^ 

every  eityi  and  villafe,  and  rutal  eeene.    When  bouses,  and  of  palaces  tumbling  into  rain ;  tfa« 

one  had  iinithed  a  house  to  shelter  him  from  the  terror  and  confusion  of  its  inhabitants,  the  wail- 

storni,  a  number  of  desperadoes,  in  horrid  coid-  ings  of  women  and  ^children,  and  the  groans  of 

btnation,  would  overturn  the  mansion,  and  crush  the  burning  victims,  would  be  a  feast  4o  the  ejea 

him  among  the  ruins.    When  one  had  planted  and  music  to  the  ears  of  such  malignant  being*, 

vines  and  fruit-Trees,  others  would  seise  the  op-  as  they  once  were  to  JViro,  when,  from  the  top 

pertonity,  when  they  were  beginning  to  bud  and  of  a  high  tower,  he  beheld  Rome  wrapt  in  tbe 

bloesom,  to  tear  them  op  by  ^e  roots ;  penons  flsmes  which  he  himself  had  kindled,  end  soig 

who  sowed  the  seed  in  spring  could  have  no  con-  on  his  lyre  the  destruction  of  Troy.    Even  in 


Bdeoce  that  they  would  ever  reap  the  fruits  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean  sndi  revolriag 

autumn  ;  and  no  one  could  have  the  least  secu-  would  be  frequently  reaiixed.    When  two  ships 

rity  that  the  wealth  and  property  he  possessed  deecried  each  other,  a  diaboUoa)  onset  woidd 

to^y  would  be  his  to-morrow.    No  one  could  ensue.    To  set  on  flames  the  respective  vesaete, 

feel  secure  for  a  single  hour,  that  his  life  was  to  sink  them  in  the  deep,  or  to  cauee  them  to 

not  in  danger  from  the  sword  of  the  mnrderer  or  burst  with  a  horrid  ezplosioo,  would  be  the  ob- 

the  assassin ;  every  man  would  live  in  continoal  ject  of  both  the  crews ;  that  they  might  feaat 

fear  and  alarm ;  no  pleasing  prospecu  nor  hopes  their  malevolenoe  on  the  spectacle  of  wound* 

•of  fatore  enjoyment  would  ever  calm  the  tumnl-  and  carnage,  of  drowning  wretches  covered  with 

tuous  passions,  or  cheer  the  distracted  mind ;  all  Uood  and  acars,  fighting  with  the  billowa,  and 

eonfideoce  between  man  and  man  would  be  com-  scrambling  fer  safety  among  the  shattered  frag- 

pletely  destroyed ;   felsehood    in  every    shape  meats  of  the  wreck. 

woukl  walk  triumphant ;  the  mind  would  be  di»-  Were  it  possible  that  diaooveries  in  art  and 

tracted  amidst  its  ignorance  of  the  scenes  and  science  could  be  made  by  intelligeneea  actuated 

events  that  were  happening  around  it ;  fur  no  in-  by  such  malignant  paasions,  they  wouU  be  aH 

telligence  could  be  believed,  and  no  one  could  applied  to  subserve  the  purpoees  d" malevolence, 

certainly  know  the  reality  of  any  ol^eot  or  event,  The  feroe  of  gunpowder  would  be  employed  to 

anleos  he  belaid  it  with  his  own  eyes.    Schools,  blow  ships  and  houses  to  atoms,  to  shake  pofio- 

seminaries  of  learning,  universities,  and  acade-  lous  cities  to  their  feondalions,  and  to  create 

mies  would  have  no  existence,  and  no  one  could  among  their  inhabitants  universal  horror  and 

gain  an  acquaintance  with  any  principle  or  fact  alarm ;  the  force  of  steam  would  be  employed  ia 

in  the  universe  around  him,  except  in  so  far  as  producing  destructive  exploeions,  and  in  propeW 

he  bad  made  the  investigation  by  me^  of  his  ling  tlie  inatrumeots  of  death  snd  devastatioM 

own  senses  and  powers.    Tormented  by  tumul-  among  a  surrounding  populace.     Air  baUooaa 

tuoua  passions  raging  within,  in  continnat  alarm  would  be  employed  for  enabling  them  to  carry 

from  de^ieradoes,  plunderers,  and  assassins  ra^  their  malignant  schemes,  in  rdation  to  distaal 

ing  around,  looking  back  on  the  past  with  horri-  tribes,  more  speedily  into  effect ;   for  hurling 

ble  recollections,  and  contemplating  the  future  down  upon  towns  and  villages  stones,  and  buRets« 

with  terror  and  dismay,  the  mind  would  feel  it-  and  darts;  and  for  enabling  them  to  eaeaiM  in 

self  fixed  in  a  scene  of  misery  and  wretchedness,  safety  when  they  had  finished  the  work  of  de- 

which  no  wwds  could  describe  nor  pencil  deli*  struction.    The  discovery  of  the  nature  of  light* 

neate.  ning,  and  its  identity  to  the  deetrical  fluid,  in- 

If  we  could  suppose  a  number  of  auch  beings  stead  of  being  applied  fbr  the  protection  of  per- 

leagued  together  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  aons  and  of  buildings  from  the  stroke  of  that  tcr- 

Bchemes  of  malevolence  more  completely  into  rific  meteor,  would  be  destined  to  the  porpoea  of 

eflTect,  one  of  their  employments  would  be  to  set  devastation  and  destruction.    The  eloetricity  of 

fire  to  houses  and  villages,  in  order  that  they  th»  atmosphere  and   the   lightnings    from   the 

might  enjoy  the  infernal  pleasure  of  seeing  their  doiids  woiUd  be  conducted  and  directed  so  as  to 

fellow-creatures  deprived  of  every  sbeher,  and  aet  on  fire  stadu  of  com,  to  shatter  lofty  build- 

of  beholding  men,  women,  and  children  roasting  ings,  and  lay  groups  of  men  and  cattle  prostrate 

in  the  flames.    Another  employment  would  be  with  the  dust.    Every  mechanical  power,  and 

to  poison  the  springs  of  water,  that  they  might  all  theoombinatioiis  of  physical  forces  wMch  art 

behold  one  after  another,  from  the  sucking  child  can  produce,  would  be  appKed  to  the  framing  of 

to  the  hoary  head,  seixed  with  excruciating  pains,  engines  fbr  torture,  devastation,  and  maMacre ; 

and  sinking  into  the  agonies  of  death.    Another  and  cm  the  front  of  every  new  inveniioa  would 

gratification  of  malevolence  would  be  to  dam  up  be  displayed,  as  if  engrail  in  legible  characters 

the  rivers  in  their  rapid  course,  that  they  might  — ^brbor,  missht,  akd  dbbihuctiok. 

overflow  the  circumjacent  plains,  in  order  that  Could  we  suppose  fbr  a  moment  such  beinga 

diey  might  feast  their  eyea  on  the  scenes  df  do-  occasionally  combining  together  on  a  larga  seals, 

vastation  and  ruin  that  woukl  thus  be  created,  fbr  the  purpose  of  more  extensively  glutting  their 

and  en  th«  terror  and  deetruciion  of  the  wretched  amlevolenoa,  their  conduct  towards  each  other  m 

Uiabitaiua*    The  oonflagratioo  of  a  eity,  with  nnftens,  and  the  contests  in  which  they  woald  ha 
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engaged  i&  tbie  capacttj,  would  be  fremendoM  terrible  refn-enotatiom  we  can  fbrin  of  the  her* 

and  iiorriMe  beyond  the  power  of  daacrtption.  ror«  of  the  future  atate  of  punbhmeni,  where  ma> 

Every  malevolent  affection  would  be  brought  into  levolent  pnMione  rage  without  control ;  and  the 

action;  erery  infernal  paasion  would  be  raised  oontideralions  now  stated  demonstrate,  that  the 

to  its  highest  pitch  of  fury ;  every  one,  tfimo*  man  who  is  actuated  k^  a  principle  of  hostility 

lated  by  his  associates,  woiidd  bceathe  nothing  towards  his  neighbour,  ts  training  and  preparing 

but  revenge,  execrations,  slaughter,  and  utter  himself  ibr  becoming  an  inhabitant  of  that  roi*^ 

extermination  against  opposing  armies;   every  rable  and  dreary,  region,  **  where  the  worm  dieth 

engine  of  human  destruction  which  ingenuity  not,  and  the  fire"  of  malevolence  and  rerenge 

eould  invent  would  be  brought  into  the  scene  of  "is  never  quenehed.**    We  are  thus  instructed, 

action ;  the  yeU  of  demons  would  aooompany  the  that  if  thisre  be  a  fiitlire  stale  at  all,  it  muatf 

fierce  and  sanguinafy   onset;  and  a  scene  of  from  the  very  nature  and- const itutioii  of  things, 

horror  would  ensue  beyond  the  power  of  imagl*  be  a  state  cf  misery  and  horror  to  every  man 

nation  to  conceive,  which  would  not  terminate  whose  mind  is  under  the  unre* trained  dominion 

till  the  one  clase  of  combatants  had  extenninated  '  of  depraved  affections  and  malignant  passions ; 

the  other ;  till  they  had  trampled  down  and  de»  ao  that  there  is  no  possibility,  in  such  a  case,  of 

•troyed  the  frnita  of  their  ground,  and  turned  escaping  the  **  wrath  to  come,"  unless  the  moral 

their  land  into  a  wildernesa ;  till  tbey  had  burned  constitution  of  the  intelligent  universe  were  eD« 

their  villages  to  ashes,  and  tumbled  their  cities  tirely  subverted. 

Into  a  heap  of  mine  ;  till  they  had  drenched  their  ^  If,  dten,  it  appears  that  such  dismal  oonse- 
fieUa  with  blood,  and  .strewed  them  with  skulls,  -  qurnces  wovVi  flow  from  the  subversion  of  this 

and  limbs,  and  the  mangled  carcasses  of  thou-  principle  or  law,  it  is  obvious  that  the  law  itself 

sands  and  ten  thousands  of  men,  women,  and  must  be  "  boly,  jpst',  and  good,**  and  calculated 

children,  thrown  together  in  horrible  confusion,  to  ■  promote  <  (he  j^rfection  and  happiness  of  aU 

But  it  is  needless  to  dwell  on  such  scenes ;  since  created  intelligencea,  among  whom  it  is  found 

the  history  of  all  nations— ^nce  even  die  history  infuil  operation,    ^nd  in  a  world  such  as  ours, 

of  modem  Europe  presents  us  with  spectacles  dT  where  this  law  is  partially  violated,  the  conse- 

horror,  scarcely  inferior  to  those  I  have  now  de-  quent  misery  which  is  sufiered  will  be  nearly  in 

scribed,  and  with  moral  agents  who  bear  too  proportion  to  the  extent  t6  which  this  violation 

striking  a  resemblance  to  those  whose  actions  are  is  carried,  and  to  the  number  of  individuals  who 

eompletely  subvsryive  of  the  second  command-  are  actuated  by  a  principle  of  opposition  to  its 

ment  of  the  law,  "  Thtu  thaU  loot  tkjf  fuighbour  requirements. 

m9tf9M{f**  In  like  manner,  it  might  be  shown,  that  the 

Sud),  then,  would  be  some  of  the  dreadful  most  dismal  efibcts  would  be  produced,  were  the 

elects  whieh  would  flow  from  a  subversion  of  first  principle  of  the  moral  law  reversed,  and  the 

the  second  {uincipleof  the  moral  law,  if  we  eouki  malevolence  of  intelligent  beings  directed  towards 

suppose  that  organical  intelligences,  not  mdoumd  their  Creator.    In  this  case,  instead  of  assem- 

$tMimmmtd  mmIiss, could  exist  fbr  any  length  bled  multitudes  joining  in  solemn  adorations  of 

of  time  amidst  such  scenes  of  depravity  and  the  divine  character  and  perfections,  the  God  of 

wretchedness.    But   it  is  more  than  probable  heaven  wouM  be  blasphemed,  and  his  name  ab- 

that  such  a  state  of  society  coukl  not  long  sub-  borred  in  every  land.     Instead  of  reverence  and 

sist  in  such  a  worid  as  we  now  inhabit,  and  profound  humility  in  the  presence  of  Jehovah,  a 

among  rational  beings,  whose  corporeal  organi-  spirit  of  pride  end  independenoe,  and  an  impa- 

tation  is  constructed  afler  the  model  of  the  hu-  tience  of  ocmtrol,  wouki  pervade  every  mind. 

man  frame.    The  whole  mass  of  society  in  every  Instead  of  thanksgivings  for  the  bounties  of  his 

land  would  soon  be  transformed  into  one  bound-  providence,  the  basest  ingratitude  would  be  mani- 

less  scene  of  anarchy  and  confusion  ;  every  one  fested,  and  the  most  maiked  contempt  of  all  his 

would  flee  from  his  neighbour  as  from  an  in^mal  fitvours.    Instead  of  cordial  submission  to  his 

fiend ;  a  war  of  universal  extermination  would  wise  arrangements,  nothing  but  miirrourings  and 

commence ;  nothing  wouU  be  behekl  over  all  the  repinings  would  be  heard,  and  the  most  pH^ 

regions  of  the  gkibe  but  speetadea  of  rapine,  sumptuous  decisions  uttered  against  all  the  dia«* 
dovastation,  and  destruction ;  and  nothing  wouM 

be  heard  among  all  the  eight  hundred  millions  of  nishment,  or  whether  the  prlnctiitesof  the  mend  law 
its  inhabitants  but  the  voice  of  exeoration,  and  7^'"  be  entirely  sulweiled  among  the  miseralile  be- 
*k«  »^u  ^  u«%^i.*;««  .nil  «iAtiMi:n«  .nJ  .<«  ***«■  ^^^  "^  8uliK»cled  to  that  punishment,  it  ba- 
the yeits  of  lamentation,  and  moutning,  and  wo,  ^omes  not  us  positively  to  determine.    But  we  can 

till  at  length  every  beauty  which  now  adorns  the  scarcely  conceive  a  more  horrible  idea  than  that  of 

transformed  mto  a  desert,  every  human  habitat  with  immortal  bodU»,  capable  of  sensations  elmllat 


tion  overturned,  and  every  inhabiUnt  of  the  earth  to  those  we  now  feel.   In  this  r«fe»  every  accamn- 

...■kii  u»/>  .nij:.l,».  •    Tus-  ;•  «.!«  «/  tk*  iMM*  1*1^  wound  reeeirei  flrom  malignant  associates 

sunk  mto  oblivion.*    This  is  one  of  the  most  ^^^^  ^  ^  additional  source  of  iwln  and  miserv 

*WlMl}iersQeh  soenes  as  someef  themnewde-  whlcb  would  contmually  kneieawi.  wi*t>c;;i  muf 

scilbed  may  ba  MadasA  In  the  tetura  state  of  pa-  prospect  of  relief  Item  tfce  sttOM  wi  deaibi 
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pcnMtioiui  of  hb  provideooe.    Initead  of  com-  to  birds,  and  foar-feoted  beftgtn^  and  erecf^ 

placeocy  and  delight  in  hit  cliaracter  and  opora-  things,"  that  thej  were  *'  fiQed    with  all  ua> 

tions,  insults  and  reproaches  would  burst  forth  righieousnessi    fomicauon,    wickedoessi  cove- 

at  every  display  of  his  wiBdom,  jostice,  and  leousness,  iMiidoutneii  f*  that  they  were  <*  full 

omnipotence.     Instead   of  admiration  of  the  of  envy,  murder,  deceit,  malignity,  backbitenh 

beauty  and  grandeur  of  his  wonderful  works  in  KaierM  of  Godf  dospitefiil,  proud,  boasttfn,  in* 

heaven  and  earth,   feelings  of  contempt  and  venters  of  evil  things,  disobedient  to  parents ) 

disdain  would  be  mingled  with  all  their  surveys  without  understanding,  wUhomt  naiwral  afi^Bctianf 

of  the  operatior. J  of  nature.    His  omnipotence  implaeabUt    unmerdjid.      Who,  knowing  the 

would  be  disregarded,  his  benevolence  odled  in  judgment  of  God,  that  they  who  commit  audi 

question  or  despised,  and  his  wisdom  and  intelli*  things  are  worthy  of  death,  not  only  do  the  same, 

gence  arraigned.    Like  Al[4ionso,  king  of  Cas«  but    have    pleasure  in  them  that  do  them." 

Ule,  they  would  not  hesitate  to  affirm,  "  If  we  Were  practices  and  passions  of  thn  description, 

bad  been  of  God's  privy  council  when  he  made  which  are  all  directly  opposed  tonhe  principle  of 

the  world,  we  would  have  advised  him  better."  benevolence,  to   operate  without  control,  the 

Under  the  influence  of  such  diabolical  disposi-  universe  wouM  soon  bo  transformed  into  aboond- 

tions,  the  harnaony  of  the  visible  creation  would  less  scene  of  devastation  and  sterility,  of  miseiy 

bo  attempted  to  be  deranged,  and  its  beauties  and  horror,  of  lamentation  and  wo. 

defaced,  in  00  far  as  their  limited  powers  would  Turning  our  eyes  from  such  revolting  scenes, 

be  able  to  effect.     The  fields  would  be  stripped  I  shall  now  direct  the  attention  of  my  readers  to 

of  their  verdure ;  the  forests  would  be  torn  up  a  more  pleasing  picture,  and  endeavour  to  de- 

by  the  roots,  and  strewed  in  shapeless  masses  lineate  some  of  the  happy  effects  which  would 

along  the  plains ;  the  vegetable  beauties  which  naturally  result  from  a  complete  conformity  ia 

now  diversify  the  rural  luidscape  would  be  efla-  thought  and  action  to  the  principles  of  the  divine 

oed;  the  rivers  would  be  turned  out  of  their  law. 

oourses  to  overflow  the  adfocent  plains,  and  to  — i—                 ^ 
transform    them   into   stagnant   marshes    and 

standing  poob ;  the  air  would  be  impregnated  SECTION  V. 
with  pestilential  vapours;  and  the  grand,  and 

beautiful,  and  picturesque  soends  of  nature  would  sffkcts  which  would  flow  raox  tbb 

be  stripped  of  their  glory,  leaving  nothing  but  Tai.t.  operatioit  or  t^b  pribcipub  oV 

naked  rocks  aitfd  barren  deserts,  covered  with  lovk  to  god  ahd  to  mait. 
the  wrecks  of  nature,  to  mark  the  operaticma  of 

malevolence.  Wksk  this  divine  principle  in  fuU  operatioo 
Such  would  be  the  dispositions  and  the  conduct  among  the  intelligences  that  people  oar  globe, 
of  intelligent  beings  were  the  first  principle  of  the  this  worM  would  be  transformed  mto  a  paradise* 
moral  law  reversal,  and  their  actions  regulated  the  moral  desert  would  be  changed  into  a  fruiifiil 
by  a  principle  of  malevolence :  and  such,  in  a  field,  and  "  bloesom  as  the  roso,"  and  Eden 
greater  or  leas  degree,  are  the  dispositions  of  would  again  appear  in  all  its  beauty  and  delighU 
every  man  in  whose  heart  the  love  of  God  has  Fraud,  deoeit,  and  artifice,  with  all  their  con- 
never  taken  up  its  residence.  Revolting  as  the  comitant  train  of  evUs,  would  no  longer  walk 
scenes  now  supposed  most  ^pear  to  every  mind  rampant  in  ev«ry  land.  *  Prosecutions,  lawsuits, 
possessed  of  moral  feeling,  they  nrnst  be  admit-  and  all  the  innumerable  vexatious  liiigations 
ted  to  be  the  necessary  results  of  malignant  pas-  which  now  disturb  the  peace  of  society,  would 
siuns  raging  without  control.  And  if  there  be  cease  from  among  men.  Every  debt  would  be 
anyregion  of  creation  in  which  pure  malevolence  punctually  paid;  every  commodity  sold  at  ita 
actuates  its  inhabitants,  we  must  suppose  the  just  value  ;  every  article  of  merchsiidise  exhibit* 
restraining  influence  of  the  Almighty  interposed,  ed  in  its  true  character ;  every  promise  ^itiifiilly 
to  preserve  their  malignant  operations  within  performed ;  every  dispute  amicably  adjusted ; 
those  bounds  which  are  consistent  with  the  plans  every  man's  dianuxer  held  in  astimalion ;  every 
of  his  moral  government  and  the  general  happi-  rogue  and  cheat  banished  from  society;  and 
less  of  the  intelligent  universe.  That  princi-  every  jail,  bridewell,  and  house  of  correction, 
pies  and  practices  have  existed  among  mankind,  would  either  be  swept  away,  (Mr  transformed  into 
which,  if  left  to  operate  without  restraint,  would  the  abodes  of  honesty,  industry,  and  peace.  In- 
produce  all  the  effects  now  supposed,  appears  justice  and  expression  would  no  longer  walk 
from  the  description  which  the  apostle  Paul  triumphant  through  the  world,  while  the  pour, 
gives  of  the  chvacter  of  the  Grentile  world,  and  the  widow,  and  the  fadierlsss  were  groaning  uo> 
even  of  that  portion  of  it  which  had  been  brought  der  the  iron  rod  of  those  who  had  deprived  then 
into  a  civilized  state.  He  declares  that  "  they  of  every  comfort.  No  longer  wouM  the  captiv* 
did  not  like  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge,  be  chained  to  a  dungeon,  and  doomed  to  count, 
bot  diaoged  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible  God  in  sorrow  and  solitude,  the  many  long  days  and 
into  an  image  made  like  to  corruptiblo  man,  and  years  he  has  been  banished  from  the  light  of  day 
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•nd  Ui«  society  ofhit  dearect  friends.  No  longer  wouM  be  beaten  into  ploiuhshares  and  pruning 
■houM  we  see  a  hard-hoarted  creditor  doom  a  hookt.  That  icourgo  wnicb  has  drenched  the 
poor  unfbrtmiate  man,  for  the  sake  of  a  Cbw  earth  with  human  gore^which  has  coninilsed 
ahillings  or  poands,  to  rot  in  a  jail,  while  his  fa-  everjr  nation  under  hearen — which  has  produced 
mily,  deprived  of  his  industry,  were  pining  away  tenfoM  more  misery  than  all  the  destructive  ele- 
in  wretchednees  and  want.  No  longer  should  ments  of  nature,  and  which  has  swept  from 
we  hear  the  harsh  creaking  of  iron  doors,  pon-  eiistence  so  many  miDions  of  mankind--^ould 
derous  bolts,  and  the  clanking  of  the  chains  of  be  regarded  as  the  eternal  disgrace  of  the  human 
criminals ;  nor  the  sighs  and  groans  of  the  poor  character,  and  the  most  shocking  display  of  de- 
slave,  fainting  under  ths  lash,  and  the  reproacfaea  pravity  in  the  annals  of  our  race.  No  longer 
of  a  cruel  master.  The  banda  of  the  oppressed  shouU  we  hear  "  the  sound  of  the  trumpet  and  . 
wodd  be  loosed,  the  captives  wooM  be  set  at  the  alarm  of  war,^  the  confused  noise  of  **  the 
liberty,  the  iron  fetters  would  be  burst  asunder,  horseman  and  the  bowman,**  and  of  the  mighty 
and  a  universal  jubilee  proclaimed  throughout  armies  encamping  around  "  the  city  of  the  inno- 
every  land.  The  haunts  of  riot  and  debauchery  cent,*'  to  hurl  against  its  walls  the  instruments 
wouki  be  forsaken,  and  their  iiimales  hissed  from  of  destruction.  No  longer  should  we  behold  the 
the  abodes  of  men.  The  victims  of  seduction  firea  blazing  on  the  mountain  tops,  to  spread  Iho 
would  no  longer  crowd  aur  streets  at  the  dead  alarm  of  invading  armies :  nor  the  city,  which 
hour  of  night,  to  entice  the  *'  simple  ones^'  into  was  once  full  of  inhabitants,  '*  sitting  solitary," 
the  paths  of  vice  and  destruction ;  but  purity,  without  a  voice  being  heard  within  its  dwellings 
rigfatooasness,  and  peace  would  *<  run  down  our  but  the  sighs  of  the  disconsolate  and  the  croans 
streets  like  a  river,"  distributing  safety,  happi-  of  the  dying.  Human  wolves  thirsting  (or  the 
ness,  and  repose.  bk>od  of  nations,  would  cease  to  prowl  among 

The  tongue  of  the  slanderer  and  the  whisper-  men.  Nation  would  not  lifF  up  sword  against 
ings  of  the  backbiter  wouU  no  longer  be  heard  in  nation,  neither  would  they  learn  war  any  more, 
their  pialicious  attempts  to  sow  the  seeds  of  The  instruments  of  cruelly,  the  stake,  the  rack, 
discord  and  contention  among  brethren.  '  Fals».  the  knout,  and  the  lash,  would  no  longer  lacerate 
huod  in  all  its  rami6catioiis,  with  the  numerous  and  torture  the  wretched  culprit;  cannons,  and 
train  of  evils  it  now  produces,  would  be  banished  guns,  and  swords,  and  darts  would  bo  forged  no 
from  the  intercourses  of  society ;  nor  would  more ;  but  the  influence  of  reason  and  aflection 
treachery  prove  the  ruin  of  families  lind  societies,  would  preserve  order  and  harmony  throughout 
and  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  commercial  every  department  of  society.  The  traveller, 
and  the  moral  worM.  No  longer  shoidd  we  hear  when  landing  on  distant  shores,  and  on  the  is* 
of  the  embenling  of  property  by  un&ithAd  ser-  lands  of  the  ocean,  would  no  longer  be  assailed 
vants,  nor  the  Masted  hopes,  the  cruel  dtsap-  with  stones,  spears,  arrows,  and  other  tnstru- 
pointments,  and  the  ruin  of  credit  and  of  reputa-  mtats  of  death,  and  be  obliged  to  flee  from  the 
tion  now  produced  by  the  votaries  of  falaeliood.  haunts  of  his  own  species,  to  take  refuge  in  the 
*'The  lips  oftruthwottU  be  esUUished  for  ever,"  lion's  den,  or  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep;  but 
and  the  liar  and  deceiver  wouU  be  hissed  to  the  would  be  welcomed  as  a  friend  and  a  messenger 
shades  of  hell.  Oar  property  wouM  remain  of  peace.  The  animosities  which  now  prei^ 
iiacred  and  secure  from  the  thief  and  the  mid-  among  religious  bodies  wouU  cease ;  the^  nick- 
night  robber,  and  our  persons  from  the  attacks  of  names  by  which  the  different  sects  of  religionista 
the  murderer  and  the  assassin.  We  shouM  no  have  been  distinguished,  would  be  erased  from 
k>nger  hesitate  to  proaecute  our  journeys  by  day  the  vocabulary  of  every  language ;  Christiana 
or  by  night  fer  fear  of  the  foot-pad  or  the  high-  would  feel  ashamed  of  those  jealousies  and  evil 
wayman,  but  should  recognize  every  passenger  surmisings  which  they  have  so  long  manifested 
as  a  friend  and  protector.  Plunder  and  devasta-  towards  each  other,  and  an  affeotionaie  and  har- 
tion  wouU  cease  from  the  earth ;  "  violence  monious  intercourse  wouM  be  established  among 
would  no  more  be  heard  in  our  land ;  nor  wast-  all  the  churches  of  the  saints, 
ing  nor  destruction  in  all  our  borders.**  Eie*  These,  and  a  thousand  other  evils,  which  now 
orations  and  malicious  insults  wouU  never  render  this  world  a  vast  wilderness  of  pertorba- 
harrow  up  the  feelings  of  our  fellow-men,  nor  tion,  wretchedness,  and  sorrow,  wodld  be  com- 
would  a  single  instance  of  revenge  he  heard  of  pletely  eradioated,  were  the  principle  of  holy  k>ve 
among  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  in  incessant  operation;  and  in  their  place  a 

Pride,  which  now  stalks  about  with  stately  scene  of  lovelmess  and  moral  beauty  wooki  burst 

■tops  and  lofly  looks,  surveying  surrounding  in-  upon  the  view,  which  would  diffuse  joy  and 

tetligences  with  feelings  of  contempt,  would  be  ecstatic  delight  through  every  boeom. 
for  ever  banbhed  from  the  workl.    Ambition        Every  family  wouki  become  a  mansion  ri 

would  no  longer  wade  through  slaughter  to  a  peace  and  love— a  temple  consecrated  to  tlie 

throne,  nor  trample  on  the  rights  of  an  injured  Ood  of  heaven,  from  which  the  incense  of  prayer, 

people.    Wars  would  cease  to  the  ends  of  the  and  praise,  and  pious  aspirations,  would  daily 

ctrth,  and  the  instniawatf  of  humui  destruction  ascend  in  sweet  memorial  to  the  dirone  abova* 


io  THB  PHiLoeorarr  of  &eugi<»t. 

DooMttie  VroQs  •ad  contentioiig  would  e«Me ;  and  the  productiom  of  nitore  and  of  vt 
brotnera  and  sistera  would  be  cemented  in  the  quickly  be  transported  into  every  nation  frcaa 
doMst  bonds  of  hoi  j  affection ;  the  law  ct  kind-  •H^ry  clime.  TrareUera  and  naTi^lora  w«dd 
nen  would  swell  their  hearts  and  dwell  upon  risit  foreign  shores  without  danger  or  alarm  from 
their  tongues ;  serenity  and  joy,  and  a  desire  to  insidious  or  hostile  tribes,  and  woald  land  on 
please,  would  appear  on  every  countenance ;  a  the  most  obscuce  island  of  the  ocean,  fnUy  a>- 
mutual  exchange  of  eentiment  and  generous  sured  of  protection  and  oomfert,  and  the  wel- 
affect  ions  would  circulate  joy  from  father  to  son,  come  of  friendship  and  affecticm.  Every  veesal 
and  from  children  to  parents ;  and  all  the  mem-  'that  ploughed  the  deep  would  become  a  Boaliof 
ben  of  the  family  circle,  animated  by  the  same  temple,  from  which  incense  and  a  pure  offering 
benevolent  spirit,  would  "  dwell  together  in  would  daily  ascend  to  the  Ruler  of  the  skies *« 
unity."  To  communicate  uteful  knowledge,  to  and  its  mariners  would  join,  with  one  heart  and 
train  each  other  to  piety  and  virtue,  to  point  out  one  mind,  in  imploring  upon  each  other  ihe  blesa 
the  different  spheres  in  which  benevolence  should  ing  and  protection  of  the  GKid  of  heaven.  T1i» 
act,  to  assist  in  every  kindly  office,  to  sooth  each  beams  of  love  and  affection  wouM  gladden  every* 
other  in  distress,  and  to  direct  each  other  in  the  land,  and  add  a  new  lustre  to  the  natural  beauties 
path  to  an  endless  life,  would  be  the  unceasing  of  its  landscape.  The  inhabitants  of  China  and 
desire  and  endeavour  of  every  inmate  of  the  Japan  would  be  hailed. as  bene&ctors  when  thej 
&mily  mansion.  From  every  such  maniioo,  the  arrived  on  our  coaste  with  their  cargoes  of  tea, 
radiations  of  love  wouki  fly  from  family  to  fiunily,  augar,  silk,  and  poroelain ;  and  the  iiativee  t£ 
from  one  hamlet  and  village  to  another,  from  one  Fraiwe  and  Gneal  Britain,  when  they  transport- 
town  and  city  to  another,  from  one  nation  to  ed  their  manufactures  to  these  distant  empiresy 
another,  and  from  one  continent  to  another,  till  would  be  welcomed  as  friends,  and  conducted, 
all  the  families  of  the  earth  were  converted  into  without  the  least  jealousy  or  suspicion,  through 
**  the  dwellings  of  the  GoA  of  Jacob.**  all  their  cities  and  rural  scenes,  to  survey  tho 
In  larger  commimities  the  principle  of  lore  beauties  of  nature  and  art  with  which,  theee 
would  effectuate  a  mighty  chanjge.  That  spirit  eouairiee  are  adorned.  The  natives  of  Papua 
of  jealousy  and  selflshness,  of  avarice  and  mono-  and  New-Zealand  would  land  on  our  shores 


poly,  which  now  produces  so  many  jarrings,  con-  without  spears,  or  darts,  or  other  hostile 

tentions,  and  collisions  of  interests  among  town  pons,  and  be  recognized  as  frimids  and  brethren ; 

oouncUs,  corporations,  and  other  smaller  aiso-  and  our  countrymen,  when  traversing  the  dif- 

eiations,  would  cease  to  operate.    Every  one  ferent  regions  of  the  globe,  would  always  meet 

would  see  and  fid^  that  the  prosperity  of  the  with  a  cordial  reception  when  landing  on  their 

whole  is  also  the  prosperitv  of  every  portion  of  coasts.    Fornaiioadjeakwsiesand  antipathies 

the  general  community.     Boisterous  disputa-  would  cease;  and  instead  of  selfish  and  revenge- 

tions,  sneers,  hisses,  reproaclies,  and  angry  pafe-  ful   passions,  reason  woukl  be  cnkivated,  wad 

sions,  would  bo  banished  from  the  deliberations  its  powers  expanded ;  the  smile  of  benevolence 

of  every  society ;  and  candour,  good-will,  and  and  the  hand  of  benefkw  nee  would  gladden  the 

kindly  affections  wouM. animate  the  minds  of  all  inhabitants  of  every  clime,  and  '*  righteousness 

its  members.   Righteous  laws  would  be  enacted,  and  praise  would  spring  forth    before  all  ths 

and  distributive  justice  equitably  adminbtered.  nations." 

Every  nation  would  form  one  great  and  harmoni-  Under  the  benignant  influence  of  the  spirit  of 

ous  family;  all  its  members  being  I  inke  J  together  love,  useful   intelligence  of  every  description 

by  the  ties  of  kindness  and  reciprocal  affection,  would  be  rapidly  and  extensively  communicated; 

Its  magisu-ates  would  become  "  nursing  fathers"  the  sciences  would  be  improved,  and  carried 

to  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  to  promote  their  forward  to   perfection ;    the  jealousies  which 

peace,  their  domestic  comfort,  their  knowledge,  now  exist  among  scientific  men  would  ceaso  to 

and  their  general  improvement ;  and  throughout  operate,  and  every  fact  on  which  scienco  is 

all  ranks  of  the  community  nothing  would  ap-  built  would  be  impartially  investigated,  and  eat- 

pear  but  submission,  obedience,  reverence,  and  hibited  in  its  tnie  aspect ;  the  arts  would  flourish, 

respect.  and  be  carried  to  the  highest  pitch  of  improve- 

The  mutual  intercourse  of  nations  wouM  be  ment ;  no  secrets  in  arts  or  trades  would  be  lock- 

e«tabtished  cm  the  principles  of  friendship  and  ed  up  in  the  breast  of  the  discoverer ;  but  every 

afllection,  and  on  the  basis  of  immutable  justice  useful  hint  would  at  once  be  oommunicaled  to 

and  eternal  truth.  Raised  above  peuy  jealousies,  the  public ;  every  inveniioo  would  imiformly  be 

■ecurefrom  the  alarms  of  war,  and  viewing  each  applied  to  the  promotion  *of  a  benevolent  ob- 

other  as  branches  of  the  same  great  family,  and  ject,  and  the  arts  of  destruction  would  cease  to 

•■  children  ni  the  same  Almighty  Parent,*—  be  oultivated,  and  be  held  in  universal  detesta- 

•very  nation  and  empire  would  feel  an  interest  tion.  '  Under  the  hand  of  art,  the  iiabitations  of 

In  BTomoiing  the  prosperity  of  another,  and  would  men  wouU  be  beautifM  and  adorned,  to  cor> 

rejoice  in  beholding  its  happiness  and  improv»>  respond  with  the  purity  and  improvenMnt  of 

lU  Commerce  woukl  be  free  and  unshackled,  Iheb  nural  fbolings,  aa^  a  new  lustra  wonld 
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W  HhVwii  om^  the  fitte  of  nature.  Towu  and  e«iiee  would  pervado  the  whole  man  of  ^odaty. 
vflliMa  wook^  ba  Ihiilt  on  apacioiM  plans,  divaat-  That  divine  maxim  inculeated  by  oar  Savioor, 
ed  or  al!  thai  gloom  and  filth  which  now  disgrace  "  /i  w  more  bUmed  to  give  than  to  roodno^^^  would 
the  abodes  dT  millions  of  human  beings,  and  be  engraven  on  every  heart,  and  appear  in  every 
which  ibrm  an  emblem  of  their  physical  and  action.  This  sublime  principle  forms  a  promt* 
moral  wretchedness ;  and  the  hmdsoape  of  every  nent  trait  in  the  character  of  God,  and  in  all  his 
eountrv  would  present  a  scene  of  grandeur,  fertiU  arrangements  towards  his  creatures ;  and  it  anl* 
ity,  and  pictureeque  beauty.  Those  immendb  mates  the  minds  of  superior  intelligences  in  their 
treasures  which  have  been  so  long  e^ipended  in  associations  with  each  other,  and  in  their  oeca« 
the  arts  of  war  and  devastation  would  be  em-  aional  intercourses  with  the  inhabitants  of  our 
ployed  in  turning  immense  deserts  into  fruitful  world.  In  imitation  of  these  glorious  beings,  the 
fields,  in  beautifying  the  aspect  of  rural  nature,  human  race  would  consider  ^t  as  the  grand  end 
in  planting  orofaards  and  vineyards,  in  forming  of  their  existence,  not  merely  to  acquire  wealth, 
spacious  roads,  in  eslaUishing  seminaries  of  knowledge,  or  power,  but  to  employ  themselves 
instruelion,  in  erecting  oomibrlable  habitations  in  the  unceasing  difibsion  of  beneficence  to  all 
for  the  lower  orders  of  society,  and  promoting  around.  To  communicate  happiness  through- 
their  domestic  enjoyment.  What  an  immense  out  all  the  ranks  of  their  fellow-men  with  whom 
variety  of  objects  of  this  description  woukl  be  they  mingle,  to  sooth  the  disconsolate  and  the 
acoomplished  within  the  limits  of  Great  Britain  desponding,  to  riJieve  the  distressed,  to  instruct 
by  means  of  a  thousand  millions  of  pounds,  which  the  ignorant,  to  expand  the  intellect,  to  animalo 
we  all  know  have  been  lately  expended  within  and  direct  the  benevolent  affections,  to  increase 
the  space  of  twenty-four  years,  in  carrying  for-  the  enjoyments  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  corn- 
ward  the  work  of  destruction  !  munity,  to  direct  the  opening  minds  of  the  youngs 

Under  the  influence  of  the  reign  of  k»ve,  the  to  lead  them  by  gentle  steps  into  the  paths  of 
instruction  of  all  ranks,  in  every  department  of  wisdom  and  holiness,  and  to  promote  every 
usefiil  knowledge,  wouU  be  rapidly  promoted  ;  scheme  which  has  a  relation  to  the  public  good, 
ignorance  and  error,  with  all  their  attendant  woukl  form  the  constant  aim  of  all  conditions  of 
evils,  wouU  soon  evanish  from  the  minds  even  men  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest.  Every  house 
of  the  lowest  orders  of  society ;  seminaries  would  wouM  be  open  to  the  weary  and  benighted  travel* 
be  erected  and  established  on  a  liberal  basis,  for  ler,  every  heart  would  welcome  him  to  the  re> 
instructing  every  dass  of  mankind  in  all  those  freshments  and  repose  it  afforded,  every  eoun« 
branches  of  science  which  tend  to  expand  the  tenance  would  beam  benignity,  every  comfort 
capacity  of  the  human  mind,  and  to  extend  the  wouU  be  afforded,  every  wish  anticipated,  and 
range  of  it*  contemplations;  the  hours  of  active  every  stranger  thus  entertained  would  "bless 
labour  would  be  abridged,  in  order  that  they  the  mansion,**  and  implore  the  benediction  of 
might  have  leisure  for  the  cultivation  of  their  heaven  on  all  its  inmates.  The  houseless  child 
understanding  and  the  exercise  of  their  moral  of  want  would  no  longer  wander  amidst  scenes 
powers.  To  add  to  thetr  stodi  of  knowledge,  of  plenty,  tattered  and  forlorn,  pinched  with  po- 
and  to  increase  tlie  sum  of  happiness  around  verty,  exposed  to  the  piercing  blasts,  and  obliged 
them,  wouM  be  considered  as  interesting  and  as  to  repoee  under  the  open  canopy  of  heaven,  for 
delightful  as  it  now  is  to  the  sons  of  Mammon  want  of  more  comfortable  shelter ;  the  poor 
to  "  add  house  to  house,  and  field  to  field,'*  and  would  soon  cease  out  of  the  land,  every  ons 
to  riot  on  the  gains  of  avarice.  Societies  would  would  be  active  and  industrious,  and  every  ons 
be  formed  for  mutual  improvement  in  knowledge  would  enjoy  a  comfortable  portion  of  the  boun* 
and  virtue ;  lectures  delivered  on  every  interest-  ties  of  Provklence.  And  what  a  happy  work! 
ing  and  useful  subject ;  experiments  performed  to  would  it  be  were  Idndnom  and  affection  the  chap 
illustrate  the  order  and  mechanism  of  nature;  racteristic  of  ail  its  inhabitants!  The  face  of 
and  inslntmmits  of  every  description  procured  nature  would  wear  a  more  cheering  aspect,  '*  the 
for  eihibiiing  the  wisdom  and  omnipotence  of  desert  woukl  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose," 
the  Creator  uid  the  glories  of  the  universe.  The  the  flowers  would  look  more  gay,  the  "  little  hilli^ 
revelation  of  heaven  woukl  be  studied  with  in-  would  be  encircled  with  joy,  the  light  of  heaven 
teOigence  in  all  its  aspects  and  bearings,  and  wouM  appear  more  gkirioua  and  transporting,  a 
every  passion,  affection,  and  active  exertion  thousand  delighifol  emotions  wouM  spring  up  in 
would  be  directed  by  its  moral  requisitions,  the  mind  amidst  every  rural  scene,  and  every  so> 
The  human  mind,  thus  trained  and  carried  for-  cial  intercourse  wmdd  be  a  source  of  unmingled 
ward  in  wisdom  and  holiness,  would  shed  a  Uim.  Paradise  would  be  restored,  heaven  wouU 
moral  radiance  around  it,  and  be  gradually  pre-  descend  to  earth,  and  an  emblem  woukl  be  pre- 
pared for  entering  on  a  hif^er  scene  of  c<mtem-  senled  of  the  joys  of  the  blessed  above, 
plaiion  and  enjoymenti  O  blissful  and  auspicious  era !    When  will 

Among  all  ranks  of  men,  a  spirit  of  selfishness  thou  arrive  to  still  the  restldiks  agitation  of  mft> 

and  avarice  wouki  be  extinguished,  and  in  its  lignant  passions,  to  promote  peace  on  earth  and 

Bisad  a  spirit  of  noble  generosity  and  benefl-  good  will  among  men  t    Wfasn  wiQ  ths  benev^ 
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baoe  of  tBgeli  and  arduuif  e1»  deieend  to  dw«U  quil,  and  every  on«  woiiU  *'  eome  to  htt  grm. 
with  man  upon  earth,  to  expel  aelfishnen  from  like  as  a  shock  of  oofn  eooieth  in  his  season.* 
the  human  breast,  to  huih  every  disordered  affeo-  In  shwt^  under  the  influence  of  the  emanationr 
tioo,  and  to  restore  tranquillity  and  order  among  of  lore,  malignity  wouki  he  tranaforaiod  imo  be- 
.  the  bewiJdered  race  of  Adam  7  When  will  the  nevolencei  vice  into  virtue,  oppresaien  into  )un- 
spirit  of  k>ve,  in  all  iu  beneficent  energies,  do-  tiee,  cruelty  into  sympathy  and  tenderness,  sel* 
sceod  from  the  Father  of  light  to  arrest  the  con-  fishness  into  beneficence,  oootontion  into.unity 
vulsirais  of  nations,  to  heal  the  woonds  of  saSer-  and  friendship/raud  into  honesty,  avarice  into  go> 
ing  humanity,  to  uansfiHrm  fieUs  of  slaughter  into  nerosity,  pride  into  humility,  wretchedness  inio 
regions  of  tranquillity,  to  soften  the  ferocious  oomlbrt,  sorrow  intojoy,  war  into  peace,  and  this 
tempers  of  "  the  people  who  delight  in  wv"  to  spaeioos  globe,  now  the  reoeptade  of  misery  and 
noite  in  one  holy  and  harmonious  society  men  of  vice,  wouM  be  transformed  into  the  temple  of 
every  language  and  of  every  tribe?  Not  till  ocmoord,  happiness,  and  peaes. 
Christianity  shall  have  shed  its  benign  anflu-  Such  are  some  of  the  beneficial  effects  whidi 
enoe  on  every  land ;  not  till  **  the  knowledge  of  would  'be  experienced  in  the  social  state  of  tho 
the  Lord  shall  cover  the  earth,*'  and  the  can-  human  race,  were  a  principle  of  benevolence  lo 
nons,  and  swords,  and  spears,  and  battle-axes  pervade  the  minds  of  mankind.  The  imnensn 
of  the  warrior  shall  be  broken  to  shivers,  and  mass  of  moral  evils,  under  which  the  earth  now 
forged  into  ploughshares  and  pruning-hooks.  groans,  would  be  removed ;  the  moral  aspect  of 
'*  Then  shall  the  wolf  dwell  with  the  lamb,  and  society,  in  every  nation,  would  assume  a  new 
the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the  kid,  and  the  lustre  of  loveliness  and  excellence ;  and  nature 
ealf,  and  the  young  licm,  and  the  (ktling  togo*  herself  would  be  arrayed  in  new  robes  of  graoo> 
ther,  and  a  little  child  shall  lead  them."  **Then  fulness  and  beauty.  For  it  wookl  be  easy  Id 
judgment  shall  dwell  in  the  wiklemess,  and  show,  were  it  at  all  necessary,  that  eveiy  parti- 
righteousness  in  the  fruitful  fieU.  And  the.work  cular  now  stated,  and  a  thooaand  similar  effeds, 
of  ri^teousness  shall  be  peace,  and  the  effect  of  wouki  be  the  nahiral  and  neoMsaiy  results  of  bot^ 
righteousness,  quietness  and  assurance  for  ever,  when  it  becomes  the  msinspringofhuman  actions 
And  all  people  riiall  dwell  in  peaceable  habitations,  I  shall  now  shortly  trace  some  of  the  effects  of 
and in8uredwelIings,andinqoiet resting-places."  love,  considered  as  directed  more  imnied lately 

In  fiike,  under  the  reign  of  love,  most  of  tho  towards  God. 

evils,  both  physical  and  moral,  under  which  men  Supreme  kwe  to  God  would  excito  cooipl^ 

•re  now  doomed  to  suffer,  would  be  either  greatly  oency  in  his  character  and  perfections ;  and  pietf , 

mitigated  or  completely  abolished.  It  is  scarcely  in  all  its  fervent  and  delightful  emotions,  would 

too  much  to  affirm,  that  nine-lenths  of  all  the  naturally  flow  upwards  to  the  fbuntain  of  aB 

evils  that  aflTect  humanity  are  the  result  of  the  purity.    His  glorious  character  would  be  vean- 

malice  and  unkindness  of  mankind  towards  each  rated,  and  his  name  revered  over  all  the  earth  ; 

other.    If  sll  the  sorrow  and  wretchedness  pro-  trophies  would  be  erected  to  his  honour,  and  tem- 

diiced  by  fraud,  falsehood,  avarice,    extortion,  pies  consecrated  to  his  worship  in  every  land, 

injustice,  oppression,  perjury,  seduclicm,  trea-  Crowds  of  worshippers,  beaming  benignity  and 

ohery,  litigations,  slander,  pride,  ambition,  ro-  devotion,  would  be  held  in  every  region,  oon- 

venge,  rot^eiy,  murder,  plunder,  and  devasta-  verging  towards  the  **  dweHinj^place**   of  ths 

tion,  were  extirpated,  little  would  remain  besides  Most  High,  and  encouraging  one  another  in  such 

the  inoUlental  evils  which  occasionally  flow  from  language  as  this :  '*  Come  ye  and  let  us  go  up 

the  elements  of  nature.  .  And  even  these  wouU  to  the  mountain  of  the  hord,  to  the  house  of  the 

be  greatly  mitigated  by  the  t»enevolent  operations  Grod  of  Jaoob,  and  be  will  teach  us  of  hb  ways, 

of  art,  directed  by  the  discoveries  of  science.  By  and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths.*'    With  enligjht- 

clearing  the  suiface  of  the  globe  of  immense  ened  views  of  the  attributes  of  Jehovah,  with 

forests,  by  draining  stagnant  marshes,  and  by  glowing  afTections,  and  with  profound  reverenoe, 

the  imiversal  cultivati<Mi  and  improvement  of  the  would  Uiey  join  in  the  sublime  exercises  of  the 

soil,  the  seasons    would    be   meliorated,  and  sanctuary,  and  listen  to  the  intimations  of  his 

storms  and  tempests  would  be  deprived  of  their  will.    AH  voices  would  be  tuned  to  mek»dioun 

wonted  violence  and  fury ;  and  the  partial  phy-  strains,  and  the  solemn  organ,  and  those  instro- 

sical  evils  which  still  remained  wouki  be  almost  ments  of  music  which  are  now  devoted  to  the 

annihilated  to  the  sufferer,  by  the  sympathy,  gratification  of  the  sons  of  fashionable  foUy  and 

and  tenderness,  and  the  kind  and  fbstoring  hand  dissipation,  would  hannonize  in  exciting  devo- 

of  universal  benevolence.    Where  virtue,  tom-  tional  affections,  and  in  swelling  the  song  of  sal- 

perance,  serenity  of  mind,  and  social  joy  reigned  vation  "  to  Him  who  sits  upon  Uie  throne,  and  tc 

triumphant,  and  where  none  of  the  ghasdy  pnan-  the  Lamb  who  hath  redeemed  tis  to  God  by  his 

tome  of  skepticinn  and  superstition  haunted  the  blood.*'    Every  landscape,  in  every  point  of 

mind,  disease  would  seldom  invade  Ae  human  view,  would  present  a  noble  edifice  devoted  to  tha 

frame  ;*  the  span  of  mortal  existence  wouU  be  wor^ip  of  the  God  of  heavon,  adoraed  with  eveiy 

axtended ;  death  would  beoome  caUn  and  .tran-  majestic  decoration  suitable  to  its  mnctity,  and 
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rstrini  \U  iptckMn  dooN  abora  all  the  lurround-  nighty  ocean  with  all  its  woodeif,  the  mimeroua 
big  habitations  oT  men.  Its  gates  "  would  be  rivers  roiling  into  its  abyss,  the  lofty  rsnges  of 
open  continually ;  'hey  would  not  be  shui  day  nor  mountains  which  encircle  the  earth,  the  (reasurea 
bight,**  that  men  might  hare  access  at  all  sea^  of  the  6elds,  the  riches  of  the  mines,  the  beau- 
sons  to  bring  "  incense  and  a  pure  offering"  to  ties  which  adom  the  bills  and  plains,  the  won- 
the  shrine  </ Jehorah.  The  whole  earth  would  ders  of  the  atmosphere,  the  admirable  structur* 
soon  be  conferted  into  one  universal  temple,  sa-  and  eoouoio^  of  the  numerous  tribes  of  animated 
creo  to  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  beings, — these,  and  thousands  of  other  objects, 
Christ,  from  which,  thanksgiving,  and  the  voice  considered  as  m*nifesuti(«ns  of  the  attributes  of 
of  melody,  and  the  holy  aspirations  of  gratitude  Deity,  would  8U|)ply  topics  of  conversation  in 
and  love,  would  ascend  to  heaven  without  inter-  every  social  circle,  un  which  every  heart  would 
mission,  and  in  every  direction,  from  the  regions  dwell  with  increaamg  deli(^t.  "They  would 
of  the  north  to  the  regions  of  the  southland  speak  of  the  glory  of  his  kingdom,  and  talk  of 
"  from  the  rising  of  the  sun  to  the  going  down  his  power,  to  make  known  to  the  sons  of  men 
of  the  same.*'  Solemn  seasons  would  be  ap-  his  mighty  acts,  and  the  glorious  majesty  of  his 
pointed,  and  spacious  plains  consecrated  for  the  kingdom/'  The  work  of  human  redemption,  in 
assembling  of  ten  thousands  of  "  the  sons  of  its  origin  and  progress,  in  its  connexions  and 
God,**  not  ibr  carnage  and  devastation,  as  when  bearings,  in  the  lustre  it  reflects  on  the  perfeo 
the  warrior  "  mustereth  the  armies  to  the  battle,**  tioos  ^  the  Deity,  in  its  relation  to  the  angelic 
but  "  to  rehearse  the  mighty  acts  of  the  Lord,"  tribes,  and  in  its  glorious  and  happy  conse- 
Co  exchange  sentiments  and  feelings  of  affec-  quences  on  thousands  of  millions  of  human  be- 
tionate  repud,  and  to  swell  the  song  of  triumph  ings  throughout  an  eternal  round  of  esistence— 
over  sin  and  misery,  with  the  harmony  of  human  the  person  of  the  Redeemer,  his  amiable  cha* 
voices  and  musiod  instrum'^nts,  in  one  loud  racter,  his  grace  and  condescension,  and  the 
chorus  to  the  skies.  Then  the  name  of  Jehovah  glories  of  his  exalted  state— the  joys  of  departed 
would  be  One  throughout  all  the  earth.  *<  All  saints,  the  general  reswrection,  with  all  its 
his  works  would  praise  him,  and  his  saints  would  solemn  and  tiansporting  scones,  the  new  hea- 
bless  htm.  Thc^  would  abundantly  utter  the  vens  and  the  new  earth,  and  the  boundless  scene 
memory  of  his  great  goodness,  they  would  speak  of  grandeur  and  felicity  which  will  open  to  the 
of  the  glorious  honour  of  his  majesty,  and  sing  view  when  death  shall  be  swalk>wed  up  in  vio* 
of  his  righteouaness.'*  lory,  and  all  things  subjected  to  the  moral  order 
Among  all  ranks  of  men  cordial  submiMion  to  of  the  universe,  would  nflbrd  subjects  of  sublime 
the  will  of  God,  and  contentment  under  the  contemplation,  and  themes  for  social  converse, 
arrangements  of  his  providence  would  be  uni-  on  which  enlightened  and  renovated  minds 
Ibrmly  manifested.  Every  one  would  consider  woukl  expatiate  with  ever-growing  improve- 
the  situation  in  which  Providence  had  placed  ment  and  ever-growing  pleasures, 
him  as  the  best  possibb  for  promoting  his  present  The  providential  dispensations  of  God  to* 
improvement  and  his  future  felicity,  viewing  it  wards  the  human  race,  would  form  another 
•a  the  allotment  of  infinite  wisdom  and  benevo-  subject  of  investigation,  which  would  be  prose- 
Idnce.  In  adversity  he  would  sustain  his  afBio-  cuted  with  feelings  of  astonishment,  admiration, 
tions  with  patience,  and  derive  from  them  "  the  and  reverence.  The  history  of  all  nations 
peaceable  fruits  oC  righteousness.**  In  prosperity  wouM  be  carefully  perused— not  for  the  purpoee 
he  wouU  acknowledge  God  as  the  source  of  all  of  admiring  the  exploits  of  mighty  conquerors 
his  enjoyments,  and  devote  the  wealth  and  influ-  and  barbarous  heroes,  and  feastmg  Uie  imagina- 
once  be  poasessed  to  the  promotion  of  religion,  lion  on  spectacles  of  human  slaughter  and  devas- 
and  the  best  interests  of  his  fellow-men.  By  tation— but  for  exciting  abhorrence  of  those  de- 
day,  and  by  night,  and  at  every  returning  sea-  praved  (lassions  which  had  drenched  the  earlk 
son,  the  overflowings  of  gratitude,  in  every  withUood — for  drawing  forth  the  tear  of  |Hty  over 
heart,  would  burst  forth  in  songs  of  thanksgiving  the  graves  of  slaughtered  nations— for  stimu- 
to  the  Giver  of  all  good.  Every  comfort  would  lating  the  exercise  of  those  holy  afiections  which 
be  recoKniaed  as  '*  coming  down  from  the  Fa-  restored  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  world— for 
ther  of  lights,**  and  every  pleasing  sensation  acquiring  a  display  of  the  rectitude  of  the  moral 
produced  by  the  scenery  of  nature,  as  the  result  character  of  God,  and  the  equity  of  his  admi- 
of  his  wisdom  and  beneficence.  His  wonderful  nistration  among  the  nations— for  tracing  the 
works,  which  are  now  overlooked,  or  gazed  at  accomplishment  of  divine  predictions— for  illus- 
with  spathy  by  nin»-tenlhs  of  the  inbabitanU  of  trating  the  long-aufiering  and  forbearance  of 
the  globe,would  be  contemplated  with  enlightened  God,  and  for  exciting  admiration  of  that  iascriH 
understandings,  and  with  emotions  of  reverence,  table  wisdom  by  which  the  whole  train  of  events 
admiration,  uid  delight.  The  majestic  move-  was  conducted,  so  as  to  set  restraining  bounds 
nwnts  of  the  planetary  orbs,  the  gkiries  of  the  to  the  wrath  of  man,  and  to  make  it  subservient 
■tarry  sky,  the  light  beaming  from  a  thousand  to  the  introduction  of  the  reign  of  happiness  and 
through  the  iiniDeasarable  voids  of  space,  the  peace.    In  all  the  revolutionf  of  past  ages,  antf 
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la  all  the  events  that  daily  patsod  in  reriow  oTuniveraal  lore  irradiatiife  tke  inhaUtaBli  af 

before  them,  they  would  UDiforraly  recognite  the  our  globe,  and    would  diout  even  with  unrs 

agency  and  the  purpoeee  of  ihat  Almighty  Being  ecstatic  joy  than  they  did  before, "  Gkfy  to  God 

*^  whodoih  according  to  his  will  in  the  armies  of  in  the  highest,  peace  on  earth,  and  good  wil 

beaten,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,*'  among  men  !*' 
and  who  is  carrying  forward  all  the  plans  of  his         Alas !  such  a  picture  as  that  which  w«  bava 


government  to  a  -glorious  consuBmalion.  now  faintly  sketdied,  has  never  yet 

Eveiy  useful  invention,  every  new  imitnunent  in  the  moral  aspect  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 

for  investigating  the  operations  of  nature,  every  world.    To  the  eye  of  an  angelic  inlelligeDc^ 

new  discuvftry  in  the  earth,  or  in  the  heavens,  while  he  hovers  over  our  globe  in  his  flight 


every  exploration  of  an  unknown  region  of  the  through  the  planetary  regions,  nothing 

globe,  every  branch  of  commerce  and  manufac*  but  a  vast  cloud  of  moral  darkness  and  depravitya 

lure,  every  new  mode  of  facilitating  labour  and  with  here  and  there  only  a  few  &int  radiatioas 

improving  the  productions  nf  the  soil  \  every  of  truth   and  love  emerging  from    the  general 

improvement  in  tJte  ease  and  rapidity  of  travel-  gloom.    He  beholds  throughout  the  whole  exteal 

ling,  and  of  conveying  intelligence  from  one  r^  of  Africa,  from  the  shores  of  Barbary  and  £gyia 

gion  to  another,  and  every  art  and  science,  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope-^4hroughout  the  vast 

would  be  consecrated,  in  some  form  or  other,  to  regions  of  Asia  and  its  numerous  iaUmk,  and 

the  service  of  God,  and  to  the  accomplishment  throughout  four-6fihsofthe  continent  of  AnM^iea, 

of  the  objects  of  general  benevolence.      One  little  else  than  one  wide  scene  of  moral  desola* 

grand  diffusive  princif^e,  manifesting  itself  in  tion,  where  idolatry  and  superstition,  tyranny 

numberless  ramifications,  would    pervade  the  and  ambition,  treachery  and  cruelty,  war   aod 

whole  mass  of  society ;  and  one  grand  aim,  the  dissension,  reign  triumphant  among  ^most  evecy 

honour  and  glory* of  th6  Creator,  and  the  uni-  tribe ;  and  where  scarcely  a  ray  of  divine  Ugbt 

versd  diffusion  of  happiness  in  every  direction,  and  divine  love  gilds  the  horizon,  from  the  one 

and  among  every  rank  of  sentient  and  intelligent  end  of  these  extensive  regions  to  the   ocher. 

beings,  would  be  the  unceasing  endeavour  of  Even  in  Europe,  where  the  light  of  science  and 

men  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  languages,  of  revelation  is  converged  to  a  focoa,  what  an 

The   whole  mass  of  this  world's  inhabitants  immense  cloud  of  moral  darkness  still  appears  en* 

would  appear  like  one  vastodestial  army  march*  velopingits  population  1  The  fields  of  Waterloo, 

ing  forward  in  harmony  to  the  regions  of  bliss,  of  Leipsic,  of  Borodina,   and  of  SmoleaAo, 


every  one,  in  hu  appointed  order,  passing  in  where  so  many  thousands  of  human 
peace  and  tranquillity  throu^  the  gates  of  death,  were  sacrificed  to  the  demon  of  war—the  vales 
to  join  the  general  assembly  above,  and  to  aug-  of  Switzerland  and  Hungary,  the  plains  of 
ment  and  enliven  the  congregation  of  the  France  and  Italy,  the  anarchy  and  cornnotions 
heavens.  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  the  ennanguiiMd 
On  such  a  world  the  God  of  heaven  would  shores  of  Turkey  and  Greece,  where  massacres 
lo<^  down  with  complacency,  and  his  providen-  have  been  perpetrated  with  the  rage  and  fizrj  of 
tial  care  would  be  exercised  in  averting  those  infernal  demons,  bear  witness  to  the  meUncboly 
physical  evils  which  now  increase  the  moral  fact,  that  hatred  and  malignity  still  hoM  the 
wretchedness  of  mankind*  His  eye  would  be  cendency  over  the  nations  of  Europe,  and 
continually  \ipon  them  for  good,  and  his  ear  all  the  efforts  of  benev<^ence  and  love, 
would  be  ever  open  to  their  requests.  Then  But,  wo  trust,  that  the  period  is  fitst  approach- 
that  glorious  scene  presented  to  the  view  of  the  ing,  when  the  breath  of  a  now  spirit  shall 
apostle  John,  would  be  Tully  realized, — "  Be-  pervade  the  inhabitantB  of  every  dime,  and  whca 
hold  the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  uid  he  holy  love  shall  unite  all  the  tribes  of  mankind  ia 
will  dwell  with  them ;  and  they  shall  be  his  peo-  one  harmonious  society.     When  the 


pie,  and  God  himself  shall  be  with  them,  and  be  gers  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  "  shall  ran  to 

their  God.    And  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  fro'*  from  the  north  to  the  south,  and  from  the 

from  their  eyes,  and  there  sbdl  be  no  more  rising  to  the  selling  sun :  when  the  sound  of  tho 

curse,  neither  sorrow  nor  crying,  neither  shall  gospd-truropet  shall  re-echo  throughout  eveij 

there  be  any  more  pain ;  for  the  former  things  land  ;  when  the  light  of  divine  revelation  sisall 

have  passed  away."    To  such  a  world  celestial  diffuse  its  radiance  on  the  benighted  muiona; 

messengers  woukl  rejoice  to  wing  their  down-  when  its  sublime  doctrines  and  moral  reqniai- 

ward  flight,  on  messages  of  k>ve.    Their  visits,  tions  shall  be  fully  underetood  and  recognized  in 

which  have  been  "few,  and  fkr  between," and  all  their  practical  bearbgs,  and  when  the  energy 

which  have  been  long  interrupted  by  the  malevo-  of  that  Almighty  spirit  which  reduced  to  light 

fence  of  men,  would  be  a^dn  resumed ;  and  and  order  the  dark  and  shapeless  diaos. 


those  '*  rooming  stara"  that   shouted  for  joy  be  exerted  on  the  depraved  aiid  benighted  mmdb 

when  this  fair  creation  arose  into  existence,  of  the  mass  of  this  worM's  population — then  liM 

wouU  be  filled  with  unutterable  delight  when  death-like  shimber  whicL  has  aeiied  npos  Am 

they  behold  moral  order  reatoredi  and  theamilei  not  cf  Adam  ihaU  bo  brolMis  the  dent  ift 
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tiMOUief  and  sins  shall  awmka  to  new  life  and  table  reside ;  and  were  diej^  to  |»enrade  all  w«Ui| 

acsirity ;  tbi«  bedlam  oTthe  unirerae  will  be  restor-  disorder  and  mbenr  would  rei^  aneantrolM 

ed  to  reason  and  inteDectual  freedom,  and  to  the  throoghout  the  whole  intelligent  system, 

society  ofangelic  messengers,  and  the  face  of  the  When  the  Creator   brought  any  particolat 

moral  creation  will  be  renewed  after  the  image  world  into  existence,  and  peopled  it  with  inhabit- 

of  its  maker.    Then  wars  shall  cease  to  the  ants,  we  must  suppose,  that  the  laws  to  which  I 

ends  of  the  earth,  and  anarchy  and  dissension  am  now  adrerttng,  were  either  foraoally  addresik 

shall  conrulse  the   nations  no  more ;  fiolenoe  ed  to  them  by  some  external  revelation,  o»  so 

will  no  more  be  heard  in  any  land,  **  liberty  wilt  powerfully  impressed  upon  their  moral  constitu- 

be  proclaimed  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  tlon,  as  to  become  the  main-spring  of  all  their 

the  prison-doors  to  them  that  are  bound.*'    The  aaions,  so  long  as  they  might  retain  the  original 

spirit  of  malevolence  will  be  vanquished,  its  principles  implanted  in  their  minds  by  the  Author 

power  will  be  broken,  and  its  operations  demo-  of  their  existence.    Any  other  supposition  would 

lished.    The  order  and  beauty  of  the  celestial  be  fraught  with  the  most  absurd  and  horrible 


system  will  be  restorsd.      "  Holiness  to  the  eonseqoenoes.    It  wonM  be  subversive  of  every 

Lord"  will  be  inscribed  on  ^  the  implements  idea  we  are  led  to  foim  of  the  diaracter  of  the 

and  employments  of  mankbd.     Kindness  and  Divine  Boing,  inconsistent  with  the  perfect  bene> 

eompassion  will  form  the  amiable  characteristic  volenoe  and  rectitude  of  his  nature,  and  income 

of  every  rank  of  social  life.    Love  will  spread  potible  with  the  relations  in  which  rational  be* 

her  benignant  wings  over  the  globe,  and  reign  ings  stand  to  Him  and  to  one  another,  and  with 

uncontrolled  in  the  hearts  of  all  its  inhabitants,  the  harmony  and  happiness  of  the  imiverw,  to 

For  thus  sailh  the  voice  of  Him  who  sits  on  the  suppose,  that  any  creatures  now  exist,  or  ever 

throne  of  the  universe,   <*  Behold  I  make  all  can  exist,  to  whom  such  commands  as  these 


things  new— I  create  new  heavens  and  a  new  woukl  be  given,^"  Thou  shalt  Aole  thy  Creator, 

earth, and  the  former  shall  not  be  remembered,  who  is  the  source  of  thine  existence;*'  and 

nor  come  into  mind.    Be  ye  glad,  and  rejoice  "  Thou  shalt  Aofe  all  thy  ieUow-intelligences  with 

for  ever  in  that  which  I  create ;  for  behold,  I  whom  thou  mayst  associate."    And  if  the  mind 

errale  Jerusalem  a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  would  recoil  with  horror,  at  the  idea  of  such 

ioy,  and  the  voice  of  weeping  shall  be  no  more  laws  issuing  forth  from  the  throne  of  the  Eternal 

heard  in  her,  nor  the  voice  of  crying."  to  any  class  of  moral  agents,  it  must  necessarily 

be  admitted,  that  the  opposite  principles  or  laws, 

■  to  which  I  allude,  are  promulgated  to  all  mtelli« 

gences,  and  are  obligatory  on  every  inhabitant 

SECTION  VI.  of  all  the  workis  which  lie  between  the  range  o 

Jehovah's  empire.    The  natural  scenery  with 

mrxTsmsALiTT  OF  TBS  pmiiTCiPLSS  OF  LOT!  which  the  inhabitants  of  other  worlds  are  sor^ 

TO  eox»,  AiTD  TO  FELX.ow*zirrELUOX]rcB8.  rounded,    the  organization  of  their  corporeal 

frames,   the  intellectual  capacities  with  which 

Ths  grand  principles  of  morality  tc  Which  I  they  are  endowed,  the  stated  employments  in 

have  now  adverted,  are  not  to  be  viewei '  as  coo-  whidi  they  engage,  and  the  rehtions  in  which 

fined  merely  to  the  inhabitants  of  our  gl-  be,  but  they  stand  to  each  other,  may  be  very  different 

as  extending  to  all  intellectual  beings.    They  from  those  which  obtain  in  our  terrestrial  sphere , 

form  the  basis  of  the  moral  laws,  which  govern  but  the  grand  principles  to  which  I  refer,  must 

all  intelligences  throughout  the  vast  universe,  m  necessarily  pervade  every  faculty  of  their  minds, 

whatever  world  or  region  of  infinite  specs  tKey  every  active  exertion,  and  eveiy  relation  that 

may  have  their  physical  residence ;   and  they  subsists  among  them,  by  whatever  character  it 

constitute  the  bond  which  unites  to  the  supreme  may  be  distinguished,  if  they  be  fi)0nd  existing 

intelligence,  and  to  one  another,  all  holy  beings,  in  a  state  of  happiness. 

wherever  existing  in  the  wide  empire  of  Omnipo-  The  moral  code  of  laws  in  other  worlds  may 
tence.  This  will  at  once  appear,  if  we  reflsct  be  somewhat  differently  modified  from  ours,  ac« 
for  a  moment,  on  what  has  b«en  stated  in  the  cording  mo  Jm  circumstances  in  whidi  the  inha- 
preceding  sections.  We  have  seen,  that,  if  bitants  of  each  respective  worM  are  placed,  and 
those  laws  or  principles  were  reversed,  and  were  the  relations  which  obtain  among  them ;  but  the 
the  moral  agents  of  our  worid  to  act  accordingly,  same  general  principles  wiU  ran  through  every 
nothing  woukl  ensue,  but  anarchy,  wretchedness,  ramifioUion  of  their  moral  precepts,  and  appear  m 
horror,  and  devastation,  and  ultimately  a  com-  theminutes  actions  they  p«rfbrm,as  the  sap  which 
plete  extermbation  of  the  race  of  mankind.  And  proceeds  from  the  truidc  of  a  tree  diffbses  itself 
by  parity  of  reason,  it  will  fblk>w,  that  were  the  among  the  minutest  and  the  most  distant  branch- 
same  principles  to  operate  in  any  other  vrorld,  as.  The  ssosnfk  commandment  of  our  moral  code 
however  different  the  capacities,  relatioes,  and  can  have  no  place  in  a  worid  where  tbe  inbabii- 

Cysical  circumstances  of  its  inhabitants  might  ants  **  neither  marry  nor  are  given  in  marriage  ^ 

,  similar  dleeMtroos  eHects  would  be  the  Inevi-  wlisrs  the  luooessica  of  SmeOigent  beings  is  ml 
25 
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9UtUd  OQ  bj  aBf  prootif  amlofoin  to  hnimii  afiectioii  and  eBjojmeot  wooU  be  uobfaifed 

fenemtioo,  wbera  death  ii  unknown,  and  where  destroyed. 

ratiooal  agents  bare  a  fixed  and  permanent  abode.        By  orerlookinf  eoaeideratiooe  of  this 

TbBjlfth  precept  of  our  law  cannot  be  reoognized  oelebratsd  Dr.  Cbakners,  in  his  '*  Di 

in  a  worid  where  the  relations  of  parents  and  the  Christian  Rerelation  Yiewed  in  cooneTiop 

childreOf  princes  and  Mibjecis,  superiors  and  in*  with  Modem  Astronomy,"  depriTed  himeelf  «f 

feriocs,  have  no  existence.    And  in  thoee  worlds  an  important  argument  to  pror*  that  ChristiaBily 

where  the  bounties  of  Divine  Providence  are  ia  not  confined  to  this  sublunary  region.    For,  as 

equally  enjoyed  by  all,  or  where  external  comforts  it  is  the  great  object  of  the  Christian  Reveiatioa 

are  not  necessaiy  ibr  the  happiness  of  the  indi>  to  bring  into  full  effect,  m  all  their  practical 

▼idual,  as  in  our  worU,  or  where  the  slightest  bearings,  the  principles  1  have  been  eodeanNir- 

temptation  to  interiere  with   the  property  of  ing  to  illustrate,  and  as  these  principles  must  be 

another  does  not  exist,  there  will  be  no  necessity  interwoven  with  the  moral  code  of  all  worId»— il 

for  a  distinct  moral  regulation  corresponding  to  follows,  that  the  spirit  and  essence  of  our  religico 

tfie  mghA  commandment  of  our  moral  code. —  must  be  common  to  all  tho  huAj  inhabitants  of 

But  in  every  world  where  happiness  exists,  and  the  universe. 

where  the  inhabitants  have  retained  their  original        From  what  has  been  now  stated  respecting 

integrity,  k>ve  to  God,  and  love  to  all  subordinate  the  universality  of  the  principle  of  love,  liie  Ibi- 

intelligences  with  which  they  are  connected,  will  lowing  conclusions  may  be  d«luced : — 
animate  eveiy  heart,  regulate  every  desire,  and        !•  That  the  man  in  whose  heart  this  prineipb 

run  through  eveiy  action.    And  in  those  worids  ii  predominant,  and  whose  actions  are  dhnecied 

Of  any  such  exist  besides  our  own)  where  these  by  its  influence,  is  qualified  lor  assoriatiag  with 

principles  are  counteracted,  or  not  recognised  as  the  pure  intelligeneee  of  all  worlds.    Wtfa  w« 

Ae  fixmdation  of  moral  action,  misery  and  disor-  transported  to  the  sorfrce  of  the  pbnet  Jupiter, 

der,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  must  be  the  in*  and  had  we  access  to  mingle  with  its  vast  poptt- 

evitable  oonsequenoa^  latioo ;  or  were  we  conveyed  to  one  of  tiie  pin- 

The  greater  part,  however,  of  the  precepts  nets  which  revolve  around  the  stv  Sbius — ^if  iIm 

comprised  in  the  moral  law  given  to  man,  must  inhabitants  of  these  globes  have  retained  the 

be  considered  as  obligatory  upon  all  the  ratiMial  primeval  purity  of  their  natures,  and  if  the  pria* 

inhabitants  of  the  universe.  The  jC^  command-  ciple  of  k>ve  reigned  supreme  in  e«r  hearts,  we 

moot,  which  forbids  the  recognition  of  any  object  ahouM  be  assured  of  a  welcome  reception  front 

of  adoration,  or  of  supreme  Aectioo,  beeides  the  thoee  distant  intelligences^  and  be  qualified  to 

eternal  Jehovah — ^the  aeeoitd,  which  forbids  the  mingle  with  them  in  their  sdorations  of  our  eoa> 

representation  of  this  incomprehensible  Being  bj  mon  Creator,  and  in  all  their  affectionate  and 

airy  visible  or  material  objects— the  ifurdf  wbidi  harmonious  intercourses.    We  should  ody  hsive 

enjoins  reverence  of  the  name  or  attributes  of  to  learn  the  modebvwhioh  they  conunanicale  to 

God— and  the  spirit  of  the  yburlA,  which  enjoins  each  other  their  ideas  and  emotions.     Lo^o 

a  certain  portim  of  duration  to  be  set  apart  ibr  would  form  the  basis  of  every,  union,  and  amni* 

•demn  acts  of  worship  and  adoration,  are  a|^i«  gamate  us  with  every  department  of  their  socio- 

cable  to  all  Ae  moral  agents  that  Jehovah  has  ty.  With  pleasure,  and  with  the  moat  endeaii^ 

created.  The  swCA  commandment,  which  forbids  affection,  would  they  point  out  to  us  the  peroliar 

malice,  revenge,  and  injurioua  actions  of  evenr  glories  of  ths  world  they  inhabit,  and  rebeoieo 

description— the  mnthy  which  forbids  fiilsehood,  the  histonr  of  the  Creator's  dispensations  in  that 

and  inculcates  trvA,  which  is  the  basts  of  the  portion  of  his  empire ;  and  with  equal  pleasoro 

moral  tmiverse    and  the  Unfh,  which  forbids  should  we  listen  to  the  iostmctioos  which  flow 

envy,  and  every  unhallowed  desire  to  deprive  our  irom  the  lipe  of  Benevolence,  and  survey  tbooo 

neighbour  of  any  portion  of  his  happiness— are  transporting  olgocts  and  arrangements  which  do* 

•bo  binding  upon  every  class  of  mural  intelligen-  oorate  a  world  where  love  pervades  the  breasts 

ces,  wherever  existing,  throughout  the  unlimited  of  all  its  inhabitants.    To  visit  a  distant  world, 

empire  of  God.    For,  if  we  suppose  any  one  of  although  it  were  in  our  power,  where  tlie  inhac 

these  precepts  to  be  reversed,  and  moral  agents  bitants  were  of  an  opposite  description,  oonld 

to  act  on  the  principle  of  this  subversion,,  their  afibrd  no  gratification  to  an  intelligent  and  beae-> 

moral  order  and  harmony  would  be  interrupted,  volent  mind,  but  would  overwhdm  it  with  anguieh 

and  consequently,  their  happbess  destroyed.—  and  dismay.    What  enjoyment  wooM  the  cap»- 

For  example,  let  the    law^  whidi    inculcates  cious  mind  of  a  pure  intelligence  fitxn  the  regions 

truth,  be  supposed  to  be  universally  violated  ef  the  constellation  Ori/m,  derive  from  visiting  n 

among  any  dass  of  rational  beings,  and  instandy  world  inhabited  by  such  beings  as  the  inhabitania 

an  improvement  in  wisdom  and  knowledge  wouU  of  Nootka  Sound,  New  Guinea,  or  New  Zealand, 

oease ;  nothing  could  be  depended  upon  as  fact  where  the  moral  and  inteUeOual  principle  ia 

but  what  was  obvious  to  the  senses  of  every  in*  oompletely  debased,  and  where  the  beauties  of 

fividual ;  social  compacts  would  be  dissolved ;  n  Nature  are  defaced  with  interminable  ibrsats  aaj 

nntaal  repulsion  would  ensue,  and  ereiy  aoeial  maiahes,  and  the  hannis  of  baaata  of  pny  9  Bo 
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«C  be  flUed  iritk  dittppointraant  and  horroi^-  *p«c«« — ^"^  ar^  lost  in  the  immensity  oTcreftCiea, , 
He  mi^ht  «Irop  a  tear  of  pity  orer  the  wretched  and  can  set  no  bounds  to  the  empire  of  the 
Inhabitants ;  but  he  would  soon  wing  his  ffighl  Almi^ty  Sovereign.  When  we  look  forward  to 
backto  a  more  ddecfable  region.  A  similar  dis-  that  eternal  state  to  which  we  are  destined— 
appointment  would  be  fett,  were  an  inhabitant  of  when  we  consider  that  after  thousands  c^  mil* 
our  world,  in  whose  miM  hatred  and  cruelty,  lions  of  centuries  have  run  their  ruunds,  etetiiity 
avarice  asid  ambition,  reigned  without  control—  will  be  no  nearer  to  a  termination,  and  that  ages, 
to  be  conveyed  to  a  world  of  happiness  and  love,  numerous  as  the  drops  of  the  ocean,  will  still  roU 
The  novel  scenes  of  beauty  and  grandeur,  which  on  in  interminable  succession, — ^we  behold  a 
would  burst  upon  bis  sight,  might  captivate  his  lapse  of  duration,  and  a  succession  of  events 
senses  fbr  a  little :  but  he  would  feel  no  enjoy-  stretching  out  before  us,  which  correspond  with 
ment  in  the  exercise  of  virtuous  affections  and  the  immeasurable  spaces  of  the  universe,  and 
rapturous  adorations,  to  which  he  was  never  ao-  the  number  and  magnitude  of  the  worlds  with 
customed ;  he  would  find  no  objects  on  which  to  which  it  is  stored.  When  we  view  ourselves  as 
gratiiV  his  crael  and  ambitious  desires,  and  he  thus  connected  with  the  immensity  of  creatioa 
would  be  glad  to  escape  from  the  abodes  of  a^  on  the  (me  hand,  and  with  infinite  duration  on 
fection  nuA  bfias,  to  the  depraved  society  from  the  other ;  and  when  we  reflect  on  the  numerous 
whence  he  came.  Hence  we  may  learn,  that,  changes  that  have  happened,  both  in  the  physical 
however  expansive  views  we  may  liave  acquired  and  moral  aspect  of  our  globe,  within  the  period 
of  the  range  of  the  Creatoc^s  operations,  and  cf  of  six  thousand  years,  we  eauiot  but  conclude 
the  fanmensity  of  worlds  which  are  diflbsed  that  we  are  destined  to  pass  through  new  scenes 
through  boundless  space,  and  however  ardent  d»-  and  changes  in  that  eternity  which  lies  beibre  as, 
sires  we  may  indulge  of  visiting  the  distant  re-  of  which  at  present  we  can  form  no  conception, 
glons  of  creation,  we  never  can  indulge  a  rational  After  remaining  fbr  thousands  of  millions  of 
hope  of  enjoying  such  a  privilege,  were  it  possi-  years  hi  thai  world  which  will  be  prepared  lor 
ble,  unless  love  to  God  and  to  man  become  the  the  righteous  at  the  general  resurrbctioo,  we 
predominant  dbposition  of  our  minds.  For,  a)*  omj  be  transported  to  another  system  as  far  dis- 
though  we  were  mvested  by  the  Almighty,  with  tant  fi'om  that  abode  as  we  now  are  from  the 
corporeal  vehicles,  capable  of  transporting  us  most  distant  stars  visible  to  our  sight,  in  order  to 
from  one  region  of  creation  to  another,  with  the  oomemplate  new  displays  of  the  attributes  'of 
most  rapid  motion,  we  could  enjoy  no  solid  sa-  God,  in  another  province  of  his  empire.  We 
tis&ction,  while  we  remained  unqualified  for  may  afterwards  be  oonvqred  to  an  unoccupied 
relishing  the  eiereises,  and  mingling  in  the  asso-  region  of  immensity,  where  new  creations,  dis* 
ciations  of  holy  intelligences.  In  every  happy  playing  new  objects  of  glory  and  magnificence, 
world  on  which  we  alighted,  we  should  feel  our-  are  starting  into  existence.  We  may  after- 
selves  in  a  situation  similar  to  that  of  a  rude  and  wards  be  invested  with  the  wings  of  n  seraph, 
ignorant  boor,  were  he  conveyed  to  a  palace,  and  and  be  enabled  to  wing  our  way,  in  company  with 
introduced  into  an  assembly  of  courtiers  and  angels,  fiom  worid  to  world,  and  to  visit  the  moec 
princes.  distant  regions  of  that  inmiense  universe  over 
S.  Another  conclusion  dedticible  from  this  which  Omnipotence  presides.  In  short,  the 
subject  is,  thai  by  virtue  of  this  grand  and  go-  imagination  can  set  no  limits  to  its  excursions, 
▼eming  principle,  man  is  connected  with  the  when  it  attempts  to  survey  the  revohilions  ana 
highest  order  of  intelligences,  and  with  the  inha-  chang^  that  may  take  place,  and  the  new 
bitants  of  the  moot  distant  worUs ;  and  his  scenes  of  glory  which  may  burst  upon  the  view, 
happiness  perpetually  secured.  When  we  throughout  the  lapse  of  duration  which  will  have 
take  a  view  of  the  universe  by  the  light  of  imh  no  end. 

dem  science,  our  minds  are  overpowered  and  Now,  in  whatever  relation  man  mar  stand  to 

confounded  at  the  idea  of  its  vast  and  unlimited  any  portion  of  the  imiversal  system,  throughout 

?ange.    When  we  consider  that  it  wouM  require  every  fijture  period  of  his  existence,  and  during 

several  millions  of  years  (or  a  cannon  ball,  flying  all  the  revdutions  of  eternity,  love  will  unite  him 

at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  miles  an  hour,  to  to  all  other  holy  beings  with  whom  he  may  ae> 

reach  the  nearest  stars— when  we  consider  thai  sociate,  however  distant  their  abode  from  the 

there  are  stars  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  at  least  spot   he  now  occopiee,  however  difibrent  its 

fifty  times  farther  distant  than  theses— when  we  scenery  and  arrangements,  and  however  superior 

consider  that  there  are  stars  visible  by  the  tele-  they  may  be  in  (wint  of  corporeal  organisation 

scope  a  thousand  times  farther  distant  than  any  and  intellectual  capacity.    For  no  intelligence, 

of  the  former— «nd  when  we  consider  that  all  the  in  any  region  of  the  universe,  in  whom  the  princi- 

suns  and  worlds  which  lie  within  this  unfathooi-  pie  of  love  predominates,  can  ever  be  supposed 

aUe  range  are,  fa  all  probabflity,  only  as  a  to  disdafa  to  associate  with  another,  of  whatever 

gram  of  sand  to  the  whole  earth,  when  com-  rank  or  order,  who  is  actuated  by  a  similar  affiw* 

pared  vrith  the  immensity  of  systems  which  tie  tion ;  otherwise  his  love  would  degenerate  into 

beyond  them  fa  the  ua explored  abyss  of  faffnite  malevolence.    This  prfaoiple  will  unite  hloiio 
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•i^lf  and  trehtn^li,  to  dterabim  and  lera-  agitated  the  religious  woiM,  and  obshnetodl  1M 

fhioii  to  throoM,  domlaioos,  priocipalitias,  and  operatioos  of  the   beoorolritl  affactioDS,    ihmf 

powera,  from  whoM  discoursea  ho  wiU  loam  tho  would  be  driven  away  from  the  Cbristian  wy^ 

historj  of  the  dif ine  diipeosatioai,  the  wondei«  lem  as  chaff  before  Uie  whiriwiDd ;  and  Cfans- 

of  AlmiAhlj  power,  and  the  "  manilbld  wisdom  tiana  would  feel  aahamed  of  the  importance  tbey 

of  God.  *    9o  long  as  it  reigns  unoontrolled  in  attached  to  their  *'  mini,  and  anise,  and 

hie  heart,  it  will  locure  his  happineas  in  all  min  ,'*  while  they  neglected  the  weigbtier 

placea,  and  in  every  period  of  hia  Qzisieooe,  by  of  the  law,  "judgment,  mercy,  and   the  kyre 

a  law  established  by  the  Almighty,  and  founded  God%"    How  msny  false  and  foolidi  opi 

oo  his  perfections ;  a  law  which  binds  together  ahall  we  leave  behind  us  in  this  region  of  darb- 

tbe  who4e  intelligent  system,  and  forms  the  basis  nees  and  contention,  when   we  enter    witlun 

of  tho  felicity  of  the  moral  universe.    So  that  the  confines  of  tho  eternal  etate  ?  How  subfinH^ 

hia  future  bleasednesa  is  for  ever  secure,  beyodd  liow  lovely,  and  how  beautifying  will  rdlgian 

the  roach  of  danger,  and  roots  upon  a  foundation  appear  in  that  world,  where  it  wiU  be  conteaa* 

■table   and  permanent    aa   the  throne   of  tho  plated  in  its  native  simplicity,  and  atripfwd  m 

Stomal.  all  the  foreign  and  advemitioos  circomstaacen 

S.  From  what  has  been  now  stated,  we  may  which  now  obscure  its  brightness  and  gtory  I  I 

loam  that  Clkrs  is  6m<  ons  rdLgivnthroughaiU  th»  need  scarcely  say,  that  the  one  religion  lo  whi^ 

wwMne,  however  vast  its  magnitude  and  bound-  I  allude  is  dkrisfiaiM^,  considered,  not  no  madk 

less  iu   eitonsion.     In  this  worid,  numerous  in  the  scheme  of  mediation  which   it  unfclda, 

^tems  of  religion  prevail,  and  thousands  of  which  may  have  a  relation  solely  to  man  riewed 

different  opinions  in  relation  to  its  ceremonies  in  his  character  as  a  sinner,  but  in  the  Ismfrny 

and  (ibjects;  but  experience  has  demonstrated,  dupoMtiont  and  virtum  it  inculcatea,  and  in  ihn 

-that  all  of  them,  except  one,  are  insufficient  to  gnat  dbjtdM  wrhich  aU  its  doctrines,  facta,  and 

guide   rational  beings  to    substantial  felicity,  supernatural  communications  have  a  tenrfesKy 

And  of  this  one  system,  how  many  foolish  and  to  accomplish.    In  these  points  of  view,  it  most 

inaccurate,  and  even  contradictory  opinions,  be  considered  as  imbodying  principloa  soad  laws 

have  been  formed,  through  the  ignorance  and  which  pervade  the  religious  systems  of  all  worida. 

perversity  of  the  homan  mind !  Though  all  its  Finally,  Love  is  a  principle  in  the  moral  and 

parts  have  a  direct  reference  to  the  oeCions  of  iotolbgeat  system  which  bears  a  striking  analogy 

ioteltigent  agenU,   and  to   the  cultivation   of  to  the  principle  of  otthMCion  in  the  maierial 

hmundm  qffialiotUf  yet  it  has  been  represented,  world.    Esch  o(  them  miles,  in  its  respective 

even  by  its  professed  abetters,  as  a  congeries  of  sphere,  all  the  beings  which  cosqioae  it  in  one 

metaphysical  dogmas  and  speculative  opinions;  grand  and  harmonioos  system;  and  both  of  them 

and  in  this  point  of  viow  it  has  been  the  souroe  combined  give  birth  to  dl  tho  moral  and  phjaicat 

ofperpetual  wrangling  and  contentions.  Though  phenomena  which  diversify  the  int^eemai  and 

it  is  calculated  to  expand  the  understanding,  to  the  material  universe.    By  the  principle  of  at* 

warm  the  heart,  and  to  elevate  the  soul  to  Qod,  traction,  tlio  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  along  widi 

yet  it  has  been  reduced,  by  the  cunning  artiBoe  their  habitations,  are  retained  to  ite  Bttrfe,oey  and 

ofman,  to  a  mass  of  mere  quibbles  and  unmean-  prevented  from   flying  off   in  wild  confimaoa 

ing  ceremonies.    And  though  it  breathes  nothing  through  the  voids  crfTspace.    By  the  same  power 

but  peace  and  good-will  to  man,  it  has  been  tho  nnoontains  rest  on  a  solid  basis,  the  rivers 

employed  as  an  engine  of  persecution  and  of  flow  from  the  mountaina  to  the  plains,  and  the 

human  destruction.    It  is  only  in  proportion  as  ocean  is  oonflned  within  ite  appointed  channelsL 

our  religion  approximates  to  the  character  of  the  It  produces  the  various  phenomena  which  arise 

religion  whioi  is  common  to  all  holy  heings«  from  the  meandering  rill,  the  majestic  river,  and 

that  it  is  worthy  of  our  veneration  and  our  ardent  the  roaring  cataract.    It  produces  the  deaoent 

pursrat.    Afiu  therefore,  in  order  to  determine  of  rain  and  dew,  and  the  alternate  flux  anri  reflox 

the  truth  and  importance  of  any  particular  sys-  of  the  tides.    It  prevents  the  waters  of  the  great 

lem  of  religious  opinions,  the  best  test  we  can  deep  from   covering   the    mountain-tops,   and 

apply  to  it  is,  to  ascertain  what  bearings  it  has  minting  in  confusion  with  the  doods  of  henven. 

upon  the  grtad  principles  to  which  we  have  been  It  binds  together  the  infinity  of  atoms  which  oan> 

adverting.    *'  Do  all  the  sentiments  and  tenets  stitute  the  globe  on  which  we  tread ;  it  regolatei 

ndiich  it  strenuously  supports,  like  the  lines  from  the  various  movements  of  men  and  other  aaims^ 

the  circumference  to  the  centra  of  a  circle,  coo-  ted  beings ;  it  forms  mechanical  powers,  and 

verge  towards  the  promotion  of  love  in  all  ite  gives  impulsion  to  numerous  machines  and  eia> 

practical  ramifications  7   Ars  the  opinions  we  gines.    It  rolls  the  moon  in  regular  suoceamosi 

now  so  fiercely  maintetn  of  sudi  a  nature,  that  around  the  earth,  and  prevente  her  from  nmning 

we  shall  probably  recognize  them  as  important  lawlessly  through  the  sky.    It  extends  its  iaJIcN 

practical  principles  a  million  of  years  hence,  in  ence  from  the  sua  to  the  remotest  pianola,  eosi- 

Iha  regions  of  distant  worlds?**  If  such  a  test  ducting  revolving  worlds,  with  aK  their  satsllitei^ 

ware  appUsd  to  hundreds  of  opiiuona  which  hava  in  their  anpla  csrcnits,  and  presa:  ring  dMsa»]l 
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fa  OM  hifOiQiiioiM  ■7«tem.  It  eonnecti  the  rejoice  in  accoinplUbiiif.tke  plans  of  tbeir ' 
•tnli  and  the  planetary  globea  with  other  eys-  volent  Creator.  Around  him,  as  the  sun  of  the 
teow  in  the  distant  regions  of  space ;  and  carries  moral  system— the  centre  of  light,  and  kwe,  and 
the  me,  with  all  his  attendant  orbs,  around  the  joy — they  all  rovolTe  m  their  appointed  cmJc . 
centre  of  that  nebmlm  to  which  it  beloags,  and  cheered  by  the  emanation  df  his  love,  enlightened 
•11  the  systems  and  nebube  of  the  universe  by  his  beams,  and  reflecting  a  radiance  upon  all 
around  the  throne  of  €KmI.  the  beings  with  which  mey  ars  surrounded. 
In  like  manner,  lore  unites  all  holy  intelli-  Though  one  orb  differs  from  another  in  motion, 
genees,  whorsver  dispersed  through  the  ampli-  in  magnitude,  and  in  glory,  yet  no  one  interferes 
tudes  air  creation,  hi  one  amiable  and  harmonious  with  another  to  impede  its  progress,  or  to  inier- 
aystesk  It  unites  man  toOod,  and  God  to  num.  eept  the  emanations  of  light  uid  joy  from  the 
It  unites  the  reno? ated  inhabitaau  of  our  globe  Uncreated  Source  and  Centre  of  all  enjoyment, 
to  angols  and  archaafeb,  and  qnalilies  them  for  Were  the  principle  of  attraction  which  binds 
entering  into  the  closest  bonds  of  friendship  and  together  the  atoms  of  our  globe,  and  ooonects  the 
nfieetion  with  superior  intelligences  diat  people  planetary  orhs  with  the  sun,  to  be  oompletely  dis- 
the  regions  of  distant  worlds.  It  produces  an  soked,  the  earth  would  be  shattered  to  its  centre ; 
expansive  and  harmonious  spirit,  and  an  i^rdent  the  waters  of  the  ocean  would  fly  upwards,  albd 
desire  to  difluse  happiness  among  all  surround-  be  disponed  through  the  highest  regions  of  tlio 
ing  beings.  It  gives  birth  to  Umso  sublisM  esso-  atmosphere ;  rocks  and  mountains  would  he  de- 
tions  which  flow  out  towards  the  Creator  in  the  tached  from  their  bases,  and  raised  aloft  above 
irarioos  (brms  of  adoration,  eomplaoency,  hope,  the  clouds ;  forests  would  be  torn  up  from  their 
oonfidenoe,  humility,  joy,  submission,  and  re-  roots,  and  tossed  about  in  oonfosion  through  the 
verence;and  it  is  the  spring  of  all  those  vir>  sky;  the  moon  wodd  forsake  her  ancient  course; 
iuotts  dispositions  which  flow  out  towards  our  the  planets  would  ran  lawlessly  through  the  im- 
feUow-creatures  in  the  form  of  mercy,  oompaa-  mensiiy  of  space,  and  mighty  worlds  would  be 
•ion,  sincerity,  candour,  sympathy,  kindness,  seen  dashing  asainst  each  other,  till  they  were 
long^suflering,  gentleness,  meekness,  charity,  ,  shattered  to  pieoes,  and  their  fragments  tossed 
generosity,  justice,  and  active  benefioenoe.  It  about  in  disorder  throughout  surrounding  sys- 
impels  its  possessor  to  run  to  tho  assistance  of  tems.  Eflects  equally  disastrous  to  the  tntelli- 
Che  distressed,  to  support  the  weak,  to  oonsolo  fjent  system  would  be  produced,  were  the  infla« 
the  desponding,  to  comfort  the  dying,  to  difluse  once  of  love,  in  all  its  varied  emanations,  to  be 
the  rays  of  imaftenly  light  ever  the  benighted  oompletely  suiqiended  or  annihilated.  War  wouki 
Oiind,  and  to  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of  all  be  proclaimed  in  heaven,  and  myriads  of  angels 
around.  It  is  '*  the  bond  of  perfection*'  which  hurled  from  their  seats  of  bliss.  The  rapturous 
unites  the  mendiersof  an  aflectionate  family,  and  songs  and  adorations  of  seraphs  wouU  be  changed 
preserves  the  union  of  the  faithful  in  all  the  into  the  hoivlings  and  execrations  of  demons, 
churches  of  the  saints:  It  unites  man  to  man  by  The  population  of  the  universe  would  be  trans- 
the  closest  ties,  however  different  in  hmguage,  formed  into  one  vast  assemUage  of  fiends ;  its 
eustoBis,  cetour,  and  complexion,  and  however  regions  of  beauty  and  fortiltty  wwild  become  one 
for  removed  from  each  other  in  point  of  place,  wide  scene  of  desolation  and  horror,  and  the  voico 
It  enables  the  Gveenlander,  the  Icehnder,  the  of  lamentation  and  misery  would  be  heard  re- 
African,  the  inhabitant  of  Hindostan,  and  the  in-  sounding  throughout  all  worlds.  On  earth  king- 
habitant  of  the  British  Isles,  in  whose  hearto  it  doms  would  be  fhaken  and  convulsed ;  govern- 
resides,  to  recognize  each  other  as  *'  the  sons  of  iMnts  overturned ;  societies  dissolved ;  fiunilies 
God,"  and  as  **  brethren  in  Christ  lesus.**  It  dispersed  ;  the  bonds  of  friendship  burst  ason- 
|i  sends  forth  the  imagination  over  every  quarter  of  der ;  husbands  torn  from  their  wives,  and  parents 
t  the  globe,  carrying  benevolent  wishes,  ferret  from  their  children ;  the  intercourse  of  nations 
$  prayers,  and  intercessions  for  men  of  all  kindreds  suspended ;  the  pursuiu  of  science  and  religion 
$  and  ranks ;  and  employs  every  active  endeavour  abandoned ;  every  rank  and  relation  overturned, 
i(  to  promote  the  present  eijoyment  and  the  eterw  end  virtue  banished  from  the  abodes  of  men. 
|i  Hal  felicity  of  the  family  of  mankind.  It  in-  Deserting  all  social  beings,  and  forsaken  by  ail, 
f  spires  the  soul  with  emotions  of  delight,  when  man  would  become  a  solitary  monster,  wandering 
f  it  becomes  tho  instrument  of  conmranicating  without  plan  or  object,  an  enemy  to  himself  and 
f  happiness  to  aJi  within  the  sphere  of  its  mflu-  to  his  species.  Anarahy  and  disorder  would 
f  once.  It  unites  the  host  of  seraphim  and  ch»-  rslgn  triumphant  over  the  whole  race  of  human 
ll  nibim  in  one  vast  and  harmonious  association ;  beings,  and  the  bowlings  of  wretchedness  and 
(I  so  that  no  jarring  affection  is  ever  felt,  and  no  despair  would  re-echo  from  every  hmd. 
f  discordant  voice  is  ever  heard,  among  the  thou-  Such  a  scene  of  moral  desolation  §»(/lthntm 
f  sands  and  ten  thousands  of  these  exalted  Sntelli-  and  moligiii^  have  a  natural  Isndsnqf  to  create ; 
I  gsuoos.  It  preserves  every  member  of  the  holy  and  such  a  scene  they  have  actually  created  la 
I  and  intelligent  system  in  the  rank  and  orbit  pre-  our  worU,  in  tofarmtMr  ui^ncnes  Aos  iMnrfsd. 
f                   mh*ihf  lofinin  Wisdom,  and  leads  them  nil  to  Tho  power  of  atursction  baa  nsver  been  — 
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pleiely  wspeDded  in  ralaUon  to  our  globo,  nor  like  unto  it ;  Thou  shaU  lore  1I17  aaiglibow  •• 
imt  the  noral  Governor  of  the  uniTerfe  luffered  thjeelC  Oir  thkib  two  comma v^msjits  bavo 
(he  principle  of  love  to  be  entirely  ertdicated  all  tbs  i^w  ahd  thk  PBOl^BETe.''  Tbit 
firom  the  minds  of  ita  inhabitanu.  But,  aa  when  declaration  evidently  indies,  that  it  it  the  des^ 
the  law  of  gravitation  ie  counteracted  in  case  of  of  the  whole  of  the  Old  Testament  Revelatioo,  10 
eartb<|aakes  and  volcanoes,  the  most  destructive  illustrue  and  enforce  these  laws,  and  to  prodoce 
md  desolating  convulsions  ensue, — so  it  happens  ail  those  holy  tempers  which  are  couprised  in  die 
in  the  moral  world,  when  the  law  of  benevolence  love  of  <3hd,  and  of  our  neighbour.  This  ap- 
is trampled  under  foot.  **  Nat  ion  rises  against  pears  to  be  the  grand  object  of  all  the  historiea 
nati<A,  and  kingdom  against  kingdom  ;*'  hostile  fiM:ts,  religious  instiloticms,  devotional  ezermses^ 
armies  encounter  like  tigers  rushing  on  their  morsl  roaaims,  prophecies,  eahortaiions,  pro- 
prey  ;  "  firebrands,  arrows,  and  death"  are  sca^  mises,  and  threatenings,  which  it  records.  The 
tered  in  every  direction ;  a  confused  noise  of  history  of  the  formation  of  the  umverae,  and  of 
chariots,  and  horsemen,  and  of  engines  of  do-  the  beautiful  arrangement  of  our  globe,  as  de- 
struction, is  wafted  on  every  breeze ;  garments  tailed  in  the  Book  of  Genesis,  is  calcnlatad  Is 
are  rolled  in  blood,  and  whok>  plains  drenched  display  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  the  Creator^ 
with  humsn  gore,  and  covered  with  the  carcasses  and  to  draw  forth  our  affections  towards  Him 
of  the  slain.  But  wherever  love  diffuses  its  who  is  the  Author  of  our  enjoyments,  and  who 
powerful  and  benign  influence,  there  harmony,  pronounced  every  thing  he  had  made  to  be  "  very 
happiness,  and  peace  are  enjoyed  by  every  rank  good."  The  history  of  the  wickedness  cf  the 
of  sensitive  and  intellectual  eiistence.  In  every  antediluvian  workl,  of  the  dreadful  effects  it  pro- 
world  where  it  reigns  supreme,  the  intellectual  duced  in  the  state  of  socie^,  and  of  the  awfid 
faculty  is  irradiated,  the  affections  are  purified  catastrophe  by  which  its  inhabitants  were  swept 
and  expanded,  transporting  joys  are  felt,  and,  from  existence,  and  buried  in  the  waters  of  the 
like  the  planetaiy  oibs  and  their  train  of  satel*  deluge,  is  calculated  to  illustrate,  in  the  SBost 
lites,  all  shine  with  a  steady  lustre,  and  move  «»•  striking  manner,  the  guilt  and  the  danger  of 
ward  in  harmonious  order,  around  the  Supreme  withdrawing  the  affections  from  Giod,  and  of  ia- 
Source  of  intelligence,  and  the  Eternal  Centre  dulging  a  principle  of  malevolence  towards 


of  all  felicity.  The  history  of  the  crimes  of  Sodom,  and  of  the 

fikte  of  its  wretched  inhabitants ;  the  destroecien 
■  of  Pharaoh  and  his  armies  at  the  Red  Sea ;  the 

history  of  the  idolatrous  prattices  of  the  Israel- 
SECTION  VU.  ites,  of  their  murmurings  in  the  wiktemeas,  ami 

of  the  punishments  inflicted  for  their  rebeilien  ; 
TBS  FmxOBDiiro  Tisws  co&BOBOBATED  BT     the  fate  of  Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram,  ami  of 
Di viKB  BBVBLATiOB.  the  woTshippeTs  of  Baal :  The  destruction  of  ihn 


nations  of  Canaan ;  the  judgments  wbidk 
Im  the  preceding  sections  I  have  endeavoured  sued  the  Jewish  nation,  during  the  whole  penod 
to  illustrate  the  two  grand  principles  of  the  Mo*  of  their  history,  on  account  of  their  defection 
ral  Law,  and  to  demonstrate  their  reasonableness,  from  €kxl,  and  the  calamities  which  befell  ihesi 
and  the  necessity  of  their  universal  operation,  in  at  the  period  of  the  Babylonish  captivity— <(^e- 
order  to  the  promotion  of  the  happiness  of  the  ther  with  all  the  other  fads  connected  with  the 
intelligent  system.  I  have  proceeded  all  along  history  of  that  people  and  of  the  surrooDdiBg  n*- 
on  the  ground  of  revelation,  as  well  as  of  reason,  tions,  are  intended  to  exhibit  the  dismal  eonso* 
and  the  nature  of  things.  But  since  these  itn-  quences,  and  the  morsl  wretohedness  which  i»» 
portant  principles  form  the  basis  of  the  system  eviiably  follow,  when  the  affections  of  nmnkinj 
of  religion,  and  of  all  the  practical  conclusions  are  withdrawn  from  the  God  of  HeeYea,aBd  left 
I  may  afterwards  deduce  in  the  remaining  part  to  grovel  in  the  mire  of  depravity  and  vne. 
of  this  work,  it  may  be  expediem  to  advert  a  The  institutions  oftlie  Jewish  Cborcb  worn 
little  more  explicitly  to  the  declarations  of  Scrip-  appointed  for  promoting  the  knowledge  and  tin 
turo  on  this  subject.  And  here  I  propose  very  love  of  God,  and  for  exciting  an  abberrance  of 
briefly  to  show,  thot  it  is  die  great  end  of  Divine  e^^ry  thmg  which  is  contrary  to  the  roctitndl* 
Revelation  to  illustrate  these  principlee  in  all  and  purity  of  his  nature.  Among  thoirfiiea  that 
their  various  bearings,  and  to  bring  them  into  inhabited  the  land  of  Canaan,  prior  to  cho  em- 
practical  operation.  trance  of  the  Israelites,  and  among  all  the  snr- 
This  position  is  ^expressly  stated  by  our  Sa-  rounding  natioes,  the  worship  of  fabe  gods,  Ih* 
viour  himself,  in  his  reply  to  the  scribe,  who  pro*  grossest  superstitions,  and  the  most  abominahlm 
posed  the  question,  "  Whbh  is  the  great  com-  vkes  universally  prevailed.  It  was  one 
mandmant  in  the  law?*'  "  Thou  shalt  love  the  end  of  the  laws  and  ceremonies  eMHMd 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  widi  all  ihy  Israel,  to  exeite  the  highest  degree  of  abhoi 
foul,  and  with  all  thy  mind."  This  is  the  first  at  every  thmg  which  was  connected  with 
•nd  great  coounaadment.    And  the  ieoond  is  try,  to  portray  its  wiekedaui  and  foBy,  id 
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of  dia  paopla  to  the  worihip  of  the  meDi  all  the  prorideutial  di^peoMliona  of  God, 

tfuo  Gkidi  to  proionro  them  unoonlominftted  from  tU  the  manifMtetioos  of  the  divine  character  and 

the  malignant  ditpoeitioD,  and  the  Tile  prao-  perfectioas,  and  all  the  descripiions  o(  the  glories 

tkei  of  the  neighbouring  nationt,  and  to  instruct  of  he«fen,  and  of  the  terrors  of  hell,  hare  a  teu- 

them  in  the  nature  and  attributes  of  the  Deity ;  dency  to  illustrate  the  indispensable  obligation 

that  they  night  bo  **  a  pmtMor  people  to  Jebo*  of  love  to  God,  and  loTe  to  aU  nunkind,  in  order 

vah,  separated  fipom  all  the  people  that  were  on  to  secure  our  present  comfort  and  etemalTeUcity. 

the  face  of  the  earth.*'    Hence,  the  ibUowtng  In^  And,  as  it  was  the  main  design  of  the  Old 

tinmtion  and  Uyunetioa  are  placed  on  the  front  Testament  economy  to  illustrate  and  enforce  the 

of  the  moral  code  of  lawt  delivered  to  that  nation,  principle  of  love  to  God  and  to  man,  so  it  is,  in 

*'  Hear,  O  Israel,  the  Lord  ourGhid  is  one  Lord  a  particular  manner,  the  great  object  of  the 

Tliou  shak  have  no  other  gods  bdors  me."    To  Christian  Revelation,  to  exhibit  the  law  of  love 

preaswte  hanumy  and  afleeiion  between  man  and  in  all  its  bearings  and  practical  applications.  In 

■Ban ;  to  enlbroe  the  exercise  of  justice  and  equity  one  of  the  first  sermons  delivered  by  our  Saviour, 

in  all  their  dealinga;  to  inculeate  chastity  and  and  the  longest  one  recorded  in  the  Evangelical 

purity  of  aAStioo,  kindness  to  strangers,  eon»-  History,  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  the  maia 

passion,  tenderness,  and  sympathy ;  obedience  design  is  to  explain  and  enforce  these  principles, 

to  parents,  charitable  dispositions  towards  the  in  relationboth  toQodand  to  man,  and  to  sweep 

poor  and  needy,  and  tenderness  and  mercy  to>  away  all  the  &lse  glosses  which  Ignorance  and 

wards  the  inferior  anissals,  were  the  great  ol^  Prejudice  had  mingled  with  their  interpretations 

ieets  of  the  various  laws  and  regulations  com*  of  the  Divine  Law.    In  one  part  of  this  die* 

prised  in  their  moral  and  political  code.  course,  our  Lord  declares,  that  we  may  as  soon 

The  devotional  portions  of  the  Old  Testament,  expect  to  see  **  heaven  and  earth  pass  away,"  or 

particularly  those    contained  in   the  book  of  the  whole  frame  of  the  universe  dissolved,  as 

PMlms,  have  the  sasM  general  tendency.     The  that  "  one  jot  or  one  tittle  shall  pass  from  the 

descriptions  of  the  work  of  ereation  and  provi-  law."  For,  as  it  is  a  law  founded  on  the  nature 

dence,  the  adorations  of  the  nnajesty  of  the  Gkid  of  God,  it  must  be  of  eternal  obligation,  and  can 

of  Israel,  the  oelebratioo  of  the  divine  character  never  ^  abrogated  with  regard  to  any  dass  of 

and  exeelleoess^  and  llw  aaeriptions  of  tJianks-  rational  beings,  in  oonsisteoey  with  the  peifeo- 

giving  and  praise  for  the  uMrey,  long-soflering,  tions  of  the  divine  nature.    As  it  is  a  law  aj^so- 

and  goodness  of  God,  with  which  these  divine  lutely  perfect,  comprehending  within  its  range 

compositions  abound,  are  calculated  to  raise  the  every  disposition  and  affection,  and  every  duty 

affections  to  Jehovah  as  the  source  of  every  which  is  requisite  for  promoting  the  order  and 

bleming,  and  to  inspire  the  soul  with  love,  admi-  happiness  of  intelligent  agents,  nothing  can  be 

ration,  and  reverenoe.  In  many  of  these  Md»lime  taken  from  it  withoiU  destroying  its  periectioa ; 

odes,  particularly  in  the  119th  Psalm,  the  mind  and  nothing  can  be  added  to  it  without  supposing 

of  the  Psalmist  is  absorbed  in  meditation  on  the  that  it  was  originally  imperieet.    And  as  it  was 

excellency  of  the  divine  precepts,  and  the  happi-  intended  to  preserve  the  harmony  and  to  secure 

ness  which  the  observance  of  them  is  calculated  the  felicity  of  the  inteUectoal  beings  that  people 

to  convey  io  the  soul.    *' O  how  I  love  thy  law !"  the  earth  and  the  heavens,  the  &bfie  of  universal 

■ays  David ;  *<  it  is  my  meditation  all  the  day.  nature  must  be  destroyed,  before  this  law  can  be 

The  law  of  th^  mouth  is  better  unto  me  than  set  aside  or  cancelled.    For  we  have  already 

thousande  of  or  gold  and  silver.    I  have  re|oiced  seen,  (Sect  IV.)  that,  were  it  reversed,  the 

in  thy  teetimoniee  as  much  as  in  all  ricbes."  whole  intelligent  system  would  be  transfenned 

The  moral  maxinw  contained  in  the  writings  of  into  a  scene  of  oonibsion,  misery,  and  horror. 

Bokmfton  are  likewise  intended  to  dr&w  fiirth  the  For  the  purpose  of  affordmg  an  immense  theatre, 

desires  after  God,  to  counteract  ihe  influence  of  on  which  the  operations  of  this  law  might  bo 

the  depraved  pamioos  of  the  human  heart,  and  displayed,  the  earth  with  all  its  fiiraiture  and 

to  promote  the  exercise  of  candour,  sincerity,  jtts>  decorations,  and  the    heavens,  with  all  their 

tice,  and  benevolenoe  among  mankind.    The  ex-  hosts,  were  called  into  existmce ;  and,  thereibre, 

hortalions,  renonstranoes,  and  denunciations  of  were  it  either  cancelled  or  reversed,  neither  the 

the  prophets,  were  ahio  intended  to  recall  the  af-  gk)ry  of  the  Creator  wouU  be  displayed,  nor  the 

fsctioos  of  the  people  of  Israel  to  the  God  from  happiness  of  his  intelligent  creation  secured, 

whom  they  bad  revolted,  to  show  the  unreason-  The  mighty  expanse  of  Uie  universe,  enclosing 

ableness  of  their  oondnct  in  "  Ibrsaking  the  fimn>  so  many  spacious  worlds,  wouU  become  one 

tain"  of  their  happuMas ;  to  display  the  purity,  boundless  nsoral  desert,  in  which  no  *'  fruits  of 

the  exooHonce,  and  the  eternal  eUicaiion  of  the  righteousness"  would  appear,  nor  any  trace  of 

divine  precepts,  and  to  warn  them  of  the  inevita-  the  beauty  and  benevolence  of  the  Eternal  Mind, 

ble  misery  and  ruia  which  will  overuke  the  work*  —In  the  same  discourse,  our  Saviour  enibroee 

ers  of  iniquity.    In  short,  all  the  promises  and  the  doty  of  love  towards  even  our  most  bitter 

threatenings  of  the  word  of  God,  all  the  consider-  enemies  and  most  furious  persecutors.    **  Ye 

ations  addresasd  to  the  hopes  and  the  6am  of  have  heard  that  it  hath  beon  said,  Thou  shfelC 
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lor*  tby  Mighboqr,  and  hate  tbioe  MMmjr.    But  from  rapper;  ha  laid  wide 

I  ny  unto  jou.  Love  your  eneoiMt ;  Mess  thorn  tooka  towel ;  he  girded  hiaateir ;  bo  pourvrf 

that  corae  you ;  do  good  to  theoi  that  hate  you ;  for  into  a  baton ;  he  began  to  waoh  tite  4ti 

and  pray  for  then  that  deepitefuUy  uee  you,  and  plee*  feet;  anJ  he  wiped  then  wkb  tbe  io««i 

peraeeute  you  ;  that  you  nay  be  the  childrenof  wherewith  he  waa  girded.    He  then 


your  Father  who  is  in  heaven;  for  he  naketh     then  in aoch  langvage  as  thw : — ^*  Lot 

his  sun  to  arise  on  the  oril  and  on  the  good,  and     heart  be  troubled ;  in  ny  Father's  boaoe  ara 


seodeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust.'*     nany  mansions ;  I  go  to  prepare  a  plnfoe  lor 
This  is  one  of  the  most  subline  ezereiees  of  the    And,  ifl  go  and  prepare  a  pUee  fiir  yoa,  I  wil 


principle  oTbro,  in  rcierenco  to  oar  fellow-men;    cone  again  and  reeeire  yon  to  aajedT;  thai 
and  it  is  onToreed  from  the  most  sublime  moiive     where  I  am  there  ye  Bwy  be  also.     I  will 


and  consideration— Che  oonduct  of  Benetolenee  leave  yon  eomfortlees ;   I  will  pray  the  PnilMr» 

itself  towards  araoe  of  rebellious  and  nngratefid  and  he  shaH  give  you  another  comforter,  ewsa 

creatures.  the  Spirit  of  truth,  which  shall  abide  with  yoa 

An  the  other  instraetioos  of  this  Divine  Tea*  for  ever.  Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  my  nans, 

chei^— hv  paiables,  eihortations,  admooiiions,  I  will  do  it.    Peneel  leave  with  3^;  mr  peneo 

warnings,  «nd  consolatory  addresses,  though  r^  I  give  unto  you ;  not  as  the  world  giveth,  give 

forring  to  particular  cases  and  circamsunoes— ■  I  unto  you.    Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  nei* 

had  the  same  general  object  in  view.    When  his  ther  let  it  be  afraid."    In  his  kat  pvmyer,  whick 

disciples  would  have  called  for  fire  firom  heaven,  accompanied  these  bsnedictions,  the 

to  oonsiime  the  Samaritans,  he  kindly,  hot  with  ilow  of  affection  burst  fifomhis  \ 

•omgy  and  decision,  reminded  them,  that  a  prin-  **  Holy  Father !  keep,  through  thine 

ciple  of  malignity  was  imbodied  in  their  unhal-  those  whom  thou  hart  given  me,  thnt  tbey 

lowed  desires,  which  is  directly  opposed  to  the  be  one  as  we  are."    But  his  love  was  not 

law  of  k>ve.    **  To  know  not  what  manner  of  fined  to  the  select  fow  with  whom  he  was 

spirit  ye  areof;  for  the  Son  of  man  is  not  come  rounded  at  this  interesting  hour.    His 

10  destroy  men's  lives,  but  to  save  them."  Among  eye  surveyed  the  various  trftes  which  poopio  1 

his  last  instructions  to  his  followers,  when  he  department  of  creation— it  pierced  throsi^  al 

was  about  to  depart  from  the  scene  of  his  earthly  the  suceeding  generations  of  nmnkiad — and  bo 

Eilgrimage,  love  was  the  grand  theme  on  which  embraced  in  his  expansive  aflecticns  the  k^mW 

e  repeatedly  expatiated.    "  A  new  oonmand-  race  of  the   faithful  till  the  dose    of    tiaie, 

nent  give  I  unto  you,  that  ye  k>ve  ooeanother ;  **  Neither  pray  I  for  these  alons ;  bat  for  them 

as  I  have  loved  you,  that  ye  also  kive  one  ano*  also  who  shall  believe  on  me  through  their  weid ; 

thor.    By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  that  they  all  may  bo  one,  as  thou,  Father,  art  ia 

my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another."  me,  and  I  in  thee ;  that  they  also  may  be  «»e  it 

"  These  things  I  command  you,  that  ye  love  one  us."    Even  towards  bis  bitterest  eaemiea  bis 

aoother.*  benevolent  emotions  flowed  oat,  in  earnest  nop- 

And,  as  the  promotion  of  the  spirit  of  love  was  plications  for  their  forgiveness.    Neither  "  the 

the  great  ol^ect  of  bis  instmctions,  so  his  whole  floods  of  ungodly  men,"  wbidi  compassed  him, 

dfo  was  an  uninterrupted  exemplification  of  the  nor  the  torrents  of  abuse  which  wore  peored 

purest  henevoUnetf  both  towards  friends  and  to-  upon  him  while  he  was  nailing  to  the  eroas,  coald 

wards  enemies.    Never  did  that  holy  affection  overpower  that  heavenly  flame  which  bornad  in 

which  unites  the  angelic  tribes,  and  difTuses  jof  bis  holy  breast.    In  the  midst  of  ail  the  n»cl»- 

among  the  poor  inhabitants  of  all  worids,  appear  ries,  insults,  and  indignities  which  he  endured, 

within  the  confines  of  our  world,  so  amiable,  so  when  he  was  mode  "  a  spectacle  to  angels  and 

disintereeted,  and  so  ardent,  as  during  the  period  to  men,"  bis  affectionate  desires  ascended,  with 

of  the  public  ministry  of  Jesus,  and  particularly  the  smoke  of  the  evening  sacrifice,  to  die  throae 

towards  the  doss  of  his  earthly  career.    In  the  of  God,  in  behalf  of  his  murderers — **  Father, 

immediate  proepect  of  sufferings,  dreadful  be-  forgive  them ;  for  they  know  not  what  they  do.** 

yond  our  conceptions,  hit  love  to  mankind  was  O,  what  a  striking  contrast  is  here  prewated,  to 

"  strong  as  death,"  which  the  many  waters  of  af^  those  scenes  of  pride,  malignity,  and  revenge, 

fliction  which  surrounded  him  were  unable  to  which  have  so  long  disgraced  the  race  of  Adam, 

quench.    His  whole  soul  seemed  to  be  absorbed  end  spread  lamentation,  and  mourning,  and  tor- 

in  affection  towards  his  disconsolate  disciples,  and  ror,   among  fomilies,  societies,  and   natiosw! 

in  a  desire  to  cheer  and  animate  their  drooping  What  a  happy  worM  would  this  beconse,  were  it 

spirits.    His  last  addresses,  as  recorded  by  the  peopled  with  such  amiable  charadersyaad  wars 

Evangelist  John,  breathe  a  spirit  of  tenderness  all  who  profess  to  be  foHowers  of  Jesuo,  instsad  dT 

and  compassion,  and  ofDivino  benignity,  of  which  eontending  about  "questions  which  gender  sti 

we  have  no  parallel  in  the  annals  of  our  race."  to  vie  widi  each  other  in  imitating  has  miki 

To  display  his  kindnem  and  oondesoension,  benevdent  spirit !    Then  Christtanity  wooM 

and  to  teach  his  disciples  to  peform  with  cheers  pear  in  its  native  lustre,  and  receive  the  hoamfa 

^bbiesstbebuaiblest  offices  of  frieaddiip,  he  row  due  to  lis  divine  chaneler :  aad  the  aaiM  sf  Joi^ 
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■ovah  wodi  wooa  b«  proclaimed  thnMighout  all  neighbour  \  therefore,  lo?e  U  the  rulfilhng  of  the 

the  earth,  aad  the  jojrs  of  hit  aalyatioo  felt  in  law.    All  the  law  ie  oomprehendecl  in  thi*  lajr 

every  clime.  ing,  namely,  Thou  ahalt  love  thy  neighbour  ai 

Again,  it  ii  one  great  end  of  the  death  ofChriat  thyself.  The  works  of  the  flesh,*'  or  those  whieb 

to  destroy  the  principle  of  malignity  in  the  hu*  flow  from  a  principle  of  malignity,  '*  ard  these  : 

man  heart,  and  to  promote  the  operation  of  Um  fornication,  uncleannets,  idolatry,  hatred,  van* 

law  of  love.    **  While  we  were  enemies,  (says  ance,  emulations,  wn^th,  strife,  seditionsi  ebvyw 

the  Apostle  Paul,)  we  were  reconciled  to  God  ings,  murders,  revellings,  and  such  like.    Bat 

by  the  deatli  of  his  Son."     **  We  are  sanctified  the  fruit  of  the  spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  kxig-suCi 

through  the  offering  of  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ  fering,  gendeness,  goodness,  fidelity,  meelmess, 

once  for  all.*'     "  He  loved  us,  and  washed  us  and  temperance.*'    **  Let  love  be  without  di«- 

fi'om  our  sins  in  his  own  blood."    "  They  who  simuhition,  and  walk  in  love  as  Christ  also  hath 

were  enemies  in  theirmind,  and  by  wicked  works,  loved  us.    Be   kindly  aflTectioned  one   toward 

be/eoonciled  in  the  body  of  his  flesh  throu^  death,  another  with  brotherly  k)ve,  in  honour  preferring 

to  present  them  holy  and  unblameaUe,  ud  unr^  one  aooiher.    Distributing  to  the  necessity  (rf 

wovable  in  his  sight."    Love  to  his  heavenly  saints ;  given  to  hospitality.  Bless  them  that  per- 

Father,  and  love  to  mankind,  impelled  him  to  secute  you  ?  bless,  and  curse  not   Rejoice  with 

"  bumble  himself,  and  to  become  obedient  to  them  that  do  rejoice,  and  weep  with  them  that 

death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross."    And,  in  weep.  Husbands,  love  your  wives,  even  as  ChrisC 

order  that  this  divine  principle  might  be  kept  also  loved  the  church;  children,  obey  your  parents 

alive,  and  form  a  bond  oSf  union  among  all  hit  foU  in  the  Lord ;  fothers,  provoke  not  your  children 

lowers,  he  appointed  an  ordinance,  consisting  of  to  wrath,  but  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and 

■ensible  signs,  in  commemoration  of  hb  death,  admonition  of  the  Lo  d.  Servants,  be  cbedientto 

to  be  obsenred  in  all  ages  as  a  memorial  of  his  your  roasters,  with  good  will  doing  service  as  to 

kyve,  and  to  remind  bis  friends  of  the  indispeiv-  the  Lord,  and  not  unto  mdn ;  and  ye  masters,  do 

•ibie  obligation  under  which  they  are  laid  to  bvo  the  same  thing  unto  them,  forbearing  threatening, 

one  another.    To  promote  the  same  benevolent  knowing  that  your  master  also  is  in  heaven." 

design,  he  arose  firom  the  dead,  ascended  to  *'  Put  on,  as  the  elect  Of  (Sod,  holy  and  beloved, 

heaven,  sent  down  the  Spirit  of  Holiness  to  abide  bowels  of  mercies,  kindness,  humbleness  of  mind) 

in  the  Chorehy  and  now  presides  in  the  celestial  meekness,  long«stifiering ;  forbearing  one  another 

work!  as  '*  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  r^  in  love,  and  forgiving  one  another,  if  any  man 

pentanoe  and  the  remission  of  sins."  have  a  quarrel  against  any ;  even  as  Christ  ibr- 

And,  as  the  instructions  and  the  example  of  gave  you,  so  also  do  ye." 
Jesus  Christ  were  calculated  to  exhibit  the  prin-        Sudi  is  the  general  scope  of  the  instructions 

dple  of  fove  in  all  its  interesting  aspects,  anid  to  which  the  apostlee  delivered,  in  all  their  c(»n* 

piY>mote  its  practical  influence,  so  the  preaching  municaiions  (o  the  Christian  diurohes,  whether 

and  the  writings  of  his  Apostles  bad  the  same  composed  of  Jews  or  Gentiles.    And,  had  it  not 

Important  okject  in  view,  as  the  ultimate  scope  been  for  the  strong  prejudices  of  the  Jews,  and 

of  all  their  ministrations.    The  one  half  of  every  the  erroneous  conceptions  of  the  Gentiles,  which 

epistle  to  the  Christian  churches  is  oecupied  in  the  apostles  had  lo  combat,  it  is  probable,  that 

delineating  the  practical  bearings  of  this  holy  sf>  the  whole  of  their  epistles  wonU  have  been  soiely 

foctioo.    Like  the  lines  which  proceed  from  the  occupied  in  ddineating  the  practical  efiecis  of 

centre  to  the  circumference  of  a  circle,  the  va-  love  to  God,  and  to  our  brethren  of  KiuiJund, 

nous  radiations  of  Christian  affection  are  traced  and  its  glorious  consequences    in  die    fiiture 

from  k»ve,  as  the  grand  central  point,  and  exhi-  worM.    And,  as  it  was  the  great  aim  of  the 

bited  in  all  their  benign  influence  on  individuals,  apostles  themselves,  in  their  writings  and  per* 

&milies,  churches,  and  the  diversified  relations  sonal  administrations,  to  illustrate  the  numeroui 

which  subsist  m  civil  and  Christian  society,  bearings  of  Christian  love,  so  they  gave  solemn 

**  Above  all  things,"  says  the  Aposde,  **  put  on  chargee  to  their  successors  in  the  work  of  tho 

Isve,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfection.    Though  ministry,  to  make  all  their  instructions  subset^ 

we  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  sngels,  and  vient  to  the  promotion  of  the  same  important  ob* 

have  not  love,  we  are  become  as  soimding  brass,  ject.    Almost  the  whole  of  the  epistles  addressed 

or  a  tinkling  cymbal.    And  though  we  imder>  to  Timothy  and  Titus,  which  relate  to  the  da« 

■tand  all  mysteries,  and  all  knowledge,  and  bo>  ties  and  the  objects  of  the  Christian  ministry,  baa 

stow  all  our  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  have  not  a  reference,  not  lo  the  discussion  of  metaphysical 

love,  it  profiteth  nothing.    Love  sufiereth  k»g,  questions  in  theology,  which  "  are  unprofltabla 

and  is  kind ;  h»ve  enviedi  not,  vaunteih  not  itself,  and  vain,"  but  to  the  illustration  and  the  inculcat* 

doth  not  behavn  itself  unseemly,  seeketh  not  her  ing  of  those  practical  duties  which  flow  from  tho 

own,  is  not  easily  provoked,  thinketh  no  evil,  spirit  of  love,  and  to  the  counteracting  of  those 

Prophecies  shall  feil,  languages  shall  cease,  proud,  malignant,  and  speeulaiive  dwpositiooi 

•acthly  knowledge  shall  vanish  away,  bat  lovo  which  are  opposed  lo  the  meeknass  and  benignity 

/biteekb**    "  Love  wMkoih  no  m  to  his  ofthofoqwl  of  peace. 
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I  ■tgbt  tiw  have  iImwb,  bj  noiiMroiit  quote-  I  was  In  prison,  and  ys  canto  otto  Be.*'     And^ 

Cions,  that,  in  the  ftiMraJ  epistles  of  Peter,  thoughyebadnoopporiamtjoTpeHbraitiigtlMM 

lames,  and  Jeha,  ibe  same  grand  dgect  to  wliieh  olBcei  to  me  in  person,  yet,  "  inasmueh  as  y  v 

I  have  been  adverting  is  steadily  and'unifcrmly  did  it  to  one  of  the  ieast  of  these  my  brethren, 

kept  in  Tiew.  The  first  epi«tle  of  John  is  almost  ye  did  it  unto  me."    **  Then  shall  be  also  say  to 

•xolusirely  devoted  to  the  ilhistratioa  of  the  loTe  them  on  the  leO  hand,  Depart  from  me,  ye  €«•• 

oTQod  and  of  man ;  and  on  this  theme,  in  which  ed  ;  for  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  no 

his  soul  appears  to  be  ahnoet  entirely  absorbed,  meal ;  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  no  drinks 

he  expatiates  Wadfc  peculiar  energy  snd  delight :  I  was  a  stranger  and  ye  took  me  not  in ;  naked!, 

'*  We  know  that  we  have  passed  from  death  to  and  ye  clothed  me  not;  sick,  and  in  prison,  ami 

life,  because  we  kwe  the  brethren.     He  th*t  ye  visited  me  not.    Verily,  I  say  uatoyou,  ina»- 

loveth  not  his  brother  abideth  in  death.    Who-  much  as  ye  did  it  not  fo  one  of  the  least  of  theee^ 

soever  hateth  his  brother  is  a  murderer;  and  ye  ye  did  it  not  to  me.    And  these  shall  go  nway 

know  that  no  murderer  hath  (the  principle  of)  into  everiasting  punishssent,  but  the  rig;bteona 

eternal  life  abiding  in  him.     Behold,  what  man-  into  life  eternal."    For  every  one  ehall  be  r^ 

nerof  love  the  Fadier  hath  4>estowed  on  us,  that  warded  according  to  his  woriu.— Such  ki  ibn 

we  shouki  be  called  the  sons  of  God !     Beloved,  importance  which  wiU  be  attached  to  the  inHn- 

let  us  love  one  another ;  for  love  is  of  Qod ;  and  ence  of  this  holy  affection  over  the  human  mfasdt 

every  one  that  loveth  is  bora  of  God,  and  knoweth  at  that  **  day  of  dread,  decwion,  and  despair  :^ 

God.     He  that  loveth  not  knowsth  not  God  ;  for  it  is  quite  obvious,  that  every  action  here 

Ibr  (Sod  is  love.    No  man  halh  seen  God  at  any  specified  in  relation  Xo  the  righteous,  is  an  eflect 

time.    If  wekuve  one  another,  God  dwelleth  in  of  the  love  of  GKmI  and  of  man  presiding  in  tba 

US,  and  his  k>ve  is  perfected  in  us.    If  any  man  heart ,  and,  therefore,  if  we  shall  ultimately  be 

say,  I  love  God,  and  hateth  his  brother,  be  is  a  found  destitute  of  this  holy  principle,  we  camwc 

liar ;  for  be  that  loveUi  not  his  brother,  whom  he  expect  the  reward  of  the  felthful,  nor  '*  haw 

hath  seen,  how  can  he  love  God,  whom  he  hath  boldness  in  the  day  of  judgment." 

Bot  seen  ?"    It  is  recorded,  by  some  ancient  an-  Thus  it  appears  that  it  is  the  great  end  of  aB 

thon,  that  when  this  apostle  was  grown  old,  and  the  historkal  facts,  the  religious  ineticmkma,  the 

unable  to  preach,  he  used  to  be  led  to  the  church  devotional  writings,  the  nioral  maxims,  the  ie- 

at  Ephesos,  and  only  to  say  these  words  to  the  structions  of  the  pct>phers,  the  warnings,  exhor- 

people,  £4ttteeMUrcn,JsM  one  onolher."    Such  tations,  promises,  and  threatenings,  consprised 

was  the  importance  which  this  venerable  apostle  in  the  Jewish  revelation,  to  illostraie  and  enferen 

attached  to  jsvs,as  the  grand  and  governing  |»in-  the  law  of  love  in  its  references  both  to  GSod  and 

eiple  in  the  Christian  system.  to  man — that  it  is  explained  and  illustrated  in  tba 

Finally,  The  procedure  of  the  last  judgment  various  instractions  delivered  by  our  blessed 
wiU  be  conducted  on  evidence,  deduced  from  the  Saviour,  and  enforced  by  his  exanipl»— that  iio 
manifestations  of  k>ve.  At  that  aolemn  period,  numerous  bearings  and  niodifications  are  display- 
when  the  preeent  economy  of  Divine  Providence  od  in  the  writings  of  all  the  apostlea,  and  m 
shall  come  to  a  termination ;  when  the  elements  their  instructions  to  Christian  teaiJiurs  ami,  ihaft 
shall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  and  the  great  globe  its  existence  in  the  heart,  and  its  opemtian  m 
on  which  we  tread  shall  be  wrapt  in  flames;  active  life,  will  form  the  decisive  test  of  our  cfaa- 
when  the  archangel  shall  descend,  and  sound  racter  at  the  final  judgment, 
an  alann  with  "  the  trump  of  Qod ;"  when  the 

graves  shall  open,  and  give  ferth  their  dead ;  and  "^""^^ 

when  all  the.  geneimtions  of  men,  **  both  small  SECTION  VIIL 
and  great,"  shall  stand  before  the  throoo  otGttd ; 

the  eternal  destiny  of  all  the  millions  of  mankind  ^  ™*  ^AcricicL  oraKATion  or  wrm,  xvn 

WiU  be  unalterably  determined,  on  the  ground  of  *■■  tarious  modes  m  whicr  it  sbovld 

the  manifesutions  which  have  been  given  of  the  ■■  displatssd  towamds  MAniHO. 

existence  and  the  opeiatioo  of  the  principle  of  Ws  have  already  seen,  that  love  is  a  moat 

love,  and  of  the  affections  and  cooduot  to  which  noble  and  expansive  afiectkm.    It  is  not  liks  a 

it  is  opposed.    "  When  the  Son  of  man  shall  Uaxing  meteor  which  dazsles  the  ^e  for  a  few 

come  in  his  gkiry,  and  all  the  hdy  angels  with  moments,  and  then  vanishes  from  the  siglit.    It 

him,  then  shall  he  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his  does  not  consist  merely  in  a  few  transient  esso- 

gkiry.     And  before  him  ^lall  be  assembled-  dl  tions, andfruidess  wishes fer  the  good  of  odiers. 

nations.    Then  shall  he  say  to  them  on  his  right  It  does  not  waste  its  energies  in  eloqoent  ha« 

hand,  Come  ye  bleessd  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  ruigoes  on  the  beauty  of  virtoe,  in  theorising  sp^ 

kingdom  prepared  for  you  fiwn  the  foundation  of  eolations  on  the  principles  of  morals,  in  framtnf 

the  world.  For  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave  Cluixotic  schemes  of  philanthropy,  or  in  werp> 

me  meal ;  I  was  thirs^,  and  ye  gave  me  drink  ;  ing  over  tales  of  fictitious  wo.    It  is  a  siibstantinl 

I  was  a  stranger,  and  yetook  me  in ;  naked,  and  ai^  an  ever  oeltvs  principle ;  its  energirs  areas* 

w  dothod  me ;  I  was  siik,  and  ya  visitad  me  ;  erted  for  the  purpose  of  oommnaieatinghappiMflB 
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tufifvij  mikQfMMitiT«udiQten«etitAl beings;  to  aooonplnh  ilw  porpOMn  of  liefieToi»nee,  is 

%«id  the  moral  worMy  mt  it  actually  mmIs,  u  the  reference  to  the  nniveraal  eyatem.    For,  the  ge* 

gianfl  theatre  of  iu  eperationi.    I  have  already  neral  good  of  God- •  universal  eaipire,  cMmdcrad 

endeaToured  to  illuetrate  some  of  the  modifier-  as  ens  whoUf  most  be  viewed  as  the  great  end 

lions  ofibisaffeetiotti  in  iu  relation  to  Ood;*  and,  which  benevolence  is  accomplishing,  and  the 

in  the  preceding  sections  of  this  chapter,  havo  partial  exclusions  from  happiness,  which  now 


occasionally  adverted  to  some  of  its  benignant  happen  in  the  case  of  certain  dassee  of  moral 
effects  in  reference  to  man.  It  may,  however,  ftgents,  must  be  regarded  as  necessary  arraoge- 
be  expedient,  in  this  place,  to  enter  a  little  more  menis  subservient  to  this  important  end.  His 
exjrficitly  into  the  practical  opeimtioos  of  benevo-  infinite  Knowltdg9t  extending  lo  all  events,  past, 
fence,  and  the  various  modes  by  which  its  influ-  present,  and  to  come ;  and  his  Ommscisitf  eye, 
enee  may  be  manifeeted  in  relation  to  oar  bre-  fHercing  into  the  secret  purposes  of  every  heart, 
Ibren  of  mankind.  surveying  the  various  tribes  of  men,  and  the  cir» 
The  grand  oljeot  iriiich  love  proposes  to  at^  cumstances  of  all  ths  worlds  which  float  in  the 
complish  istheconuaunicationoAiappinsss.  And,  immensity  of  space,  uid  oomprehendiDg  the  re- 
in cwder  to  stimulate  and  direct  us  in  its  opera-  motest  consequences  of  all  actions  throughout 
tioQs,  the  character  and  agency  of  CM  are  set  infinite  duration,  enable  Him,  in  every  instance, 
before  us  as  our  examphur.  There  is  nota  more  to  form  those  arrangements  by  which  the  objects 
amiable,  attractive,  nor  comprehensive  idea  of  of  benevolence  may  be  accomplished  on  the  most 
the  Divine  Being  any  where  to  be  found  than  that  extensive  scale,  snd  by  which  the  everlasting 
which  is  exhibited  by  the  Apostle  John,  in  three  happiness  of  the  holy  and  intelligent  systeui  may 
words  Gop  IS  X4»tx.  He  is  the  eternal,  un-  be  most  eflectually  secured, 
created  Source  of  felicity,  fiom  which  flow  all  For  the  purpose  of  displaying  his  k>ve  to  the 
those  streams  of  joy  whidi  gladden  the  hearts  of  moral  intelligences  of  our  world,  he  has  given 
angels  and  archangels,  cherubim  and  seraphim ;  us  a  revelation  of  his  character  and  will ;  1m  ban 
and  whatever  portion  of  happiness,  sensitive  or  exhibited  hw  law  as  a  law  of  love ;  he  has  pro- 
intellectual,  is  M^oyed  by  man  on  earth,  and  by  missd  the  agency  of  his  holy  Spirit,  to  produce 
all  the  subordinate  tribes  of  animated  nature,  is  in  us  those  dispositions  which  his  law  requires ; 
derived  firom  the  same  inexhaustible  fountain,  nnd  he  tus  given  the  most  affecting  dis|rfay  of 
For  the  purpose  of  eomnnmicating  happiness,  he  his  love,  in  the  mission  of  his  Son  into  the 
called  the  material  universe  into  existence,  to  world.  **  In  this,"  says  the  Apostle  John,  *<  was 
serve  as  sn  immense  theatre,  on  which  his  bene-  manifested  the  love  of  God  towards  us ;  because 
vdence  might  be  displayed  to  countless  orders  that  God  sent  his  only-begotten  Son  into  the 
of  sensitive  and  intelligent  crenturss ;  and  all  world,  that  we  might  live  though  him.  Herein 
ihe  perfections  of  fads  nature  may  be  considered  as  is  love ;  not  that  we  fevsd  God^  but  that  he  lov- 
•0  many  agents  emptoyed  for  the  execution  of  sd  us,  and  senthis  Son  to  be  a  propitiatkm  for 
this  noble  desi|pi.  Impelled,  as  it  were,  by  this  our  sins.  Beloved,  if  God  so  loved  us,  how  ought 
sssential  and  characteristic  affection  df  the  IH-  we  tf  love  one  another  V* 
▼inoMind,  all  the  attributes  of  Deity  are  inoes*  Now,  we  are  commanded  in  the  Sacred  Scrip- 


santly  operating  throughout  the  umnensity  of  tnrss  to  be  imitators  of  God  in  his  benevolent 
creation  in  tils  view  ofthe  inhabitants  of  all  worlds,  operations,  and  eepecially  in  tiioee  cases  in 
His  Osm^pfllsnes  is  smpbyed  in  supporting  the  which  love  requires  to  surmount  svery  obstacle, 
worlds  already  created,  and  in  bringing  new  and  to  exert  aD  its  powers  in  opposiikm  to  hs- 
systems,  and  new  orders  of  beings  into  exisU  tred,  eamij,  and  ingratitude.  '*  Be  ye  perfect,** 
enoe;  and  his  WUi/Vh  »  dsvising,  selsct-  says  our  Saviour,  **  as  your  Father  who  is  in 
ing,  and  arranging  tiMse  means  which  are  requi-  heaven  is  periect.  Love  your  enemies  {  Ursa 
site  for  accomplishing  the  plans  of  benevolence,  them  who  curse  yon ;  do  good  to  them  who  hate 
Towards  thoss  wretched  beings  who  havs  abossd  you ;  and  pray  for  them  who  despitefully  use  you 
his  goodness,  and  wandered  from  happiness,  his  and  peraecute  you.  That  you  may  be  the  chil- 
Afergf  is  prodaimed ;  and  his  PWmms  and  foi^-  dren  of  your  Fkthsr  who  is  in  braven :  for'ho 
bearance  are  kmg  exercised,  in  order  to  lead  maketh  hu  sun  to  rise  on  the  sail  and  on  the 
them  to  repentance,  and  to  the  paths  of  fslicity.  good ;  and  sendeth  rain  on  ihe  just  snd  on  the 
His  /ttsfies,  conjoiiisd  with  his  power,  is  exer-  tnyiMl."  So  that  his  enemies  subsist  on  hir 
ciwed  for  the  porposs  of  restraining  the  eflbrts  of  bounty,and  are  cheered  and  relreehed  by  his  pro- 
malevolence,  for  preventing  the  inroads  of  anar-  vidential  care.  In  like  manner,  the  operation  Ob 
chy  and  coofiision,  ano  for  preeerving  the  order  love  on  the  part  of  man  may  be  oonsideredas  the 
and  happiness  of  the  intelligent  creation.  In  this  whds  energy  of  an  intelligent,  mind,  directing 
view,  ail  the  judgments,  however  dreadfid  and  itsfiMmlties  of  perception,  judgment,  reasoning, 
appalling,  which  have  been  inflicted  on  tlie  work-  and  imagination,  along  with  its  physical  powi- 
«rs  of  iniquity  m  every  age,  have  had  a  tendon^  ere,  to  the  production  of  happiness  both  among 

friends  sim)  enemies,  so  lar  as  its  influence  can 

*  Isa  pages  M-f  I  attend.*  In  the  prosscttlion  of  this  noble  end,  i 
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I "  t  worker  together  with  GM/'  a  euboc^  pure  ttnoepherie  air  to  inrigorate  his 

dtnate  ajieni  incarrjiaf  forward  those  plane  oTIn-  tystem,  end  water  to  cleaaee  and  relreab  hiok 

finite  Beoevoleaoe  which  will  ieeueio  like  ultimate  He  it  espoeed  to  corporeal  wealmen  and  to 

happineee  of  the  OMiral  ufliveiso.     And  aa  the  mental  imbecility ;  to  paiUf  eickoeee.  and  di»- 

Almiglity,  in  hie  benevolenloperatione,  praeervee  ease ;  to  the  lose  of  eight,  of  hearing,  and  oC 

the  harmony  of  the  miTorse  by  certain  laws  of  bodily  feelings ;  to  the  decrepitude  of  old  a^ 

order  which  he  has  eetabiishedi  as  is  apparent  and  to  all  thow  lingering  disorders  which  terott* 

in  the  arrangement  of  the  planolary  systemi  and  nate  in  dissolution.    He  is  ahio  eaposed  to  iba 

ia  the  physical  and  moral  economy  of  our  ter-  afflictions  occasioned  by  the  Ums  of  friends  mad 

reetrial  sphere ;  so  it  is  the  duty  of  maoi  in  all  relatives ;  to  dejection  of  mind,  to  remorse  oC 

the  movements  to  which  lore  impels  him,  to  imi-  conscience,  to  doubt,  despondency,  and  despair  , 

tate  his  Creator  in  this  respect,  and  to  employ  the  and  to  a  long  train  of  anxieties,  vesatioas,  p«r- 

intellecUial  faculties  with  which  he  is  endued,  for  plexities,  and  troubles  of  mriooik  kinds.     Nvw, 

regulating  the  exercise  of  the  benevolent  prin«  in  reference  to  the  wants  of  mankind,  love,  whesi 

eiple,    for  adapting   and  proportioning  means  genuine  and  ardent,  will  endeavour  lo  supply 


lo  ends,  and  for  discriminating  between  rational  them  wherever  a  de6cieacy  is  known  lo 
and  enthusiastic  schemes  of  exertion ;  so  that  and  in  reference  to  their  calamities  and  sorvowa, 
order  may  (aeilitaie  his  movemente,  sod  that  the  it  wiQ  use  its  utmost  exertions  to  relieve  asirf 
greatest  sum  of  happiness  may  rMult  from  his  assuage  them,  in  as  far  its  powers  and  ioflu- 
active  endeavours.  ence  can  extend.    In  this  respect,  every  one. 

We  may  now  aUend  more  particularly  lo  the     hoirever  low  his  situation  in  life,  howerer  U« 

practical  oMratioos  of  k»ve,  and  the  objects  to-  mited   the  range  of  his  knowledge,  and  how 

wards  which  it  should  be  directeu.  ever  contracted  the  sphere  of  his  influence  maj 

The  principal  objects  towards  which  our  be*  be,  has  it  ia  his  power,  in  a  greater  or  leas  d«» 

nevolence  should  be  directed  are,  iiUeUigemi  b^  gree,  to  communicate  Uessings  to  his  brethren 

iMg9 ;  and  in  the  sphere  of  action  to  which  we  of  mankind.    He  can  Tisit  the  sick  bed  of  an 

are  at  present  confined,  mm  i^  the  chief  object  afflicted  neighbour ;  he  can  supply  a  cup  of  cold 

whom  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  benefit  by  our  water  to  cool  his  parched  tongiie ;  be  can  wipe 

benevolent  exertions.  Our  benevolent  affections,  the  sweat  from  his  forehead ;  he  can  suKWth  hta 

indeed,  ought  to  expand  towards  all  the  holy  pillow ;  he  can  torn  him  round  on  his  bed  d 

intelligences  of  whidi  we  have  any  intimation ;  languiahiag,  that  he  naay  eiyoy  a  more  comfOTt- 

and,  in  another  stage  of  our  existence,  we  may  able  repose;  and  he  can  durar  him  with  thooe 

have  aa  opportunity  of  mingling  with  other  or-  expressions  of  tenderness  and  afliection,  wkicb 

ders  of  intellectual  beings,  and  of  co^>perating  have  a  tendency  above  aD  other  acts  of  kindnwaa 

with  them  in  diffusing  happiness  throughout  the  to  sooth  and  revive  the  downcast  spirit.    He 

aniverae ;  but  while  we  continue  in  this  sublu-  can  assist  his  neighbour  by  hu  strength,  or  by 

nary  region,  the  improvement  and  happiness  of  his  skill,  by  his  counsel  and  advice,  and  by  tak* 

our  fellow-men  is  thechief  object  to  which  our  iag  a  livdy  interest  ia  his  concerns;  hie  can 

exertions  must  necessarily  be  confined ;  and  when  promote  his  joy  by  rejoicing  in  his  prosperity  and 

we  view  the  present  slate  of  the  moral  world  in  success,  by  assisting  him  in  his  employment,  by 

all  nations  and  climates,  we  behold  a  field  of  ex"  rescuing  him  from  danger,  Y^  forgiving  the  in* 

ertion  sufficiently  ample  to  employ  all  the  enef-  juries  ho  may  have  received,  by  adcnowledging 

gies  of  benevolence  that  have  ever  yet  been  dia-  the  worth  of  the  skill,  virtues,  and  endownacnia 

played,  or  perhaps  ever  will  be  dieplayed  during  of  which  he  is  possessed,  and  by  listening  wiik 

the  existing  economy  of  our  world.  patienoe  and  oomplacenqr  to  his  seotimenta, 

Man  may  be  considered  in  two  points  of  view  :  complaints,  or  grievances.    He  can  even  peo- 

as  possessed  of  a  bo^,  which  is  susceptible  of  mote  the  happiness  of  his  neighbour  in  ans^atis* 

agreeable  or  disagreeable  sensations  and  feel-  way,  by  not  injuring  him  in  hu  character  or  re- 

ings ;  and,  as  endued  with  a  wiindf  or  spiritual  putation ;  by  not  standing  in  the  wayof  bbpcca* 

prmciple   which  is  capable  of  perpetiial   ia-  parity  or  advancement ;  by  not  thwarting  him 

provement  in  knowledge  and  virtue,  and  which  in  his  schemes  and  enterprises  ;   by  not  inter* 

is  destined  an  endless  existence.    In  both  these  rupting  him  in  hie  innocent  amusements ;   and 

respecti,  bve  will  exert  its  powers  in  meliorate  by  refraining  firom  every  thing  that  would  toad 

tag  the  condition  and  promoting  the  enjoyments  imaeceesarily  to  injure  him  in  his  trade  or  pr»« 

of  mankind.    In  regvd  to  his  eoiyersoi  ^yiten,  fossion.    Such  fi'iendly  atteotiona  lo  pronoCn 

man    has  various  wantt,  which  require  to  be  the  comfort  of  his  feUow^men,  every  one  has  it. 

supplied,  and  he  is  subjected  to  various  muffir^  in  his  power  to  bestow :  and  upon  such  app»- 

mgt  which  require  to  be  soothed  and  allevi-  rently  trivial  actions  the  happiness  of  mankina 

ated.    He  stands  in  neetd  of  food,  raiment,  shel-  ia  genend  mote  immediately  depends,  than  om 

ter  firom    the  blasts  of  the  tempests,  comfort-  many  of  those  legislative  arrangements  whial^ 

able  lodging  and  aeoonunodation,  light  to  cheer  arrest  the  attention  of  a  whole  empire.    VW» 

and  ssJUa  bin  to  proseeote  his  employiaents,  were  they  univeraaUypeiforawd,  the  greaiarpni*. 
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W  ihe  BMberiai  whkh  ■fflid  bomuiity  would  fieenec.  In  ihoit,  the  whole  naehiBcrf  of  natint 

Anppotf  from  Iho  world.  aod  art,  ofraindaDdaMtter,  of  religioDaiid  litem* 

Bat,  in  ctsee  where  a  hi(h  degree  of  intel-  lure,  of  icieiioe  and  legislatioo,  wouU  be  eel  ii 

lectoal  talent,  of  wealth,  and  of  influence  is  poe-  motion  to  promote  the  external  enjoyments  of 

aemed,  lore  ie  enabled  to  take  a  wider  range  in  mankind,  were  lore  a  predominant  principle  in 

its   beneficent  operations,  by  endeavouring  to  human  eocie^.    CotCagee  on  oonmodious  and 

eoimleraet  public  evils,  and  to  promote  rational  healthy  plans  would  be  reared  for  the  indostri* 

echemes  of  general  philanthropy.     When  we  ous  poor;  etreets  would  be  formed  ind  gardens 

take  a  surrey  of  the  condition  of  the  great  mass  allotted  them  for  their  pleasure  and  aecommo- 

of  the  k>wer  orden  of  sodety,  we  And  them  1»>  dation ;  public  manuiacloriee  wouk)  be  arranged 

bouriog  under  many  physical  evils  and  inoonve*  and  regulated  in  euch  a  manner  as  to  contribule 

nienoee,  which  have  a  tendency  to  injure  their  to  health,  to  comfort,  and  to  rational  iroprove- 

health  and  their  oomfort,  and  to  obstnict  their  ment  ;*  tlw  chiMren  of  the  poor  wooU  be  fed 

moral  and  intelleetoal  improvement.    In  their  and  clothed,  and  trained  op  to  habits  of  industiy 

nrivate  habitatioBS,  we  find  multitudes  of  them  and  virtue ;  empk)yment  wouU  be  provided  for 

leeiding  in  places  where  they  are  almost  depnv-  all  classes  of  laboorsrsand  mechanks,  and  sob* 

edoflight  andof  poreair,  and  surrounded  with  '  sistence  fiimished  when  empk)ym«nt  couUnot 

oosious  effluvia,  putrid  smeUe,  and  every  thing  be  procured  ;  idleness  wouM  be  universally  di*- 

that  is  insahibrious  and  oflTensive  to  the  sensee.  eonraged,  and  honourable  industry  wouM  be  re- 

We  find  wnole  (kmiliee  packed  into  a  narrow  warded  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford  not  only  the 

apartment  of  twelve  foot  square,  m  a  narrow  lane,  comforts,  but  even  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life ; 

where  the  rayaof  the  sun  never  penetrate,  where  shivery  in  every  shape,  with  all  its  injustice  and 

the  refireehing  breece  is  sekkmi  folt,  and  where  cmeltiee,  wouki  beaboliebed,  and  rational  liberty 

the   beauties  of  nature  are  never  behekl.    In  wouU  he  proclaimed  among  all  ranks  and  in 

publie  manofoctoriee  we  find  hundreds  of  men,  every  dime. 

women,  and  chikiren,  with  pale  fkeesand  ema  Thus  the  man  in  whose  heart  love  presides, 
eiaied  kMks,  breathinc  a  polluted  atmoephere  takes  a  lively  and  sincere  intereet  in  every  thing 
half^isoned  with  deleterious  fumes,  steam,  that  has  a  tendencnr  to  promote  the  external  com* 
smoke,  or  noxious  gases.  In  large  cities,  we  fort  and  weifore  of  his  neighbour.  He  is  com* 
find  numbers  of  children,  through  the  carelese*  pamionste  and  merciful,  gentle  and  indolcent, 
ness  and  unprincipled  disposition  of  their  pa-  kind  and  tender-hearted,  generous  and  humane ; 
rsnts,  left  to  waUow  in  filth  and  wretchedness,  he  foels  for  the  sorrows  of  suffering  humanity, 
without  even  rags  to  cover  their  nakedness,  and  and  his  wealth  and  activity  are  directed  to  re- 
encouraged  in  the  haibiu  of  pilfering,  and  of  every  lieve  the  dietreeses  of  the  poor  and  the  afflicted, 
other  vice  which  can  debase  their  minds  and  to  food  the  hungry,  to  ck>the  the  naked,  to  pro- 
render  them  pests  to  soeiecy;  and  we  behoU  tect  the  wWiow  and  the  orphan,  to  encourage 
others  doomed  U>  the  degrading  employment  of  honest  industry,  to  meliorate  the  conditbn  of  the 
ohimn^-eweeping,  deprived  of  ihe  attemions  ascftil  mechanic,  and  to  increase  and  extend  his 
which  flow  from  the  tender  affection  of  parents,  comforts  and  eigoymeats.  Of  such  a  one  it  may 
and  sub|eeted  to  the  hanh  treatment  of  unfeel-  be  said,  in  the  language  of  Job,  **  He  is  eyes  te 
mff  masters .  We  behoM  multitudes  of  human  the  blind,  feet  to  the  lame,  and  a  fether  to  the  poor, 
bemgs  torn  from  their  lamilies  and  their  native  When  the  ear  hears  him,  then  it  blesses  him, 
land,  cooped  up  in  an  infernal  floating  don-  and  when  the  eyes  sees  him,  it  gives  wimem  to 
geon,  carfied  to  a  foreign  hmd,  soM  like  cattle  him ;  becauee  be  delivers  the  poor  that  cries, 
to  sn  avaricious  planter,  and  hekl  in  the  chains  and  the  fatherldks,  and  him  that  hath  none  to  help 
of  perpetual  slavery.    In  refmenoe  to  all  these 

and  similar  evils  which  exist  in  human  society,  ^              ,.  «       ^  .^  i— !««-•«  «v-.«  .-^^  -• 

,          ..1       ^  •>                    %!.     <       II    •  .  *Some  miur  be  disposed  to  insinuate,  that  soen  at* 

love  will  exert  its  energies,  either  to  allevMte  or  tempti  wooS  be  aHbgcSer  vUionarr,  and  eould  ne- 

to  remove  them.    It  wiU  induce  one  indivklual  rw  be  reallxed.    Bat  I  wouM  ask  such  personi^ 

tA  SnvMiiflftiA  thtAw  CAUM^  to  Boiiit  iMit  ih«  nra.  Bave  rach  Schemes  ever  been  attemiiled  to  be  res  Ha- 

to  mveetigme  tbeir  causes,  to  pmnt  out  the  pro-  ^  ^n  an  exienilve  Kale  T  Has  the  promotion  of  the 

per  means  of  remedy,  and  to  puUieh  to  the  worU  health  and  comfort  of  ihe  Indostrlons  poor  ever  ba- 
the result  of  his  deliberatione  and  reeearches.  cmneapm^tieuiarMfMqfaaetMon 
It  .ni  tn<i.M*  •■witflMii*  lA  mnttiv  th«  AimojumMiijLM  to  tMU  oC  laok  sod  influence,  and  to  the  whole  class 
ItwiU  induoeanomer  to  apply  the  dieeovertes  ^f  opulent  manufectuten  t   U  it  note  fact,  thai 

of  natural  science  ond  the  mventions  of  art  to  while  the  aooulsitlon  of  wealth  is  made  the  main  ob< 

iIm  ntiraose  of  imorovine  the  ohvsical  oandiLion  i^ct  of  attention,  the  melioration  of  the  condition  ot 

-?  ^^^     u^n^       JVk-  V-.!?^    1  «^  Industrlou*  labourer  and  mechanic  ii  either  alto- 

of  mankind.    It  wi»l  induce  a  third  individual,  gather  overlooked,  or  viewed  as  a  Ttry  subordlnata 

in  eoniunetioa  with  others,  to  form  rational  plans  olOect  of  aiienilon  T  He  is  generally  left  to  ahlft  for 

Ii >!-^  a„j  ,A  «,.«••;•«  ancteriaM  tA  m»»«  blfflsslf  the  bost  WSJ  he  can,  and  left  to  breathe  in  ah 

melioratMB,  and  to  OTgaaise  socieliee  to  carry  ,^p„^  atmospheie  without  any  ooitfailsr  murljlct 

them  into  effect:  and  it  will  impel  others  to  beinf  msde  to  remedy  the  evlL   I  veMore  to  aflim, 

oome  ferwaid  with  their  wealth  and  influence  to  that  were  the  comfort  of  the  tower  <n4ers  of  sodel/ 

M....LU  tk«  wmmm,^  Cw  «Mr*fai«  A«*««mI  am  tiiA  "^ule  ss  pvtlcular  an  ot^^  of  attention  as  is  the 

provide  the  means  iir  carrymg  forward  on  tbe  acquitiuonof  wealth,  every  obetacte  to  tts  ac€0»> 

aitensive  soale  the  plans  of  general  bene-  pUshmemwoukisoonbe 


Tfl  THB  PHILOSOPHT  OF  RELIQION. 


bim.    The  bl«fBiii(  of  bin  Ibat  wm  ntAj  to  ■eaoMof  ctmUob  and pravidcaee,  to4iii|(^ &• 

{Mriaheomet  upon  hion,  sad  bo  MUMi  the  widow's  character  of  God,  and  to  train  up  (he  jeittbli 

heart  toeing  for  joy."  mind  to  glory  and  iiuinortali^. 

BittlbeaetivitieeofbeoeTolaiioearenoCeonfio-        Now,  in  reference  to  the  ipMiiaiioewbi^  pie* 

ed  to  the  ooamunaeaiion  efeensitive  eqjojmenti.  vaile  in  the  world,  hif«  to  nan,  an  an  inielhitfuit 

Man  ie  a  rational  and  imnortal,  ae  well  a«  a  being,  will  eieiie  to  active  endenvoure  in  oidir 

•eneitive  being ;  and  the  operatiotte  of  genuine  to  counteract  its  influence.    It  will  prove  aae^ 

tove  will  have  lor  their  ultinate  object  the  pro-  citenent  to  the  erection  of  eenanariee  of  iaeiraoi 

motion  efhkbeetinlereeliae  a  moral  and  intelleo-  tkm  wherever  they  are  deOcient;  it  wilpatraniM 

lual  agent,  and  aa  an  heir  of  ieunortality .  every  echeme  and  every  exertion  by  wbieh  knoiN 

When  we  consider  nan  as  an  intellectual  be-  ledge  nay  be  increaaed ;  and  will  diffuse  nMittl 

Ing,  etandittf  in  various  important  relatiooa  to  illumination  |a  &r  as  the  sphere  of  its  inflnfUfs 

bis  Qod  and  to  his  fellow-creatures,  we  behold  extends.    It  will  not  reel  eatis6ed  with  the  6ni 

numerous  evile  which  require  to  be  reoMdied,  as  cf  inetruction,  without  the  siihetanre ;  with  lbs 

well  as  io  the  cironantaaoee  of  his  physical  con-  elements  of  language,  without  ^  elemeals  d 

dition.    Though  the  hunsan  mind  ie  capable  of  thought ;  with  the  key  ef  knowlodge,  widiont 

vast  expansion,  of  acquiring  an  inmienee  number  knowledge  itself;  but  will  devise  mUonal  pism 

cf  sublime  and  intereeting  ideas,  and  of  enjoying  for  conveying  snteonliel  lufermationi  to  d»  puadi 

the  purest  pleasure  in  contemplating  the  olfects  of  the  young,  eo  as  to  win  their  aflEectionsi  airstf 

which  lie  within  its  range,  yet  it  is  a  melancholy  their  attention,  and  cany  them  fcrwaid  widi 

fact,  that  in  all  ages,  mental  darknees  has  en-  pleasure  in  the  paths  of  improvement.    It  will 

velopedthegreatm^ority  of  our  race;  and  that  not  offer  them  stones  and  aahea  instead  of  hrasd, 

the  grossest  ignorance  of  the  meet  important  but  wflt  spread  before  them  an  inteOeetaal  fiBast, 

(ruths,  accompanied  with  the  meet  degrading  aA>  and  '*  feed  them  with  knowledge  and  imdeislaBiW  1 

fectioos,  still  prevails  among  the  greater  part  of  Ing.**    It  will  not  con6ne  ite  attention  sserdy  Ie 

the  popuhttion  of  every  region  of  tlM  |^obe.    We  the  instruction  of  the  young,  but  will  endeavour, 

need  not  go  to  the  froxen  dimee  of  Lapland  and  by  writing,  by  conversation,  by  lectures,  by  len^ 

Jjabrador,  to  the  filthy  huts  of  the  Greenlander  ing  and  ciredaling  books,  by  estnbluriiing  poUie 

and  the  Esquimaux,  to  the  rude  eavages  of  Ulnries,  and  by  organising  rational  and  scientific 

Noolka  Sotmd,  to  the  degraded  tribes  of  New-  institutions,  to  diffuse  the  rays  ofinteBectual  li^ 

Holland  and  Van  Dieman's  Land,  to  the  wikl  among  men  of  all  agee,  ranks,  and  profemiom; 

and  wretdied  Boehemen  and  Oaflres,  or  to  the  and  will  never  cease  its  exertions  till  ignoraaos, 

swarthy  sons  of  Central  Africa,  in  order  to  he  with  all  its  degrading  accompaniments,  be  bap 

nonvinoed  of  this  Umentable  truth.    We  need  nished  from  society,  and  till  the  light  cTtraih  iS^ 

only  to  k>ok  around  us  among  the  various  ranks  of  minate  the  inhabitants  of  every  laind.     In  a  wori| 

our  own  population,  and  we  shall  not  fail  to  see  it  will  endeavour  to  render  every  brandi  «f 

ignorance,  in  all  its  diTersified  forms,  exerting  its  knowledge  subservient  to  the  ilhnttation  of  the 

malign  induenpe  over  (he  minds  of  men,  acoom-  character  and  the  revelation  of  God,  and  to  the 

panied  with  superstition,  enthusiasm,  bigotry,  preparing  of  mankind  for  the  empioyments  of 

itttiderance,  and  every  grovelling  affection  that  that  nobler  state  of  existence  to  which  they  ars 

can  debase  the  human  mind.    Multitudee  of  the  deetined. 

young,  both  in  the  city  and  in  the  country,  are        Again,  as  man  is  pomemed  of  aa  imaaortal  nai> 

•uff*ered  to  shoot  up  from  infancy  to  manhood,  as  ture,  and  in  his  present  state  of  ein  and  degnda- 

if  they  were  mere  animal  existences,  ignorant  of  tion  is  exposed  to  misery  in  the  future  woikl,  so  it 

(he  character  and  operations  of  God,  of  the  dutiee  is  one  of  the  highest  officee  of  love  to  endeevour 

they  owe  to  their  Creator  and  Io  one  another,  and  to  promote  the  eternal  salvation  ef  mankind.   For 

of  the  eternal  state  of  existence  to  which  they  the  aocompliehment  of  thia  important  object,  al 

are  destined.    Even  in  many  of  those  places  its  activities  are  conosotratedy  and  aU  ite  other 

where  instruction  is  attempted  to  bCconmnmt-  labours  are  rendeied  subservienL    To  it^irofe 

eated,  what  a  pitiful  picture  is  exhibited  of  the  re-  the  physiciJ  condition  of  man  as  a  aensitive  be* 

suits  of  education,  and  of  the  folly  which  attachee  ing,  and  to  enlarge  his  knowledge  as  aa  intelleo* 

itself  to  the  character  of  man!  The  pranonda-  tual,  while  we  overlook  bis  eternal  interests^ 

(ion  of  a  number  of  unmeaning  words,  the  recite  is  to  neglect  one  of  the  meet  importaai  duties  of 

ing  of  passagee  which  the  young  cannot  under-  Christian  philanthropy.    The  aeneitive  e^oy- 

stand,  the  repetition  of  a  few  propositions  in  re-  ments  of  man  are  conducive  to  bis  happiness  eo 

Jgion  to  which  no  ideas  are  attached,  and  the  fongas  they  continue ;  and  '*  knowledge  is  plea* 

easthig  of  a  few  account^  are  considered  as  snf-  sent  to  the  eoul."    But  what  are  all  the  noquisi* 

Scient  to  lead  them  forward  in  the  path  of  know-  tions  and  enjoyments  of  time,  when  compared 

edge  and  virtue ;  and  are  substituted  in  the  place  with  the  concenis  of  eternity  I  and  what  will  they 

of  those  definite  and  kminous  instructions  which  avail,  if  their  poeeessor  be  found  nngmfj^irf  for 

are  requisite  to  expand  the  opening  inteUeet,  to  the  employnwnte  of  an  endless  life !  If  ths  soul 

convey  disUaet  ideas  to  the  mind,  to  lufokl  the  of  nan  be  an  immortal  priadploi  aad  if  the  letsl 
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Juiger  exist!  of  its  being  depmed,  thoiigh  ign<^  and  biiter  uimoeitief  wUcb  have  so  icng  die- 
nuioe  and  guilt,  oThappineei  in  the  future  worldi  traded  the  Christian  church,  which  have  thrown 
BO  words  can  expreee  the  imponanoe  which  an  odium  on  its  character,  and  prevented  the 
ought  to  be  attached  to  thif  "  labour  of  love."  harmonious  interooorte  of  thefbHowen  of  Jesus. 
«  What  will  it  profit  a  man  if  he  shall  gain  the  It  will  make  every  sacrifice  coneistent  with  the 
whole  worid,  and  loeebie  own  soul  ?  or  what  shall  great  objects  of  Christianitj,  and  will  use  everj 
a  num  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul  T'  And  there*  appropriate  mean  to  heal  the  onhappy  divisiona 
(broi  the  man  ».  whose  breant  tnie  benevolence  which  exist  in  the  religious  world,  and  to  pro- 
resides,  win  eonsider  the  demal  happiness  <^his  mote  an  afiectionate  union  of  "  aU  who  love  our 
fi^llow-immortals  as  the  grand  and  ultimate  ob-  Lord  Jesus  in  sincerity ;"  in  order  that  the 
ject  whidi  oaght  aiwayis  to  be  kept  in -view,  churchof  Christ,  may  form  one  compact  harmo- 
and  will  exert  all  his  Acuities,  powers,  and  influ-  nious  body,  in  opposition  to  atheists,  skeptics, 
enoe,  in  order  to  it«i  accomplishment.  He  will  and  the  men  of  the  world,  and  in  order  that 
pot  rest  satisfied  witV  prayers  and  wishes  for  the  every  plan  and  effort  to  diffuM  the  knowledge 
flidvation  of  men ;  be  will  not  wait  for  any  ex-  and  influence  of  the  Christian  religion  may  be 
traiirdinaiy  afflatus  of  the  Divine  Spirit ;  but  carried  more  speedily  and  more  extensively  into 
will  prosecute  with  judgment  and  perseverance  effect, 
thai  course  of  active  du^,  which  has  a  tendency  • 

to  piodoce  the  deaired  effect.  So  far  as  the  With  regard  to  aU  the  other  branches  of  Chria« 
circle  of  hie  influence  extends,  he  will  endeavour  tian  i^orality,  and  to  all  the  virtues  which  can 
to  tnstroct  the  ignorant,  to  arouse  the  careless,  adorn  the  human  character,  in  every  station  and 
to  reclaim  the  dusipated,  to  convince  the  skeptic,  relation  in  life,  they  will  be  found  to  flow  from 
to  train  up  the  young  in  the  knowledge  of  Qod  the  exercise  of  the  principle  I  have  now  been 
■nd  in  the  paths  of  virtue,  and  to  encourage  and  illustrating,  as  naluraily  as  the  sap  flows  from 
animate  every  one  who  is  inquiring  the  way  to  the  trunk  of  the  remotest  ramifications  of  a  treci 
eternal  lift.  He  wilt  exhibit  religion  in  its  mnet  or  as  the  gas  which  now  illuminates  our  street! 
amiable,  and  attractive,  and  sublime  aspects ;  and  churches  flows  fixmi  the  main  gasometer, 
and  will  endeavour  to  fix  the  attention  on  the  through  hundreds  of  pipes,  to  all  the  different 
lovely  tempers,  and  the  beneficial  effects  which  burners.  Sincerity  siiid  veracity  in  our  words 
the  Observance  of  its  precepts  has  a  tendency  to  and  actions,  honesty  and  fair  dealing  in  trade 
produce.  He  will  not  make  it  his  chief  object  to  and  commerce,  fidelity  to  compacts  and  engage- 
convert  men  to  the  belief  of  certain  metaphysical  meats,  a  regard  to  pikdic  liberty,  an  equitable 
dogmas  in  religion,  nor  to  gain  them  over  to  em-  administration  of  Justice,  condescension  and 
brace  the  peculiarities  ofa  party;  but  to  produce  in  kindness  to  inferiors,  reverence  and  respect  to 
their  minds  a  cordial  acquiescence  in  the  plan  of  tuperiors,  submission  to  just  laws  and  regular 
■alvatioa  which  the  Gospel  exhibits,  a  reverence  tions,  fi-iendahip,  and  a  cordial  interchange  of 
of  the  divine  character  and  perfoctioos,a  desire  fi-iendly  sentiments  and  affections ;  courtesy,  ci- 
te cultivate  holy  tempers,  and  a  fixed  determina-  vility,  affability,  harmony,  and  eood  peigbour* 
tion  to  walkin  the  paths  of  God^s  commandments,  hood;  modesty,  chastity,  and  discretion;  for> 

Sudi  a  character  will  give  every  due  encou-  givenees  of  injuries,  hoepitaliiy  to  strangers, 
rageraent  by  bis  advice  and  by  his  wealtli  to  humanity  to  servants  and  dependanta,  compassion 
Christiaii  cbrehea,  and  to  fairtiful  and  intelli*  to  the  distressed ;  parental,  filial,  and  fittternal 
gent  ministers  of  religion.  He  will  patronize  affection,  sympathy,  generosity,  temperance, 
every  rational  scheme  which  has  for  its  object  to  and  fortitude,  together  with  all  the  other  social 
propagate  the  Gospel  of  peace  umong  all  nations,  virtues  which  unite  man  to  roan,  will  as  naturally 
He  will  encourage  t&e  translation  of  the  Scriptures  flow  from  the  fountam  of  love,  when  it  exista 
into  the  languages  of  all  kindreds  and  tribes ;  he  in  the  human  breast,  as  water  flows  firom  a 
win  give  coonlenance  to  societies  formed  for  cin-  reservoir,  through  all  the  pipes  which  distribute 
onlatiag  the  Bible  in  foreign  lands ;  and  he  will  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  large  city.  For  he 
assist  in  sending  forth  intelligent  and  philanthro-  who  withhokls  the  exercise  of  such  virtues,  or 
pic  missionaries  to  barbarous  and  unenlightened  acts  in  direct  opposition  to  them,  can  never  be 
tribes,  for  theporpoee  of  diffusing  the  blessings  supposed  to  be  sincerely  attached  to  his  follow- 
of  knowledge,  civilization,  and  religion ;  and  he  creatures,  or  to  consult  their  happiness ;  and 
will  rejoice  to  co-operate  in  such  benevolent  the  meaning  of  language  nwst  be  inverted  he- 
schemes  with  all  who  sincerdy  wish  to  promote  fore  we  can  apply  to  him  the  epithet  bengvoUnt ; 
the  beet  interests  of  their  feHow  men,  by  what-  and  the  order  of  the  moral  system  deranged, 
ever  name  they  are  distinguished,  and  to  what-  before  we  can  expect  hairiness  to  flow  Iromsuch 
ever  section  of  the  Christian  church  they  may  a  conduct, 
belong.  Tha  cardinal  virtues  have  been  arranged. by 

In  short,  love,  when  genuine  and  ardent,  will  some  moralists  under  the  heads  of  PndencB 

set  itself  in  opposition  to  every  species  of  bigotry  Temptnnot,  Jbrfitade,  and  JmtHm.    PrudutM 

and  iotoleranoe,  and  to  all  those  petty  jealousies  oonsists  in  judging  vhat  ii  bast,  in  the  choint 
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both  of  emli  tm!  moanti  particuUrly  in  Mfcraiioo  comfort  and  the  moral  and  rdi^iout 

(oourownintereata,and  to  the  good  or  evil  which  meat  of  all  aromd  him.    He  ^HU  diapiay  iIm 

maj  result  from  our  choice.  Temperance  is  that  activiiiesofthis  hdy  aflectioo  more  iraaiediaiclj 

virtue  which  moderates  and  restrains  tbeaensual  in  the  &m9y  in  which  he  resides,  m  a  fi-ieiMl,  a 

appetites,    ^brtite^  is  that  calm  and  steadj  &ther,  a  husband,  a  son,  or  a  brother ;  peHbrna- 

habit  of  the  mind  which  either  enables  us  bravely  ing  with  punctuality  all  the  dotina  wfaocb  such 

10  encounter  the  prospect  of  ill,  or  renders  us  r^ions  indude ;   promoting  unity,  harmonj, 

■ereno  and  invincible  under  its  immediate  pres-  afTection,  and   a  reciprocal  interefaaoge  of  all 

sore.    JutUee  is  that  virtue  which  impels  us  to  those  offices  of  kindness,  which  tend  to  secnra 

give  to  every  person  what  is  his  due.    Now,  mutual  cooddenoe,  pleasure,  and  improvement. 

it  oouli  easily  be  shown,  that  love  is  the  impel-  Prom  the  family,  his  affections  win  be  diflbstti 

ling  principle  wbid)  excites  to  the  exercise  of  to  the  neighbourhood  around,  in  afi  the  Ibrma  of 

all  these  virtues.    It  will  lead  us  to  pay  a  due  kindness,  compassion,  faithfulness,  forgiveness, 

rsgard  to  our  own  comfort  and  interest,  but  not  charity,  generosity,  husoSnity,  and  justice.    Ho 

to  as  to  interfere  with  the  interests  or  to  obstruct  will  contemplate  every  member  of  society  aa  a 

the  happiness  of  others.    It  will  teach  us  to  pre-  kinsman  and  a  brother ;  he  will  feel  a  fra.terval 

serve  tlie  dominioo  of  the  soul  over  sense  and  attachment ;  be  will  delight  in  hb  snooeas  aad 

passion,  and  to^  restrain  tbe  influence  of  the  sen-  prosperity,  and  will  endeavour  to  encourage  the 

sual  appetites,  from  considerations  drawn  from  sociid  virtues,  and  to  multiply  the  sources  of 

our  own  happiness,  and  from  the  good  ofiolhers.  enjoyment  whereverhis  Influence  extends.  From 

PoTf  as  intemperance  kindles  the  fire  of  resent-  the  circle  of  his  immediate  neighbourhood,  his 

ment  and  the  flames  of  lust,  excites  to  boisterous  affections  will  extend  over  alt  the  nation  to 

words  and  to  lawless  actions,  wastes  the  sub-  which  he  belongs.    Irs  prosperity  and  advance- 


stance  and  reduces  families  to  wretchedness  ment  in  arts,  sciences,  and  legisUtion,  its  peace 
and  ruin,  it  must  be  directly  opposed  to  the  prin-  and  franquUIily,  and  the  wisdom  and  rectitude 
ciple  of  benevolence.  It  will  inspire  us  with  a  of  its  rulers,  will  be  the  object  of  his  fervent 
generous  and  heroic  indiflerence  to  the  preca-  prayers  to  the  God  of  heaven.  To  watch  over 
rious  possessions  of  this  mortal  scene,  and  will  its  interests,  to  promote  the  improvement  of  its 
excite  to  activity  and  perseverance  in  promoting  constitution  and  its  laws,  to  expose  the  intrigaea 
human  happiness,  in  the  hot  of  every  difficulty  of  bribery  and  corruption,  to  resist  the  efibns  of 
And  obstruction,  and  in  spite  of  obstinacy  and  tyranny  and  ambition,  and  to  defeat  every  co- 
ingratitude,  and  of  all  the  sneers  and  reproaches  croaohment  on  its  rights  and  liberties,  in  a  manlj 
that  may  be  thrown  out  upon  us  on  account  of  and  Christian  manner,  he  wiU  consid^  as  a 
tbe  singularity  of  our  conduct.  And  as  Justice  duty  which  he  owes  to  his  fellow-subjects,  to  his 
is  nothing  ebe  than  tbe  measiare  ofbenevolenoef  rulers,  and  to  succeeding  generatioas.  It  wiB 
it  will  uniformly  direct  us  to  give  to  every  one  be  his  chief  aim,  not  so  much  to  prevent  mea 
his  due,  and  restrain  us  from  withholding  from  becoming  thieves,  and  robbers,  and  mor^ 
from  our  neighbour  any  thing  to  whidi  he  is  en-  derers,  as  to  make  diem  pious,  virtuous,  and 
titled  by  equity  or  by  law.  And  in  cases  where  useful  members  of  the  genmJ  community  ;  chat 
the  division  of  property  is  ooncemed,  it  will  in  every  one  may  live  "  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life^ 
many  instances  be  induced  to  relinquish  its  in  all  godliness  and  honesty.*' 
right  when  only  a  few  paltry  pounds  or  shillings  Nor  will  his  benevolence  be  confined  within 
are  at  stake,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  dissolv-  the  limits  of  a  narrow-minded  and  selfish  patriot- 
ing  the  bonds  of  aflection  and  friendship.  ism :— his  affections  will  expand  to  surrounding 
The  duties  of  morality  have  by  other  mora-  nations,  and  embrace  the  interests  of  every  peo- 
lists,  particularly  by  the  modems,  been  arranged  pie,  and  will  excite  him  to  co-operate  in  every 
into  ^  dkUee  we  owe  to  Ood,  as  piety,  revere  scheme  by  which  civilixation  and  science,  libiirtj 
ence,  and  confidence;  thedutietweowe  toother  and  Christianity,  may  be  (Mromoted  among  all  tha 
men,  as  fidelity,  byalty,  humanity,  and  justice ;  tribes  and  kindreds  of  the  earth.  He  will  occa- 
and  the  dmtiee  we  owe  to  ocirsBfoef ,  as  chastity,  sbmally  transport  himself  in  imagination  to  dis- 
sobriety,  and  temperance.  From  what  haa  been  tant  climes,  and  to  the  islands  scattered  over  tiia 
already  stated,  both  in  this  and  in  several  of  fiice  of  the  ocean, — and  the  joy  or  sorrow  whidi 
the  preceding  sections,  it  will  obviously  ap-  is  felt  in  the  hut  of  the  Greenlander,  in  the  In- 
pear,  that  all  these  classes  of  duties  necessarily  dian  wigwam,  or  among  the  touts  of  the  Tartars, 
flow  from  theoperation  of  that  primary,  diffusive,  will  find  access  to  his  feeling  heart.  An  in- 
and  ever  active  principle,  which  resides- origin-  undation,  an  earthquake,  the  eruption  of  a  vol* 
ally  in  the  Btemal  Mind,  and  which  pervades  cano,  a  destroying  pestilence,  or  the  horrors  (^ 
the  minds  of  aU  holy  intelligences.  war,  happenfaig  In  Persia,  China,  or  Japan, 


Finally,  The  man  who  is  animated  by  the  ftoble  not  be  viewed  with  apathy  or  indifierenee,  bs» 

principle  of  benevolence,  wiS  endeavour  to  dis-  cause  those  countries  are  pkoed  thousands  of 

charge  with  fidelity  cveiy  social  and  relative  miles  beyond  tbe  boundaries  of  his  own ;  bat  hn 

duty,  and  will  feel  an  tetaratt  in  the  domsstie  will  sympathise  in  the  sorrows  of  those  dSstu* 
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wfienvt,  •■  well  ai  in  tb«  calamUiet  which  befiiQ  eihictl  science,  or  to  perplnz  the  mind  with  la* 
nia  breihren  in  hii  natiTe  Und.  Nor  will  his  af-  boured  disquisitions  on  the  principles  of  nxHub« 
lections  be  confined  to  the  men  of  the  present  The  general  path  of  duty  is  plain  to  every  one 
age,  but  win  stretch  forward  to  embrace  the  who  is  inclined  lo  walk  in  it ;  and  whoever  wiabea 
sons  and  daughters  of  future  limes,  who  are  dee*  to  be  assisted  and  directed  in  his  progress  to- 
tiaed  to  appear  on  the  theatre  of  this  world,  in  wards  moral  perfection,  will  find,  in  the  Pro* 
successive  generations,  till  time  shall  be  no  .  verbs  of  Solomon',  the  sermons  of  Jesus  Christ| 
longer.  The  plans  which  he  now  forms,  the  and  the  practical  parts  of  the  apostolic  epistlesi 
ground-works  of  the  improvements  which  he  Is  maxims,  and  precepts,  and  motives  inculcated, 
now  esuiblishingi  and  the  diversified  operations  of  infinitely  superior  in  regard  both  to  their  author- 
oenevolenee  in  which  be  is  now  engaged,  will  ity  and  their  excellence,  to  those  of  all  other 
have,  for  thotr  uhimate  object,  the  diffusion  of  the  systems  of  moral  philosophy,  whether  in  ancient 
light  €fscienc»and  of  religion,  and  the  communi-  •  or  in  modem  times.  This  seems  to  be  partly 
cation  of  hairiness,  in  various  forms,  to  unnum-  admitted  even  by  moral  philosophers  themselves, 
bered  multitudes  of  the  human  race,  after  his  The  celebrated  Dr.  Reid,  in  his  *<  Essays  on 
spirit  shall  have  taken  its  flight  beyond  the  the  Active  Powers  of  Man,"  after  a  variety  of 
bounds  of  diis  terrestri^  sphere.  Nor  will  the  cor-  learned  and  abstract  discmsioos  on  active  power, 
rent  of  bis  k>ve  towards  lellow-intelligences  be  and  the  principles  of  human  action,  when 
bounded  by  the  limits  of  time,  ind  the  range  of  treating  on  the  theory  of  morals,  says,  *<  This 
this  sublunary  system,  but  will  run  forward  into  is  an  iniricate  subject,  and  there  have  been 
Ihoee  interminable  ages,  which  shall  succeed  the  various  theories  and  much  oontrorersy  about  it 
dissolution  of  our  globe,  and  will  rise  upward  to  in  ancient  and  in  modem  times.  But  it  has  little 
the  inhabitants  of  those  gkirious  worlds  which  connexion  with  the  knowledge  of  our  duty,  and 
roll  in  the  distant  regions  of  creation.  Contem-  those  who  differ  most  in  the  theory  of  our  moral 
plating  the  diversified  scenes  in  which  he  may  powers,  agree  in  the  practical  rales  of  morals 
hcreaner  be  placed,  and  the  various  orders  of  which  they  dictate.  As  a  man  nuiy  be  a  good 
intellectual  beings  with  which  he  may  mingle,  judge  of  colours,  and  of  the  other  visiUe  auali- 
his  soul  will  be  transported  at  the  prospect  of  en-  ties  of  otgects,  without  any  knowledge  or  the 
tering  upon  a  more  extensive  fieU  for  the  range  anatomy  of  the  eye,  and  of  the  theory  of  vision ; 
of  his  benevolent  affections,  and  of  being  quali-  so  a  man  may  have  a  very  clear  and  oompre* 
fied  to  receive  and  to  oonmunicate  happiness  on  a  hensive  knowledge  of  what  is  ri^t  and  of  what 
more  enlarged  scale,  in  company  with  other  holy  is  wrong  in  human  conduct,  who  never  studied 
intelUgsncesr-wbere  the  field  of  benevolence  the  structure  of  our  moral  powers.  A  good  ear 
will  be  continually  expanding,  and  the  most  ex-  In  music  may  be  mudi  improved  by  attentioa 
qoisite  delight  springing  up  in  his  bosom,  and  and  practice  in  that  art ;  but  very  little  by  study- 
ever  increasing,  as  eternal  ages  are  rolling  .on*  ing  the  anatomy  of  the  ear,  and  the  theory  <jf 

Tims,  it  appears,  that  Benevolence  is  an  ex-  sound.    In  order  to  acquire  a  good  eye,  or  a 

pensive  and  an  ever  active  |winciple,   diffue-  good  ear,  in  the  arts  that  require  them,  the  the- 

ing  happiness  in  its  train  wlMrever  it  extends,  oiy  of  vision,  and  the  theory  of  sound,  are  by  no 

Were  an  extensive  moral  machinery  to  be  set  in  means  necessary,  and  indtMd  of  very  little  use. 

action  by  this  powerful  prmciple,  it  is  impossible  0/aa  UtiU  neeestity  w  vmia  wkat  we  eaU  tht 

to  describe  what  a  variety  of  blessmgs  would  soon  thtory  of.  moraUf  in  ordtr  to  tmproM  our  moral 

be  distributed  among  mankind,  and  what  a  mighty  Judgm0iU.**^Rmit  "  Ontiio  Active  Powtn^ 

change  wduM  be  effected  in  the  social  state  of  Essay  v.  chap.  t. 

human  beings,  and  on  the  whole  aspect  of  die  To  a  man  who  is  femiliar  with  the  Scriptures, 

moral  world.    And  from  what  has  been  alr^dy  and  whose  mind  has  acquired  a  relish  for  the 

stated,  it  is  evident,  that,  although  intellectual  simplicity  and  excellence  of  the  Christian  code 

ulent,  wealth,  and  influence,  have  most  in  their  of  morals,  how  cold,  and  frigid,  and  uninteresting, 

power,  as  the  prime  directors  of  the  moral  ma^  do  the  laboured  disquisitions  of  our  most  cel*- 

chine,— yet  there  is  no  individual  in  whom  thia  brated  ethical  writers  appear!    There  is  little 

principle  resides,  however  limited  his  (acuities,  to  be  found  in  such  writings  to  kindle  the  fire  of 

and  his  sphere  of  action,  but  has  it  in  his  power  holy  bve,  and  to  inspire  the  soul  with  a  noble 

CO  communicaie  happiness  to  his  follow  creatures,  ardour,  in  carrying  forward  the  plan  of  divine 

and  to  become  at  least  a  subordinate  agent  in  pro-  benevolence.     What  powerful  stimnhis  to  ex- 

moting  the  plans  of  universal  benevolence.  alted  virtue  can  be  expected  finom  abstract  dis- 

cuasions  on  active  power,  en  liberty  and  necessity, 

From  what  has  been  stated  above,  and  in  se-  on  theories  of  moral  action,  on  the  reason  and  fii- 

▼oral  of  the  preceding  parts  of  this  work,  we  nels  of  things,  on  setf>love,  on  public  and  private 

nay  leara,  tKat,  in  order  to  acquire  a  knowledge  Interest,  on  the  law  of  honour,  and  the  like ;  and 

ef  our  duty,  and  of  the  motives  which  sbouM  of  how  little  practical  utility  are  the  results  oC 

etimolate  us  to  its  performance,  there  is  no  need  euch  disquisitions ;  since  every  principle  of  ao« 

le  engage  in  the  study  of  vohsninoos  systems  of  tien,  every  motive,  and  every  duty  conducive  le 
26 
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the  hsppiMH  of  tbi  iBldK(cat  fjatan,  M  hid  Their  aportivii 

dewm m theScripOiree, with apliweiiM mad per»  aad  ihe  Might  with whidilhey  eeea  lo 

ipicoitj,  which  ttwda  theai  lerd  loiheiffieiin  cim  their  frcohiee,  iceul^,  that  ihej  mn  the 

■DdenModinf    AmI whet efad «ra eey oftheee  eljecle  of  the  bemfieepce  cf  their  Aheighiy 

■MsralirtawhotaediM»lhtt««aMMioecj,haMlil7.  though  oahDowa  Bieker.    SethttGod  Mteeky 

Md  fotgieengw  of  iajfiee,**  hebag  to  the  cleee  takee  care  of  ■»•,  hot  of  the  Mne  of  tLe 

cf  vices;*    aMi,  hy  caai^iimacf,  thai  pride,  the  creepiag  iMocte,  aad  the  fewbof 

JmpiudiMce,    aed  ivveage,  are  to  he  ranked  far  "aepanow  raaaot  61  to  the  gnatod 

aaoif  the  eirtoM  f    Soeh  Tirtoe,  alee !  hea  loo  oa<  hie  prerideatSal  periaieiiwi. 

ha^preraiiedia  oar  degenerate  woHd;  hi  were  Thii  henevoleat  care  of  the  Creaior,  which 

UaoivereyiytoprevailYitwoaUtnMdfaraicm*  eiteade  to  the  loweet  aider  of  hijcreaturee.  ia- 

tioa  into  a  cheoeyaad  haairiihap|nBeee  freoi the  airacte  ui,  that  our  haBeeeieBce  abo  ohoakl  be 

■aiierae.  What  heawfiriil  practical  eOectshave  displajed  towarde  the  hderior  raahst/  seaeiljre 

ever  jet  been  praduoed  by  al  the  eraieairorethkB  eziateaee— <hat  weehoahi  aotoaljafaaiaia  froai 

which  have  hitherto  been  piddidied  to  the  worU?  veiiag,aad  toituiing,  and  anaecBeeafily  depriv- 

LeCwkiakbeckoalheaatioMofaotiiittity,  <m  kg  thev of  enstenoe ;  hotahooU  ewleavonr  to 


the  aehoob  of  Phto,  Socralee,  Epiounie,  aad     proiaoto  their  rnaifcrt.  and  enjoyawsu     It  was 
Zeao;  lei  m  aorvej  the  conduel  of  onr  eBodera    the  ol^  ofaeveral  of  the  laws  delivered  to  the 


dteptacai  phihieiiphere,  aad  the  practices  of  oar    Jews,  to  ineakatr  coiapaasina  and 

yooihs  wlw  atteod  tuuises  of  ethical  lectoree  ia     towards  their  doBMStic  miswih :  aod  Solossoa 


aadacadeauee,aDdeay,  whether    hye  it  down  as  a  soral  toanai,  thai  **  the  ri^- 
the  general  dcpravi^  of  huana  nature  haa  been    eoos  eaan  ragardeth  the  life  of  his 


couMeiacled,  and  a  spirit  of  ooiversel  benevo>  ncvolcnee  wiO  display  iteeU^  ia  the 
lenoe  has  beeo  cherislied  and  proasoted  by  eoch 

UMtroelioBe.    I  veniora  to  affirm,  thai  we  are  tare  thai  ie  endowed  with  feeliag  and 

fer  toora  iodchied  to  oar  Savioor^s  sennon  on  hot  it  cannat  be  sopposed  to  have  a 

and  to  the  practical  writing  of  the  influence  over  that  nsaa  who  can  wamonly  lor* 


apoetle  Pfeul,  fer  that  portion  of  seoraliiy  which  tureapoor  fly,  heh  aleebk  oh!  horee,  wound  a 
haa  given  a  p Jish  to  the  nnuuikn  of  modem  bird  or  a  hare  lor  mere  eport,  twirl  a  rorhchdifr 
•odeiy,tha&  to  all  the  systonsi  of  ethics,  detached  on  a  crooked  pin,  or  even  intentionally  trample 
from  Uhristisnity, which  have  ever  been  published  imder  loot  a  snail  or  a  worn,  that  ie  doing  him 
by  the  philueophers  either  of  Greece  or  Rome,  no  injury.  The  benevoleal  nsan  rejoices  in  the 
or  of  the  British  empire :  and  that  it  is  only  happiaeM ofal  creation  arannd  him;  and,  were 
by  fclkNving  out  the  inetnictions  of  theee  divine  this  di^Moition  onirocsaly  prevalent,  not  only 
teachers  that  we  can  expect  to  eee  the  wodd  shoaU  we  eee  cock-fi|^tiDg,  dog-fighting,  boll- 
regenerated,  and  vice  and  iniquity  banished  from  baiting,  and  other  cnid  and  degrnding  sports 
onr  streets.  ibr  ever  abolished,  hot  sboaU  ferm  a  nmre  de- 

In  throwing  out  the  preeedmg  hints,  I  have  lightftil  intercourse  erith  many  of  the  lower  ani- 
coiifined  mj  attention  diiefly  to  the  iailelligent  nmls  than  we    have  ever  yet  enjoyed.— The 
creation.    Am  it  is  evident,  that  where  a  prin-  Arabians  never  beat  their  horses ;  they  never 
ciple  of  genaine  lore  sctuatcs  the  mind,  it  will  cut  their  taib ;  they  treat  them  gent^ ;  they 
ei^end  its  benevolent  regarda  even  to' the  bwer  epeak  to  them,  and  aeem  1o  hoU  a  discomse; 
ordera  of  animsted  etisainrf     Towarde  them  they  use  them  as  friends ;  they  never  attempt 
the  Creator  has  diipbyed  hu  benerolenee,  as  to  increase  ibeir  epeed  fay  the  whip,  nor  spar 
wen  as  towards  man.    He  has  framed  their  bo-  them  but  ia  cases  of  great  necemity .  They  never 
dies  in  as  curious  and  admirabb  a  manner,  as  fix  them  to  a  stake  in  the  fieUs,  but  sttflf»r  them 
the  bodiee  of  nmnkind.    He  has  bestowed  upon  to  pasture  at  large  arooad  their  habitatioaB;  and 
them  organs  of  sensation  exactly  adapted  to  the  they  come  runniag  the  BsonMOt  they  heer  the 
situatione  they  occupy,  and  to  their  various  modes  sound  of  theirnmster*s  Toioe.    In  consequence 
of  eidisisteoGa.    He  has  formed  them  with  in-  of  such  treaimeni,  theee  aninmb  beoooM  docib 
stinets  which  suable  them  to  consiniet  their  habi-  and  tractable  in  the  highest  degree.    They  ro- 
tations, to  select  their  food,  to  protect  tbemselvee  sort  at  night  to  Ihdlr  tents, and  Ibdownmihe 
from  danger,  and  to  cbooee  the  fittest  places  Ibr  midst  of  the  chiUren,  withoat  ever  hartiag  them 
bringing  forth  their  young.    He  has  provided,  b  the  siighteet  degree.  Thelittle  boys  and  girb 
in  the  diflerent  depanmentt  of  natare,  all  that  are  often  eeen  upon  the  body  orthe  neck  of  the 
variety  of  food  which  u  requisite  to  supply  the  mare,  while  the  bessis  oontinne  UMflensive  end 
wants  of  the  whob  of  that  inrnieaee  assemblage  hamdoM,  permitting  them  to  pby  with  and 
ofUvmgbeuiffi  which  traverre  the  air,  the  waters,  caress  them  without  mjory^— Several  speciea 
and  the  earth.    «  Theee  all  wait  upon  Hun,  of  birds  hare  a  natural  attnchmenttothe  habiift- 
aad  he  giveib  them  their  smat  in  due  season."  Cions  of  msn ;  but  bb  mabvoMnce  orevento 

'  Tills  sf  nllmwt  Is  tsngkt  fcy  ^r  ^"Trntn.  *"^  Mt  i1>mii  from  entering  into  any  intismto  and  friendly 

foUowen.  asrxiatioa ;  for  they  seem  to  be  fldly  aware  of 
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lib  gim,  md  flMrw,  tad  other  vti  of  destrao- 
lion,  whieh  owke  them  ibj,  even  in  cases  of  ne- 
cessity, of  trusting  theoiselves  to  his  generosity 
nnd  proteetion.  How  OHwy  amusiiig  and  in- 
•tructife  associations  might  be  formed  with  this 
class  afaniswls,  if  the  kindness  and  benerolenoe 
of  man  wars  to  secure  their  ooofidenoe !  Efon 
the  beasts  of  the  forest,  the  elephant,  the  lion, 
and  the  tiflM*}*  have  had  their  feivcioas  disposi- 
tions  somned  by  kandaess  and  attentaon,  and 
hafe  bseonw  the  proleotorB  and  the  friends  of 


Althougli  the  kiwer  animals  aeem  to  be  inca- 
pable of  making  improTenwnts  when  left  to  them- 
selves, yet  eiperience  has  proved,  that,  under 
the  tuition  cf  man,  they  are  capable  of  making 
considerable  advancement  in  knowledge,  and  in 
the  OKercaw  of  the  benevolent  affections.  Kind* 
neas  and  affection  will  fi'mjuently  soften  the  most 
savage  and  obdurate  dispositions  among  mai^ 
kind ;  and  it  is  not  impn&able,  that  a  ji^ieious 
and  universal  display  cf  friendly  attentions  to- 
wards those  animals  which  oocasiooally  associ- 
ate with  man,  would  go  br  to  counteract  their 
malevolent  propensities,  and  lo  promote  their 
harmony  andaffection.  I  never  was  more  delight- 
ed with  an  eihibition  cf  animals  than  on  a  lite 
•ocasion,  when  1  beheld  aeaf ,  a  hitd,  and  a  movie 
living  in  the  same  cage,  in  the  nMWt  cordial  har- 
amny  and  peace  amet  which denmnstisles  that 
the  strongest  antipathies  of  the  animal  tribes  may 
be  overoonw  by  the  care  and  attentkm  of  man. 
And  as  sneh  an  experiment  couU  net  have 
beenattempted  with  suoceH,  eaoept  when  these 
aniamls  wens  very  young,  it  shows  us  the  im- 
mense importance  of  an  esr/jf  attention  to  the 
training  of  our  youth  in  habits  of  kindness  and 
afiection  towards  each  other,  and  of  humanity 
towards  every  sensitive  being ;  and  (hat  it  ought 
to  be  the  great  care  of  parents,  nurses,  and  ser- 
vants, to  oounteimct  tttejint  appeanmetdCnm^ 
levolent  dispositions  in  very  early  Ide,  however 
trivial  the  circomslancea  in  which  such  dispesi- 
lions  are  manifested. 

The  &mous  Baron  Trsnck,  when  confined  in 
his  dungeon  in  Magdeburg,  had  so  tamed  a 
mouse,  that  it  wouM  play  round  him,  and,  eat 
round  him,  and  eat  from  his  mouth.  When  be 
whistled,  it  would  come  and  jump  upon  his 
■boulder.  After  his  cruel  keepers  had  given 
orders  that  be  should  be  deprived  of  its  society, 
and  had  actually  taken  it  away  blindfolded,  it 
ftiund  its  way  back  again  to  the  door  of  bis  dun- 
goon,  watted  the  how  cf  visitatfam,  when  the  door 
would  be  opened,  and  immediately  testiM  iu 
Joy,  by  its  antic  Isaping  between  his  legs.  This 
lafterwards  carried  off,  and  put  into  a 


tatotr  ajthiuted,  by  the 
keeper  &t  the  animals  In  the  Tower  of  London, 
wiach  demonstmtes,  that  even  the  Hfsrlseainble 
of  being  tamed,  and  roadasid  suiesptiUs  eriUeadl/ 
fesUags  towaids  man. 


cage,  where  it  pined,  rcfuNd  all  mftonaiioe,  and, 
in  a  few  days,  was  found  dead.  "  In  this  small 
animal,**  says  the  Baron,  *'  I  discovered  proofs 
of  inteUigence  too  great  to  easily  gain  belief. 
Were  I  to  write  thran,  sudi  philosphers  as  sop- , 
pose  man  akme  endowed  with  the  power  oC 
thought,  aOowing  nothing  but  what  th^  call  in* 
stinct  in  animals,  woukl  prochiim  me  a  Cabohms 
writer,  and  my  opinions  heterodox  to  what  tlivy 
suppose  sound  phik)sophy."— A  nobleman  \i 
Franoe,  a  Count  Lauxun,  was  condenmed  to  a 
rigid  imprisonnient.  Cut  off  fitMn  all  human 
societv,  and  allowed  no  means  of  diverting  his 
solitude,  he  made  a  companion  of  a  ^pid^,  who 
bad  spun  her  web  in  the  comer  of  his  cell.  He 
at  length  familiarised  her  so  hi,  (hat  she  wooU 
come  upon  his  hand,  and  eat  from  it  a  portion  of 
his  food  which  he  gave  her.  The  jailer,  totally 
devoui  of  feeling,  thought  this  loo  great  an  in- 
dulgence for  the  unfortunate  prnnner,  lad  crush- 
ed the  spkler  to  death. 

Many  such  instances  could  be  brought  forward 
to  illustrate  (he  affeaion  of  the  inferior  tribes, 
and  their  capability  of  improvement.  But  al- 
though they  were  entirely  deatitute  of  mental 
qualities  and  affections,  as  they  are  sensitive  be- 
ings, susceptible  of  pleasure  and  pain,  thetndy 
benevolent  man  will,  never  intentionally  inflict 
upon  then||unnecessary  pain,  and  for  lorn  will 
be  ever  en|oy  a  savage  delight,  like  some  mon- 
sters in  human  diape,  in  beholdingthem  writhing 
under  the  agonies  occasioned  by  haitiarous  treat- 
ment. He  will  feel  a  joy  m  (heir  comfort,  and 
win  endeavour  to  counteract  their  malignant 
proptmsities,  and  to  train  them  up  in  those  ha- 
biu  by  which  they  may  be  rendered  usefiil  to 
man,  and  pleasmg  to  och  other.  Were  such  a 
kind  and  humane  4iisposition  towards  the  kvwer 
aninmls  generally  to  prevail,  we  might  ulti- 
mately expect  the  literal  aocomplislunent  ef 
theee  predictions  recorded  in  ancient  prophecy : 
-^*  In  that  day  win  I  make  a  covenant  for  thorn 
with  the  beasts  ef  the  field,  and  with  (he  fowls 
of  heaven,  and  with  the  creeping  thingi  of  (he 
ground;  and  I  wfll  break  (he  bow  and  the  sword, 
and  the  battle  out  of  the  earth,  and  will  make 
them  to  lie  down  safely."  *<  I  wiU  cause  the 
•vil  beasts  to  cease  out  of  the  land,  and  they 
shall  dwell  safely  in  the  wiMemem,  and  sleep 
m  the  woods.**  ««The  w«lf  sha  dweU  with 
the  lamb:  the  cow  and  the  bear  shall  feed  in 
one  pasture,  and  their  yenng ones  shall  liedown 
together;  the  sucking  child  shall  play  on  the 
hole  of  theasp,and  the  weaned  child  shall  put 
his  hand  on  the  adder's  den.  They  shaU  net 
hurt  nor  destroy  hi  all  my  holy  nMuntam,  saiik 
the  Lord." 

The  remafka  whieh  have  been  staled  in  this 
section,  in  reference  to  the  pnotical  Influence 
ef  the  principle  of  benevolenee,  are  intended 
merely  as  afew  insulated  bants  w  regud  to  sohm 
of  dm  modes  hi  which  it  may  be  made  to  opo- 
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•mw.    To  illuitiate  its  operation  id  detotf,  and  or  the  OD&iling  mem  of  that  atom]  ooriv 

to  t/aoe  its  progmss  in  all  iu  dtvorsified  benr-  bj  which  the  Db<KJi«nce  is  in  some  cum  tm 

iofs  and  raasi6catioiis,  would  be,  to  write  a  Body  pleted.     T%t  di9poti6tom.  Is  ofrgp  ii  ebi  cs)/h(i 

of  Practical  Moralitj,  which  would  611  several  to  a  $ingU  qffecdon  of  the  html,  essihrdbtia* 

Yolumes    a  work  which  is  still  a  desideratum  in  goished  Trom  9A  other  aflectioos,  9}x,km.  Imi 

Cliristian  literature.    I  cannot  conclude   this  saith  St.  Paul,  islfteJi^'IBnif  ^ttstni.  lis 

diapter  more  appropriately  than  with  the  fbl-  humblest  and  roost  ignorant  moral  cmtsm, 

lowii^  eieeUent  passage,  ettracted   from  Dr.  therefore,  are  in  this  manner  effieadoodj  p- 

Dwi^t's  **  System  of  Theology.**  served  from  mistakiitg  their  duty. 

**  The  divine   law  is  wholly  included  in  two        '*  In  the  mean  time,  fAcss  ftns  jrte^d,  lot* 

precepts :     Thou  ahalt  lom  th§  Id/rd  thy  Ood  withstand'mg  their  brevity,  nre  so  ess^rcftcswi 

urith  alt  tkjf  htart;  and  1kg  neighbour  om  O^oe(f,  as  to  include  every  possible  action.    The  iR^ 

These  are  so  tkortf  as  to  be  necessarily  included  angel  is  not  raised  above  fbnir  coatral,  lor  oi 

in  a  very  short  sentroce ;  so  inCsttt^iUs,  as  to  be  any  action  of  his  exceed  that  bound  which  dicy 

understood  by  every  moral  being  ^o  ii  <«pable  prescribe.    Tbe  diild  who  hsa  passed  the  rap 

oToomprebending  the  meaning  of  the  words  God  <^  moral  agency,  is  not  placed  beneath  their  i» 

and  neighbour ;  so  wnbf  rtmtwJbertd  as  to  ren*  sulation :  and  whatever  virtne  he  any  ^"^^ 

der  it  impossible  for  them  to  escape  from  our  is  no  other  than  a  fulfiOingof  their  rsqoinMBi< 

menory,  unless  by  wanton,  criminal  negligence  All  the  duties  which  we  imamdiate^  owe  n 

of  ours ;  and  so  soitfy  tqipHoable  to  every  ease  qf  God,  to  our  felIow>creatures,  and  to  onrielTtfi 

wietal  Mtisfi}  as  not  to  be  mislalten  unless  throu^  are,  by  these  precepts,  alike  ooaprehendedaj' 

indisposition  to  obey.    At  tbe  same  time,  o6e&  required.    In  a  wortf,  endlessly  varied  M  ■"* 

suet  to  them  ie  rendered  perfeelfyobmoue  and  per-  action  may  be,  it  exists  in  no  farm  or  isMM 

fetHly  eaey  to  every  mind  which  is  not  indisposed  in  which  he  who  peifectly  obeys  tkess  pnc^ 

10   obey  then.    The   very  disposition  itself  will  not  have  done  his  doty,  Hid  will  sfll  ^ 

if  iinoera  and  entirei  is  either  entire  obediepoe,  himself  jmiified  and  aecqMad  by  God.* 


CHAPTER  IIL 

OirTBB  MORAL  ULV  AHD  THB  RATIONAL  GROUHDB  OH  WBICB  ITB  PRBCVniK 

PORMEDl 

I]rtbepreeedingcfaapten,IhaveeBde8V0ttred  iUustralioos,  I  shall   endeavour  to  ibo«  Ai 

to  illustrate  the  foundation  of  love  to  G}od>  from  rsosonofrfsmst  of  these  moral  laws  in  rslitiQa  M 

a  consideration  of  hb  attribates,  and  the  rela-  man,  from  a  oonskieration  of  tbe  imscrj  which 

tions  in  which  he  stands  to  his  creatures.    I  wouM  necessarily  result  from  their  wuwwb 

have  also  illustmted  the  rational  grounds  of  love  violation,   and  of  the  happiness  wbicb  wni*<> 

to  our  neighbour,  from  a  oonsideration  of  tbe  flow  from  universal  obedience  to  their  rsqu* 

natural  equality  of  mankind,  of  the  various  rela*  sitions. 

tions  in  which  they  stand  to  one  another,  and  of  These  laws  were  polblished  in  the  vefM.  Miesa 

their  eternal  destination.    The  dismal  conse-  manner,  to  the  assembled  tribes  of  Isrtcl  in  iIm 

qusooee  which  would  result  from  a  total  subver-  wilderness  of  Horeb.    While  Mouit  Siohi  ««i 

■ion  of  these  laws,  the  beneficial  effecu  which  shaking  to  its  centre,  and  smoking  bke  s  fivmcs ; 

wookl  flow  from  their  universal  operation,  their  while  flames  of  fire  were  ascending  fHo  it> 

•pplieaiion  to  the  inhabitants  of  other  workls,  aommit,  and  thick   darkness  surrounding  Hi 

the  dechumtions  of  Scripture  on  this  subject,  base ;  while  thunders  were  rolling  in  doodi 

and  the  various  modes  in  which  benevolence  above,  and  lightnings  flashing  amidst  tbe  ew 

ahould  display  ita  activitiss,  have  also  been  the  rounding  gloom ;  and  while  the  earth  wssqwli' 

■ubject  of  oonsideration.  ing  all  armmd,  aiid  the  voice  of  a  trumpet  traziBi 

The  two  principles  now  illustrsied,  may  be  kwider  and  hxider, — ^ia  the  midst  of  tbissoieas 

considered  ns  two  branches  proceeding  from  the  and  terrific  scene,  G^  spake  the  commtndmeoti 

aame  trunk,  and  spreading  into  diflerent  ramifi-  with  an  audible  articulate  voice,  in  ^^'*''| 

cations.    Tlie  first  Jew  oornnaandments  of  the  ing  of  the  trembling  multitude  assembled  rooM 

moral  law  may  be  viewed  as  flowing  from  the  the  mountain.    A  eonsbination  of  objects  in 

principle  of  Wve   to  God,  and  the  remaining  events  more  awfiil  and  impressive,  ths  !»■>* 

sisr  as  ramifleations  of  tbe  priaeble  of  bsnevo-  mind  can    scarcely  conceive ;  comparedwilM 

•nea,  or  lore  to  nan.    In  tba  following  brisf  which,  tfaa  pretended  pomp  of  Fsgvi  dsiwif 
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Midi  A^ntar  ihikiflf  Olynpiii  with  his  imperial  that  it  is  ofperpetutl  oUigMion  on  t3  the  hihft- 
Mi,  an  hmo,  ridioalous,  and  profiuM ;  siid  ne-  bitanis  of  the  earth— that  it  is  the  rale  ef  aetioa 
?eri  yerhaps,  since  tlie  ooauneoceoieiit  of  time,  to  an^eis  snd  aichantels,  and  to  all  other  moral 
was  saeh  a  striking  scene  presented  to  tiie  view  intelligences,  as  well  as  to  the  human  rac»— 
of  aajr  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  world.  The  and  that  the  most  dreadfiil  consequences  must 
SMSt  aolemo  preparations,  were  made  for  this  ensue  on  all  thoee  who  persist  in  violating  its 
diviao  manifestation ;  the  poopio  ef  Israel  were    righteoos  precepts. 

comsnnded  to  purify  tlicauelTes  from  ever)'        The  proclamation  of  this  law  was  pre&oed 
•  mental  and  corporeal  pollation,  and  strictly  en-    by  these  words,  **  I  am   Jehovah   thy  God,** 

joined  to  keep  within  the  boundaries  marked  out  which  contain  a  ground  and  reason  ibr  our  obe- 
for  them,  and  not  to  rash  within  the  limits  an-  dieoce.  They  oTidently  implv,  that  he  is  the 
signed  to  these  awfial  symbols  of  the  Deity.  An  8eIF>extstelit  and  Eternal  Bemg  who  brought 
assemblage  of  oslestial  beings,  from  another  lbs  vast  universe  into  existence,  who ''garnished 
regioa  ef  creation,  was  present  on  this  occasion,  the  heavens,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
to  peilbrm  important  services,  to  swell  the  gran-  earth,*'  and  peopled  all  worlds  with  their  inha- 
deur  ofthesoenei  and  to  be  witness  of  the  impres*  bitaoia— that  he  has  sovereign  authority  to 
•ive  transactions  of  that  solenm  day.*.  Mosaa  preocribe  a  rule  of  action  to  his  creatures  ihat 
was  appointed  as  a  temporary  mediator  between  he  knows  best  what  bws  are. requisite  to  pro- 
God  and  the  people,  to  oapkin  to  them  in  m«)dsr  serve  the  order  of  his  vast  empire,  and  to  secure 
terms  the  words  of  the  law,  and  the  further  int^  the  happiuees  of  the  intelligent  creatioo— (hat 
f  mations  of  the  divine  will.    Yet  so  terrUde  were    he  b  the  former  of  our  bodies,  the  Father  of 

the  symbols  of  the  present  Deity,  that  even  our  spirits,  and  the  director  of  all  the  movements 
Moses  was  appalled,  and  said,  "  I  ezoeedingly  of  nature  and  providence,  from  whose  unceasing 
learaad  ifuake.**  In  order  that  the  imprsssive  agency  every  joy  proceeds— and  that  sU  his  re* 
words  which  were  uttered  on  that  day  might  not  gulations  and  arrangements  are  cakulated  to 
be  forgotten  in  futnre  generations,  they  were  promote  the  present  and  everlasting  felicity  of 
written  on  taUes  of  slono  widi  the  finger  of  God.  all  rational  agents  that  submit  to  his  authority. — 
They  were  not  simply  d^men  on  a  plane,  like  That  these  laws  are  not  mere  acU  of  Divine 
the  strokes  of  writing  upon  paper,  but  the  ch».  Sovereigptv,  but  ibcmdodon  the  nature  of  things, 
laeters  wore  sngmnsd,  or  cut  out  of  the  solid  and  are  caK»ilated  to  preserve  the  haraiooy  and 
stone,  so  that  th^  eouU  not  be  erased.  They  order  of  the  intelligent  universe,  will  appear 
were  not  written  on  paper  or  parchment,  or  even  from  the  following  illustrations  and  remarks, 
en  wood,  bu^ea  sltne,  wfaiob  is  a  mncfa  more 

durablo  materiaL    ^  Tbs  tables  were  written  tbb  rinsT  ooioiAiiMravT. 

upon  AsA  ikmr  aidm,  on  the  one  side,  and  on 

the  other  were  they  written;  and  the    tables  Thou  tkait  haan n§  tikir go4§ b^n m», 

were  the  work  ef  God,  snd  the  writing  was  the 

writing  of  God,  gmveo  upon  the  iables.**t  This  All  the  oommandmenls,  oieept  the  Ibardi 
was  intended  to  prevent  the  poesibiliiy  of  any  and  fifik,  are  expresssd  in  a  n^folins  form :  But 
thing  being  added  to  the  hiw,  or  taken  from  it.  it  ie  obvious,  that  every  ncgpitive  command  in- 
The  tables  were  tea  in  number,  the  one  contain  dudes  a  requisition  of  the  duty  which  is  opposed 
ing  the  precepts  which  inonlcaie  love  to  God,  to  the  sin  forbidden ;  snd  those  which  are  ^etifins 
and  the  other  eootaining  those  which  enjoin  the  include  a  prohibition  of  the  conduct  which  is 
love  of  our  neighbour.  Those  laws,  thus  en-  opposed  to  the  duly  required.  This  first  cook 
graven  en  the  muet  durable  malorials,  were  do-  mandmeot,  therefbre,  though  expressed  in  the 
posited  in  the  meet  sacred  part  of  the  tabernacle,  negative  form,  must  be  considerad  as  including 
in  the  ark  of  the  cosenant  under  the  mercy-seat. «  a  positive  injunction  to  kwe  God  with  aU  our 
All  the  suiking  circumstaaees,  now  mentioned,  hearts,  to  offer  a  tribute  of  supreme  adoration 
were  evidently  mteaded  to  proclaim  the  Migesty  to  bis  perfections,  and  to  exercise  the  graces  of 
and  Gtandcor  of  the  Supremo  Legislator — the  hope,  gratitude,  submimion,  and  reverenos« 
c«cel«ncy  and  perfection  of  bia  law^-that  it  is  Having  aheady  considered  the  precept  in  this 
the  oiornal  and  unalterable  rale  ef  rectitude        point  of  view,  (pp.  86-^5)  it  is  only  necessay, 

in  this  place,  to  attend  for  a  little,  to  tbencfolws 
'  fltepbea  sajs,  that  the  JOw*  "received  tbe  law     furm  of  the  command.  The  prohibition  contained 

*y  the   diepOSltlon  of  angels.**     OrOtlOS  OllServeS,       s-  ,k:.  „mi««mU   miMt  k*  MMMiHwiMl  mmmmtamA'mm 

on  tM«  pMmge.  that  ttisOrsek  piepoettlon  («S)  "  ™  *T!Pt  T"?       «>J««wr«>  »•  extewJmg 

here  slgnAfies  ainlitit.  and  that  <MMfss  agtkmj  not  only  to  Polytheism,  and  the  varxws  objects 

tSn^rSm^  ^SlV^m^Va^vS^L^ZoM'  *  ^  worship  which  have  prevailed  in  the  heathen 

«  The  Lost  came  ftom  8toal,andvsse  up  tram  Mr  ******  ^^  *«  •^T  ***!  w*»>c*>  >•  *•  o^d**  ^ 

unto  them }  he  shined  fbith  flrom  Mount  Paran,  our  supreme  affection  and  regaid. 

reason,  that  the  Bemg  to  whom  we  aio  ndebted 
t  fixod.  y*»<i  ifi  fi>r  our  ciistenco,  on  wKon  we  ovaiy 
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ilepaml,  wh»  £rict»  the  noreaieiiti  oTiIm  ayMein  idolatrous  worship.    This  wS  appear,  if  «•  erik 

oTiuaura,  v«^  daily  loads  us  with  his  heoefita,  bttt  thesH^testglanee  of  the  objoctsofafdoratiaa 

aod  OQ  whom  our  hopes  of  eternal  felicity  en*  which  hare  prevailed,  and  wliich  stiU  prvvaal  ia 

tirely  depend    should  be  eoieaB|Jatfd  with  the  tfw  pafan  %vorld. 

anst  aidant  afTection  and  gratitude,  regarded  as        At  one  period  of  the  worid,  witf>  dte  tin^e  e>> 

the  most  aioeHenl  and  veneraUe  of  aH  beings,  eeption  of  the  smaD  nation  of  the  Jews,  idolatiy 

aod  recognised  as  the  Supreme  Legislator,  whoee  orerspread  the  free  of  the  wholoearth.  Aod  how 

laws  we  are  hound,  by  every  tie  of  gratitude,  to  numerous  and  degradKag  were  tha  obfects  wluch 

obey.    Wherever  sneb  sentimeats  and  afleetions  the  blinded  nations  adored !    We  are  inlbnnedf 

pervade  the  mind,  they  eonstitote  the  first  prii»*  by  Hesiod,  Varro,  and  other  ancient  aotiiar% 

ciples  of  piety,  the  source  of  all  holy  obedience,  Aat  no  less  diaa  Mr^  Iftsnsaiirf  subordinate  di- 

stnd  the  fiwusdation  of  all  true  happiness.    Were  viaities  were  comprised  within  that  syatem  of 

they  universany  felt,  and  acted  upon  by  huoiaa  idolatiy  which  prevaifed  among  the  Cresba  and 

beings,  the  Moat  Hi^  God,  wouU  be  adored  in  Romans.    They  had  both  ooleetial  aod  terra*, 

every  land,  his  image  wouU  be  impressed  on  trial  deities.    They  assigned  pecidiar  gods  ta 

every  heart,  his  righteous  law  would  never  be  the  fountains,  the  rivers,  the  hiOs,  the  nMmntains» 

violated,  groveUi^  desires  and  aflbctions  would  the  lawns,  the  groves^  the  sea,  sod  avett  lo  fael 

be  eradicated,  and  our  world  would  be  traasibrof  StselC    To  cities,  fi^d|,  housea,  adifieaa,  lam»- 

ed  into  an  abode  of  Iblicitj,  where  joys  sinular  Kes,  gates,  naptial  ebsKbers,  marviagca,  bisihs^ 

to  those  of  aagob  would  sneoeed  to  scenes  of  deaths,  sepulchres,  trees,  aad  gardeas,  they  also 

wretcfaedbem  and  wo.  mrofMriated    distinct    aad    peealiar    deitiaa. 

On  the  other  hand,  where  the  imity  and  the  Their  principal  erhsiial  doitiea  were  Japtter» 

attributes  of  the  diviae  Being  are  not  recognised.  Mars,  Mercury,  ApoUo^  Bacdnis,  Teona,  Jwmv 

and  where  other  objects  are  substiinted  ia  hia  aad  Mineifa    their  tunatrial,  Saturn,  Ceras^ 

place,  the  fbuodations  of  religieo,  and  of  moral  INaaa,  Nepiane,  Cybele,  Praeevpine,  anld  Pluiok 

order  are  completely  subverted,  asid  adooropea*  Their  chief  idel  was  Jupiter,  whom  tiiey  called 

ed  ibr  the  introduction  of  every  abeiinfity,  in^  the  fcdier  of  gods  aad  men ;  aad  nadar  hk  a» 

morality,  and  vile  ahonunation,  that  can  da-  thority,  Neptune  had  the  jwiadictioo  of  the  aea^ 

grade  a  ratioaa!  intelligence.    The  aonanond  Juno,  of  the  air,  Cybele,  of  the  s«A,  nod  Flma^ 

under  oonsidemtion  is  placed  on  the  front  of  the  of  the  rtmbm  Mns.    Instead  of  mirahippii^  die 

Avine  law  as  the  (buadation  of  all  the  other  pro-  Ihrini  and  tmsBortal  Gad,  they  deiM  a  hMC  of 

eepts ;  aad,  therelbre,  wherever  it  is  violated,  or  dmi  men,  called  heroes,  distiagoished  ftr  nothing 

not  recognised,  a  reguUr  obedience  to  the  other  so  modi,  as  for  murder,  adtdtery,  sodeeqr,  raping 

subordbMte  bjunetions  of  religion  is  not,  in  the  cruehy,  drunkennees,  and  all  kinds  ofdehaachery, 

aature  of  things,  to  be  expected.     Were  its  To  such  oeatemptlble  divmitim,  splendid teaaplea 

violation,  ia  our  world,  complete  aad  universal,  weio  erected,'*  adorations  addmsaed,  coolly  afler- 

it  is  impossible  to  say  what  would  be  the  mise-  iags  presented,  aod  ritee  aadoeramoniea  perfefi 

rabte  condiiioa  of  human  beings  in  their  sacia!  •if  subversive  cSvnrj  principle  of  decency  and 

capacity.     To  its  general  violatioa,  may  be  asoraliiy,  aad  degradiag  to  the  reason  and  dm 

traced  all  the  evSs  under  wUeh  bnmaoity  has  character  of  man.— A  ^stern  of  idelatij  of  n 

groaned  in  eveiy  age,  and  all  the  depraved  paa-  mnrilar  kiad,  though  under  a  <Kfleitat  form,  pvn» 

sions,  and  shocking  immoraKties  which   now  vailed  amoag  the  Egyptians,    The  meanest  aad 

disfigure  the  aspect  of  the  moral  worU.  the  most  aoatemptible  olycts    shsep,  eats,  bniia^ 

There  is  nothing  that  appears  more  prominent  dogs,  cows,  stork^  apes,  vultums,  and  ochca 

in  the  Mstory  and  the  character  of  almost  every  birds  of  prey ;  wohros,  and  several  sarta  of  aama^ 

aatioa  under  heaven,  than  an  inrringement  of  this  were  asaked  as  objects  of  adoration.    *<  If  yom 

first  and  fundamental  law  of  the  Creator.    A  go  into  Egypt,"  says  Lodaa, "  yao  will  am 

rational  and  enlightened  nilnd,  on  the  first  con-  Jupiter  with  the  face  of  a  rom^  Mereory  na  n 

sideration  of  this  subject,  would  be  apt  to  sm^  fine  dsf ,  Pan,  is  becosw  a  feat;  another  god  ia 

mise,  that  such  a  law  is  almost  soperfioous  and  J&it,  another  the  crooodilr,  aad  anotliar  iho  n|w>. 

unnecessary.    There  is  such  an  immense  die-  There,  many  shaven  priests  gnvoly  taB  os,  iliat 


proportion  between  a  block  of  maihio,  or  a  ciawl-  the  gods  being  alhiidcyf  dm  vsbeUion  of  the  giamm^ 

ing  reptile,  and  that  Bentg  who  supports  the  assumed  these  shapes."    Each  dty  and  dissricl 

syfrlom  of  universal  nature,  that  it  appears,  at  in  Egypt  eatertaiaed  a  peculiar  devotian   fi» 
first  view,  next  to  impossible,  that  a  reasonable 

beingsbouM  everbecoose  so  atapid  anddegraded,  .,^0  temple  of  JNsna  at  XMssot.  haabeaa  aV 

as  to  substitute  dM  one  fbr  the  other,  and  to  offer  ways  admhed  as  one  of  the  noMesi  piscas  efavdil 


hfe,  power,  and  InteHigenee.     Tel  experience    lumns  oh  marble  si  feet  hlgh7«r  af  wtalck 
teaches  us,  that  there  is  no  disposition  to  which    beautiftUly  carved.     Dtodenis  Blealus  asm 

torn  the  living  €rod,"  and  to  multiply  otjeds  oi    and  tluxty  three  **y*vr>rit1  poimda. 
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aninMi  or  oiher»  •■  Um  olgeet  of  iti  mdon-  politMt  futtioot  of  uitiquitj ;  and  ■ooie  of  their 
lioo.  Tho  citj  of  Lfstopolis  worthipped  *  lion ;  sacred  ritet,  eolemoixed  in  hoooor  of  their  goda, 
the  city  of  Meades,  a  goat ;  Memphie,  the. Apb ;  were  to  bestUI*  and  ihoclrini,  as  to  excite  horror 
and  the  people  at  the  lake  JUjfrUt  adored  the  in  every  aind  poaeeawd  of  the  leaetaente  of  de- 
crocodile.  Thaie  animale  were  mainiained,  ia  eency  and  virtue.  They  gloried  in  ihe  deeolatioa 
m  near  their  lenples,  with  ddicate  neata;  and  deatructioo  of  neighbooriag  naiiona.  Te 
were  bathed,  anointed,  perfiinied,  had  beds  pre-  oonqtier,  and  oppreaa,  and  enslave  their  fellows 
pared  for  them ;  and  when  any  of  them  happen-  men,  and  to  aggrandize  ihemeelvet  by  ■laughter 
ed  to  die,  ■umptuoue  funeKIt  were  prepared  ia  and  rapine,  waa  the  great  object  of  their  ambi- 
honour  of  the  god.  Of  aH  these  animals,  the  tion.  The  law  of  kindness  and  of  univerad 
huU,  J^t  ^'^  ^^  ^*  (^  grealtfsl  veneration,  benevolence  was  trampled  under  foot,  and  even 
Honours  of  an  extraordinary  kind  were  conferred  the  common  dictates  of  humanity,  equity,  and 
an  him  while  he  lived,  and  his  death  gave  rise  justice,  were  set  at  defiance.  But  this  was  not 
to  a  general  moaraing.  all — Idolatry  soon  began  to  instigate  its  votariea 
Such  was  the  abomiaabla  idolatry  that  prevail-  to  the  perpetration  of  the  moat  revoking  and  uo- 
ed  even  among  Che  nsoat  aalightened  nations  of  natural  enceftiss.  Dreadful  tortures  were  in- 
aotiqui^.  Tbsy  changed  the  glory  of  the  inoor-  flicted  on  their  boifies,  to  appease  theu'  offended 
ruptible  Ood  iato  "  the  similitude  of  an  ox  that  deities ;  human  victims,  in  vast  numbers,  were 
aateth  grasa,**  aad  into  imagea  nmde  like  to  cor-  aacrificed,  and  even  their  infants  and  little  chiU 
ruptible  man  and  to  birds,  and  to  four-fiioted  drsn  were  thrown  into  the  flameS|  as  an  offering 
beasts,  and  creeping  thinga.  And  if  the  Egyp-  to  the  idol  which  diey  adored, 
lians,  the  Qreeks,  and  the  Romans,  who  are  The  Mexicans  were  aocustosMd  to  treat  theafi- 
distingoished  Irom  the  rest  of  the  worU  for  their  selves  with  the  nsost  inhuman  austerities,  thhik- 
improvemeirts  ia  literature,  science,  and  the  Sag  that  the  diabolical  rage  of  their  deities 
arts,  had  so  fiir  reaouaeed  their  allegiance  to  the  would  be  appeased  by  human  blood.  "  ft  makes 
<3od  of  heavea,  we  may  rest  assu^  that  the  one  shudder,**  says  Clavigero, "  to  read  the  au^ 
Burroundiag  aations  were  sunk  still  larther  Into  terities  whidh  they  practised  upon  themselves, 
the  pollutions  of  idolatry  and  of  mental  debase-  either  m  atonomoat  lor  their  transgressions,  or 
moiit.  The  Phenicians,  the  Syriaas,  the  Ca-  in  preparation  for  their  festivals.  They  mangled 
I  aaanites,  the  Chaldeans  and  Babylonians,  the  their  flesh  as  if  it  had  been  insensible,  and  let 
I  Arabisns,  the  Scythians,  the  Eihiopiaas,  aad  their  Uood  run  in  such  profusion,  as  if  it  had 
I  the  Carthagiaians,  the  aacleat  Qauls,  Germans,  been  a  superfluous  fluid  m  the  body.  They 
I  and  Britons,  were,  if  possible,  more  deeply  d*-  pierced  themselves  with  the  sharpest  spines  of 
I  based ;  and  mingled  with  their  idolatrous  rites,  the  aloe,  and  bored  several  parts  of  their  bodies, 
I  many  cruet,  absceae,  and  vile  abomiaations.«>  particularly  their  ears,  lips,  tongues,  and  theiat 
I  Such  is  still  the  moral  and  religious  debaaement,  of  their  arms  and  legs.**  The  prisaia  of  Baal, 
I  even  ia  modera  ttams,  of  the  greater  part  of  the  we  are  told,  in  the  iMok  of  Kings,  "  cut  theor- 
I  nations  which  dwell  upon  the  earth.  Even  the  aahres  with  knives  and  lancets,  till  the  blood 
I  Himiooe,  the  Biranns,  the  Chinese,  the  Persiana,  fashed  out  upon  them.**  When  the  Carthagi- 
I  and  tlw  Japaaese,  though  ranked  among  the  asoot  niaoa  were  vaa<|aished  by  Agathocles,  king  of 
f  polished  nations  of  the  heathen  wodd,  are  sunk  Sicily,  they  conceived  that  their  god,  Jupiter  La- 
iaio  the  grosseet  ignorance  of  the  true  Ood,  aad  tialia  was  displeased  with  their  condueT.  In 
I  are  (bund  perpetrating,  ia  their  religious  worship,  order  to  appease  him,  and  propitiate  his  favottr» 
I  deeds  revohing  to  humanity,  and  stained  with  they  aacrificed  to  him,  at  once,  lass  kundrwd  sooa 
I  horrid  cruelty  and  injnstiee*  of  the  first  noblemen  of  their  state.  On  the  al« 
I  The  nunU  ^fkete  which  were  produced  by  a  tars  of  Mexico,  fmmty  lAsaaamf  human  beings 
I  departure  from  tbia  lun4amental  law  of  the  Crefr»  are  said  to  have  been  sacrificed  every  year ;  and 
I  tor,  were  siwh  as  correspond  with  the  abomiaa-  JIftif  Atmttmd  were  annually  offered  up  m  the  vap 
f  tieas  of  that  religimis  sysism  which  was  adopt-  rious  parts  of  that  empire,  acoonpanied  with  air- 
ed. Man  is  an  imitative  being ;  and  he  gene-  eumstances  of  such  dreadfiil  cruelty  and  horror, 
rally  imitatea  the  actions  of  those  whom  he  as  makes  us  shudder  at  the  recital.  In  Hindoa- 
eoneeives  to  be  placed  ia  a  superior  rank  and  tan,  even  at  the  pressnt  day,  several  thousanda 
I  station.  When,  therefore,  the  gods  were  intriH  of  women  are  annually  burned  on  the  funeral 
^  duoed  to  his  view,  as  swoUea  with  pride,  mad  pilestd*  their  deceased  husbands,  as  victims  to 
,  with  rsge,  fired  with  revenge,  inflamed  with  lust,  the  rsligioa  they  proless ;  besides  multitudes  of 
engaged  in  wars,  battles,  and  oonteata,  delight-  other  human  victims,  which  are  crushed  to  deatA 
ing  in  scenes  of  Mood  aad  rapiae,  ia  hatred  and  under  the  wheels  of  that  infernal  engine  whicti 
I  mutual  eoatentiona,  and  in  all  kinds  of  riot  and  aupports  the  idol  Joggsraaut.  Wars  the  ooa 
debauchery,  it  was  aatnral  to  suppose  that  audi  hundredth  part  cf  the  abtmiinations  which  hava 
I  passions  and  crimes  woidd  be  imitated  by  their  been  perpetrated  under  the  system  of  hlolatry, 
AHnded  votariee.  Aooofdingly  we  find,  that  ia  those  eountrles  where  it  has  pravmiled,  to  he 
'  Men  rices  imiterMllv  p refailsd,  even  among  the  fiiBy  datailed|  it  woald  aihibit  a  pietoia  of  da* 
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pntltf  and  of  infernal  afeocy,  at  which  thaho-  w«  raaide,  wa  ara  in  llttia  Statgnr  of  relanatH 
man  mind  would  ahrink  back  with  horror ;  and  into  the  practicaa  to  which  I  have  now  ndvrrtof 
would  form  a  atriliing  oooinentary  on  the  But  idolalry  is  not  confined  to  ilie  ndomii^  of 
divine  dedarationi  thai  "  the  dark  plaeea  of  Pagan  dirioitiea :  it  haa  it  aeat  in  ererj  heart 
the  earth  are  full  of  the  hahitationa  of  horrid  where  God  ia  baniahed  from  the  tiiottglMs,  and 
cruelly."  where  pride,  ambition,  and  avarice  occupy  the 
It  appean,  then,  that  a  violation  of  the  firat  higbeat  place.  *<  Covebmmtm,'*  ornn  i»ordiiiafe 
precept  of  the  moral  hiw  ia  the  greatest  crime  of  love  of  wealth,  ia  declared  by  the  ApoatlvPmd  lo 
Vi4iicfa  a  rational  creature  can  be  guilty ;  for  it  ia  be  **  idolat/y  f*  and  auch  mental  idolatry,  thongh 
the  aource  of  all  the  other  Crimea  which  have  en-  mora  refined  than  that  of  the  heathen  world,  ia 
tailed  wretchedneaa  on  mankind,  and  atrewed  the  ahnoat  equally  abhorrent  to  the  Divine  Being,  and 
earth  with  devastation  and  carnage.  It  is  a  equally  subversive  of  the  gmnd  principles  ef 
compiehensive  somaMry  of  wickedneaa ;  which  Christian  morality.  If  the  acquisition  of  wenhh 
indndes  pride,  falsehood,  blasphemy,  malignity,  and  riches  be  the  constant  and  sn^i  ami  aim  eC 
rebellion,  hatred  of  moral  exceUence,  and  the  any  Individual,  Mammon  is  the  god  whom  ha 
baseat  ingratitude  towards  Him  fitmi  whom  we  regularly  worships,  and  the 'God  of  heaven  nd^ 
deriTod  our  being,  and  on  whom  we  depend  ibr  throned  from  his  seat  in  the  affectioaa.  Snefc 
all  our  enjoyments.  It  is  a  crime  which,  above  moral  eflbcta  as  the  following  are  the  natniai 
all  others,  has  a  tendency  to  thgraiU  the  charac*  reeolu  of  this  species  of  idolatry :  It  steels  ihs 
ler  of  man ;  for  where  it  abounds,  the  human  heart  against  every  benevolent  and  generom 
mind  is  sunk  into  the  lowest  state,  both  of  moral  emotion ;  it  shuts  the  ears  to  the  cricn  of  the 
and  of  intellectual  debasement.  What  a  pitifiil  poor  and  needy ;  it  engenders  cheatinf ,  fhlaehoedt 
and  humiliating  sight  is  it,  and  what  emotiona  and  deceit ;  it  prevents  the  man  in  whoni  it  pro- 
of astoobhment  must  it  excite  in  the  mind  of  an  dominatee  from  exerting  his  active  powers,  and 
archangel,  to  behdd  a  rational  and  immortal  in-  from  contributing  of  his  wealth  to  proaMMe  the 
telligence  cutting  down  an  oak  in  the  forest,  bum-  h^piness  of  mankind ;  it  diaina  down  hie  noUe 
mg  part  of  it  in  the  fire,  baking  bread,  and  roast-  faculties  to  the  objects  of  time  and  senae ;  it  leads 
ing  flesh  upon  Its  embers,  and  forming  the  residue  him  to  love  and  to  serve  himself  mora  tlian  the 
of  it  into  an  idol,  falling  down  and  worshipping  it,  Creator ;  it  wraps  him  up  in  aelfishnesa,  and  an 
and  saying,  "Deliver  me,  for  thou  art  my  God  ^  indifference  to  the  concerns  of  all  other  Wings ; 
And  when  we  behold  the  same  degraded  mortal  it  destroys  the  principles  of  equity  and  justice ;  k 
sacrificing  the  children  of  hia  own  bowels  before  blunts  the  feelings  of  humanity  and  oonpaaaioo ; 
thja  stump  of  a  tree,  can  we  retrain  from  exclaim-  and  prevents  him  from  attending  to  the  salvation 
ing,  in  the  language  of  the  prophet,  *'  Be  asto-  of  his  soul,  and  from  looking  at  thoae  things  which 
nidiied,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this ;  and  be  ye  horri-  are  unseen  and  eternal.  And  in  every  oilkercaaa 
Uy  afraid!**    Were Jdolatry to  become nnteersal  where  a  similar  princif^e  holds  the  sopvema 


in  the  world,  there  is  no  crime,  no  species  of    seat  in  the  aflbctiona,  aimflar  efleeta  wiB  Wa  pro- 
craelty,  no  nioral  abomination  within  the  com-    <hiced. 
pass  of  the  human  heart  to  device,  but  wouU 

aooo  be  perpetrated  without  a  blush,  in  the  open  trx  sxcoim  coiocAirsMXHT. 

fiuse  of  day.    Had  not  God,  in  his  mercy,  com- 
municated a  revelation  of  bis  will,  in  order  to     T%om  t^Zf  net  make  imfo  ihee  09  gruvtm,  tmmje, 
counteract  the  influence  of  Pagan  theology, —        nor  m^  Idteneu  of  any  ikmg  tkai  is  m  Aeosen 
instead  of  cultivating  the  powers  of  our  minds,        o6ove,  or  f^  Uintiu  carfik6«neal%,  flrlAof  is  ta 


and  expanding  our  oooception  of  the  Almighty,  th»  waten  uatUr  the  earth  :  Aou  ekak 

by  a  contemplation  of  his  word  and  works,  we  down  Ihytelfto  them,  nereene  lAcm. 

might,  at  this  moment,  have  been  suidc  into  the  * 

lowest  depths  of  moral  degradation,  been  prostrat-  The.^^  commandment,  whidk  I  have  illiiBtral* 

ing  ourselves,  in  adoration,  before  a  stupid  ox  or  ed  above,  respects  the  eitjeet  of  our  worship  ;  Ibr- 

a  block  of  marble,  and  sacrificing  our  aone  and  bidduig  os  to  substitute  any  other  being  in  the 


daughters  to  an  infernal  Moloch.     It  is  one  of  room  of  God,  or  to  offer  it  that  hossage 

the  gloriea  of  Revelation,  and  a  strong  proof  of  its  due  to  the  eternal  Jehovah.     Thia  second 

divine  origin,  that  all  its  promises  and  threaten-  mandment  respects  the  nMMMwr  in  which  ho  is  to 

ings,  its  admonitions  and  reproo6,  its  doctrines,  be  worshipped.    And  in  r^ard  to  the  maniMa-  ia 

its  laws  and  ordinances,  are  directly  opposed  to  which  the  Divine  Being  ia  to  be  contemplatad 

every  idolatrous  practice ;  and  that  there  is  not  a  and  adored,  it  u  expressly  declared,  that  no  mh 

single  instance  b  which  the  least  countenance  is  age  nor  r«fprfse»fa(ion  of  this  incomprahsniililu 

given  to  any  of  the  abominations  of  the  Ptigan  Being  ia  at  any  time,  or  on  any  aeoonni,  to  ha 

work!.  fbrmed.    This  eonunand,  like  the  Ibrmer,  ani^ 

In  the  present  age,  and  inthecoontry  in  whidi  't  fint  sight  appear  to  be  unnecessary,  if  tbo 

ahnoat  universal  practice  of  martkind  had  not 

*  8aal8Biah3dv.»-iL  tanglit  m  that  there  ia  no  dispoaition  wUch  tbt 
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Iranm  orinil  ii  mora  ipt  to  inJnlge.  than  to  en-  wpecte  in  which  be  qmt  be  eoDtempUted.   For 

dearoor  to  bring  the  invisible  OWiniijr  within  n  similar  reoaon,  every  attempt  to  represent  (ho 

the  range  efoor  aenaeo,  and  to  contemplate  him  Divine  Majesty  by  sensible  images,  must  have  • 

as  such  a  one  as  oursetves.     The  necessity  of  tendency  to  narrow  our  conceptions  of  his  glory. 

Ibis  iniunction,  its  reasonableness,  and  the  mly  to  debase  his  oharacter,  and  to  lessen  our  reve- 

and  absurdity  of  the  practice  against  which  it  U  rence  and  esteem.    What   possible  similitudo 

directed,  wiU  appear  firon  the  following  consider-  can  there  be  between  that  mighty  being,  who  by 

ntions.  hi^  word  lighted  up  the  sua,  and  diffused  ten 

The  Divine  Being  fiHs  the  immensity  of  space  tbousaods  of  such  immense  luminaries  through 

with  his  presence,  and  to  his  essence  we  can  set  the  regions  of  creation,  whoee  hand  wields  the 

no  bounds.     He  inhabited  eternity,  before  the  planets,  and  rolls   them  through  the  tracts  of 

earth  or  the  heavans  were  brought  into  esistence,  immensity ;  between  him  who  "  meteth  out  the 

rejoieing  in  the  oontomplation  of  his  own  excel*  heavens  with  a  span,  and  hojkls  the  ocean  in  the 

lencof ,  and  in  the  fiiture  effects  of  his  power  and  hoUow  of  his  hand,*'  and  the  most  resplendent 

benevolence.    He  is  a  spiritual  uncompounded  image  that  was  ever  formed  by  human  bands ! 

■nbstanoe,  and  ooase<|uently  invisible  to  mortal  Even  the  sun  himself,  with  all  his  immensiqr  of 

eyes,  and  impalpable  to  every  other  organ  of  splendour,  although  our  minds  wwe  expanded  to 

sensation.     His  omnipotence  neither  man  nor  comprehend  his  vast  magnificence,  would  Ibnn 

angel  can  scan,  nor  can  they  explore  the  depths  but  a  poor  and  pitiful  image  of  Him,  whose 

of  his  wisdom  and  intelligence.    When  onivMsal  breath  baa  Itindled  ten  thousand  times  ten  thoo- 

rilence  and  solitude  reined  thronghout  the  in*  sand  suns.    How  mudi  less  can  a  block  of  mar- 

finito  void—when  not  n  sound  was  heard  nor  an  Ue  or  a  stupid  ox  adumbrate  the  glories  of  the 

otject  seen  within  the  immeasurable  extent  of  King  eternal,  immortal,  and  invisible !    It  will 

boundless  space    at  his  command,  worlds,  nume-  doubtless  redound  to  the  etomal  disgrace  of  Ihn 

rous  as  the  sand,  started  into  being.    Thousands  human  character,  in  every  region  of  the  imiverse 

of  snnsdiffiised  their  splendours  through  the  re*  where  it  is  known,  that  ever  such  an  impious 

gions  of  immensity ;  the  ponderous  masses  of  attempt  was  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  our  de- 

tiie  planetary  globes  were  launched  into  existence,  generate  world,  as  to  compare  the  glory  <^  the 

and  impelled  in  dieir  rapid  courses  through  the  incorruptible  Clod  to  an  image  made  like  to  cor- 

sky ;  their  snrfiwes  wore  adorned  with  resplen*  rupiible  man.    Wherever  such  attempts  have 

dent  heanties,  and  replenlslied  with  myriads  of  been  made,  there  we  behold  human  nature  in  its 

delighted  inhabttanis*     The  seraphim  and  the  lowest  state  of  debaaenunt ;   the  intellectual 

cherubim  began  to  dwnt  their  hymns  of  praise,  faculties  darkened,  bewildered,  and  degraded ; 

and  **  shootnl  for  joy**  when  they  bebelid  new  the  moral  powers  perverted  and  deprav<^ ;  gr»> 

worlds  emerging  fiwn  the  voids  of  space.    Lift,  veiling  aflections  predominating  over  the  dictates 

motion,  activity,  beauty,  grandeur,  splendid  illn-  of  reason,  and  diabolical  passions  ragiag  without 

mination,  and  raptorons  joy,  among  unnumbered  control.    Hence,  too,  the  debasing  tendency  of 

I                  Intolligences,  burst  upon  Uw  view,  where  a  little  all  those  attempts  whwh  have  been  made  to 

before  nothing  appeared  but  one  immense,  dark,  introduce  into  this  Christian  diurdi,  pictures  and 

and  cheerless  void.     And  ever  since  duration  images,  to  represent  "  The  invisible  things  of 

^                  began  to  be  measorod,  either  Uk  heaven  or  on  Qod,*' and  thesufferiqgs  of  the  Redeemer.    For, 

earth,  by  the  revolutions  of  celestial  orbs,  the  wherever  such   practices  prevail,  the  minds  of 

.                 same  omnipotent  energy  has  been  incessantly  men  will  generally  be  found  to  entertain  Iho 

I                 exerted  in  directing  the  nmvements  of  all  worMs  grossest  conceptions  of  the  Divine  Being,  and  of 

.                 and  systems,  and  in  upholding  them  in  their  the  solemn  realities  of  religion. 

u                 vast  career.    Of  a  being  invested  with  attributes  But  the  principal  reason  why  any  repreoentft- 

■o  gkKioos  and  inoomprehensiblo,  with  power  Uon  of  God  is  expressly  forbidden  in  this  com- 

■o  astonishing  in  its  effects,  with  goednees  so  iqandment,  is,  that  whenever  such  a  practice 

I                 boundless,  and  with  wisdom  so  unseardiable,  eommencos,  it  infallibly  ends  in  adoring  the 

I                  what  image  or  representation  can  poasibly  be  im^gs  iiaa^f  instead  of  the  e6^  it  was  intended 

S                 formed  which  will  not  tend  to  contract  oar  coo-  to  represent.     Or,  in  other  words,  the  breach  of 

eeptions,  and  to  debass  the  character  of  the  in6-  this  commandment  necessarily  and  uniformly 

X                 Bite  and  eternal  Muid !     "  To  whom  will  ye  leads  to  a  breach  of  the  first.     Not  withstanding 

^                 liken  no,  or  shall  I  be  equal,  saith  tbs  Holt  the  shock  which  the  human  mind  appears  to  hnvo 

'                 OvB.**  reoeived  by  the  fall,  it  is  altogether  inconceivable, 

I                    When  a  person  of  dignity  and  of  respoctabSltjr  that  any  tribe  of  mankind  mould  have  been  so 

J                 of  oharacter  is  eorMotared,  and  assoeinted  with  debased  and  brutalixed,  as,  in  the  first  instance, 

'                objects  and  etreomstanees  that  are  mean,  ridico*  to  mistake  a  crocodile,  or  the  stump  of  a  tree, 

!ous,and  grotesque,  it  has  a  tandeoey  to  degrade  however  beautifblly  cvved,  fbr  the  Creator  of 

his  character,  and  lo  lessen  our  veneration.    For  heaven  and  earth.    Such  objects  appear  to  have 

the  tespeet  we  entertain  for  any  individual  Is  been  first  used  as  ^fwAtia  or  roprssentations  of 

fboMled  on  the  view  we  tain  of  him  in  all  the  the  Deitj,  k  order  to  assist  tfaoaiind  in  femiBi 


90  THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF  RELIGION. 

ft  ecMeptioD  of  bit  iavuible  attributei.    But  ■•  the  Gmit  Creator.    We  have  toe  i 

tboy  had  a  direct  tendency  to  dehaee  the  mindi  to  believe,  that  there  are  ndlitudee  ht  the  rvit* 

and  to  obtcure  the  glorj  of  the  Diriaity,  in  pro-  gioue  woridi  whopaae  fbr  enlightened  Cbrietianaw 

cees  of  time  they  began  to  be  reffarded  bj  the  whose  ideaa  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  uni* 

Ignorant  multitude  ae  the  very  go<k  themselTee,  Terse  do  not  riee  beyond  the  cooeepljoos  «e 

which  they  were  at  first  intcoded  to  represent ;  ooght  to  ibrm  of  the  powers  and  capacities  oT 

and  that  tribute  of  adoration  was  paid  to  the  Gabriol  the  archangel,  or  of  one  of  the  highest 

tgmbol  itself,  which  was  origmally  intended  to  order  of  the  seraphim. 

he  given  to  the  invisibte  God,  through  this  sensi-  We  can  nerer  expect,  froin  the  very  nature  ef 

ble  medium.    And,  when  we  contemplate  kings  things,  to  lie  able  to  ezplors  the  depths  of  Jehi^ 

and  princes,  poets  and  philosophers,  heroes  ami  Tah*s  essence,  or  to  comprehend  the  whole  range 

sages,  **  young  msn  and  virgins,  old  men  and  of  his  dominions  and  govMnmsnt.    But,  a  largo 

diiidren,"  wh^e  provinces,  nations,  and  conti*  portion  of  his  operations  lies  open  to  our  Inqiee* 

nents,  prostrating  themsdves  before  the  shrine  of  tioa ;  and  it  is  fipon  an  enlightened  contMsph^ 

such  de^icaUe  and  abominable  idob,  and  the  tloo  of  what  is.  pressnted  to  oar  Tiew  in  llie  visi- 

idca  of  the  true  Giod  almost  banbhed  from  the  ble  imiverse,  that  we  are  to  form  ourcooceptioiw 

world,  we  have  reason  to  feel  ndiamed,  and  to  of  die  grandeur  of  the  Eternal  Mind.    For,  it 

be  deeply  humbled,  that  we  belong  to  a  race  of  may  be  admitted  as  an  axiom,  both  in  natural 

intelligences  that  have  thus  so  grossly  prostituted  and  revealed  theology,  that  star  eenc^fMrns  ^ 

their  rational  and  moral  powers.  Qod  wSl  nuf^  centtipwd  wicA  At  ceacqrftst 

The  only  nvtmnX  image  or  representation  of  mr  oojinrt  i^tht  ftoterv  and  ssfswf  qf  Ais  vpetom 

God  which  is  set  before  us  for  our  contemplation,  Amt*    In  the  oniverse  around  as,  we  perceive 

is,  tlie  boundless  universe  which  hu  hands  have  an  image  of  his  infinity,  in  so  fiir  as  a  finite 

formed ;  and  his  sMrot  image  is  displayed  in  the  and  material  existence  can  adunibrale  the  atoi- 

laws  which  he  has  publishmi,  in  the  movements  botes  of  an  Infinite  and  Invisible  Existence* 

of  his  providence,  and  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ  When  we  lift  oor  eyes  towards  the  midaigbt  sky,. 

his  Son,  who  is  "  the  image  of  the  invisible  God,  we  behoU  a  thoossLnd  sons  diflbsing  their  sple»» 

and  the  brightness  of  his  glory.**  All  these  ssdii-  dours  fk-om  regions  of  space  iamwsaivably  din* 

bilious  oftlM  Divine  Majesty,  we  are  command-  tant.     When  we  apply   a  telescope  to  any 

ed  to  study,  to  contemplate,  and  admire ;  and  it  portico  of  this  vast  concave,  we  perceive  lho»i 

is  essentially  requisite  in  order  to  our  acquirii^  sands  more  which  the  nnasisted  sys  canncA 

correct  and  oomprebeAive  views  «f  the  otijeet  or  discern.    When  we   increase  the  magnifying 

our  adoration,  that  no  one  of  these  displays  of  the  powers  of  the  instrument,  we  descry  numeronn 

Divioity  should  be  overlooked,  or  thrown  into  oibs  of  light,  stretching  still  forther  into  the  un- 

the  ritaide.    There  are  some  Christians,  who  fathomshledepthsof  space;  so  that theie  appear 

imagine  they  may  acquire  a  competent  know^  no  limits  to  this  scene  of  creatii^  power.    When 

ledge  of  the  character  of  God,  although  they  the  eye  of  reason  pmietrates  beyond  all  that  m 

should  never  spend  a  single  moment  in  eontem-  visible  through  the  most  powerfiil  teiescopee,  ii 

plating  his  perfoctioos  as  displayed  in  his  visible  oontemplatee  a  boundless  region  teeming  with 

works.    In  regard  to  such,  I  hesitate  not  to  ai^  other  resplendent  suns  and  systems,  whose  wnm^ 

firm,  that  they  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  irfrfnlsrs,  her  and  magnificence  overwheba  the  imagine* 

and  remain  wilfiil  idolaters,  contented  with  the  Uon ;  so  that  no  limit  can  be  set  to  the  excimioBa 

most  inadequate  and  grovelling  conceptions  of  of  the  mtellect  when  it  wings  its  flight  over  lh» 

the  Deity,  so  long  as  they  refuse  to  oontomplate,  wide  empire  of  Jehovsfa.    Over  dt  this 

with  fixed  attention,  and  with  intdligeaoe,  the  assemblage  efmatertalsplendoor,  over  its 

operations  of  hu  hands.    Ifa  man's  ideas  never  ments,  and  overall  the  diversified  ranks  i  ' 

extend  beyond  the  bounds  of  bis  vbible  horixon,  ligtnoo  it  supports,  God  eternally  and  uncfaange* 

or  beyond  the  limits  of  the  oounu>y  in  which  he  ably  presides.    He  is  an  h^/hdti  Being  ;— mad 

resides,  and  if,  at  the  same  time,  he  has  over-  in  thb  inunense  imiverse  which  he  has  opennd 

looked  the  most  striking  displays  of  divine  wis-  to  our  view,  he  has  given  as  an  inmge  of  b^ 

dom  and  goodness  within  these  bounds— his  coo-  infinity,  which  oorrespoods  with  the  p^lectiesH 

ceptions  ^  the  Divine  Being  himself,  will  nearly  which  the  inspired  writers  ascribe  to  him— aiid 

correspond  with  the  conceptions  he  forms  of  hb  without  a  contemplation  of  which,  the  mind  moat 

works.    If  his  views  be  even  confined  within  the  liave  a  very  unwowihy  and  ciroumseribed  idea  oi 

limits  of  the  globe  on  which  he  dwells,  hb  coo-  the  attributes  of  the  Elernd  Mind.    Even  isi 

eepcions  of  God  will  still  be  grovelling,  distorted,  many  of  the  ob|ecls  which  surround  ns  in  thi« 

and  imperfect.    And,  therefore,  the  idea  which  lower  world,  we  perceive  an  image  of  the  infiaitjf 

Mch  an  individual  forms  to  himself  of  God,  may  of  the   Creator— particubrly  in    ihoee    living 

be  inforlor  to  that  which  b  due  to  one  of  the  -  worlds  which  are  contained  in  a  few  drops  o^ 

higher  orders  of  created  intelligences.    And,  if  water,  aome  of  the  inhabitants  of  which  9rm 

so,  he  has  only  an  image  of  a  creature  In  hb  several  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tii 

•ind,  instead  of  a  eomprsheosive  oonceptioQ  of  than  the  least  grain  of  sand.— To  ibe 
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ti<in  of  tnck  objadt  «ro  are  diraeted  bf  God  object  we  contenplale,  m  order  to  appreciate 

Siiinaelft  ia  order  to  actpiire  an  imprewiTe  view  the  perfeetioos  and  the  glory  of  the  ever  preaent 

of  his  character  and  operatione.    '*Lift  up  jour  ]>eity.    Although  there  were  no  other  alriking 

eyes  on  ht^,  and  behold  who  hath  created  ihoee  objects  around  oii  the  tingle  ftct  of  the  apparent 

orbfl,  thai  bringeth  oat  their  hoet  hy  number:  he  revolution  of  the  eeleotial  ooocave,  with  all  its 

ealleth  them  all  by  names,  by  the  greatness  of  magnificent  oibs,  around  the  earth  eveiy  twenty- 

hi»  might,  lor  that  he  is  strong  in  power."—  fimr  hours,  is  suflicient  to  overpower  the  mind  of 

And,  Um  prophets,  when  reasoning  against  idoU  every  rational   observer  with  admiration  and 

airy,  preaent  us  with  a  train  of  thought  similar  wonder,  if  his  attention  were  seriously  directed 

lo  that  to  which  I  have  now  adverted.    Th^  to  it  on!  v  for  a  sitogle  hour.    The  ideas  of  mi^ 

descrSM  the  Almighty  as  '*  sitting  on  the  cirde  jesty,  ol  grandeur,  and  of  omnipotent  energy 

of  the  heavens,  and  the  tnhafaitanis  of  the  earth  which  this  single  dreumstaaoe  is  calculated  to 

as  grasshoppers  ia  his  sight."    They  repressnt  inspire,  are  such  as  irresistibly  lo  lead  the  mind 

aim  as  '*  measuring  the  water*  ia  the  hoUow  of  to  the  eontemplation  of  a  Being  whoee  peribctiona 

his  hand,  weighing  the  mountains  in  sealee,  and  are  inoompielisnsible,  and  wbcee  ways  are  past 

mtttMg  9tUlha  httitnt  with  aapmm    before  whom  finding  out.    Tet,  I  believe,  it  may  be  aifirmed 

all  natione  are  as  the  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  are  with  truth,  that  more  than  one  half  of  the  Chris- 

aounted  to  him  less  than  nothing  and  vanity."  tian  world  are  ignorant  that  such  a  ftct  esrists  ;* 

It  is  strange,  indeed,  that  the  duty  of  oontom-  such  is  the  indiflerenee  and  the  apathy  with  which 

plating  ihe  image  of  God  as  impressed  upon  his  many  religioniBts  view  the  woiidernd  works  of 

works,  should  be  so  much  overlooked  by  the  God. 

great  body  of  the  Christian  world,  notwithstand-        It  eras  chiefly  owing  to  such  criminal  inatten- 

ing  the  obvioue  reasonaUenese  of  this  duty,  and  tion  to  tlie  displays  df  the  Divine  Chaiaeter  ia 

the  pointed  injunctions  in  relation  to  it  which  the  works  of  creation,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 

are  reiterated  in  every  department  of  the  word  of  Pagan  world  plunged  themeelves   into  all  the 

God.    It  is  still  more  strange,  that  the  histme*  absurditiee  and  abomuiatkme  of  idolatry.    *'  For 

lions  of  many  religioue  teachers  have  a  tendency  the  invisible  things  ofGhKl,  even  his  eternal  power 

to  dissuade  Christians  Irom  engaging  in  thb  duty,  and  godhead,  are  dearly  seen  b  the  things  that 

hf  the  Ibulisb  contrasts  they  attempt  to  draw  be*  are  made,"  if  men  would  but  open  their  eyes, 

tween  the  word  and  the  works  of  Gvod ;  so  that  and  exercise  their  powers  of  intelligence.  "  The 
the  great  mass  of  Christians  are  left  to  remain     heavens  declare  the  gloiy  of  Jehovah  "  they  de> 

half  idolaters  lor  want  of  thoeeeipansiveconeep-  elare   it   to  all   the   inhabitants  of  the  earth, 

tions  of  God  whieh  a  knowledge  of  his  works  is  **  There  is  no  speech  nor  lanpnage  where  thenr 

cateulated  to  produce.  voice  is  not  heard  t  their  line  m  gone  out  through 

It  is  also  most  unaooountable,  on  every  prin>  all  the  earth,and  their  words  to  the  end  of  thn 
ciple  of  reason,  and  of  Revelation,  that  the  wil-     worU." 


,»•• 


ful  neglect  of  this  duty  shouU  never  be  account*  **  lnrMson*ssarthe7  sUi^loles^ 

ad  either  as  a  sin,  or  as  a  want  of  that  respect  And  altor  forth  a  Ste^J>«<ee} 

whieh  is  due  to  the  M^esty  of  heaven.    We  iK'ZSi&iSl^^Stim.* 

have  known  persons  rebuked,  and  even  eaduded 

from  a  Christian  Church,  foi  holding  a  uMtaphy-  Rut  the  Heathen  world  did  not  listen  to  the  in- 

sical  sentiment  different  from  their  brethrsn  re-  ftroetkina  thiM  oonveyed,  nor  dU  they  apply 

epecting  the  divine  plans  and  dscrees ;  but  we  ^Jtmr  understandings,  as  they  ought  to  have  done, 


never  heard  of  an  individual  beinf  either  re.  to  trace  the  invisible  things  of  God,  firom  the  visl- 

proved  or  admonished  by  a  Cfirietian  society,  \j^  displays  of  his  character  and  perlections.  in  * 

tar  neglecting  to  contemplate  tho  character  of  f^  universe  around  them.   **  They  became  vahi 

God  as  dispUyed  in  bis  works,  although  he  had  fa  Uieir  imaginations,  and  their  foolish  hearts 

lived   fifty  vears  amidst  the  magmfieenes   of  were  darkened ;  and  prolMsing  themselves  to  be 
I,  and  had 


creation,  and  had  acquired  little  more  knowledge  wise,  they  became  (bob."     While  **  the  harp 

of  his  Crsator,  from   this  soivee,  than  the  ox  and  the  viol,'  the  tobret,  die  pipe,  and  the  wine 

whieh  browses  on  the  grass.   Yst,to  this  neglect  were  in  their  ieasts,  they  regarded  not  the  worfca 

is  to  be  imputed  a  groat  proportion  of  dioss  gr»>  of  the  Lord,  nor  considered  the  operations  of  his 

veiling  coneeptions,  superstitious  notions,  and  hands."  **Wheretbre  they  were  given  op  by  God 

distorted  views  of  the  doctrines  of  rslifion  which  to  indulge"  in  vile  aifectioni,  and  •<  to  worship 

ttill  disgrace  the  Christian  worU.    This  fkct  is  ud  aerve  the  creature  rather  than  the  Creator, 

still  more  unaooountable,  when  we  consider  that  who  is  blessed  ibr  ever."    And,  even  under  the 

a  knowledge  of  the  abstrusities  and  technicBli.  

tfes  of  science  is  not  reguisito  in  order  to  the  ^"JS^ISSL^^J^^^SS^^ 

forformanee  of  this  doty.    It  requires  only  tiie  oplnkm  as  to  ths  other  sHernaUve-the  motion  of  the 

eye  of  sense,  of  reaeon,  and  of  devoti«p  to  be  d»-  eanlu   In  cHher  cam  the  mind  b  overpowered  with 

and  around  us,  and  to  be  ooeasionaOy  fixsd  on  the  sopbsr," 
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Ctirwti«ikdiip«anttaB,w«liATetooniidirauoB  piae  at  bis  ■Mcml  JuMwalieai,  or  txmt  *i 

to  fuftr,  that  ^eeu  loaMwbftt  analogoui  to  theve  mightj  movemeots  of  hit  proridenco,  vhodior 

have  beea  producad,  mod  a  •paeieo  or  oioBtal  idol-  ia  ancient  or  in  modern  tineoi  with  a  «|iirit  c/ 

atry  practised  by  thounads  who  have  profenad  levity,  with  ridiculO)  or  withooatenupt ;  when  we 

the  religion  of  Jeeus ;  owing  to  their  inattention  treat  the  rBvektione  of  the  Biblo  with  iDdiflereaoe 

to  the  visible  operalioni  of  Jehovahi  and  to  their  or  with  eeom ;  when  we  niako  the  declaratiou  «f 

not  conoecting  them  with  the  diaplayt  of  hia  that  book,  which  onfbldii  to  oa  the  etiMime  and 

character  and  aaencj  ai  eihibited  in  the  revela*  adorable  character  of  Jehovah,  the  aubject  of naec^ 

taone  of  hie  wore.  riment  and  jest;  when  we  endeavour  to  threw 


upon  them  oonlempt  and  ridicale,  with  tha  Tietr 
of  undeniiiniog  their  divine  anthority  ;  aad  wbea 


THK  THiKD  COMMA VDiOBirT.  of  undoniiiniog 

2^b»«AattnellaibeCWnaai«e/CfceI«rYfAy€f«<    we  sneer  at  the  public  and  priwto^ 

and  at  the  ordioancee  whkh  be  hath  appoanie^ 


—In  all  these  and  many  other  ways,  the  naaaa  tf 
The  name  of  any  peiaon  is  thai  which  distin-    God  b  profaned,  his  character  leprofMehed,  and 
guishes  him  from  other  mdividuals.    Whatever    that  fsMrsnes  of  the  Divine  Bemg,  which  ia  tha 


word  is  employed  to  distinguish  any  object,  fiNindation  of  all  religion  and  moral  ordar, 
whether  aaimato  or  inanimate,  is  its  oaroe.  In  mined  and  subverted, 
like  manner,  the  iVoaw  of  God  is  that  by  which  When  the  name  or  the  titles  by  which  a  fellaw^ 
be  is  distiaguished  from  all  other  beings.  It  i»>  mortal  is  distinguished,  are  mado  tha  anblect  tf 
dudes  those  fcrms  which  espress  his  nature  and  banter  and  ridicule  in  every  cosapanyy  whmi  ibcy 
character,  aa  /cAooafc— thoee  titUt  by  which  his  are  brought  Ibrward  for  the  purpoae  of  giviag  aa 
rdatioa  to  his  creation  is  designated,  as  "  The  edge  to  a  sarcastic  sneer ;  and  when  hia  e«^»lo;y- 
Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earlh^^Tbe  Father  of  ments  and  the  works  he  haa  constructed  axe  cott- 
mercies, — The  God  of  salvation,*'  &c. — the  ol-  tomned,  and  associated  with  every  thing  that  ■ 
iHfrule*  of  which  be  is  possessed,  as  hb  Eternity,  mean  and  degrading ;  it  b  an  evidence  ^the  loar 
Omnipotence,  Holioem,  Justice,  Itc^the  wtrfts  estimation  m  which  he  b  heM  by  the  individual 
which  he  has  eihibiied  in  heaven  and  on  earth—  who  does  so,  and  has  a  tsndency  to  debase  fats 
the  movements  of  his  Fnmdmctt  and  the  Jlsa^  character  m  the  eyes  of  othere.  On  the  aama 
latum  of  hb  word.  By  every  one  of  these,  the  principle,  tha  profiunation  of  the  name  of  God»  haa 
character  of  God  is  distinguished  from  that  of  an  evident  tendency  to  lessen  our  admiration  id 
all  other  beings  in  the  universe.  In  reUtion  to  the  Majesty  of  Heaven,  and  to  banish  from  tha 
thia  name  or  character  of  the  Divine  Being,  it  b  nind  every  sentiment  of  veneration  and  rer^ 
selemoly  conunaaded  that  *'  we  are  not  to  take  it  renoe.  The  roan  who  can  deliberatoly  violnla 
in  vain,"— that  b,  we  are  not  to  use  any  of  the  thb  command,  from  day  to  day,— thus  offaring  a 
titles  or  designations  of  the  Divine  Majesty,  fiir  oonttnual  insult  to  hb  Blakei^— procUiaaa  to  ail 
trifling,  vain,  or  evil  purposes ;  nor  are  we  to  around,  that  he  haa  m  amotions  of  reverenoe  and 
treat  any  dispbys  of  his  character  with  levity,  affection  towards  that  Almighty  Being,  whoaa 
profimeness,  or  irreverence.  power  uphokis  the  fabric  of  heaven  and  eaith,  and 
W^viplate  thb  command,  when  we  uae  the  who  dbpenses  life  and  death  to  wbonMoevar  ha 
name  of  GKid,  in  common  discourse,  in  alight  and  pleases.  ^*  He  s^retcheth  out  hb  hand  againar 
irreverent  manner,  when  we  interlard  our  con-  God,  and  strenglheneth  himself  against  the  Al- 
venations  with  unnecessary  oaths  and  assevera-  mighty.''  He  prodaims  to  every  reflecting  mimi, 
tions  in  which'thb  name  b  introduced ;  when  we  that  pride,  enmity,  rabellioo,  and  irrevareaca* 
awear  to  what  we  know  to  be  &ise,  or  when  we  are  deeply  seated  in  hb  heart,  and  that  '*  the  faar 
muhiply  oathf  in  reference  to  vain  and  trifling  of  God,  *  and  the  solemnities  of  a  future  judg- 
ooncems ;  when  we  imprecate  curses  and  dam-  ment "  are  not  before  hb  eyea."  ' 
nation  on  our  fellow-crealuras ;  when  we  ap-  Were  the  vidationofthbUw  to  become  «■•» 
proach  God  in  prayer,  without  those  feelings  of  asraaf  among  men^-the  name  of  God,  among  ali 
reverenoe  and  awe,  which  his  perfections  d»-  ranks,  ages,  and  conditions  of  life,  wooM  be  aa- 
mand ;  when  we  swear  by  any  olject  in  heaven  iociated,  not  oaly  with  every  trifling  diaeMuaa 
or  in  earth,  or  by  the  false  deities  of  the  heathen  and  altercation,  but  with  ovary  speciea  of  ribald- 
world  ;  when  we  treat  hb  wonderful  works  widt  ry  and*  obacenity.  The  liapiag  babe  would  ba 
bnlifrerenoe  or  contempt ;  whan  we  endeavour  to  taught  to  insult  that  Mighty  Amg,  from 
caricature,  and  misrepresent  them,  or  attempt  to  it  so  latoly  derived  its  eiisteaoe ;  ud  the  i 
throw  a  veil  over  their  gbry ;  when  we  insinuate  hoary  hairs,  even  In  the  agoniea  of  death, 
that  hb  most  glorious  and  magnificient  works  pam  Into  the  eternal  slate,  imprecating  iha 
were  nmde  for  no  end,  or  for  no  end  worthy  of  geanoeof  hb  Maker.  All  reverence  fcr  Jahi^pafc 
that  inflnite  wiadom  and  intelligence  by  which  wouU,  of  aourae,  be  baniahed  from  aadaty ;  •• 
tfiey  were  contrived ;  when  we  overlodt  or  deny  lamplea  ^ipdd  be  erected  to  hb  honour ;  no  aUaii» 
the  Divine  Agency,  which  is  displayed  in  the  adoratiooioftbe  heart  wonld  ascend  to  hbthrono) 
aperatioos  of  nature;  wiien  we  murmur  and  ra-  ao  vawi  would  be  paid ;  no  fenna  of  worahip  a^ 
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poiated ;  do  tribute  of  thankigiriog  uuA  gratittide  with  anwtioM  of  alleettoD  and  of  awe  woold  his 
woold  bo  ofierad  to  bii  naoio,-«but  the  voice  of  worihippen  approech  him  in  prayer,  in  praise,  in 
profitnity  aod  of  execration,  among  high  and  Sow,  contemplation,  and  in  all  the  eenrices  oTbis  eane* 
rich  and  poor,  the  jTOung  and  the  old,  b  every  tnaiy.  The  whole  earth  would  be  consecrated 
social  intercourse,  and  in  every  transaction,  as  one  grand  temple,  from  which  a  grateful  ho- 
would  resound  tnrooghout  all  lands.  No  motives  mage  vrould  ascend  from  the  hearti  and  from  the 
to  e2ccite  to  moral  actton,  would  be  derived  from  lips  of  miUions  of  devout  worshippers,  in  aD 
the  autliority  and  the  omuipreience  of  (Sod,  aod  places,  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  sun.  In 
from  a  consideration  of  his  future  retributions ;  the  domestic  circle,  m  the  social  club,  in  the 
for  his  character  would  be  reproached,  and  his  convivial  meeting,  in  the  streets,  in  **  the  high 
authority  trampled  under  foot  by  all  people*  places  of  the  city,*  in  the  public  walks,  in  the 
*<  They  would  set  their  mouths  against  the  hea^  ooooeils  of  the  nations,  and  in  every  other  inter- 
vene in  their  blasphemous  talk,"  and  they  wouM  oourae  of  human  bemgs,  the  name  of  God  wouU 
say, "  How  doth  Qod  know,  and  is  there  know*  never  be  mentioned  nor  his  character  alluded  to» 
ledge  in  the  Most  High  V*  "  What  is  the  AW  but  with  feelings  of  profound  and  reverential  awe. 
miptty  that  we  should  serve  him,  and  what  profit  His  woriu  would  be  contomplated  with  admira* 
shall  we  have,  if  we  pray  unto  him?*'  <*  Tlie  tion,  with  reverence,  and  with  gratitude,  as  pro- 
Lord  doth  not  see,  neither  doth  the  Qod  of  Jacob  claiming  the  glory  of  his  kingdom^  the  depths  of 
regard  us."  His  wonderful  works  wodd  ehher  his  wisdom,  and  the  extent  of  his  power.  His 
be  overlooked,  or  treated  with  contempt,  or  as-  mighty  movements  among  the  nations  wouU  be 
cribed  to  the  blind  operation  of  chance  or  of  fate,  regarded  with  sidimission  and  reverence,  as  ao- 
miey  wouki  be  represented  as  accomplishing  no  complishing  the  eternal  purposes  of  his  will,  and 
Mid,  as  displaying  no  wisdom,  and  as  controlled  his  holy  word  would  be  perused  by  all  classes  of 
hgr  no  intelligeat  agency.  Their  egtpartnt  Irre-  men  with  aflection  and  delight,  as  the  oracle 
gularities  ami  defects  would  be  magnified,  and  which  proclaims  the  gk>ries  of  his  nature  and  the 
expatiated  upon  with  diabolkal  delight;  while  excellence  of  his  taws,  ths  blessings  of  his  salva- 
the  glorious  evidences  they  exhibit  of  infinite  tion,  and  the  path  which  conducts  to  eternal  feli- 
wisdom  and  beneficence  would  be  thrown  com-  city  in  the  life  to  come.  Bath  are  some  of  the 
pletely  into  the  sliado.  Ths  dispensations  of  his  delightful  effects  which  would  friOow,  were  a  sen- 
providence  wouU  be  viewed  as  an  inestrfeable  tfanaiat  of  profound  reverence  to  pervade  the 
maxe,  without  order  or  design,  directed  by  chance,  whole  mass  of  human  beings ;— and  oorrespond- 
and  by  the  ever>vary  ing  caprice  of  human  beings,  ing  sentimenu  of  love  and  aflecuon  for  each  other, 
His  venend>le  word  would  universally  become  would  be  the  necessary  and  unceasing  accosa- 
the  subject  of  merriment  and  langhter,-^  topic  paniments  of  respect  and  veneration  for  their 
for  the  exercise  of  ribaMiy  and  ridicule,  and  a  common  Parent, 
theme  for  enlivening  the  unhallowed  song  d*  the 

drunkard.  The  most  solemn  scenes  which  it  dis-  Tnm  ranru  couhawdukkt. 

pUys,  and  its  most  joyful  and  aUnrnngdoclara-  «ii«„«|,^  th»  Sabbath  dt^,  to  ketp  U  ho^. 

tions,  would  be  equally  treated  with  levity  and  gj^  ^|_  ^/^   H^  Ia6e«r,  tmd  do  aU  ig 

contempt.--Such  are  soms  of  the  impious  prac-  tooth;  btdOm  hovonth  dogUtho  Sabbath qftki 

tices,  and  horriUe  eSects  which  wouU  follow,  if  lardOm  Qod  **  J<e. 

the  name  of  Jehovah  were  universally  profaned.  ' 

The  veiy  name  of  religion  woold  be  bk>tted  out  This  commandment  obviously  enjoins  tbo 
firom  the  earth,  its  forms  abolished,  its  sanctions  setting  apart  of  one  day  in  seven,  as  a  day  of  rest 
disregarded.  Its  taws  violated,  virtue  and  piety  from  worldly  labour,  and  as  a  portion  of  time  to 
annihilated,  the  flood-gates  of  every  evil  burst  be  devoted  to  the  devotional  exercises  of  religion, 
open,  and  moral  order  entirely  subverted.  and  particularly  to  the  public  worship  of  GhxI. 
On  the  other  hand,  universal  reverence  of  the  It  was  given  forth,  not  merely  to  display  the 
name  and  character  ofGrod  would  lead  to  the  Sovereignty  cf  the  Lawgiver;  but  to  promote 
practiee  of  aU  the  duties  of  piety  and  morality,  both  the  sensitive  and  the  inteUeetoal  enjoyment 
The  Moot  High  wouU  be  recognised  with  senii-  of  man.  "  The  Sabbath,"  says  our  Saviour, 
menu  of  veneration  at  all  times;  and  the  silent  *'  was  made  /or  manj  and  not  man  for  the  Sab- 
adorations  of  the  heart  would  flow  out  towards  hath." 

biib  in  all  places ;  inthe  house,  and  in  the  street,  It  was  madefor  man,  in  the  Jnt  place,  as  a 

In  the  bosom  of  the  forest,  and  in  the  fertile  plafai,  d^  of  rssT.    In  this  poim  of  view,  it  is  a  most 

hi  the  city,  and  hi  the  wilderness,  under  the  wise  and  merciful  appointment,  especially  whea 

shades  of  night,  and  amidst  the  splendours  of  day.  we  consider  the  present  condition  of  mankfaid,  as 

tn  every  place,  temples  would  be  erected  for  his  doomed  to  labour,  and  toil,  and  to  the  enduranoo 

worship,  hallelujahs  of  praise  would  ascend,  and  of  many  sorrows.    When  we  reflect  on  the  ty- 

*'  Incense  and  a  pore  o^jsring'*  bo  preeented  to  rannical  dispositions  which  prevail  among  mn- 

his  name.    With  reverence  and  godly  fear,  whh  kind,  on  the  powerfiil  influence  of  avarice  over 

ive  views  of  hb  nagnifieenoe  and  glory,  the  hanaa  Bind,  and  oa  the  ahnost  total  absenw 
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of  beaefolenoe  and  oompMtion  towardi  f  olTorijig  in  its  train  an  inereate  oflabdiar^-a  0Qiitiinie4  w$m 

liuinanttj,  whercrer  such  diipositions  predooii-  riet  of  toilaome  and  unremininf  esortiom,  wklut 

nate,  we  cannot  but  admire  the  wiidom  and  bo-  would  waetc  their  animal  powera,  cot  dbert  tlM 

nevoleoce  of  the  Creator,  in  the  appointment  of  yeart  of  their  mortal  eaittencee,  "makn  Aeir 

a  weekly  jubilee  for  the  rest  and  refreehment  of  livei  bitter  with  hard  bondafe,'*  and  dofvire  Aem 

laboorera  apont  with  toil.    On  this  day,  the  mae-  of  eome  of  the  eweeteat  ei^jnwMn  Kiiieh  thty 

tor  hat  an  opportunity  of  divesting  his  mind  of  now  possess. 

worldly  cares  and  anxieties,  the  eenrant  of  ob-  And  as  the  sabbath  was  appointed  for  liio  rest 
•aining  liberty  and  respite  from  his  toilsome  em-  of  man,  so  it  was  also  intended  as  a  aeaaon  of 
ploymenta;  and  labourers  of  every  daas,  of  on-  repose  for  the  u^erior  mmimaU  whidi  laboor  for 
joying  repose  in  the  bosom  o^  their  fomilies.  our  pro&.  "  The  seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of 
Such,  however,  are  the  avaricious  dispositionsi  the  Lord  thy  God ;  in  it  thou  shalt  not  do  any 
and  the  contracted  views  of  a  great  proportion  of  work,  thou,  nor  thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter,  thy 
mankind,  that  they  are  apt  to  regard  the  institu-  man-servant,  nor  thy  maid-eervant,  nor  1%  eoflle, 
tion  oftbe  Sabbath  as  an  obstruction  to  the  ad-  nor  the  stranger  that  is  within  thy  gaton."  This 
▼anceroent  of  their  worldly  interests*  They  will  injunction  exhibits  tho  oompassiooate  care  and 
calculate  how  much  labour  has  been  kwt  ^  the  tendemem  of  the  Creator  in  a  very  amiaUe  and 
rest  of  one  day  in  seven,  and  how  mudi  wealth  impressive  point  of  view.  It  shows  un,  tiial  tlie 
might  have  been  gained,  had  the  Sabbath  not  in-  eigoyments  of  the  lowest  ranks  of  sensitive  esl»> 
tervened  to  interrupt  their  employments.  But  tence  are  not  beneath  his  notice  and  reigatd.  As 
all  such  selfish  calculations,  even  in  a  worldly  be  know  what  degree  of  relucatkm  was  neceaaaiy 
point  of  view,  proceed  on  the  principlos  of  a  "^for  the  comfort  of  the  li^MMning  animals,  aad  as 
narrow  and  short-sighted  policy.  We  know  by  he  foresaw  that  the  avarice  and  cruelty  of  man 
experience,  that,  on  the  six  days  out  of  seven  vrould  endeavour  to  deprive  them  of  their  doe  re- 
appointed for  labour,  all  the  operations  requisite  pose,  so  he  has  secured  to  them,  by  a  law  whi^ 
for  the  cultivation  of  Uie  fields,  and  for  the  roanu-  is  to  continue  in  force  so  long  as  the  earth  ca- 
focture  of  every  useful  article  for  the  comfort  of  dores,  the  rest  of  one  day  in  seven  ib  oomaon 
mankind,  can  be  performed  with  ease,  and  with-  with  their  proprietors  and  sopoHora.  And  tfaas 
out  the  least  injury  to  any  class  of  men.  And  privilege  they  will  undoubtedly  enjoy  bereaftm', 
what  more  could  be  aocomplisbed,  although  the  in  a  mere  eminent  degree  than  they  have  y«C 
Sabbath  were  converted  into  a  day  of  kbour?  done,  wi«n  man  himself  shall  be  induced  to  pay 
Were  this  violation  of  the  divine  command  to  a  more  cordial  and  unreserved  ol>edience  to  llib 
become  universal,  it  might  be  shown  that,  instead  divine  precept,— when  "  Im  shall  call  the  8ab- 
of  producing  an  increase  of  wealth,  it  wouU  in-  bath  a  delight,  and  the  holy  of  the  Lord 
fallibly  produce  an  increase  of  toil  and  misery  able.** 

in  relation  to  the  great  mam  of  mankind,  without  Again,  the  Sabbath  was  appobted  for  man,  i 

any  oorreaponding  pecuniary  compensation.  The  maaonfar  piout  reooBsed'on,  omf  nUgimu  ( 

labouring  cbss  at  present  receive  little  more  wa-  plaHon.    **  Remember  the  Sabbath  day,  to  ketp  U 

ges  than  is  barely  sufficient  to  procure  the  neces-  AoCy."  Amidst  the  numerous  cares  and  laborioim 

sariesoflifo.    If  their  physical  strength  would  employmentsof  human  life,  it  is  imponsible  to 

permit  them  to  work  eighteen  hours  a  day,  in-  fix  the  mind,  for  any  length  of  time,on  Uie  dirinQ 

stead  of  twelve,  it  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that,  in  a  glory,  as  displayed  in  the  works  of  creation,  ao 

Tory  short  time ,  die  work  of  eighteen  hours  wouU  the  important  facts  and  doctrines  of  revealed  r«li- 

bo  demanded  by  their  employers  for  the  price  of  gion,  and  on  the  grand  realities  of  the  life  to  cosoe. 

twelve— particularly  in  all  cases  where  a  suffi-  And,  therefore,  if  the  labouring  dasses  enjoyed  no 

eient  number  of  labourers  can  be  easily  obtained,  regiilar  season  of  repose  for  serious  refledioBi 

In  like  manner,  were  the  Sabbath  to  be  used  as  a  aiM  religious  instruction,  the  objects  ofretigwn 

day  of  laboor,  the  wages  of  seven  days  would  would  soon  be  entirly  neglected,  and  the  impren- 

soon  be  reduced  to  what  is  now  given  tor  the  la-  sion  of  a  future  world  evanish  firom  tho  mind, 

hour  of  six.    In  the  first  insunce,  indeed,  before  But  in  the  wise  arrangements  of  the  benefiegmt 

such  a  change  was  thoroughly  effected,  the  la*  Creator,  an  oppcirtunity  is  afforded  to  all  ranka  <if 

bouring  part  of  tho  community  would  acquire  a  men  fur  cultivating  their  moral  and  mtellecftin] 

seventh  part  more  wages  every  week  than  they  powers,  and  ibr  directing  them  to  the  study  mmI 

did  before ;  and  men  unaocnstomed  to  reflection,  contemplation  of  the  moot  gtorious  and  intercetinx 

and  who  never  look  beyond  a  present  temporary  objects.  As  th^  Sabbath  was  originally  institat- 

advsntage,  would  imagine  that  they  had  acquired  ed  as  a  sacred  memorial  of  the  finishing  of  liw 

a  new  resource  for  inoeasing  their  worldly  gain,  woik  of  creation,  so  it  is  obvious  that  the  oaB»» 

But,  in  a  very  short  time,  when  the  afiairs  t^the  temptation  of  the  fabric  of  the  univefse,  and  of 

social  stato  were  brought  to  a  certain  equilibri-  the  perfections  of  its  Almighty  Autlior  Ihereni 

urn,  they  wonU  be  miserably  undeceived ;  and  displayed,  ought  to  form  one  part  of  the  exerdnes 

the  abdttion  of  Che  Sabbath,  instead  of  bringing  of  this  holy  day ;  and,^Donseqoently,tiMit  Uhistrm- 

■along  with  it  an  fawrsase  of  wealth,  would  carry  tions  of  this  subject  ought  to  be  freqpiently  broo^bi 
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Mvra  iIm  tUw  of  ths  mind  in  those  diMourtef 
which  are  il«liv«red  in  the  Miembliag  of  the 
«ainta.  Since  the  referencei  to  this  subject, 
thruughout  the  whole  oTdirine  re?elalion,  are  so 
frequent  and  so  ctplicit,  it  is  erident,  that  the 
Creator  intended  that  this  amasing  work  of  his 
should  be  contempbted  with  admiration,  and 
make  a  deep  and  reverential  impression  upon 
every  mind.  To  call  to  remembrance  a  period 
when  there  was  no  terraqueous  globe,  no  sun, 
nor  moon,  nor  planets,  nor  starry  firaiament,  when 
darkness  and  inanity  reigned  throughout  the  infi- 
nite void— 4o  listen  to  the  ?oice  of  (Sod  resound- 
ing  through  the  regions  of  boundless  mace, "  lit 
THsas  ■■  uaar;  and  light  was**—- to  behokl 
ten  thousands  of  spacioM  suns  instantly  lighted 
up  at  his  command— to  trace  the  mighty  masses 
of  the  planetary  worlds  projected  firom  tho  hand  of , 
Omnipotence,  and  nmning  their  ample  circuits 
with  a  rapidi^  whieh  overwhelms  our  concep* 
tions  to  contemplate  the  globe  on  which  we 
stand  eSMifing  (ram  darkness  and  confusion  to 
light  and  order ;  adorned  with  diversiiied  scenes 
of  beauty  and  of  sublimity,with  nsountains,  and 
plains,  with  rivers,  and  seas,  and  oceans ;  and 
with  every  variety  of  riiade  and  colour ;  cheered 
with  the  melody  of  the  feathered  songsters,  and 
with  the  voice  of  man,  the  image  of  his  Maker, 
where  a  little  belbre  etomal  sileiMe  had  prevailed, 
—to  reflect  on  the  Abnighty  energy,  the  bound- 
less intelligeooe,  and  the  overflowing  beneficence 
displayed  m  this  amaiing  scene— has  a  tendency 
to  elevate  and  eipand  the  faculties  of  the  human 
mind,  and  to  enite  emotions  of  reverence  and 
adoration  of  the  omnipotent  Creator.  This  is  a 
work  which  theeteraalJehovah  evidently  intend- 
ed to  be  held  in  evoriasting  remembrance,  by  man 
on  earth,  and  by  al  the  iiiabitants  of  the  heaven- 
}j  regions.  It  Is  the  mirror  of  the  Deity,  and 
the  natoiml  image  of  the  inivisible.God ;  and  it 
fiirms  the  grmmim&rk  of  all  those  moral  dis- 
pensations towards  his  intelligent  oApring, 
which  will  run  paimllel  with  eternity  itself.  And, 
therefore,  to  overlook  this  subject  b  the  exercises 
of  the  Sabbath,  is  to  throw  a  veil  over  the  glories 
of  ihe  Deity,  to  disregard  the  admonitions  of  his 
word,  and  to  cootenm  one  of  the  most  magnifi- 
cent and  astonishing  displays  of  Divine  pemo> 
tion.  <*  By  the  word  of  Jehovah  were  the  hea- 
vens made,  and  all  the  host  of  them,  by  the  breath 
of  his  mouth.  He  gatherelh  the  waters  of  the 
sea  together  as  an  iMap,  he  layeth  op  the  depth 
in  storehouses.  Let  all  the  earth  fear  the  Lord ; 
let  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  stand  in  awe 
of  him.  For  he  spake,  and  it  was  done,  he  oooa- 
Inanded,  ^  it  stood  Ikst.*' 

This  is  a  coomiand  which  nsver  was  abrogat- 
ed, and  which  never  can  be  abrogated  in  relation 
to  any  intelligent  beings,  so  kmg  as  the  Creator 
exists,  and  so  kmg  as  the  oniverse  remains  as  a 
msasorial  of  Ms  power  and  btelligenoe.  Those 
•acred  iOB|B  which  are  rscorded  in  acripture  for 


directing  the  train  of  our  devotional  szercises, 
are  full  of  this  subject,  and  contain  spechnens  of 
elevated  sentiments,  of  sublime  devotion,  incom* 
parably  superior  to  what  Is  to  be  found  in  any 
other  record,  whether  ancient  or.  modem.*  But 
man,  whose  unhanowed  hand  poQotes  and  de- 
grades every  portion  of  revelation  which  he  at- 
tempts to  improve,  has  either  endeavoured  to 
set  aside  the  literal  and  sublime  references  of 
these  divine  compositions,  or  to  substitute  in 
their  place  the  vague  and  extravagant  fimcies 
of  weak  and  injudicious  minds,  for  directinc 
the  devotional  exercises  of  Christian  churches.f 
As  the  book  of  Gbd  b  the  only  correct  standard 
of  religious  worship,  so  our  devotional  exercises 
both  in  public  and  m  private,  ought  to  be  chiefly, 
if  not  solely,  directed  by  the  examples  of  devo- 
tion contained  in  the  inspired  writings,  which 
are  calculated  to  regidate  and  enliven  the  pious 
exeicises  of  men  of  every  age  and  of  every  clime. 
But,  the  celebration  of  the  work  of  creation  if 
not  the  only,  nor  the  principal  exercise  to  which 
we  are  called  on  the  Clvistian  sabbath.  Had 
man  continued  in  primeval  innocence,  this  would 
probably  have  constituted  his  ^ief  employment. 
But  he  is  now  called  to  celebrate,  in  conjunction 
with  this  exercbe,  a  most  glorious  deliverance 
from  sin  and  misery,  effected  by  the  Redeemer 
of  mankind.  And,  for  this  reason,  the  Sabbath 
has  been  changed  from  the  seventh  u>  the  JIrm 
day  of  the  week,  in  memorial  of  the  resurrection 
of  Christ,  when  he  was  "  declared  to  be  the  Son 


*  Bee  partlenltrij  Ps&has  8, 18,  li, «.  at,  61,  ••. 

68,14,  88,  H,  93,  M,  as,  ••.  lee,  104,  197,  111,  IIS,  11% 
tat,  14S,  141, 147.  148,  *o.  *0. 

*  I  here  sHude  to  several  collections  of  Sfymnt 
Which  have  been  Introduced  into  the  pobHe  worship 
orchrisiian  sootetlei  many  of  which,  containanum* 
berof  vague  and  Injodldoos  sentiments,  and  sxtrava* 
gant  fancies,  while  they  entlreljr  omit  many  of  those 
sul^u  on  which  the  inspired  writers  delight  to  ex* 
patlate.  This  position  could  easly  be  illustrated  by 
abundance  of  examples,  were  tt  expedient  la  this 
place.  I  am  ilronly  or  opinion,  tliat  the  pimlses  of  the 
Christian  church  ought  to  be  celebrated  in  Serlpture- 
Umgvag&-tYmi  selections  for  this  purpose  snoald 
be  made  from  the  book  of  Psalms,  the  Prophets,  and 
the  New  Testament  writers,  which  shall  embodjr 
everjr  sentiment  expressed  in  the  original,  without 
glou  or  comment,  and  be  as  nearly  as  possible  hi 
the  very  words  of  Scripture.  This  has  been  partly 
eAscted  in  many  of  ilie  Psalms  contained  in  metrical 
version,  used  in  the  Scottish  Church,  in  which  slm* 
pliclty,  and  subllmliy,  and  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
original;  are  beautlftilly  exempiilled.  In  this  cane 
there  wouU  be  no  need  for  a  sepamte  hymn-book 
for  Baptists,  Methodists,  Independents,  Presbyteri 
ans,  and  Episcopalians.  But,  when  a  poet  takes  an 
insulated  passage  of  Scripture,  and  spins  out  a  dox- 
sn  stansas  about  it,  he  m.«y  Interweave,  and  most 
frequently  does,  as  many  ihncles  of  hLi  own  as  he 
pleases.  VTere  the  Ideas  contained  in  certain  hymns 
to  be  painted  on  canvass,  they  wouU  represent,  el 
ther  a  congeries  of  cloodsand  mists,  ora  group  of  dls* 
torted  and  unnatural  otjects.  And  why  should  such 
vagus  Iknciss,  and  inJudidoos  representations*  be 
Imposed  on  a  Christian  assembly  t  What  a  disgrace 
Is  throvmupon  Christianity,  when  the  dlil^rent  sseta 
of  Christians  cannot  contially  join  together  in  the 
soHM  sofl#s  of  thanksgiving  and  pialaa  to  tbeif  < 
mon  Fatherand  Loro' 
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cf  God  with  power.**  lo  thb  deliverance,  aa  «re  mbjeet  to  the  nme  wanttand  infirtthl— ,iw 
in  the  lirBt  creation,  a  variety  of  the  grandeat  ezpoaed  to  the  laine  eorrowe  and  afflietiona,  aad 
and  moiit  interesting  objecta  it  present^  to  our  itand  in  need  of  the  aame  bteeaaiife  from  God^-* 
view : — ^The  Son  of  God  manifotted  in  the  flesh  it  is  highly  reasonable  end  becoming,  that  tbey 
— the  moral  im^ige  of  the  invisible  Creator  em^  should  frequenilv  meet  together,  to  offer  op  la 
Dodied  in  a  human  form,  displaying  every  hea*  unison  their  thanksgiving  ajadpratae  to  their  oooik 
venly  disposition,  and  every  divine  virtue,  peiw  mon  Bene&ctor,  and  lo  supplicate  the  throne  ^ 
forming  a  series  of  the  most  astonishing  and  bene-  hit  mercy.  These  ezerciaes  are  connected  with 
ficent  miracles,  giving  sight  to  the  blind,  and  a  variety  of  mteresting  and  important  asaseia- 
bearing  to  die  deaf,  nuiking  the  lame  man  leap  tions.  In  the  pubKc  assemblies  where  rellgioaa 
as  a  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  to  sing,  re-  worship  is  performed,  "  the  rich  ami  the  poor 
atoring  the  infuriated  maniac  to  the  exeroite  of  meet  together."  Within  the  same  walls,  ihoaa 
reason,  commanding  diseases  to  fly  at  the  signal  who  would  never  have  met  in  any  other  circom- 
of  a  touch,  recalling  departed  spirits  from  the  in-  aiances,  are  placed  exactly  in  the  same  sitnaiion 
visible  world,  raising  the  dead  to  lile,  and,  on  before  Him  in  whose  prseence  all  earthly  di^ 
every  occasion)  imparting  heavenly  instructions  tinctions  evanish,  and  who  is  the  hord,  and  '*  ifaa 
to  attending  multitudes.  We  behold  this  illus-  Maker  of  them  all."  Here,  pride  and  haughli- 
trious  personage  suspended  on  the  croas,  encom-  ness  are  abased ;  all  are  placed  on  the 
passed  with  the  watera  of  aflliction,  and  with  level  as  sinners  before  Him  *'  who  ia  of 
the  agonies  of  death ;  the  veil  r^the  temple  rent  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity ;  the  loftiness  of  i 
in  twain,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom— the  rocks  is  bumbled,  the  poor  are  raised  from  the  doat,  and 
of  mount  Calvary  rent  asundei^^the  sun  covered  the  Lord  alone'  is  exalted  in  the  courts  of  hie  hein 
with  blackness— -darkness  surrounding  the  whole  ness.  Here,  cleanliness  and  decency  of  apfwni 
land  of  Judea — the  graves  opening—the  dead  are  to  be  seen,  and  human  nature  appears,  both 
arising,  and  the  Prince  of  Life  consigned  to  the  in  its  physical  and  its  moral  grandeur.*  Hera, 
mansions  of  the  tomb.  On  the  third  morning  civility  of  deportment,  and  kindhr  aflbdiona  ara 
after  this  solemn  scene,  **  a  great  earthquake^  generally  displayed.  Here,  we  md  oorsdvasia 
having  shaken  the  sepuldire  of  the  Saviour,  we  Uie  imnwdiate  presence  of  Him  before  whcnn  ■■ 
behola  him  bursting  the  prison-doors  of  the  tomb,  nations  are  aa  the  drop  of  a  budiet ;  ara  fed  oar 
and  awakening  to  a  new  life,  which  shall  never  guilty  and  dependant  character,  and  stand,  aa 
end<— we  heboid  celestial  messengers,  in  respleo-  suppliants,  fnr  mercy  to  pardon,  and  Ibr  grnea  la 
dent  forms,  descending  from  the  ethereal  regions  help  us  in  the  time  of  need.  Here,  knowlcdgo 
lo  announce  to  his  disconsolate  disciples,  that  oCihe  most  important  kind  is  communicated  fa 
he  who  was  dead  "  is  alive,  and  lives  for  ever-  assembled  multitudes,  almost  '*  without  mc— y 
more;*'  we  behold  him,  at  length,  bestowing  his  and  without  price.**  Here,  the  poorest  beggar, 
last  benediction  on  his  faithful  followers,  rising  the  youth,  and  the  man  of  hoary  hairs,  may  lenm 
above  the  confines  of  this  earthly  ball,  winging  his  the  character  of  the  true  Grod,  and  of  Jcana 
way  on  a  resplendent  cloud,  attended  by  myriads  Christ  whom  he  hath  sent— the  way  to  atemal 
ofangels,  through  distant  regions  which  "  eye  hath  happiness — the  sources  of  consolation  under  dm 
not  seen  ;**  and  entering  **  into  heaven  itself,  there  afflictions  af  life— and  the  duties  they  ova  la 
to  appear  in  the  preseitce  of  God  for  us.**  In  their  Creator,  and  to  all  mankind.  In  a  amrdp 
the  redemption  achieved  by  this  glorious  person,  here  the  sinner,  in  the  midst  of  bis  onhaUowed 
we  are  directed  to  look  back  on  that  scene  of  courses,  is  aroused  to  consideration ;  and  hero 
misery  in  which  sin  has  involved  the  human  the  aaint  is  animated  and  enoouraged  in  hia 
race,  and  to  those  "  regions  of  sorrow  and  dole-  Christian  journey,  and  enjoya  a  foretasie  of  the 
fill  shades,"  from  which  his  mercy  has  delivered  blessedness  of  heaven,  and  an  earnest  of  the  de- 
ns \  and  to  look  forward  to  a  complete  deliverance  lightful  intercourses  and  employmenia  of  "  the 
from  moral  evil,  to  a  resurrection  &om  the  grave,  saints  in  light.** 

to  a  general  assembly  of  the  whole  race  of  Adam  Let  us  now  suppose,  for  a  moment,  thai  tha 

—to  the  destruction  and  renovation  of  this  vast  Sabbath,  and  its  exercises,  were aataoaal^  aio> 

globe  on  which  we  dwell,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  Unhed  from  the  civilized  world.    What  wooM  be 

uninterrupted  felicity,  in  brighter  regions,  while  the  consequences?    The  knowledge  of  the  traa 

countless  ages  roll  away. — Such  are  some  of  the  God,  which  the  institution  of  die  Sabbath,  amra 

sublime  and  interesting  objects  which  we  are  than  any  other  mean,  has  tended  to  perpetuate, 

called  upon  to  contemplate  and  to  celebrate  on  would  soon  be  lost,  his  worship  abandoned,  and 

the  day  appointed  for  the  Christian  sabbath — ob-  religion  and  moral  principle  buried  dki  the  dnst. 

iects  whi<di  have  a  tendency  to  inspire  the  mind  In  Pagan  cooBtries,  where  iho  SaBiath  is  mn 

with  sacred  joy,  and  with  an  anticipation  of  no-  .,^^^  ^  strUdna  contrast,  even  In  a  rHjilcil 

ble  employments  in  the  life  to  come.  ppmt  of  view,  it  pretcnted  between  a  tooSmm- 

Agam,  the  Sabbath  was  appointed  as  a  stated  seml)l7  of  Chrlstmn  worsMppefs,  and  the  hMeana 

kind  are  connected  by  innumerable  ties,  as  they  Hollander. 
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known,  the  tnie  GKm)  is  never  adored,  the  iohI  of  and  have  been  genemtly  considered  as  enjoin* 

man  is  debased,  and  prostrates  ilnelf  before  the  ing  the  practice  of  pit^f,  or  those  doties  which 

sun  and  moon,  and  even  before  deooos,  mon-  more  immediately  respect  Gbd  as  their  object, 

stars,  insects,  reptiles,  and  blocks  of  wood  and  Bat  they  also  indude  the  duties  we  owe  to  eiv- 

stone.    In  France,  where  the  Sabbath  was  for  tdvei;  for  in  yielding  obedience  to  these  require- 

a  season  abolished,  at  oipious  phantom,  called  ments,  we  promote  our  best  interests  in  this 

the  Goddess  of  Reason,  was  suhstiiuted  in  the  world,  and  are  gradually  prepared  for  participa* 

room  of  the  Ossnipoient  and  Eternal  God ;  the  ting  in  the  enjoyments  of  the  world  to  come. 

Bible  was  heU  np  to  ridicule,  and  committed  to  These  laws  are  binding  upon  angels  and  arcb> 

the  flames;  man  was  degraded  to  the  level  of  angels,  and  upon  every  class  of  intelligent  beings, 

the  brutes ;  his  mind  was  assimilated  to  a  piece  in  whatever  quarter  of  the  universe  their  local 

ef  clay,  and  the  cheering  proepects  of  imroortali-  residence  may  be  found,  as  well  as  upon  the  ii>- 

ty  were  transformed  into  the  shades  of  an  eternal  habitants  of  the  earth.    The  fourth  command* 

^ight.    Atheism,  Scepticism,  and  Fatalism,  al-  ment,  indeed,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  portieMlor 

■Mst  universally  prevailed ;  the  laws  of  morality  portion  of  ft'ms  to  be  set  apart  for  the  worship  of 

were  trampled  under  foot ;  and  anarchy,  plots,  God,  may  possibly  be  peculiar  to  the  inhabitants 

assassinations,  massacres,  and  legalized  phinder,  cf  our  world.    Even  although  the  inhabitants  of 

became  "  the  order  of  the  day  ."—-With  the  loss  such  a  world  as  the  planet  Jupiter  were  com* 

of  the  knowledge  of  God,  all  impressions  of  the  manded  to  set  apart  every  seventh  natural  day 

Divine  presence,  and  all  sense  of  accountable-  for  the  stated  public  worship  of  GK)d,  the  propor- 

ness  for  human  actions,  would  be  destroyed.  The  tion  of  absolute  time  alkitted  for  this  purpose, 

restraints  of  religion,  and  the  prospect  of  a  future  would  not  be  the  same  as  ours ;  for  the  natural 

judgniMit,  wouU  bo  longer  deter  from  the  com-  day  in  that  world  is  equal  to  only  tm  houra  of 

mission  of  crimes  ;  and  nothing  but  the  dread  our  time.    But  the  spirit  of  this  precept,  or,  the 

of  the  dungeon,  the  gibbet,  or  the  rack,  would  principle  on  which  it  is  founded,  must  be  common 

restrain  mankind  from  tho  constant  perpetration  to  all  worlds.    For  we  can  oonoeivtf  of  no  dasa 

of  cruelty,  mjustice,  and  deeds  of  violence.    No  of  intelligent  creatures,  on  whom  it  is  not  obli- 

social  prayers,  from  assembled  multitudes,  would  gatory  to  devote  a  certab  portion  of  time  for  the 

be  offered  up  to  the  Father  of  mercies ;  no  voice  social  worship  and  adoration  of  their  Creator/ 

of  thanksgiving  and  praise  would  ascend  to  the  and  for  commemorating  the   dbplays  of  bin 

Ruler  of  the  skies;  the  work  of  creation,  as  Power  and  Benevolence;  and  all  holy  intelli- 

displaying  the  perfections  of  the  Deity,  would  gences  will  cheerfully  join  in  such  exercises,  and 

cease  to  be  admired  tnd  commemorated ;  and  will  consider  it  as  a  most  ennobling  and  delight- 

the  movements  of  Providence,  and  the  glories  of  ful  pffviiege,  to  engage  at  stated  seasons,  alon| 

redemption,  would  be  overiooked  and  disregard-  with  iheir  fellow-worshippeiv,  in  admiring  and 

ed.    The  pursuit  of  the  objects  of  time  and  sense,  extolling  the  Uncreated  Source  of  their  enjoy- 

which  can  be  enjoyed  only  for  a  few  fleeting  ments.    But  the  stated  seasons  appointed  by  the 

yean,  would  absorb  every  facuhy  of  the  soul ;  Creator  for  such  solemn  acts  of  worship,  the 

and  the  realities  of  tlie   eternal  world  would  manner  and  circumstances  in  which  they  riiall 

either  be  forgotten,  or  regarded  as  idle  dreams,  be  performed,  and  the  number  of  worshippere  that 

In  short,  were  the  Sabbath  abolished,  or,  were  may  assemble  on  such  occasions,  may  be  difie* 

the  law  which  enforces  its  observance  to  be  re-  rent  in  different  worlds,  according  to  the  situn- 

versed,  man  wouM  be  doomed  to  spend' his  moiw  tions  in  which  they  are  placed, 

tal  existence  in  an  unbroken  series  of  incessant  The  fifth  commandment,  to  whieb  I  am  now  to 

labour  and  toil ;  his  mental  powers  would  Ian-  advert,  is  one  of  those  moral  regulations  which 

guish,  and  his  bodily  strength  would  be  speedily  may  possibly  be  peculiar  to  the  relations  wh^di 

wasted.    Habits  of  cleanliness,' civility  of  deport-  exist  in  our  world ;  at  least,  it  cannot  be  suppo- 

ment,  and  decency  of  apparel,  would  be  disre-  sed  to  apply  to  the  inhabitants  of  any  worU 

garded  ;  and  the  persons,  and  the  habitations  of  where  the  relations  of  parents  and  chiMren,  of 

the  labouring  classes,  would  soon  reseiiri>le  the  superiore  and  inferlore,  sre  altogether  unknown, 

filthiness  and  the  wretched  objects  which  are  But,  in  the  circumstances  in  wdiich  man  is  plao- 

seen  in  the  kraal  of  a  Hotieniol.    Their  minds  ed,  it  is  a  law  indispensably  requbife  for  pre- 

wodd  neither  be  cheered  with  the  prospect  of  sea-  serving  the  order  and  happiness  of  the  social 

tons  of  stated  repose  in  this  world,  nor  with  the  system.— It  requires  the  exercise  of  those  dia* 

hope  of  eternal  rest  and  joy  in  the  world  to  come,  positions,  and  the  performance  of  those  duties, 

TRS  nrrn  comcAtroMiHT. 


which  are  incumbent  upon  mankind,  milks 
rieuo  rdmHonM  m  isAaeA  At^  attmd  to  oath  othtr. 


««  n-imm.-  <k.  Wnih^  m»l  th«  RA^fc.. »»  **»  oonsoqucntly,  inchides  within  its  spirit  and 

Honour  thy  FaUm  and  th^f  JtfeMo-.  references,  the  duties  which  children  owe  to  their 

The  four   preceding  eoqnnandments,  whose  parenta,  and  parents  to  their  ehiUren;  thedutiea 

Importance  I  have  endeavoured  to  ilhistrate,  were  of  husbands  and  wires,  of  masters  and  servants, 

written  on  a  sepva&3  tablet  from  those  that  follow,  of  teachers  and  scholars,  of  broihen  and  sin* 
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*an,  «f  ihiB  fonng  ud  the  old,  and  of  ^overnon  the  tged  and  infinn  with  efoiy  tmkitmn, 

and  ihoir  tobjooU;  together  with  all  ihoae  die-  deriiian,  and  contempt;  and  would ftd » diik^ 

poaitiona  of  reverence,  aubmiaaten,  affection,  lical  delight  in  ▼cuBg,thwartng,  and  ofMpie» 

gmtitude,  and  reapect,  with  which  the  perform  ing  their  auperiory  in  age  and  staiioB.  N«a- 

mance  of  theae  duttea  ought  to  be  accompanied,  atnictiona  eoohi  be  communicated  bj  tcacfaenoi 

It  muat  alao  be  conaidered  aa  forbidding  every  guardiana  to  the  rising  generation ;  fer  ii*i  » 

thing  that  ia  oppoaed  to  theae  dispoaitiona,  and  aolenee,  inanlt,  deriaion,  and  contcayt,  wm 

to  the  obedience  required ;  aa  contumacy,  re-  froatrate  every  eflbrt  to  communicate  fcawMp 

bellion,  and  want  of  reapect,  on  the  part  of  chiU  to  a  youthful  group.    No  building  aoroikr  ms 

dren  towarda  their  paienta ;  diaobedience  of  aer^  of  ait  could  be  commenced  wiA  theeertnpmj 

vanta  to  the  reaaonable  commanda  of  tbeir  maa-  pact  of  being  ever  6niahed ;  for  inpingrenwi 

tera ;  and  every  principle  of  diaaifection  and  of  depend  upon  the  wbima  and  kamanv» 

inaubordination  among  the  varioua  ranka  of  ao-  workmen  employed,  who,  of  eoorN,  mm  » 

defy.    That  all  thiaia  included  wilhin  the  range  joice  in  endeavouring  to  fruatrata  the  pkia  ui 

of  thia  precept,  might  be  proved  from  the  princi-  wiahei  of  their  employers.    No  regaltr  pf» 

plea  on  which  our  Saviour  ezplaina  the  aiwtk  and  ment  nor  aubordinntion  in  a  largo  conmn^ 

aevenih  commaadmenta,  in  hia  Sermon  on  the  could  poaaibly  eziat ;  ibr  the  great  iBMia>o^ 

Mount,  and  from  the  ilkiatrationa  of  theae  dutiea  ty  wouki  endeavour  to  protect  every  deiRfWr 

whkh  are  given  in  the  Apoatolk  epiatlea,  and  and  would  form  themaelvea  into  a  let|De  ^P*; 

in  other  parto  of  Scripture.  vent  the  elocution  of  the  lawa.    *rbwej*" 

Aa  it  forma  no  part  of  my  phn,  to  enter  into  wouM  inevitably  Mlow,  even  aldMOgb  m  f^ 

any  paitioular  ezplanationa  of  the  dutiea  required  quiaition  contained  in  thia  precept,  wen  ^ 

In  the  Decalogue,  which  have  frequently  b«^en  viewed  aa  oon6ned  aolely  to  the  revofOBCcui 

opounded  by  many  reapeetable  writora,  in  worki  obedience  which  children  owe  u>  thoir  r*J** 

particularly  appropriated  to  thia  object,— I  ahaH  For,  were  this  obedience  withdrawn, Mdio^' 

simply  illuatrate,  in  a  few  words,  the  reaaonable-  poaite  dispoaitioo  and  conduct  ™>>"'*^j"'^ 

epta,  from  a  feated,  the  young  would  oairy  the  turn  *J» 


of  thia,  and  the  foltowmg  precepta, ,  —  ^ — „ .         i^--^ 

•oaakleration  of  the  effecta  which  wouM  follow,  tiona  which  they  diaplayed  towanfa  ^r^ 

were  theee  lawa  either  untvenally  obaerved,  or  into  all  the  other  scenes  sad  relatitioi « '"^^ 

Miversally  violated.  fiU  the  workl  with  anarchy  and  ^o^*??^^ 

Were  thia  law  to  be  roTeraad,  or  univermlly  it  would  be  needleia  to  eipatiate  flau*  <^ 


violated,  it  ia  impomible  to  form  an  adequate  it  appean  obvioua  to  the  least  w*^  ^ 

eonoeptkm  of  the  dreadlUl  acene  of  anarchy  and  that  a  univeraal  violation  of  thia  law  ^^^J^ 

oonfrxsion    which    wouU    immediately  enaue.  tuhinge  the  whole  labrie  of  Mo^i  ""V^^i 

Every  aocial  tie  would  be  torn  asunder,  every  aoon  put  an  end  to  the  harmoaiooi  lalMCO"" 


relation  inverted,  erery  principle  of  auboidina-  human  beings.  mitm 

tkm  deatroyed,  every  ^erament  overturned.        On  the  other  hand,  a  oonataat  ■m      ^ 

every  rank  and  order  of  mankind  annihilated,  obedience  to  thia  precept  would  p"*"^^ 

and  the  whole  aaaembly  of  human  beinga  coin  effects  on  the  deformed  sspeet  ^J^,  ^ 

verted  into  a  diaoordant  mass  cf  lawleaa  bandiw  would  transform  it  into  a  V'^TJt^ 

ti.    Every  fiunily  would  preaent  a  aoene  of  riot,  beauty,  of  happinem  and  love.    J^T^^^ 

confoaion,  insubordination,  contention,  hatred,  would  exhibit  a  picture  of  poaoe  aad  oon^ 

tumult,  and  ioeeaaant  execration.    Inatead  of  harmony  and  affection.    Ho  ^^"^zl^j^ 

love,  peaee^  unity,  and  obedianoe,  the  eon  would  language,  no  atrifes,  nor  i****  ??^?fadp 

riae  in  rebeUion  againat  his  &ther,  and  the  fruher  would  ever  interrupt  the  <^^*S^"'^°?^^ 

wouk)  inault  and  trample  imder  foot  his  aon.  To  rocal  afiection  between  parents  aaaoaMMW' 

vae  the  worda  of  our  Saviour,  ^  The  brother  longer  shouM  we  behoU  the  litde  per««^  ^ 

would  deliver  up  the  brother  to  death,  and  the  ben  of  the  domestic  circle,  inddgisS  ^,^ 

father  the  chiU ;  and  the  children  would  riae  up  humours,  and  endeavouring  to  !^f^  .  pg^ 

against  their  parenta,  and  cauae  them  to  be  put  of  their  superiors,   nor  the  ''^^iL.  «f  ^ 

to  death;  the  daughter  would  be  aet  at  variance  atamping  and  raging  at  tbe  ^^'^^^^ 

against  her  mother,  and  the   daughter-in-law  children  ;  nor  shouki  we  hear  the  C^T"^  » 

agaioat  her  motherwia-law ;  and  a  man's  foea  of  discord,  and  insubordinatioa  ^vf^  ^^ 

wouk)  be  they  of  hia  own  hooaehoU."    ChiUren  frequen  tly  issue  from  the  ftnily  ''1'!!!^?  J^ 

would  be  improvided  with  proper  food,  dothbg,  parental    command   wookl  be  ^f^U  |fl«^ 

and  instruction,  and  left  to  wander,  houaeleM  promptly  obeyed.     ^^^'^'^^/J^lLMttoeti^ 

and  forlorn,  as  vagabonda  on  the  &ce  of  the  earth ;  tion  would  gk>w  hi  every  7°"^  ^T^Lnoihi' 

and  parenta,  abandoned  by  their  children,  in  aick-  the  father  that  begat  him,  and  towania       ^ 

ness,  poverty,  and  okl  age,  wouU  aink  into  the  that  gave  him  birth.    Their  f'^'^'^^^tiai^ 

grave  in  wretchednem  and  deapair.    The  young,  charactera  wouM  he  regarded^  ^"\_j^  K 
mslead  of  **  rising  up  before  the  hoary  head,  and     and  respect,  and  their  admonitionf  'I^^a^ 

hoBiuring  the  &ce  of  the  oMman,"  wouki  treat  without  a  murmur  or  oompiv'''       '^ 
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ll«  Hcam  of  their  ptrwli,  to  rao  at  the  leut  mately  dapoDd  oo  the  wpixit  of  filitt  piety  brinff 

^               lignal  of  their  mil,  to  share  in  their  heaignant  ir^ed  into  evenf  familj.    "  Honoar  thy  fiitfa«f 

1*                smiie  or  approbetioo,  and  to  avoid  every  ipeciet  an.l  thy  mother,    eays  the  Apoetle,  **  which  is 

*^               of  conduct  that  would  produce  the  least  uneafi-  the  first  commandnieotwith  promiae;  that  ituitgf 

^               Hess  or  paio— wonld  be  the  unceasing  aim  of  aQ  be  teeff  f0Uk  thte,  and  that  tkou  majful  fins  lonjf 

i>^               the  yoaihful  members  of  the  family  circle.    In  t^pen  the  eoiM***    These  words,  whfeh  are  fr^ 

^              sickness,  they  would  smooth  their  pillows,  and  quently  repeated  in  Scripture,  are  not  empty 

90              alleviate  their  sorrows,  watch    like  guardian  sounds;  nor  ought  they  to  he  deprived,  even 

^               angels  around  their  bed,  drop  the  tear  of  afiec-  unde*  the  Christian  dispensation,  of  thev  obvious 

il^               tion,  and  pour  the  balm  of  consolation  into  their  and  literal  meaning.    Filial  piety  has  a  natural 

iiH               wounded  spirits.    In  the  decline  of  life,  they  tendency  to  produce  heahht  lone  lite,  and  proo- 

;irti               wouM  minister  with  tenderness  to  their  support  perity ;  and  oouU  we  trace  the  wbde  of  the  secret 

gi               and  enioynent,  guide  their  feeble  steps,  sympa-  history  of  Providence  in  reference  to  this  precept, 

i0              thize  with  them  in  dieir  infirmities,  cheer  and  we  should,  doubdeas,  find  this  position  abundantly 

^               animate  their  dejected  spirits,  and  render  their  exemplified*    At  any  rate,  were  it  univeraally 

J«               peMBM  to  the  tomb  smooth  and  comfortable,  practised,  it  would  carry  along  with  it  a  train  of 

^^^              And  how  delighted  wouM  every    parent  feel  blessings  which  wooM  convert  the  tumulu  and 

fwt              amidst  sudi  displays  of  tenderness  and  affection !  eonvulsioos  of  nations  into  peace  and  tranquiQity , 

fi0              There  is  perhaps  nothing  in  the  whole  range  of  and  transform  the  moral  wUdemess  of  this  worid 

0$              human  eiijoyment  that  creates  a  higher  and  more  into  a  scene  of  verdure,  beaoty,  and  k>veline8B, 

^)              unmingled  gratification  to  parents,  than  the  dut*-  which  would  enrapture  (be  mind  of  every  moral 

,^              ful  and  affectionate  conduct  of  their  offspring.  It  intelligence ;  and    among    its  other   benefits, 

^              tweetens  all  ihe  bitter  ingredients  of  human  Ufe,  **  length  of  days,  and  loi^  life  and  peace,"  wookt 

^^f              and  adds  a  relish  to  all  its  other  comforts  and  en-  undoubtedly  '* be  added**  to  the  other  eigoynMiila 

^             joyments.     It  imparts  a  continual  satisflMcioa  of  mankind. 

■ii^              and  serenity  to  the  parental  breast;  it  smooths  -«r«  ••-•-,  ^^wm**-^.—— 
r^              ths  wrmkms  of  ase;  it  cheers  the  spirits  under 

4-  the  infirmities  of  declining  natuTD,  and  makes  the  „  ,m.  .^,  . . «.  „  . 
2  <l5i»g  bed  of  old  age  comfortable  and  easy.  And  Aneuenaatutmu. 
2  the  joy  and  satis&ctioo  thus  folt  by  parenU  wouM  This  precept  forbids  the  takbg  away  of  thn 
*^  be  reflected  into  the  bosom  of  their  children ;  life  of  sensitive  or  intelligen*  existence.  The 
fT  which  would  produce  a  union  of  interests,  a  oorw  oooamand  is  aAselKTe,  without  the  least  oioep* 
^  diality  of  affection,  and  a  peace  and  tranquillity  tion,  as  it  stands  in  the  Deca'ogiw;  and  it  is 
■f",  of  mind  in  every  member  of  the  family,  which  no  miwnaZ,  extending  to  every  rational  and  moral 
^  adverse  occurrence  in  future  life  could  ever  efllbc*  agent.  It  implies  that,  as  every  sensitive  and 
^  tually  deetroy.  every  intelligent  being  derived  its  eiistenoe 
i^  From  the  fitmily  circle  the  emanations  of  filial  from  the  omnipotent  Creator  ofbeaven  and  earth, 
piety  would  apread  and  diffuse  themselves  through  no  one  has  a  right  to  depriTe  it  of  that  exislence, 
Y  fttl  the  other  departmenu  of  society.  The  same  except  that  Being  by  whom  it  was  bestowed. 
dr  spirit  of  love  and  dutifol  respect  which  united  And,  whatever  exoeptioos  to  the  universality  of 
!■'  and  endeared  parents  to  children,  and  children  this  law  may  be  admitted,  they  can  be  admitted 
1^  to  parents,  would  unite  one  fomily  to  another,  only  on  the  authority  of  the  Lawgiver  hunself, 
I '  one  village  to  another,  one  city  to  another,  one  who  ts  the  Original  Fountain  of  existence  to  all 
t^  province  to  another,  one  kingdom  and  empire  to  his  creatures.  The  principal  exceptions  to  this 
another,  liHall  the  tribes  of  the  human  race  were  Uw  are  the  following  ^—1.  The  man  who  has 
united  in  kutdness  and  affection,  as  one  great  violently  taken  away  the  life  of  another  is  eom- 
and  harmonious  fiimily.  Every  dutiful  child  n^nAmj^  by  the  authority  of  Qod,  to  be  put  to 
would  become  a  faithfol  and  obedient  servant,  a  death.  <*  Whoeo  sheddeth  man's  blood,  by  man 
doefle  scholar,  and  a  loyal  and  submissive  sub-  shall  his  blood  he  shed."  This  is  the  dictate  of 
ject,  when  placed  in  thoee  relations ;  and  would  reason  as  well  as  of  revehktion ;  for  no  homan 
prove  a  blessing  and  an  ornament  to  every  so-  power  can  recall  the  departed  spirit  or  re-animate 
ciety  of  which  he  was  a  member.  And  every  the  lifeless  corpse,  and  no  adequate  compensation 
dutiful  and  affectionate  parent,  when  placed  in  can.  ever  be  given  for  such  a  crime.*  t.  The 
the  station  of  a  king,  or  a  subordinate  ruler,  would  lifo  of  the  tower  mim^l*  is  permitted  fagr  the  same 
display  a  parental  affection  towards  every  mem- 
ber of  the  community  over  which  he  was  appoint*  •  Motwtthslandlnf  the  cemlderattons  here  stated, 
ed.    Hence  it  might  easily  be  shown ,  that  an  un-  the  Autlior  it  douUral  whether  the  Crsetor  has  eon* 

f               gle  precept,  viewed  m  all  its  connexions  and  mioied  oughi  to  he  contldeieil  as  a  fn^MmtetiM 

^               bearings,  wooh)  completely  reaanerate  the  world  .  than  a  law.  as  Is  most  probnhle,  It  wlH  aflhrl  no  war^ 

I                       ^^wy/k  tl«t  »hM  iMMM    ika  tiAnnnnw    •■mI  f  K«  nm«.  ^*^^  ^'  'hO  destruction  Of  hunuOl  II A  J  Sttd  thSTO  iS 

f               ^-and  that  ttie  peace,  the  harmony,  and  th©  proe-  ^  ^^^  Intanctloo  of  this  kind  which  has  any  mla. 

f               perite  of  al  ths  natiOM  of  tbs  earth,  will  ult»-  asp  to  theWew  Testamsct  dlspemaHsft 
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mmboritj  to  be  taken  mway  whtn  tiitm  ammab  an  iag  the  principle  of  murder,  «■  wel  ts  die  dSrett 
mtaumwyfir  mirjoodi  or  wkan  tfcey  endtmgtr  our  Acts  of  suicide,  duelling,  and  aaeaestnation ;  tiia, 
eautenot.    Thie  permiMion  was  first  granted,  in>  consequently,  as  vblatioRs  of  that   hw  wludi 
■Mdiateiy  after  the  flood,  to  Noah  and  hisdesoeni-  extends  to  the  secret  purposes  of  the  bpart,  as 
danls.    "  Ghid  said  to  Noah  and  his  sons ;  every  well  as  to  the  eztemal  actions.    Even  unrets8»> 
thing  that  nnoveih  shall  be  meat  tar  you ;  even  able  anger,  malice,  and  scurrility  are  dedarrf 
at  the  green  herb  have  I  given  you  all  things."  by  our  Saviour  to  be  a  species  of  nrarder :  <'  Wbe- 
Wtthout  such  a  positive  grant  from  the  Creator,  soever  is  angry  with  his  brother  without  a  cans^ 
man  could  have  had  no  more  right  to  take  away  shall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment,  and  wbow 
the  life  of  an  oz  or  a  sheep,  than  he  has  to  imbrue  ever  shall  say  to  his  brodier,  ttata^  that  is,  thai 
his  hands  in  ihe  blood,  or  to  feast  on  the  flesh  of  worthless  empty  (ellow,  "  shall  be  in  danger  <f 
his  fdk>w-men.    To  take  the  life  of  any  sensitive  the  council."*    Life  n  desirable  only  as  it  is 
being,  and  to  feed  on  its  flesh,  appears  incompa-  connected  with  enjoyment,  and,  therefore,  wha 
tible  with  a  state  of  innocence ;  am),  therefore,  no  a  man  treata  his  brother  with  such  a  degree  oC 
such  grant  was  given  to  Adam  in  paradise ;  nor  hatred  and  scurrility,  as  to  rentier  his  esisieiies 
does  it  appear  that  the  Antedeluvians,  notwith-  either  unpleasant  or  intolerable,  he  ought  to  be 
■tanding  theilr  enormous  crimes,  ever  feasted  on  ranked  among  the  class  of  muiderera.    For  the 
liie  flesh  of  animals.     It  appears  to  have  been  a  apostle  John  declares,  without  the  Teast  limits- 
grant  suited  only  to  the  degraded  state  of  man  tion,  that  "  whosoever  hatelh  hia  brother  is  a 
after  the  deluge ;  and,  it  is  probable,  that  as  fie  murderer,  and  he  that  loveth  not  his  braihsr 
advances  in  the  scale  of  moral  perfection,  in  the  abideth  in  death."    And,  if  this  criterion  be  ad- 
liiture  ages  of  the  world,  the  use  of  animal'  food  mitted,  a  train  of  murderers  will  be  fbuod  exirt- 
will  be  gradually  hud  aside,  and  he  will  return  \a^  in  society  far  more  numerous  than  is  geae- 
again  to  the  productions  of  the  vegetable  kingdom,  rally  supposed. 

as  the  original  food  of  man,  and  as  that  which  is  It  would  be  needless  to  attempt  an  iSaairatiaa 

best  suitwl  to  the  rank  of  rational  and  mora!  of  the  conseqaenees  which  wouM  ensoe,  were 

intelligence.    And,  perhaps,  it  may  have  an  in-  the  breach  of  this  law  to  become  universal.    It 

flnence,  in  combination  with  other  favourable  is  obvious,  on  the  slightest  reflectioD,  that  wen 

circumstances,  in  promoting  health  and  longevity,  this  to  happen,  human  society  would  eooo  cease 

—But,  although  the  inferior  animals  are,  in  the  to  exist.    That  prophecy  which  wms  gnren  forth 

mean  time,  su*.jected  to  our  use,  no  permission  respecting  Ishmael  would  then  receive  a  ssost 

is  granted  tot  eat  them  with  harshness  or  cruelty,  terrible  and  extensive  accomplishment,  m  tbs 

or  to  kill  thera  few  the-sske  of  sport  and  amuse-  case  of  every  human  agent :    *'  His  hand  afaaH  be 

meat.    And,  therefore,  the  man  who  wantonly  against  every  man,  and  every  man*8  ham!  afaiast 

takes  awny  the  lives  of  birds,  hares,  fishes,  and  him."    Every  man  would  assume  ttie  character 

other  animals,  fbr  the  mere  gratification  of  a  of  an  infernal  fiend  ;  every  lethal  weapon  vrooSd 

taste  fbr  hunting  or  fishing,  can  scarcely  be  ex-  be  prepared  and  furnished  for  slau^iter  ;  every 

culpated  from  the  charge  (/ a  brea6h  of  this  com-  peaceful  pursuit  and  employment  "would  be  » 

mandmeuL  stantly  abandoned ;  the  voioe  of  wailing  and  tba 

The  above  are  the  principal  exceptions  which  yells  of  fury  and  despair,  wodd  be  heard  id  ereiy 

the  Creator  has  made  in  reference  to  the  law  family,  in  every  village,  in  every  city,  in  evcty 

under  Consideration.    And  it  may  not  be  impro-  field,  in  every  kingdom,  and  in  every  dxBDe» 

per  to  remark,  that,  besidos  the  direct  act  of  Every  house,  every  street,  every  valley,  eTcty  fi»> 

murder,  every  thing  that  leads  to  it,  or  that  has  rest,  every  river,  eveiy  mountain,  and  every 

a  tendency  to  endanger  life,  is  to  be  considered  tinent  would  be  strewed  with  fearful  ~ 

as  forbidden  in  this  commandment.    All  un-  and  with  the  mangled  carcasses  of  the  sIud. 

kindness  end  harsh  treatment  exercised  towards  work  of  destruction  wooM  go  on  with 

servants,  dependanta,  and   brute  animals,   by  rapidity,  till  the  wh<rfe  race  of  man  were 

which  life  may  be  shortened  or  rendered  imole-  pated  from  the-  earth,  leaving  this  vast  g^bbe  « 

rable— all  fbrious  and  revengeful  passions,  which  scene  of  attitude  and  desolation,  an  im 

may  lead  to  acts  of  violenee— all  quarrelling,  sepulchre,  and  a  spectacle  of  horror  to  aJl 

fighting,  and  boxing,  either  fbr  beta,  or  for  the  rior  intelligences. — And,  let  it  be 

gratification  of  hatred  or  revenge— all  wishes  for  that  such  a  picture,  horrible  and  revolting  aa  it 

the  death  of  others,  and  ril  comrivances  either  is,  b  nothmg  more  than  vHiat  would  be  the  «•- 
direct  or  indirect  to  compass  the  destruction  of 


our  own  life  or  the  life  of  others  may  be  endan-  mm,  wherein  capital  sentences  ml<ht  1>e     

gered  or  destroyed— and  all  those  actions  by  «>  which  a  malefhctor  mlglit  be  stxanglod^oT     _ 

whii>h  i.ttMi.* «;..  k>  «A.»»at»^  ..  ..  »,Ak.i«u  haaded i  this  was  called  ifts  Juii%mm\t^    But  tk« 

Which  murder  may  be  committed  as  a  probable  ganhedrlm,  or  CmauM,  was  theaupreiifte  JewiiA 

effect,  aa  the  bumtng  of  inhabited  bouses,  and  court,  consisting  of  teveniy-fvo;    in  "%. 

the  throwing  of  the  instrumenta  of  death  into  the  SJ«l?fL:?!?,!5?L'^  *l!Sl  '^iliSL*^' 

^i.^^^*   ,  .    i_         _j  J       •      1  alone^  punished  with tlon*«g,wtiWiwa» 

ttidstofacrowd-«retoberegardedaainvolv-  ed a  mora tantbla  deathtbS taa 
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lw«{  muU  nTihe  principle  tfhatnd,  ware  it  left  the  grotiw  of  dying  Tictimt,  and  the  bc«r*e 

to  iti  native  eneraiea,  and  nen  H  not  ooatrolled,  ahouts  oT  conquerora,  would  be  heard  no  mora, 

is  the  counie  ofprovidence,  by  Him  who  aeta  Peace  would  deacend  frain  heaven  to  dwell  wiUi 

reatraining  bounda  to  the  wrath  of  man.  nan  on  earth ;  proapeiity  would  follow  jb  her 

In  order  to  cbunteract  the  tendenclea  of  thia  tram,  acience  would  enlarge  ita  boondariea  and 

baleAil  principle,  it  ia  of  the  utmoat  importance  ahed  ita  benign  influence  upon  all  ranka ;  the 

thai  youth  be  trained  up  in  habita  of  Undneaa,  oaeful  arte  would  flouriih  and  advance  towarda 

tendemeaa,  and  oompaaaion,  both  towarda  human  perfection ;  philanthrophy  would  diffuae  ita  thou* 

beinga,  and  towaida  the  inlbrior  animahr ;  that  aand  bjeaainga  in  every  direction,  and  every 

an  abhorrence  ahould  be  excited  in  their  rainda  man  would  ait  "  under  hia  vine  and  fig-tree** 

of  quarralling)  fighting,  and  all  miachievoua  in  perfect  aecurity  from  all  danger  or  annoy* 

Irieka  and    actiona;   that  they  be  reatrained  anee, 

benevolent  affectiona»  and  every  principle  ofac*  Thia  eommandment  ia  to  be  viewed  aa  com- 
dve  benefioenoe  be  cultivated  and  cheriahed  prehending  within  iia  prohibition,  every  apeoiea 
with  the  moat  aeduloua  care  and  attention.  For,  of  lewdoeaa,  both  in  thought,  word,  and  action ; 
in  youth,  the  foundation  baa  generally  been  laid  aa  adultery,  fornication,  inoeat,  polygamy,  tic ; 
•f  thoae  malevolmit  principtea  and  paaaiona  and  likewise  all  thoae  licentioua  deeirea  and  aA 
which  have  led  to  robbery,  aaiaaaiaation,  and  fectiona  from  which  aooh  actiona  proceed.  In 
deeda  of  violence,— which  have  filled  the  earth  this  comprehensive  sense  it  is  ezpbined  by  oor 
widi  blood  and  camase :  and  which  have  dia-  Saviour,  in  his  Sermon  on  the  Mounti  and  by  the 
played  their  dtaboUeal  energy  in  ao  dreadfiil  a  Apoadee,  in  their  letters  to  the  Christian  Chundi- 
manner  amidat  the  oonteata  of  communitiea  and  ea.  It  is  fimnded  on  the  distinction  of  sexes 
nationa.  which  exists  among  nunkind,  and  on  the  law  of 
Were  the  diapoaition  to  indulge  hatred,  which  Marriage,  which  waa  promulgated  immediately 
leads  to  every  speciee  of  murder,  com^etely  after  the  creation  of  the  first  pair— a  law  whidi 
counteracted,  the  greateat  proportion  of  those  waa  intended  to  limit,  and  to  regulate  the  inter- 
evils  which  now  aiBicl  our  world,  would  cease  to  course  of  the  sexes ;  and  to  promote  parity,  aC* 
exist.  Human  aacrifioea  would  no  longer  bleed  fection,  and  order,  among  the  several  generationa 
npon  Pagan  aliars ;  the  American  Indiana  woutd  of  mankind.  By  thia  law  the  marriage  union  ia 
no  longer  torture  to  death  their  prisoners  taken  limited  to  two  iodtviduala.  He  who  made  man- 
in  war,  nor  the  New  Zealaaden  feaat  upon  the  kind  at  the  beginning,  saya  Christ,  made  them 
flesh  and  the  blood  of  their  enemies.  The  widows  male  and  female,  and  said,  **  For  thia  cause  ahaU 
of  Hindostan  would  no  longer  be  urged  to  bum  a  num  leave  father  and  nJDther  and  shall  cleave 
themselves  alive  on  the  corpses  of  their  deceased  to  hia  w{ft ;  and  they  twain  aball  be  one  fleah." 
husbands ;  aorwoiild  the  mothers  of  China  imbrue  And,  it  might  easily  be  shown,  from  an  induction 
Cheir  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  infant  offspring,  of  (acta,  aikl  from  a  consideration  of  the  preaent 
The  practice  of  Dudiing  wouM  fbrever  oeaae>  circumstanoea  of  the  human  race,  that  thia  law, 
and  would  be  univemally  execrated  as  an  outrage  and  this  alone,  is  calcuUted  to  promoto  the  nii»> 
•n  common  aense,  and  on  every  generoua  and  tual  affection  of  the  married  pair,  and  to  aeeoro 
humane  feeling,  and  aa  the  ailly  attempt  of  a  the  peace  and  happineas  of  families,  and  the 
puny  mortal  to  gratify  wounded  pride  or  disap-  haraaony  i  ^general  aoeiety.  By  thia  law  iho 
pointed  ambition,  at  the  expenae  of  the  life  of  union  ia  n»  le  fsnnansnf ,  so  long  as  the  partiec 
his  felk»w-creature.  Deapotism  would  throw  exist  in  th  a  world,  "What  God  hath  joined, 
ftside  its  iron  sceptre,  and  the  nationa  would  be  let  no  man  |jttt  asunder.**  This  regulation  baa 
ruled  with  the  law  of  love ;  and  plola.  oonapira-  a  tendency  to  promote  union  of  affection  and  in- 
ciea,  treasons,  and  masaaerea  would  be  attempt-  tereata,  and  to  induce  the  partiea  to  bear  with 
«d  no  more.  The  firso  of  ihe  Inquisitioa  would  patience  the  ocoaaional  inoonveniencea  and  oon- 
eeaae  to  be  kindled,  tho  auppoaed  heretic  wouU  tentions  which  sMy  ariae.  Worn  divoroea  go 
■o  longer  be  oonaigned  to  the  horrora  of  a  gloomy  nerally  permitted,  on  the  groand  of  unauitaUo 
[^^^  dungeon,  racks  and  gibbets  and  guillotines  would  naaa  of  temper,  or  oocaaional  jars,  aocieCy  would 
be  ^ivered  to  piecea  and  thrown  into  the  flamea,  aeon  be  atwken  to  ita  centre.  Every  real  or 
and  the  apirit  of  cruelty  and  persecution  would  snppoaed  iawlt,  or  provocation,  #ould  be  tbilowed 
be  extirpated  from  the  eanh.    Rioc,  tomuh,  and  out,  till  it  trrmfauted  in  the  separation  of  the 

y^              contention  would  be  baniahed  from  our  streets,  parties ;  familiea  would  thus  be  torn  into  ahreda ; 

^^              and  harmony  and  ooncord  would  prevail  through-  the  education  of  the  young  would  be  neglected ; 

•ut  all  our  borders.    War  would  Ibrever  cease  parental  authority  diaragarded ;  and  a  door  opeo- 

,y             to  deaolate  the  nations ;  the  oonftiaed  nolM  of  ed  ibr  the  prevdenoe  of  unboanded  Ueant|ou^ 

\^y             invading  anaina,  tho  loiaiida  of  maftial  muaie,  oesi.    Soon  after  the ooamMBoaaMBt  of  the  Ra* 
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rolotkii  m  Fnao*,  a  kw,  p«imitting  diToroet)  ed,  would  be  degraded  kte  anere  iinliiwiiiiiti  «| 

was  peMed  by  the  Natiooel  Aasemblj  ;  and,  in  esnahiTe  eajoynicat,  into  hfiOMhald  elavea,  ot 

leaa  than  three  nnontht  from  iu  date,  neaHjr  aa  into  fomething  analogoua  to  beaata  of  burdes, 

man/ divorcee  aa  marrigea  were  legiatered  in  the  and  would  be  bought  and  lotd  Uke  cattle  uui 

eity  of  Paria.    In  the  whole  kingdom,  within  the  horMa.    The  minda  of  all  wookl  be  degraded  to 

qMce  of  eighteen  moatha,  upwards  of  twenty  the  level  of  brutea,  and  would  be  ineapahte  of 

thouvand  divorooa  were  effected ;  and  the  nation  prosecuting  either  rational  or  leligiono  puranitN. 

•unk  into  a  atate  of  moral  degradation,  from  the  Their  bodieo  wooU  be  waated  and  enfeebled  wiiL 

effects  of  which  it  has  never  yet  recovered.  This  aqoalid  disease :  the  infirmities  of  a  prematura 

is  one  of  the  many  practical  proofr  preaented  <rid  age  wouM  seize  upon  them ;  and  befere  ih^ 

before  us,  of  the  danger  of  infringing  on  any  of  had  **  lived  half  their  days,"  they  wonki  amk  into 

the  moral  arrangements  which  tiM  Creator  haa  the  grave  in  hopdemneea  and  aorrow.    A  unif 

established.  veraal  souiahneas,  and  diaregard  of  erery  thing 

The  precept  under  consideration  ia  to  be  oon*  except  preaent  aensual  enjoyment,  wouM  aeixa 
aidered  aa  directly  oppoeed  to  all  promiacuous  and  upon  the  whole  mass  of  pociety,  and  bensmb  tha 
licentious  intercourse  between  the  sexes.    And  mmiui  &colties :  the  CKod  of  heaTca  woukl  be 
the  reasonablenoM  of  ihia  prohibiiion  will  ap-  overlooked,  and  the  Important  realities  of  an  im» 
pear,  if  we  consider,  for  a  moment,  what  wouU  mortal  eziateace  completely  banished  from  their 
be  the  conaequences  which  would  inevitably  fbl-  thoughta  and  aHeetioas.    Thoosands,  and  tea 
low  were  this  law  to  be  set  aside,  or  univeraally  thouwmds  of  infants  would  be  strangled  at  their 
violated.    A  scene  of  unbounded  liecntioumesa  entrance  into  life ;  and  the  greater  part  of  those 
would  ensue,  which  wouM  degrade  the  hunmn  who  were  spared,  woaU  be  doomed  to  a  wretched 
character,  which  would  destroy  almost  all  the  ex-  and  precarious  exiatenee.    The  training  up  of 
ieting  rdations  of  society ,  and  unhinge  the  whole  the  youthful  mind  to  knowMge  and  nrtue  wonU 
fabric  of  the  moral  worM. — One  end  of  the  insti-  be  qnite  neglected ;  aad  all  timt  civility  and  aoA* 
tution  of  marriage  was,  to  '*  rei^enish  the  earth"  neas  of  mannen,  which  are  now  acquired  nadar 
with  inhabitants,  to  perpetuate  the  suocessive  the  eye  ofparental  authority  and  affisction,  would 
generations  of  men,  and  to  train  up  a  virtuous  and  be  unknown  in  aociety .    The  endearing  reiaiioas 
intelligent  race  to  people  the  congregation  of  the  of  fiuher  and  mother,  of  brothen  and  aisteis,  of 
heavens.    But  this  end  would  be  ultimately  fhis-  imdes,  aunts,  and  ooumna,  and  all  the  other  ra- 
trated,  were  a  proraiscuoue  and  unlimited  inter-  mifkatlons  of  kindred,  which  now  piodnee  so 
course  to  become  either  general  or  univeraal.  many  intereating  and  delightful   aesoeiatioBS, 
For,  it  has  been  found,  that,  wherever  such  in-  would  fail  to  be  recognised  among  men ;  fbr  in 
lercourse  partially  prevaila,  it  strikes  at  the  root  auch  a  state  of  society,  the  natural  rebtioas  of 
of  human  existence,  and  haa  a  tendency  to  prevent  mmikind  would  be  either  ifisregarded,  or  blended 
the  Iteration  of  that  law  which  the  Creator  im-  in  undistinguiahable  conffasion. 
pressed  on  all  living  beings,  **  Increase  and  multi-  ChiUren,  neglected  or  abandoned  by  ibair  mo- 
ply.**    In  the  haunts  of  licentiousness,  in  large  there,  would  be  lefi  to  the  full  mfluence  of  their 
cities,  and  in  all  such  societies  as  those  which  own  wayward  and  impetuous  paasiona ;  they 
formerly  existed  in  Otabeite,  under  the  name  of  would  depend  fbr  subsistence,  either  on  aecideni, 
Amojft  the  laws  of  nature  are  violated,  the  course  on  pilfering,  or  on  the  tender  merciea  of  general 
of  generation  obairucted,  and  numbera  of  human  society ;  they  would  wander  abeut  aa  vagalwndsy 
beings  strangled  at  the  very  porch  of  existence,  tattered  and  forioin ;  their  hearts  shrivelled  with 
So  that  were  mankind  at  large  to  relapi*e  into  such  unkindnem,  their  bodies  chilled  with  the  raiaa 
licentious  prectieea,  the  human  race  instead  of  and  biting  (rosta,  and  deformed  with  flthincasaad 
increasing  in  number,  to  replenish    oe  desobite  disease.    They  wouM  be  left  to  periib  ia  the 
wastes  of  our  globe,  according  to  tl  a  Creator's  open  fieMs,  without  a  friend  to  done  their  e^ea ; 
intention,  would  rapidly  decreaae  every  succeed-  and  I  hear  bodies,  unnoticed  and  unknown,  would 
ing  generation,  till  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  centu-  remain  as  a  prey,  to  be  devoured  by  the  fewla 
riea,  human  beings  would  be  entirely  extirpated,  of  heaveii.    In  every  hmd  wouM  be  seen  BMhi- 
and  the  earth,  barren  and  uncultivated,  wouU  be  tudea  of  honaeleBa  and  shivering  foamles,  set 
lefl  to  the  dominion  of  the  beasta  of  the  fbrsat.  adrift  by  their  seducers,  wandering  with  thsir 

But,  although  auoh  a  distant  event  were  to  be  hungry  and  half  famished  oAspring,  the  ob^ecta 

altogether  diaregarded,  the  immediate  conae-  of  derision  and  contempt ;  and  impkiring,  in  vain, 

i)acnces  of  such  unhallowed  courses  would  be  the  comforts  of  food,  of  shelter,  and  protectko. 

dismal  in  tJie  extreme.    That  unkm  of  heart,  aA  For,  among  human  beings,  in  anch  a  degraded 

feotion,  aad  of  mterests,  which  subsists  between  atate,  the  kindly  and  benevoleht  affections  would 

the  great  majority  of  married  pairs,  and  those  re-  aeklom  be  exerciaed ;  cokl-blocded  selfishness  and 

eiproeal  sympatldes  and  endearmenta  which  flow  apathy,  fai  relation  to  the  sidTeriaga  of  olbefa» 

from  this  union,  would  be  altogether  unknown,  would  supplant  ail  the  finer  feeling*  of  homanityt 

The  female  sex,  (as  already  happens  in  some  which  wouU  dispose  then  to  view  the  wretcbea 

aadona,)  with  minda  imeullivated  and  unpoUah-  objecta  around  them  widi  parfaci  kBdifenMSft 
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wilh  MBlai^il.  **Howerer  it  may  be  Cbrwtiaaity  are  altogether  unknown !  In  such 
•eooonfed  for*  aaya  Dr.  Paley,  **  the  criminal  receptacles  of  impurity,  erery  moral  feeling  k 
•ommeree  of  the  aeaei  eorrapts  and  depraves  the  hlunted,  and  erery  moral  principle  abandonea. 
mind,  and  the  moral  character,  more  than  any  Impiety,  profanity,  falsehood,  treachery,  perjary, 
single  species  of  vice  whaisoerer.  That  ready  and  dnmkenness,  rear  their  nnMushing  fionts , 
peroeption  of  gnil^  that  prompt  and  decisive  reso-  and  thefts,  roUkeries,  and  murders,  fellow  in  their 
lution  s^ainst  it,  whidi  ooostitutes  a  virtuous  train.  The  unhappy  female  who  enters  these 
eharador,  is  seMem  found  in  penoos  addicted  to  antechambers  of  hell,  is,  for  the  most  part,  cot 
those  indulgences.  They  prepare  an  «wy  ad-  oflT  from  all  hopes  of  retreat.  From  that  mo- 
mission  for  ereiy  sin  that  seeks  it ;  are,  in  low  mmt,  the  shades  of  moral  darkness  begin  to  close 
life,  usually  the  6rst  stage  in  men's  progress  to  around  her;  she  bids  a  last  adieu  to  the  smiles 
tbe  most  desperate  Tillanies ;  and,  in  high  life,  of  tenderness  and  sympslhy,  to  the  kind  embra- 
to  that  lamented  dissoluteness  oT  principle  which  oes  of  father  and  mother,  of  sisters  and  brothers, 
manifesu  itself  in  a  profligacy  of  public  conduct,  to  the  house  of  God,  to  the  instructions  of  his 
and  a  contempt  of  the  obligations  of  religion  and  word,  and  to' the  society  of  the  faithful.  Instead 
'  «f  moral  probity.  Add  to  this  that  habits  of  of  the  cheering  sounds  of  the  Gospel  of  peace, 
'  libertinism  incapacitate  and  indispose  the  mind  her  ears  become  aoeustomed  to  oaths,  and  curs- 
I  (or  all  intefleetual,  sseral,  and  religious  plea-  «•»  snd  horrid  imprecations ;  the  voice  of  con- 
'  sures."*  science  is  hushed  amidst  the  din  of  revelry  and 
'  la  short,  in  sneh  a  state  of  society  as  would  riot ;  every  generous  feeling  is  shrunk  and  wiih- 
^  inevitably  accompany  a  general  violation  of  the  cred ;  she  stalks  abroad  like  a  painted  corpse,  to 
'  seventh  preceptor  the  moral  law,  all  the  softness  fill  with  horror  the  virtuous  mind,  and  to  allure 
'  and  loveliness  of  dial  piety,  of  parental  afl!e^  the  unwary  to  the  shades  of  death ;  till  at  length, 
I  Cioa,  of  brotherly  atta^ment,  and  of  the  intet^  wasted  with  consumption  and  loathsome  disease, 
^  aottrse  of  kindred,  would  forever  cease;  science  >ho  is  stretched  upon  the  bed  of  languisbin|r, 
I  and  literature  would  he  neglected ;  and  diurehes,  abandoned  by  her  former  awociates,  deprived  of 
^  eoDeges,  schools,  and  academies  would  crumble  ^^  le^t  drop  of  consolation,  haunted  with  the 
(  into  ruins:  a  suflleient  stimulus  would  be  want-  ghastly  apparitions  of  departed  joys,  and  the 
ing  to  the  exercise  of  industry  and  economy ;  a  nrebodings  of  futurity,  and  sinks,  **  in  the  midst 
Wxj  apathy  would  seise  upon  the  mass  of  socio*  of  her  days,**  into  the  chambers  of  the  grave, 
ty ;  the  earth  would  cease  to  be  cultivated,  and  without  the  least  hope  of  a  glorious  resurrectioo. 
would  soon  be  oftvered  with  briers  and  thorns,  or  —And  if  we  consider,  that  this  is  a  picture  of 
changed  into  the  barren  wastes  of  an  African  the  wretohednem,  not  only  of  a  few  individuals, 
desert.  The  foundation  of  all  regufau*  govern-  ^^  ^  thousands,  of  tens  of  thousands,  and  of 
ment  would  be  undermined ;  fer  ii  is  chiefly  in  milliotts  of  human  beings,  it  is  impossible  to  do- 
those  habits  of  submission  and  obedience  which  Mribe  the  accumulated  mass  of  misery  which 
are  acquired  under  the  dooMstic  roof,  that  the  impurity  has  created^  or  to  form  an^  adequate 
foundations  are  laid  of  that  subordination  which  conception  of  the  horrible  and  revdimg  scenes 
is  necessary  to  secure  the  peace  and  order  of  of  wretchedness  which  would  be  displayrd,  were 
■Mnkind.  Society  would,  consequently,  be  the  law  under  oonsideratioQ  to  be  set  aride  by  all 
thrown  into  a  state  of  disorder,  and  would  speed-  the  inhabitanto  of  our  ^obe. 
ily  sink  into  oUivtoo,  in  the  mire  of  its  own  ,  There  is  a  certs  in  levity  and  flippancy  of  speech 
polhition.  IB  relation  to  this  siiligect,  which  prevails  among 
The  positions  nowsUted  could  be  illustrated,  m^y  who  wish  to  be  considered  as  respectable 
were  it  espedient,  by  a  variety  of  melancholy  characters,  which  proceeds  from  a  contracted 
facts,  borrowed  from  the  history  and  the  present  ^iow  of  the  consequences  of  human  actions, 
state,  both  of  savage  and  of  civilized  nations.  They  conceive,  that  no  great  harm  can  be  done 
The  annals  of  Tuikey,  of  Persia,  of  Hindos-  to  society,  by  a  few  UMuIated  actions  of  the  kind 
tan,  uf  China,  of  Japan,  of  the  Society  Isles,  alluded  to,,  especially  if  they  be  concealed  from 
and  even  of  the  civilized  nations  of  Europe  general  observation;  and  that  the  Creator  will 
and  America,  would  furnish  abundance  of  im-  uo  disposed  to  make  every  aBowance  for  human 
presaive  facts,  to  demonstrate  the  demoralizing,  fmOty.  But  let  such  remember  that,  if  it  were 
and  brutalizing,  and  miserable  eflTects  %rh«ch  right  to  violate  this,  or  any  other  bw  of  the 
would  flow  from  a  spirit  of  universal  licentious-  Creator,  in  one  instance,  it  would  be  right  in  a 
ness.— What  revolting  scenes  would  open  to  hundred,  in  a  thousand,  in  a  million,  and  in  eight 
view,  were  we  to  survey  the  haunts  of  licemiou»>  hundred  millions  of  instances :  and  then  all  the 
aoss  which  abound  in  Algiers,  in  Constantinople,  reTolting  scenes  now  described,  and  thousands 
in  Tsheran,  in  Pekin,  in  Canton,  in  Jeddo,  and  ^  similar  efleeu,  of  which  we  cannot  at  present 
ether  populous  dtisa,  where  the  lestraiots  of  fi>rm  a  distinct  conoeptioi^  would  inevhably  take 


place.    And,  therefore,  every  man  who,  from 

•  Pdneiptes  of  Moral  and  Polltloal  nilosophy,     ^^J^  V^  ijwughtlessness.  or  ftom  a  disregard 
itookllL  Part  JSL  duty  >;  to  the  laws  of  heaven,  peislsts  to  the  oeosjiooal 
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indiilgaim  of  such  unlMnowad  grmtificatioDi,  in-  giailiMH.'*    The  «artfa  hM,  in  eveiy  af»,  WMk 

dulgea  in  a  practtM  which,  were  it  uaiverMUIy  to  forth  i^Mjadance  to  supply  the  wants  of  all  8w 

prevail,  would  sap  the  foundations  of  all  moral  living  beings  it  contains ;  and  there  is  still  anb> 

Older,  exterminate  the  most  endearing  relations  pie  room  on  its  surface,  for  the  aocommodation 

of  society,  prostrate  man  helow  the  level  of  the  and  support  of  thousands  of  millions  of  the  hi*- 

brute,  open  the  flood-gateeof  all  iniquity,  diffuse  roan  race,  in  addition  to  those  which  now  exist, 

misery  over  the  wh(4e  mass  of  human  beings,  But  mankind  have  never  yet  agreed  ^oat  the 

and,  at  length,  empty  the  world  of  its  inhabitants,  division  and  allotment  of  this  free  and  ample 

The  precept  which  we  have  now  been  coosi-  gift  of  tlie  Creator ;  for  every  one  is  diiposed  to 

dering,  is  one  which,  in  all  probability,  is  oon-  think  (hat  his  share  in  it  is  too  small,  and  is  coo< 

6ned,  in  its  feferenees,to  the  inhabitants  of  our  tinually  attempting  to  make  inroads  upon  the 

l^obe.    At  any  rate,  it  would  be  quite  nugatory,  allotment  of  his  neighbours.    And  to  this  dispo- 

nnd  therefote  can  have  no  place,  in  the  mo^l  sition  is  to  be  ascribed  more  than  one  half  of  all 

code  of  a  world  where  the  distinction  of  sexes  the  evils  which  have  afflicted  the  world  in  every 

does  not  exist.     And  even  in  those  worlds  age  since  the  fall  of  man*    To  counteract  such 

where  a  similar  distinction  may  exist,  the  veir  a  propensity  in  mankind,  and  to  rsgulate  their 

diflbrent  circumstances  fai  which  their  inhabi-  dispositions  and  conduct  in  relation  to  property, 

lants  are  placed,  may  render  the  promulgation  >•  the  great  object  of  this  command, "  Thou  shall 

of  such  a  law  altogether  unnecessaij.  Ita|^>ears  not  steal." 

to  be  a  (emporaiy  regulation,  to  remain  in  force        7^  tUaly  is  to  take  the  property  of  othcrs» 

only  during  the  limited  period  of  the  present  without  their  knowledge  or  consent,  and  to  apply 

•oonMny  of  Providence ;  fiw,  in  tht  future  desti-  it  to  our  own  use.    The  most  flagrant  and  vio- 

nation  of  the  rigfateoos,  we  are  told,  that  **  they  lent  breaches  of  the  law,  consist  in  robbery, 

neither  marry  nor  are  given  in  marriage,  but  are  housebreaking,  pilfering,  plunder,  and  pillage, 

as  the  angels  of  God  in  heaven."    And,  there-  But  it  may  ^  violated  in  a  dioiinnd  diflereni 

Cire,  it  is  probable,  that  the  recognition  of  such  ways  of  which  human  laws  seldom  take  anvco^ 

a  law  wUl  not  be  necessary,  in  the  mtercoorses  nizance.    It  is  violated  by  every  species  of  fraud 

which  take  place  among  reideemed  men  in  the  hy  which  our  nei^bour  suiy  be  injured  in  his 

eternal  worid;  but  the  principle  on  which  it  is  wealth  or  property.    It  is  violated  in  the  ordi* 

founded,  and  from  which  it  flows,  will   run  nary  commerce  of  mankind,  by  the  use  of  &1m 

through  all  the  other  new  relatione  and  cireum-  weights  and  measures ;  by  selling  deteriorated 

stances  in  which  they  may  be  placed.    In  the  commodities  ss  if  they  were  sound  and  good{ 

existing  circumstances  of  mankiiid,  however,  the  by  depreciating  the  vahie  of  what  we  wish  to 

operation  of  this  law  is  essentially  necessary  to  buy,  and   concealing   the  defects  of  what  we 

the  stability  and  the  happiness  of  the  moral  wish  to  sell;  by  contracting  debts  which  we 

world ;  and,  were  its  requisitions   universally  bave  no  prospect  of  discharging,  and  neglecting 

observed,  the  melancholy  scenes  to  which  I  have  to  pay  them  when  they  are  due ;  by  breachea 

alluded  would  no  longer  exist ;  the  present  and  oT  trust,  in  the  case  of  servants,  guardiaaa,  exe- 

everlasting  ruin  of  thousands,  and  of  millions,  cutors,  or  public  officers,  embexzling  and  squao- 

would  bo  prevented ;  and  a  soene  of  happiness  dering  away  the  substance  of  others,  or  ^»piyiag 

and  love,  such  as  the  world  has  never  yet  wit-  it  to  their  own  use. — It  is  also  violated  by  trss- 

nessed,  jvould  be  displayed  among  all  the  &milies  passing  on  the  property  of  others,  so  as  to  injure 

of  the  earth.  forKses,  gardens,  (Nt^ards,  plantations  or  com* 

.««.  ..«»•»  ^A»u  A .«»....  ^^^  t  •»xl  hy  that  disposition  to  vulgar  mischief 

**  Thim  thaUnol  tUaW"  fonces;  in  injuring  and  defacing  public  buiM- 

ings,  walks,  and  ornamental  improvements;  m 
When  the  Creator  had  arranged  our  globe  in  hacking  and  carving  walls,  waiascottings,  doors, 
the  form  in  which  we  now  behold  it,  he  furnish-  and  balustrades ;  and  in  culling  down  trees  and 
ed  it  with  every  thing  requisite  for  the  suste-  shrubs  planted  for  use  or  for  ornament.— It  in 
nance  and  aooommodation  of  living  beings,  and  violated  when  ws  retain  borrowed  articles  he- 
bestowed  the  whole  of  its  riches  and  decorations  yood  a  reasonable  time,  when  we  suffer  tfaem  to 
as  a  free  grant  to  the  sons  of  men.  To  roan  he  be  injured  through  negligence,  when  we  circulate 
said,  "  BehoU,  I  have  given  you  every  herb  them  from  one  person  to  another,  without  the 
bearug  seed,  which  is  upon  the  iaoe  rif  all  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  proprietors,  u4 
earth,  and  every  tree  in  the  which  is  the  fruit  of  when  we  apply  ihsm  to  purposes  for  which  thsy 
a  tree  yielding  eeed ;  to  you  it  shall  be  for  meat"  were  never  intended,  and  which  the  lender  never 
Ever  since  the  period  when  this  grant  was  contemplated .-»-In  short,  this  law  is  violated  by 
made,  God  has  not  left  hlmielf  without  a  witness  every  species  of  idleness,  pride,  vanity,  gamia|C» 
to  his  benignity,  in  that  he  has  unceasingly  be«  and  prodigality,  which  has  a  tendency  to  ii^or« 
stowed  on  mankind  *'  rain  from  heaven,  and  fruit-  the  external  prosperity,  either  of  our  own  hmJtjk 
fill  seasons,  filling  their  hearta  with  food  and  or  of  the  families  of  others. 
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Were  thn  law  whiehibcbidt  tha«o  actions  to  be  oTwhdleitale  robbofy,  commiNed  by  one  tribe  of 

entirely  set  aside,  or  oniverjatty  riolaled,  it  is  hanan  beings  upon  anotlier.    One  public  robber 

easy  to  foresee,  thai,  in  a  vwy  short  time,  the  and  desperado  has  arisen  after  another,  in  cai»- 

whoie  assenAiage  of  human  bein^  would  be  stant  sucoession,  and,  at  the  head  of  numerous 

IransCbrmed  into  a  set  of  lawloss  banditti.  Peace,  armies,  has  violated  the  territories  of  peaceful  in- 

harmony,  and  good  neighbourhood,  would  be  un-  dustry,  demolished  the  habitations  of  their  unof' 

known  among  men ;  the  strong  would  plunder  the  fending  inhabitants,  broken  do«m  their  furniture, 

possessions  m  the  weak,  aiid  deprive   them  of  and  consigned  it  to  the  flames ;  wasted  and  de« 

every  enjoyment ;  children  would  rob  their  pee  voured  the  fruits  of  their  ground,  ainl  plundered 

rents,  and  parents  tiieir  children  ;  brothers  would  them  of  every  thing  which  could  render  existence 

plunder  brothers,  and  servants  their  masters;  desirable*    And  the  inferior  ranks  of  mankind, 

I                  buying  and  selling  woold  cease,  and  all  regular  stimulated  by  the  same  principles  which  actuate 

I                  trade  and  commerce  would  be  destroyed :  every  their  superiors,  have  supported  a  system  of  pecu- 

I                  nan's  covetous  eye  would  be  directed  to  the  lation,  ofcheating,  of  litigation,  of  injustice,  and 

.                  wealth  and  property  of  his  neighbour,  with  a  oppreesion,  which,  were  it  left  soMy  to  its  own 

i 

I 

i 


view  of  depriving  him  of  his  enjoyments ;  and  a  native  energies^  would  soon  undermine  the  baa^ 

thousand  schemes,  either  of  treachery  or  of  open  daiions  of  the  moral  worid.     That  such  princi- 

violence,  would  be  contrived  to  effectuate  his  pies  and  practices  have  never  yet  become  uni« 

purpose.    Murders  would  be  daily  contrived  and  versa!  in  their  i^Mtation,  is  not  owing  so  much  to 

perpetrated,  for  the  purpose  of  more  easily  ob-  any  deficiency  in  their  inalignant  tendency,  as  to 

taining  possession  of  the  wealth  and  estates  of  the  over-ruling  providence  of  the  Moral  Qoveroor 

lite  powerful  and  the  opulent ;  and  every  man's  of  the  world,  who  has,  by  his  influence,  and  hit 

lift  and  happiness  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  his  physical  arrangements^  confined  the  lawless  pa»> 

eovetoos  neighbour.      The  inhabitants  of  one  iionsofmen  within  certain  bounds,  beyond  which 

province  would  rise  up  against  those  of  another,  they  cannot  pass. 

and,  by  force  of  arms,  plonder  them  of  all  their  Were  a  principle  of  honestjand  of  justice,  in 

earthly  ireasu-«w.    One  nation  would  invade  the  regard  to  property,  to  pervade  the  mind  of  every 

territories  of  another,  for  the  purpose  of  ravaging  human  being  ;  or,  in  other  words,  were  the  law 

its  cities  and  provinces,  and  of  appropri^ing  its  to  which  I  am  now  advertuig  universally  recog* 

weslth  and  riches ;  and,  in  Ifae  midst  of  such  law-  nised,  a  new  scene  would  open  upon  the  morel 

less  depredations,  towna  would  be  demolished,  worid,  altogether  different  from  what  has  hitherto 

villages  consumed  to  ashes,  the  fruits  of  the  earth  been  displayed  in  the  transactions  of  mankind, 

destroyed,  nnm,  women,  and  children,  trampled  The  iron  rod  of  oppression  would  be  shivered  to 

uder  foot,  and  crushed  to  death,  and  erwy  dty  atoms,  and  destroying  armies  would  no  longer 

and  fertile  field  would  present  a  scene  of  carnage  ravage  the  habitations  of  men.    The  crowds  of 

i                 and  desolation.     In  such  a  state  of  society,  no  sharpers,  cheiOsj  and  jockeys,  that  now  stalk 

(                 HMm  oouU  have  confidence  in  his  brother ;  fear  through  the  world,  with  unblushing  fronts,  to  so* 

i                 would  be  on  every  side ;  oooertainty  would  at-  trap  die  unwary,  would  forever  disappear  firon 

I                 lend  every  pursuit  and  possession;  of  the  wealth  the  world;   and  impartial  justice  woidd  reign 

k              .  which  any  one  had  acquired,  and  of  the  enjoy-  triumphant  over  eveiy  department  of  society. 

I                 meats  which  he  possessed  to-day,  he  might  be  No  malignant  purpose  would  ever  be  formed  to 

deprived  before  lo-morrow;  and  if,  by  means  of  injure  any  one  in  his  wealth  and  property  ;  and 

circumspection  and  vigilance,  and  the  strong  arm  all  the  harassing  law-snits  and  prosecutions, 

of  power,  he  were  enabled  to  maintain  posses-  which  now  distress  so  many  thousands  of  fami- 

sion  of  his  property  for  one  year,  he  could  have  lies,  would  be  swept  away.  SSvery  loan  of  money, 

no  rational  ground  to  expect,  that  he  would  enjoy  bo<As,  furniture,  or  utensils,  would  be  returned 

it  in  security  for  another.    And,  as  no  one  would  without  injury,  and  without  unnecessary  delay ; 

think  of  engaging  in  regular  labour,  while  he  and  every  debt  punctuidly  discharged,  according 

^                 could  subsist  in  plondering  his  wsaker  neighbours  to  the  nature  of  the  obligation,  and  at  the  period 

i^                 — 4he  earth  would  soon  Im  left  uncultivated,  the  at  which  it  was  due :  Every  bargain  would  be 

4                 iiiefu:  arts  would  be  ibbandoned,  agricultwral  in-  transacted  on  the  principles  ohmmutable  justice, 

y                 dustry  and  improvement  would  cease,  and  a  uni-  and  the  conditions  ofeverycontract  faithfully  peiw 

H                 versal  fiunine  wouU  overspread  every  land,  which  formed :  Mo  suspicions  of  knavety  would  ever 

vould  thin  the  human  race,  and  gradually  exter-  harbour  b  the  breast,  nor  the  least  alarm  at  the 

minate  them  from  the  foce  of  the  earth.  possible  consequences  of  any  mercantile  trans* 

Such  scenes  of  plonder  and  dep/edalion,  have  action.    Public  boiMings  wouU  be  secure  fimn 

ji  foet  been  partially  realised  in  every  age  and  the  iproadi  of  the  genius  of  mtechief,  and  gardens 

nation  of  the  worid,  and  are  still  realised,  to  a  and  orchards  firom  every  wanton  depredation. 

i                 certain  extent,  even  in  nations  which  boast  of  Locks,  and  bars,  and  bolts,  wooM  no  longer  be 

I                 their  progress  in  religion,  in  civQisalion,  and  in  required  for  securing  our  substance  firom  the  pU- 

f                 sdenee.    The  annals  of  the  human  race  oonlain  forer  and  the  robber ;  and  the  iron  gratings  of  ft 

I                btila  mon  than  a  nomber  of  melancholy  reoonb  brkiewell  or  a  Jafl,  woidd  never  again  rmind  w 
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oTiIm  daAooMtf  tod  the  deprmTity  of  nui.  Sar-  towomie  wkieh 

WMBiM  would  be  UBivoraally  hooeetand  trufl*  By  6r  die  greater  pert  of  ell  tl* 

worthy,  and  the  property  of  their  mtitere  would  poeieae,  hat  been  derived  itam  tke 

be  re^tnled  as  a  sacred  deposit.  othera.    Ic  is  from  the  ooaiaMnicatiBs  «f  oibm. 

And  wliat  a  happy  change  would  such  a  slate  and  frosn  a  reliaaoe  oa  their  vetaetry,  ckat  ^mm 

of  society  introduce  among  mankind !    What  who  were  never  beyond  the  Uania   of  Grean 


a  host  of  cares,  aniieties,  suspicions,  veiations,  Britain,  know  that  there  are  aoeh  citiea 
and  perpleiities,  wouU  be  chased  away !  and  Vienna,  Conaiancinople,  and  Cairo ;  nad  iW 
what  a  world  of  conveniences,  and  of  delight"  there  are  such  oouniriee  as 
fill  associaiioiM,  would  thus  he  created!  Every  Soolia,  Brasil,  Pern, 
merchant,  by  marking  the  price  and  the  quality  doolaa.  It  is  fifom  the 
oT  each  commodity,  might  leave  his  goods  open  learned  the  Jacts  of  ancient  and 
to  the  inspection  of  the  public,  and  enjoy  himself  and  that  them  once  existed  eneh  »iiiiun  an  dbn 
in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  or  in  setive  serricet  Greek  and  Roaaan,  the  Penian,  Amjwimuy  wad 
tar  the  good  of  the  community,  without  the  east  Babylonian.  On  the  aame  gmnnd,  the  irmmJiy 
risk  of  loss  or  of  depredations ;  and  every  purchaa*  of  others,  we  confide  in  all  tha  denmatic  i«iat, 
er  might  depend  upon  procuring  the  articles  he  and  intereoorass  of  life ;  ,nnd  on  lUa  _ 
wanted  at  their  just  value.  Every  traveller  would  the  transaetaona  of  eommeraial  nociety 
prosecute  his  journey,  either  by  day  or  by  night,  the  armngsinunts  and  operatiaas  of 
widioui  the  least  apprehension  from  sharpers  or  are  conducted.  On  the  inqilied  vemeity  of  ndmi^ 
robbers,  and  without  being  haraaeed  by  die  im-  we  retire  fifom  ear  empleymenlaat  oeMnia  honn, 
positions  of  inn-keepers,  coachmen,  carriers,  find  sit  down  to  breaklaat  or  dinner ;  nad,  on  ibo 
and  porters.  Every  one's  mind  wouU  be  at  per-  first  day  of  die  week,  we  aaoamUa  in  n  ecstaaa 
feet  ease,  in  regard  to  his  property,  whether  he  place,  at  an  appointed  hour,  fiir  Kligimm  war- 
were  at  home  or  abroad,  in  health  or  in  sickness ;  ship.  On  this  ground,  the  pupil  eonfiden  m^m 
being  firmly  persuaded  that  every  trust  would  be  teacher,  fer  instnidkNH-the  dnld  in  his  pni  nms, 
fiiithfuUy  discharged,  aad  every  commercial  con-  for  sunlenanee,  cloihukg  tad  pratnctioBy  thn 
cem  fairly  and  honourably  transacted.  Selfisb-  master  in  his  servant,  for  the  ementkm  of  las 
noes  and  rapacity  would  give  place  to  a  spirit  of  orders,  and  the  wife  in  her  hiiJhaBd  lor  proriaaoH 
justice,  equity,  and  benevolence;  contentions,  and  support.  We  confide  averynonMttt  in  the 
jockeyings,  and  altercations  wouU  cease;  peace  fmll^ibmm  of  the  Almighly  for  the  rapslai-  r^ 
and  concord  would  prevail,  and  righteousness  and  tuns  of  day  and  night,  of  summer  and  winier, 
truth  wouU  shed  their  benign  influence  over  the  of  seed-time  and  hairest.  Conld  the  rmmckj  of 
whole  brotherhood  of  mankind.  God  be  impeached  or  rendered  linhle  to 

cion,  we  should  remain  in  awfid  aaapenen 

THx  vurrB  ooxxAirDifxxT.  !her  another  day  wonU  again  dawn 

•*  ThM  thnU  mot  btur  fdmudiMtt  agamtl  tt^  ^"^^t  ^  whether  thesarth  wonld  be  ahatlered  n 

tmMoiir,"  piocee,  and  its  fragments  dispetsed  throa^huMt 

aurroondingworids,  before  tbesmagnfainf 

This  command,  like  most  of  the  others,  is  ex*  ed  in  the  horixon.  A  Being  poHsnesiiJ  of! 

pressed  in  a  neg^ioe  form.  It  is  directed  against  less  knowledge  and  omnipotence,  wiihoat 

every  species  oCfelsehood,  and,  consequently,  city,  vouM  be  theterror  of  the  whole  i 

must  be  viewed  as  inculcating  a  sacred  and  uni-  universe,  and  vrouU  fill  them  with 

rersal  adherence  to  truth,  in  all  our  thoughts,  agitation  and  alarm. 

words,  and  actions.  In  the  remarks  I  may  throw  Agab,  troth  iatbe  Ibaidation  of               

out  in  relation  to  this  precept,  I  shall  consider  it  comfort  and  of  our  fiitnre  prospects.    On  Iho  «e- 

chiefly  in  its  pomtkf^  form,  as  commanding  an  raelty  of  those  illustrious  chamdem  that  have 

inviolable  aUadiment  to  truth.    Truth  may  be  gone  before  us,  whoae  dedarationa  weto  ema. 

considered  in  two  different  points  of  view— ^gt-  firmed  by  signs  and  miracles^  we  depend  Ar  the 

eal  truth,  which  consists  in  tiueonfirmUy  of  a  hope  of  forgiveness  and  aceeptanoe  with  God. 

pnpontun  or  auertun  with  tht  aOual  §tai$  of  and  for  thoae  rich  sonreea  of  consolatioa  which 

thingM  t  and  moral  truth,  which  consists  in  Ohs  are  calculated  to  support  the  mind  under  ibe  nl^ 

a^eeeienl  of  our  worda  and  actiona  wiA  our  flictions  of  mortality,  and  to  cheer  and  ■«*8nmtt 

thoughto.    Logical  truth  belongs  to  the  thing  or  ns  in  the  prospect  of  a  future  world.    Our  hopes 

the  fact  amerted ;  moral  truth,  or  what  is  termed  of  happiness  beyond  the  grave,  of  the  nrannco 

veracity,  has  a  reference  to  the  peraon  who  utters  tion  of  our  bodies  at  the  teimiaation  of  the  pie* 

it.    In  both  these  respects,  truth  is  of  Immenae  sent  plan  of  providence  '  ef  therenosalion  of  the 

importance  to  all  inteUigent  beings.— The  im-  physical  system  of  our  globe-  ofaeoaaplele 

dortanoe  of  truth  and  veracity  will  appear  from  toration  to  holinem  and  virtue— of  a  rt*« 

the  followinx  considerations.  with  departed  firiend»*-of  aseoctaiing  with  ._ 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  the  bond  of  society,  tnoos  beings  of  a  superior  order    of  ming&^in 

and  the  foundation  of  all  that  oibnfidenoe  and  Id*  n  happier  world  with  all  those  tDnstriMin 
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who  lkt«e  goM  beibre  os— of  contemplatuig  the  a  yrj  difiereot  idet  of  the  majest/  of  the  di- 

maDifeeta'.iofts  of  Deity  on  a  more  eztemive  vine  Being  who  Ibrmed  it,  froiA  what  we  are  led 

•eale ;  and  of  enjoying  unmixed  felicity  without  to  entertain,  when  we  consider  it  as  only  a  ta- 

Interruption  and  without  end ;  depend  upon  the  per,  or  a  brilliant  itud,  fixed  in  the  vauit  at  heft- 

teetimony  of  the  inspired  writers,  and  the  light  Ten.    If  the  eye  of  a  fly  be  exhibited   as  coo* 

IB  which  we  view  the  truths  or  declarations  taining  ten  thousand  polished  transparent  globesi 

which  tiiey  hare  recorded.    And,  therefore,  the  nicely  adjusted  for  the  purpose  of  vision,  it  die* 

man  who  endeavours  to  undermine  the  authori^  l^y*  ^  character  of  its  Maker  in  a  different 

of  the  sacred  records,  or  to  distort  or  misrepre-  light  from  that  in  which  we  might  be  disposed  to 

sent  their  meaning  by  sophistical  reasonings,  view  it,  when  this  animal  is  represented  as  a 

•ught  to  be  viewed  as  a  deceiver,  and  as  an  ena«  nuisance  in  creation,  and  designed  only  lo  be 

my  to  his  species,  who  wishes  to  deprive  his  feU  mangled  and  tortured  by  a  cruel  and  unthinking 

low-men  of  their  moot  substantial  enjoyments,  schoolboy. 

and  of  their  most  cheering  prospects*  ]  i  some  instances  the  inaccurate  itatemont  of 
Again,  truth  and  veracity  are  of  the  utmost  im-  a  |^  ysical  fint,  or  the  false  colouring  put  upoa 
portance  in  relation  to  the  views  we  ought  to  it,  may  have  a  tendency  to  endanger  the  eternal 
take  of  the  character  of  Qod.    The  moral  cha-  interests  of  mankind.     Mr.  Brydode,  in  bit 
factor  of  the  Deity  is  delineated  in  the  Scrip-  **  Tour  through  Sicily,"  states,  on  the  authority 
tures,  and  we  are  enabled  to  oontempiate  this  of  a  priest,  named  Recupero,  that,  in  sinking  a 
character,  in  its  true  hght,  in  sa  far  as  we  un-  pit  near  Jaei,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mount 
derstand  and  appreciate  the  deliaeatkms  of  the  ^tna ''they  pierced  through  seven  distinct  lavas, 
sacred  writers.    But  his  character  is  also  ezhi-  one  under  the  other,  the  sur&cea  of  which  were 
bited  in  the  %vorks  of  creation  and  providence,  parallel,  and  most  of  them  covered  with  a  bed  of 
Every  physical  law  of  nature,  every  arrange-  thick  earth."     Prom  suppositions  founded  on 
meni  in  the  material  system,  every  movement  quest ionable  data,  he  concluded,  that"  it  requirea 
which  exists  in  the  boundless  universe ;  evbry  fOOO  yean  or  upwards  to  form  but  a  scanty  soil 
apparent  deviation  firom  the  general  course  of  n»»  on  the  surface  of  a  kiva.*'  and,  consequently, 
ture,  as  in  the  case  of  earthquakes  and  volca-  that  "  the  eruption  which  formed  the  knvest  of 
noes ;  every  event  in  the  history  of  nations,  every  these  lavas,  roust  have  flowed  from  the  moun- 
Ikct  ill  relation  to  the  physical  and  moral  eondi-  tain  at  least  14000  years  ago.    This  pretended 
tion  of  the  diflbrent  tribes  of  the  human  race,  fact  was,  for  a  while,  triumphantly  exhibited  by 
and  every  arrangement  in  reforenoe  to  the  tower  aceptics,  as  an  unanswerable  arguoMut  against 
ranks  of  animated  beings    embodies  in  it  an  ex-  the  truth  of  the  Mosaic  history ;  and  its  pnbliea* 
hibitiou  of  certain  aspects  of  the  divine  charao-  tion  has,  no  doubt,  tended  to  stagger  weak  minds, 
tor ;  and  these  aspects,  if  fairly  represented,  ought  and  to  confirm  the  infidel  in  his  prejudices  aaainst 
to  harmonize  with  the  delineations  contained  in  the  truth  of  Revelation.    But  it  has  been  mown 
the  sacred  records.    To  ascertain  such  facts  as  by  eminent  geotogists,  that  the  facts  aQuded  to 
those  to  which  I  now  aHude,  requires,  in  many  are  grossly  mis-stated,  and  that  no  vegetable 
instances,  the  exercise  of  profound-  reasoning,  mould  exists  between  these  beds  of  lava;  and, 
and  of  accurate  investigation,  and  that  the  mind  consequently,  the  argument  ^nded  upon  then 
should  be  firee  from  the  influence  of  prejudice  goes  for  nothing.    Mr.  Brydooe  himoirff,  in  the 
and  of  every  improper  bias,  and  that  the  facts,  very  same  volume  in  which  these  pretended  facta 
when  ascertained,  be  fairly  represented,  and  ao-  are  suted,  belure  he  had  advanced  twenty  pagei 
eurately  recorded ;  otherwise,  nothing  but  a  dU*  fiuiher  in  his  account  of  the  regions  d>out  Mount 
fortsd  view  of  the  divine  character  wUl  be  exhi*  JBuia,  states  a  fad  which  compleiely  overtuma 
bited  to  the  roiad.     For  example,  if  the  earth  be  all  his  preceding  reasonings  and  catoulations. 
represented  as  among  the  largest  bodies  in  na^  In  describing  the  country  near  Hybia,  as  having 
ture,  and  as  plaoed  at  rest  in  the  centre  of  the  been  *'  overwhelmed  by  the  lava  of  JBtna,  and 
tmiverse,  and  that  the  sun,  moon,  and  all  the  having  then  become  totaUy  barren,*'  he  adds,  "in 
other  celestial  orbs  revolve  around  it  every  day,  a  second  eruption,  by  a  shower  of  ashes  from  the 
and  consequently,  that  the  planetary  bodies  move  mountain,  ii  toon  mwngd  kt  oncisnl  ftimrtfy  and 
in  orbits  which  display  inextricable  oonfbsion^-  firtiSfy,**    So  that  it  is  here  admitted,  that,  in- 
such  a  representation  is  not  a  true  exhibition  of  stead  of  requirinjr  a  period  of  tOOO  years,  a  bed 
the  Qod  of  heaven,  but  a  phantom  of  our  own  of  lava  may  «pe»di^  be  transformed  into  a  beau- 
imagination  ;  and,  if  carried  out  to  all  its  legiti-  ttfol  and  fertile  region.    But  even  although  such 
mate  consequences,  would  involve  an  impeach-  facto  were  foirly  represented,— ^ea,  althot^ 
meat  of  the  wisdom  and  inieiHigenoe  of  the  Deity,  Mr.  Brydone  and  the  Canon  Recupero  could 
and  of  the  sublime  simplicity  and  order,  which  have  proved,  to  a  demonstration,  that  the  strata 
diaracterize  his  operations  in  the  universe.    Tf  of  the  earth  is.  not  only  fourteen  thousand,  but 
the  planet  Saturn  be  repreeented  as  a  globe  900  fourteen  hundred  thousand  years  old.  it  i^uld 
times  larser  than  the  earth,  and  sammnded  with  not  in  the  least  invalidate  a  smgie  asaerlloa 
«  riog900,0p0  miles  in  cireomforenoa,  it  oonvaya  ooatained  in  the  Moaaic  faistoiy ;  for  Meaes  da- 
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•  HbMonlytlie  mnngMkmi  of  Um  etrth  mCo Ui  ord«ra  of  iiit«Deotiiil  beiagi  nhe peoplo  thts; 

(wvafMoC  form,  but  no  whera  aawrts,  thtt  the  mo-  of  the  nM*eM  by  which  t&«y  are  curied  Ifamrf 

Itrurfi  of  wtUch  our  globe  It  oompoeed  werecree-  in  moral  and   iatellectual  iniproveoieat ;  of  ite 

farf,  or  brought  out  of  nothing,  at  the  period  at  noot  remarkable  erenla  whidi  have  happened  ia 

which  his  history  eonmencee.     The  circum-  the  eourae  of  their  htalory ;  of  the  pecailiar  ii^ 

•tance,  howerer,  to  which  I  hare  now  adverted,  playe  of  divine  glory  that  may  be  made  lo  thwr, 

shows  us  of  how  much  importance  it  b,  in  many  and  of  the  vaiious  changes  ihroagl)  whkk  Ihey 

caies,  that  even  a  physical  fact  be  &trly  stated,  may  have  passed  in  the  oourse  of  the  dii  ' 

as  wtjl  as  the  n<oraI  &cts  and  the  doctrines  oon*  pensattons. 

tained  in  the  Scriptures.    For,  since  every  &ct  But  the  utility  of  all  sudi  i 

in  the  economy  of  nature,  and  in  the  history  of  tions,  and  the  delightdd  transports  with  vrhidh  tfaiy 

providence,  exhibits  a  certain  portion  of  the  di-  will  be  accompanied,  will  entirely  depend  apoa 

vine  oharactar,  a  very  different  view  of  this  ch^  the  immutable  vtradfy  of  these  nioral  iaiefiige^ 

racter  will  be  rahifaited,  according  to  the  different  ees  who  shall  be  employed  ia  cooTeying 

.lights  in  which  we  view  the  divine  operations,  mation  respecting  the  di^ne  plans  and 

And  therefore,  every  one  who  wilfully  misrepro-  tions.    No  ./CefitfoM  scenes  said  narrsiM 

•ents  a  physical  fact  or  law  of  nature,  is  a  decetv-  be  invented,  as  in  oor  degenerate  wiorld,  lo 

«r,  who  endeavours  to  exhibit  a  distorted  view  of  ni>h  a  gaping  crowd  \  atMhing  but  unTmraished 

the  character  of  the  Deity.    It  is  nothing  less  truth  will  be  displayed  in  that  worid  of  Kgjbt ;  aad 

than  a  man  " bearing  false  witnen**  againsthis  the  raal  soenes  which  will  be  displayed,  wS  in. 

Maker.  finitely  transcend,  in  beauty,  in  grandeur,  wmI  ia 


Again,  veracity  is  of  infinite  importance  in  interest, all  that  the  most  fertile  imagination 

reference  to  our  fiitore  improvement  in  the  eter*  conceive.     Were  a  single  falsehood  to  be  loU  ia 

nal  world.     In  that  world,  we  have  every  ressoa  heaven,  were  the  tongue  of  an  ar  jhangri  lo  ssia- 

to  believe  oor  knowledge  of  the  attributes  of  God  represent  a  single  fact  in  the  divine  eoonosaj,  er 

will  be  enlarged,  and  our  views  of  the  range  of  were  the  least  suspicioa  to  exist  that  tnitb  augbt 

his  operations  in  creation  and  providence  extend-  be  violated  in  such  communications,  the  -— t*wl 

ed  hr  beyond  the  limits  to  which  they  are  now  confidence  of  celestial  intelligencea  would  ia- 

eonfined.    But  the  Divine  Being  himself,  from  Kantly  be  shaken ;  and,  from  that  moment,  ifaeir 

the  immateriality  and  immensity  of  his  nature,  intercourse  and  their  happiness  would  he  de> 

will  remain  (braver  invisible  to  afl  finite  intelli-  stroyed.    Hence,  we  are  repeatedly  told,  in  the 

gences ;  and  hence  he  is  described  by  the  Apos*  book  of  Revelation,  that,  **  Whosoever  loveth,  or 

tie,  as  **  the  King  Eternal,  Immortal,  and  InvU  makeih  a  lie,  shall  in  no  wise  enter  within  the 

itUe,  whom  no  man  hath  seen  or  can  see.*'    It  gates  of  the  new  Jerusalem."    And,  iherefeic^ 

is,  therefore,  not  only  probable,  but  absolutely  every  one  who  expects  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  ihat 

certain,  that  a  great  p<Mtion,  peihaps  the  great-  happy  world,  ought  now  to  cultivate  a  strict  ra- 

est  portion  of  our  knowledge  io  that  state,  will  gard  to  truth  and  veracity  in  all  its  researches, 

be  derived  fiom  the  communications  of  other  in-  intercourses,  and  ooronmnicatioas ;  otherwise  lie 

telligencet.     With  intellectual  beings  of  a  higher  cannot  be  admitted,  from  the  very  eoastitotiaa 

order  we  shall  bdd  the  most  intimate  converse ;  of  things,  to  the  society  of  saints  and  angels  ia 

lor  we  are  informed,  that  **  just  men  made  per-  the  realms  of  bliss. 

feet'*  will  join  **  the  innumerable  company  of        Thus  it  appears,  that  truth  is  of  the  almost 

angels."    These  beings  are  endued  with  capa-  importance  to  all  rational  bein^,  as  it  lonam  iho 

cious  powers  of  intellect,  and  have  long  been  aource  of  our  knowledge,  the  foundation  of  all 

exercising  them  on  the  most  exalted  objects.  As  aocial  intercourse,  the  ground  of  oor  present 

messengers  from  the  King  of  heaven  to  the  in-  comfort  and  future  prospects,  the  basis  </  all  the 

habitants  of  the  earth,  they  have  frequently  views  we  can  take  of  the  Divine  character  and 

winged  their  way  through  the  celestial  regions,  operations,  and  of  all  our  prospects  of  future  tm- 

and  surveyed  many  of  those  glorious  systems  provement  in  the  eternal  worM.    It  is  the  boaid 

which  lie  bid  from  the  view  of  mortals.    We  of  union  among  all  the  inhabitants  of  heaven  ;  it 

have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  they  have  ao-  is  the  chain  which  connects  the  whole  moral 

quired  expansive  views  of  the  dispensations  of  universe  ;    and    it  constitutes   the    imomtable 

the  Almighty,  not  only  in  relation  to  man,  but  ui  basis  on  which  rests  the  throne  of  the  Ei  enaal. 
relation  to  numerous  worlds  and  intelligences  in        In  the  depraved  society  of  our  world,  troth  is 

different  provinces  of  the  empire  of  God.  And,  violated  in  ten  thousand  different  ways.    It  is 

therefore,  they  must  be  admirably  qualified  to  violated  in  thoughts,  in  woids,  in  eonversatioa» 

impart  ample  stores  of  information  on  the  subli-  in  oral  discourses,  in  writings,  in  printed  booim, 

most  subjects,  to  the  redeemed  uihabitants  from  by  gestures  and  by  ligna,  by  speakinc,  aad  hy 

our  world.    From  the  conmiunications  of  these  remaining  silent.    It  ia  violated  in  refereaee  m 

intelligences  we  may  derive  information  of  the  the  eharaeUr  ^  mtt  aciigMsar,  when  we  iavemt 

order  and  arrangements  of  other  systems ;  of  the  tales  of  falsehood  respecting  him ;  when  we  lia* 

Munral  scenery  of  other  worids;  of  die  different  ten  with  pleasure  to  such  talci  when  told  fay 
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tflhtn ;  whan  wa  sit  mote,  and  refoM  to  rindi- 
mim  his  charmctef  when  it  it  unjustly  aspersed ; 
whoa  W9  ondeafour  to  ajxravale  die  circum- 
■tances  which  may  have  aooompanied  any  crimi- 
nal action ;  when  we  make  do  aUowaaees  for  the 
force  of  temptation,  and  the  pecaliar  cireum- 
•tanees  in  which  the  criminal  may  hare  been 
placed ;  when  we  fii  upon  an  insulated  act  of 
Tioe  or  folly,  and  apply  it  to  our  neighbour  as  a 
general  character;  when  we  rake  up,  with  « 
maleTolent  design,  an  action  which  he  has  long 
since  reprobated  and  repented  of;  when  his  cha- 
racter is  made  the  subject  of  jeat  or  merriment, 
and  when,  by  smiles,  and  noddings,  and  gestures, 
%re  insinuate  any  thing  injurious  to  his  reputa- 
tion. It  is  violatad  mprom9U  when  we  pro* 
nise,  either  what  we  have  no  intention  of  per- 
fbrming,  or  what  we  had  no  right  to  promise,  or 
what  is  out  of  our  power  to  peHbrm,  or  whal 
would  be  unlawful  for  us  to  execute.  It  is  vio- 
lated in  Ikrtalgidngt,  when  we  neglect  to  put 
them  in  execution,  or  we  threaten  to  inflict  what 
would  be  either  cruel  or  unjust.  It  is  violated 
in  hutory^  when  the  principal  &cts  are  blended 
with  douUful  or  fictitious  circumstances ;  when 
the  conduct  of  liars  and  intriguers,  of  public  rob- 
bers and  murderers,  is  vamiidied  over  with  the 
false  glare  of  heroism  and  of  glory ;  and  when  the 
actions  of  upright  men  are,  without  sufficient 
evidence,  attributed  to  knavery,  or  to  the  influ- 
ence of  (aoattcism ;  when  the  writer  construes 
actions  and  events,  and  attributes  to  the  actors 
motives  and  designs,  in  accordance  with  his  own 
prejudices  and  passions,  and  interweaves  his 
opinions  and  deductions,  as  if  they  were  a  por- 
tion of  the  authenticated  records  of  historical  fact. 
—It  is  riolated  in  the  invention  <ifJleiiiioui  nar- 
ratives, and  in  the  relation  of  marvellous  stories, 
when  the  system  df  nature  is  distorted,  historical 
facts  caricatured,  misrepresented,  and  Mended 
with  the  vagaries  of  a  romantic  imagination; 
vriien  scenes,  events,  and  circumstances, "  which 
never  did  nor  can  take  place,**  are  presented  to 
the  view,  merely  to  convey  a  transient  gratifi- 
cation to  trifling  and  indolent  minds. 

It  is  vwlated  by  msMof  scMiue  when  they  give 
an  inaccurate  statement  of  the  results  of  their 
observations  and  experiments;  when,  either 
through  carelessness  or  design,  Uiey  give  an  un- 
bir  representation  of  the  facts  and  principles  in 
nature,  in  order  to  suppnrt  a  favourite  system  or 
hypothesis  ;  and  when  they  studiously  keep  out 
of  view  the  nUious  circumstances  in  which  every 
fact  should  be  contemplated.— It  is  violated  in 
the  UUnry  loorU,  when  the  editor  of  a  magaxhie 
.or  a  review  writes  an  artide,  and  addresses  it  to 
himself,  as  if  it  came  from  the  pen  of  another ; 
when,  for  the  saks  of**  filthy  lucre,**  or  to  gratify  a 
firiend,  he  bestows  eneomiums  on  a  work  which  is 
unworthy  dfdie  attention  of  the  public;  or  when, 
10  gratify  a  mean,  or  revengeful  passion,  he  nrfa> 
fspresents  or  abuses  the  liteinry  productions  of  hii 


opponents ;  or  when  an  author  writes  n  leviev 
of  hit  own  work,  and  imposes  it  on  the  pok^ 
aa  if  it  were  the  dedsioa  of  an  impartial  critic* 
— >It  is  violated  by  esnCrMMrsJottsCs,  when  the| 
bring  forward  arguments  in  support  of  any  posa 
tton  which  they  are  conscious  are  either  weak  ol 
unsound ;  when  they  appear  more  anxious  to  dia> 
play  their  skill  and  dexterity,  and  to  obtain  a 
victory  over  their  adversaries,  than  to  vindicate 
the  cause  of  truth ;  when  sneeis,  and  sareasmsi 
and  persona]  reproaches,  are  substituted  in  the 
room  of  substantial  arguments;  when  they  mi»» 
represent  the  sentiments  of  their  opponents,  by 
stating  them  in  terms  which  materially  alter  their 
meaning;  and  when  they  palm  upon  them  the 
doctrines  and  opinions  which  they  entirely  dis- 
avow* 

It  is  violated  in  MmmtnUl  frswinerisus,  when 
deteriorated  goods  are  varnished  orer  with  a  fair 
outside,  and  puffed  off  as  if  they  were  saleable 
and  sound ;  when  a  merchant  asks  more  than 
he  is  willing  to  uke  for  any  commodity ;  when  he 
depreciates  the  commodities  of  bis  neighbour ; 
when  he  undervalues  whatever  he  is  purchasing, 
and  makes  an  overcharge  for  the  articles  of  whidi 
he  is  disposing ;  wiien  he  denies  the  goods  he 
has  in  hie  possession,  when  there  is  the  prospect 
of  an  advancing  price,— «nd  in  a  thousand  other 
ways,  best  known  to  the  ne&rious  trader. — It  is 
violated  by  persons  in  every  department  of  life, 
not  only  when  they  utter  what  they  know  to  bo 
false,  but  when  they  profess  to  declsre  the  whole 
truth,  and  keep  badi  part  of  it  with  an  intentioB 
to  deceive ;  when  they  make  use  of  a  propoeiticn 
that  is  literally  true,  in  order  to  convey  a  lals^ 
hood  ;*  when  they  flatter  the  vanity  of  weak 
minds ;  when  they  ascribe  to  their  friends  or  to 
others  good  qualities  whidi  do  not  belong  to 
them,  or  reftise  to  acknowledge  those  accomplish- 
ments of  which  they  are  possessed;  when  they 
endeavour  to  cajole  diildrco  hito  obedience,  l^ 
promising  what  they  never  intend  to  perfbrmi 
and  threatening  what  they  never  intend  to  inflict ; 
and  when  they  indulge  in  a  habit  of  exaggeration, 
in  the  account  they  give  of  their  adventuree,  and 
of  the  things  which  they  have  seen  or  heard. 

Truth  is  riolated  by  dgntt  as  well  as  by  words, 
— «s,  when  we  point  with  our  finger  in  a  wrong 
direction,  when  a  traveller  is  inquiring  about  the 
rood  he  should  take ;  when  a  British  ^ip  hoists 

*  Tlie  fonowingfket  win  mustrste  tbls  and  siml> 
lar  pleees  of  fklsehoodi— A  person,  when  selUnf  a 
waioh,  was  asked'by  ttie  purchaser  If  It  kept  time 
correctly?  He  was  told  by  the  owner,  that  neltiter 
the  hour  nor  the  minute  hand  had  rsontred  tohe  alter- 
ed for  more  than  a  twelve-month.  This  was  littruAr 
true:  hot  the  WAteh  was,  nevertheless,  a  very  bad 
ragalator  of  time.  When  hung  in  a  perpendicular  po- 
sition, It  went  too  slow,  and,  when  laid  In  a  horixon- 
ta)  position,  it  went  too  fast  t  hot  by  alternately  shlft- 
inic  these  positions,  and  thus  modifying  the  rates  of 
motion,  the  hands  did  not  requlrs  to  be  altered.  Snch 
assertions,  however,  an  to  be  considered  as  diteel 
lies,  when  they  are  intended  to  convey  a  fldse  oi 
loneotts  conception,  as  In  the  instance  now  i 
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SpaniiSi  ooldon ;  when  fUgi  of  trace  ire  noUtad ;  bright  preapacti  of  li«|ipiiM«  iavolT«d  in  a  daol 

whan  8pi«8  iuinuato  themMlvea  into  •ocieiy  u  of  darlciieM  and  despair.     Bj  ifae  Mpluatrj  </ 

upright  BMO|  Ibr  the  purpoae  of  eotrapping  Uie  unprincipled  men,  Kteratnre  and  scieoce  1mv« 

ttnwarjr ;  when  laiee  tnloUigence  fcs  oommuaicat-  been  penrerted,  and  the  avenues  to  ■ubatanliai 

ed  to  an  enemj;  when  firas  are  lighted,  or  put  knowledge  rendered  difficult  and  daagereuB;  liti- 

out,  in  order  to  deeeiTe  UMurinere  at  eea;  and  gatione  hare  been  multiplied  without  number; 

when  iignale  of  distreee  are  oounterfeiled  by  shipe  human  beings  bare  been  agitated,  perplexed,  and 

sea,  (or  the  purpose  of  decoying  into  th^  bewildered ;  and  the  widow  and  the  fctheriess 

power  the  ships  of  an  enemy.  oppressed  and  robbed  of  their  dearest  enjoymeula. 

Truth  is  violated  in  relation  to  Ghid,  when  we  Could  we  ieardi  the  private  records  of  ancient 

oonoeal  from  those  whom  we  are  bound  to  in-  kings,  princes,  and  legislators,  and  trace  the  da* 

struct,  the  grandeur  and  immensity  of  his  works,  oeitfiii  plans  which  have  been  laid  in  palaces  and 

and  the  displays  of  divine  intelligence  and  skiH  cabinets— or  could  we,  at  thb  moment,  penetrate 

which  are  exhU>ited  in  his  visible  operations;  into  all  the  intrigues,  deoeptians,  treadieries, 

when  we  eihibit  a  diminutive  view  of  the  extent  plots,  and  machinations,  whidh  are  going  forward 

and  glory  of  his  kingdom;  when  we  give  an  uh  m  the  cabinets  of  demote,  the  mansions  of  prin* 

accurate  and  distorted  representation  of  the  lawi  ces,  and  the  courts  or  law,  throu^nt  Europe, 

irf'  nature,  and  of  the  order  and  the  economy  of  Africa,  and  Ama ;  such  a  host  of  lalsehoods  and 

the  Hoiverse ;  when  we  misrepresent  the  facts  "  lying  abominations,''  like  an  army  of  spectres 

which  exist  in  the  system  of  nature,  and  which  from  the  infernal  regions,  woukl  stare  us  in  the 

occur  in  the  truth  of  providence ;  when  we  call  in  ftoe,  as  would  make  us  shrink  back  with  horror 

question  the  history  of  that  revelation  which  he  and  amaxement,  and  fill  us  with  astonishment 

has  confirmed  by  signs  and  miracles,  and  by  the  diat  the  patience  of  the  God  of  heaven  has  been 

accomplishment  of  numerous  predictions ;  when  so  long  exercised  towards  the  inhabitants  of  such 

we  misrepresent  its  facts,  its  doctrinOi,  and  its  a  depraved  and  polluted  worid. 
moral  requisitions ;  when  we  transform  its  histo-        Let  us  now  consider,  Ibr  a  little,  some  of  die 

rical  narrations  into  a  series  of  parables  and  alio-  eflTects  which  would  inevitably  follow  were  the 

gories ;  when  we  distort  its  literal  meaning  by  lawof  truth  wntetrsat^  violated.    In  this  case  a 

vague  and  injudicious  qririhuJiting  comments ;  scene  of  horror  and  confijsion  wodd  ensue,  of 

mhoa  we  fix  our  attention  solely  on  its  doctrines,  which  it  is  difficult  for  the  mind  to  form  any  dia- 

and  neglea  to  inveetigate  its  moral  precepts;  tinct  conception.    It  Is  obvious,  in  the  first  place, 

and  when  we  confine  our  views  to  a  few  pouts  that  rational  beings  conU  never  improve  b 

in  the  system  of  revelation,  and  neglect  to  con-  knowledge,  beyond  the  range  of  the  sensitive  ob> 

template  its  whole  range,  in  all  its  aspects  and  jecto  that  happened  to  oe  placed  within  the  sphere 

bearings.  of  their  peraonal  observation.    For,  by  far  the 

In  the  above,  and  in  ten  thousand  other  modes,  greater  part  of  our  knowledge  is  derived  from  the 
b  the  law  of  truth  violated  by  the  degenerate  in-  communications  of  others,  and  finom  the  stimulus 
habitnnts  of  our  work!.    The  mischiefs  and  the  to  intellectual  exertion  which  such  commonica- 
miseries  whidi  have  followed  its  violation,  in  re-  tions  produce.^ — ^Let  us  suf^xMo  a  Iiuman  being 
ference  to  the  affairs  of  nations,  to  the  private  trained  up,  fi-om  infancy,  in  a  wilderness,  by  a 
interests  of  societies,  families,  and  individuals,  bear  or  a  wolf,  as  history  records  to  have  been 
and  to  the  everlasting  concerns  of  mankind,  are  the  caso  of  sevecal  individuals  in  the  forests  of 
Incalculable,  and  dreadfol  beyond  description.    It  France,  Germany,  and  Lithuania,— what  know^ 
is  one  of  the  principal  sources  fi-om  which  have  ledge  could  such  a  being  acquire  beyond  that  of 
sprung  the  numerous  abominations  and  cruelties  a  brute  f    He  might  distinguish  a  horse  from  a 
connected  with  the  system  of  Pagan  idolatry,  the  cow,  and  a  man  from  a  dog,  and  know  that  such 
delusions  and  the  persecuting  spirit  of  the  vola-  objects  as  trees,  shrubs,  grass,  flowers,  and  wa- 
ries  at  Mahomet,  and  the  pretended  miracles,  ter,  existed  around  him ;  but  knowledge,  strictly 
and  **  the  lying  wonders,"  of  that  church  which  so  called,  and  the  proper  exercise  of  bis  rational 
is  denominated  "  the  moUier  ofhariots  and  abomi-  facultiee,  be  could  not  acquire,  so  long  as  he  r»- 
nations  of  the  earth."    It  has  been  chiefly  owing  mained  detached  from  other  rational  beinga 
to  the  violation  of  this  law,  that  the  thrones  «*  Such  would  be  our  sitoatkm,  were  falsehood  uni- 
ty rants  have  been  supported,  that  liberty  has  been  versal  among  men.    We  could  acquire  a  know- 
destroyed,  that  public  safety  and  happiness  have  ledge  of  no&ing  but  what  was  obrions  to  our 
been  tfklangered,  that  empires  have  been  over-  senses  in  the  objects  with  which  we  were  sor- 
turoed,  that  nations  have  been  dashed  one  against  rounded.    We  couU  not  know  whether  the  earth 
another,  and  that  war  has  produced  among  the  ho-  were  twenty  miles,  or  twenty  thousand  miles  in 
man  race  so  many  overwhelming  desolations.  By  .  extent,  and  whether  oceans*  seas,  rivers,  and 
the  peraicKMis  influence  of  falsehood,  the  peace  ranges  of  mountains,  existed  on  its  surfece,  un- 
uf  femiliee  has  been  invaded,  their  comforts  Mast-  less  we  had  made  the  tour  of  it  in  porson,  and« 
ed,  their  good  name  dishonoured,  their  wealdi  with  our  own  eyes,  surveyed  the  various  objects 
destroyed,  their  hopes  disappointed,  and  their  heontains.    Of  oourssi,  we  shoaU  renoin  fai  ab 
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Mbte  ifiHMraiiM  cf  t^  ezutonca  and  the  attri-  aiidooii»Mree,buyiogaiidwniiig,80cbiooiiipMta 

buiesoTGodiof  the  morml  rdatioiui^f  iotell^eot  and  agreemeoU  wouU  be  annihilated ;  icienoe, 

being!  Co  their  Creator,  and  to  one  another,  and  litemture,  and  the  arte,  eould  not  exist ;  and  cod- 

of  the  reelitiee  of  a  future  ttate.    For  it  is  ooljr,  iequently,  univereitiei,  colleges,  diurchee,  aca* 

»r  chiefly^  through  the  medium  of  lesfinieny,  oon»-  demiee,  schools,  and  every  othet  seminary  of  in* 

billed  with  the  endoace  of  our  sensee,  that  we  atniction  would  be  unknown.  No  villages,  towns, 

acquire  a  knowledfe  of  such  tniUis  and  objects,  nor  cities  would  be  built ;  no  fieids  cultivated ; 

In  the  neit  ptaoe,  all  confidence  among  ihteU  oo  orchards,  vineyards,  nor  gardens  planted  ;  no 

Bgeat  beinga,  would  be  completely  destroyed,  intercourse  would  exist  between  dtflTerentrefiona 

Disappoiatmeat  would  invmiabfy  attend  every  of  the  globe ;  and  nothing  but  one  dreary  barren 

purpose  and  reaolutwa,  and  every  scheme  we  waste  would  be  presented  to  the  oye,  throughout 

Wbihed  toexecote,  if  it  depended  in  the  least  de-  the  whole  expanse  of  nature.      So  that  were 

free  upon  the  direction  or  asaistaaoe  of  othera.  truth  completely  banished  from  the  earth,  it 

We  durst  not  taste  an  article  of  (bod  which  we  would  present  a  picture  of  that  dark  and  dismal 

received  ftom  another,  leet  it  thould  contain  pot-  region  where  "all  lian  have  their  portion!** 

ion ;  nor  «ooU  we  ever  ooostmct  a  houee  to  diel>  where  all  are  deceirers  and  deceived,  ud  where 

ter  us  from  the  storm,  unlesa  our  own  physical  the  hopeless  mind   roams  amidst  innumerable 

powers  were  adequate  to  the  work.    Were  we  &Iie  intelligeoeee,  for  one  ray  of  comfort,  or  ono 

living  in  Edinburgh,  we  could  never  go  to  Mu^  confidential  spirit  in  which  it  may  confide,  but 

lelburgh  or  Dalkeith,  if  we  were  previously  ig-  roams  in  vain. 

noraat  of  the  situation  of  theas  places ;  or  were  In  short,  were  trudi  banished  not  only  from 
we  reeidinf  in  London,  it  wouM  be  impoesiblo  this  worid,  but  iirom  the  universe  at  Urge,  c^ea- 
for  Of  ever  to  lind  our  way  to  Hommerton  or  tion  wouM  be  transformed  into  a  chaos ;  tho 
Hampetead,  nalesa,  after  a  thoosaad  attempts,  hood  which  now  connects  angels  and  archangels, 
eAonee  should  happen  to  direct  us ;  and  when  we  cherubim  and  seraphim,  in  oneharmontous  union, 
arrived  at  either  of  thesQ.  viltages,  we  should  still  would  be  forever  dissolved ;  the  bhabituits  of  all 
be  in  as  much  uncertainty  aa  ever  whether  it  was  worlds  would  be  thrown  into  a  state  of  universal 
die  place  to  whkdi  we  intended  to  direct  our  anarchy ,  they  would  shun  each  other's  society, 
Mepe.  Confidence  being  deetroyed,  there  could  and  remain  as  so  many  cheerless  and  insuUied 
be  no  fnendship,  no  union  of  hearts,  no  affection-  wretches,  amidst  the  gloom  and  desolations  of 
ate  iniereoorse,  no  social  converse,  no  consofait*  universal  nature ;  all  improvements  in  know- 
lion  or  comfort  in  the  hour  of  distress,  no  hopes  ledge,  and  all  progressive  advances  towards  moral 
of  deliverance  in  the  midst  of  danger,  and  no  perfoction,  wouM  be  forever  interrupted ;  and 
prospect  of  the  least  enjoymsnt  firom  any  being  happiness  wouU  be  banished  from  the  whole  in- 
around  us.  In  sodi  a  case,  the  mind  would  feel  telligent  sjrstem.  Every  mind  wouU  become  the 
Itself  as  in  a  wilderness,  even  when  surrounded  aeat  of  terror  and  suspense,  and  wooM  be  haunt- 
by  fellow  inteliigenoes,  and  wherever  it  roamed  ed  with  frightful  spectres  and  dreadful  expeeta- 
ovor  the  vast  expanse  of  nature,  or  among  the  tions.  Tlw  goremment  of  the  Eternal  would 
■ass  of  living  beings  around  it,  it  would  meet  be  subverted,  the  moral  order  of  the  intelligeot 
with  no  aibctionate  interdmnge  of  feelings  and  system  overturned  ;  aO  subordination  would 
sentimsnts,  and  no  object  on  which  it  oouU  rest  cease,  and  misery  wouM  reign  uncontrolled 
for  solace  and  enjoyment.  Every  one  would  feel  throughout  every  region  of  mtellectoal  existence, 
as  if  lie  were  placed  in  the  midst  of  aa  infinlM  For  tnUh  is  implied  in  the  principle  of  love ;  it 
void,  and  as  if  he  were  the  only  lieing  residing  ia  eeseatial  to  its  existenoe ;  so  that  the  one  can- 
in  the  miverse.  In  such  a  case  we  would  flee  not  operate  except  on  the  basis  of  the  other :  and 
from  tlie  society  of  men  as  we  would  do  from  a  we  have  already  shown,  that  the  destruction  of 
lion  or  a  tiger  when  rushing  oo  his  prey ;  and  love  would  be  the  destruction  of  all  order,  and  ot 
bide  oarielvee  in  dens,  and  forests,  and  caverns  all  happiness  among  intelligent  beings, 
of  the  earth,  till  death  should  put  a  period  to  a  Such  are  eome  cf  the  dreadful  efiects  which 
cheerless  and  miserable  existence.  wouhi  inevitably  follow,  were  the  law  under  eon* 

All  social  intercourses  and  relations  wo«dd  sideratioo  reversed  or  universally  violated.  In 
eease ;  -families  could  not  possibly  exist;  nor  our  world  this  law  has,  hitherto,  been  oolypor- 
any  affectionate  intercourse  between  the  sexee ;  Ualfy  violated  ;  yet  what  dreadful  mischiefo,  be- 
for  truth,  and  the  confidence  whwh  is  founded  yond  calculatkm,  and  even  beyond  conception, 
upon  it,  are  implied  in  all  the  intercourses  of  has  its  firequent  violation  created !  Ever  since 
husbands  and  wives,  of  brothers  and  sisters,  thatmoment  when"  the  father  of  lies"  deceived 
and  of  parents  and  children  ;<— and  consequently,  the  first  human  pair,  how  many  thousands  of 
the  human  race,  dropping  into  the  grave,  one  millioos  of  liars  have  trodden  in  his  footsteps ! 
after  another,  like  the  leaves  of  aotunm,  without  and  what  a  host  of  falsehoodt  has  fdfowed  in 
any  successors,  wouU,  in  a  short  time,  be  extir-  their  train,  which  have  deetnwed  the  harmonj  of 
pated  fiom  the  eaith.  In  such  a  stale,  kindneas  the  moral  system,  and  robbed  the  world  cf  bap- 
tad  affection  would  never  be  emciaed ;  trad*  pinewandrepofa!    Tot  how  little  are  we  affoet- 
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ed  by  the  iiroqoent  Tiolttions  of  this  law  ?  and  would  be  held  sacred  and  ioTiolate.  SeifBoa 
how  teldom  do  we  reflect,  that  every  fitlsehood  would  rapidtf  advaoce  towardi  perfect! m  ;  fer, 
w«  unadviaedly  utter,  ia'an  infringement  of  that  aa  all  ite  principles  and  doctrines  are  foundea 
law  on  which  rest  the  throne  of  the  Almighty  upon  facts,  when  truth  is  universally  held  invio- 
and  ilie  eternal  >appiness  dt  the  universe  ?  For  Kihle,  the  facts  oo  whidi  it  is  built  will  always 
if  one  he  may  be  palliated  or  vindicated,  on  the  be  fiiirly  represented.  Every  fiict  asserted  by 
same  principle  we  might  viodicat6  a  thousand,  voyagers  and  travellers,  in  relation  to  the  frfiysi* 
and  a  million,  and  millions  of  millions,  till  fiilse-  cal  or  the  moral  world,  and  every  detail  of  ez« 
hood  became  universe]  among  all  ranks  of  periments  made  by  the  chembt  and  the  pbikieo* 
beings  and  till  the  moral  order  <m  the  intelligent  phw,  would  Ibrm  a  sure  ground-work  lor  the 
creation  was  completely  subverted.  Of  how  development  of  truth,  and  the  detection  of  error; 
much  importance  is  it  then,  that  an  inviolable  at-  without  the  least  suspicion  arising  in  the  mind 
taohment  to  truth,  in  its  minutest  ramifications,  respecting  the  veracity  of  the  persons  on  wfaoae 
be  early  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  young,  testimony  we  rely.  For  want  of  this  confidence 
by  persuasion,  by  precept,  by  example,  by  rea-  the  mim^bas  been  perplexed  and  distracted  by 
aoning,and  by  a  vivid  representation  of  its  im-  the  jarring  statements  of  travellen,  naturalistSi 
portance,  and  of  its  inestimable  benefits  ?  aad  and  historians ;  false  theories  have  been  fram- 
how  careful  should  we  be  to  preserve  them  from  ed ;  systems  have  been  reared  oo  the  baselesa 
all  incentives  to  the  practice  of  lying,  and  espe-    fabric  of  a  vision ;  the  feundations  of  science 

cially  from  the  company  of  thoee  **  whose  mouth  have  been  shaken ;  its  utility  called  in  question, 

■peaketh  vanity,  and  their  right  hand  is  a  right  and  its  most  sublime  discoveries  overlooked  and 

band  of  falsehood.'*  diiregarded. 

Were  falsehood  universally  detested,  cod  the        In  fine,  the  clouds  which'  now  obeenre  many 

love  of  truth  universally  cherished  ;  were  a  single  of  the  sublime  objects  of  religion,  and  the  reali- 

He  never  more  to  be  uttered  by  any  inhabitant  of  ties  of  a  future  world,  would  be  di^>elled,  were 

this  globe,  what  a  mighty  change  wouki  be  ef-  fiilsehood  unknown,  and  truth  beheld  in  its  na- 

fected  in  the  condition  of  mankind,  and  what  a  tive  light ;  and  religion,  purified  fi-om  every  mix* 

glorious  radiance  would  be  diffused  over  all  the  ture  of  error  and  delusi(Ni,  wouki  appear  arrayed 

movements   of  the  intelligent  system  ?     The  In  its  own  heavenly  radiance,  and  attract  the  love 

whole  host  of  liars,  peijurers,  sharpers,  seducers,  and  the  admiration  of  men.     When  exhibited 

slanderers,  tale-bearers,  quacks,  thieves,  swin*  in  its  native  grandeur  and  simplicity,  all  doobia 

dlers,  harpies,  fraudulent  dealers,  false  friends,  respecting  its  divine  origin  wouM  soon  evanish 

flatterers,  corrupt  judges,  despots,  sophists,  hypo*  from  the  mind'— the  beauty  and  sublimity  of  its 

crites,  and  religious  impostors,  with  the  count*  doctrines  would  be  recognised  as  worthy  of  its 

less  multitude  of  frauds,  treacheries,  impositions,  Author ;  and  all  its  moral  requisitions  would  be 

falsehoods,  and  distresses  which  have  followed  in  perceived  to  be  "  holy,  just,  and  good,"  and 

their  train,  would  instantly  disappear  from  among  calculated  to  promote  the  order,  and  the  ever 

men.    The  beams  of  truth,  penetrating  throu^  lasting  happiness  of  the  intelligent  universe* 

the  mists  of  ignorance,  error,  and  perplexity,  Divine  truth  irradiating  every  mind,  and  aocom- 

produced  by  sophists,  sceptics,  and  deceivers,  panied  with  the  emanations  of  heavenly  love, 

which  have  so  long  enveloped  the  human  mind,  would  dispel  the  gloom  which  now  hangs  over 

would  diffuse  a  lustre  and  a  dieerfulness  on  the  tnany  sincere  and  pious  minds ;   would  units 

fiuse  of  the  moral  world,  like  the  mild  radiance  man  to  man,  and  man  to  God  ;  and  the  inhabi- 

of  the  morning  after  a  dark  and  tempestuous  lants  of  this  world,  freed  from  every  donbt,  error, 

night.    Confidence  would  be  restored  through-  and  perplexity,  would  move  forward  in  haraiony 

out  every  department  of  social  life;  jealousy,  and  peace,  tojoin"  the  innumerable  company  of 

wttspicion,  and  distrust  would  no  kmger  rankle  angels,  and  the  general  assembly  of  the  spirits  of 

in  the  human  breast ;  and  unfeigned  afl*ection,  just  men  made  perfect,  whose  names  are  written 

fidelity,  and  friendship,  would  unite  the  whole  u  heaven." 
brotherhood  of  mankind.    With  what  a  beauti- 

fijl  simplicity,  and  with  what  smoothness  and  ^"  ""^=  commahdihot. 

harmony  would  the  worW  of  trade  move  onward  u  Thau  Mi  noi  e^  ihy  neighbour's  hcoae, 
in  all  Its  tran|*ctions !  How  many  cares  and  ^^^  ^^alt  not  covet  thy  neighbour's  wifeTnor 
anxietiwwould  vanish !  how  many  perplexities  ^^  ma„.«^„t,  nor  hb  maidHMrrvant,  nor  bii 
would  ceate !  and  how  many  rutnous  litigations  ^,  ..^ ..  ...  '  ^,^,  fUm^AMt  .*•  *il  --?-m- 
*ouMb«pre»«nt«lf  For  d- Twhtion  dT Mlh  ^^~|'J"»«."««W*V*«« "%"•«*■ 
may  be  considered  as  the  chief  cause  of  all  those 

disputes  respecting  proper^,  which  have  plunge        Every  precept  of  the  law  to  wditch  I  hsva 

ed  so  many  families  into  suspense  and  wretched*  hiUierto  adverted,  has  a  reference  not  only  to  tha 

r«d8s.    The  tribunals  of  justice  wouU  be  purified  s*(«mo<  eonduet  of  moral  agents,  but  also  to  the 

ftmn  every  species  of  sophistry  and  deceit ;  and  tntamaZ  mati»e»  or  prMplm  from  which  thai 

Ibopromises  of  kings,  and  the  leagues  of  nationsi  condoct  proceeds.    This  it  eridentlroai  the 


TEimSNGT  OP  COVETOUSNSSS.  ]]8 

Md'r&tions  alroftdy  stated,  and  from  ibe  whole  world  at  Urge!     In  relation  <o  the  avarieimii 

tenor  of  Divine  Revelation  {— «nd  it  ia  in  unison  man  himself,  could  we  trace  all  the  eager  desirsti 

with  reason,  and  with  the  common  sense  of  anxieties,  perploxiiies,  and  cares,  which  baraaf 

mankind,  that  the  merit  or  demerit  of  any  action  his  soul ;  ihe  fraudulent  schemes  he  is  obliged  to 

is  to  be  estimated,  according  to  the  intention  of  contrive,  in  order  to  accomplish  his  object ;  the 

the  actor,  and  the  disposition  from  which  it  miserable  shifls  to  which  he  is  reduced,  in  order 

flows.    That  no  doubt  may  remain  on  this  point,  to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  common  honesty ; 

the  Supreme  Legislator  closes  the  decalogue  the  mass  of  contradictions,  and  the  medley  of 

with  a  command,  which  has  a  reference  solely  to  falsehoods,  to  which  he  is  always  obliged  to  have 

the  desires  and  dispositions  of  the  mind :  '*  Thoo  rebourse ;  the  numerous  disappointments  to  which 

Shalt  not  covet."    Govetousness  consists  in  an  his  eager  pursuit  itf  wealth  continually  exposes 

inordinaU  desire  of  earthly  object^  and  enjoy-  hint,  ami  by  which  his  soul  is  pierced  as  with  so 

ments.    This  desire,  when  uniformly  indulged,  many  daggers — we  shoald  behold  a  wretched 

leads  to  a  breach  of  almost  every  other  precept  of  being,  the  prey  of  restless  and  contending  pes- 

Uie  Divine  law ;  and  is  the  source  of  more  than  sions,  with  a  mind  full  of  falsehoods,  deceitful 

one  half  of  all  the  evils  which  afflict  the  human  schemes,  and  grovelling  affections^  like  a  tage- 

raoe.    It  leads  to  a  breach  of  the  eighth  com-  fullofevery  unclean  and  hateful  bird,— a  mind  in- 

mand,  by  exciting  either  to  fraudulent  dealings,  or  capable  of  any  rational  enjoyment  in  this  life,  and 

to  direct  acts  of  theft  and  robbery. — It  leads  to  entirely  incapacitated  for  relishing  the   nobler 

a  breach  of  the  ninth  command,  by  cherishing  the  enjoyments  of  the  life  to  come.    Such  a  man  ia 

principle  of  falsehood  which  is  implied  in  every  not  only  miserable  himself,  but  becomes  a  moral 

fiaodulent  transaction.— It  leads  to  a  violation  of  nuisance  to    the  neighbourhood    around  him; 

the  sixth  command,  by  engendering  a  spirit  of  re-  stinting  his  own  family  of  its  necessary  comforts ; 

venge  against  those  who  stand  in  the  way  of  its  oppressing  the  widow  and  the  fatherless ;  grasp* 

gratification ;  and  by  exciting  the  covetous  man  ing  with  insatiable  fangs  every  houee,  tenemettt« 

to  the  commission  of  murder,  in  order  to  acooniF-  and  patch  of  land  within  his  reach;  hurrying 

plish  his  avaricious  desires.— It  also  leads  to  a  poor  unfortunate  debtors  to  jail ;  setting  adrift 

▼lolation  of  the  eeventh  command ;  for,  wbon  one  the  poor  and  needy  from  their  long-accustomed 

*<  covets  his  neighbour's  wife,"  the  next  step  is  dwellings ;  and  presenting  to  the  young  and 

to  endeavour  to  withdraw  her  affection  from  her  thoughtless  a  picture,  which  is  too  froquentlj 

husband,  and  to  plunge  a  family  into  misery  and  copied,  of  an  immortal  mind  immersed  in  the 

distress.— It  also  leads  to  a  violation  of  the  fifth  mire  of  the  most  degrading  passions,  and  wor- 

procept  of  the  law,  not  only  as  it  steels  the  heart  shipping  and  serving  the  creature  more  thaa 

against  those  kindly  fflial  affections  which  child-  the  Creator,  who  is  blessed  forever, 

ren  ought  to  exercise  towards  their  parents,  but  In  relation  to  large  communities  and  natioDSi 

as  it  excites  them  to  withhold  from  their  parents,  this  grovelling  passion  has  produced,  on  an  ex- 

when  in  old  age  and  distress,  those  external  com-  tensive  scale,  the  most  mischievous  and  destruo- 

fbrts  which  are  requisite  to  their  happiness,  and  tive  effects.    It  has  plundered  palaces,  churchesi 

vriiich  it  ia  the  duty  of  affectionate  children  to  pro*  seats  of  leaming^anid  repositories  of  art ;  it  baa 

ride.    And,  when  covetousness  has  thus  led  to  polluted  the  courts  ofjudicature,  and  the  tribunals 

the  breach  of  every  other  precept  of  the  second  of  justice ;  it  has  corrupted  magistrates,  judges, 

table  of  the  law,  it  follows,  that  all  the  precepts  of  and  legislators ;  and  has  transformed  many  even 

the  Brst  table  are  also  virtually  violated.    For  all  of  the  ministers  of  religion,  into  courtly  syeo- 

the  commandments  of  the  first  table  are  briefly  phants,  and  hunters  after  places  and  pensions, 

summed  up  in  this  comprehensive  precept,**  Thou  It  has  ground  whole  nations  to  poverty,  under 

shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  Qod  with  all  thy  heart:**  the  load  of  taxation ;  it  has  levelled  spacioos 

but  it  is  obviously  impossible,  nay,  it  would  be  a  cities  with  the  dust ;  turned  fruitful  fields  into  a 

contradiction  in  terms,  to  suppose,  that  supreme  wiMemess ;  spread  misery  over  whole  empires ; 

love  to  the  Creator  can  reside  in  the  same  breast  drenched  the  earth  with  human  gore ;  and  waded 

in  which  an  inordinate  desire  of  worldly  enjoy-  through  fields  of  blood  in  order  to  satiate  its  no- 

ments  reigns  uncontrolled,  and  in  which  love  to  governable  desires.     What  has  led  to  moflt  of 

man  has  no  existence.    So  that  covetousness  the  wars  wHich  have  desolated  the  earth.  In  every 

UMiy  be  considered  as  the  great  barrier  whidi  age,  but  the  insatiable  cravings  of  this  restless 

oeparates  between  man  and  his  Maker,  and  also  and  grovelling  passion?    It  was  the  cursed  love 

as  the  polluted  fountain  from  whence  flow  all  the  of  gold  that  excited   the  Spaniards  to  ravage 

moral  abominations  and  the  miseries  of  mankind,  the  territories  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  to  violato 

The  more  obvious  and  direct  manifestation  of  every  principle  of  justice  and  humanity,  to  mas- 

this  principle  is  generally  distinguished  by  the  sacre,  and  to  perpetrate  the  most  horrid  crueltiea 

name  of  Avarietf  or  an  inordinate  desire  of  riches,  on  their  unoffending  inhabitants.    It  is  the  same 

And  what  a  countless  host  of  evils  has  flowed  principle,  blended  with  the  lust  of  power,  which 

from  this  unhallowed  passion,  both  in  relation  to  still  actuates  the  infatuated  rulers  of  that  unhappy 

iMfifiduals,  to  faouUof,  to  nations,  and  to  Um  nation,  in  their  rain  attempts  to  ovoTthrow  tho 
2M 
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of  their  tanmr  eolooics.     The  whoaMumaairaoTii 

prineiple  conwieoced,  wad  iliU  carries  on,  aatiqaily  oTifaeir  Ikiuilies, 

that  thoauaM»  traiBe,  the  dam  itmdt, — a  traffic  ploiu  of  beroism,  and  their  palrwoaial 

which  has  enuiled  nisery  on  millioiis  of  the  sioos. 

MM  of  Africa;  which  Ims  excited  wars,  and  But  it  is  chiefly  on  the  great  theatre  of  the 

lendsi  and   masiacrea,   amoof   her   nuoierain  that  aisbilion  has  displajped  ttaasoat  dreadUc** 

tribes ;  whidi  has  CireTer  separated  from  each  orgies,  and  ito  moot  overwhefaniiif  drraaiatieaB. 

other  brothorsand  sisters,  pareeis  and  chiMreo ;  In  order  to  gain  possessioa  of  a  ibrooe,  it  baa 

which  has  saflbcated  iboosands  of  bunaa  beings  throwp  iriiole  nations  into  a  state  of  ooDTalsian 

.  in  the  cells  of  a  floating  dungeon,  and  pkunged  and  aUm.  The  road  to  political  power  and  pre- 

ten  thoosaads  into  a  watery  grare;— a  tnJie  ominenoe,  has  been  prepared  by  the  overflow  cf 


which  is  a  disgrace  to  the  booMn  species ;  which  truth  and  justice,  by  fboMOting  feuds  nad 
has  transfimned  cirUized  men  into  infernal  fiends;  lione,  by  bribery,  murder,  and  assaminaiioaa,  faj 
w^ich  has  trampled  on  ofery  principle  of  justice;  sanguinary  battles,  by  the  phmder  of  whole  pro- 
wbich  has  de&oed  the  image  ofGod  in  nmn,  and  rinoes,  the  desolation  of  cities  and  ▼iltegcs,  ad 
extinguished  every  spark  of  humanity  from  the  by  the  sighs,  the  groans,  and  bmentatians  </«•- 
minds  of  the  ferocious  banditti  which  avarice  numbered  widows  and  orphanaL  In  order  to 
has  employed  for  aooompltshing  her  nefivioos  raise  a  silly  mortal  to  despotic  power  oo  As 
designs  *  throne  of  Spain,  how  naany  human  Tictims  faafa 
Ambidanf  or,  an  inordinate  desire  of  power,  been  sacrificed  at  the  altar  of  ambition !  haw 
luperiority,  and  distinction,  is  another  modifica-  many  fiimilies  have  been  rent  asunder,  and  plnng- 
tion  of  this  malignant  principle.  This  passion  is  ed  imo  irremediable  ruin !  and  how  many  iftnu^ 
manifested,  in  a  greater  or  lees  degree,  by  men  ous  patriots  have  been  immured  in  dnngeoas, 
of  all  ranks  and  chamcters,  and  in  every  situa-  and  have  expired  under  the  axe  of  the  exnculia»> 
tion  in  life.  It  is  di^»hiyed  in  the  aeiboo^roMi  or!  At  the  present  moment,  the  fertile  Tales  sf 
by  the  boy  who  is  always  eager  to  stand  foro-  Mexico,  the  mountains  and  plains  of  So«dk 
most  in  lus  class ;  in  the  baU^oom,  by  the  lady  America,  the  ferests  of  the  Burmese,  nod  the 
who  is  prood  of  her  beauty,  and  of  her  splendid  shores  of  Turkey  and  of  Greece,  are  every  where 
attire ;  in  the  earpcratiom-JuUf  by  the  citixen  wibo  covered  with  the  ravages  of  this  fell  dcauoym, 
struts  with  an  air  of  conscious  dignity,  and  is  whose  path  is  always  marked  with  deaolatioasid 
ever  and  anon  aiming  at  pompous  harangues ;  bloodshed.  To  recount  all  the  evils  whidh  am- 
en Ihe  beneh^  by  the  hauj^ty  and  overbearing  bition  has  produced  over  this  vast  gkibe,  wodd 
Judge ;  in  the  dknroA,  by  those  rulers  who,  Xike  be  to  write  a  history  of  the  struggles  and 
Diotrepbes,  "  Luve  to  Inve  the  pre-eminence ;"  tests  of  nations,  and  of  the  sorrows  and  aofle 
in  AepulpUf  by  the  preacher  whose  main  object  of  mankind.  So  insatiable  is  tbm 
it  is  to  excite  the  admiration  and  applause  of  a  passion,  that  the  whole  earth  i^tpenn  a  field  loo 
surroundiog  audience ;  in  the  sirests,  by  the  pom-  small  for  its  malignant  operations.  Alexander 
pous  airs  of  the  prood  dame,  the  coxcomb,  and  the  Gkeat,  after  having  conqnered  the  greatar 
the  dashing  squire;  in  die  viUagtt  by  him  who  part  of  the  known  world,  wept,  because  be  bad 
has  a  better  house,  and  a  longer  purse,  than  his  not  another  world  to  oonquw.  Were  fbere  as 
neighbours ;  in  the  hamlH,  by  the  peasant  who  physical  impediments  to  obstruct  the  coarse  of 
can  lift  the  heaviest  stone,  or  fight  and  wrestle  this  detestable  passion,  it  would  ravage,  not  asfy 
with  the  greatest  strength  or  agility ;  and  in  tkt  the  globe  on  wbidi  we  dwell,  but  the  wfaolo  of  tha 
city,  by  the  nobleman  who  endeavours  to  rival  planetary  worlds ;  it  would  range  from  system  ta 
an  his  compeers  in  the  magnificence  of  his  man-  system, carrying  ruin  and  devastatioD  in  its  tiain, 
sion,  and  the  splendour  of  his  equipage ;  among  till  the  material  universe  was  involved  m  minrcy 
the  learrudj  by  their  eager  desire  to  spread  their  and  desolaiion ;  and  it  would  attempt  to  nubvert 
name  to  the  woHd,  and  to  extend  their  feme  to  even  thefeundationsof  the  throne  of  theBteranL 
succeeding  generations ;  and  among  all  classes  Such  are  some  of  the  dismal  and  destraetive 

eflTects  of  eomConinem,   when  prosecuting  the 


*  lltAtthkiaoenrBedtTafllcls  still  carried  on,  with  n-.u.  «vf  .•>«/.«  mmA  •»ik:»:«««.  .nj  _i,7r 

unabated  vigour,  by  the  civilized  powers  of  Itarope,  P****?  of  avance  and  ambition:  and  when  we 

appears  from  the  following  statement:  —"The  boau  consider  that  it  is  uniformly  accompanied  in  its 

of  a  British  Frigate,  the   Maidstone,  boarded,  in  progress,  with  pride,  envv,  disoooteatmeat.  and 

eleven  dajt  of  June,  I8«4,  no  leas  than  ten  Prenoh  l^SI^'Jl      ^\{      ^!  J^^^^xT?' 

vessels,  at  a  single  spot  upon  the  coast  of  Africa  { the  '«■"««  desires,— it  is  easy  to  perceive,  that,  were 

measurement  of  which  vessels  was  between  1400  and  it  left  to  reign  without  contral  over  the  humaa 

1000  tons,  while  they  were  destined  for  the  incaroe-  niind  It  woiiLd  ««»  AmmtAmim  «i«Ar«  •««;«»  «r  .k^ 

ration-We  might  »y,  the  living  burlal-of  8000  hu-  *"*"?»  "  ^"^  ^     „   ?^  V^  "?*"*  **  ** 


man  beings  Fllieraport  to  Government  lays— "The  ^^^h,  and  produce  all  the  destmctive 

schooner  La  Louisa,  Oapt.Annand,  arrived  at  Oau-  which,  as  we  have  already  shown,  would  flow 

daloape.  during  the  first  days  of  April,  I89«,  with  a  .  „  '  ,,„:,     '73LiLC«^  .iJoir. 

cargo  of  MO  negroes,  the  reeiainderof  a  complement  "J™  a  universal  violatioa  of  the  other  preeqpU 

•r  >75.  whi  A  the  vessel  had  on  board.    The  vessel  of  Clod's  law. 


not  being  large  enough  to  accommodate  so  great  a        Qn  the  othsr  hand   AiMi^m^      ili  n  rW^tm 
fsiAsiMsesty  AeOvmittr*  impUed  in  thla  commaod«  wwdd  draw  akag  with 
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h  nn  ■miunbsnJ  mbi  of  Ll«ingi,  ami  Konld  wMmtd  wiib  ■  dalogg  oT  miHrM.    Lx  Ik* 

twiow  iimquilliij  wni  npo«  U  oiir  dinruud  comai  of  anrj  puuM  ud  ibiii«  b*  iMlniBM 

vnrhl.     To  ba  BooUBted  undn  Iha  klloimn  of  wiihia  iUlagilloKta  boudirj,  lad  IM  euuan:- 

Uhi  prorMtoea  of  Ood,  u  «a  of  the  lint  ud  manl  uIm  up  its  raid«aea  ia  anrj  houl,  wd 

fiindunenlaJ  duliea  afErM^  raliwwl  cmlura.  ihii  delUp  iriB  KMn  ba  driad  up,  ud  i  naw  mrld 

By  enntmlniaBI  »d  itmgijuiiio  lo  On  diiriiM  will  appair,  «m7ad  ta  tU  tba  lowlLnfii,  and 

dispoaa),  we  racagniH  Ond  m  tha  lupranH  Oo-  Tinturs,  ud  bnulf  of  EikB.    M17  Jabovali 

nnur^ik.  «•;._»  -  u  dirgcUd  bf  inKaita  butan  it  ia  bbi  Una ! 
-  "Til  bouBI;  unoiif 

ding  on  tha  bait*  Thai  I  haia  eodaanntad,  in  the  precadia; 


faw*  whidi  G)od  ha«  pronulntad  for  raaulaUnfc 

... ,  .__..._._,  -L-i-rt,|lij„,o,„'',oB.      If 

caraa,  Dnder  Oh  joTenimawl  of  auch  a  Bebig,  Ihay  ra 
trehara  abuadaiXnaMm,  Bol  onljlo  ba  eon-  irordi  of  tha  Apoatle  Paul;  " Tht  Uai u  hula, 
tenlod  aadnaiined,  bat  10  he  glad  ud  10  rqoice.  rnid  Oit  CBrntunvlmenl  it  lalf  imdjiataiiii  gted." 
"  Tba  I^rd  nii(iKih,  lei  Uie  eartb  be  (bid,  Igt  Id  like  nuner  it  might  ha»  been  •ho~ll,  that 
the  loiiUttida  of  Iha  iilaa  tbemof  niioice.''  Bow-  all  the  Apoatulic  injuBdiooi,  and  other  piecapl* 
recorded  in  ths  T^me  of  idapiralion,  ara  aoeor^ 
daat  with  tba  didatei  of  reaaoB,  lod  witli  Iha 
reUiioni  of  moral  agenUi  I 


ml  anured,  that,  uader  the  gofenlaient  of  uik 
erring  wiadooi,  recliLiida,  and  benavoleiin,  al 
■uoh  diipeiuationa  abaU  okiniately  ha  Gjimd  (a 

EondiicifB  to  our  prvaenl  and  ararLaatiag  int^ 
nmt.  Were  auch  aentinwnti  ud  aSeeliana  Lo 
(wrrade  tha  lainda  of  all  hunua  beiogi,  what  a 
hnfl  of  maligiuBt  pauioDi  would  bo  chaied  away 
from  the  baarti  lad  from  iluhabitathmaartneoT 
RoMleaf  earea.  ud  bauodtaM  aad  usaalidad  d^ 

of  miaery,  wmU  no  longer  agitata  aod  torment  ,        ,        . 

the  hunaa  mind.    YolvpiaeunBia  weald  no  loit-  from  iha  preceding  iUualraiiooa  u,  That  ll 

gcrriolal  tha  labia  of  luiuryon  daiuiea,  wrong  lawi  of  Chid  an  not  tha  cmunaBdi  of  an  ajtilnr 

Iroia  Iha  iweator  ibounuidi; — nor  BTaricegim  ry  Sarereign,  but  are  tounded  on  the  nalursof 

iu  iniatiabladetireiwiihtba  ipoilaofdMwidow  Ihiogi,  aad  on  the  raktioui  which  aiiH  in  ilw 

orer  ihc  miaeiiea  of  a  luBering  vorld.     Eierj  thaasoTihoigpnUpaarian  acbaal,han  been  die- 

ons,  (Bbmiaivatslhoiliotniciiteof  hii  Orealor,  poied  to  aicribe  erery  regulalioa  of  U»  Deity 

and  grateful  fur  Ihil  ponion  at  hia  bounty  whkh  to  <he  Diiine  Sgnretgnly.     I  b*«a  been  told 

he  hu  bem  pleated  to benow,  would  riew  iha  (hat,  iaoDe  of  ibe  l,.alin  trraliiaaofMr.Saniud 

wnallh  asd  enjoyimiBta  of  hii  neiglduur  with  a  Rutherford,  Prubeenr  of  Dirinilj,  in  St.  An 

kind  and  benignant  eye,  and  rejoicisin  ihsproa-  drawa,  there  ia  aaenlimeal  lo  tha  UUmiug  put. 

prrity  of  all   a^und   him.     Bsneroleace  end  poee :  "  Thai  nieh  ia  Ibe  abeoiula  Knaiaigiily 

peace  ofOnd,  ihal  had  ileopleajndhiai,  he  migblbara 

the  Ml  nude  ariiry  precept  of  the  moral  law  ginn  lo 

of  ore  nan  eiacdy  iho  revoreo  of  what  we  now  find  it." 

wootd  A  aeDtimenl  more  directly  repugnant  lo  the  acrip* 

lo  rtiaf  lural  characfir  of  God,  and  10  erary  riow  we 

crown  caa  lake  of  the  dirine  ailrihuta,  <1  ia  acarcsly 

Thi  '  abowi  ua  Ibe  dangeroua  canaaquencea  lo  which 

tfait  la  we  ar*  mpoaed,  when  wa  allempl  U  puah  cai- 

— tlH  poaaibl*  10  (uppnae  the  Daily  capable  ofnch  an 

tan  ■  act,  il  wouU  snrium  ill  Iba  gtounda  on  which 

Bow  i(  bia,  and  adorable.    At  locaa  Anme  period  in  die 

ilun  I  raroluioiii  of  eiamity,  hi*  ion,  lila  reciiuiM 
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MdluifWithfu1iieN,iBi|^becliMig«d  utomle-  cue,  to  Imto  a  b«Be%olent  UBdcoej;  te  •• 

volence,  iojuiUee,  and  &lMhood.    If  Um  reqtti-  hmve  already  ehown,  that  were  mmA  a  priMfii 

•tlioni  of  the  moral  law  4e|ieiided  eolaljr  on  the  UDivereally  admitied,  U  woakl  iatroduee  mic^ 

Divine  Soverei^ty,  then  there  is  no  inheient  and  miaerj  throui^tbe  uniYerM,nd  weald  » 

excalleoee  in  rirtue ;  ami  theft,  Ueebood,  umrw  timaiely    annihilate   the   mteUigaat  cmtMa 

der,  klolatry,  profanity,  ctuelty,  wart,  devasta-  Man,  in  hie  preeent  elaie,  can  be  direettd  «)« 

iktm,  mad  the  malevolence  of  infernal  drnnona,  by  fomtim  /mot  proeeding  from  die  Ahum 

might  become  equally  amiable  and  excellent  at  whoee  comprehentive  mind  ■**"*^"J[*Jr 

truth,  juttice,  beneTotence,  and  the  tongt  and  their  oonteqnencettothereiaoteMoofBcnam 

adoraiiont  of  angelt ;  provided  the  Oeiiy  teeOeif  univerte,  and  through  aU  the  tgee  ^/^' 

the  change  to  take  place.    But  ihit  it  impotti-  Theee  iawt  are  contained  in  the  8ui|Hw«  • 

ble ;  and  it  it  evident,  I  trtitt,  from  the  preced-  comprehentive  tunimaiy  of  which  htf  ^^ 

ing  tiluetratioot,  that,  were  moral  lawi,  directly  tubject  of  the  preceding  iHutmticm.  Avm 

opposite  to  thote  contained   in  the  tcripiural  know,  in  point  of  &ct,  that  ia  every  omoy 

code,  to  be  pretcribed  to  men,  or  to  any  other  where  thcte  Iawt  are  either  "^"*^'"J|'. 

clatt  of  moral  agentt,  not  only  would  mitery  recognited,  there  it  no  fixed  tttadtid « ■«■• 

reign  uncontrolled  through  the  univerte,  but,  in  and  vico,  in  ift  varieut  ramifictliem,  tmm 

a  thort  time,  the  operation  of  tuch  Iawt  would  onivertaUy  prerailt.  ., 

annihilaie  the  whole  intelligent  craaiioo.  fVoro  what  hat  been  ntwitated  ^"Jj!^ 

It  it  evident,  then,  that  the  moral  law  it  not  —that  a>tf  and  tmrmrMdAt^^  ^  ^^ 

founded  on  the  «Dia  of  God,  but  on  the  relatione  vine  lauua  mott  rt§mmakU  n^ainliit    Btw 

of  intelligent  beingt,  and  on  itt  own  intrinaic  aro  too  frequently  ditpoted  to  view  ike  wnmte 

excellence ;  or,  in  other  wordt,  on  itt  tendency  of  God  at  the  dictatet  of  an  arbitiary  8^f^ 

to  produce  bappinen  throu^ut  the  intelligent  There    it  a  tecret  thought  tkat  w^w'jj 

lyitem.    Thit  idea  nearly  coincidea  with  that  kidget  in  the  botrt  of  every  bumet  betaf.  w 

of  tome  of  our  modem  morttittt,  who  maintain  the  law  of  God  it  too  extentive  tad  rtgar<A|f 

'<  that  virtue  it  founded  on  utility,**— if,  fay  ^MUg^  itt  demnndt,  accompanied  with  a  wq<*y 

it  meant  a  tendency  to  promote  happinem.    But  that  the  teverity  of  itt  requititiom  ooeU  mi 

it  by  no  meant  followt,  from  thit  potition,  at  little  modified  or  relaxed.     Eveiy  n"  "  "^ 

tome  moralitts  have  ooncloded,  that  utility  it  the  ject  to  tome  "  betetting  tin,"  nod  ^  "  *{^ 

guide,  or  the  role  by  which  we  are  to  be  direct^  aay  within  himoelf— "  If  I  were  ^^^j} 

ed  in  our  moral  conduct.    Thit  may  bo  cooti-  liule  lieenee  with  regard  to  one  f^^^t 

dered  as  the  rule  which  directs  the  conduct  of  the  law,  I  would  endeavour  to  do  what  I  cetHV 

Divine  Being,  whoee  eye  takes  in  the  whole  comply  with  the  requititioot  of  die  rtst    »*» 

tystem  of  creation,  whose  knowledge  exlendt  it  wouU  be  incontittent  both  wiih  the  ^'**'J2 

from  eternity  past,  to  eternity  to  come,  and  who  of  the  Deity,  and  with  the  bappinemef  h»non> 

perceives,  at  one  ^[lance,  the  remotest  conse-  creation,  either  to  modify  or  to  reltisnyoset^ 

quences  of  every  acuon.    But  it  cannot  be  a  rule  quirement  of  hit  law ;  fiv  it  is  apsr^b^i  p^ 

for  subordinate  intelligences,  and  especially  for  which  nothfaog  can  be  Uken  widioet  N>^ 

man,  who  stands  near  the  lowest  degree  of  the  its  excellence  and  utility.    Were  he  to  doiS| 

tcale  of  intellectual  existence.    From  the  limit-  it  wouM  be  in  effect,  to  shot  op  ^^^J^^ 

ed  range  of  view  to  which  he  it  confined,  he  pineet,  and  to  open  the  flood-gsim  w  e*^ 

cannot  trace  the  remote  consequences  of  any  upon  the  universe.    AUhoogh  itisiBi(KtaWiW 

particular  action,  the  bearings  it  may  have  on  man  in  bis  present  degraded  conditieo,to7i«i 

unnumbered    individuals,  and  the  relation  in  P«/sfl*  obedience  to  thit  law,  yet  BOthiag  «J| 

which  it  may  stand  to  the  concerns  of  the  eter-  of  perfect  obedience  ought  to  be  his  'jl^'  ' 

nal  world.    An  aaion  which,  to  our  limited  in  u  far  as  we  fall  short ^'^^^'^^^^^ 

view,  may  appear  either  beneficial  or  indiffer^  fail  short  of  happinett ;  and  c<>^'^^'J'\'j! 

ent,  may  involve  a  principle  which,  if  traced  to  period  arrivet  when  oat  obedience  skill  i«A 

itt  remotett  contequenoet,  wouU  lead  to  the  de-  the  summit  of  perfection,  our  happiwis  on^ 

ttruction  of  the  moral  universe.    It  might  ap-  main  incomplete,  and  a  oeruin  portion  of  dumt 

p^,  at  firat  view,  on  the  whole,  beneficial  to  must  be  expected  to  mingle  itself  with  sUodc^' 

society,  that  an  old  unieeling  miser  ihouki  be  joymentt.  ^^ 

gently  tuffocaied,  and  bit  treatures  applied  for        II.  There  is  to  tnlimate  o  omMmm  W"" 

the  purpose  of  rearing  asylums  for  the  aged  aUtheparU  of  the  Divine  ^**^^^\*S^ 

poor,  aiid  seminaries  of  instruction  for  the  young,  violation  of  mqr  one  precept  niitsari^  ^^yt 

But  the  principle  which  would  sanction  such  an  As  vioUUion of  the  gn^ter  p»t,  if  <m<  ****t| 

action,  if  fftnerally  acted  upon,  would  lead  to  9fthe  other  pncepte,    Thit  it  evident  vm  w 

universal  (Sunder,  robbery,  and  bloodshed.    To  general  tenor  of  the  preceding  iUustratioBS.  » 

Ull  a  lie  to  a  chiM,  in  order  to  biduce  it  to  take  bat  been  shown  that  a  bteaeh  of  tbe  fir^^ 

a  nauseous  medicine  which  it  ettential  to  itt  mandment  inchidet  pride,  fidtehood,  Usspb^ 

fecovery  froaa  ditaatti  mtjr  appear,  in  tuck  a  ingratitude,  and  katrad  of  moral  exedkaoii** 
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Aai  k  \mA»  to  njuttiee,  enwity,  raarderi  ob-  wretchednem  tnd  miwry  wUUad  <m  tiie  hnmoa 

■cenitfy  and  th«  most  rovoltinf  aboniioauoa*.  A  race.— That  a  univanal  violativi  of  Ghid'i  law 

birach  of  the  fifth  intolvea  a  principle  which  ha«  nerer  yet  taken  place  in  any  region  of  the 

woaid  eap  the  fbundations  of  all  goreraaieot  and  earth,  it  not  owing  ao  mueh  to  any  want  df  e»- 

moral  order,  and  tran«fbrai  society  into  a  rabUe  ergy,  or  of  malignity  in  the  principle  of  diaohe- 

of  lawleu  banditti.    The  violation  of  the  eighth  dienoe  which  ie  seated  in  the  hearU  of  men  ae  to 

is  connecied  with  falsehood,  treachery,  and  core-  the  restraining  influence'  of  the  moral  Governor 

Sousness,  and  leads  to  oppreesion,  rubbery,  pluo-  of  the  world,  and  to  the  physical  impedimenta 

der,  murders,  and  the  devastation  of  empires ;  which  he  has  pkccd  to  prevent  the  diaboIicaJ 

and  the  violation  of  the  tenth,  though  consisting  passions  of  men  from  raging  without  control* 

only  in  the  indulgence  of  an  irregular  desire,  ia  Whether  it  be  possible  for  any  dass  of  intelligent 

the  origin  of  aSmost  every  other  species  of  moral  organized  beings  to  aabaist  for  any  length  of  time, 

turpitude,  in  rdatioo  either  to  Qod  or  to  man.  under  a  complete  violation  of  the  moral  law,  it  is 

In  like  manner  it  might  be  shown,  that  the  strict  not  (or  ua  positively  to  determine;  but  it  ia  evi- 

«nd  regular  observance  of  any  one  precept  is  ne-  dent  to  a  denMMstratioo,  that  ia  the  present  phy- 

cessarily  connected  with  a  regard  for  all  the  other  steal  condition  of  the  human  race,  such  a  viola- 

requirementa  of  GhxPs  law.  tion  would  unhinge  the  whole  fabric  of  aociety, 

III.  It  appeara,  inm  the  preceding  illostraf-  and,  in  a  short  time,  exterminate  the  race  of 
tions,  that  a  universal  violation  of  any  one  of  the  Adam  from  the  earth. 

vut  precepts  of  the  second  table  of  the  hw,  would  V.  The  greater  part  of  the  preoepta  of  the  Do- 
Wad  to  the  entire  destruction  of  the  huoaaa  race,  calogne  is  binding  upon  superior  inteltigencee, 
In  the  case  of  the  sixth  commandment  being  sup-  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  all  worlds,  as  weQ  as 
posed  to  be  reversed,  or  universally  violated,  this  opon  man.  For  any  thing  we  know  to  the  cob* 
effdct  would  be  most  rapidly  produced ;  but  the  trary,  there  may  be  worlds  in  diflefeot  regions  of 
destruction  and  oompNe  extirpation  of  human  the  univerae,  and  even  within  the  boumia  of  our 
tMings  from  the  eaiib  would  be  as  certainly  of-  planetary  system,  where  their  iahabitanu  are 
footed,  in  the  courae  of  two  or  three  generations,  placed  in  circumstancea  simitar  to  thoee  in  which 
by  the  universal  violation  of  any  one  of  the  other  man  was  placed  in  his  paradisiacal  state ;  and, 
five  precepts.  Some  of  the  circumstances  which  consequently,  where  the  precepts  which  oomposo 
would  necessarily  produce  this  effect,  are  nlluded  their  moral  code  may  be  exactly  the  same  as  oura. 
to,  ia  the  preceding  illustration  of  these  pre-  But,  it  is  highly  prebable  that,  in  general,  the 
cepts.  And  as  the  first  principle  of  the  moral  inhabitants  of  the  various  globes,  whioh  float  in 
law,  love  to  God,  ia  the  foundation  of  thn  precepts  the  immensity  of  space,  differ  as  mueh  in  their 
contained  in  the  aeoend  table,  it  ia  obvioua,  that  moral  circumafaneea  and  relatione, aa  the  globea 
the  same  effect  would  ultimately  follow  from  a  themselves  do  in  their  size,  their  physical  consti- 
ttntversal  violation  of  the  firat  four  prooepts  of  the  tution,  and  their  natural  scenery.  I  have  already 
Decalogue.  shown,  (p.  78,  Ifce.)  that  there  are  aeven  pre- 

IV.  It  fetlowtf  from  what  has  hitherto  bean  cepta  of  our  moral  law  which  are  cooNnoa  to  the 
stated.  That  the  moral  law  haa  never  yet  been  inhabttantaofall  worlds,  namely,  the>iri(,4se0n^ 
•niversally  violated,  nor  haa  any  one  of  ita  pre-  fMrtf,  Jimrlht  (aee  p,  114,)  the  malk,  the  n^if4, 
eepts  been  completidy  reverued  in  the  conduct  of  and  die  UtntiL  And,  if  there  be  no  portion  of 
the  inhabitanta  of  our  globe.  Every  individual,  the  intelligont  eyslem  in  which  an&ordiiiMlum,  ia 
•f  all  the  millions  of  mankind  that  have  existed  a  greater  or  less  degree,  does  not  exist,  then,  tho 
since  the  fall  of  Adam,  has,  indeed,  in  one  shape  fifth  precept  of  our  code  must  also  be  a  law  com* 
or  another,  broken  every  one  of  the  command-  monto  aH  intelligences.  It  was  formerly  elated, 
ments  of  God ;  but  sndi  breaches  have  not  been  (p.  109,)  that  the  aeventh  precept  ia  in  all  prob^ 
eonaiaat  and  uniform,  and  running  throngh  erery  biliiy,a  law  peeutiar  to  the  inhabitanta  of  ths 
action  he  performed.  Falsehood  has  always  earth,  during  the  present  eeonomyofProvidence; 
been  mingleid  pith  a  portion  of  truth,  theft  with  and,  perhaps  it  is  the  only  one  which  is  not  ap- 
honesty,  crueiTy  with  demency  and  mercy,  an-  plicaUe  to  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  universe, 
archy  with  auhordiaalion,  and  lieentioueneaa  with  So  that  the  moral  lawa  given  Co  man  may  be  con- 
chaatiiy  and  purity.  It  ia  owing  to  thia  partial  sidered  aa  subataniiafly  the  same  with  thoso 
obedience  lo  the  dictates  of  the  taw  of  natnre,  which  govern  alt  the  other  pnrts  of  the  imiveraal 
impreased  upon  every  human  heart,  that  the  syatem. 

world  of  mankind  has  hidmrto  been  presehred  in  VI.  From  the  preesding  HustratioM,  we  may 

eiifltence.    .  The  partial  violation,  however,  of  infer,  the  exeeBeney  and  the  divine  origia  of  thn 


the  divine  law,  which  haa  characterised  the  ao-  Chiiatlaa  Revelation.     The  Scriptnras  contain 

tioaa  01*  mankind,  in  aH  agea,  haa  been  the  aource  the  moot  impremive  evidence  of.  their  heavenly 

of  all  ii«e  calamities,  miaeries,  and  moral  abomi-  original  ia  their  own  bosom.    Tlie  wide  range 

nations,  under  which  the  earth  haa  groaned  from  of  objecta  they  embrace,  eitending  from  the  coa»- 

generation  to  gmeration;  and,  in  proportion  to  mencement  of  our  earthly  ayatem,  thrau|^  all 

As  sUtnt  of  this  violation,  will  be  dM  extent  of  lSwrevi*hMiBnisf  tlms,tolhepsraodofilitenni* 
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Mlion  *  and  from  tne  £<Ninti«M  ages  of  etoroitj  glory,  in  riches,  hoooufs,  wealth,  i 

past,  tr.  the  more  grand  and  diversiBed  scenes  of  of  their  moral  maxims,  separately  oonaidere^ 

eternity  'o  oome— the  plan  of  Providence  which  were  rational  and  excellent;  but  fhey  w«i»oai»- 

they  unibld,  and  the  views  they  exhibit  of  the  neeted  with  oiher  maxims,  which  eoBplctdy 

moral  principles  of  the  Divine  government,  and  neutralixed  all  their  virtue,  and  tbrir  teodeacy  to 

ofthesubordination  of  all  events  to  the  accftm-  produce  happiness.    Pride,  &lsebood,  ia|natice, 

ptishment  of  a  glorious  design — the  character  and  impurity,  revenge,  and  an  unfealuig  apathy  it 

attribute  of  the  Creator,  which  they  illustrate  the  distresses   of  their  feliow-crealuRa,    vwn 

by  the  most  impressive  delineations,  and  ibe  considered  as  quite  consistent  with  their  syslesa 

most  lofty  and  sublime  descriptions — the  views  of  morality ;  and  such  amligBtnl  priaciploB  and 

they  exhibit  of  the  existence,  the  powers,  the  practices  were  Uended  with  their  nont  virtuoos 

capacilirs)  the  virtues,  and  the  employments  of  actions.    But  wo  have  already  shown,  ibat  dM 

superior  orders  of  intellectual  beings-— the  de-  uniform  operation  of  such  principles  wotrid  an- 

monstrstioos  they  afford  of  the  dignified  sUtion,  ceasarily  lead  to  the  destruction  eifall  happinesBi 

and  of  the  high  destination  of  nian--and  the  sub-  and  to  the  overthrow  of  all  order  throughout  iho 

lime  and  awfijl  scenes  they  unfold,  when  the  earth  intelligent  creation. 

**  shall  melt  lihe  wax  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord,"         Now,  can  it  be  supposed,  for  a  aonwat,  ihaA  a 

when  the  throne  of  judgment  shall  be  set,  and  /as,  who  had  spent  forty  years  of  his  life  as  a 

the  unnumbered  millions  of  the  race  of  Adam  shepherd  in  a  desert  country,  who  lived  in  a  ruda 

shall  be  assembled  before  the  Judge  of  all — infi-  age  of  the  world,  who  had  never  studied  a  sys- 

nitely  surpass  every  thing  which  the  unassisted  tem  of  ethics,  aiid*  whose  mind  was  atoegetbrr 

imaginations  of  men  could  have  devised,  and  incapable  of  tracing  the  various  relations  which 

every  thing  which  bad  ever  been  attempted  by  subsists  between  intelligent  beinga  aad  their 

the  greatest  sages  of  antiquity,  either  in  prose  or  Creator,  could  have  investigated  thane  moral 

in  iliyme ;  and,  consequently  prove,  to  a  mosal  principles  and  laws  which  form  the  foondntioe  ci 

^  demonstration,  that  a  Power  and  Intelligence,  the  nraral  universe,  and  the  basis  of  the  divinn 

superior  to-  the  human  mind,  roust  have  suggest*  government  in  all  worlds ;  unle89  they  had  hoes 

ed  such  sublioie  conceptions,  and  such  astonish-  communicated  iramediatdy  by  Hisa,  who,  9X  one 

ing  ideas;  since  there  are  no  prototypes  of  such  glance,  bchoMs  sD  the  physical  and  moral  rehi> 

objects  to  be  found  within  the  ordinary  range  of  tions  which  exist  througfaoat  creation,  and  who 

the  human  mind.  can  trace  the  bearings  and  the  etetiml  csass 

But  the  subject  to  which  we  have  been  hither-  quences  of  every  moral  law  ?    Or  can  we  sap. 

to  adverting,  when  properly  considered,  suggests  pose,  that,  throughout  the  whole  period  of  the 

an  evidence  of  the  truth  anddivinity  of  the  Scrip-  Jewish  economy,  and  during  the  first  agee  of  the 

tures,  as  striking,  and,  perhaps,  more  convincing  Christian  dispensation,  a  multitude  of  wvilera 

than  any  other.    They  unfold  to  ns  the  moral  should  appear,  many  of  them  unknown  to  each 

laws  of  the  universe— they  present  to  os  a  sum*  other,  all  of  whom  should  imtformly  recegsise 

nuiry  of  moral  principles  and  precepts,  which  is  those  laws  in  Uieir  minutest  bearings  and  rami- 

applicable  to  sll  the  tribes  vid  generations  of  fications,  unless  their  minds  had  been  eniighA- 

men,  to  all  the  orders  of  angelic  beings,  and  to  ened  and  directed  by  the  same  pewerfulaBd  a»> 

all  the  moral  intelligences  that  people  the  ampli-  erring  Intdligence  ?    If  these  laws  are  clisti*- 

*      tudes  of  creation— to  man,  during  his  temporary  guished  by  their  extreme  sis^fieafy,  they  are  the 

abode  on  earth,  and   to  man,  when  placed  in  more  characteristic  of  ihetr  divine  Author,  who, 

heaven,  so  long  as  eternity  endures    precepts,  from  the  general  operation  of  a  few  simple  pri»- 

which,  if  universally  observed,  would,  banish  ciples  and  laws  in  the  system  of  nature,  prodoese 

misery  from  die  creation,  and  distribute  happi-  all  the  variety  we  perceive  in  the  materisi  werid, 

ness,  without  alloy,  among  all  the  intellectual  be-  and  all  the  harmonies,  the  contrasts,  the  heaucics, 

ings  that  exist  throughout  the  empire  of  God.  and  the  sublimities  of  the  universe.    If  it  be 

Can  these  things  be  affirroed  of  any  other  system  asked  why  these  laws,  which  ars  so  extreaielj 

of  religion  or  of  morals  that  was  ever  published  simple  ami  compreheneive,  were  not  discovered 

to  the  world  t  The  Greek  and  Rorosn  moralists,  nor  recognised  by  the  ancient  sages  ?    It  might 

after  all  their  laboured  investigations,  could  never  be  answered,  by  asking  why  the  laws  of  grarita- 

nrrivA  at  any  certain  detenninstion  with  regard  tion,  which  are  also  simple  and  eompreheaeiee, 

to  the  nature  of  happiness,  and  the  means  of  at-  were  not  discovered,  till  Newton  arose  to  invee- 

taining  it.    We  are  told  by  Varro,  one  of  the  tigatethe  agencies  ofnaUnre,  and  to  poor  a  flood 

moet  learned  writers  of  the  Augustan  age,  that,  of  light  on  the  system  of  the  universe?    But 

the  heathen  philosophers  had  embraced  more  the  true  reasons  are— dM  unassisted  powcre  of 

than  two  hundred  and  eighty  diflferent  opinioaa  the  human  mind  were  inadequate  to  the  task  of 

respecting  the  supremo  good.    Some  of  them  surveying  all  the  mora)  relatioBS  which  anheist 

taught  that  it  consisted  in  sensual  enjoyments,  throughout  the  intelligent  system,  and  of  tncan^ 

and  in  freedom  from  pain ;  others  considered  it  those  moral  principles  whidi  would  app^  lo  the 

if  placed  in  study  and  contemplation,  in  militanr  whole  assemblage  of  moral  agettts,  ao  as  Co  •«• 
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c«r«  tin  happinaM  of  each  indiTidual,  and  of  and  the  fire  which  it  nerer  quenched;**  and  that, 

the  ■ystem  aa  one  great  wboie— that  the  taws  of  if  universally  aeted  apon,  they  would  overthrow 

Gk>d  were  almost  directly  contrary  to  the  lead-  all  order  in  the  inielli^ent  system,  and  banish 

Mig  inazinM  of  morality  which  prevailed  in  the  every  species  of  happiness  from  the  universe    it 

wortd->and  that  they  struck  at  the  root  of  all  necessarily  follows,  that  such  a  system  cannot 

those  principles  of  pride,  ambition,  reveoge,  and  be  the  religion  prescribed  by  the  Alt-wise  and 

tniurity,  which  almost  universally  directed  the  benevolent  Creator,  nor  any  part  of  that  revela> 

cqodiiet  of  individuals  and  of  nations.  tion  which  proclaims  "  peace  on  earth  and  good- 

If,  ihen,  we  find  in  a  book  which  professes  to  will  among  men,*'  and  which  eqjoins  ns  to  '*  love 

be  a  revelation  from  heaven,  a  sjrstem  of  moral  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  oar  hearts,  and  our 

laws  which  can  cleariy  be  shown  to  be  the  baiis  neighbour  as  ourselves.** 

of  th^i  moral  order  of  the  universe,  and  which  The  Antinomian,  in  following  out  his  own 

are  calculated  to  secure  the  eternal  happiness  of  principles,  if  do  human  laws  or  prudential  cookH 

all  intellectual  beings^t  forms  a  strong  pre-  deratioas  were  to  deter  him,  migbt  run  to  every 

aumptive  proof,  if  not  an  unanswerable  argu-  excess  of  profligacy  and  debaochcfry — might  in* 

nent,  (hat  the  contents  of  that  book  are  of  a  ce-  dulge  in  impiety,  &lsehood,  and  profanity— might 

leetial  origin,  and  were  dictated  by  Him  who  commit  theft,  robbery,  adultery,  fitiud,  cruelty, 

gave  birth  to  the  whole  system  of  created  be*  injustice,  and  even  murder,  without  considering 

ingR.  himself  as  acting  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  his  reli- 

VII.  From  this  subject  we  nuiy  learn  the  al>>  gious  system.    On  his  principles,  the  idea  of 

surdity  and  pernicious  tendency  of  Antinomian-  Asooen,  or  a  state  of  perfect  happinees,  is  a  phy- 

ism.    Of  all  the  absurdities  and  abominations  aicat  and  moral  impossibility ;  and  the  idea  of 

which  have  assumed  the  name  of  Religion,  I  Aetf  a  mere  bugbear  to  frighten  children  and  fools, 

know  none  more  pernicious  and  atheistical  in  its  ^^t  wherever  the  moral  law  is  generally  observ- 

tendency,  than  the  sentiment  which  is  tenacious-  ed,  there  can  be  no  great  portion  of  misery  ex* 

(y  maintained  by  modem  Antinomians,  "  That  perienced  under  the  arrangements  of  a  benevo- 

Chrisiians  are  set  fne  from  the  Uw  of  Qod  as  a  i^nt  Creator ;  and  if  this  law  be  set  aside,  or 

rule  of  conduct.**    That  in  the  nineteenth  cen-  ita  obeervanoe  considered  aa  a  matter  of  indi^r- 

tury  of  the  Christian  era,  amidst  (he  rapid  pro-  enoe,  the  foundation  of  all  the  happiness  of  saints 

gross  of  physical  and  moral  science,  under  the  and  angels  is  necessarily  subverted.    A  heaven 

nnask  of  a  Christian  profession,  and  with  the  without  k»ve  pervading  the  breasts  of  all  ita  in* 

moral  precepts  and  injunctions  nf  the  prophets  habitanur,  would  be  a  contradictioa  in  terma  \ 

of  lesus  Christ,  and  of  his  apostles,  lying  open  ^t  love,  as  we  have  already  seen,  is  the  fouadi^ 

before  them,  a  set  of  men,  calling  themselves  ra-  <><">  of  every  moral  precept, 

ttonal  beings,  should  arise  to  maintain,  that  thera  '  trust  the  moral  conduct  of  the  deluded  mor* 

is  such  a  thing  as  <*  imputed  sanctificaiion,**  that  ^^  who  have  embraced  this  system  iif  more  re» 

the  moral  law  is  not  obligatory  upon  Chriatians,  apectaMe  than  that  to  which' their  principlea 

and  thai  "  whoever  talks  of  progressive  sanctifi-  naturally  lead ;— but  the  consideration,  that  such 

cation  is  guilty  of  high  treason  against  the  ma-  nbsurd  and  dangerous  opinions  have  been  dedue- 

jesty  of  heaven***~-is  a  moral  phenomenon  truly  ^  fi'on  the  Christian  revelatioa,  should  act  aa  a 

humUing  and  astonishing ;  and  affords  an  addi-  powerful  stimulus  on  the  Christian  world,  for  di- 

tional  proof,  to  the  many  other  evidences  which  i^ciing  (heir  attention  to  a  moro  minute  and 

lie  before  us,  of  (he  folly  and  perversity  of  the  comprehensive  ilhistration  than  has  hitherto  been 

human  mind,  and  of  its  readiness  to  embrace  P^en,  of  the  praetieal  6snringt  of  the  Christian 

the  most  wild  and  glaring  abnurdities !    If  the  aystem,  and  of  the  eternal  and  immutable  obUga^ 

leading  train  of  aentiment  which  has  been  pro-  >><»  of  the  hiw  of  God,  which  it  ia  the  great  md 

recuted  in  the  preceding  illuatrations  be  admit-  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  enforce  and  demon* 

l3d,  there  appears  nothing  eke  requisite  in  order  atrate.    For  it  is  lamentable  to  reflect  how  many 

to  show  the  gross  absurdity  and  the  deadly  ma-  thousands  of  religionists,  both  in  North  and  m 

Signity  of  the  Antinomian  system.    If  any  sy»*  South  Briuiin,  even  in  the  preeent  day,  have 

tem  of  religion  be  founded  on  the  cancellation  of  their  minds  tinctured,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree, 

•very  moral  tie  which  connects  man  with  man,  wiih  the  poison  of  Antinomianism,  in  oonae- 

and  man  with  God— if  ita  fondamentai  and  die-  qnonce  of  the  general  auain  of  many  of  the  doo 

linguishiag  principles,  when  carried  out  to  their  ^^"^^  sermons  they  are  accustomed  to  hear,  and 

legitimate  eonsequeaeea,  would  lead  Men  to  Ante  ^^^  injudicioua  aentimenta  they  have  imbibed 

their  Creator  and  to  kaU  one  another — if  it  can  ^"^  '^^  writinp  of  tlie  aupralapaarian  divinea  oi 

be  shown,  that  the  operation  of  such  principlea  ^  seventeetk  centaaiy. 

constitutes  the  chief  ingredient  of  the  misery  ^VUl.  Faith  and  lepenlanee,  as  required  hi 

which  arises  from  '<  the  worm  that  nevar  dies,  ^  Gospel,  are  absolutely  necessary,  in  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  man,  in  order  to  aorepiaUa 

•  S^  cottier -Strfetnaa  onthePlrmooth  Anti-  <***>•"«•  *<>  ^  *»»»•  *»*»•    "  Without  fiiith  it 

•cmians."  ia  impoaaibie  to  plaaae  Qod ;  for  he  that  oometb 
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•oUodBMMtlwlteTetkatboisiaixithatlMisthe  tfatttw«  "cannot  plann God,**  aor  yield  to  Mb 

fownidar  of  tbun  ibnt  dili|«nUjr  Mok  him."—  an  acceptable  and  "  reasonable  ■•trice." 
Faith,  as  the  tenn  is  used  in  scripture,  denotes        la' like  nannor  it  mi^t  be  shown,  that  iifit^ 

sofyldraor  in  the  moral  character  of  God|  fbond-  micg  is  emnBliiMy  teqnisite  in  ofder  toneceptaMe 

ed  on  the  belier  we  attach  to  the  dedaratioos  of  obedience.    Sin  is  directly  opponed  to  the  cfaa 

his  word.    Ii  is  defined,  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  in  meter  of  God,  and  is  the  great  nuisaaoe  ofibe 

the  elerenth  chapter  of  the  epirtle  to  the  He*  nwral  nnirerse.    While  the  love  of  it 

blows,  to  be  **  the  confident  expectation  of  things  nates  in  any  mind,  it  leads  to  every 

hoped  for,**  and  •'  the  coonctioo  of  things  which  asoral  torpitode   and   depravity ;   and, 

are  not  seen.***  Faith  substantiates  and  realizes  quently,  completely  unfits  such  a  mind  IbryieU- 

those  objects  which  are  invisible  to  the  eye  of  ing  a  cheerful  obe<fience  to  the  divine  Inw.    Boc 

aonae,  and  which  lie  beyond  the  reach  of  our  repentance,  which  conaiMs  in  hatred  of  aia,  aad 

present  comprehension.    It  recognises  the  exm-  aorrow  tar  having  rommitted  it,  naturally  fits 

tance  and  the  bmnipresence  of  an  invisible  Being,  and  prepares  the  mind  for  the  practice  of  nni 

by  whose  agency  the  visible  opemtions  of  nature  aal  holiness.    It  tends  to  withdraw  the  aoul 


are  conducted ;  and  ^iews  him  as  possessed  of  tl^  practice  of  sbi,  and  warns  it  of  the  dnofcr  n^ 
faifinite  wiMlom,  power,  benevolence,  faithfhbess,  turning  again  to  folly.    It  is  the  commeocriment 
rsctttode,  and  eternal  duration.    It  realizes  the  af  every  coorse  of  virtuous  eoadnct,  and  liie  av»- 
■oenes  of  an  invisible  and  eternal  work)— the  ime  which  uhimately  leads  to  solid  pencsn  and 
destruction  ofthe  present  fabric  ofour  globe,  the  tranquitli^  of  mind.    It  is  intimately  eoonecied 
resurrection  of  the  dead,  the  solemnities  of  the  ^^  humility  and  selAdenial,  and  is  direci|jop» 
last  judgment,  the  new  heavens,  and  the  new  posed  to  pride,  vanity,  and  seltgratnlation.     Il 
earth,  the  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and  aMiat,  therefore,  be  indispensably  requisite  to 
the  grandeur  and  felicity  of  the  heavenly  world,  prepare  us  for  conformity  to  the  monJ  dinracter 
These  invisiUe  realities  il  recognises,  on  the  ^  God,  for  univerml  obedience  to  his  kw,  and 
lestiuKmy  of  God  ezhibited  in  his  word;  and  for  the  enjoyment  ofsobstanlial  and  never-ending 
without  a  recognition  of  such  objects,  religion  folicity.    Hence  the  importance  which  is   nu 
can  have  no  exisienoe  in  the  mind.^In  a  parti-  tached  to  the  exercise  of  repentance  by  our  Se- 
cular manner,  faith  recognises  the  declarations  ^^oar  and  his  Apostles.      In  oonnezioB  wiih 
of  God  in  relation  to  the  character  and  (be  con-  foi^^i  >t  ii  uniformly  represented  as  the  firsc  dnty 
dition  of  men  as  violaton  of  his  law,  and  as  ex-  o'^a  sinner,  and  the  commencement  of  the  Chri^ 
posed  to  misery ;  and  the  exhibition  which  is  tian  life.    Repentance  was  the   greet  duty  to 
made  of  the  way  of  reconciliation,  through  the  which  the  forerunner  of  the  Messiah  called  Iho 
mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  "  set  forth  as  nujtitndes  who  flocked  to  hii  baptism,  and  oa 
a  propitiation  to  declare  the  righteousness  of  God  which  the  Messiah  himself  expatiated  daring  Aa 
m  the  remisdon  of  sins."    The  man  in  whose  period  of  his  public  ministry.    **  Repent  ju,  lor 
heart  the  principle  of  faith  operates,  convinced  ^  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.**    "  EaeepI 
that  he  is  guilty  before  God,  and  exposed  to  mi-  y«  repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish."    And 
sary  on  account  of  sin,  ooii\fidm  in  the  declarations  die  apostles,  in  their  instractions  to  every  natiou 
of  Giod  respecting  "  the  remission  of  sins  through  f^d  to  every  class  of  mm,  laid  down  the  foUow» 
the  redemption  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus ;"— he  ^%  positions  as  the  foundation  of  every  axiral 
eonfidet  in  the  goodness,  mercy,  failhfubess,  and  duty.    *<  Repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  Kk 
power  of  God,  which  secure  the  accomplishment  wards  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
of  his  promises,  and  the  supply  of  all  requisite        I^*  From  the  preceding  fllustrat ions  we  may 
strength  and  consolation  to  support  him  amidst  learn,  that  no  inm<,  in  the  sense  in  which  that 
the  dangers  and  affliciions  of  life ;  he  confides  in  *erm  is  sometimes  used,  can  be  attadied  to  bo- 
tha  wisdom  and  excellence  of  those   precepts  ^^^  actions  in  the  sight  of  God;  and  that  the 
which  are  prescribed  as  the  role  of  his  conduct,  ealvation,  or  ultimate  happiness  of  sinners,  is  iba 
and  which  are  fitted  to  guide  him  to  the  regions  eflect  of  the  grace  or  benevoleace  of  God, — 
of  happmess  ^-and  in  Uie  exercise  of  this  confi-  1'hat  the  good  works  of  men  are  mcritarmia  m 
dence,  he  "  adds  to  his  faith,  fortitude  and  reso-  the  sight  of  God,  is  a  notion,  as  unphiloeophicai 
lution,  knowledge,  temperance,  patience,  godii-  uid  absurd,  as  it  is  impious  and  unseriptaral. 
ness,  brotherly  kindness,  and  charily ;"  and  pro-  They  are  requiaite,  and  indgi^sassA^  reqoisitey 
sacntas  with  courage  this  course  of  obedience,  **  faali^eations,  or  pnfard&Mf  for  the  cajoy*> 
till  at  length  "  an  entrance  is  abundantly  admin-  "»^"t  of  felicity,  without  which  the  attainmeat  of 
istsrsd  to  him  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  »ve  happiness  either  here  or  hereafter,  is  an  ab> 
Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.**  But,  without  >olute  impossibility ;  but  the  actions  of  no  crsaied 
a  recognition  of  such  objects,  and  an  unshaken  ^^^%  »ot  even  the  sublinest  aervioea  andadora- 
oonfidence  in  the  decfauratkms  of  God  respecting  ^>ons  of  the  anselic  hosU,  can  have  the  least  nmril 
Ihemj  it  ia  obvious,  from  the  nature  (Mf  things,  ^  ^^  ^7^  of  the  Creator.    *<  Thy  wickedneaa 

nay  hurt  a  man  as  thou  art,  aad  thy  righteoa»> 

*  PoddiMge'stf ingntlop of  Hab. xL  L  nea  aoav  profit  the  son  of  naa*"  but  "if  ihaa 
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RionMt,  what  dost  thoa  agaimtOod  ;  or,  if  thou  For  erery  power,  capacityi  and  prnrilege  we 
be  righteous,  what  girest  thou  him  7  and  what  possess,  was  derifed  from  God.  "What  hive 
reoeiveth  he  of  thine  hand  ?**  '*  Thy  goodness  we  thai  we  have  not  received  T*  Even  our  %  erj 
eztendeth  not  unto  him,"  and  he  that  sinnelh  existence  in  the  world  of  life,  is  on  oetqfgrart, 
against  him  wrongetb  his  own  soul."— What  We  exerted  no  power  in  ushering  ourselves  into 
merit  can  there  he  in  the  exercise  of  love,  and  in  existence :  We  had  no  control  over  the  events 
the  cultivation  of  benevolent  alTections,  when  we  which  determined  that  we  should  be  bum  in  Bri- 
consider,  that  these  affections  are  essentially  re-  tain,  and  not  in  Africa ;  which  determined  the 
quisito  to  our  happiness,  and  that  the  very  exer-  particular  family  with  which  we  should  be  con- 
cise of  them  is  a  privilege  conferred  by  God,  and  nected ;  the  education  we  should  receive ;  the 
one  of  the  principal  ingredients  of  bliss  ?  What  particular  olgects  towards  which  our  minds  should 
merit  can  be  attached,  in  the  presence  of  the  be  directed,  and  the  privileged  we  should  enjov. 
Most  High,  to  the  noblest  services  we  can  per-  And,  when  we  arrive  at  the  dose  of  our  eaithly 
form,  when  we  reflect,  that  we  derived  all  the  career,  when  the  spirit  is  hovering  on  the  verge 
corporeal  and  intellectual  facnhias  by  which  we  of  life,  and  about  to  take  its  flight  from  thb  mor- 
perform  these  services,  and  all  the  mean$  by  tal  scene,  can  it  direct  its  course,  by  its  own 
which  they  are  excited  and  directed,  from  our  energies,  through  the  world  unknown  7  can  it 
bountiful  Creator?  What  merit  can  there  be  in  wing  its  way  over  a  region  it  has  never  explored, 
obedience  to  his  law,  when  disobedience  most  to  its  kindred  spirits  in  the  mansions  of  bliss? 
In&ltiUy  lead  to  destruction  and  misery?  Is  it  can  it  furnish  these  mansions  with  the  scenes 
considered  as  meritorious  in  a  traveller,  when  he  and  objects  from  which  its  happiness  is  to  be  de- 
ls properly  directed,  furnished  with  strength  of  rived  ?  can  it  re-animate  the  body  aAer  it  has 
body  and  mind,  and  provided  with  every  neces-  long  mouldered  in  the  dust?  can  it  re-unite  itself 
sary  for  his  journey,— to  move  forward  to  the  with  its  bng-kist  partner  ?  can  it  transport  the 
place  of  his  wished  for  destination  ?  Our  bene-  resurrection-body,  to  that  distant  world  where  it 
volentaffeolions,  and  the  active  services  to  which  is  destined  to  speixJ  an  endless  existence  ?  or 
they  lead,  may  be  meritorious  in  the  eyes  of  our  can  it  create  those  scenes  of  glory  and  magnifi- 
fellow-men,  in  so  far  as  they  are  the  means  of  cence,  and  those  ecstatic  joys  which  will  fill  il 
contribuiing  to  their  enjoyment ;  but  in  ihe  pre-  with  transport  while  eternity  endures?  If  it 
■enceof  Him  who  sits  on  Uie  throne  of  tho  uni-  cannot  be  supposed  to  accomplish  such  glorious 


»,  dispensing  blessings  to  all  his  offspring,  we  objects  by  its  own  inherent  powers,  then,  it  must 
■ball  always  have  to  acknowledge,  that  "  we  are  be  indebted  for  every  entertainment  in  the  future 
improfitable  servants.**  It  is  probable,  that,  if  world  to  the  unbounded  and  unmerited  love  and 
die  great  object  of  rdision  were  represented  in  mercy  of  God.  To  Him,  therefore,  who  sits  op- 
Its  native  simplicity,  if  the  nature  of  salvation  <hi  the  throne  of  the  heavens,  and  lo  tho  LamU 
were  clearly  understood,  and  if  less  were  said  on  who  was  slain  and  hath  redeemed  us  to  God  by 
the  subject  of  human  merit  in  sermons,  and  sys-  his  blood,  let  all  praise,  honour,  dominion,  and 
tems  of  divinity,  the  idea  which  I  am  now  com-  power,  be  ascribed  now  and  forever.  Amen, 
bating,  wouKl  seklom  be  entertained  by  any  mind  Having  now  finished  what  I  proposed  in  the 
possessed  of  the  least  share  of  Chrbtian  know-  illustration  of  the  principles  of  love  to  God  and 
led^,  or  of  common  sense.  to  man,  and  of  the  precepts  of  the  Decalogue,— 
That  the  eternal  salvation  of  men,  is  the  effect  in  the  following  chapter,  I  shall  take  a  bird's  eye 
of  the  love  and  the  grace  of  God,  is  also  a  neces-  view  of  the  moral  state  of  tho  world ;  and  eadeoi* 
■arr  oonsequenoe  fix>m  what  has  been  now  stated,  vour  to  ascertain,  to  wliat  extent  these  prineiplcf 

and  laws  have  been  rscogniiad  tftd  observed  by 

*  Job  nxv. «.  1.  Psalm  xvL  t  *o.  U>e  inhabitants  of  ov  |M^ 


CHAPTER  IV. 


A  BRICF  SURVEY  OF  TBI  MORAL  STATE  OF  THE  WORLD ;  0R»  AN  EXAMIW ATTOIC  OF  THE  GB> 
KERAL  TRAIN  OF  HUMAN  ACTIONS,  IN  REFERENCE  TO  ITB  CONFORMITY  WITH  TOE  PHUrCft. 
PLGB  AND  LAWS  NOW  ILLUSTRATED. 

Thk  ditcowrief  of  modern  UAronomy  have  tiie  praiiM  of  the  **  King  Eternal,"  the  AbUmp 
led  u«  iDfallibiy  to  conclude,  that  the  univene  ef  all  their  eojoymeoia,  to  make  pragreasiTe  ad- 
consists  of  an  immense  number  of  systems  and  ranees  in  moral  and  intellectual  attainmcBla,  to 
worlds  dispersed,  at  immeasuraUe  distances  from  circulate  joy  from  heart  to  heart,  to  exert  tbear 
each  other,  throughout  the  regions  of  ibfiiiite  ingenuity  in  the  invention  of  inatronMau  bj 
space.  When  we  take  into  consideration  the  which  their  physical  powers  may  be  impnyved, 
BenewUence  i>f  the  Deity,  and  that  the  happiness  and  the  wonders  of  creation  more  minoiely  ez« 
oflhe  intelligent  creation  is  the  great  object  which  plored ;  to  widen  the  range  of  ddightAil  conteoH 
his  Wisdom  and  Omnipotence  are  employed  to  plation,  to  expand  their  views  of  the  Divine  perw 
accomplish — it  appears  highly  probable,  that  the  fectioai,and  to  increase  the  aum  of  knppineen 
inhabitants  of  the  whole,  or  at  least  of  the  greater  among  all  their  fellow-inteUigences,  will  doubt* 
part,  of  those  worlds  whose  suns  we  behold  less  form  a  p^rt  of  the  employments  of  the  iakabi- 
twinkling  from  a&r,  are  in  a  state  of  moral  per^  tants  of  a  world  where  moral  pnritj  nniveraally 
faction,  and  consequently,  in  a  state  of  happiness,  prevails.  One  circumstance  whidi  aoay  prolmhiy 
At  any  rate,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  diversify  the  annals  of  such  a  worM,  and  form  so 
the  exceptions  which  exist  are  not  numerous,  many  eras  in  its  history,  may  be  the  oeonsional 
Perhaps  this  earth  is  the  only  material  wortd  visits  of  angelic  or  other  messengers,  ftom  dtsiant 
where  physical  evil  exists,  where  misery  pr^  regions  of  creation,  to  announce  the  wiU  of  the 
vails,  and  where  moral  order  is  subverted ;  and  Almighty  on  particular  omergenciea,  to  relaie 
these  dismal  eflecta  may  have  been  permit-  the  progress  of  new  creations  in  other  paru  of  the 
ted  to  happen,  under  the  government  of  God,  Divine  Empire,  and  to  convey  inteQigenoe  re- 
in order  to  exhibit  to  other  intelligences,  a  speci-  specting  the  physical  aspects,  the  moral  amng«- 
men  oflhe  terrible  and  desU-uctive  consequences  ments,  and  the  history  of  other  worlds,  end  of 
of  moral  evil,  as  a  warning  (^  the  danger  of  in-  other  orderi  of  intdlectual  beings.  Suck  visiis 
fringing,  in  the  least  degree,  on  those  moral  prin-  and  occasional  intercourses  with  celeetial  beinga, 
ciples  which  form  the  bond  of  union  among  the  would,  undoubtedly,  have  been  more  frequent  in 
intel Itgent  system.  our  world,  had  not  man  rendered  himself  onqoali* 

Couid  we  trace  the  series  of  events  which  have  tied  for  such  associations,  by  hia  grovelling  nfiee- 

occurred,  in  any  one  of  those  happy  worlds,  where  tions,  and  by  the  moral  pollutions  with  which  bii 

moral  perfection  prevails,  ever  since  the  period  character  is  now  stained. 

when  it  was  replenished  with  inhabitants,  and        When  we  turn  our  eyes  from  the  transactions «( 

the  olijecta  to  which  their  physical  and  rational  such  a  work],  to  the  world  in  which  we  live,  how 

powers  have  been  directed,  we  should,  doubtless,  very  different  a  scene  is  preaented  to  the  view! 

be  highly  delighited  and  enraptured  with  the  mo-  The  history  of  all  nations  embraoea  little 


ral  scenery  which  the  history  of  such  a  worid  than 
would  display.    Its  annaU  wouU  uniformly  re- 

cord  the  trkoMctions  of  bourvoUnce,    We  shoukl  ^  «*^o»»  <>'  ™*  own atiow  or  iiAurro- 

hear  nothing  of  the  pomp  of  hostile  armies,  of  the  x*svcn. 

shouts  of  victory,  of  the  exploits  of  heroes,  of  Every  occurrence  has  been  considered  as  tnae 

the  conflagratkm  of  cities,  of  the  storming  of  for-  and  insipid,  and  scarcely  worthy  of  being  recon^ 

tifications,  of  the  avarice  of  merchants  and  cour-  «d,  unles  it  has  been  aasociated  with  the  confueed 

tiers,  oflhe  burning  of  heretics,  or  of  the  ambition  noise  of  warriors,  the  shouts  of  conquerors,  the 

of  princes.    The  train  of  events,  presented  to  plunder  of  provinces,  the  devastation  of  empires^ 

onr  view,  would  be  directly  opposed  to  every  ob-  the  groans  of  mangled  victims,  the  cries  of  w^ 

ject  of  dils  description,  and  to  every  thing  which  dows  and  orphans,  and  with  garmenu  roQed  m 

forms  a  promuimU  feature  in  the  history  of  man-  blood.    When  such  malevolent  operationa  ocano 

bod.    To  beautify  and  adorn  the  scenery  of  na^  for  a  little,  in  any  part  of  the  worid,  and  the  to- 

ture  around  them,  to  extend    their  views  of  the  multuous  passions  which  produced  dtem,  subside 

operations  of  the  Almighty,  to  explore  the  depths  into  a  temporary  calm,  the  hi|torian*ia  presented 

of  his  wisdom  and  intelligence,  to  admire  the  ezu-  with  a  bImA  in  the  annals  of  the  human  race  , 

•erance  of  bis  goodness,  to  celebrate,  in  unison  the  short  interlude  of  peace  and  cf  affpareol 
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miM|uil1ity  is  pused  over  w  unwortl^  of  notice,  of  maturity,  than  he  gave  rent  to  his  revengeTul 

till  the  reitlees  paMioM  of  tTarice  and  ambition  panions,  and  imbrued  his  hands  in  his  brother's 

be  again  roused  into  fury,  and  a  new  set  of  dee-  blood.    And  erer  since  the  perpetration  of  this 

peradoes  arise,  to  carry  slaughter  and  desolation  horrid  and  unnatural  deed,  the  earth  has  been 

through  the  nations.    For,  during  the  short  tem-  drenched  with  the  blood  of  thourands  and  of  mil* 

porary  periods  of  repose  fnxp  the  din  of  «?ar,  lions  of  human  beings,  and  the  stream  ofcorrup- 

whieh  the  world  has  occasionally  enjoyed,  the  tion  has  flowed  without  intermission,  and  in  every 

malignant  passions,  which  were  only  smothered,  dhvetion  around  the  globe, 

but  not  extinguished,  prevented  the  operation  of  Of  the  state  of  roankuBKi  in  the  ages  before  the 

the  benevolent  aflTections ;  and,  of  OMwse,  no  ex-  flood,  the  sacred  history  furnishes  us  with  only  a 

tensive  plans  for  the  counteraction  of  evil,  and  lew  brief  and  general  descriptions.    But  those 

the  improvement  of  mankind,  worthy  of  being  descriptions,  short  and  general  as  they  are,  pr»> 

recorded  by  the  annalist  and  the  historian,  were  sent  to  us  a  most  dreadral  and  revolting  picture 

carried  into  ^ect.  of  the   pitch  of  depravity  and  wick<^ess  to 

In  order  to  produce  a  definite  impression  of  which  the  huouui  race  had  arrived.    We  have 

the  moral  state  of  the  world,  I  shall  endeavour,  the  testimony  of  God  himself.to  assure  us,  that, 

in  this  chapter,  to  give  a  rapid  sketch  of  the  pr(H  within  1600  years  from  the  creation  of  the  world, 

minent  dispositions  of  mankind,  as  displayed  in  "  the  wickedness  of  man  had  become  great  upon 

the  general  train  of  human  actions— that  we  may  the  earth— ihal  the  earth  wap  filled  with  violenoe** 

be  enabled  to  form  a  rude  estimate  of  the  degree  — ^ea,  that  '*  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts 

in  which  the  law  of  Ood  has  been  recognised,  of  man's  heart  was  only  evil  continually,"— or| 

and  of  the  extent  to  which  its  violation  has  been  as  it  may  more  literally  be  rendered  fi-om  the 

carried,  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  world,  and  Hebrew,  "  the  whole  imagination,  coniprebend* 

in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  general  society,  ing  all  the  purposes  and  desires  of  the  mind,  was 

I  shall,  in  the  first  place,  take  a  rapid  view  of  only  evil  from  day  to  day.**—**  Gkxl  looked  upon 

the  moral  state  of  the  world  in  ancient  times,  the  earth;  and  behold  it  was  corrupt;' for  all 

and  then  take  a  more  particular  survey  of  the  flesh  had  corrupted  their  way  upon  the  earth." 

prseent  state  of  morals,  among  savage  and  civi-  A  more  oompnriiensive  summary  of  the  great- 

tizednalion»— in  the  Christian  worM^and  among  nossandthe  extent  of  human  wickedness  it  is 

the  various  ranks  and  orders  of  society.  scarcely  poesible  to  conceive.    The  mind  is  left 

to  fill  up  the  outline  of  this  horrid  picture  with 

'  every  thing  that  is  degrading  to  the  human  cha- 

avnTrrk-M  T  racter,  with  every  thing  that  is  profligate  and 

ailiU  riUJM  1.  abominable  in  manners,  with  every  thing  that  is 

•TATi  or  MOKALi  iw  TH«  AHOi.HT  WORLP.  ^*  ^^'^^  deccitfiU,  licntious,  and  pro&ne,  and 

with  every  thmg  that  is  horrible  and  destmctf^ 
Mait  was  originallT  formed  after  the  moral  in  war,  and  ruinous  to  the  interests  of  human  bap- 
image  of  his  Maker.  His  understanding  was  quick  pinees. 

and  vigorous  in  iu  perceptions;  his  will  subject  to  The  description  now  quoted,  contains  the  M^ 

the  divine  law,  and  to  this  dictates  of  his  reason  ;  lowing  intimation*: — I.  That,  previous  to  the 

bis  passions  serene  and  unconteminated  with  deluge,  wickedness  had  become  universal.     It 

evil ;  his  aflTections  dignified  and  pure ;  his  love  was  not  merely  the  n^jority  of  mankind  that  had 

supremely  fixed  upon  his  Grsator ;  and  his  joy  thus  given  unbounded  scope  to  their  licentious 

uamingled  with  those  sorrows  which  have  so  long  desires,  while  smaller  societies  were  to  be  found 

been  the  bitter  portion  of  his  degenerate  rsce.  in  which  the  worship  of  the  true  God,  and  the 

But  the  primogenitor  of  the  human  race  did  not  precepts  of  his  law  were  obeerved.    For  "  att 

long  continue  in  the  holy  and  dignified  station  in  ./lisfc  had  corrupted  their  ways."    And,  at  this 

which  he  was  placed.    Though  he  was  placed  period  the  world  is  reckoned  to  have  been  much 

in  **  a  garden  or  delights,"  surrounded  with  every  more  populous  than  it  has  been  in  any  suooeeding 

thing  diat  wss  delicious  to  the  taste  and  pleasant  age,  and  to  have  contained  at  least  ten  billions 

to  the  eye,  yet  he  dared  to  violate  a  positive  com-  of  inhabitants,  or  many  thousands  of  times  the 

mand  of  his  Maker,  and  to  stretch  forth  his  im*  amount  of  its  present  population.    So  that  uni« 

pious  hand  to  phick  and  to  taste  the  fruit  of  the  versal  wickedness  must  have  produced  misery 

forbidden  tree— a  picture  and  a  prelude  of  the  among  human  beings  to  an  extent  of  which  wa 

conduct  of  millions  of  his  degraded  oflTspring  who  can  form  no  adeqiMte  conception,    f/  The  dee> 

despise  the  lawful  enjoyments  which  lie  within  cription  implies,  that  every  invention,  and  every 

their  reach,  and  obstinately  rush  on  forbidden  purpose  and  scheme  devised  both  by  individtuJs 

pleasures,  which  terminate  in  wretchednees  and  and  by  communities,  wMffa  molfosfml  nataiv. 

aorrow.    The  dismal  eflbets  of  the  depraved  dis-  **  The  imagination  <^ every  man's  heart  was  en^ 

positions  thus  intitxhiced  among  the  human  spe*  fw/  continually."    The  dreadiul  spectacles  of 

cies,  soon  became  apparent.    Cain,  the  first-bora  misery  and  horror  whidi  the  universal  prevalenoa 

•onof  Adam,  had  DO  sooner  reached  to  the  years  of  such  principles  and  practices  which  tbsa 
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existed,  mott  have  prodoewii  tie  beyond  the  getber  in  puUie  plaoee  for  that  purpoee,  two  m 

po«i  or  uf  human  traaginattoo  either  to  conceive  three  men  were  concerned  with  the  nine  wemaB 

or  to  delineate.    Some  &int  idea,  however,  roaj  the  ancient  women,  if  ponible,  being  more  lusilbl 

be  formed  of  ecnne  of  theie  epectaclee,  from  the  and  brutiah  than  the  young.    Nay,  frthera  lived 

depcripiiona  I  have  already  given  of  the  efieeti  promiscuously  with  their  daughters,   and    the 

which  would  inevitably  follow,  were  the  princi-  young  men  with  their  mothers,  so  that  neither  the 

nle  of  bauvoUnee  to  be  eradicated  from  the  mind,  children  oookl  distinguish  their  own  parents,  nor 

•r  were  any  one  of  the  precepts  of  the  divine  law  the  parents  know  their  own  children.'*— Luctan, 

to  be  universally  violated— (see  ch.  ii.  sect,  iv.  a  native  of  Samosata,  a  town  situated  on  the  Kn- 

and  ch.  iii.   throughout.)    S.  The^^fsete  pro-  phrates,  a  spot  where  memorisk  of  tbeddofa 

duced  by  this  universal  depravity  are  ibrcibly  ez«  were  carefiilly  preserved,  gives  the  following  a^ 

pressed  in  the  words,  "  The  earth  was  61led  with  count  of  the  antediluvians : — '*  The  present  raee 

violence."    From  this  declaration  we  are  neoee-  <^  mankind,'*  says  he,  "  are  different  from  tiKMa 

■arily  led  to  conceive  a  scene  in  which  univefsal  who  first  existed ;  for  those  of  the  antedilttviaa 

anai«hy  and  disorder,  devastation  and  wretched-  world  were  all  destroyed.    The  preoent  worid  is 

ness,  every  wheiy  prevailed—- the   strong  and  peopled  619m  the  sons  of  Deucslion  [or  Neah  ^ 

poweiful  forcibly  seising  upon  the  wealth  and  having  increased  to  so  great  a  number  from  one 

possessions  of  the  weak,  violating  the  persons  of  person.    In  respect  of  the  former  brood,  they 

the  female  sex,  oppressing  the  poor,  the  widow,  were  men  of  violence,  and  lawless  in  their  dea}- 

and  the  fatherless,  overturning  the  establiabed  ings.    They  wens  contentious,  and  did   maav 

order  of  families  and  societies,  plundering  cities,  unrighteous  things  ,*  they  regarded  not  oaths,  nor 

demolishing    temples  and  palaces,    desolating  observed  the  rights  of  boepitality,  nor  showed 

fields,  orchards,  and  vineyards,  setting  fire  to  mercy  to  ihose  who  sued  for  it.    On  this  acooonl 

towns  and  villages,  and  carrying  bloodshed  and  they  were  doomed  to  destiuetion :  and  lor  this 

devastation  through  every  land— a  scene  in  which  purpose  there  was  a  mighty  eruption  of  walera 

cruelty,  injustice,  and  outrages  of  every  kind,  from   the  earth,  attended  with  heavy  showera 

obscenity,  revelry,  riot,  and  debauchery  of  every  from  above ;  so  that  the  rivers  swelled,  and  tko 

description,  triumphed  over  every  principle  of  sea  overflowed,  till  the  whole  earth  was  coeeiieJ 

decency  and  virtue — a  scene  in  which  the  earth  with  a  flood,  and  all  fledi  dromied.    Deocalkm 

was  strewed  with  smoking  ruins,  with  the  fiag-  alone  was  preserved  to  re-people  the  work!.  Tbk 

meats    of   human  habitations,  with  mangled  mercy  was  shown  to  him  on  account  of  his  piety 

human  beings  in  a  state  of  wretchedness  and  and  justice.    His  preservaUon  was  efiecied  n 

despair,  and  with  the  unburied  carcasses  of  the  this  manner  >— He  put  all  his  family,  bolh  bis 

slain.  sons  and  their  wives,  into  a  vast  ark  whidi  be 

Such  appears  to  have  been  the  state  of  gene-  had  provided,  and  he  went  into  it  himself.  At 
ral  society  at  the  time  when  Noah  was  command-  the  same  time  animals  of  every  species  boaia, 
ed  te  build  an  ark  of  refiige-— a  state  of  society  hoiaea,  lions,  serpents,  whatever  kind  lived  upon 
which  could  nor  have  long  continued,  but  must  the  face  of  the  earth— folbwed  htm  by  pair* ;  all 
inevitably,  in  the  course  of  a  fow  generations,  whi<^  ho  received  into  the  ark,  and  experienced 
have  thinned  ihe  race  of  mankind,  and  ultimate-  no  evil  from  them ;  for  there  prevailed  a  woodei* 
ly  have  extirpated  the  race  of  Adam  from  the  fill  harmony  throughout,  by  the  immediate  in- 
earth, even  although  the  deluge  had  never  been  fluence  of  the  Deity.  Thus  were  they  wafted 
poured  upon  the  world.  Wickedness  appears  to  with  him  as  long  as  the  flood  endured.* 
have  come  to  such  a  height,  that  no  interposition  Such  is  the  account  which  Locian  gives  of  the 
of  Providence  could  be  supposed  available  to  antediluvian  workl,  and  of  the  preservation  of  the 
produce  a  reformation  among  mankind,  without  human  race,  as  he  received  it  from  the  traditions 
destroying  their  freedom  of  will ;  and,  there^re,  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hierapolis,  in  Syria,  where 
it  was  an  act  of  men^,  as  well  as  of  judgment,  the  natives  pretended  to  have  very  particalar 
to  sweep  thorn  away  at  once  by  the  waters  of  memorials  of  the  deluge.  It  cont4»ratea  tba 
the  flood,  after  having  given  them  warnings  of  ^cts  stat»l  in  the  sacred  history,  and  bears  a 
their  danger ;  in  order  to  convince  such  obstinate  very  near  resemblance  to  the  authentic  aooooDt 
and  abandoned  characters,  ihi^t  **  there  is  a  God  which  has  been  transmitted  to  us  by  M 
that  judgeth  in  the  earth ;"  and  in  order  to  pre-  These  facts,  respecting  the  depravity  of  the 
vent  the  misery  which  would  otherwise  have  been  ^jdiluvians,  present  to  as  a  striking  exsmple, 
ontailed  on  succeeding  generations.  a  demonstrative  evidence  of  the  dreadful  el 

Not  only  the  Sacred,  but  also  the  Pagan  writ-  to  which  a  general  violatktn  of  the  diviae  law 

ors,  when  alluding  to  the  antediluvians,  uniformly  necessarily  kads ;  and  of  the  extensive  camhna^ 

represent  them  as  abandoned  to  uncleanness,  and  misery  which  are  inevitably  produced,  wbea 

and  all  kinds  rf  wickedness.    Eutychns,  in  his  the  law  of  love  is  set  aside,  and  when  iwdevo- 

Jbmab,  when  speaking  of  the  posterity  of  Cain,  lence  exerts,  withoat  control,  its  diaboUeal  tmr* 

says,  <■  that  they  were  cailty  of  all  manner  of  gies.    All  order  in  society  is  aubverted,  avacy 

fikhy  crimes  with  one  anodier,  and,  meeting  to-  species  of  rational  happisMi  b  dasuuyodi  aai 
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th*  eiiftaoce  cf  iotellifwt  brings,  io  mich  a  afaould  acquire  but  a  nrj  limited  oonoeptioQ  of 

■lato,  b«oonm«  a  eune  to  tkeniMkat,  aod  to  all  the  eiteot  of  moral  eTU,  and  of  the  immento 

around  them.    Had  not  thie  been  the  case  in  the  rariety  ofthapes  which  it  haa  aiMmed ;  for  the 

primeval  world,  we  eaooot  suppoee  that  Uie  Deity  one  tenth  of  the  crimee  of  mankind  hak  nerer 

would  have  exerted  hit  Omnipotence  in  shatter-  been  recorded ;  and  it  ia  to  the  public  transa»- 

bg  the  cruet  of  the  terraqueou*  globe,  and  bury-  tione  of  only  a  email  portion  of  the  world  that 

ing  its  inhabitanu  under  the  waters  of  a  deluge,  the  page  of  the  historian  directs  our  attention.    I 

AAer  the  deluge  had  subsided,  and  the  race  of  shall,  therefore,  content  myself  with  stating  « 

Noah  had  begun  to  multiply  on  the  earth,  it  was  few  insulated  fiict^,  as  specimens  of  the  train  of 

not  long  before  the  depravity  of  man  began  to  actions  which  bare  generally  prevailed  in  the 

show  iiself  by  its  malignant  effects ;  though  hu-  world. 

man  wickedness  has  never  arrived  to  such  a  pitch  wikl«e  pisfositioks  or  m ahkhtd. 
as  in  the  times  before  the  flood ;  for  this  reasoa» 

among  o(her%  that  the  lift  of  man  has  been  re*  H^or,  as  already  noticed,  has  been  the  delight 

duoed  to  a  narrow  span,  which  prevents  him  from  and  the  employment  of  man  in  every  age ;  and, 

carrying  his  malevolent  sdieroes  to  such  an  ex-  under  this  term  may  be  included  every  thing  that 

tent  af  did  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  before  •■  base  and  execrable  in  moral  omnlduct,  every 

the  flood,  whose  lives  were  prolonged  to  the  pa-  thing  that  is  subversive  of  the  principle  of  beaevo- 

riod  of  nearly  a  thousand  years.    The  lust  of  lence,  wwj  thing  that  is  destructive  of  human 

ambition  soon  began  to  exert  its  baleful  influence  enjoyment,  every  thing  that  rouses  the  passions 

over  the  mind ;  and  an  inordinate  desire  after  into  diabolical  fory,  every  thing  that  adds  to 

wealth,  distinctions,  and  aggrandisement,  paved  the  sum  of  human  wretchedness,  every  thing  that 

the  way  for  the  establishment  of  despotism,  and  ie  oppressive,  cruel,  and  tinjust,  and  every  thing 

for  encroacbroems  on  the  rights  aod  the  enjoy-  that  is  dreadful  and  appalling  to  mankind.— As 

meats  of  mankind.    Among  the  heroes  and  des-  an  exemplification  of  the  destructive  effects  of 

pou  of  antiquity,  Nimnd,  the  founder  of  the  war,  I  shall,  in  the  first  place,  sute  a  few  (aets 

Babylonish  empire,  holds  a  distinguished  place,  in  relation  to  the  Carthaginians. 

He  was  the  grandson  of  ifom,  the  son  ol  Noah, '  Carthage  was  originally  a  snnall  colony  of 

and  is  the  first  one  mentioned  in  Scripture  wh>  Phenidans,  who,  about  800   years  before'  the 

appears  to  have  made  invasions  on  the  territories  Christian  era,  settkxi  on  the  northern  coast  of. 

of  his  neighbours.    Having  distinguished  him-  Africa,  on  a  small  peninsula,  adjacent  to  the  bay 

self,  by  driving  from  his  country  the  beasts  of  of  Tunis.     Having   increased  in  wealth  anid 

prey,  and  by  engaging  in  other  v^orous  exploits,  power,  by  means  of  their  extensive  commerce, 

be  appears  to  have  aspired  after  regal  dignity  and  like  most  other  nations,  they  attempted  to  make 

power,  and  to  have  assumed  the  reins  of  abeo-  inroads  on  the  territories  of  neighbouring  tribes, 

lute  government.    He  was  the  first  that  subvert-  and  to  plunder  them  of  their  treasures.    By  de« 

ed  the  patriarchal  government ;  and  is  supposed  grooa  they  extended  their  power  over  all  the  ishuidt 

to  have  introduced,  among  his  subjects,  tlie  Zo-  in  the  Mediterranean,  Sicily  only  eioepted.  For 

6ian  idolatry,  or  the  worship  ofthe  heavenly  host,  the  entire  conquest  of  this  island,  about  4B0 

**  The  beginning  of  his  kingdom,"  we  are  told,  jrears  before  Christ,  they  made  vast  preparations, 

*'  was  Babylon,  and  Erech,  and  Aocad,  and  which  lasted  for  three  years.    Their  army  con- 

Cabieh,  in  the  land  of  Shinar."    In  the  footsteps  sisted  of  300,000  men ;  their  fleet  was  composed 

of  this  proud  and  ambitious  despot,  has  followed  of  upwards  of  2000  men  of  war,  and  90OO  trans- 

a  train  of  Alexanders,  Cosars,  Hannibals,  Jeng-  ports.    With  such  an  immense  armament,  they 

hix-Kans,  Attilas,  Alarie,  Tamerlanes,  Marl-  made  no  doubt  of  conquering  the  whole  island  in  a 

boroughs,  Fredericks,    and    Bonapartes,  who  single  campaign.     But  they  found  thenMolvoa 

have  driven  the  plough-share  of  devastation  miserably  deceived.    Hamilear,  the  most  expe* 

through  the  world;erected  thrones  over  the  graves  rienced  captain  of  the  age,  sailed  from  Carthago 

of  slaughtered  nations,  decorated  their  palacea  with  this  formidable  army,  and  invested  the  ei^ 

with  tropfties  dyed  in  bkiod,  and  made  the  earth  of  Hymera.    The  besieged  were  much  straiteor 

to  resound  with  the  groans  and  shrieks  of  dying  ed  and  dismayed  by  the  operations  of  this  poweiw 

victims^  and  the  voice  of  mourning,  lamentation,  ful  armament ;  but  Gblon,  the  tyrant  of  Sjnracuse, 

and  wou  flew  immediately  to  their  relisf,  with  50,000  foot 

To  delineate  all  the  soeDes  of  deeolation  and  and  £000  horse.    A  drsadful  slanghter  ensued  : 

horror  which  have  been  produced  by  such  dee-  an  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  of  the  Carthagi- 

peradoes,  and  the  atrocioas  crimes  and  immo*  nians  were  killed  in  the  batde  and  pursuit,  and 

ralities  which  have  followed  in  their  train,  would  all  the  rest  taken  prisoners ;  so  that  not  a  singio 

be  to  transcribe  the  whole  records  of  aneient  and  person  eecaped  of  this  mighty  army.     Of  ma 

modem  history,  which  oootain  little  elee  than  a  fOOO  ships  of  war,  and  the  8000  transporta  ol 

register  of  human  folly,  avariee,  ambition,  and  which  the  fleet  consisted,  s^gAl  ships  only,  whaoh 

cruelty ;  aod  of  the  daring  viUaniea  with  which  then  happened  to  be  out  at  sea,  made  their  eseapoi 

they  have  been  aooompanied.    Even  tbeo«  wt  Ibsse  uninediatelT  ast  sail  for  Carthage,  bat  w«o 
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iH  ca3i  awl j»  and  efwy  aoal  perisbcd,  eicept  a  Hymera  was  oezt  bniegcd  by  Haimihaf,  ami 

f«w  who  were  caved  in  a  snail  boat,  aod  at  last  rased  to  iu  foundaiions.    He  forced  three  thn^ 

reached  Carthage  with  tha  dieinal  tidings  oT  the  eand  prisoiiers  to  undergo  all  kinds  of  igaoiHaf 

total  loss  of  the  fleet  and  army. — Here  we  have  aod  punishonents,  aod  at  last  myidered  tliean,  om 

presented  lo  our  view,  in  one  short  struggle,  the  the  very  spot  where  his  grandfather  had  been  kill* 

entire  destruction  of  morn  than  two  huneM  (Ao«^  ed  by  Gelon's  cavalryi  to  appease  aod  satisfy  kia 


armd  human  beings,  if  we  take  into  account  the  monies,  by  the  Mood  of  these  onhappy 

number  which  must  necessarily  have  fallen  in  yich  is  the  AKSumity  aod  the /asCiee  of  those  i 

the  Sicilian  army.    And,  if  we  take  into  con-  whom  we  are  accustomed  to  distinguish  by  the 

sideration    the   many    thousands    of    mangled  names  of  PoCristo  and  JSerscs/— Elated  with 

wretches,  whose  existence,  from  that  moment,  these  partial  victories,  the  Carthaginians  ncdi- 


would  be  rendered  miserable;  the  destruction  of  tated  the  reduction  of  the  whole  of  Sicily.    Thcj 

property  in  the  bMieged  city;  the  victims  crush-  narclied  against  the  city  of  Agrigentom,  antf 

ed  to  death  amidst  the  ruins  of  falling  houses ;  banered  its  walls  with  drsadfol  fury.    The  be- 

the  cries,  and  shrieks,  and  lamentations  of  wo-  sieged  defended  themselves  with  ina^ihle 


men  and  children ;  the  diseases  and  the  misery  luiiMi.    In  a  sally,  they  burned  all  the  bacterag 

induced  by  terror  and  alarm,  and  the   loss  of  machines  raised  against  their  city,  and  repulsed 

friends;  the  terriSc  and  appalling  upectacle  of  the  enemy  with  immense  rianghler.    Agau  the 

6000  ships  all  on  a  blase,  of  ten  thousands  of  Carthaginians  rallied  their  forces,  beat  dovrn  the 

burning  and  drowning  wretches,  supplicating  in  walls  of  the  city,  plundered  it  of  an  immense 

vain  for  mercy,  and  the   oaths,  execrations,  and  booty,  and  with  their  usual  cruelty,  put  attits  iiK 

furious  yeib  which  would  be  mingled  with  this  habitants  to  the  sword,  not  excepting  even  those 

work  of  destruction,  we  shall  6od  it  difficult  to  who  had  fled  to  the  temples.    The  Carthaginians 

form  an  adequate  conception  of  the  miseries  and  were  soon  after  (breed  to  retire  from  Sicily, 

horrors  of  such  a  scene.     And  what  was  the  Again   they  renewed  their  expeditions;  again 

cause  of  this  dreadful  slaughter  and  devastation  ?  they  were  repulsed  ;  and  again  they  ploaged  into 

That  a  proud  and  opulent  city,  whose  inhabitants  the  horrors  of  war ;  while  thousands  and  ten  tboo- 

were  rioting  in  every  species  of  luxniy,  might  sands  were  slaughtered  at  every  onset; 


gratify  its  ambition,  by  tyrannizing  over  neigh-     men,  and  children  massacred  in  coM  blood  and 
bouring  tribes,  and  by  plundering  them  of  that     the  pestilence  produced  by  the  tuboried  cai 


wealth  of  which  it  did  not  stand  in  need.    And  of  the  slain,  proved  more  fiual  to  myriads,  than 

this  is  but  One  instance  out  of  ten  hundred  thou-  even  the  sword  of  the  warrior, 

sand  of  the  miseries  of  war,— one  faint  thadt  in  b  this  manner  did  these  infatuated  mortals 

the  picture  of  human  wo !  carry  on  a  series  of  sanguinary  contests  tat  i 


One  would  have  thought,  that,  after  such  a     ral  centuries,  with  the  Sicilians,  (Greeks,  and 
signal  loss  and  discomfiture,  thc^Carthaginians     other  natkms ;  till,  at  length,  they  dared  to 


would  have  contented  themselves  with  their  own  counter  the  power,  and  the  formidable  loftsea  of 
territory,  and  ssfrained  from  a^essive  war.  the  Romans,  and  commenced  those  dieaitful  and 
This ,  however,  was  not  the  case.  Where  ben»>  long-continued  conflicts,  distinguished  in  History 
Tolenoe  is  banished  from  the  mind,  and  reocng«  by  the  name  of  T%t  Pume  Wan.  The  6rst 
occupies  its  place  in  the  affections,  it  will  hurry  Punic  war  lasted  twenty-four  years ;  the  second, 
unprincipled  men  to  the  most  wild  and  atrocious  seventeen  years ;  andjhe  third,  four  years  and 
actions,  although  th^  should  terminate  in  de-  some  months.  In  this  hwt  contest,  the  |>loagb- 
struction  to  themselves  and  to  all  around  them.  It  share  of  destruction  was  literally  driven  thra^^ 
was  not  long  after  this  period,  when  preparations  their  devoted  city,  by  the  Romans.  It  was  de- 
were  again  made  for  the  invasion  oC  Sicily,  livered  up  to  be  plundered  by  their  soldierB;  its 
Hannibal,  the  grandson  of  Hamilcar,  landed  on  gold,  silver,  statues,  and  other  treasnres  anMonl* 
the  coast  of  Sicily,  and  laid  siege  to  Selinus.  ing  to  4,470,000  pounds  weight  of  silver,  were 
The  besieged  made  a  vigorous  defence;  but  at  carried  off*  to  Rome;  iti  towers,  ramparta, 
last  the  city  was  taken  by  storm,  and  the  inhabi-  walls,  and  all  the  works  which  the  GartfaaginMna 
tanti  were  treated  with  tiie  utmost  cruelty.  All  bad  raised  in  the  course  of  many  ages,  were  le- 
were  massacred  by  the  savage  conquerors,  except  veiled  to  the  ground.  Fire  was  set  to  the  edificea 
the  women,  who  fled  to  the  temples ; — and  these  of  this  proud  metropolis,  which  consumed  them 
escaped,  not  through  the  merciful  dispositions  all,  not  a  single  house  escaping  the  fury  off  the 
of  the  Carthaginians,  but  because  they  were  flames*  And  though  the  6re  began  in  all  quar- 
afraid,  that,  if  driven  to  despair,  they  would  set  ters  at  the  same  time,  and  burned  with  incrsdible 
Are  to  the  temples,  and  by  that  means  consume  violenco,  it  continued  for  ssesntem  days  before 
ihe  treasure  they  expected  to  find  in  those  places,  all  the  buildings  were  consomed. — ^Thus  perish- 
Sixteen  thousand  were  massacred ;  th«  women  ed  Carthage— a  city  which  oonlainsd  700,000 
and  diiUren,  about  6000  in  number,  were  carried  inbiMtants,  and  which  had  waged  so  many 
away  captive ;  (he  temples  were  plundered  of  all  ferocioos  wars  with  neighbouring  naiions— a  ter* 
their  treasures,  and  the  city  raxed  to  thtf  ground,  rible  example  of  the  dettraotivecAactopradnoad 
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by  malevoleot  pMsiou^  and  of  the  retributtve  ihe  Huns,  at  Chalom,  there  perished    about 

jiMiioe  of  the  Governor  of  ihe  world.    The  d»>  900  000.    In  the  year  631,  there  were  bUlio  by  the 

atructioo  of  hnmaa  life  in  the  numerous  wart  in  Saracens  in  Syria,  60,000  (  in  the  invasion  of 

wliich  it  was  engaged,  is  beyond  all  specifiocal-  Milan  by  the  Goths,  no  leas  than  300,000 ;  and 

eulaiioQ.    Daring  the  space  of  sixteen  years,  in  A.  D.  734,  by  the  Saracens  in  Spain,  870,000. 

Hannibal,  the  Carthaginian  general,  plundered  In  the  battle  of  FonterAy,  were   slaughtered 

no  less  than  lour  hundred  towns,  and  destroyed  lOOyOOO;  in  the  battle  of  Yermouk,  160.000;  and 

900,000ofhis  enemies;  and  we  nuiysaielvreclu  in  the  battle  between  Charles  Martel  and  the 

on,  that  nearly  an  equal  number  of  his  own  Mahometans,  350,000.  In  the  battle  oTMuret,  in 

men  must  have  been  cot  off  by  the  opposing  ar»  A.  D.  1813,  between  the  Catholics  and  the  Al- 

mies;  so  that  several  millions  of  human  victims  bigenses,  were  slain  3S,000;  in  the  battle  of 

must  have  been  sacrificed  in  these  bloody  and  Creasy,  in  1346,  50.000 ;  in  the  battle  of  Hali* 

cruel  wars.  don-hill,  in  1333,  20,000 ;  in  the  battle  of  Agin* 

The  following  m  a  aammary  statement  of  the  court,  in  1415,  80,000 ;  in  the  battle  of  Towton, 

number  of  human  beings  that  were  slain  in  seve-  in  1461,  37,000;  in  the  battle  of  Lepanto.  in 

ral  of  the  battles  recorded  ic  history. — In  the  1571,85.000;  at  the  siege  of  Vienna,  in  1683, 

year  101  before  Christ,  in  an  engagement  between  70,000;  and  in  a   batt^  in  Persia,   in  1734« 

Marius,  the  Roman  Consul,  %nA  the  Ambronea  60^000.* 

and  the  Teotones,  in  Transalpine  Gaul,  there  The  most  nomerotts  army  of  which  we  haw 

were  slain  of  these  barbarians,  besides  what  fell  any  acooimt  in  the  annals  of  history,  was  that  of 

in  the  Roman  army,  800,000,  some  historians  Xerxes.    Aocordingto  the  statement  of  RoUin, 

say,  890,000.    And  it  is  related ,  that  the  inhabi-  which  is  founded  on  Uie  statemento  of  Herodotus, 

tants  of  the  nei^bourtng  country  made  fences  Isocrates,  and  Plutarch,  this  army  consisted  of 

for  vineyards  of  their  bones.    In  the  following  1,700,000  foot,  80,000  horse,  and  80,000  men 

year,  the  Romans,  under  the   command  of  the.  for  conducting  the  carriages  and  camels.    On 

same  generd,  slaughtered  140,000  of  the  Cimbri,  passing  the  Hellespont,  an  addition  was  made  to 

and  took  60,000  prisoners.    In  the  year  105,  B.  it  from  other  'nations,  of  300,000,  which  made 

C.  the  Roroana,  in  a  single  engagement  with  the  his  land  forces  amount  to  8,100,000.    His  fleet 

Cimbri  and  the  Teotones,  lost  upwards  of  80,000  consisted  of  1807  vessels,  each   carrying  830 

men.    In  the  battle  of  Canme,  the  Romans  were  men ;  in  all  877,610  men,  which  was  augmented 

sarro<mded  by  the  forces  of  Hannibal,  and  cut  by  the  European  nations,  with  1800  vessels  carw 

to  p'cces.    After  an  engagement  of  only  (Arcs  rying  840,000  men.    Besidea  this  fleet  thesmatl 

how  «,  the  carnage  became  so  dreadful,  that  even  galleys,  transport  ships,  &c.  amounted  to  3000, 

the  Carthaginian  general  cried  o|t,  to  spare  the  containing  about  840,000  men.    Including  sait* 

conquered.    Above  40,000  Romans  lay  dead  on  vants,  eunuchs,  women,  sutlers,  and  others,  who 

the  field,  and 'six  thousand  of  the  Carthaginian  usually  follow  an  army^  it  is  reckoned,  that  the 

army.    What  a  dreadful  display  of  the  rage  and  whole  number  ofsouls  that  followed  Xerxes  into 

fury  of  diabolical  passions  must  have  been  exhi*  Greece,  amounted  to  6,883,880 ;  which  is  more 

bited  on  thb  occasion !  and  what  a  horrible  scene  than  the  whole  of  the  male  population  of  (it««t 

must  have  been  presented  on  the  fieM  of  battle,  Britian  and  Ireland,  above  twenty  years  of  age, 

wh^n  we  consider,  that,  in  the  mode  of  ancient  and  nearly  triple  the  whole  population  of  Scot* 

warfare,theslain  were  literally  mangled,  and  cut  land.     Ailer  remaining  some  time  b  Gheeee, 

to  pieces !— In  the  battle  of  Issas,  between  Alex-  nearly  the  whole  of  this  immense  army,  along 

ander  and  Darius,  were  slain  110,000;  in  the  with  the  fleet,  was  routed  and  destroyed.    Mai^ 

battle  of  Arbela,  two  years  afVerwards,  between  donius,  one  of  his  ablest  commanders,  with  an 

the  same  two  despots,  300.000 ;   in  the  battle  army  of  300,000,  was  finally  defeated  and  slain 

between  Pyrrhos  and  the  Romans,  85,000 ;  in  at  the  battle  of  PUtea,  and  only  three  thotisand 

(he  biiile  between  Scipio  and  Asdrabal,  40.000 ;  of  this  vast  army,  with  difficulty  escaped  d*> 

in  the  battle  between  Suetonius  and  Boadieea,  stnidion. 

80,000.    In  the  siege  of  Jerusalem  by  Vespa-  The  destruction  of  human  life  in  the  warn 

sian,  according  to  the  account  of  Joeephiis,  there  which  accompanied  and  followed  tlie  incunions 

were  destroymi,  in  the  meet  terrible  manner,  of  the  barbarians,  who  overthrew  the  Roman 

1,100,000;  ud  there  were  slanghtered  in  Jem-  empire,  is  beyond  all  calculation  or  conception, 

salem,  in  170,  B.  C.  by  Anfiochus,  40,000.    At  It  forms  an  era  in  history  most  degrading  to  tha 

Cy  rene,  there  Were  slain  of  Romans  and  Greeks,  human  species.   In  the  war  whi^  was  waged  in 

by  the  Jews,  880,000 ;  in  Egypt  and  Cyprus,  in  Africa,  in  the  days  of  Justinian,  Prooopias  ro« 

the  reign  of  Trajan,  840,000;  aixi  in  the  reign  marks,  **  It  is  no  exaggeratioa  to  say,  Chat  &?• 
of  Adrian,  580,000  Jews.     Afler  Julius  Cnsar 

had  carried  his  arms  into  the  territories  of  ITsi-  •  j^  ^^iOf  statsmencs  an  eolloelad  ftmn  flw 

petes  in  Germany,  he  defeated  them  with  such  futssuted  In  Renin's  Ancient  BtsiorTiMIUot'sBa* 

.togh.«,  tw  «o,ooo «,  «w  .0  tor.  pjriAM  S5S."i.'?!r£iSS;S3SL"BlS2S;£?  ^^Xti 

fa  one  battle.    At  the  defeat  of  Attila,  King  of  batties  contained  In  the  "  PIcturBS  of  War,'*  Ao. 
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iDiQioiifl  peridhed  by  the  twocd,  and  fitmioe,  and  ttrojed ;  and  amidst  thia  uniTcntl  riaogfaler  •■■ 

pastilence.**  The  same  author  states  that,  during  devastation,  the  whole  earth  seenied  in  dasfar 

the  twenty  years*  war  which  Justiniart  carried  of  being  laid  waste,  and  the  homan  race  lo  anflflt 

on  with  the  Gothic  conquerors  of  Italy,  the  loss  a  total  annihilation."* 

of  the  Qoths  amounted  to  above  15  millions ;  nor  Such  is  the  bird*8  eye  view  of  the  destiuctka 
will  this  ai^ar  incredible,  when  we  find,  that  in  of  the  human  species,  whidi  war  has  produced 
one  campaign,  50.000  labourers  died  of  hunger,  in  different  periods.  The  instances  I  hare 
About  the  beginning  of  the  ISdi  century  arose  brought  forward  present  only  a  lew  detad»cd  cir» 
that  cruel  and  bloody  tyrant  Jenghix*Khan.  cumstances  in  the'annalsof  war&re,  and  rdtfie 
With  immense  armies,  some  of  them  amounting  only  to  a  few  limited  periods  in  the  (iistory  of 
to  more  than  a  million  in  number,  he  orerran  man :  and  yet  in  the  four  instances  above  alaied, 
and  subdued  the  kingdom  of  Hya  in  China,  Tan-  we  are  presented  with  a  scene  of  horror,  which 
gut,  Kitay,  Turkestan,  Karazum,  Great  Bucka-  includes  the  destruction  of  nearly  50  miUioBs  of 
ria,  Persia,  and  part  of  India,  oommitting  the  homan  beings.  What  a  vast  and  horrific  pictwe, 
most  dreadllil  cruelties  and  devastations.  It  is  then,  would  be  presented  to  the  eye,  coold  we 
computed,  that,  during  the  last  tS  years  of  his  take  in  9t  one  view  off  tike  seenss  of  slaughter, 
reign,  no  fewer  than  14,470,000  persons  were  which  have  been  realized  in  ewery  period,  ia 
butchered  by  this  scourge  of  the  human  race,  every  tiatioa,  and  among  every  tribe!  If  we 
He  appeared  like  an  infernal  fiend,  breathing  take  into  consideration  not  only  the  mimber  of 
destruction  to  the  nations  of  the  East,  and  the  those  who  have  fallen  in  the  fiekl  of  battle,  boiof 
principle  which  he  adopted,  afler  conquest,  was  those  who  have  perished  through  the  natural 
mtUr  sctennmatum,  consequences  of  war,  by  the  famine  and  the  pea* 
Nearly  about  the  same  period  when  this  mon-  dlence,  which  war  has  producod  ;  by  disease, 
star  was  ravaging  and  slaughtering  the  eastern  (atigtie,  terror,  and  mehuicholy ;  acid  by  the  op- 
world,  those  mad  expeditions,  dbtinguished  by  pression,  injustice,  and  cruelty  of  savage  oae* 
the  name  of  the  CVwsadsf,  were  going  forward  querors,— >it  will  not,  perhaps,  be  overraiii^  tbo 
in  the  west.  Six  miUions  of  in&tuated  wretdies,  destruction  of  human  life,  if  we  affirm,  that  mm 
raging  with  hatred,  and  thursting  for  blood,  as-  tenth  of  the  human  race  has  been  destroyed  bj 
Bumed  the  image  of  the  cross,  and  marched  in  the  ravages  of  war.  And  if  thisestimalebe  ad- 
wild  disorder  to  the  confines  of  the  Holy  land,  in  mitted,  it  will  fulkiw,  thai  more  than  Jbmrieai 
order  to  recover  the  city  of  Jerusalem  from  the  thouaand  mUUoiu  of  human  beings  have  Keca 
hands  of  the  infidels.  In  these  holy  vxara^  as  slaughtered  in  war,  since  the  begtening  of  the 
they  were  impiously  termed,  more  than  850,000  world — which  is  about  oghUtnAttn  the  anuiser 
Europeans  were  sacrificed  before  they  obtained  of  inhabitants  which,  at  the  present,  exist  oa 
poasession  of  Nice,  Antioch,  and  EUiessa.  At  the  globe ;  or,  in  other  words,  it  is  equiveleaA 
the  siege  of  Acre,  900,000  were  slain  ;  and  at  to  the  destruction  of  the  inhabitants  of  eigbleea 
the  taking  of  Jerusalem,  in  1099,  about  seventy  woHds  of  the  same  pqMilation  as  ours.f  That 
thousand.  For  198  years,  these  wild  expedi-  this  conclusion  is  rather  within  than  beyond  the 
tions  continued  in  vogue,  and  were  urged  for-  bounds  of  truth,  will  appear,  from  what  has  been 
ward  by  proclamations  issued  from  the  throne,  stated  above  respecting  the  destruction  of  ibe 
and  by  fanatical  sermons  thundered  firom  the  Goths,  in  the  time  of  Justinian.  Intheooumeof 
pulpit,  till  severdl  millions  of  deluded  mortals  20  years,  15  millions  of  persons  perished  in  tne 
perished  from  the  oarth;  for  by  far  the  greater  wars.  Now,  if  the  population  of  the  countries  of 
part  of  those  who  engaged  in  the  crusades,  were  Europe,  in  which  these  wars  took  place,  did  not 
either  slain  or  taken  prisoners.  About  this  pe-  exceed  00  millions,  the  proportion  of  the  dangb- 
riod,  and  several  centuries  before  it,  the  whole  tred  to  the  whole  population  was  as  see  to/omr, 
earth  exhibited  little  else  than  one  great  field  of  and,  if  20  years  be  reckoned  as  only  half  the  p^ 
battle,  in  which  nations  were  dating  against  riod  of  a  generation,  the  proportion  was  as  ene  fo 
each  other,  conquerors  ravaging  kingdoms,  ty-  two ;  in  other  words,  at  the  rate  of  one  half  of  a 
rants  exercising  the  most  horrid  cruelties;  su-  whole  generation  in  the  course  of  40  years.  Wbat 
perstition  and  revenge  immolating  their  millions  a  horrible  and  tremendous  consideratian  ? — to  re* 
of  victims ;  and  tumults,  insurrections,  slaughter,  flect,that  14,000,000,000  of  beings,  endowed  with 
and  universal  alarm,  banishing  peace  and  tran-  intellectual  fiuailties,  and  fiimished  with  bodiea 
quillity  from  the  world,  and  subverting  the  moral  curiously  organized  by  divine  wisdom — that  the 
order  of  society.  **  In  Europe,  Germany  and  inhabitants  of  eighteen  worlds  shouM  have  beesi 
Italy  were  distracted  by  incessant  contests  be-  massafired,  mangled,  and  cut  to  pieces,  by  thoan 
tween  the  pope  and  the  emperors ;  the  interior 

of  every  European  kingdom  was  torn  in  pi^  .  „^^^  ^^          ^^^^^^^^^  Robertson's  ChaHea 

by  the  eontendmg   ambition  of  the  powernil  y.Scc 

barons :  in  the  Mabomedan  empire,  the  caliphs,  *  This  calculation  proceeds  on  the  ground,  that  im 

mliMfi   »mirtt   h.n  wftmd  mntinual  war  •  naw  thousand  mHUonsofmen  have  ezteied  Since  the Bi»- 

■olians,  emirs,  ac.  w^  conunuai  war ,  new  ^^  creation.   Sea   Christian  phUosopner.   Art. 

■ovarmgnues  were  daily  ariaing,  and  daily  de«  Qeogn^/t^. 
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iHio  w«re  partaken  of  iha  mum  comraon  nature,  hiz-Khan  had  reduced  the  rebels  wfac  tzd  eeized 

ae  if  they  had  been  created  merely  (or  the  work  upon  his  paternal  poaeeaeions,  as  a  specimen  of 

of  deetmotion !  Language  is  destitute  of  words  his  lenity,  he  caused  seventy  of  their  chiefii  to  be 

sufficiently  strong  to  express  the  emotions  of  the  thrown  into  as  many  cauldrons  of  Wnling  water. 

Hind,  when  it  seriously  contemplates  the  horrible  The  plan  on  which  this  tyrant  condbcted  his  ei* 

ioene.    And  how  melandioly  is  it  to  reflect,  that  peditions,  as  already  stated,  was  that  of  total  ex* 

in  the  present  age,  which  boasts  of  ita  improve*  termination.  For  some  time  he  utterly  exitrpated 

moats  in  science,  in  civilisaliott,  and  in  religion,  the  inhabitants  of  those  places  which  he  conquer* 

neither  reaaon,  nor  benevolence,  nor  humanity,  ed,  designing  to  people  them  anew  with  hia  Mo* 

nor  Chriatianity,  has  yet  availed  to  arrest  the  guls ;  and,  in  eonaequence  of  this  resolution,  he 

progress  of  destroying  armies,  and  to  set  a  mark  would  employ  his  army  in  beheading  100,000  pri- 

of  ignominy  on  ''  tbe  people  who  delight  in  soners  at  once.— Tamerlane,  one  of  his  auccess- 

war!"  on,  who  followed  in  his  footsteps,  is  said  to  have 

iLTaocinss  ooirracrBD  with  war.  ^••"  T^  humane  than  this  cruel  despot.  Histo- 

rians  inform  us  that  "  his  sportive  crueky  seldom 

However  numerous  may  have  been  the  victims  went  farther  than  the  pounding  of  three  or  four 

iHat  have  been  sacrificed  in  war,  it  u  not  so  much  thousand  people  in  large  mortars,  or  building 

the  mere  extinction  of  human  life  that  raiiAsrs  the  them  among  bricks  and  mortar  into  a  wall.'*    tt 

■osne  of  warfare  so  horrible,  as  the  eruel(J9S  with  sudi  be  the  "  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked,** 

which  it  has  always  been  accompanied,  and  the  how  dreadful  beyond  description  must  their  crueU 

uifenMl  pasaions  which  ithsa  engendered  and  ear-  tiea  be ! 

ried  into  operation.    It  extirpatea  vwtty  princi-  We  are  accustomed  to  hear  Alexander  dm 

pie  of  compassion,  humanity,  and  justice ;  it  Qtaat  eubgized  as  a  virtuous  and  magnanimous 

Mnats  the  feelings,  and  hardens  the  heart ;  it  ior  Kem ;  and  even  the  celebrated  Montesquieo,  in 

vents  instruments  of  torture,  and  perpetratea,  his  "  Spirit  of  Laws,'*  has  written  a  panegyric 

without  a  bl ush,  cmetdes  revolting  to  eyecy  prin-  on  hia  chancter.    Yet  we  find  him  guilty  of  tha 

ciple  of  virtue  and  benevolence.  most  abominable  vices,  and  perpetrating  the  most 

When  Jerusalem  was  taken  b^  Antlochos  atrocious  crimes.     At  the  instigation  of  tha 

fipiphanes,  in  the  year  M,  B.  C.  be  gave  arders  strumpet  Thais,  during  a  drunken  banquet,  he 

to  one  division  of  bis  anny  to  cut  in  pieces  all  set  on  fire  the  beautiftit  city  of  Persepolis,  and 

who  were  found  in  the  temple  and  synagogues;  consumed  it  to  ashes.    CKtos,  one  of  his  cap- 

while  another  party,  going  through  the  streets  of  tains,  and  brother  of  Helenice  who  had  nursed 

the  city,  massacred  sU  that  came  in  their  way.  Alexander,  and  saved  his  lile  atthe  battle  of  the 

He  next  ordered  the  city  to  be  plundered  and  set  Granicus,  at  the  imminent  danger  of  his  own. 

on  fire  ;  pulled  down  aU  their  stately  buildii^  Yet  this  man,  to  whom  he  was  so  highly  indebt- 

eaused  the  walls  to  be  demolished,  and  carried  ed,  ht  thrust  through  widi  a  javelin,  at  an  enterw 

away  captive  ten  thousand  of  those  who  had  es-  tainment  to  which  he  had  invited  him ;  on  ao- 

eaped  the  slaughter.    He  set  op  the  statue  of  Ju-  count  of  his  uttering  some  strong  expressions, 

piterOlympnsonlhealtar  of  bumt-ofierings,  and  which  were  ifltended  to  moderate  Alexander*s 

an  who  refused  to  come  and  worship  this  idol  vanity.    His  treatment  of  the  Branchids  fiir* 

were  eith«ir  roaasacied,  or  put  to  some  cruel  toiw  niihes  an  example  of  the  most  brutal  and  frantic 

tores,  till  they  either  complied  or  expired  under  cruelty  which  history  records.     These  people 

the  hands  of  the  executioners.    Inthe  war  which  received.  Alexander,  while  pursuing  his  con* 

the  Carthaginians  waged  with  the  Mercenaries,  quests,  with  the  highest  demonstrations  of  joy, 

Hamilcar,  the  Carthaginian  general,  threw  all  and  surrendered  to  him,  both  themselves  and 

the  prisoners  that  fell  into  his  hands  to  be  devour-  their  city.    The  next  day,  he  commanded  his 

ed  by  wiM  beasts.    Asdrubal,  another  Cartha-  phalanx  to  surround  the  city,  and,  a  signal  being 

ginian  general,  when  engaged  in  war  agakist  the  given,  they  were  ordered  to  plunder  it,  and  to 

Romans,  in  revenge  lor  a  defeat  he  had  sustain-  put  every  one  of  iu  inhabitants  to  the  sword, 

ad,  brou^t  all  the  Roman  prisoners  he  had  taken  which  iiriiuman  order  was  executed  with  the 

during  two  yean,npoo  the  walls,  in  the  sight  of  same  barbarity  with  which  it  had  been  given, 

the  w^le  Roman  army.    There  be  pot  them  to  All  the  citizens,  at  the  very  time  they  were  go- 

the  most  exquisite  tortores,  putting  out  their  eyes,  iog  to  pay  homage  to  Alexander,  were  murdered 

eotting  off  their  noees,  eara,  and  fingers,  legi  and  in  the  streets  and  in  their  houses ;  no  manner  of 

arms,  tearing  their  skin  to  pieces  with  iron  rakes  regard  being  had  to  their  cries  and  tears,  nor  the 

or  barrows ;  and  then  threw  them  headlong  firom  least  distinction  made  of  age  or  sex.    They 

the  top  of  the  battlements.*  He  was  of  a  temper  even  pnUed  op  the  very  fbundationsof  the  walls,  in 

remaritably  inhuman,  and  it  is  said  that  he  even  order  that  not  the  least  traces  of  that  city  might 

^ook  pleasure  in  seeing  some  of  these  unhappy  remain.    And  why  were  these  HUfated  citizens 

toen  fiayed  alive.— lathe  year  1801)  when  Jeng-  poi^ahed  in  ao  summary  and  inhuman  a  man- 
ner?   Merely  because  their  forefathers,   np- 

*  RoiIla*s  ^■vpifnt  Blsloiy,  ToL  I  wards  of  one  hondred  and  fifty  years  b«5>re,  ha^ 
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drtiftr^  up  to  Xerzat  the  tmmnt  of  the  teai-  sndi  «iionniti««7     And  how  wtMij  tn  tk» 

pItt  of  DidyoMOQ,  with  which  thejr  had  been  in-  mild  precepts  and  doctrines  GCCLnMiani^  wa^ 

mated  !  *— When  he  entered  the  citj  of  T jre,  represented,  when  despendoet  of uis  deecripiiai 

after  a  nege  of  aeren  months,  he  gare  orders  to  dare  asMimo  the  Christian  nasis ' 
kin  all  the  iohalritants,  eicepc  those  who  had  fled        Even  the  finer  ftelings  of  the  famalo  sex  \ta.v 

to  the  lenples,  and  set  fire  to  every  part  of  the  been  blunted,  and,  in  manj  iustantasy  iprito  o- 

ciiy.     Eight  thousand  men  were  barbarouriy  tirpaled  by  the  niad  schemes  of  ambiiton,  nad 

siaughtered ;  and  two  thousand  mors  remaining,  the  pcnctioes  connected  with  war.    Towards  thn 

afler  the  soldiers  had  hpoo  glutted  with  slaugbier,  beginning  of  the  thuteeoth  century,  a  Ctnecn 

he  fixed  two  thousand  crosses  along  the  sea-  of  Hungaiy  took  tho  sign  of  the  cross,  and  eon 

^ore,t  and  caused  them  att  to  be  cnidfied.  baiked  in  the  mad  expeditions  of  the  cfvenders, 

War  has  given  riss  to  the  most  shocking  and  as  did  likewise  fifty  thousand  diikirca   and  a 

uknatoral  crimes,  the  idea  of  v^ich  might  never  crowd  of  priests ;  bet^nse,  acoording  to  the  Scrip 

otherwiss  have  entered  into  the  human  mind,  tnre,  ^  Gh)d  has  made  chiUren  the  tnstrumeaia 

Lathynis,  after  an  engagement  with  Alexander,  of  his  glory .**{ — Cleopatra,  dangler  of  Piot- 

king  of  the  Jews,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Jor-  eny  PhikNoeter,  in  order  to  gratify  her  resdess 

dan,— die  same  evening  he  gained  the  battle,  in  audition  of  reigning  akme  and  unoontrollcd  in 

going  to  t^e  up  his  quarters  in  the  neighbour*  her  dominions,  killed  her  son  Sdeocos,  with  her 

ing  villages,  he  found  them  full  of  women  and  own  hand,  by  plunging  a  dagger  into  bis  breast. 

chiUren,  and  caused  them  all  to  be  put  to  the  She  bad  been  the  wiie  of  three  Kings  of  Syria 

sword,  and  their  bodies  to  be  cut  to  pieces,  and  and  the  mother  of  four,  and  had  oecasioaed  the 

put  into  cauldrons  in  order  to  their  being  dress-  death  of  two  of  her  husbands.    She  prepared  a 

ed,  as  if  he  intended  to  make  his  army  sup  poisoned  draught  to  destroy  Grypus  anodHr  of 

upon  them.    His  design  was  to  have  it  believed,  her  sons ;  but  her  intention  having  been  n» 

that  his  troops  ate  huonn  flesh,  to  spread  the  pected,  she  was  compelled  to  swalbw  the  deadly 

greater  terror  throughout  the  surrounding  ooun-  potion  she  had  pre^red,  which  took  immediaia 

tij't  eflmst,  and  delivered  the  wocid  iroca  this  femria 

Even  under  the  pretext  of  religion,  and  of  the  monster.    The  Csrthaginians  were  in  the  prao* 

CArufian  religion  too,  the  most  shocking  barba-  tice  of  ofiring  hunaui  sacrifices  to  their  cod  Sa- 

rities  have  been  committed.    Under  the  pretence  turn,  when  they  w^e  defeated  in  war,  in  ocdcr 

of  vindicating  the  cause  of  Him  who,  in  the  to  propitiate  (he  wrath  of  this  deity.    At  firBt, 

midst  of  cruel  sufierings  from  men,  prajed,  *'  Fa-  diildren  were  inhumanly  burned,  either  ia  a  fiay 

ther,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  fiimaee,  like  those  in  the  valley  of  Hiflaom,  so 

do,"  the  crusaders  hurried    forward  towards  frequendy  mentioned  in  Scriptive,  or  in  a  Asm- 

Jerusalem,  wading  through  seas  of  blood.  When  ing  statue  of  Saturn.— The  cries  of  these  oa- 

Iheir  banners  were  hoisted  on  a  principal  eroi-  happy  victims  were  drowned  by  the  unintcnupt 

nenee  of  Antioch,  they  commenced  their  botcho-  ed  noise  of  drums  and  trumpets.    Mothers  mads 

ry  of  the  sleeping  inhabitants.    The  dignity  of  it  a  merit,  and  a  part  of 'their  religion,  to  view 

age,  the  helplessness  of  youth,  and  the  beauty  of  the  barbarous  spectacle  with  dry  ^es,  and  wid»- 

the  weaker  sex,  were    disregarded  by  these  out  so  much  as  a  groan ;  and  if  a  tear  or  sigh 

sanctimonious  savages.    Houses  were  no  sano-  stole  from  them,  the  sacrifice  was  ooosidorad  as 

tuaries ;  and  the  sight  of  a  rooeque  added  new  less  aoeepuble  to  the  deity.    This  savage  (Ss-> 

virulence   to  cruelty.    The  number  of  Turks  position  was  carried  to  such  excess,  that  evca 

massacred,  on  this  night  of  frantic  fiiry,  was  at  mothers  would  endeavour,  with  embraces  tnd 

least  ten  thousand.    After  every  species  of  habi-  kisses  to  hush  theories  uf  their  chiMren.  Isst 

tation,  from  the  marble  palace  to  the  meanest  thej  shouM  ang^r  the  god.f    When  Carthago 

hovel,  had  been  converted  into  a  scene  of  slaugh-  was  taken  by  the  Romans,  the  wife  of  Aadrahal, 

ter;  when  the  narrow  streets  and  the  spacious  the  Carthaginian  general,  who  had  submiued  to 

squares  were  all  alike  disfigured  with  human  the  Romans,  mounted  to  the  upper  part  ofooo 

gore,  and  crowded  with  mangled  carcasses,  then  of  the  temples  which  had  been  set  on  fre ;  and, 

the  assassins  turned  robbers,  and  became  as  roer-  piecing  herself,  with  her  two  chiMren,  in  sight  of 

cenary  as  they  had  been  merciless.    When  Je-  her  husband,  uttered  the  most  bitter  imprecatkas 

rusalem  was  Udcen  by  these  furious  fanatics,  they  against  him.     "Base  coward  (said  she)  dm 

suffered  none  to  escape  the  slaughter :  **  Yet,  mean  things  thou  hast  done  to  savs  thy  life  sfaal 

after  they  had  glutted  themselves  with  blood  and  not  avail  thee  ;  thou  dialt  die  this  instant,  at 

carnage,  they  immediately  became  devout  pil-  least  in  thy  twodtiUren."   Ebving  thus  spohna, 

grims,  nnd  in  religious  transports,  ran  barefooted  she  stabbed  both  the  tnftnts  with  a  dagger,  and 

lo  visit  the  holy  sepulchre."}    In  what  light  while  they  were  yet  struggling  for  lilb,  throw 

must  that  religion  appoar  to  Eastern  Infideb  them  both  from  the  top  of  the  tttnple,  nil  fhm 

which  is  supposed  to  lead  to  the  perpetration  of  leaped  down  afker  them  into  the  flames  !^* 

•  lUdlln's  indent  Hist      tnid.       tlUd.  fMfflot*sinem.  f  RAllln*s  An.  BM. 

faiUlot*BEteroMiUoraen.Blit.  '^Bicy.   Bitt^Ait.  Offfh^ga  j 
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Soch  »re  only  «  few  imulttod  pictiiTM  of  the  and  the  Rogfian  battertei,  about  a  quarter  of 

atrochies  of  war,  and  of  the  unnatura]  and  infej>  mile,  was  a  sheet  of  naked  kumum  6odMi,  wnich 

nal  paaiioRS  which  uniformly  fblluw  in  iis  traiRi  frieoda  and  foei  bad  during  the  night  mniuaUt 

which  may  be  considered  as  specimens  of  many  stripped,  not  leaving  the  worst  rag  upon  theni> 

thousands  of  similar  instances,  which  the  records  although  numbers  of  these  bodies  stitf  nuitmd 

of  histoiy  fumbh  of  the  malignity  and  depravity  eoMcioiaiiesf  of  their  eitualion.    It  was  a  sight 

of  mankind.    I  have  selected  my  examples  chie^  which  the  eve  loathed,  but  from  which  it  could 

ly  from  the  history  of  ancient  wariare :  but  were  not  remove/*—- In  Labaume's  *'  Narrative  of  the 

we  to  search  the  annals  of  modern  warfare,  and  Campaign  in  Russia,"  we  are  presented  with 

confine  our  attention  solely  to  the  battles  of  Alex-  the  most  horrible  details  of  palaces,  ehurehes, 

andria,  of  the  Pyramids,  of  Borodina,  of  Smo-  and  streets,  enveloped  m  flames, — Chouses  tun»- 

loiisko,  of  Austerlitx,   ofLeipsic,  of  Jena,  of  bling  into  ruins,--hundred8  of  blackened  oar* 

Eylan,  of  Waterbo,  and  other  wariike  'eventa  casses  of  the  wretched  inhabitants,  whom  the  fire 

which  have  happened  within  the  last  thirty  jrears,  had  coasamed,  blended  with  the  hFagmeota,-* 

wo  should  meet  with  atrocities  and  scenes  of  hospitals  containing  80,000  wounded  Rnssiana 

slaughter,  no  lees  borriUe  than  those  which  I  on  fire,  and  consuming  the  miserable  vwtims,-* 

have  now  related!    I  shall  content  myself  with  numberwofhalf'bumed  wretches  crawling  among 

aiatiog  only  two  or  three  instances.  the  smoking  ruins,— females  violated  and  ma»* 

AfW  the  taking  of  Alexandria  by  Bona-  sacred, — parents  and  chiklren  half  naked,  shiver- 

parte,  *'  We  were  under  the  necessity,'*  says  ing  with  cold,  flying  in  consteratioa  with  the 

the  relator,  "  of  putting  the  whole  of  them  to  wrecks  of  their  half-consumed  fiiniture,— horses 

death  at  the  breach.    But  the  slaughter  did  not  fiiUtng  in  thousands,  and  writhing  in  the  agonies 

cease  with  the  resistance.    The  Turks  and  in-  of  death, — the  fragments  of  carriages,  nuskecs, 

habitants  fled  to  their  mosques,  seeking  proteo-  hehnets,  breaat-plates,  portmanteaus,  and  gar* 

tion  from  God  and  their  prophet ;  and  then,  men  aaenta  strewed  in  every  direction,— roads  covered 

mnd  leomen,  old  and  ymung^  and  infiinia  at  Ae  fvr  miles  with  thnuM^ds  of  the  dying  and  the 

hrea^f  weredaughtered.    This  butchery  cootinu-  dead  heaped*  one  upon  another,  and  swimming 

edfor/mr^btirs,'  after  which  the  remaining  part  in  blood, — and  these  dreadful  scenes  rendered 

of  the  inhabitants  were  much  astonished  at  not  still  more  horrific  by  the  shrieks  of  young  &- 

having  their  throats  cuu"     Be  it  remembered  males,  of  mothers  and  chiUren,  and  the  piercing 

that  all  this  bloodshed  was  premeditated.    '*  We  cries  of  the  wounded  and  the  dying,  mvokiag 

mi^ht  havo  spared  the  men  whom  we  lost,"  aays  death  t«»  put  an  end  to  their  agonies. 
General  Boyer,  "  by  only  summoning  the  town ;        But  I  will  not  dwell  longer  on  such  revolting 

but  it  was  necewary  to  begin  by  confounding  our  details.    It  is  probable,  that  the  feelings  of  some 

enemy .^*    AAer  the  battle  of  the  Pyramids,  it  of  my  readers  have  been  harrowed  up  by  the 

is  remarked  by  an  eye-wiatess,  that  *'  the  whole  descriptions  already  given,  and  that  they  havu 

way  tbroogh  the  desert,  was  tracked  with  the  turned  away  their  eyes  in  disgust  firom  such 

bonee  and  bodies  of  men  and  animals  who  had  spectacles  of  depravity  and  horror.    Every  mnMl 

perished  in  these  dreadful  wastes. — ^In  order  susceptible  of  virtuous  emotions,  and  of  the  oom> 

to  warm  themselves  at  night,  they  gathered  to-  mon  feelings  of  humanity,  must,  indeed,  ieel 

gether  the  dry  bones  and  bodies  of  the  dead,  pained  and  even  agonized,  when  it  reflects  on 

which  the  vultures  had  spared,  and  it  teas  fry  a  the  depravity  of  mankind,  and  on  the  atrocious 

Kre  eompoeed  of  thia  fuk  that  BomapcgU  k^  crimes  they  are  capable  oTcommitting,  and  havo 

doum  t^deep  in  the  dueri.^^    A  more  revolting  actually  perpetrated.    A  serious  retrospect  oi 

'and  infernal  scene  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  the  the  moral  state  of  the  world  in  past  ages,  is  cal- 

nnagination  to  depict.  culated  to  excite  emotions,  similar  to  those  which 

Miot  gives  the  following  description  in  rela-  overpowered  the  mourning  prophet^  when  he  eat- 
tion  to  a  scene  at  Jafia:— '*  The  soldier  aban-  claimed,  **  O  that  my  h*ad  were  watem,  and 
4ons  himself  to  all  the  fury  which  an  assault  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I  might  weep 
authorizes.  He  strikes,  he  slays,  nothing  can  day  and  night,  for  tho  slain  of  tho  daughters  ot 
impede  him.  All  the  horrors  which  accompany  my  people  !**  But,  however  painfiil  'the  pight, 
the  capture  of  a  town  b^  storm,  are  repeated  in  we  ought  not  to  turn  away  our  eyea,  with  fiksti- 
every  street,  in  every  house.  Tou  hear  the  dious  aflectation,  from  the  spectacles  of  misery 
cries  of  violated  females  calling  in  vain  for  help  and  devastation  which  the  authentic  records  o« 
to  those  relatives  whom  they  are  bUirCHeriag.  history  present  before  us.  They  form  traits  in 
No  asyliun  is  respected.  The  blood  streams  on  the  character  of  man,  which  Mght  to  be  eontem- 
every  side ;  at  every  step  you  meet  with  human  plated, — they  are/dcCf  in  the  history  of  mankind, 
beings  groaning  and  expiring,"  k^, — Sir  Robert  and  not  the  mere  pictures  of  foncy  which  are  ex- 
Wilson,  when  describing  the  campaigns  b  Po*  hibited  in  poetry,  in  novels,  and  romances,— 4acts 
knd  raUtea,  that**  the  ground  between  the  wood,  which  forcibly  exemplify  the  operations  of  the 

malevolent  pruidple,  and  from  which  we  ought 

*llloC^MeBwln.  *lbid.  to  deduce  important  instructiona,  ia  reforeaoa 
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to  lie  fvil  of  ffa,  tad  the  nwlignaiiof  of  pride,  knepmck,  upon  whieh  his  head  was  resting,  and 

OOfctouwSBi,  ambhioa,  and  revenge.    We  think  placing  it  upon  his  shoulder*,  made  an  effort  ta 

nothing,  in  tiie  oomoMNi  inlercourae  of  life,  of  in-  rise,  wd  to  foUow  the  army.    The  venom  of  (be 

dttlging  a  saltish  disposition,  of  feeling  proud  and  dreadful  malady  derived  him  of  strength,  ana 

indignant  at  a  real  or  supposed  affmot,  of  looking  after  three  steps,  be  fell  again  upon  the  send, 

with  a  oovelous  eye  at  the  possessions  of  our  headkNig.    The  fall  increased  his  terror  of  being 

neighbours,  of  viewing  the  suoeeni  and  prosperity  left  by  the  regiment,  and  he  rose  a  second  time, 

of  our  rivals  with  discontentment  and  jealousy,  but  with  no  better  fortune.    In  bis  third  effort, 

or  of  feeling  a  secret  satisf«niaon  at  the  distress  he  sunk,  and,  falling  near  the  sea,  remained  upon 

or  humiliation  of  our  enemies ;  and  we  seklom  that  spot  which  fate  had  destined  for  his  grave, 

reflect  on  the  malignant  effects  which  such  pas-  The  sight  of  this  soldier  was  frightful :  the  dis- 

rioM  and  dispositions  wouM  produce,  were  they  order  which  reigned  in  his  senseless  speech— his 

suffered  to  rage  without  control.    But,  in  the  figure,  which  represented  whatever  is  moumfiil-^ 

.  Menes  and  contentions  of  warfore  which  have  his  eyes  staring  and  fixed — his  clothes  in  rag»— 

been  realized  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  world,  presented  whatever  is  most  hideous  in  death, 

ive  contemplate  Ibn  nature  %nd  effects  of  sodi  The  reader  may  perbaps  believe  that  his  com* 

maligsant  dispositions  in  their  tnin  light ;  we  rades  wouU  be  concerned  for  him ;  that  they 

perceiVe  the  ultimate  tendency  of  every  malevo-  would  stop  to  help  him ;  that  they  would  hasten 

lent  affection,  when  no  physical  obetmction  im-  to  support  him,  and  direct  hia  tottering  steps, 

pedes  its  progress ;  we  discern  that  it  is  only  die  Far  from  it :  the  poor  wretch  was  only  an  ob^ 

aame  dispositions  whidi  we  daily  indulge,  ope*  of  horror  andderifien.    They  ran  from  him,  ana 

rtting  on  a  more  extensive  scale ;  and  we  leant  diey  burst  into  Umd  lamghier  at  hit  moiionai 

the  necessity  of  mortifying  such  dispositions,  and  which  resemUeA  those  of  a  drunken  man,  "  Hj 

eounteracting  their  inAience,  if  we  expect  to  en-  has  got  his  account,**  cried  one;  "  He  will  not 

joy  substamial  felicity  either  here  or  hereafter;  mardi  for,"  said  another ;  and,  when  the  wrelcb 

and  if  we  wish  to  see  the  f||rU  restored  to  order,  foil  for  the  last  time,  some  of  them  added,  "  See, 

to  happiness  and  rspose.  he  has  taken  up'  his  quarterr!"     This  tcorriblo  - 

I  shall  only  observe  forther  on  this  part  of  my  truth,  says  the  narrator,  which  I  cannot  help  re- 

■objeot,  that,  besides  the  atrocities  already  no-  peating,   must   be    acknowledged — Ind^^avtet 

ticed,  war  has  been  C^narste^ceeryirfeaoMSiftV  ondtt^/hhi^eM  enAepr^diomifumtfKiagsofam 

fomiiant  and  of  every  immoral  practice.     The  darmy, 

Carthaginians,  who  wera  almost  incessantly  en-  Rooca,  in  his  "  Memoira  of  the  War  in  Spain," 

gaged  in  war,  were  knavish,  vicious,  cruel,  and  remarks,  "The  habit  of  danger  made  us  look 

superstitious ;  distinguished  for  craft  and  cunning  upon    death  as  one  of  die  most  ordinary  cir- 

lying  and  hypocrisy,  and  for  the  basest  frauds  and  curastances  of  lifo ;  when  our  comrades  had  once 

die  most  perfidious  actions.     The  Goths  and  ceased  to  live,  the  indifference  which  wni  shown 

Vandals  are  uniformly  characterbced,  as  not  only  tb«m  amounted  almost  to  irony.      When  the 

barbarous  and  cruel,  but  avaricious,  perfidious,  soMiere,  as  they  passed  by^  recognised  one  ol 

and  disregardful  of  the  most  solemn  promises.   Jt  their  companions  stratched  among  the  dead,  they 

was  ever  a  sufficient  reason  for  them  to  make  an  just  said, '  He  is  in  want  c€  nothug,  he  wUl  not 

attack,  that  they  thought  their  enemies  could  not  have  his  horse  to  abuse  again,  he  bas  got  drunk 

tesist  them.      Their  only  reason  for  making  for  the  last  time,*  or  something  similar,  whicb 

peace,  or  for  keepmg  it,  was  because  their  ene-  only  worked,  in  the  speaker,  a  stofcal  conteoBpl 

mies  were  too  strong ;  and  their  only  reason  for  of  existence.     Such  were  the  foneral  orationa 

committing  the  most  horrible  massacres,  rapes,  pronounced  in  honour  of  those  who  foil  in  our 

and  aU  manner  of  crimes,  was  because  they  had  battles." — Simpson,  in  his  "  Visit  to  Flandera,** 

gained  a  vict(wy.    The  Greeks  and  Romans,  il  in  1816,  remarks,  "  Nothug  is  more  frigbtfnl 

is  well  known,  notwithstanding  their  superior  than  the  want  of  feeling  which  characterizes  the 

civilization,  were  distinguished  for  the  most  de-  French  soldiery.      Their  prisonera  who  were 

grading  and  immoral  practices.    They  gloried  in  lying  wounded  in  the  hospitals  of  Antwerp,  were 

being  proud,  haughty,  and  revengeful ;  and  even  often  seen  mtmtdUa^  t/u  eontofAmM  <^  esuals* 

their  anrasemenu  were  characterized  by  a  spirit  fumet  which  wen  fnvductdbjfthiagonUaqfdealh, 

of  ferocity,  and  by  the  barbarisms  of  war.— It  is  tn  one  ^  their  own  eomradea  m  Uw  neat  bed, 

almost  needless  to  say  that  war  bhmts  the  finer  There  is  no  muZO  to  be  compared  with  the  power 

feelings  of  humanity,  and  engondera  a  spirit  of  of  fiends  *I^e  these.** 

adfishness,  and  of  indifference  even    towards  Tlius,  it  appeara,  that  ware  ba»e  prevafled  ia 

friends  and  companions.    Of  this  many  riiocking  every  period,  during  the  ages  that  are  past,  and 

instances  could  be  given.  have  aknost  extirpated  the  principle  of  6tnw  s/wss 

Miot  in  his  Memoira  of  the  War  m  Egypt,  from  the  worU ;  and,  therefore,  it  Is  obvious,  that, 

relates  the  case  ofasoMier  who  was  seised  with  before  the  prevailing  propensity  to  waiiare  bo 

the  plague,  and  vrith  the  delirium  which  some-  counteracted  and  destroyed,  the  happiness  wbidh 

tinm  accompanies  the  disease.    He  took  up  hia  fbwsfiximtboopanitionof  UMbaaeTolent  afiW 
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•tons  canaoC  be  enjoyed  bjr  maniiod  at  Imiige.  (heebBraefer  ofnfag•nattoll■,if,theirdispo■i. 
To  eounteract  this  irratioDal  and  moet  deplora-  tion  for  loor,  and  to  inflict  rernngt  (or  real  or  solu- 
ble propenaity,  by  etrery  energetic  mean  whicb  poted  injuries.  With  respect  to  the  Nobts 
rettMW,  bumaaity,  and  Cfamlianity  can  suggest,  Americait  Indians,  it  is  the  uniform  descriptioa 
must  be  the  duly  of  every  one  who  is  desirous  to  given  of  them  by  all  traveltan,  that,  if  we  except 
promote  the  present  and  everbtftin^  happiness  of  hunting,  tear  is  (Ae  onfy  en^tc^mmU  of  the  msn, 
bis  apeoies.*  and  every  other  ooocem  is  left  to  the  women. 

_.._  f*heir  moet  common  motive  for  entering  into  wart 

is,  either  to  revenge  themselves  lur  the  death  of 

SECTION  n.  *<MiM  lost  friends,  or  to  acquire  prisoners,  who 

nmr  assist  them  in  thiir  hunting,  and  whom  they 

•TATS  or  MOBAta  iw  MODCKH  TIMES.  adopt  ulo  their  society.    In  these  wars,  they  an 

Manl  aiaU  Iff  Savage  XatioHi.  cruel  and  savage,  lo  an  incrsdiUe  degree.    They 

,    ^  „                               .  .  ,               ^  ©nier  unawares,  ,lbe  villages  of  their  foes,  and, 

I  shall  now  take  a  very  brief  survey  of  the  whUe  the  flower  «f  the  naUon  are  engaged  in 

•tate  of  morals  in  modem  times,  and  of  the  pre-  hunting,  massacre  all  the  children,  women,  and 

wiling  dispositions  which  are  displayed  by  the  helpless  old  men,  or  make  prisoners  of  as  many  aa 

eaistiag  inhabitants  of  our  globe.    Were  I  to  Ibey  can  manage.  But  when  die  enemy  iaappris- 

enter  into  those  minute  and  circumstantial  details  ed  of  their  design,  and  coming  on  in  arms  against 

which  the  illustration  of  this  subject  would  re-  them,  they  throw  themselves  flat  on  the  ground, 

^iiire,  severs]  volumes  would  be  filled  with  the  among  the  withered  herbe  and  leavea,  which 

detail  of  facts,  and  with  the  sketches  of  moral  their  faces  are  painted  to  resemble.    They  then 

ecenery  which  might  be  brought  forward.    And  aUow  a  pact  to  pass  unmolested ;  when,  all  at 

each  a  work,  if  judiciously  executed,  might  be  once,  wilb  a  tremendous  shout,  rising  up  from 

rendered  highly  interesting,  and  iilight  produce  a  theifambrnb,  they  pourastormofmuskeUballson 

variety  of  benignant  eflects  both  on  Chruiiian  their  Toes.    If  the  force  on  each  aide  continuea 

and  on  general  society.    But  the  narrow  limits  nearly  equal,  the  fierce  spirits  of  these  savagee, 

within    which  the  present  work  must  be  com-  inflamed  by  the  leas  of  friends,  can  no  longer  be 

^lAed,  compels  me  to  confine  my  attention  to  restrained.     They  abandon  their  distant  war, 

a  few  prominent  features  in  the  characters  of  they   rush   upon  one  another  with  ckibs  and 

mankind,  and,  to  a  few  insulajed  fiicts  by  which  hatchets  in  their  hands,  magnifying  their  own 

Chey  may  be  illustrated.— I  shall  consider,  in  the  enurage,  and  IniBlting  their  enemies.     A  crue! 

flrst  place,  some  of  the  combat  ensues ;  death  appears  in  a  thousand  hide- 

l^omineiu  dppaitfio^M  which  appear  a^aHg8a-  ?"']^»  which  would  congeal  the  bbod  of  civi- 

«e^ aiiMafCimiked  Nation  .  ^»f^  »*'««•  **»  ^^*  ^  which  rwse  the  fury 

of  these  savages.    They  trample,  they  insuh  over 

It  is  not  to  be  dispntud,  that  numerous  iadi-  tlie  dead  bodies,  tearing  the  sealp  fi^  the  head, 

riduals  among  the  uncivilized  tribes  of  mankind,  waRowiog  in  their  fakwd  like  wiUI  beasts,  and 

have  occasionally  displayed  the  exercise  of  many  'sometimes  devouring  their  flesh.     The  flame 

of  the  social  virtues,— that  they  have  been  brave  rages  on  till  it  meets  with  no  resistanoe ;  then 

and   magnanimous,  faithful  to  their  promises,  the  prisoners  are  secured,  whose  fkte  is  a  thou- 

atrong  in  their  attachments,  and  generous  and  und  times  more  dreadful  than  theirs  who  have 

alTeetionate  to  their  friends  and  relatives.    But  died  in  the  field.    The  conquerors  setup  a  hkle- 

their  virtues,  for  the  most  part,  proceed  from  a  ous  howling,  to  lament  the  friends  they  have  loat. 

principle  of  selfishness,  and  are  confined  to  the  They  approach  lo  their  own  village ;  the  women, 

elan  or  tribe  to  which  they  belong.     Towards  with  frightful  shrieks,  come  oat  to  mourn  their 

their  enemies,  and  towards  all  who  have  injured  dead  brothers,  or  their  husbands.      An  orator 

(hom  in  the  slightest  degree,  they  almost  uni-  proclaims  aloud  a  circunMtantialaecount  of  every 

furmly  display  cruel,  perfidious,  and  revengeful  particular  of  the  expedition;  and  as  he  mentioM 

dispasitions.    The  followmg  faits  end  descri|H  the  names  of  those  who  have  fallen,  the  shrieks 

tions,  selected  from  the  aothratic  records  of  voy-  of  the  women  are  redoobled.    The  last  ceremony 

tpn  and  travellOTS,  will  tend  to  oorreboraCe  these  >•  the  proclamation  of  victory :  eaflb  individual 

posiiibos.  then  forgets  his  private  midortune,  and  joins  in 

The  most  prominent  feature  which  appears  in  the  triumph  of  his  nation;  all  tears  are  wiped 

from  their  eyes,  and,  by  an  unafieountable  transi- 

JlfTtiS^J}^^'*^  ^^^^  M"***  Pwmltted.  to  tion,  they  pass  in  a  moment  from  the  biuemesi  o. 

state  aiNne  additional  consUeratfons  to  show  the  aormw  tn  »«  ««tnMMnMi  /^:««  « 

telly  and  wlckedneMoT  wv.   In  the  mean  time,  he  ■<*[*>^»  «>  »■  extravagance  of  joy.* 

refers  his  readers  to  "Utters  addressed  to  Caleb  As  they  feel  nothing  but  revenge  for  the  ene- 

<|tn>Ag,  Esq.  ,**  which  contain  a  aeries  ofenergetfc  and  mies  of  iheir  nai  ion .  their  nriaoners  ar«  treated 

tmprwstve  reasealngs  on  the  sotilect.'-''  Pictoies  of  Zuu  -L  "iT    •  "i!     *          '^II^       .  ,. 

War "  by  Irenlcua .  ahd a doodedino^lanM,  hue?  "^^^  "»***y  "» *•  •Ortma.    The  eraeltiea  m^ 

pibliKhed,  enthlcd,  "  An  Inquiry  Imo  the  aeconlancy 

er  War  with  the  pilndples  of  airlsdanitr.*'  *c.  •  gee  edcf.  Bitt.  Ait.  Aamtn 
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f  icted  OB  ttMM  prifoneiB  who  are  doomed  to  pierced  with  bot  iron,  ^tberiiw  fall  Mood  A» 
death,  are  too  Stocking  and  horrible  to  be  ex-  issued  from  him  in  a  vend,  ooe  naif  of  which  be 
hibited  in  detail :  ooe  plucks  out  the  naib  of  ibe  dranki  and  ofiered  up  the  rest  to  his  god.  0» 
prisoner  by  the  roots ;  another  takes  a  finger  in-  another  occasion,  he  put  to  death  <nie  of  bk 
•o  his  mouth,  and  tears  off  the  flesh  with  his  wives  and  a  slaye,  drinking  their  blood  abo^  as 
teeth ;  a  third  thrusts  the  finger,  mangled  as  it  was  his  usual  practice  with  his  eneoHes."*— 
is,  into  the  bowl  of  a  pipe  made  red  hot,  which  Dispositions  and  practices  no  less  abominablcr 
be  smokes  like  tobacco :  thej  then  pound  his  are  regularly  exhibited  in  the  kingdom  of  Dmk^ 
toes  and  fingers  to  pieces  between  two  stones ;  n^,  near  the  Gulf  of  Guinea.  An  immolatiaa 
ihejr  apply  red  bot  irons  to  every  part  of  hie  of  human  victims,  for  the  purpose  ef  watering  the 
mangled  body ;  they  pullbff  his  flesh,  thus  man-  graves  of  the  king's  ancestors,  and  of  suppling 
gled  and  roasted,  and  devour  it  with  greediness ;-~  Uiem  with  servants  of  various  descriptions  i«  the 
and  thus  they  roolinue  for  several  hours,  and  other  world,  takes  place  every  year,  at  a  grand 
sometimes  for  a  whole  day,  till  they  penetrate  to  iestival  which  is  held  generally  in  April  and  May, 
the  vital  parts,  and  completely  exhaust  the  about  the  period,  powibly,  when  the  Bible  and 
springs  of  life.  Even  the  women,  forgetting  the  Missionary  Societies  of  this  country  are  boUing 
human,  as  well  as  |M  female  nature,  and  trane-  their  annivcrsariea.  The  rictims  are  generally 
foi«ied  into  something  worse  than  fories,  fre-  prisoners  of  war,  reserved  for  the  purpose;  but, 
^uently  outdo  4he  men  in  this  scene  of  horror;  should  there  be  lack  of  these,  the  iiumbni  (between 
while  the  prindipal  persons  of  the  country  sit  round  sixty  and  seventy)  is  made  up  firom  the  most  eco- 
the  stake  to  which  the  prisoner  is  fixed,  smoking,  Tenient  (rf'his  own  subjects.  The  inunolation  ol 
and  looking  on  without  the  least  emotion.  What  victims  is  not  confined  to  this  particular  period ; 
is  most  remarkable,  the  prieooer  himself  endea-  for  at  any  time,  should  it  be  necessary  to  Bead  an 
vours  to  brave  bis  lorments  with  a  stoical  apathy.  Sccount  to  his  fore&thers  of  any  remarkabte 
**  I  do  not  fear  death,  (be  exclaims  in  the  fiiee  cf  event,  the  king  despatchesa  courier  to  the  shades^ 
his  tormentors,)  nor  noy  kind  of  tortures ;  those  by  delivering  a  message  to  whoever  may  happen 
that  fear  them  are  cowards,  they  are  less  than  to  be  near  him,  and  then  ordermg  his  hettd  to  be 
women.  May  my  enemies  be  confounded  v/ith  ehopped  off*  immediately.  It  is  oensidered  an 
deepair  and  rage!  Oh,  that  I  could  devour  honour  where  his  majesty  personally  condeseeadi 
them,  and  drink  their  blood  to  the  last  drop!"  to  become  the  executioner  in  these  cases;  an 
Such  is  a  faint  picture  of  the  ferocious  dtsposi-  office  in  which  the  king  prides  himself  in  being 
tion  of  the  Indians  of  America,  which,  with  a  few  expert.  Ths  governor  was  present  on  one  occa- 
slight  mwHlificatione,  will  apply  to  almost  tL  "  sion,  when  a  poor-fellow,  whosefemr  of  death  oat- 
whole  of  the  original  natives  of  that  vast  contk  weighing  *he  sense  of  the  honour  conferred  upon 
fleot.  Instead  of  the  exercise  of  benevolent  aflTeo-  him,  en  f  ^ing  desired  to  cany  some  message  le 
tions,  and  of  forgiving  dispositions ;  instead  of  his  fethe  ,  humbly  dechired  on  hie  knees,  diat  bs 
humane  feelings,  and  compassion  for  the  suffer-  was  unacquainted  with  the  way.  On  which  ths 
ings  of feUow-mortals,  we  here  behold  them  trans-  tyrant  vociferated,  **  I'll  show  fo*  the  way,"  and, 
ported  into  on  tatbuvagantt  1/  Jojft  over  the  with' one  blow,  made  his  head  fly  sBany  yards 
sufferings  they  had  produced,  the  carnage  they  fi^)m  his  body,  highly  indignant  thai  there  sbosld 
had  created,  tits  children  whom  they  had  deprive  have  been  the  least  expression  of  reluctance  .f 
ed  of  their  parents,  and  the  widows  whose  hue-  On  the  thatched  roofe  of  the  guard-houses  wiiidi 
bands  they  had  mangled  and  slain ;  because  they  surround  the  palace  ef  this  tyrant,  are  ranged, 
had  glutted  their  revenge,  and  obtained  a  victory,  on  wooden  stakes,  numbers  of  human  skulls;  the 
Nothing  can  appear  more  directly  opposed  to  the  '  top  of  the  wall  which  encloses  n»  area  before  it^ 

Erecepts  of  Christ,  and  to  the  benevolence  of  is  stuck  foil  of  human  jaw-bones,  and  ths  palk 

0sven.  leading  to  the  door  is  paved  with  the  AoDs. 
If,  from  America,  we  cross  the  Atlantic,  and        In  the  kingdom  of  AiBAvrxs,  similar  prae- 

laiid  00  the  shores  of  AruoA,  we  shall  find  the  tices  uniformly  prevail.  "  When  the  king  of  this 

existing  imabitants  of  that  continent  display-  country  (says  I)upui8\  was  about  to  open  the 

ing  dispositions  no  lees  cruel  and  ferocious. —  campaign  in  Qaman,  he  collected  tegeiber  hia 

Bosnian  relates  the  following  inetanees  of  cruel-  priesU,  to  invoke  the  royal  JW^db,  and  pcrfomi 

ties  practised  by  the  Adomese  Negroes,  inhabit-  the  necessary  orgies  to  ensure  success.     Theas 

ing  the  banks  of  the  Praa  ot  Charaah  river.         ,  ministsrs  of  superstition  sacrifieed  tbirfy-twc 

'*  Anqua,  the  kin^,  kavuig  in  an  engagement  male,  and  eighteen  female  victims  as  an  expia- 

taken  five  of  bis  principal  Antese  enemies  pri-  tory  offering  to  the  gods;  but  the  uMwers  firos» 

soners,  be  wounded  them  all  over ;  after  which,  the  priests  being  deemed  by  the  council  as  stB 

w.di  a  more  than  brutal  fory,  he  satiated,  ihotigh  devoid  of  inspiration,  the  king  was  induced  to 

not  tired  himseU;  by  sucking  their  blood  at  the  make  a  eitffom,.at  the  sepulchres  of  bis  sac 

^ping  wounds ;  but.  bearins  a  more  than  ord>-  tors,  where  many  bundrech  bled.    Tbh,  it  is 
IL'Zf  mH.**;^'  one  of  them  he  caused  him  .^^  ^  j^„^,  ^  Artantes. 

to  bo  laid  bound  at  kiBfeet,and  bis  body  to  be  «  M'Lrad«B  v^s^to  iSfeiL 
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fWaed,  propUiatod  Um  w  "ftth  pf  the  adverte  god.*  secured  behind  their  backs ;  the  women  by  the 

The  Mme  king,  when  he  retumod,  having  dis-  neclcs  oolj ;  but  their  hands  Were  not   left  free, 

covered  a  conspiracy,  decreed,  that  seventeen  from  any  sense  of  feeling  for  them,  but  in  ontor 

»f  his  wives,  along  with  his  own  sister,  should  to  enable  them  to  balance  the  immense  loads  of 

fee  sirugled  and  beheaded.    "  His  sister's  para-  com  or  rice  which  they  were  obliged  to  carry  on 

«iour,  awi  all  those  of  his  party,  were  doomed  to  their  heads,  and  their  children  on  their  badcs.** 

the  most  cruel  deaths,  at  the  grave  of  the  lung's  — '*  I  had  an  opportunity,"  says  M^or  Gray, 

mother.    While  these  butcheries  were  transact-  "  of  witnessing,  during  this  short  march,  the 

ing,  the  king  prepared  to  enter  the  palace ;  and  \  new-made  slaves,  and  the  sufferings  to  whicn 

in  the  act  of  crossing  the  threshold  of  ihe  outer  they  are  subjected  in  their  first  state  of  bondage, 

gato,  was  met  by  several  of  his  wives,  whose  They  were  hurried  along  {tied)  at  a  pace  little 

anxiety  to  embrace  their  sovereign  lord  impelled  riiort  of  running,  to  enable  them  to  keep  up  with 

them  Uius  to  overstep  the  boundary  of  female  the  horsemen,  who  drove  them  on,  as  SroithfieU 

4eoorum  in  Ashantee  ;  for  it  happened  that  the  drovers  do  fatigued  bullocks.     Many  of  the  wo* 

king  was  accompanied  by  a  number  of  his  cap-  men  were  old,  and  by  no  means  able  to  endure 

tains,  who,  accordingly,  were  compelled  to  cover  such  treatment.    One,  in  particular,  would  not 

their  faces  with  bo&  their  hands,  and  fly  from  have  failed  to  excite  the  tenderest  foelings  of 

the  spoL    This  is  said  to  have  angered  the  mc^  compassion  in  the  breast  of  any,  save  a  nvage 

oarch,  although  his  resentment  proceeded  no  African.    She  was  at  least  sixty  years  oU,  in 

&rther  than  words,  and  he  returned  ih?  embraces  the  most  miserable  state  of  emaciation  and  debi- 

of  his  wives.    But  another  cause  of  anger  soon  lity,  nearly  doubled  together,  and  with  difficulty 

aAer  occurred, and  he  was  inflamed  to  the  highest  dragging  her  tottering  limbs  along.    To  crown 

pitch  of  indignation,  and,  in  a  paroxysm  of  an-  the  heart-rending  picture,  she  was  naked,  save 

ger,  caused  these  unhappy  beings  to  be  cut  in  from  her  waist,  to  about  halfway  to  the  knees, 

pieces  before  hia  face,  giving  orders,  at  the  same  All  this  did  not  prevent  hwr  inhuman  captor  from 

lime,  to  cast  the  fragments  into  the  forest,  to  be  makug  her  cany  a  heavy  load  of  water,  while, 

devoured  by  birds  and  beasts  of  prey.     Nor  did  with  a  rope  about  her  nedc,  he  drove  her  before 

the  atonement  rest  here ;  for  six  more  unhappy  his  horse ;  and  whenever  she  showed  the  least 

females  were    impeached  of  inconstancy,  and  inclination  to  stop,  he  beat  her  in  the  most  un* 

they  also  expiated  their  fanUs  with  their  lives,  mercifiti  manner  with  i^  stick.** 

Like  another  Ulysses,  his  majesty  then  devoted  Were  we  to  travel  through  the  whole  interior  of 

himself  to  the  purifioatico  of  his  palace,  when,  Africa,  and  round  its  northern,  eastern,  and 

to  sum  up  the  full  horrors  of  these  bloody  deeds,  western  coasts,  we  should  find,  among  sJmost 

two  thousand  wretches,  selected  from  the  Oaman  every  tribe,  numerous  displays  of  the  most  inhu- 

prisoneis  of  war,  were  skughtered  over  the  royal  man  and  depraved  dispositions.    The  Algtrinm 

death-stool,  in  honour  of  tiM  shades  of  departed  are  characterised  as  the  most  cruel  and  dangeroat 

kings  and  hfroes.'*'^  pirates — bsse,  perfidious,  and  rapacious,  to  the 

Such  are  a  few  specimeos  of  the  ferocioos  dis-  last  degree.    No  oaths,  tKir  ties,  human  or  di* 

positions  of  the  petty  tyrants  of  Africa.    But  vine,  will  avail  to  bind  them,  when  their  interest 

we  are  not  to  imagine,  that  such  dispositions  are  intetferes.    Whatever  respect  they  may  pretend 

confined  to  kings,  and  to  the  higher  ranks  of  to  pay  to  their  prophet  Mahomet,  gold  is  the  only 

society.     MTherever  snch  malevolent  passions  true  idol  which  they  worship.    The  emperors  ot 

are  displayed  among  barbarous  chieftains,  they  Morocco  are  well  known  as  a  set  of  rapacious 

pervade,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the  whole  and  blood-thirsty  tyrants,  who  have  lived  in  • 

mass  of  the  people,  and  almost  everyone,  in  pro-  Mate  of  habitual  warfare  with  Christian  nations, 

portion  to  the  power  with  which  he  is  invested,  and  in  the  perpetration  of  deeds  of  injustice  and 

perpetrates  similar  barbarities.    The  following  cruelty.    The  QaUa$f  on  the  borders  of  Abymi- 

instance  will  corroborate  this  posidon,  and,  at  the  aia,  are  a  barbarous  mid  warlike  nation.     They 

same  time,  show,  for  how  many  cruelties  and  are  hardy,  and  of  a  ferocious  disposition ;  they 

acts  of  injustice  the  abettors  of  the  infamous  are  trained  to  the  love  of  desperate  achievements, 

traflic  in  slaves,  are  accountable.     It  is  extract-  taught  to  believe  that  conquest  entitles  them  to 

ad  from  Major  Gray's  **  Travels  m  Africa,  in  the  posssMion  of  whgtever  they  desire,  and  to 

1884."  look  upon  death  with  the  utmost  contempt ;  and, 

The  Kaartan  fbroe  which  the  Major  accont*  therefbre,  in  their  wars,  they  fight  with  the  most 

^an.ed,  had  made  107  prisoners,  chiefly  women  desperate  resolution,  and  neitlwr  give  nor  taka 

and  children,  in  a  predatoiy  excursion  into  Bon-  any  quarter.    The  inhabitants  ^Afld^  too,  are 

doo,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  themselves  with  of  a  warlike  disposition,  and  most  fi'equently  live 

slaves.    The  fbllowing  is  an  account  of  the  man-  in  enmitv  and  hostility  with  those  around  them, 

•er  in  which  they  were  diUgged  along.    '*  The  The  fmoop$  are  gloomy  and  unforgiving  in  their 

were  tied  in  pairs  by  tho  necks,  their  hands  tempera,  thirsting  Hjr  vengeance  even  in  the  hour 

of  dissolution,  ai^  leav  ing  thftir  ehilihvn  to  avenge 

'  nnpi^r  iflsston  te  ^*«^**tt,  tf  inf  ^^^  quarrels.    The  inhabitants  of  the  CMa 
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Cotutt  eflpeeianv.tbe  Muhttoes,  are  said  to  be  a  in  aflcnce,  and  they  mdulfe  the  fiaMieal 

UMt  timmitmm  t0t  of  people.    The  men  are  fustioBoriakingaaanuDbiippjrbeuif  byalii 

irunkanb,  lewa,  thievish,  aij  1  trisacherous,  and  ing  death.    It  is  said,  with  confidence,  fhal  their 

the  women  are  die  most  abandoned  prostitutes,  own  persons  supply  the  horrid  neans  of  perp»- 

sacrifieing  themeeltM  at  aL'  times,  aad  to  all  trating  their  malicious  designs  en  their  hu^odsy 

sorts  of  men,  without  the  kast  degree  of  re-  and  tl»t  they  mix  with  their  aliment  a  oeitain 

straint.*    The  natives  of  ^niieo,  which  borders  portion  of  an  ingredient  of  a  pQisanona  nature, 

on  Angola,  live  by  plundering  all  who  Appen  to  fiill  which  infallibly  induces  a  slow  bngoar  and  eon- 

in  their  way,  some  of  whom  they  kill,  and  others  sumption,  and  in  time  brings  the  wretched  vie- 

they  keep  as  shkves.f    "  The  Boahemm  are  land  time  to  the  grave.    The  symptoms  arv  dreadfid. 

pirates,  who  live  without  laws  and  without  disci-  The  body  desieates,  the  limbs  becoow  •■eeeeife* 

pline ;  who  luik  in  thickets,  to  watch  the  passage  ]y  weak,  the  gums  rot,  the  teeth  looeen,  lh«  hair 

of  travellers,  and  ahool  them  with  poisoned  ar-  falls  ofl*,  and,  at  length,  after  having  dragged  a 

rows,  in  order  to  neise  their  cattle.**!    **  The  ne*  miserable  and  tortureid  existence,  ibr  a  whole  year 

groes  of  Congo,  (says  M.  do  la  Brosse  in  hk  #r  more,  the  unhappy  beingpdie  in  the  nnat  o- 

Travels  along  the  coast  c^  Angola,  in  17S8,)  are  treme  torment. 

extremely  treacherous  and  vindictive.  They  If  we  pass  fifom  Afriea  to  the  regions  ef  Asa, 
daily  demanded  of  us  some  brandy  for  the  use  of  we  shall  find  similar  depraved  principtea  aad 
thekingandthediief  menofthetown.  One  day  practices  pervading  its  several  tribes,  and  the 
this  request  was  denied  and  we  had  soon  reason  to  various  ranks  of  its  population.  Here,  tyranny, 
repent  it ;  for  all  the  English  and  French  officers  in  all  its  degrading  and  cruel  Ibrms,  reigns  sn- 
baving  gone  to  fish  on  a  small  lake  near  the  sea-  preme  and  uncontrolled  over  a  saperstilioas,  a 
coast,  they  erected  a  t«it  for  the  purpoee  of  dress-  deluded,  and  an  idofaOrooa  race  of  niaBkind,--of 
ing  and  eating  the  fishes  they  had  caught.  When  which  the  following  recent  instances.  In  relation 
amusing  themselves  after  their  repast,  seven  or  ton  petty  despot  of  Persia,  may  anrve  as  asp^ 
eight  negroes,  who  were  the  chiefs,  of  Loango,  dmen.  "  The  governor  Zulfiwar  Khun  is  pro- 
arrived  in  sedans,  and  presented  their  hands  ac-  nounoed  to  be  a  cruel  and  unprincipled  tyrant; 
cording  to  the  custom  of  the  country.  These  no-  unfortunately  for  the  people,  he  has  the  ear  of  the 
groes  privately  rubbed  the  bands  of  the  officers  sovereign,  uid  they  have  no  rssouroe  against  his 
with  a  subtle  poison,  which  acts  instantaneous-  rapacity.  He  pays  to  the  crown  7000  toasanna 
fj ;  and,  accordingly,  five  captains  and  three  sur-  a  year,  but  it  is  asserted,  that  he  collects  from 
freons  died  on  the  spoL"  the  district  100,000.    His  oppression  was  ao 


The  Jtfoort  are  characterized  by  Mr.  Park  as  grievous,  that  the  inhabitants,  wearied  ont, 
havingeruelty  and  low  cunning  pictured  on  their  in  a  body  to  the  king  to  oomplaiB ;  but  his  ma- 
countenances.  Their  treachery  and  malevo-  jesty  only  referred  them  hack  to  their  tyrant,  who, 
lence  are  manifosted  in  their  plundering  excur-  exasperated  at  their  boMness,  wredied  opon  theas 
aions  against  the  Negro  villages.  Without  the  a  cruel  vengeance.  It  is  said,  that  he  maimrd 
smallest  provocation,  and  sometimes  under  the  and  put  to  death  upwards  of  a  thonsaad  of  both 
fiiirest  professions  of  friendship,  they  will  seixe  sexes,  cutting  off  the  hands,  pnltwg  out  the  eyee, 
npon  the  Negroes'  cattle,  and  even  on  the  inha-  and  otherwise  mutilating  the  men,  and  catling 
bitants  themselves.  The  JHedonnM  are  plun-  off  the  noses,  ears,  and  breasts  of  the  women, 
derers  of  the  cultivated  lands,  and  robbers  on  the  llie  people,  desponding  and  brokenhearted  after 
high  roads ;  they  watch  every  opportunity  of  re-  diis,  paid,  in  as  for  as  they  wero  able,  the  rap*- 
venging  their  enemies,  and  their  animosities  are  cious  demands  of  their  <^pressor,  and  the  dsk 
transmitted  as  an  inheritance  from  fother  to  chil-  tural  consequence,  ruin  and  desolation  has  an> 
dren.    Even  the  Egyptiant,  who  are  more  civil-  sued.'*} 

ized  than  the  tribes  to  which  I  have  now  alluded,        Sir  John  Chaidin  gives  us  the  IbUowing  ae- 

are  characterized  by  excessive  pride,  vindictive  count  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mingrolia,  particn- 

tempers,  inordinate  passions,  and  various  species  larly  of  the  women.    "  The  people  are  gencralfy 

of  moral  turpitude.    There  is  a  trait  in  the  duir  handsome,  the  men  strong  and  weU-made,  and 

racter  of  the. women  of  this  country,  pointedly  the  women  very  beautifid ;  but  both  sexes  are 

adverted  to  by  Sonini,  in  hi9"  Travels  in  Egypt/*  very  vicious   and   debauched.     The  women, 

which  is  particularly  odious  and  horrible.    On  though  lively,  civil,  and  afiectionate,  are  very 

discovering  any  partiality  in  their  husbands  foi  perfidious ;  for  there  is  no  wickedness  wbicb 

other  females,  they  are  transported  into  an  un-  they  will  not  perpetrate,'  in  order  to  procure,  to 

bounded  and  jealous  fory.    Such  are  their  deceit  preserve,  or  to  get  rid  of  their  gallants.    The 

and  craelty  on  these  occasions,  that  they  instil  men  likewise  possess  many  bad  qualities.    Al 

into  the  filood  of  their  faithless  husband,  a  slow  of  them  are  trained  to  robbery,  which  thev  study 

and  mortal  poison.    Their  revenge  is  meditated  both  as  a  business,  and  as  an  amnsemenC    With 

great  satisfaction  they  relate  the  dspredntiuna 


•  Cookal  malTeimiaeegxapliy,  ToL  I.  p.  II7. 
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iiey  have  emwaittod ;  and|  from  this  polHiCed  The  Birmatu  are  a  lively  inqoisitive  race, 

source,  they  derive  tbeir  greateai  praise  and  hon-  active,  irascible,  and  impatieot.  While  in  peace, 

our.    In  Mingretia..  (alseh«xkl,  assassination,  and  they  give  proofs  of  a  certain  degree  of  genUeneea 

tfieft,  are  good  actions ;  and  whorodom,  bigamy,  and  civilization ;  in  war,  they  display  the  ferocity 

and  incest,  are  esteemed  as  virtuous  habits,  of  savages.— The  Malajf*,  though  inhabiting  a 

The  men  marry  two  or  three  wives  al  a  time,  country  bcaotiful  and  delightful  in  the  extreme, 

and  keep  as  many  concubines  as  they  choose,  where  refreshing  gales  and  cooling  streams  as- 

They  not  only  make  a  comnicm  practice  of  sell-  suage  the  heat,  where  the  soil  teems  with  deli- 

ing  tbeir  children,  either  for  gold,  or  in  exchange  cious  fruits,  where  the  trees  are  clothed  with  a 

for  wares  and  provisions,  but  even  murder  them,  continual  verdure,  and  the  flowers  breathe  their 

or  bury  them  alive,  when  they  find  it  difficult  to  fragrant  odours,  are  remarkably  ferocious  in  their 

bring  them  up.'*  manners.     They  go  always  arm«Hl  (ez(»pt  the 

The  Tartan f  who  occupy  vast  regions  of  the  slaves,)  and  would  think  themselves  disgraced, 
Asiatic  oontin«it,  are  uniformly  described  by  if  they  went  abroad  without  their  pcAgnards. 
travellers,  as  a  rude,  plundering,  and  uncultivated  The  inland  inhabitanu  of  Malacca,  called  Jtfo- 
race  of  men.  '*  There  is  something  frighifol,"  mfoa6oe*,  are  a  barbarous  savage  people,  delishl* 
says  Smeliie,  "  in  the  countenances  of  the  Cal*  ing  in  doing  continual  mischief  to  their  neigh- 
Auck  Tartars.  All  of  them  are  wandering  va*  bc^rs ;  on  which  account,  no  grain  is  sown  about 
gabonds,  and  live  in  tenis  made  of  cloth  or  of  Malacca,  but  what  is  enckwed  in  gardens,  with 
skins.  They  eat  the  flesh  of  horses,  either  raw,  the  thickest  hedges,  or  deep  ditclves ;  for  when 
or  a  little  softened  hj  putrifying  under  their  the  grain  is  ripe  in  the  open  plains,  the  Mono* 
■addles.  No  maritt  of  religion,  or  of  decency  in  caboes  never  fail  to  set  fire  to  it.  The  Psraons, 
their  manners,  are  to  be  found  among  mart  of  in  their  dispositions,  says  Mr.  Franklin,  are 
these  tribes.  They  are  fierce,  warlike,  hardy,  much  inclined  to  sudden  anger,  are  quick,  fiery, 
and  brutally  gross,  They  are  all  robbers ;  and  and  very  sensible  of  aflSronts,  which  they  resent 
the  Tartars  of  Daghestan,  who  bonder  on  civilia-  on  the  spot.  Chardin  describes  them  as  "  war- 
ed nations,  have  a  great  trade  in  slaves,  whom  like,  vain,  and  ambitious  <^  praise ;  exceedingly 
they  carry  oflfby  force,  and  sell  to  ihe  Persians  luxurious,  prodigal,  voluptuous,  and  addicted  to 
and  Turlu."*  gallantry.*'    It  is  well  knttwn  that  the  wars  and 

The  ArabiarUf  like  the  Tartars,  live  mostly  fiend- 1  ike  cruelties  in  which  the  despots  of  this 

without  government,  without  law,  and  almost  country  have  been  engaged,  have  transformed 

without  any  social  intercourse.    They  sUIl  eon-  many  of  its  provinces  into  scenes  of  sterility  and 

tinue  in  a  state  of  rudeness  and  of  lawless  inde-  desolation.— The  HmdoM  are  eSeminate,  luxuri- 

pendency.    Their  diiefo  authorise  rape,  theft,  ous,  and  early  initiated  into  the  arts  of  dissimu- 

and  robbery.    They  have  no  estimation  for  vir-  lation.    They  can  caress  thMO  whom  they  hate, 

tue,  and  glory^n  almost  erery  species  of  vice,  and  behave  with  the  utmost  aftability  and  kind- 

They  roam  about  in  the  deserts,  and  attack  cara-  nns  to  such  as  they  intend  to  deprive  of  exist- 

vans  and  travellers  of  every  description,  whoa  Mice,  by  the  most  sanguinary  means.    Though 

they  frequently  murder,  and  plunder  of  their  pro-  they  seMum  scold  or  wrangle,  they  often  stab 

perty. — The  C/kiness,  though  more  highly  civil-  eadi  other  insidiously,  and,  without  any  public 

ized  than  the  tribes  now  mentioned,  and  though  quarrel,  gratifjr  a  private  revenge.    The  destmc- 

they  merit  great  applause  for  their  ingenuity,  tion  of  infimts,  the'  immolafion  of  widows,  tho 

industry,  and  perseverance,  are  as  despicable  in  drowning  of  aged  parents,  which  prevail  among 

their  moral  characters,  and  as  destitute  of  true  them,  and  the  cruel  and  idolatrous  rites  which 

lienevoleiice,  as  almost  any  nation  upon  earth,  distinguish  their  rdigious  services,  are  too  well 

Avarice  is  their  leading  passion ;  and  in  order  known    to    require   description. — The  Twrktf 

to  gratify  it,  they  practise  every  species  of  du-  though  grave,  sedate,  and  rather  hypocondriac, 

plicity  and  fir&ud.    They  cannot  be  influenced  yet  when  agitated  by  passion,  are  forious,  rag^hig, 

by  motives  either  of  h<mesty  or  of  humanity  ;  ungovernable,  fi«nght  with   dissimulation,  jea- 

and  they  surpass  every  nation  on  the  globe  in  lous,  suspicious,  and  vindictive  beyond  coneep* 

private  cheating.    Captain  Cook  observes,  that  tion.    They  are  superstitinus,  and  obstinately 

(the  danger  of  being  banged  for  any  crime  being  tenacious  in  matters  of  religi<Ml,  an^  are  incapa* 

excepted)  "  there  b  nothing,  however  infamous,  ble  of  exercising  Imtevolence  or  even  humanity 

which  the  Chinese  will  refuse  to  do  for  gain.**  towards  Christians,  or  towards  Jews.    Interesf 

In  this  opinion  h»  eoocnrs  with  every  preceding  is  dieU-  supremo  good,  and  when  that  comes  in 

and  subsequent  writer,  and  confirms  it  by  a  competition,  att  ties  of  religion,  consanguinltv, 

variety  of  striking  proofo,  of  which  an  additional  w  friendship,  are  with  the  generality,  speeduy 


number  may  be  see»  in  the  accounts  which  have  dissolved.  They  have  deprived  of  tbeir  liberty, 
been  published  of  our  late  embassies  to  that  u>d  of  their  wealth,  all  who  have  been  sobjeote^ 
ompira.  to  their  iron  soeptre,  and  have  plunged  them  into 

the  depthe  of  moral  and  of  meatal  debasemeot. 
•  SmdUal  PhttMo^hro'  Katuial  Ostory.  Tho  pago  of  history  is  filled  with  dctaib  of  thelt 
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40fa«uUoM  and  cnMltiea,  and  the  deeds  of  in-  whichdicy  arecontmnOyonthewaicfa  to ai 

jiwfice  and  of  horror  which  thoy  have  perpetrat-  and  the  deaire  of  a  good  meal  is  no  aaaU  incite- 

edt  ena  in  our  own  tines,  are  wcMxcfly  equalieJ  menf,    Manj  years  will  stmeliDMS  elapse  bcfrrv 

by  the  atroetliea  of  the  most  aavage  hordes  %£  a  favoarable  oppottnnity  happens,  yet  the  son 

Bsankiod.  never  loses  sight  of  an  injmy  that  has  been  done 

If  we  take  a  sanrey  of  the  nanaeroiu  tribes  to  his  (ather.— ^<  Their  netfaod  efezecnting  their 

which  inhabit  the  Islands  of  the  Indian  and  the  horrible  designs  is  by  stealing  open  the  adveran 

Pacific  Oceans,  we  shall  find  similar  depraved  party  in  the  night,  and  if  theyBnd  dieaiiaii^nai^ 

and  malevolent  passions,  raging  without  control,  ed  (which   is  very  aeldom  the  ease)  they  kS 

and  producing  aH  those  malignant  and  desohuing  every  one  indiscriminately,  not  even  sparing  Ibn 

eifects  which  have  counteracted  the  benevolence  women  and  children.    When  the  aanssaere  is 

of  the  Creator,  and  entailed  misery  on  the  human  completed,  they  either  feast  and  gorge  ihemsdven 

laoe.     The  dismal  eflects  of  the  principle  of  on  the  spot,  or  carry  off  as  many  of  th«  dend 

hatred  directed  towards  human  beings,  the  di»-  bodies  as  they  can,  and  devoor  them  at  booMi 

position  to  engage  in  continual  warfare,  and  the  with  acts  of  brutality  too  shocking  to  be  described 

savage  ferocity  of  the  human  mind,  when  unre?  If  they  are  discovnred  belbre  they  execute  ibeii 

Mrained  by  moral  and  prudemial  considerations,  bkmdy  purpose,  they  generally  steal  off  again  | 

are  nowhere  so  strikingly  displayed,  as  in  the  and  sometimes  are  pursued  and  attacked  1^  i]i» 

isles  which  are  scattered  throughout  the  wide  other  party  in  their  turn.    To  give  quarter,  or  Id 

expanse  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.    Of  the  truth  of  take  prisoners,  makes  no  part  of  their  military 

these  positions  we  have  abundance  of  melancholy  law ;  so  that  the  vanquished  can  save  their  lives 

examples,  in  the  reports  of  missionaries,  and  in  onlyi>y  Bight.    Thasperpelnal  stale  of  war,  and 

the  journals  which  have  been  published  by  late  destructive  method  of  coiidueting  it,  operates  se 

navigators,  from  which  I  shall  select  only  two  or  strongly  in  producing  habits  of  circnnlspectisa, 

three  examples.  that  one  hardly  ever  finds  a  New  Zeabnder  o0 

The  first  instance  I  shall  produce,  has  a  rela^  his  guard,  ehher  Bv  night  or  by  day."*    Wh9o 

tion  chiefly  to  the  inhabitants  of  JVsio  Zealand,  the  mind  is  kept  m  such  a  state  of  incemsnt 

With  respect  to  these  istanden  Capuin  Cook  anxiety  and  alarm,  it  must  be  impoasibld  Ibr  ht- 

remarks,   **  Theu-  public  contentions  are  fr»>  man  beioge  to  taste  the  sweeu  of  rationnl,  or 

queol,or  rather  perpetual ;  for,  it  appears  from  even  of  sensitive  enjoyBMUt.    A   melaiicholy 

their  number  of  weapons,  and  dexterity  in  using  gloom  must  hang  over  theee  wretched  beii^ 

them,  that  war  is  their  principal  profession." —  and  the  dark  suspicions,  and  die  reveogefiii  pas- 

**  The  war-dance  consists  of  a  great  variety  of  sions  which  agitate  their  minds,  ean  only  fie 

violent  motions,  and  hideous  contortions  of  the  them  Ibr  those  regions  of  darkness  where  iha 

limbs,  during  which  the  countenance  also  per*  radiations  of  benevolence  are  oooipletdy  extis- 

forms  a  part ;  the  tongue  is  firequently  thrust  out  gulshed. 

to  an  incredible  length,  and  the  eye-lid  so  forci-  The  imphteaUo  halrad  which  these  savages 

bly  drawn  op,  that  the  white  appears  both  above  entcflam  towards  each  other,  is  iDoslrated,  in  tho 

and  below,  as  well  as  on  each  aide  of  the  iris,  so  fi>Uowing  short  narrative  frcsn  Captain  Cook.— 

as  to  form  a  circle  around  it;  nor  u  anything  *'Among  ear  occasional  visiters  waa  a  chief  im»ed 

neglected  so  as  to  render  the  human  shape  frighu  Kahoora,  who,  as   I  was  informed,  beaded  the 

fid  and  deformed.    To  such  as  have  not  been  ao-  party  that  cut  off  Captain  Fnmeaux's  people^ 

customed  to  such  a  praetioe,  they  appear  more  and  himself  killed  Mr.  Rowe,  the  officer  wlw 

like  demons  than  men,  and  would  almost  chill  the  commanded.    To  judge  of  the  diaracter  of  K^ 

boldest  with  fear;  at  the  same  time  they  brandish  hoora,  by  what  I  had  heard  from  many  of  his 

thoir  spears,  shake  their  darts,  and  cleave  the  countrymen,  he  seemed  to  be  more  feared  than 

air  with  their  patoo-patoos.    To  thb  succeeds  a  bekived  among  them.    Not  satisfied  with  telling 

circumstance  almost  foretoM  in*'their  fierce  do-  me  that  he  was  a  very  bad  man,  some  of  tlieaa 

meanour,  horrid  and  disgraceful  to  human  nature,  even  importuned  me  to  tilT  km  :  and,  I  believe. 

which  is,  cutting  to  pieces,  even  before  being  they  were  not  a  little  surprised  that  I  did  not  fia- 

perfectly  dead,  the  bodies  of  their  enemies;  ten  to  them;  for  according  to  iheir  ideas  of  equity, 

and,  afler  dressing  them  on  a  fire,  devouring  the  this  ought  to  have  been  done.    But  if  I  had  M> 

fiesh,  not  only  without  reluctance,  but  with  po-  lowed .  the  advice  <^  all  our  pretended  friciMli,  I 

culiar  satisfection.**    There  is  perhaps  nothing  might  have  extirpated  the  whole  race  ;  fir  At 

that  can  convey  a  more  striking  idea  of  the  ac-  p^ila  af  meh  kemlel  or  vUlagt^  ly  imrmM,  appUta 

lions  of  pure  malevolence,  and  of  the  horrible  tawUfta  dttttng  ihi  etibcf .    One  wouU  hare  al* 

rage  and  fury  of  infernal  fiends,  than  the  picture  moat  thought  it  impossible,  that  so  striking  a 

here  presented  of  these  savage  islandere.  proof  of  the  divMed  state  in  wiikh  this  peepia 

These  people  live  under  perpetual  apprdien-  live,  eoukl  have  been  assigned." 

si€ns  of  being  destroyed  by  each  other ;  there  Similar  dvpositions  are  disphycd  Anm^htm 
being  few  of  their  tribes  that  have  not,  as  they 

think,  susuined  wrongs  from  some  other  tribe,  'Cookers yoyaff» 
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tlmoit  ftS  the  other  idande  of  the  Southern  Sandwich  I&m,  prior  to  the  state  of  mora)  aitd 
Ocean.  The  following  description  is  given  hj  religious  unprorement  to  which  they  have  iateiy 
M.  de  la  Peronse,  *£  the  inhabitants  of  Mamma  advanced,  tboii|(h  iheir  dispositions  were  some* 
Oifolava,  and  the  other  islands  in  the  Navi^alior**  what  milder  tiian  those  of  the  other  i«laor-i 
Archtpeia^.  *'  Their  native  ferocity  of  eoun-  were  almost  equally  tow  in  point  of  moral  de» 
tenanco  always  expresses  either  surprise  or  an-  basement.  Captain  Cook|  speaking  Of  the  na- 
ger.  The  least  dispute  between  them  is  follow-  tives  of  Oiahelte,  dedarM,  "  They  are  all  ar- 
ed  by  blows  of  slides,  dubs,  or  paddles,  and  o&  rant  thieves,  and  can  pick  pockets  with  the  dex- 
len,  without  doubt,  costs  the  combatants  their  tcrity  of  the  most  e.xnert  London  blackguard.**'* 
lives.*'  With  regard  to  the  women,  he  remarks  x  When  describing  the  societies  disiinguishod  by 
**  The  gross  eflVontery  of  their  conduct,  the  in-  the  name  of  Arrtoy^  he  dedares,  as  a  character- 
decency  of  their  motions,  and  the  disgusting  d^  istic  of  the  female  part  of  the  community,  **  If 
fers  which  they  made  of  their  favours,  rendered  any  of  the  women  happea  tobe  with  child,  which 
them  fit  mothers  and  wires  for  the  ferocious  be-  in  this  manner  of  life,  happens  less  frequenllj 
ings  that  surrounded  us.**  Tlie  tnmchery  and  than  in  ordinary  cases,  the  poor  infant  is  wmo- 
ferocity  of  these  savages  were  strikingly  display-  thered  the  moment  it  is  bom,  that  it  may  be  no 
cd  in  massacring  M.  de  Langle,  the  astr'onomer,  incumbrance  to  the  father,  nor  interrupt  the 
and  eleven  of  the  crew  that  belonged  toPerouse's  mother  in  the  pleasures  of  her  diabolical  pros- 
Tssseli  and  sneh  was  their  fierce  barbarity,  titution."t  Another  circumstance,  stated  by  the 
that,  after  having  killed  them,  they  still  continued  same  navigator,  exhibit*  their  former  moral  clia- 
to  wreak  .heir  fiiry  upon  the  inanimate  bodies  racter  in  a  stiU  more  shocking  point  of  view, 
with  their  dubo.  The  natives  of  JVi^io  Cnltdmua  On  the  approach  of  war  with  any  of  the  neigh- 
are  a  race  of  a  similar  description.  Though  bearing  islands,  or  on  other  interesting  occa- 
Captain  Cook  describes  them  as  apparently  a  sions,  human  sacrifices  were  a  universal  practice. 
g0(Ki  natured  sort  of  people,  yet  subsequent  na-  "  When  I  described,"  says  this  iUuntrious  voya- 
vigators  have  found  them  to  be  almost  the  very  ger,  **  the  Natibe  at  Tongahatoo,  I  mentioned, 
reverse  of  what  he  described;  as  ferocious  in  the  that,  on  the  approaching  sequel  of  that  festival, 
extreme,  addicted  to  cannibalism,  and  to  every  we  had  been  told  that  ten  men  were  to  be  sacri- 
barbarity  shocking  to  human  nature.  The  French  fioed.  This  may  give  us  an  idea  of  the  extent 
navigator,  Admiral  lyEntrecasteaux,  in  his  in-  of  this  religious  massacre  on  that  island.  And 
tercourse  with  these  people,  received  undoubted  though  we  should  suppose,  that  never  more  than 
proofs  of  their  savage  disposition,  and  of  their  one  person  is  sacrificed  on  any  single  ooeasion 
being  accustomed  to  feed  on  himanfleflh.  Speak-  at  Otaheite,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  ^ese 
Uig  ^  one  of  the  natives,  vriio  had  visited  his  occasions  happened  so  fireqoenily,  as  to  mane  a 
•hip,  and  had  described  the  various  practices  shocking  waste  of  the  htwian  race ;  for  I  counted 
connected  with  cannibalism,  he  says,—**  It  is  no  less  than  forty-nine  skulls  of  former  victims, 
difficult  to  depict  the  ferocious  avidity  with  which  lying  before  the  Moral,  where  we  saw  one  more 
he  expressed  to  us,  that  the  flesh  of  their  unfoi^  added  to  the  number.  And,  as  n<me  of  these 
tnnate  victims  was  devoured  by  them  al\er  they  skulls  had,  as  yet,  sufTered  any  considerable 
had  broiled  it  oo  the  ooals.  This  eamiibal  also  chance  from  the  weather,  it  may  hence  be  infer- 
let  us  know,  that  the  flesh  of  the  arms  and  legs  red,  that  no  gre«t  length  of  time  had  elapsed,  since 
was  cut  into  slices,  and  that  they  considered  t^  this  considerable  number  of  unhappy  wretches 
most  muscular  paits  a  very  agreeable  dish.  It  had  been  ofiered  on  this  ahar  oif  blood."} 
was  then  easy  for  us  to  explain,  why  they  fre-  He  also  informs  us,  that  human  sacrifices  were 
quently  felt  our  arms  and  legs,  manifesting  a  niore  frequent  in  the  Sandwich,  than  in  any  of 
violent  longing;  they  then  uttered  a  faint  whisU  the  other  islands.  **  These  honid  rites,"  says 
ling,  which  they  produced  by  closing  their  teeth,  he,  **  are  not  only  had  recourse  to  upon  the  com- 
and  applying  to  tliem  the  tip  of  the  tongue ;  a^  meneement  of  war,  and  preceding  great  battles, 
terwards  opening  their  mouth,  they  smacked  their  and  other  sisnal  enterprises ;  but  the  death  of 
lips  several  times  in  succession."  sny  consideranle  chief  calls  for  a  sacrifice  of  one 
The  characters  of  the  islanders  now  described,  or  more  TVioToim,  (that  is,  vulgar  or  low  persons, ) 
may  be  OMisidersd  as  common  to  the  inhabitanta  according  to  his  rank  ;  and  we  were  tdd  thatfra 
of  the  New  Hebrides,  the  Friendly  Islands,  the  men  were  destined  to  suffer  on  the  death  of 
Marquesas,  the  Sandwich,  New  Guinea,  New  TVrsssftoo,  one  of  their  great  chiefs.^ 
Britain,  the  Ladrones,  and  almost  all  the  islands  Such  are  a  few  specimens  of  the  moral  dispo* 
whtdi  are  dispersed  over  the  vast  expanse  of  sitions — the  hatred,  the  horrid  warfare,  and  the 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  Captain  Cook,  when  de-  abominable  practices,  which  are  displayed  over 
scribing  the  natives  of  New  2Sealand,  remarks, 

that,  «*  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  parU  of  the  .  Rawkssworth*s  Hamtiveof  Cook's  Voyagesi 

South  Seas  have  not  even  the  idea  of  indecency  Td.  II. 

with  respect  to  any  dject,  «r  to  any  aciion."  {  HlJ^keswortfc's  wiSuVe  of  Cooifs  Voyage*. 

r  le  mhahitants  even  of  the  Society  and  of  the  VoL  n. 
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tfio  ^aierportloB  of  tb«  Eaitern  ltd  Westera  and  their  pb^aical  ud  menla]  czntioftt. 
Continents,  and  anong  the  Ihouaande  of  islands  be  spent  much  in  war,  and  in  the  prvpamlMNi  of 
which  diTersifjr  the  surfsoe  of  the  Ocean— dispo*  warlike  instronents,  as  if  these  were  the  {real 
sitions  and  practieea,  which,  if  permitted  to  ex-  ends  for  which  the  Creator  had  broa|!ht  them  in- 
tend their  influence  unisersally,  lind  without  to  existence.  If  the  ingenaitr  and  d>e  energies 
control,  would  soon  extirpate  the  intelligent  displayed  in  such  preparations  and  purauita,  were 
ereationi  and  banish  Nipp'ifif  from  the  empire  employed  in  operations  calcolaied  topfomote  ilm 
of  Ood.  benefit  of  mankiod,  what  an  immense  proportion 
«A.***«  x..iiTi.._^  «.  •...<».  of  happiness  would  be  diauibuied  among  nume- 

rons  tnbes  which  are  just  now  sank  into  deprar 

Were  benevolence  a  characteristic  of  the  in-  Tiiy,  and  into  the  depths  of  wretcbedneaa  and 

habitants  of  our  globe,  erery  traToller  would  be  wo ! 

secure   from  da^(er  fi-om  his  fellow-men :  ha  PaUas,  in  his  description  of  the  nations  iahnp 

might  land  on  every  shore  without  the  least  sun-  biting  the   CanossiM,  ipHien  speaking  of  the  Ci&- 

picion  or  alarm,  and  confidently  expect  that  his  cassiahs,  says,  "  Persons  of  wealth  and  tank 

distresses  would  be  reeved,  and  his  wants  sup-  never  leave  the  house  without  a  sabre,  nor  do 

plied,  by  every  tribe  of  the  human  race  among  they  venture  beyond  the  limits  of  the  vilbgn 

whom  he  might  ocoasioi»lly  sojourn.    No  hos-  without  being  completely  arrayed,  and  faanag 

tile  weapons  would  be  lifted  up  to  repel  a  stranger,  their  breast  pockets  supplied  with  ball  cartridgrs.' 

when  gratifying  his  curiosity  in  visiting  disiant  In  regard  to  the  lower  class,  **  when  tbcy  do  not 

kinds,  and  contemplating  foreign  scenes ;  and  no  carry  a  si^e,  with  other  arms,  they  provide 

instruments  of  destruction  would  require  to  be  themselves  with  a  strong  staff,  two  arshines  hmg, 

forged,  to  preserve  a  nation  from  the  inroads  of  on  the  top  of  which  is  fixed  a  large  iron  bead,  aai 

destroyers.     But  when  we   survey  ihe  actual  the  ktwer  end  is  furnished  with  a  sharp  iron  pftc, 

state  of  mankind,  we  find  almost  every  nation  about  eighteen  indies  long,  which  they  ue  ac> 

under  heaven,  if  not  actually  engaged  in  war,  at  customed  to  throw  expertly,  like  a  dart.    Tbs 

least  in  a  warlike  attitude,  and  one  of  their  chief  princes  and  knights  pursue  no  other 

employments  consists  in  divising  schemes,  either  or  recreation  than  war,  pillage,  and  the 

cf  conquest  or  revenge,  and  in  fiirbishing  die  in-  ments  of  the  chase  ;  they  live  a  lordly  life, 

struments  of  death.   The  following  instances  may  der  about,  meet  at  drinking  parties  and  undertake 

suffice,  as  illustrations  of  this  position.  military   excursions.*'     Among   these    people^ 

The  armies  of  Asbahtse,  says  Dopuis,  "  the  desire  of  revenge,  for  injuries  received,  is 

amount  to  upwards  of  eighty  thousand  men,  arm-  hereditary  in  the  successors,  and  in  the  whole 

ed  with    Utmahawks,  lances,  knives,  jarelins,  tribe.    It  remains,  as  it  were,  rooted   with  so 

bows,  and  arrows ;  and  forty  thousand,  who  can  mudi  rancour,  that  the  hostile  princes  or  noUss 

occasionally  be  put  in  possession  of  muskets  and  of  two  different  tiibes,  when  they  meet  each 

blunderbusBRS. — The  opposing  armies  of  Mos-  other  on  the  road,  or  accidentally  in  another  f^ee, 

LEM  and    DnvHERU,  amounted  at   times    to  are  compelled  to  fight  for  their  lives ;  unless  thry 

140,000  men. — The  King  of  Dahomt,  and  his  have  given  previous  notice  to  each  other,  an& 

auxiliaries,  can  raise  about  50,000  men,  armed  bound  themselves  to  pursue  a  different  route. 

with  bows  and  arrows,  sabres,  and  iron  maces.—  Unless  pardon  be  purahased,  or  obtained  by  ia- 

The  king  of  Beniit  can  arm  200,000,  upon  an  termarriage  between  the  two  families,  the  prin- 

etnergenoy,  and  furnish    10,000  of  them  with  ciple  of  revenue  is  pn^aagaiad  to  all  soeoeediag 

muskets.     In  those  countries  of  Africa,  where  generations.*'* 

fire-arms  and    gimpowder  are  unknown,   they  It  is  well  known,  that  iu  almost  all  the  nJaads 

wield  the  following  kinds  ofarms  with  great  dex-  in  the  Indian  and  the  Southein  Oceans,  when 

terity  and  execution.      Those  are,  very  strong  navigators  attempt  to  land,  in  order  to  procure 

supple  lances,  which  are  barbed  and  poisoned^  water  and  provisions,  they  are  almost  uaiibmi- 

targets,  hows  and  arrows,  tomahawks,  and  iron  ly  opposed  by  crowds  of  finxicious  savages,  amcd 

maces ;  the  fcn^ner  of  which  they  are  in  the  prao-  with  long  spean,  clubs,  lanees,  bovrs  sdmI  arrows 

tioe  of  poisoning  with  a  venom  inore  deadly  than  and,  with  horrid  yells,  brandishing  them  in  Cos 

that  which  is  used  fay  any  other  nation,  as  its  most  hostile  attitudes.    InsomeinstanOes,  tfaeso 

operation  is  said  to  be  sometimes  instantaneous,  warlike  attitudes  might  be  accounted  for,  fivos  a 

and  its  wound,  though  ever  so  slight,  tisually  pro-  fear  of  the  depredations  and  murders  which  might 

duces  death  within  the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes.*  be  committed  by  strangers,  with  whose  dispos»- 

Sueh  is  the  warlike  disposition  dis|^yed  by  a  tions  and  charaieters  tfaiey  are  unacquainted.  Bvk 

few  comparatively  insignificant  tribes  in  Afrioa,  the  implacable  hatred  which  th^  manifest  t&- 

and  similar  dispositions  are  manifested,  and  si-  wards  even  the  neighbouring  tribes,  with  whiai 

milar  attitudes  assumed,  by  almost  all  the  tribes  they  are  acquainted,  and  of  whidi  I  have  alrendy 
which  inhabit  that  vast  continent.    Their  time, 

,  ,  •  Pallas*  "TtavelsthronghtlieSoathrmr 

'  nnpuls' "  Mission  to  Asbaataa.  In  isss  "  ofths  Russian  Empire."  Vol  D.  j^p.  Ml  401. 
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■tated  several  ioilancca,  ahows,  that  war,  re*  lectore.    After  he  hai  eluded  Um  puraait  of  the 

venge,  and  the  preparation  of  the  insirunientB  o(  lion  or  the  wolf,  or  after  he  has  eecaped,  with 

ieath,  are  both  their  employment,  and  th*^ ir  de-  diificolty,  from  the  jaws  of  the  devouring  deep,  he 

.ight.    Yea,  not  only  savage  and  haif-civilized  is  frequendy  exposed  to  the  fury  of  demons  in 

cribes,  but  almost  every  civilised  nation  on  the  human  shape,  who  insult  over  his  misfortunes, 

fiu»  of  the  earth,  is  found  in  a  hostile  attitude  instead  of  relieving  the  wants  of  his  body,  and 

with  respect  to  surrounding  nations— either  actu*  soothing  the  anguiali  of  his  mind.    The  following 

ally  engaged  in  a  deadly  warfare  with  a  foreign  relations,  among  a  numerous  series  which  might 

lower,  or  preparing  for  an  attack,  or  keeping  up  be  presented  to  the  view  of  the  reader,  will  tend 

fleets  and  standing  armies,  and  forging  cannons,  to  illustrate  these  remarks, 

and  balls,  and  swards,  in  the  prospect  of  a  rup-  My  first  example  shall  be  taken  from  the 

ture  with  neighbouring  states.    And  in  sudi  "  Narrative  of  the  Loss  of  the  Grosvenor  India- 

deadly  preparations  and  employments,  a  great  man."    This  vessel  sailed  from  Trinoomalee, 

proportion  of  those  treasures  is  expended,  wnich^  June  19(h,  178S,  on  her  homeward-botmd  voyage, 

if  directed  by  the  hand  of  benevolence,  would  be  and  was  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  CafiVaria,  on 

the  means  o£  transforming  the  wilderness  into  a  the  4th  of  August  following.     It  is  needless  to 

fruitfol  field,  of  distributing  imelligence  and  moral  dwell  on  the  circumstances  mhkh  attended  the 

principle  among  all  ranlu,  and  of  making  the  shipwreck,  and  on  the  consternation,  distract  ion, 

hearts  of  the  poor,  the  widow,  and  the  orphan,  and  despair,  which  seized  upon  the  passengers 

"  to  leap  for  joy."  What  a  pitiful  picture  is  here  and  the  crew,  when  they  became  alive  toall  the  ter- 

presented  of  Man,  who  was  originally  formed  rors  of  the  scene.  Shipwreck,  even  in  its  miUest 

after  the  image  of  his  Maker,  for  the  purpose  form,  is  a  calamity  which  never  fails  to  fill  the 

of  displaying  benevolent  affections  towards  his  mind  with  horror ;  but  what  ia"  instant  death, 

fellows,— now  divided  into  host'le  tribes,  and  considered  as  a  temporary  evil,  compared  with 

brandishing,  with  infomal  fury,  at  all  around,  the  the  situation  of  those  who  had  hunger,  and  thirst, 

instruments  of  destruction !  How  art  thou  follen,  and  nakedness,  to  contend  with ;  who  only  escap- 

0  man,  from  thy  original  station  of  dignity  and  ed  the  fury  of  the  wstos,  to  enter  into  conflicts 

honour!  "  How  is  the  gold  become  dim,  and  the  with  the  savages  of  the  forest,  or  the  still  greater 

most  fine  gold  changed !     The  crown  is  fallen  savages  of  the  human  race ;  who  were  cot  off 

from  our  heads ;  wo  onto  tis,  for  we  have  sin-  from  all  civilized  society,  and  felt  the  prolonga- 

ned  !**  tion  of  life  to  be  only  the  lengthened  pains  of 

urHUM JLinrr  o»  wciviliscd  tribbs to  \l     ,    .       .^                         ...   * 

nrORVumAn  TRAV.LLsas.  ^^^  losing  alwut  twenty  men,  »  their  first 

attempts  to  land,  the  remaming  part  of  the  crew 

In  passing  diroagh  the  scene  of  his  earthly  pil-  and  the  passengers,  in  number  about  a  hundred, 

frimage,  Man  is  exposed  to  a  variety  ofdistresses  after  encountering  many  difficulties  and  dangers, 

and  dangers.    Sometimes  he  is  exposed  to  *«  the  reached  the  shore.    Next  morning  a  thousanJ 

pestilence  that  walketb  in  darkness,**  and  to  the  uneasy  sensations  wei«  produc^tl,  from  the  nflp 

•ever "  that  wasteth  at  noon-day."    Sometimes  tives    having   come  down    to  the  shore,  and, 

he  is  exposed  to  the  desolations  of  the  earthquake  without  ceremony,  carried  off  whatever  suited 

and  the  volcano ;  the  blasU  of  the  tempest,  the  their  fency.    They  were  at  this  time  about  447 

hurricane,  and  the  tornado,  and  the  billows  of  leagues  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  ttfl 

the  stormy  ocean;  and,  at  other  times,  he  is  ex-  bryond  the  limits  of  any  Christian  habiution. 

posed  to  the  attacks  of  the  lion,  the  tiger,  and  the  .Their  only  resource  appeared  to  bo,  to  direct 

hyena,  in  the  dark  recesses  of  the  forest.    It  their  course  by  land  to  the  Cape,  or  to  the  nearest 

would  be  well,  however,  with  man,  were  these  Dutch  settlement.    As  they  moved  forward,  they 

the  only  evils  and  enemies  which  he  had  to  en-  were  followed  by  some  of  the  natives,  who,  io- 

eounter.    But  the  greatest  enemy  which  man  has  stead  of  showing  compassion  to  this  wretched 

to  encounter,  is  Man  himsel^hose  who  are  group,  plundered  them  fiwn   time  to  time,  of 

partakers  of  the  same  nature,  and  destined  to  the  what  they  liked,  and  sometimes  pelted  them  with 

same    immortal    existence ;    and   from    these  stones.    In  this  way  they  pursued  their  journey 

kindred  beings,  he  is  exposed  to  evils  and  dis-  for  four  or  five  days ;  during  which  the  naftvee 

tresses,  incomparably  greater  and  more  numerous,  constantly  surrounded  them  in  the  day,  taking 

than  all  the  evils  which  he  suffers  from  the  rave^  from  them  whatever  they  pleased,  but  mvariably 

nous  beasts  of  the  forest,  or  from  the  fury  of  the  retired  in  the  night.    As  they  proceeded,  they 

raging  elements.    It  is  a  most  melancholy  re-  saw  many  villages,  whSeh  they  car^fullv  avoided, 

Section,  that,  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  that  they  might  be  less  exposed  to  the  'insults  of 

habitable  world,  no  traveller  can  prosecute  hit  the  natives.    At  last,  they  came  to  a  deep  eully, 

'ourney,  without  being  b  hacard  either  of  being  where  three  of  the  Caffires  met  them,  armed  with 

dragged  into  captivity,  or  insulted  and  maltreated,  lances,  which  they  lield  several  times  to  the  cap- 

or  plundered  of  his  treasure*,  or  deprived  of  his  tain's  throat.     Next  day,  on  coming  to  a  large 

Je,  by  those  who  ought  lobe  liit  friends  and  pro-  village,  theyfooad  these  three  men,  with  tfare* 
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•r  (mir  hundred  oT  Uieir  ooontrymen,  all  unrad  had  been  buried  in  the  gand  of  the  Uaft 

with  lances  and  targets,  who  stopped  the  English,  they  had  passed,  and  that  the  aDrriirorB  were  rc^ 

tad  began  to  pUfer  and  insult  them,  and  al  last  duced  to  such  extremitj,  that,  af>er  he  had  been 

full  upon  them  and  beat  them.     With  these  in-  interred,  they  sent  back  two  of  their  oompanioM 

}jjman  wretches  they  had  to  engage  in  a  kmd  of  to  cut  off  part  of  his  flesh;  but  while  they  pro- 

•"unning  fight  far  upwards  of  two  hours ;  aAer  ceeded  in  this  horrid  busineas,  they  had  the  good 

wluoh,  ih^ent  the  buttons  from  their  coats,  and  fbrtune  to  discorer  a  young  seal,  newly  drivmi 

nresented  them  to  the  natives,  on   which,  they  on  shore,  which  proved  a  most  aeasonahle  r»> 

went  away  and  returned  no  more.    The  follow-  lieC" 

ing  night  diey  were  terrified  with  the  noise  of  Imagination  cannot  form  a  acene  of  deeper 
the  wild  beasts,  and  kept  constant  watch  for  fear  distress  thin  what  the  tender  sex,  ami  the  liitb 
both  of  them  and  the  natives.  How  dreadful  a  children  must,  in  such  a  case,  have  expeheaoed. 
situation,  especially  for  those  delicate  ladies  and  It  harrows  up  the  very  soul  to  think  what  pangs 
chiMren,  who  had  so  lately  been  accustomed  to  all  those  delicate  females  who  had  so  lately  been  in- 
Che  delicacies  of  the  East!  Next  day,  as  they  ured  to  all  the  pleasures  and  lozuries  of  India, 
were  advancing,  a  party  of  natives  came  down  must  have  endured,  when  they  were  fiiin  lo  a^ 
upon  them,  and  plundered  them,  among  other  pease  their  craving  appetites  on  the  putrid  cai^ 
things,  of  their  tinder-box,  flint  and  steel,  which  caas  of  a  whale, 'uid  were  obliged  to  repose  on 
proved  an  irreparable  loss.  Ersry  man  was  now  the  bare  ground,  amidst  the  bowlings  of  the  tern- 
obliged  to  travel,  by  turns,  with  a  fire-brand  in  pest,  and  the  more  dismal  yells  of  the  beasu  etf 
his  hand ;  and  before  the  natives  retired,  they  prey.  But,  amidst  this  heart-rending  scene, 
showed  more  insolence  than  ever,  robbing  the  their  felbw-roen,  who  ought  to  hare  been  their 
gentlemen  of  their  watches,  and  the  ladies  of  soothers  and  protectors,  luid  who  had  it  in  their 
their  jewels,  which  they  had  secreted  in  their  power  to  have  alleviated  their  distreaoea,  wen 
hair.  Opposition  was  vain ;  the  attempt  only  the  greatest  enemies  they  had  to  encounter  ^  and 
brought  fresh  insults  or  blows.  their  appearance  filled  their  minds  with  greater 
This  group  of  wretched  wanderers  now  sepa-  alarm  than  if  they  had  beheld  a  roaring  lion,  or  a 
rated  into  difierent  parties,  and  took  different  raging  bear.  The  following  are  aoaoe  speci- 
dirsctions ;  their  provisions  were  nearly  exhaust-  mens  of  the  perfidy  and  inhumanity  of  the  na- 
ed ;  and  the  delay  occasioned  by  travelling  with  the  tives.  In  passing  through  a  village,  one  of  the 
women  and  children  was  very  great.  Theii  dif-  company  observing,  "  that  a  traffic  wouU  not 
ficuUies  increased,  as  they  proceeded  on  their  be  unacceptable,  oflfered  them  the  inside  of  his 
journey ;  they  had  numerous  rivers,  sometimes  watch  for  a  calf;  but  though  they  assented  lo  the 
nearly  two  miles  in  breadth,  to  swim  across  in  terms,  no  sooner  had  they  obtained  the  price, 
the  course  of  their  route,  while  the  women  and  than  they  withheld  the  calf,  and  drovn  the  Eag- 
children  were  conveyed  across  on  floating  sta-  lish  from  their  village.**  In  the  sane  mannet 
ges,  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  their  lives,  and  of  were  they  used  on  many  other  occasions.  One 
being  carried  down  by  the  impetuous  current  inio  time,  when  resting  at  a  village,  where  the  natives 
the  sea.  Whole  days  were  spent  in  tracing  the  offered  no  particular  reeistance,  '*  they  produced 
rivers  towards  their  source,  in  order  to  obtain  a  two  bowls  of  milk,  which  they  seemed  willing  to 
ford.  They  traversed  vast  plains  of  sand,  and  barter,  but  as  our  wretched  oountrymon  had  no- 
bleak  and  barren  deserts,  where  nothing  could  be  thing  to  give  in  exchange,  they  denied  them  this 
found  to  alleviate  their  hunger,  nor  the  least  drop  humble  boon  without  an  equivalent,  and  ate  it 
of  water  to  queadi  their  raging  thirst.  They  up  themselves.**  At  the  same  place,  they  in»- 
passed  through  deep  forests,  where  human  feet  plored  in  the  most  impressive  terms,  to  paitaka 
had  never  trod,  where  nothing  was  heard  but  the  with  the  natives  of  the  tpoib  of  a  deer,  whidi 
dreadful  bowlings  of  wild  beasts,  which  filled  they  had  just  killed,  but  they  tamed  a  deaf  ear 
them  with  alarm  and  despair.  Wild  sorrel,  to  their  solicitations,  and  insisted,  moreover,  on 
berries  which  the  birds  had  picked  at,  and  a  fow  their  quilting  the  kraal.  On  another  occasion, 
shell-fish  which  they  occasionally  picked  up  on  **  on  coming  to  a.large  Tillage,  the  inhabitants 
the  shore,  were  the  only  food  which  they  had  to  set  upon  them  with  such  fiiry,  that  sereml 
subsist  on  for  several  days ;  and  on  some  occa-  were  severely  wounded,  and  one  of  thorn  died 
sions  the  dead  body  of  a  seal,  or  the  putrid  car-  noon  after." 

cass  of  a  whale,  was  hailed  as  a  delicious  treat  to        In  this  maimer,  did  the  wretched  revMino  of 

their  craving  appetites.    One  person  foil  after  these  hapless  waiiderers  traverse  the  wilds  of 

mother  into  the  arms  of  death,  through  hunger,  Africa,  during  the  spae^  of  one  hundred  and 

fatigue,  and  despair,  and  were  sometimes  obliged  seventeen  days,  till  they  aocideMtally  nrnt  with 

to  be  left  in  the  agonies  of  dissolution,  as  a  prey  some  Dutch  settlers,  when  within  4(M>  milsn  oi 

to  ravenous  beasts,  or  to  the  fowls  of  heaven,  the  Gape.     Here  they  were  treated  with  Iha 

The  following  eh«ximstanee  shows  the  dreadful  kindest  attention,  and  their  wants  rdieved.    Bnt, 

situation  to  which  they  were  reduced  for  want  of  by  this  time,  only  IS  or  tO  eroaeialod  beingt 

^>od,    "  It  i^tpeared  that  the  captain's  steward  vived,  out  of  mora  than  ISO  porMan  vho 
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kotrd  the  Grosvcoor.    Whal  became  of  the  cap-  They  tported  with  ny  ■uflTeringa ;  and  that  tbeif 

tain  an  i  his  party  b  atill  unknown.    Some  are  enjoyments  might  be  itill  higher^  they  spurred  on 

supposed  to  have  perished  from  hunger,  some  their  camels.**    After  travelUng  for  siiteen  days, 

through  grief  and  &tigiie,  and  others  to  have  during  which  they  were  eipoeed  to  the  greatest 

CMK-'n  killed  by  the  inhospitable  natives.— Now,  fatigue,  and  the  roost  dreadful  miseries,  they  at 

all  the  accumulated  miseries  endured   by  these  length  reached  the  place  of  their  destination,  in 

unfortunate  travellers,  and  the  premature  death  a  most  wretched  and  exhausted  condition.    And 

of  nearly  a  hundred  persons,  are  to  be  aitribut-  what  was  the  manner  of  their  reception  ?    The 

ed  to  that  spirit  o^  selfishness,  inhumanity,  and  women  having  satisfied  their  curiosity  in  inqui- 

hostility,  which,  in  aH  ag^s,  has  prevented  en*  riea  about  the  strangers,  immediately  began  to 

joyment,  and  entailed  misery  on  the  human  race,  load  them  with  abuse.    **  They  even  spat  in  our 

Had  a  principle  of  love  to  mankind  pervaded  the  &ces,"  says  M.  B.  **  and  pelted  us  with  stones, 

hearts  of  the  wretched  Cafires,  or  had  even  the  The  children,  too,  copying  their  example,  pinch- 

oommon  feelings  of  humanity  been  exercised  to-  ed  us,  pulled  ourliair,  and  scratched  us  with  their 

wards  their  felbw-creaturea  m  distress,  the  whole  nails,  whilst  their  cruel  mothers  ordered  them  to 

of  the  unfortunate  individuals  that  perished  in  aitack  sometimes  one  and  sometimes  another, 

Africa*B  inhospitable  clime,  might  have  been  eon-  and  took  pleasure  in  causing  them  to  torment 

ducted  in  safety  to  their  fncnds  and  their  native  us." 
land.  They  were  compelled  to  work  at  the  most  fa- 

My  next  example  is  taken  firom  M.  De  Bri»-  tiguing  and  menial   employments,  and  beaten 

son's  '*  Narrative  of  his  shipwreck,  and  captivity  with  severity  when  they  did  not  exert  themselvee 

among  the  Moors.'*  far  beyond  their  strength,  while  they  were  denied 

M.  Brissoo  was  shipwrecked  on  the  coast  of  a  single  morsel  of  wholesome  food.  "  As  we 
Barbary,  on  the  10th  July,  1785,  and,  after  were  Christians,'*  says  the  narrator,  "  the  dogs 
much  difficulty  and  danger,  he,  along  .with  the  fared  better  than  we,  and  it  was  in  the  basins 
<rew,  escaped  safe  to  land.  No  sooner  had  they  destined  for  their  use  that  we  received  our  allow-  • 
reached  this  shore,  than  they  were  surrounded  by  ance :  our  food  was  raw  snails,  and  herbs  and 
a  crowd  of  savages,  and  seized  by  the  collars,  plants  trodden  underfoot  by  the  multitude. "  In 
<  The  Arabs,*'  says  M.  Brtsson,  *'  armed  with  this  manner  did  these  unfortunate  travellers  drag 
cutlasses  and  large  clubs,  fell  upon  my  compa-  out  the  period  of  their  captivity ;  some  died  dt 
nions  with  incredible  ferocity;  and  I  had  the  the  blows  and  harsh  treatment  ^ey  received,  and 
mortification  of  soon  seeing  some  of  them  wound-  others  died  of  hunger  and  despair.  M.  Brissoo 
ed,  whilst  others,  stripped  and  naked,  lay  stretch-  one  day  found  the  captain  of  the  vessel  in  % 
ed  out  and  expiring  on  the  sand.  The  news  of  neighbouring  hamlet,  stretched  out  lifeless  upon 
our  shipwreck  being  spread  abroad  through  the  the  sand,  ai^  scarcely  distinguishable  but  by  the 
country,  we  saw  the  savages,  running  with  the  colour  of  his  body.  In  his  mouth  he  heU  one  of 
greatest  eagerness  fhsm  all  quarters.  The  too-  his  hands,  which  his  great  weakness  had  no 
men,  enraged  that  they  could  not  pillage  the  doubt  prevented  him  ftom  devouring.  He  was  so 
ship,  threw  themselves  upon  ns,  and  tore  from  changed  by  hunger,  that  his  body  exhibited  the 
us  the  few  articles  of  dress  which  we  had  left,  most  disgustbg  appearance ;  lUI  bis  featoret 
While  they  went  to  the  shore  to  obtain  more  being  abeolutely  eflSMed.  A  few  days  after,  the 
plunder,  a  company  of  Ouadelima  discovered  and  second  captain,  having  fallen  down  through 
pillaged  our  retreat,  and  beat  us  in  the  roost  im-  weakness  below  an  aid  gum  tree,  became  a  prey 
merciful  manner,  till  I  was  almost  at  the  last  to  the  attacks  of  a  monstrous  serpent.  Some^ 
gasp.  My  mind  was  so  much  affected  that  I  famished  crows,  by  their  cries,  frightened  away 
could  not  refrain  from  tears :  and  some  of  the  the  venomous  animal,  and,  alighting  on  the  body 
women  having  observed  it,  instead  of  being  of  the  dying  man,  were  tearing  bin  to  pieces, 
moved  with  compassion,  threw  tand  in  my  syes,  while  four  savage  monsters,  in  human  shape, 
*  to  dry  up  my  tears,'  as  they  expressed  it."  M.  still  more  cruel  than  the  furious  reptiloi  heheU 
Brisron  Was  forced,  by  these  rude  barbarians,  this  scene  without  offering  him  the  least  assist- 
uto  the  interior  of  the  country,  as  a  captive,  ance.  **  I  attempted  to  run  towards  him,"  says 
'*  After  passing,"  says  he, "  mountains  of  a  pro-  M.  Brisson,  '*  and  to  save  his  life,  if  possible, 
digious  height,  which  were  covered  with  small  but  the  barbarians  stopped  roe,  and  after  insult- 
sharp  flints,  I  foond  that  the  soles  of  my  feet  ing  me,  said, '  This  Christian  iHli  soon  beoonio 
were  entirely  covered  with  blood.  I  was  per-  a  prey  to  the  flames.' "  The  bad  state  of  health 
mitted  to  get  up  behind  my  master  on  his  camel ;  of  this  unfortunate  man  would  not  permit  him 
but  as  I  was  naked,  I  could  not  secure  myself  to  labour,  and  his  master  and  mistress  would  not 
from  the  friction  of  the  animal*s  hair,  so  that  in  a  allow  him  the  milk  necessary  for  his  subsistence, 
very  little  time  my  skin  was  entirely  ruMied  off.  —Such  were  the  scenes  of  inhumanity  and  cniei- 
My  blood  trickled  down  over  the  animal's  sides,  ty  which  M.  Brisson  witnessed,  during  the 
and  this  sight,  instead  of  moving  thepity  of  these  ^iriiole  period  he  remained  in  the  tsrritoriei  of 
barbarians,  qf^rded  (Asm  a  nSytd  ofdivtrmm,  these  barbaroui  tribee .    They  pratent  to  oiv 
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«iew  90  many  pictures  of  tbominable  ttl/lafmeu  brought  him  generally  about  midni|^    'FUi 

an4  evDO  of  pure  malgvolenee.    And  it  ta  a  most  scanty  atlowanco  was  all  thai  he  and  bis  two  aw 

mrfaochoiy  reSectton,  that  numerous  tribes  of  a  tendants  were  to  expect  during  the  whole  of  tha 

similar  description  are  ^ead  orer  a  very  large  ensuing  day.     "  I  was  a  stranger,*'  says  he, "  I 

portion  of  the  habitable  world.    It  makes  one  feel  was  unprotected,  and  I  was  a  Christian ;  eadi 

degraded  when  ho  reflects  that  he  is  related,  by  of  these  circumstances  is  suflkxent  to  drive  wwcry 

Che  ties  ofa  common  nature,  to  beings  possessing  spark  of  humanity  from  the  heart  of  a  Moor, 

m  character  so  malignant  and  depraved.  Anxious,  however,  to  conciliate  &vour,  and,  if 

I  i^all  select  only  another  example,  illustrative  possible,  to  afford  the  Moors  no  pretence  fix-  ilU 

of  this  topic,  extracted  from  the  travels  of  Mr.  treating  me,  I  readily  complied  with  every  ooai- 

Park.    This  enterprising  travetler  prosecuted  a  mandj  and  patiently  bore  every   insulL    Bat 

jouniey  of  many  hundred  miles  in  the  interior  of  never  did  any  period  of  my  life  pass   away  so 

Africa,  for  the  most  part  on  foot,  and  alone,  heavily.    From  sun^^rise  to  sun-set,  was  I  obIig> 

Sometimes,  his  way  lay  over  a  burning  sandy  ed  to  bear,  with  an  nnrufBed  countenance,  the  io> 

wilderness,  where  he  found  little  to  alleviate  suits  ofthe  rudest  savages  upon  earth."  Having^ 

either  his  hanger  or  his  thirst ;  and  sometimes  he '  at  length,  made  his  escape  from  these  barbarians, 

travelled  among  woods  and  thickets,  and  across  he  declares,  **  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  joy 

rivers  and  marshes,  exposed  to  the  wild  beasts,  tliat  arose  in  my  mind,  when  I  looked  arovuid, 

and  without  any  path  to  gtride  him.     Though  and  concluded  that  I  was  out  of  danger.    I  (eh 

the  negroes  of  that  country  frequently  relieved  like  one  recovered  from  sickness.     I  breathed 

his  wants  and  distresses,  yet  the  Moors  used  him  freer ;  I   found  unusual  li^tnets  in  my  limbs ; 

with  great  cruelty  and  inhumanity,  so  that  he  even  the  desert  looked  pleasant ;  and  I  dreaded 

hardly  escaped  with  life.    The  chiefs  through  nothing  so  much  as  falling  in  with  some  wanderiaf 

whose  territories  he  passed,  generally  exacted  a  parties  of  the  Moors,  who  miglU  convey  me  badk 

tribute  from  him,  so  long  as  he  had  any  thing  to  to    the   land   of  thieves  and  murderers  &om 

*  give,  and,  under  that  plea,  they  oflen  robbed  him  which  I  had  just  escaped.**— Alas  !  what  a  load 

of  all  the  articles  which  he  had  it  not  in  his  pow-  of  sorrow  and  of  misery  have  the  selfikbneas  and 

or  to  conceal.    When  he  passed   through  the  inhumanity  of  man  accunmlated  upon  the  heads 

town  of  Deena,  the  Moors  insulted  him  in  every  of  forlorn  and  unfortunate  sufferers !  While  oar 

form  which  malignity  could  invent.     A  crowd  of  disconsolate   traveller,  after  his   escape,  was 

them  surrounded  the  hut  in  which  he  lodged,  and,  wandering  in  an  unknown  desert,  &inting  with 

bosides  hisshig  and  shouting,  uttered  much  abu-  hunget,  and    parched  with  thirst,   surrounded 

sivelangii^.  Their  aim  seemed  tobe  to  provoke  with  pitchy  darkness,  which  was  oolyr  relieved 

Park  to  make  retaliation,  that  they  might  have  by  tiie  flashes  of  the  lightnings;  where  no  sounds 

some  pretence  to  proceed  to  greater  outrages,  and  were  heard  but  the  bowlings  c^wild  beasts,  aad 

to  rob  him  of  his  property.  Suspecting  their  in-  the  rolling  thunders  i-^"  About  two  in  tiie  nmra* 

tentions  he  bore  all  with  the  greatest  patience,  >ng,**  says  lie,  "my  horse  started  at  sometbi^gi 

and,  though  they  even  spit  in  his  fkce,  he  showed  and,  looking  round,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to 

no  marks  of  resentment.    Disappointed  in  their  see  a  light,  at  a  rirart  distance  among  the  trees, 

aim,  they  had  recourse  to  an  argument  common  and  supposing  it  to  be  a  town,  I  gro^^  along 

among  Mahometans,  to  convince  themselves  the  sand,  in  hopes  of  finding  com  stalks,  cotton, 

that  they  had  a  right  to  whatever  the  stranger  or  other   appearances  of  cultivation,  but  iband 

mi^thave  in  his  possession.    He  was  a  ChnM"  none.    As  I  approached,  I  perceived  a  Domber 

lion.    They  opened  his  bundles,  and  took  what-  of  lights  in  other  places,  and,  leading  my  horse 

ever  they  thought  might  be  of  use,  and  whatever  cautiously  towards  the  light,  I  heard,  by  the  low- 

^lited  their  fancy.  ing  of  the  cattle,  and  the  clamorous  tongoes  of  the 

Having  been  kept  for  some  time  in  captivity  herdsmen,  that  it   was  a    watering  place,  and 

by  a  Moorbh  tribe,  they  not  only  robbed  him  of  most  likely  belonged  to  the  Moors.  I>eli|^ifa1  as 

the  few  articles  which  were  still  in  his  possession,  the  sound  of  the  human  voice  was  to  me,  I  naoh^ 

but  insulted  and  oppressed  him  with  the  most  ed  once  more  to  strike  into  the  woods,  and  ra* 

wanton  cruelty.    The  day  was  passed  in  hunger  ther  ran  the  risk  of  perishing  with  banger,  than 

and  thirst ;  to  hunger  and  thirst  were  added  the  trust  myself  again  into  their  hands.**^lt  is  a 

malignant  insults  (/the  Moors,  of  whom  many  most  affecting  consideration,  and  riiows  to  wbax 

visited  him,  whose  only  business  seemed  to  be  to  a  degree  of  malignity  human  beings  have  arri^ 

torment  him.    He  always  saw  the  approach  of  ed,  when  a  hungry,  houseless,  and  beni^tea 

the  evening  with  pleasure ;  it  terminated  another  traveller  prefers  to  flee  &r  protection  to  the 

day  of  his  miserable  existence,  and  removed  frwn  haontt  of  the  beasts  of  prey,  rather  than  commii 

him  his  troublesome  visitants.    A  scanty  allow-  himself  to  die  tender  mercies  of  thoae  who  ara 

■nee  of  koudcaus,*  and  of  salt  and  water,  was  partakers  of  the  same  oommon  nature,  and 

have  it  in  their  power  to  alleviate  h»  " 


•  A  species  of  fbod  womtwhH  resembUng  ScMch        ^^'  P**'  7,***"  "J^*  *•.'?**■'!?■  ^^ 
mrridge.  to  pass  many  days,  almost  without  drink,  — *^ 
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a  Wirntng  dtmate,  where,  to  a  European,  the  adrerted,  when  properly  oonaidered,  are  ealeu- 

beat  is  almoet  inaiiSerable.    His  raging  thirst  lated  to  inspire  us  with  fiootentment,  and  to  ax* 

induced  him  tv  run  OTery  risk,  and  to  burst  ciie  to  gralitude  for  the  common  biessings  wfaidi 

through  erery  restraint.    He  sent  his  boy  to  the  we  enjoy  without  the  least  fear  of  danger  or  aiH 

wells  to  fill  the  skin  which  he  had  for  hokling  noyance.    How  often  do  we  enjoy  the  refresh* 

water ;  but  the  Moors  were  exasperated  that  a  ment  of  a  delicious  beverage,  without  thinking 

Christian  should  presume  to  fill  his  vessel  at  of  the  parched  tongues  of  the  African  pilgrims; 

wells  consecrated  to  the  use  of  the  followers  of  and  how  often  do  we  spurn  at  a  wholesome  dishf 

Mahomet.    Instead,  theieibre,  of  permitting  the  ^hich  would  be  hailed  with  transports  of  gratis 

boy  to  carry  away  water,  they  gave  him  many  tude  by  the  houseless  and  hungry  wanderer  ol 

asTore  blovrs ;  and  this  mode  of  treatment  was  the  desert !    Yea,  how  many  are  there,  even  in 

repeated  as  often  as  an  attempt  was  made.— On  our  civilised  country,  who  enjoy,  in  luxurious 

another  occasion,  when  awaking  from  a  dream,  abundance,  all  the  blessings  whidi  .nature  and 

tn  which,  during  his  broken  slumbers,  his  fancy  art  can  fumbb,  who  never  once  aduaowledge, 

bad  transported  him  to  his  native  country,  and  with  heartfelt  gmtitude,  the  goodness  of  Him 

placed  him  on  the  verdant  brink  of  a  transparent  '*  who  daily  loads  ihom  with  his  benefiu,'*  nor 

rivulet,  and  peroeiving  that  his  raging  thirst  had  reflect  on  the  wants  and  the  suflTeriogs  of  their 

exposed  him  to  a  kind  of  fever,  he  resolved  to  fellow-men !     Mr.  Park,  when  oppremed  with 

expose  himself  to  the  insults  of  the  Mi^prs  at  the  hunger  and  fatigue,  applied,  at  the  chief  magis* 

wells,  in  hopes  that  he  might  procure  a  small  lrate*s  house,  in  a  village  named  Shrilla,  for  some 

supply.    When  he  arrived  at  them  he  found  the  relief,  but  was  denied  admittance.    He  passed 

Aaoors  drawing  water.     He  desired  pennission  slowly  through  the  villsge  till  he  came  without 

to  drink,  but  was  driven  from  well  to  well  with  the  walls,  where  he  saw  an  dd  motherly-looking 

reiterated  outrage.    At  length  he  found  one  well  woman  at  the  door  of  a  mean  hut.    She  set  be« 

where  only  an  old  man  and  two  boys  drew  for  fore  him  a  dish  of  boiled  com,  that  had  been  loft 

their  cattle.    He  earnestly  begged  a  small  quan-  the  preceding  night,  on  which  he  made  a  tolera« 

tity.    The  old  man  draw  the  bucket  from  tho  ble  meal.    "  Overcome  with  joy,''  says  Park, 

wsU,  and  held  it  out.    Park  was  about  eagerly  "  at  so  unexpected  a  deliverance,  I  lifted  up  my 

to  seixe  it,  when  the  Moor,  recoUeeting  that  the  eyes  to  heaven,  and,  while  my  heartswelled  with 

stranger  was  a  Christian,  instantly  threw  the  gratitude,  I  returned  thanks  to  that  gracious  «mI 

water  into  the  trough,  where  the  cows  were  bountifiil  Being,  whose  power  had  supported  ma 

already  drinking,  and  told  Park  to  drink  therice.  under  so  many  dangers,  and  had  now  spread  for 

He  hesitated  not  for  a  moment.    His  suflTorings  nw  a  table  in  the  wilderness." 

made  even  this  oflTer  acceptable.    He  thrust  his  When  Mr*  Park  was  retMming  from  the  ia* 

bead  between  those  of  two  cows,  and,  with  feel-  terior  of  Africa,  he  was  eneountered  by  a  party 

ings  of  pleasure  which  can  be  experienced  only  of  armed  negroes,  who  led  him  into  a  dark  plaoe 

by  those  who  have  been  reduced  to  a  similar  of  the  forest  throng  which  he  was  passing,  and 

•tiUe  of  wretchedness,  he  continued  to  quench  stripped  him  entirely  naked,  taking  from  him 

his  thirst  till  the  water  was  exhausted,  and  "till  every  thing  which  he  possessed,  except  an  old 

the  covrs  began  to  contend  with  each  other  for  shirt  and  a  pair  of  trowsers.    He  begged  them  to 

the  last  motttoful."  return  his  pocket  compass ;  bnt,  instead  of  oon»* 

In  this  instance,  we  can  partlv  account  for  the  plying  with  his  request,  one  of  them  assured 
barbarity  of  the  action,  firomthe  uveterale  preju*  him,  that,  if  he  attempted  to  touch  that,  or  any 
dices  which  all  Mahometans  entertain  against  other  artkde,  he  would  immediately  shoot  him 
Christians ;  but  it  stiU  remains  to  be  accounted  dead  on  the  spot.  He  was  thus  left  in  the  midst 
for,  why  any  one  should  refuse  to  a  suffering  fel-  of  a  vast  wilderness,  in  the  depth  of  the  rainy 
low-creature  the  common  bounties  of  Providence,  season,  naked  and  alone,  without  food,  and  witb- 
which  he  has  in  his  power  to  bestow,  however  out  the  means  of  procuring  it ;  surrounded  by 
different  he  may  be  in  complexion,  in  national  savage  animals»  and  by  men  still  more  savage, 
character,  or  in  the  religion  he  professes.  A  and  600  miles  from  the  nearest  European  settle- 
religion  which  encourages  such  prejudices,  and  ment.  **  AH  Uiese  circumstances,"  says  this 
which  leads  to  such  inhumanity,  must  be  an  intrepid  traveller,  **  crowded  at  once  on  my  recoU 
abomination  in  the  sight  of  Him  who  has  a  spe-  lection,  and,  I  confess,  my  spirits  began  to  fail 
cial  regard  to  the  wants  of  alt  his  creatures,  and  me.  I  considered  that  I  had  no  other  alternative, 
who  "  sendeth  rain  to  rsfrssh  the  fields  of  the  but  to  lie  down  and  die.  The  influence  of  reli« 
jost  and  of  the  w^fiiK."  The  prevalence  of  such  gion,  however,  aided  and  supported  roe.  At 
characters  and  dispositions  over  so  large  a  por-  tbia  moment,  painful  as  my  reflections  were,  the 
tion  of  the  worU,  shows  that  the  nnral  consiitu-  oxtraordinary  beauty  of  a  small  moss  irresistibly 
tioo  of  man  has  suffered  a  sad  derangement  since  caught  my  eye.  Can  that  Being,  thought  I, 
the  period  when  ha  proceeded  as  a  pure  inteUi-  who  planted,  watered,  and  brought  to  perfection, 
fence  from  the  hands  of  his  Creator.  in  this  obscure  part  of  the  world,  a  thing  whiah 

0«ch  incidents  as  tliosa  to  which  I  have  now  appears  of  so  small  importancs,  look  witb  M» 

30  » 
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oooeom  oo  the  mtoitioD  and  suflreringi  of  crw-  childrea,  by  lacing  their  beada   baiwee»  twf 

ttiTM  feroiad  aftorhb  own  image  7    Sarelj  not.  boards ;  that  ocbera  pieroa  the  noatrile,  I^m^  m 

EUflactiona  like  iheae  wouU  not  allow  me  to  de-  cheeks,  and  place  in  them  feathers,  the  boaes  d 

KptM.    I  started  ap,  and,  disregarding  both  hun-  fishes,  and  similar  ornaments  )— and  that  tfaa 

ger  and  fetigue,  travelled  forwards,  assured  that  savages  of  Brazil  pull  the  hair  oMt  of  their  beardsy 

•elief  was  at  hsind,  and  I  was  not  disappointed."  their  eye-browa,  and  all  parts  of  their  bodiea. 

Thus  was  thb  vnfortunate  adventurer  delivered,  which  make  them  have  an  uneoaunon,  and  a  fe- 

by  the  care  of  Providence,  from  those  aocumo-  rodous  i^ipearance.    Their  under-lip  they  pierecy 

l^ed  distresses  which  had  been  brought  upon  and,  as  an  ornament,  insert  into  it  a  green  sloaa, 

him  by  the  malignity  and  inhumanity  of  man.  or  a  small  polished  bone.     Immediately  after 

Sudi  are  a  few  specimens  of  the  inhumanity  birth  the  mothers  flatten  the  noses  of  their  child- 

di^layed  by  uncivilised  tribes  towards  strangers,  ren.    The  whole  of  them  go  abeolutely  naked, 

and  unfiytunate  voyagers  and  travellers.    They  and  paint  their  bodies  of  different   colours.— 

exhibit  dispositions  and  conduct  directly  repug*  Capttiin  Cook  infiorms  ns,  that,  in  New  Zealand, 

nant  to  every  principle  of  benevolence,  and  pr^  both  sexes  mark  their  feces  and  bodies  wiih 

sent  to  our  view  a  gloomy  prospect  of  the  diffi-  black  stains,  similar  to  the  tattooing  in  Otaheiteb 

cultiea  and  dangers  to  be  surmounted  by  philan-  The  men,  particalarly,  add  new  aiains   every 

thropic  missionaries,  beim-e  the  habitable  world  year,  ao  thafc»  in  an  advanced  period  of  life,  ^ey 

can  be  thoroughly  expkwed,  and  befiire  the  bleaa>  are  ahno|t  covered  feom  head  to  feou    Besides 

ings  of  knowMge,  civilization,  and  religion  can  this,  they  have  marks  impreased,  by  a  meihod 

be  communicated  to  the  benighted  aad  d^raved  onknown  to  us,  of  a  very  extraordinary  kiodL 

tribea  of  maidrind.  They  are  forrows  of  about  a  line  deep,  and  a 

M AUTOUBT   OMPOOTIOm,  At   SimATIO  ^  ^'^^^^  'TIT  TH  ^  '*^' 

Di  i»(noo>i>«  rat  buwa.  iodt.  '^''^JT 'T!  T.^'^'^J^  '  'S^ 

growth.    The  edgea  of  iheae  rarrowa  are  after- 

The  human  fimma,  when  preaerved  in  its  ori-  wards  indented  by  the  same  meihod,  and,  being 
gioal  state,  is  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  mechan-  perfectly  black,  they  make  a  most  fiigbihd  ap* 
ism  whidi  the  mind  can  oontem|4ate.  In  pearance.  Both  sexes  bore  their  eara:  ihey 
beauty,  in  symmetry,  in  the  harmony  and  pro-  gradually  stretch  the  holes  till  ibey  are  ao  large  as 
poitioo  of  all  its  pans  and  functions,  it  is  si»-  to  admit  a  finger.  Into  tiieae  holes  they  pot 
perior  to  the  organical  atmetmes  of  all  the  other  feathers,  coloured  cbth,  bones  of  birds,  twigs  of 
tanks  of  sensitive  eziatenoe.  There  is  no  part  wood,  and  frequently  the  nails  which  thc^  reeetv» 
imperfect  or  deformed,  no  part  defective,  and  no  ed  from  the  ships. — ^The  same  voyager^  when 
part  uselem  or  redundant.  AH  its  members  are  describing  the  New  Hollanders,  tdls  us^** 
ao  constructed  and  arranged  as  to  contribute  to  "  Their  diief  ornament  is  aboiw,whkfa  isdutist 
the  beauty  and  perfection  of  the  whole,  and  to  through  a  hde  bored  in  the  cartflage  which  di- 
the  happinem  of  the  intelligent  mind  by  which  it  videa  the  nostrils.  This  bene  is  aa  thidi  aa  a 
is  governed  and  directed.  In  comlunatioo  wiih  man's  finger,  uhd  six  inches  in  length.  I* ' 
the  power  of  thought  and  volition,  and  when  on-  reaches  quite  across  the  fece,  and  ao  eftcmDy 
stained  by  malignant  passions,  it  is  a  visible  re*  stops  up  both  nostrils,  that  they  are  forced  ta 
presentative  of  the  Creator,  having  been  formed  keep  their  mootha  wide  open  for  breath,  and 
after  bis  image ;  and  it  duplays,  in  a  moat  sirik-  anujfie  so  when  they  attempt  to  speak,  tiiat  tlwy 
ing  manner,  the  wisdom  and  the  goodness  <^  its  are  scarcely  intellifOble  to  each  other.  Our  aea* 
Almighty  Maker.  But,  notwithaumding  the  ao-  men  with  some  humour,  called  it  their  tprit  sail 
knowledged  excellence  of  the  human  frame,  it  has  jford ;  and  indeed  it  had  so  ludicrous  an  appear- 
been  the  practice  of  the  degraded  tribes  of  man-  ance,  that,tiUwewereufeedtoit,wefoondit<iiffi- 
kind,  in  almost  every  country,  and  ia  every  age,  colt  to  restrain  fiom  laughter."  He  alaodeacrtbes 
to  d  isfigure  its  structure,  and  to  defece  ita  beauty;  a  custom  of  a  peculiar  nature  which  prevaila  in  dm 
as  if  tlw  Crsator,  when  he  formed  it,  had  been  Friendly  Islands.  "  The  grsaterpart  of  the  in- 
deficient  in  intelligence  and  in  benevolent  design,  habitants,  both  male  and  female,  wore  obaecvcid 
Such  practices,  I  am  disposed  to  think,  imply  a  to  have  lost  one  or  both  of  their  litiJe  fiagera. 
principle  of  nialevolence  directed  towards  the  This  custom  seemed  not  to  be  charadertatie  of 
Creator,  and  a  disposition  to  find  feult  with  his  rank,  of  age,  or  of  sex;  for,  with  the  exception 
wise  oontrivaooes  sad  arrangements.  At  any  of  some  young  chiUren,  vary  few  people  vera 
rate,  they  display  a  degree  of  ignorance  and  fol*  discovered  in  whoai  both  handa  were  parfeet. 
ly,  a  vitiated  taste,  and  a  degradation  of  mind.  They  likewiae  htarB  or  make  incisions  in  tfaair 
inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  a  radonal  inteUi-  cheeks." 

geiioe.    The  following  feets  will,  peihapa,  tend        All  the  eastern  nations  are  said  to  have  a  pre- 

lo  ittustiate  these  remarks : —  dilectioo  for  long  ears.    Soma  draw  tlie  lobe  •» 

Condamine,  fi^ien  deecribuig  the  nativea  of  the  ear,  in  order  to  stretch  it  to  a  greater  Isngil^ 

Ghxith  America,  informa  us,  tknt  the  Omagoss,  and  pierce  tt  so  as  to  allow  the  adrnjanon  ar  «i 

and  SOBS  other  savages,  flattso  the  fecss  of  their  ocdinary  pendant.    TlmmtmntifljmmpmF^ 
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oigiQuti^  widen  the  holes  in  their  eara,  th&t  a  tight  hancbgva,  till  they  unit*  with,  and  are  bi*- 

mao^v  hand  may  be  thrust  through  ihem.    Hence^  ried  in  the  sole.    I  have  inspected  a  modd  at  a 

the  ears  of  these  people  oilen  doaoend  to  the  Chinese  lady's  foot,  exactly  of  this  description, 

tops  of  their  shoulders.*    Gentil  assures  us,  which,  I  was  assured,  was  taken  from  life.    The 

that  the  women,  in  the  northern  parts  of  China,  length  was  only  two  inches  and  three-fourths; 

employ  every  art  in  order  to  diminish  thoir  eyes,  the  breadth  of  the  base  of  the  heel,  seven  eighths 

For  this  pQipooe,  the  girls,  instructed  by  their  of  an  inch  ;  the  breadth  of  the  broadest  part  ol 

mothers,  extend  their  eye-lids  continually,  with  the  foot,  one  and  one  fourth  <^an  inch ;  and  the 

the  view  of  nuking  (heir  eyes  oblong  and  small,  diameter  of  the  ankle,  three  inches  aliove  the 

These  praf>erties,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Chi-  heel,  one  and  seven  eighths  of  an  inch.    With 

nese,  when  joined  to  aflat  nose,  and  large,  opeif,  feet  of  this  description  the  Chinese  ladies  may 

pendukHW  earn,  constitute  the  per^tion  of  beau*  be  said  rather  to  totter  than  to  walk;  and,  by 

ty. — We  are  informed  by  Struys,  that  the  wo-  such  pnuAioes,  they  evidently  frustrate  the  b^ 

men  of  Siam  wear  po  large  and  heavy  pendants  aevolent  iatentimis  cl  the  Creator,  and  put  them- 

in  their  ears,  that  the  lK»les  gradually  become  selves  to  unnecessary  inconvenience  and  pain, 

wide  enough  to  admit  a  man's  thumb.    The  nap  Yet  such  is  the  poweiful  influence  of  &riuon, 

lives  of  New  Holland  pull  out  the  two  fbre-leech  however  absurd  find  ridiculous,  that  women  of 

of  the  upper  jaw.    In  Calicut,  there  w  a  band  the  middling  and  inferior  classes  frequently  suf^ 

of  nobles  called  iVoirs*,  who  lengthen  their  ears  for  their  feet  to  be  thus  maimed  and  distorted, 

to  such  a  degree,  that  they  hang  down  to  their  in  order  to  ape  the  onnatural  enstoms  of  theit 

shoulders,  and  sometimes  eren  lower.f    The  superiors. 

Arabs  paint  their  lips,  arms,  and  the  most  con-  We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
■picttous  parts  of  tlieir  bodies,  with  a  deep  blue  harsh  and  \^j  featmres,  and  the  f<irocious  a^ 
colour.  This  paint,  which  they  lay  on  in  little  pect,  by  which  numeroua  tribes  of  mankind  are 
dots,  and  make  it  penetrate  the  flesh,  by  puno  distinguished,  are  owing  to  such  voluntary  dis- 
luring  the  skin  with  needles,  can  never  be  eSao-  ton  ions  of  thehmnan  frune,  and  to  the  filthy  and 
ed.  Some  of  the  Asiatics  paint  their  eye-brows  abominable  praotioes  in  which  they  indulge, 
of  a  black  colour,  and  others  eradicate  the  hairs  Father  Tertre  assures  tis,  that  the  flat  noses  of 
with  rvsmo,  and  paint  artificial  eye-brows,  in  the  the  negroes  are  occasioned  by  a  general  practice 
form  of  a  black  crescent,  which  gives  them  an  of  mothers,  who  depress  the  noses  of  their  new* 
uncommon  and  ugly  appearance.  The  inhabi*  bom  infiints,  and  sqoeexe  their  lips,  m  order  to 
tants  of  Prince  William's  Sound,  paint  their  thicken  them ;  and  that  those  childrai  who  e^ 
faces  and  hands,  bore  their  ears  and  noses,  and  cape  these  operations  havs  elevated  noses,  thin 
slit  their  under  lips.  In  the  holes  made  in  their  lips,  and  fine  fealures.^It  is  somewhat  unao- 
noses,  they  hang  pieces  of  bone  or  ivory,  which  countable,  and  it  shows  the  perversity  of  the 
are  oHen  two  or  three  inches  long ;  and,  in  the  human  mind,  in  its  present  degraded  state,  that 
slit  of  the  lip,  they  place  a  bone  or  ivory  instru-  luch  practicea  should  be  so  geiwral,  and  so  obsti- 
ment  with  holes  in  it,  fitnn  which  they  suspend  nately  persisted  m,  when  we  consider  the  pain 
beads  that  reach  below  the  diin.  Those  holes  and  inconvenience  with  which  they  are  attended. 
In  the  lip  disfigure  them  greatly,  (br  some  (rf*  them  —To  pull  the  hairs  of  the  chin  or  eye-brows 
are  as  large  as  their  mouths.f  from  the  roots ;  tb  slit  the  under  lip,  till  the  inci- 
Such  distortions  of  the  beautiful  structure  of  the  lion  be  as  large  as  one's  month ;  to  pierce  the 
human  frame,«re  not  peculiar  to  the  savage  tribes  nostrils,  till  a  bone  as  large  as  a  man's  finger 
of  the  human  race,  hut  are  practised  by  nations  can  be  thurst  tlirough  them;  and  to  cover  die 
whidi  have  made  considerable  advances  in  sci-  body  with  black  streaks,  which  make  the  blood 
ence  and  civilixation. .  It  is  well  known  that,  in  to  flow  at  every  stroke  of  the  instrument  by  which 
China,  a  ridiculous  custom  prevails,  of  rendering  they  are  produced,  must  be  attended  with  excru- 
the  feet  of  their  fomales  so  small,  that  they  can  ciating  pain.  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  who  aoconlpa- 
with  dtfliculty  support  their  bodies.  This  is  nied  Captain  Cook  in  his  first  vojage,  was  pre- 
deemed  a  principal  part  of  their  beau^ ;  and  no  tent,  in  the  island  of  Otabeite,  at  the  operation 
swathing  nor  compression  is  omitted,  when  they  of  tattooing,  performed  on  the  back  of  a  girl  o« 
are  young,  to  give  them  this  fancied  accomplish-  thirteen  years  of  age.  The  instrument  used  had 
ment.  Every  woman  of  fashion,  and  every  wo-  twenty  teeth ;  and  at  each  stroke,  which  was  re- 
man who  wishes  to  be  reckoned  handsome,  must  posted  every  moment,  issued  an  ichor  or  serum, 
have  her  feet  so  small,  that  they  could  easily  tinged  with  blood.  The  girl  bore  the  pain  with 
enter  the  shoe  ef  a  ohiU  of  six  years  of  age.  groat  resolution,  for  some  minutes,  till,  at  length. 
The  great  toe  is  the  only  one  left  ta  act  with  it  became  so  intolerable,  thai  she  bunt  out  into 
freedom;  the  rest  are  doubled  down  under  the  Tioient  exclamations ;  but  the  operator,  nolwith- 
foot,  in  tlieir  Isadsrast  in(aaey,Bnd  restrained  by  standing  the  most  earnest  entrsaties  to  desist, 

was  inexorable,  while  two  women,  who  attended 

•  8maBle*sPMlosop1i7of  Katural  HistoTT.  vol  n.  "P*»  ^  occasion,  b(Mh  ahid  and  heaft  her  Gir 

^  iML     I  Portlook's  Yoyage  loaad  the  Voild.  strugglmg. 


149  THE  PHILOSOPHT  OF  RELIGION. 

I  am  tlienfew  dbpoaeJ  to  view  nch  absurd  all  th«  moanfaiiM  to  the  east  of  Tiatakiai  waA  9 
and  barlMtroiM  praetiecf ,  a«  iBtiimtoIy  connoted  great  part  of  the  plain.  Among  theoi  is  poreiv- 
with  the  operatkia  of  a  principle  of  maleTolenoei  ed  a  mixture  of  the  religioas  uaagea  of  Pkganisai 
aa  an  attempt  to  ftuatrate  the  wiae  designs  of  di-  of  the  Jewish  law,  of  t^t  of  Mahomet  and  Ali, 
vine  beneroleDoe,  and  m  directly  repugnant  to  and  of  some  dogmas  of  the  Christian  "Religioo. 
the  spirit  of  Ohnstianity,  and  to  Am  benoTolent  -—The  women  are  conaidervd  as  a  part  of  the 
precepts  of  the  gospel  of  peaee.  And  it  becomes  domestic  antmahr  of  the  house,  'and  treated  as 
tome  of  the  ladies,  and  the  dandies  of  DBodem  slsTse.  They  hare  noidea  of  reKgion,  and  wbr« 
Borope  to  consider,  whether  some  of  their  awl^  they  are  bold  enough  to  inquire  of  their  masters 
ward  attempts  to  isBprovo  tho  symmetry  of  the  concerning  it,  the  latter  answer  them  that  their 
human  ftame  ought  not  to  be  riewed  in  the  same  religion  is,  to  be  charged  with  the  reprodoetkai  of 
Ught.  Not  many  years  ago,  it  was  considered,  the  species,  and  to  be  subject  to  the  wtO  of  their 
in  the  higher  circles  of  society,  as  an  admirable  husbands.— The  Nesseric  say  their  prayera  at 
iraprovenK*nt  of  the  female  form,  togiTo  the  lower  midnight,  and  before  stm-set.  They  asay  say 
halfof  the  body  the  appearanee  of  the  frustum  of  a  them  either  sitting,  standing,  or  walking;  hot 
large  tun,  as  if  it  had  been  ten  times  the  capacity  they  are  obliged  to  begm  again  repeating  thdr 
cf  Its  natoral  size>  by  supporting  their  robes  with  ablution,  if  thoy  s]}ealc  toa  person  not  of  their  reli- 
snormoos  Assps  ,''«-«nd,  about  the  same  period,  gion,— >if  they  perceire,  either  near  or  at  a  dis- 
liie  lower  ranks  of  female  society  considered  it  tance,  a  camel,  a  pig,  a  hare,  or  a  negro.  In  their 
as  the  perfecCioB  of  proportioo  and  beauty,  to  have  prayers,  they  ctirse  the  roan  who  shares  below  the 
their  waists  compressed  into  the  smallest  passible  chin,  him  who  is  impotent,  and  the  twoCa&phi^ 
tpuse,  till  the  rital  fonctions,  in  many  instances,  Omar  and  Aboo-Bekr.  They  detest  the  TaviEs, 
were  deranged,  and  uhimatdy  destroyed.  Were  to  whom  they  are  sworn  enemies.  This  wariike 
the  dictates  of  sound  reason  tmirersally  attended  people  of  mountaineers  would  be  strong  OMogh 
to,  and  were  the  inthieace  of  Christianity  fiiHy  to  shake  oiftheyoke  of  the  Turks,  and  Hto  inde- 
felt  among  all  natioBs,  the  prepostorous  and  sa*  pendenHy.  if  they  were  not  divided  by  interesred 
vage  praotioes  to  which  I  hare  now  adverted,  motives,  almost  all  occasioned  by  implacable 
wouM  not  <mly  be  discontinued,  but  heU  in  aMior-  frmlly  hatreds.  They  are  umdiefJM,  aad  cherish 
rence.  And  wei«  such  customs  completely  their  rancour  for  a  length  of  time :  even  the  death 
abolished,  we  might  soon  expect  to  behold,  of  the  guHty  person  cannot  assuage  their  fay ; 
among  all  the  tribes  of  mankind,  every  distortion  their  vengeance  is  incomplete,  if  it  does  not  U 
of  the  features  or  the  countenance  removed,  and  besides  on  one  or  several  members  of  Itis  &mil7. 
the  humsn  form  restored  to  its  original  beauty  They  are  so  Obstinately  superstitious  is  their  al- 
and perfection.  Instead  of  a  warlike  visage,  and  tachment  to  their  peculiar  system,  thut  no  threats 
a  ferocious  aspect,  and  the  frightfid  appearance  nor  punishments  can  extort  from  tbens  the  necrets 
of  nidced  savages,  streaked  with  colours  of  bladi  of  their  religion.  * 

and  blue,  we  should  behold,  in  every  land,  every        Here,  then,  we  are  pitsented  with  a  system  of 

countenance  beaming  with  the  radiations  of  be*  religion  which  appears  to  be  founded  on  male* 

nevolenoe,  and  rs6ecting  the  moral  image  of  the  rolence,-*which  directs  its  devotees  to  cwne  (heir 

Creator.  fellow-men-— which  leads  thenr  to  keep  their  wt^ 

men  in  profound  ignorance  of  every  thins  which 

MALuroiEHcm  AS  IT  APPEARS  IK  THB  ^     ^  eacred-Srhfch  hiduces  them  to conoeal 

HEUoiOH  or  SArAO*  TRIBES.  j^,  mystoriss  from  all  the  rest  of  the  world-and 

There  is  scarcely  a  nation  on  the  surface  of  which,  in  so  far  from  producmg  any  beodicial  tf- 

the  globe  but  what  appears  to  have  some  impreo-  ^cts  on  their  own  conduct,  leads  to  '*  implacabW 

• z.  ^r  .t £ i-     «. .^^  « __j  <i_:i.  k.*.<ui.  »     A  .i^i:«i.».   — I —  i^  1--  <! J 


portion  of  human  beings,  thetcrdigioos  notions,  of  God,  and  can  never  commuoicaie  happiaeas 

and  their  sacred  rites,  mstead  of  breathing  a  to  inan.    And  were  we  to  examine  the  various 

spirit  of  kindness  and  benevolence  towards.their  religioos  systems  whidi  prevail  in  the  naaHfouB 

fellow-creataree,  are  blended  with  a  principle  of  islands  of  the  Indian  and  Pkcific  Oceans,  in  Ca- 

hatred  and  rerenge.    This  might  be  illustrated  bul,  Thibet,  and  Hindostan,  and  among  tbe  on- 

by  an  induction  of  a  great  rariety  of  instances,  cirilized  tribes  which  are  seattned  over  a  brga 

in  reference  to  almost  erery  unciriliscd  portioa  portion  of  Asia  and  of  Africa,  we  should  find 

of  tho  human  race.    I  shall  content  myself,  how-  them,  not  only  Mended  with  malerolent  princi 

ever,  with  statiiy  only  one  instance,  in  reference  p^M  ukI  maxims,  but  sanctioning  the  perpetration 

to  tbe  iVsiscris,  a  tribe  not  much  known  in  Eu-  of  deeds  of  cruelty,  obsosnity,  and  horror, 

rope,  end  which  may  serve  as  an  example  of  In  tho  preceding  pages,  I  hare  endeavoved  ^ 
Biany  others. 

The  territory  of  this  people  extends  fi«n  ^LJSS^J^S^^^KS^tSLSS^ 

Antioch  neariy  loTripolL    They  occupy  idmosC  X^hST^"  •*"*  ffmmi^''  a 
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ftUoitrmto  BOOM  of  the  proninMl  ieaCurM  in  tbt  hoawgeuaiohmi,aiidwlientlMr»ih«UbeiibdiiDg 
nonl  ehttraaer  of  tbo  WTage  •od  uuciviliMd  to  hurt  nor  daairoy**  Mnoog  til  th»  ikmiUM  S. 
tribM  «f  the  hiimaa  r«oa.  The  oxaniplee  I  have  mankind.  But  aJu !  when  we  inTestigaie  the 
■elected  have  not  heeo  taken  fipon  the  reoordi  of  moral  ttate  even  of  this  portion  of  human  beings, 
miuionaries,  or  of  professed  religionists,  who  wo  find  the  princifrfe  of  malignity  distinctly  vis^ 
might  bo  suspected  by  some  to  give  an  eugge-  Ue  in  its  operations,  and  interwoven,  in  nume- 
rated descrtpcioa  of  the  depravity  of  tho  Pagan  rousand  minole  ramifications,  through  all  the 
worid--but  firom  the  unvarnished  statements  of  ranks  and  gradation  of  society.  Though  its 
respectable  voyagers  and  travellem,  who  could  shades  are  less  dark  and  gloomy,  they  are  no  less 
bave  no  motives  for  misrepresenting  the  fads  real  than  among  the  hordee  of  Afirica  and  Tar- 
which  they  have  recorded.  Theee  illustrations  tary,  and  the  other  abodes  of  savage  life.  To 
might  have  been  extended  to  a  much  greater  illustrate  this  position  is  the  object  of  the  (bl- 
ieagth,  had  it  been  consistent  with  the  limited  lowing  sketohes ;  in  which  I  shall  chiefly  refer 
MUure  of  the  present  work.  Instead  of  occupying  to  the  state  of  society  among  the  nations  of  £u- 
only  forty  or  fifty  pages,  they  ought  have  been  e«*  rope,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
tended  so  as  to  have  filled  as  many  volumes ;  for  particularly  to  the  moral  cfaararler  and  aspect  of 
every  hook  of  travels,  as  well  as  every  historical  the  British  empire. 

ioctunont,  contains  a  record  of  the  operations  of       I  shsli,  in  the  first  place,  esnsider  Che  opera* 

■saligoity,  and  of  the  diversified  snodes  in  which  tion  of  the  malev<^nt  principle  as  it  appears  in 

hunwn  depravity  is  diq»layed.    The  dispositions  the  actions  md  dispositions  of  the  young,  and  in 

which  I  have  illustrated,  it  will  be  readily  ad-  (be  modes  of  tuition  by  which  they  are  trained, 
■utted,  are  all  of  a  makgnmrU  character,  directly        In  many  thousands  of  UMtaoces,  it  may  be  ob- 

repugnant  to   that  benevolent  principle  which  served,  that,  even  befi»re  a  child  has  been  wean* 

forms'  the  basis  of  the  moral  laws  of  the  universe,  ed  from  its  mother's  breasts,  malignant  disposi- 

And  when  we  consider,  thatsuchssalevole&l  die*  tions  are  not  only  fostered,  but  are  regulariy 

positions  are  displayed  by  a  mass  of  human  be-  taught  both  by  precept  and  esample.     Does  a 

ings,  amounting  to  more  than  three  fourths  of  ihe  child  happen  to  hit  its  head  accidentally  agninst 

population  of  the  globe,  and  that  Uue  happiness  the  corner  of  a  table— it  u  Uught  by  its  nurse, 

cannot  be  ecperienced  where  nmlignant  passions  and  even  by  its  nmther,  lo  avenge  the  injury  oo 

reign  uncontrolled,  a  benevolent  mind  cannot  re*  the  inanimate  object  which  onused  it,  and  to  ex* 

Iraio  from  indulging  a  thousand  melancholy  re*  hibit  its  prowess  and  its  revenge  by  beating  4he 

flections,  when  it  casts  its  eye  over  the  deed*-  table  with  all  its  might.    Does  it  cry,  through 

Cionsof  the  moral  world,  and  IWrni  forming  an  peevishnessor  pain— it  is  immsdiately  threatened 

anxious  wish,  that  the  period  may  soon  arrive,  with  being  thrown  into  the  ditch,  tossed  out  of 

when  the  darknees  which  covers  the  nations  shafl  the  window,  or  committed  to  the  charge  of  some 

00  dispelled,  and  when  benevotlence  and  peaoe  frightfixl  spectre.    Is  it  expedient  (o  repress  its 

•haR  reign  oriumphant  over  all  the  earth.  monnurings,  and  t4  cajole  it  into  obedienoe— it 

I  shall  now  endeavour  to  present  a  few  facts  is  then  io9pired  with  fiillscions  bopss,  and  allui^ 

and  sketches  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  il-  ed  with  deceitful  promises  of  objects  and  of  pleap 

lustrate  the  present  state,  and  the  moral  charao-  oures  which  are  never  intended  to  be  realized. 

iM  and  aspect  of  the  tiviiMtd  world.  Does  it  require  to  have  its  physical  powers  exer- 

ciied— a  wooden  sword  or  a  whip  is  put  into  Ita 

_^___  hands ;  and  it  is  encouraged  to  display  ita  soer- 

gies  in  inflictkg  strokes  on  a  dog,  a  eat,  or  any 

SECTION  in.  ^  tt*  play-fellow^  or  companions.    I  have  seen 

a  little  urchin  of  ti.*s  description,  three  or  fiwr 

MOKAb  STATB  OF  CITII.ISSB  iTATioirs.'  ycsTs  of  age,  brandishing  ita  wooden  swoid  with 

all  the  ardour  of  a  warrior,  and  repeating  ita 

The  present  population  of  the  globe  nuy  be  strokes  on  every  person  around,  while  the  imilish 

estimated  at  about  dOOmilltons.    CM*  these,  if  we  parenta  were  exulting  in  the 'prowess  displayed 

except  the  empires  of  China  and  Hindostan,  we  by  their  little  darling,  and  sMoursging  it  in  all 

cannot  reckon  above  180  millions  as  existing  in  ita  movements.    By  these  and  similar  practioesy 

•  State  of  enlightened  civilization;    a  nuo^ier  revenge,  tsJsehoodySuperftition,  and  the  elementa 

which  is  less  than  the  fourth  part  of  the  human  of  war,  are  fiistared  ro  the  youthflil  mind ;  and  is 

race.    Werseveo  thu  smsU portion  of  nmnkind  ^to  be  wondered  at,  that  siieh  m^lignam  ^ru^ 

nniformly  distinguished  for  intejltgenoe,  and  $or  ciples  and  passions  shouU  "grow  with  their 

the  practice  of  benevolence,  it  would  fiirra  a  gl<H  growth,  and  strengthen  with  their  strsngth,*'  till 

riotts  picture  for  the  philsinthropist  to  contem*  they  burst  forth  in  aS  those  hideous  forms  whidi 

;>late;  and  would  be  a  sure  prdtado  of  the  near  they  assume  amidst  the  oootesta  of  oommonities 

approach  of  that  happy  prriod,  when  "aUtki  and  of  nations  ? — The  folse  mazioM  fay  which 

rnnda  of  the  earth  AaAi  remember  and  turn  to  the  children  are  frequently  trained  under  Ihe  domsn- 

Lord,  when  ntfCAslsmdrecfi^Cls  nations  shsU  do  tie  roo^  and  tho  fooUab  indnlgeiios  with 
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they  are  treated  by  nyudicioae  pereols,  ia  too  dHplaye  of  the  nattiral  and  iBOff«idBraeter<>f  Ae 
maiiy  inafancee  lay  the  ibundatiett  of  tboee  peio-  Deity,  the  facta  of  Sacred  Hieldry,  the  Bonli^y 
<aiit  and  oulii^oaiic  tenpeni  wfaicfa  are  a  peet  of  the  Goepel,  the  scenee  of  rural  aaddmBeeik 
both  to  Chriatian  and  to  general  society.  ladal-  life,  aad  the  eperatioiis  of  philantliropby^-are 
fence  often  leads  to  an  opposite  extreme;  and  filled  with  extracts  from  sietapliystcal  writcn^ 
produces  such  a  degree  of  insubordination  among  from  pariianientary  debates,  and  from  oU  plays, 
the  young,  thai  nodting  is  to  be  seen  and  heard  novels,  and  farces,  which  are  freqaenify^  imeriard^ 
but  a  perpetual  round  of  eoolding  and  beating,  ed  with  oaths,  obscenity, hnd  the  slang  ofBi1ling»> 
and  the  ooBteet  of  angry  passions.  "  Among  t&  gate,  which  can  have  do  other  ttrndency  than 
lower  ranks  of  pet^,"  says  Dr.  Witfaerspoon,  to  polhrte  and  demoralise  the  yoHtbfnl  bhmI^  Ii 
^  who  are  under  no  restraint  from  decency,  you  needs,  therefore,  excite  no  surpnse,  thai  ifaa 
may  sometimes  see  a  &ther  or  mother  running  great  body  of  mankind  is  still  so  deficient  m  ra» 
•utintotbesveet,  after  a  cbiU  who  has  fled  from  tieoal  information  and  substantial  knowledge, 
them,  with  looks  of  Airy  and  words  of  execration,  and  that  a  wai^e  spirit  is  afloat,  sad  exening  its 
and  ihay  are  often  stupid  enough  tp  imagine  that  baletful  influence  among  the  natiena. 
neighbours  or  passengers  will  approve  them  ia  If  we  follow  the  young  from  the  ncbool-room 
this  conduct."  Wherever  parental  authority  is  to  the  pfa^gmaidf  or  to  Uie  streets  and  die  higb- 
tbus  undermined,  and  such  conduct  uniibrmly  pur-  ways,  we  shall  find  the  spirit  of  malignity  dls- 
sued,  a  sure  foundation  is  laid  fi>r  an  extensive  di»-  playing  itself  in  a  vast  diversity  of  forms.  Arc^ 
play,  in  after  Ufo,  of  themalignani  passiotts  of  the  we  may  behold  one  misdiicvous  little  boy  ahp- 
human  heart.  ping  his  neighbonr  in  the  lace,  another  tearing 
If  we  follow  our  youth  from  the  nursery  to  the  his  neighbour's  clothes,  anothw  tossing  his  cap 
aeftosf-mooNt,  we  shall  find  the  same  malevolent  nf-  into  a  dirty  ditch,  another  chalking  bis  bask  m 
fecuons  developing  themselves  on  a  larger  scale,  order  to  bold  him  up  to  ridicule,  and  another 
and  indirectly  dieriabed,  by  the  books  they  read,  pouriag  out  upon  him  a  torrent  of  ntitoames, 
the  discipline  by  which  they  are  trained,  and  the  and  of  scnrribus  epithets*  TIem,  we  may  bo- 
annisements  in  which  they  indulge.  Here  we  hoki  a  crowd  of  boys  pelting  a  poor  beggv  m  an 
may  behold  one  little  fellow  taking  a  malicious  unfortunate  maniac  widi  stones  aad  din  for  their 
pleasure  in  pinching  his  neighbour,  anodier  in  diversion ;  mocking  the  lanm,  the  deformed,  and 
kicking  him,  a  third  in  boxing  him,  a  fourth  in  the  aged,  and  insulting  the  passing  trmvefler. 
tearing  bis  book,  a  fifth  ia  pilforing  bis  property,  And,  when  such  objects  do  not  h^ipcn  to  oonr, 
and  a  sixth  in  endeavouring  to  hold  him  up  to  we  may  see  them  assailing,  with  n  ahosrer  of 
acorn  and  ridicule ;  and  all  of  them  combined  (o  stones,  a  cat,  a  dog,  a  hare,  or  a  fowl,  that  bappena 
frustrate,  if  possible,  the  exertions  of  their  teacher,  to  cross  the  path,  and  enjoying  a  diabolical  pkap 
and  to  prevent  their  own  improvement. — ^If  we  sure  in  witnessing  the  sufferings  of  those  aafonv 
look  kito  the  majority  of  the  bochi  which  are  read  Bate  animals.  Htrtf  we  may  behold  an  insoltnl 
in  schools,  we  shall  find  them  full  of  encomiums  boy  insuhing  a  timid  girl,  overtominf  her  pitchett 
upon loor, and  upon  tiNvnors.  TheCmsars,  the  nnd  be(tmearw|^her  with  mire;— there  we  be- 
Alexanders,  and  the  Bonaparte^,  whose  restless  hoid  another  saluting  his  fellow  with  a  maJignaal 
ambition,  has  transformed  the  earth  into  scenes  soowl,  and  a  third  brandishing  his  whip,  and 
ofdesolation  and  earnage,  are  represented  as  pat-  lashing  a  horse  or  a  cow,  for  Us  anmsenami. 
terns  ofevery  thing  that  is  brave,  noble,  generous,  On  the  one  hand,  we  may  somotisMs  behold  a 
and  heroic.  The  descriptive  powers  of  the  poet  ring  of  boys,  in  the  centre  of  which  two  li<fle  de- 
are  also  called  in,  in  order  to  inflame  the  youth-  mons  are  engaged  in  mutual  combat,  with  eyco 
fill  mind  with  warlike  diapositiona,  and  to  excite  ^ring  with  fury  and  revenge,  eicrting  their  phy<- 
an  ardent  desire  for  roinf^ing  in  scenes  of  con  ten-  sical  powers  to  the  utmost  stretch,  in  order  *io 
tion,  and  for  the  acquisition  of  frdse  glory  and  of  wound  and  lacerate,  and  cover  with  bkiod  and 
military  renown.  Hence,  there  is  no  part  of  their  gore,  the  &oes  of  eadi  other :  en  ihe  other  kasdt 
school  exercises  in  which  the  young  so  much  de-  we  may  behold  an  unfortunate  boy,  whom  a  nntwnl 
light,  and  in  which  they  so  much  excel,  as  in  that  tempernment,  or  a  virtuous  pnncipio,  pao^ouin 
in  which  they  are  called  up<»  to  recite  such  from  engaging  in  similar  coanbats,  assailed  with 
speeches  as  "  Semprooius's  speech  for  war,**  or  opprobrious  epithets,  and  nmde  a  langhing-otocli, 
to  ape  the  revengelul  encounter  of  Nowal  and  nnd  an  object  of  derision  and  scorn,  bccanso  ho 
Glenalvon.  While  the  spirit  of  war  is  thus  vir^  will  not  he  persuaded  to  declare  war  against  his 
tually  cberiiabed,  the  counteraction  of  riciotm  neighbour.  And,  what  is  stiil  more  atroootto 
prop*>n«ities,  aad  the  cultivation  of  the  moral  and  disgusting,  we  may  behold  ciiMnmoT  thirty 
powers  of  the  young,  are  considered  as  a  matter  ct  forty  jreais  of  age,  encouraging  such  malero- 
of  inforior  importance,  and,  in  many  seminaries  lont  dispositions,  and  stimulating  such  combataBts 
of  instruction,  are  altogether  overlooked.  Many  ia  their  diabolical  exertions}*  Such 
of  the  school  oollections  to  which  I  allude— in- 
stead of  exhibiting,  in  simple  famguage,  the  beau-  *  '^,V 
jw  and  aubUmaOea  of  the  works  of  nature,  the  f^SSr 


*  The  praetles  of  boxtef ,  smooc  boyv.  wUrk  o^ 
tnerallj  prevails,  esper tally  in  EnKtaad,  is  o  daa 
race  to  tbebeastea  civUbaUenantf  fThritilaiyty  a 
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.frtctioM,  moBf  crMtorM  origiiial]j  fonned  and  tob«ooiiieapMttohii(neiidt,aiidtogen«rsl 
•fUr  Um  dime  iiiltj(e»  if  thejr  ware  not  ao  com-  society.  Our  street!  tnd  higfawayt  treiiSested, 
moo,  would  be  riewed  byeToryoae  in  whose  and  our  Jailsand  bridewells  filled  with  young  per* 
breast  the  least  spark  of  rirtae  resides,  with  feel-  sons  of  this  age,  who,  by  meaas  of  rational  and 
ings  of  indigaatioo  and  horror.  religious  training,  might  have  been  rendered  a 
The  great  body  of  our  youth,  habituated  to  contort  to  their  friends,  blessings  to  ^iety,  and 
such  dispositions  and  practices,  after  having  left  ornaments  of  the  Christian  Church, 
school  at  the  age  of  fovteen  or  fifteen— a  period  It  would  be  inooniistent  with  the  limited  plan 
when  head-strong  passions  and  ncious  propen-  of  this  work,  to  attempt  to  trace  the  principle  of 
sities  b^tt  to  operate  with  still  groater  violence  malignity  through  all  the  scenes  of  social,  con»- 
-^ave  access  to  no  other  seminaries,  in  which  raercial,  snd  domestic  life.  Were  I  to  enter 
their  lawless  passions  may  be  counteracted  and  into  details  of  filial  impiety,  ingratitude,  and  re- 
controlled,  and  in  which  they  may  be  carried  for*  beOion— Kif  fiuthless  friendships— of  the  aliena- 
ward  in  the  path  ef  moral  and  intellectual  iro-  tions  of  affection,  and  of  the  unnatural  cmten- 
proveoMOt.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  civi-  tions  between  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  abo- 
lized  world,  I  am  not  aware  that  there  exist  any  minable  is(^iAiiesii  which  appears  in  the  genefal 
regular  institutions  exclusively  appr(^riated  for  conduct  and  transactions  of  mankind— of  the  bit- 
Che  instruction  of  young  persons,  trom  the  age  of  temess,  the  fraud,  and  the  perjury,  with  which 
fifteen  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  or  upwards,  on  law-suits  are  commenced  snd  proseeuted^^the 
moral,  religious,  and  scientific  subjects ;  in  order  hatred,  malice,  and  resentment,  manifested  for 
(0  expand  their  intellectual  capacities,  and  to  di-  injuries  real  or  supposed— of  the  frauds  daily 
rect  their  moral  powers  in  the  path  of  universal  committed  in  every  department  of  the  commer- 
beoevolenor.  Yet,  without  such  institutions,  all  cial  world— of  the  shufflhigs  and  base  deceptions 
the  knowledge  and  instructions  they  may  have  which  are  practised  in  cases  of  bankruptcy— of 
previously  acquired,  in  the  great  msjority  of  in-  the  slanders,  the  caballing,  and  the  frJsehood, 
stances,  are  rendered  almost  useless  and  ineffi-  which  attend  electioneering  contests— of  the 
cient  for  promoting  the  great  end  of  their  exist-  envy,  malice,  and  resentment  di^ayed  between 
ence.  From  the  age  of  fifteen  to  the  age  of  competitors  for  office  and  power  of  tlie  haugfa- 
twenty-nve,  is  the  most  important  period  of  hu-  tiness  and  insolence  displsyed  by  petty  tyrant! 
ma.ili(e ;  and,  for  want  of  proper  instruction  and  both  in  church  and  stato— of  the  selfishness  and 
dbeotion,  during  this  period,  and  of  rational  ob-  injustice  of  corporate  bodies,  and  the  Utile  regard 
jects  to  employ  the  attention  at  leisure  hours,  they  show  for  the  interests  of  those  rSo  are  oj^ 
many  a  hopeful  young  man  has  been  left  to  glide  pressed,  and  deprived  of  their  rewards— of  the 
insensibly  into  Um  mire  of  vice  and  corruption,  gluttony,  drunkenness,  and  prodigality,  which  so 

generally  prevail — of  the  brawlings,  fightings, 

that  country,  and  to  the  supeilntendenU  of  f  ts  paMlc  and  contentions,  which  are  daily  presented  to  the 

seminaries.  That  niffmstfo  contests  between  grown-  -:^^  j-  i-v^—.  AUJifuiaM    mnA  Hnim.iiliAM 

upMMf  «v  in  a  cfviUsed  sbaiw,  should  tie  irablleU  ^>*''^  "".  »v«ni8,  alehouses,  and  dram-shopa, 

sdvertised,  and  desorihed  In  our  newsn^pers,  and  and  the  low  slang  and  vulgar  abuse  with  which 

the  arena  of  such  6ont«sts  resorted  to  br  so  many  nch  scenes  are  intermingled— of  the  sediirtioni 

thousands  of  the  middling  and  higher  classes  of  .«-«— j:j.^  u-  :«.L.tu«.  —lA.i.^..  ..^  ^..-. 

society,  is  a  striking  proof  that  the  spirit  of  toll/  and  ««»mplished  by  tnsidious  artfiilness  and  outran 

of  mallfcnity  still  prevAlls  to  a  great  extent,  and  that  geous  perjury — of  the  multiplied  falsehoods  oC 

following  late  occurrence  shows  the  faUl  effbcu  with  campr,  and  in  private  d  welnngs— or  the  unMuslH 

which  such  practices  are  sometimes  attended.  «'  On  tng  lies  of  public  newspapers,  and  the  perjuriss 

Monday,  February  t8,  tSW,  two  of  the  scholars  at     «r  „«-. Jr  tu»  •••tMn.tU  fr.i«i«  ..^  LmL^^ 

Eton,  the  Hon.  P.  A.  Cooper,  the  son  of  the  Carl  of  f  o®<»-or  the  systematic  frauds  snd  robbenet 

Shaftcsbnry,  and  Mr.  Wood,  the  son  of  Colonel  by  which  a  large  portion  of  the  community  am 

Wood,  and  nephew  to  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry,  eheated  out  of  their  property  and  their  rights— 

m  consequence  of  a  very  warm  altercation  on  the  ^f  ,.  ^      • .     u       u.'!.J!!.       j              •      i*  .i^ 

play  ground,  on  the  preceding  day.  met,  for  the  pur.  <"  "•  P""«»  haughtmess,  and  oppression  of  the 

pose  of  settling  the  unhappy  quarrel  by  a  pogilistla  rich,  and  of  the  malice,  envy,  and  discontentment 

enccnntor--^  prewdent  practice  at  Eton  and  aO  our  of  thm  nAnr....4RM.h  ni^^irMnf  .Mlianitw  m:«k> 

piiWfcfcAoolr.    Almost  the  wtielesohool  assembled  ?  "**  P^'— «««»  picturesof  nM^tgnity  might 

to  witness  the  spectacle    The  inexperienced  youth  be  presented  to  the  view,  as  would  nil  the  mmd 

c»mmenced  flghUng  at  four  o'clock,  and  partly  by  of  the  reader  with  astonishment  and  horror,  and 

their  own  energy,  and  partly  by  the  erimlnal  excite-  -u:-!,  -«,i  j  -^,,:^  ,  -^:^  ^  •/J.,«i*.  il  ,— 

ment  of  others,  continued  the  taUkl  contest  till  with-  wnicn  would  require  a  series  cf  ?olttnMs  lo  r^ 

In  a  little  of  six,  when,  nxramful  to  relate,  the  Cad  cord  the  revolting  details. 

£ll2'?.v«t^".I?iX!S^^^  There  is  one  very  general  characteristic  ol 

and  n«ver  spoke  afterwards.    He  was  carried  off  to     ^!_:i«  ^j »  ^r*t.  i^i  i  .     .i.  . 

his  lodgings,  where  he  expired  in  a  few  hours.    On  civilised,  and  even  of  Christian  society,  that 

the  coroner's  mquest  It  came  out,  that  brandy  had  bears  the  stamp  of  malignity,  which  mav  parti- 

keen  administered  very  freely,  and  that  no  decisive  miarlv  h«  nnt'u^  •  anJ  that  i«  tlm  nlM.n  J^tk 

ellbrt  had  been  made  to  diseontiaae  a  contest  pro-  ^.J  ^  °**"**" '.  "*°  "»V"'  !**.  P**"""  'J?* 

.onged  beyond  all  due  limits.— About  fbrty  years  ago  which  men  expatuite  on  the  lanlts  and  deltn- 

a  similar  cause  ted  to  a  similar  result  at  the  same  quencios  of  their  neighbours,  and  the  eacemess 

estaMishment.    The  surrlvor  ts  a  elenryroan  of  2.i.l  _i.'i..i-     ••!.             ji       ^^ 

iBrBairespectablHty."-awttePiiWeFrbiS/orF«ft.  ^*"*  ^*^  "•J^  circulate  scaadalmis   reports 

miB9an.Mag.fwAfrU,  18S5.  through  every  portion  of  the  conmranity.  Almost 


153  THE  PHILOSOPBT  OF  RELIGION* 


dw  one  hftlf  of  the  eoMTerwtioii  of  cmiistd  iiMn,  nevolenee,  can  even  tho  ooaiaioiilMiHgi  efto- 

when  stricily  Mwlysed,  will  be  found  to  ooneist  MtnUy,  reside  in  the  breaet  of  thnt  man  wte 

ef  niali|rnant  insinnaltone,  an4  of  tides  ot  scan-  can  find  eujoyinent  in  encouraging  and  in  witaiM 

dal  and  detraction,  the  one  half  of  which  is  doe-  ing  such  barbarous  sports?    And  what  a  dig* 

titute  of  any  solid  foundation.    How  comss  it  to  nified  amusenwnl  is  the  Asrwraes  !  where  crowds 

pass,  that  the  slightest  deviation  from  propriety  of  the  nobility,  gentry,  and  of  tlie  most  poliafaea 

or  rectitude,  in  the  case  of  one  of  a  general^  classes  of  society,  as  well  as  the  ignolite  rabble, 

respectable  character,  is  dwelt  upon  with  a  fiend-  assemble  from  aH  quarters,  to  bshold  two  noUa 

like  pleasure,  and  aggravated  beyond  measure,  animals  panting,  and  heaving,  and  endeavouring 

while  all   his  good  qualities  are    overlooked  to  outstrip  ead»  other  on  the  courae!    What 

and  thrown  completely  into  the  shade  ?    What  scene  of  bullying,  and  jockeying,  and  bettiiig 

is  the  reason  why  we  are  not  as  anxious  to  and  cheating,  and  cursing,  and  swearing,  an 

bring  forward  the  good  qualities  and  actions  of  fighting,  is  generally  presented   on  soeh  occ»« 

our  fellow-men,  and  to  bestow  upon  them  their  sions  !    What  a  wonderful  degree  of  imponaaea 

doe  tribute  of  praise,  as  we  are  to  blaze  abroad  is  attached,  by  the  most  dignified  rank  of  soci* 

their  errors  and  infirmities  ?    How  often  does  it  ety,  to  the  issue  of  the  race ;  as  if  the  &te  ef  ss 

happen,  that  a  single  evil  action  committed  by  an  empire,  or  the  salvation  of  an  immortal  spirit, 

individual,  contrary  to  the  general  tenor  of  his  were  depending  on  the  ciretmstanoe  of  one  bone 

life,  will  be  trumpeted  about  by  the  tongue  of  getting  a  start  of  another !    I  do  not  mean  tod»- 

malice,  even  to  the  end  of  bis  lile,  while  all  his  cry,  indiscriminately,  public  amosesBeats ;  nor 

virtuous  deeds  and  praiseworthy  actions  will  be  to  call  in  question  the  propriety  of  improving  the 

overlooked  and  forgotten,  and  attempted  to  be  bu-  locomotive  powers  of  the  horse ;  but,  sorely,  ii 

ried  in  oblivion !    If  benevdenoe  were  the  pro-  would  require  no  great  stretch  of  invemioa,  to 

vailing  characteristic  of  mankind,  such  disposi-  devise  spectacles  and  entertainments,  much  mora 

tions  would  seldom  be  displayed  in  the  intereour-  dignified  and  oongenial  to  the  noble  powers,  and 

aes  of  human    beings.      If  benevolenoe  per-  to  the  high  destination  of  the  human  miad,  and 

vaded  every  heart,  we  would  rejoice  to  expatiate  which  ought  be  exhibited  with  as  little 

on  the  tateelUneu  of  others ;— these  would  form  either  of  time  or  of  money, 

the  chief  topics  of  conversation  in  our  personal  And  what  shall  we  say  cfUamJIgkia, 

remarks  on  others ;    we  would  endeavour  to  JlghU^  and  hoanng  maieht»  between  anisMls  ii 

throw  a  veil  over  the  infirmities  of  our  brethren,  the  shape  of  men,  which  have  been  lately  adveiw 

and  wouVl  be  always  disposed  to  exercise  that  tised  in  the  public  prints  with  so  mudi  impa- 

candour  and  charity  <<  which  covers  a  multitude  dence  and  effrontery  7    Are  the  patrons  of  sneh 

of  sins."  revolting  exhibitions,  and  the  crowds  whidi  le- 

If  we  now  turn  our  eyes  for  a  moment,  to  the  sort  to  them,  to  be  considered  as  patterns  of  taste, 

amuMemtnlM  of  civilized  society,  we  shall  find  of  humanity,  and  of  refined  benevolence  ?    Asd 

many  of  them  distinguished  by  a  malignant  cha-  what  shall  we  think  of  the  amusements  of  one  hail 

raoter  ud  tendency.    What  an  appropriate  ex-  of  our  gentry,  country  eqoires,  gendemen  famsrs, 

hibition  for  rational  and  immortal  beings  do  the  and  the  whole  tribe  of  the  sporting  oonmanity, 

aceoes  of  a  eoekfit  display !  to  behold  a  motley  who  derive  more  exquisite  enjoyment  in  maim 

group  of  bipedtt  of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  firom  the  ing  a  hare,  a  partridge,  or  a  rooorfbwl,  than  in 

peer  to  the  chimney-sweep,  and  from  the  man  of  rdieving  the  wants  of  the  friendless  poor,  in  ma- 

lioary  hairs  to  the  tispiag  in&nt,  betting,  Uustei^  lioratiog  the  conditioo  of  their  dependants,  oris 

ing,  swearing,  and  feasting  their  eyes  with  a  patronising  thedifiiision  of  osefiil  knowledge  9 

aavoge  ddi^t  on  the  sufferings  of  their   fel-  If  one  of  our  best  oaoral  poets  declared,  that  "ha 

k>w-bipeds,  whom  they  have  taught  to  wound,  to  would  not  enter,  on  bis  list  of  fKends,  thon^ 

torment,  and  to  destroy  each  other!  There  is  graced  with  polished   manners  and  fine  sense, 

scarcely  any  thing  that  appean  so  congenial  to  the  man  whoneedleesly  sets  foot  upon  a  worm," 

the  spirit  which  pervades  the  infernal  regions,  as  what  would  be  his  estioHUe  of  the  man  who  do- 

the  attempt  to  inspire  the  lower  animak  with  the  rived  one  of  his  chief  gratifications,  day  after 

same  malignant  dispositions  which  characterize  day,  from  making  havoc  among  the  feathered 

the  most  degraded  of  the  human  species.    That  tribes,  and  from  lacerating  and  maiming  a  tinud 

Buoh  a  cruel  and  disgusting  practice  still  prevails  hare,  for  the  sole  pwpose  of  indulging  a  spotting 

\                         in  England,  and  that  it  formed,  until  lately,  a  humour,  and  proving  himself  an  excellent  ntarks- 

part  of  the  amusements  of  almost  all  the  schools  man  ?  Can  we  suppose  that  the  beaev<dc«t  Crca- 

in  Scotland,  is  a  reproach  to  the  civilization,  the  tor  so  curiously  organized  the  beasts  of  the  earth 

humanity,  and  the  Christianity  of  our  country,  and  the  fowls  of  hMven,  and  endowed  them  with 

And  what  a  fine  spectacle  to  a  humane  and  civili-  exquisite  (eelmgs  and  sensibility,  merely  that  ty< 

led  mind  is  the  amusement  of  IntU^baitiHg !  an  .  raanical  man  might  toriura  and  destroy  them  for 

amusement  m  which  the  strength  and  eourage  his  amutnunt?    For  the  persons  to  whom  I  aU 

of  thb  animal  are  made  the  means  of  torturing  hide  cannot  plead  nsMSsii^  for  mdi  conduct,  as 

aim  With  the  moat  exquisite  agonies !    Can  be-  if  they  were  dependant  lor  tyWHimfft  on  their 
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weaifM.    Such  k  atin  th«  maaiA  fcr  Umm  cruel  with  whom  I  have  been  mtimately  acqiaiiited,  1 

•rgumentf,  tlwt  the  butoherj  of  the  brutal  and  the  cooeider  ibii  old  awn  aa  one  of  tjie  moat  perfect 

winged  iribea,  it  it  likely,  will  soon  be  reduced  and  blamelesa  cbaractera.    Hit  mind  seemed  to 

to  a  regular  system,  and  enrolled  among  the  nnn»-  be  formed  upon  the  purest  principle!  of  the 

berof  the^tae  «r<s.    For,  an  octavo  volume,  of  Christiaa  religion ;  bis  every  thought  and  action 

470  pages,  which  has  already  pasted  through  appeared  to  be  the  result  of  itt  dictates.    He 

thiee  editions,  has  beenIatelypubUehed,entitM,  would  often,  to  ease  his  mule,  walk  more  than 

**  Instructions  to  young  Sportsmen  in  aU  that  re-  half  the  day;  and  as  he  journeyed  by  ray  side, 

lates  to  Qame^d  Shooting:"  by  Lieut.  Colo*  continually  recited  prayers  for  our  weUare  and 

nel  Hawker.     The  auibur,  after  having  ttated  ftkture  protperiiy.    On  all  oc<:asions  he  sought  to 

that  he  has  now  lost  his  eyes  and  nerves  for  a  repress  in  those  around  him,  every  impr<^r 

good  shot,  says  "  The  greatest  pleasure  that  can  feeling  of  anger ;  conciliated  them  by  the  kindest 

possibly  remain  for  me,  is  to  resign  the  little  I  words,  and  excited  them,  by  his  example,  to  an 

have  learned  for  the  benefit  of  young  sporttmen.  active  performance  of  their  duties.    If  a  man 

The  rising  generation  of  shooters  might  other-  were  weary,  he  wouM  assist  him  in  carrying  his 

wise  be  left  fiNT  many  ytara^  find  oat  all  these  lUtlt  burden ;  if  he  perceived  any  of  the  roder  badct 

matttfrt."    And  a  mott  important  kitt,  doubtless,  to  be  hurt,  he  would  beg  roe  to  have  them  relioT- 

the  rising  generation  would  have  tuttaintd,  had  ed ;  and,  constantly,  when  he  taw  me  engaged 

not  the  worthy  Gokmel  condetoended  to  comma-  in  shooting  partridget,  or  other  birds,  he  woukl 

naoate  his  diseoveries !    I  was  lately  making  an  call  out  to  them  to  fly  out  of  the  way,  shaking  hit 

excursion  in  a  tteani>boat,  through  one  of  the  head,  and  begging  me,  in  a  mournful  accent,  not 

Scottish  lakes.    Among  the  paseengers  ware  to  kill  them.     I  have  remarked,  in  my  former 

several  of  the  aporting  gentry,  fiimiahed  with  all  journal,  diat,  with  all  this  refined  feeling  of  ho* 

their  requisite  aoooatreroents,  who  seemed  to  eni>  manity ,  he  was  fitf  fi'om  being  devoid  of  courage ; 

joy  a  higher  gratification  in  diaturbing  the  happi-  and,  I  had  an  opportumty,  tubaequently,  of  wit- 

neaa  of  the  feathered  tribea,  than  in  coolemplat-  nessing  several  inataacea  of  hia  bravery,  though 

ing  the  natural  beautieaof  theaurroundingacene.  he  appeared  on  all  occasions  peculiarly  anxious 

TVlien  any  of  these  hapless  animals  appeared  in  to  avoid  a  quarrrel.    We  parted,  I  believe,  with 

▼lew,  a  hue  and  cry  commenced,  a  shot  was  pre-  mutual  regret ;  at  least  for  my  own  part,  I  can 

pared,  and  a  mnslmt  levelled  at  the  unoffending  truly  say,  that  I  have  seldom  felt  more  respect 

,  creatures,  which  craatsd  among  them  universal  for  an  individual  than  I  did  for  this  worthy  man." 

agitation  and  alarm.    Some  of  them  wer«  kill-  As  a  contrast  to  the  benevolent  dispositions 

ed  ;  and  others,  doobtlesa,  maimed,  and  re  der-  displayed  by  this  worthy  Abyssinian,— I  shall 

•d  miserable  for  life ;  while  no  human  being  give  a  short  deacription  of  a  (mil-fight,  in  Mad- 

eouM  enjoy  the  leaat  benefit  from  aueh  wanton  Hd|  extracted  from  a  work,  the  author  of  which 

cruelty.  To  kill,  or  even  to  maim  any  living crea-  was  a  spectator  (in  180S)  of  the  scene  he  de- 

ture  that  ia  doing  ua  no  harm,  and  when  there  ia  acribea.    **  The  Spanish  boll^ghts  are  certainly 

no  poaaibilitv,  nor  even  a  desire,  to  procure  its  the  moot  extraordinary  exhibition  in  Europe :  we 

earcasa  fiw-  food,  cannot,  I  should  think,  by  any  ^tn  preaent  at  one  of  them  this  morning.    The 

sophistry  of  reaaoaing,  be  oooatruod  into  an  act  placea  in  the  amphiibeatre  were  nearly  all  filled 

of  benevolence.^  at  half  paat  nine,  and  at  ten,  the  corregidor  came 

I  cannot)  here,  forbear  inaerting  a  paasage  into  hia  box ;  upon  which  the  trumpet  sounded, 

from  *'  Salt's  Tratela  in  Abyaainia,"  which  ex-  iuid  the  people  roac  and  ahouted,  from  the  delight 

htbita  a  very  different  apirit  in  one  whom  aome  that  the  ahow  waa  to  begin  immediately.    Four 

would  be  disposed  to  rank  among  the  class  of  tnen  in  black  gowns  then  came  forward,  and  read 

■emt-barbarians.  "  In  the  evening.  Bahamegash  f  proclamation,  enjoining  all  pers<Mis  to  remain 

Tasons,  a  servant  of  the  Has  (of  Abyssinia)  who  in  their  seats.    On  their  going  out  of  the  arena, 

bad   attended  me  during  my  whole  stay  in  the  the  six  bulls  which  were  to  be  fought  this  mom- 

country,  took  his  leave.     Among  all  the  men  ing,  were  driven  across,  led  on  by  a  cow,  with  a 

bell  round  her  neck.     The  two  Pieadaru  (the 

•  fn  throwing  cot  theee  reflections,  the  anther  by  ""•n  who  were  appoint^  to  fight  the  furioua  ani- 

ao  means  wishes  to  Insinuate,  that  It  Is  Improper.  Jn  male)  now  appeared,  dreaaed  in  leathern  gaitera, 

every  Instance,  to  kill  any  of  the  Inferior  sjilmsls  j  thick  lMih#rn»>f««i«l»i-  «Tk  i*rk«t>  m>*pm«)  with 

hia  remarks  being  directed  solely  arstinst  the  prac-  "***  wtnern  t>reechea,  atlK  jsat«ta  covered  Willi 

ttceof  wantonly  malminf  or  dastroytnaihem  for  the  ■P^nglet,  and  caps  tormotmted  by  broad  brimmed 

enkeofmofBsiwiorjmi^^^  white  hata;  each  rode  amiaerable  hack,  and 

where  It  mAy  appear  expedient  or  necessary,  to  ex-  «..^^  •«  ui   i.    j  ^  i         ^^      -.i.           j    * 

tirpate  a  portion  of  the  wlnul  tribes,  It  appeara  «*'"ed  in  hia  hand  a  long  pole,  with  a  goad  at 

aome  what  atnnire,  (hat  fenOemen  should  be  the  vo-  the  end.    Aa  aoon  aa  they  were  prepared,  a  door 

liuktary  agenu  employed  In  this  work  of  destruction,  ^as  onened  end  the  fkdt  hull  mahad  in      fn  Am 

a.id  thai  their  mimis  shoiiM  be  so  rattch  absorbed  In  ^^  ^^Tll          .It?  #?.  *        i        j  /     u 

tho  satlafoecion  whteh  It  ereates.    One  wouM  have  courae  of  the  conteat,  I  felt  BrM  alarmed  for  the 

tho^urtic  that  the  very  towest  class  of  the  eommnnlty  men,  and  then  for  the  horaaa.     Soon  the  aeei- 

fvoald  have  been  selected  for  this  purpose,  as  there  (!*.*•  «r  tk^  ...«■»  ..tilvJMi.*  «..  ...:«..  t^..^  «l^ 

Is  scmetbln^  naturally  revolting  in  theemployment  ?*"*"  "  *°*  ™*"  withdrew  my  ptfy  from  the 

of  destroying  the  Ufa  of  any  sensUive  being.  beasts ;  and,  latteriy,  by  a  imtural,  and  dreadAA 
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operailoii  of  the  mind,  I  lw|^  to  look  without  There werenuybair-^rMddiMnipMtOM of iIm 
iMKror  on  the  caluniliei  of  both.    The  nanDdr  •Bimtk  in  pureuit  ofa  mu,  leaped  ibe  bnmcf  oi 
of  the  fight  is  thos :— the  buU  rasbee  in,  ud  the  ereoa,  which  ii  about  ciglit  feet  hiith.    A 
makoi  an  altadi  severalty  upon  the  picadores,  seeond  boiD  was  still  OMirelhriMn,  nndnadc  HMre 
who  repuise  him;  he  being  always,  upon  these  tresseodous  attacks.  In  one  ofthese  he  pinned  the 
occasions,  wounded  in  the  iMck;  liter  a  few  reo-  nan  aad  horse  against  the  barriers,  got  hie  boras 
counters,  he  becomes  somewhat  shy;    but  at  nndertbe  horse,  and  Uwerated  bin  drendfiiity; 
the  same  time,  when  he  does  rush  on,  he  is  in  a  moment  afienfards,  he  lifted  him  up,  and 
doubly  dangerous.     He  follows  np  the  attadi,  threw  the  man  with  such  ferce*  throng  one  ol 
and  frequently  succeeds    in  orerthrowing  both  the  apetturas,  as  to  kill  him  oa  the  spot.    H« 
horse  and  rider.      As  kmg  as  the  honw  has  was  borne  past  the  box  in  which  we  were  with 
strength  to  bear  the  picadore,  he  is  obliged  to  bis  teeth  set,  and  his  side  covered  with  blood; 
ride  him.    This  moraiog  one  of  these  wretched  (he  hone  staggered  oat  spouting  astrenm  (tf'fQre 
animalii  was  ferctMl  to  charge,  twA  Ass gut» hang'  from  his «hest.  The  remaiaiag  pisader  renewed 
ing  infegtootu  behoem  hi»  legt  I    His  belly  was  the  charge,  and  vtutbgr^amMini  mA  sbsiiftip  tals 
again  ripped  open  by  the  buU,  and  he  feH  for  <^  d^ad  wum*t  place.    One  ef  these  had  his 
dead ;  but  the  attendants  obliged  him  to  rise  and  horse's  diin  dreadibUy  ripped  off  his  side,  and 
crawl  out !     This  seems  the  cruellest  part  of  the  whenhe  breathed,  tha  mtnUa  tmdUd^mitf  tkt 
business ;  for  the  men  almost  always  escape ;  but  Aots ;  to  prevent  which,  the  rider  got  off  and  stofr 
the  blood  and  ttfffering$  qf  tJurtom  hone$  wen  «d  in  his  podtet  handkerchief,"  Ite.*^— '•  I  bars 
emhihUed  in  the  ehort  epoce  of  two  houn.    Four  teen,"  says  Bourgoing,  *'  eight  or  ten  korees  lora, 
men  were  hurt ;  one  who  was  entirely  overturn-  and  their  bellies  ripped  open,  fell  and  expire  in 
ed  with  his  horse  upon  him,  was  carried  out  like  the  field  of  battle.     Sometimes  these  horses,  ai- 
a  corpse ;  but  the  spectators,  totally  diiregarding  fecting  models  of  patiencej  of  coomge,  of  docility 
thie  mdaneholy  aight,  touted  fir  hU  oompanian  —present  a  spectacle,  at  which  it  maybe  aBow- 
to  renew  the  aUadc,     The  bull  aAcr  his  first  rage  Bible  to  shudder.    Too  see  them  tread  mider  their 
and  subsequent  fury  during  many  rounds,  begins  fe«t,  their  own  bloody  entmils,  hanging  out  of 
to  feel  weakness,  and  declines  further  attadis  on  their  open  sides,  and  still  obey,  fer  none  time  the 
the  horsemen.    Upon  this,  a  loud  shout  re-echoes  hand  that  guides  diom." 
through.ihe  theatre,  and  some  of  the  attendants  Such  are  the  amusements  which,  in  SpnsS| 
advance  and  stick  his  gored  neck  full  of  arrows  feseinaie  all  ranks  of  the  eommmiity,  fiom  the 
which  cause  him  to  wriSu  abovi  in  gnat  torment,  prince  to  the  peasant.    Tomg  ladies^  old  omb, 
When  the  efforts  he  makes  under  these  sufferings  servant  girls,  and  people  of  all  ages  and  all  cha- 
have  considerably  ^>ent  bis  strength,  the  oorregi-  racters  are  present.    The  art  of  kiDing  a  but, 
dur  makes  a  motion  with  his  hand,  and  the  which  seems  exdosivdy  to  be  the  business  of  a 
trumpets  sound  as  a  signal  to  the  matador  to  dc-  botcher,  is  gravely  discussed  and  exalted  with 
spatch  him.     This  is  a  service  which  requires  transport,  not  only  by  the  rabble,  bni  by  men  of 
great  skill  and  bravery;  for  the  madness  of  the  a^DM,  and  by  women  6f  delicacy.     The  day  of 
bull,  and  the  torture  he  endures,  prompt  him  to  ■  bull-fight  is  a  day  of  solemnity  fer  the  whole 
destroy  everyone  mround.      The  matador  ad-  canton.    **  The  people  come,**  says  Bonr^gofinf, 
vances  with  a  red  cloak  m  one  hand,  and  a  sword  '*  from  ten  and  twebe  leagues  distance.    Ttiear- 
in  the  other.    He  enrages  the  bull  with  the  cloak,  tisan  who  can  with  diflicultj  earn  cueugh  lor  his 
till,  at  length  getting  opposite  to  him,  he  rushes  aubsistence,  has  always  suficient  to  pay  fer  the 
forward,  and  the  swoitl  pierces  his  spinal  mar-  bulUfighc    Wo  be  to  the  chastity  of  a  young  gii) 
row,  or  what  is  more  common,  is  buried  !o  the  hilt  whose  poverty  excludes  her !  The  man  who  pays 
in  his  neck ;  upon  which  he  tunis  aside,  at  first  for  ker  admittance,  will  be  her  first  seducer,  hie 
moaning,  but  a  torrent  of  blood  gushes  from  his  Indeed  a  very  striking  si^ht,  to  see  all  the  inhn- 
mouth ;  and  he  staggers  round  the  arena,  and  bitants  assemble  rotmd  the  circus,  wailing  the 
falls.     The  trumpets  sound ;  three  mules,  oma-  aignal  for  die  fight,  and  V)eering  m  Anr  eatmier 
mented  with  ribbons  and  flags,  appear,  to  drag  ^^f^  eignofimpaUenee,**    There  is  not  atcmu 
the  wretched  vKtim  out  1)y  the  horns,  and  the  In  Spain,  but  what  has  a  large  square  for  the  pur- 
horsemen  to  prepare  fer  the  attack  of  a  fresh  P^*"®  of  exhibiting  bull-fights ;  and  it  is  said,  that 
animal."  even  the  poorest  inhabitants  of  the  saoaUesi  valb. 
"  In  the  evening  the  show  began  at  half-past  9^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  together,  in  order  to  procure  a 
fcur,  and  ten  bulls  were  bi«|i]ght  forward.    To  ^^^  ^  '^  ^*  *t^  %^^  ^^"^  riding  upon  asses 
tame  them  before  the  matador  approached,  a  new  ^  ^^'t*'  ^  horses.f    Can  a  spirit  of  pure  bene* 
expedient  was  resorted  to,  most  infamously  croel, 

namely,  the  ooverini(  of  the  darts  with  sulphur  *  Travels  through  Spain  and  part  of  Porti«Bl  Im 

and  fireworks.    The  torments  of  thiiM  w«r«  .a  ^^^  ^^^-  '•  PI*-  W-^>-   A  more  cireumstantial  ac- 

drandfiil    »k.    ti^  --i-I-uJl         .       were  SO  count  of  the«e  fights,  and  In  perfect  scconlwice  with 

drsadtiil,  ttat  tb«  animals  whose  strength  was  the  above  description,  may  be  seen  In  IkniryDiag'u 

firesh,  raged  about  tembiy,  so  that  the  assistants  **  Modem  State  of  6pain,*'  vol.  n.  pn.  a«s-«». 

weie  forced  te  usp  sr^t  a«ilitv  tn  mi  r»wn  »k„«.  '  '*  *•  "^  '*••*  *^""  *''**■  *•"  proLiwted  in  itat 

w<7i«  iw«iu ir  usp  great  aguiiy  togetrrem  them,  tethedeep  rtgrett^Ou meet  ntmeroue  part^Ai 
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«ol«Bee  bo  geoenl  MMmg  a  people  aiddieted  to  thoj  are  cdcqlated  to  aeooinplkh  7    To  eabibit 

•uoh  cruel  and  ^sairage  amuiements !  And,  need  dittorted  riewt  of  the  wenee  of  naturei  acd  of 

we  wonder  to  find,  thai  troope  oTlawleei  banditti  human  eocietj ;  to  foster  superttitioue  notion*  ; 

are  oontioually  prowlinf  among  the  mountains  to  inspire  the  minds  of  the  young  with  an  inordi- 

and  forests  of  ttmt  country,  committii^  murders  sate  desire  after  worldly  honour  and  distinction ; 

and  deoredations  ?    One  of  the  authors  just  now  to  set  befere  them,  an  an  altimate  object,  the 

quoted,  when  alluding  to  bandiiti,  and  detailing  aplendour  and  felicity  of*'  riding  in  a  coach  and 

tlie  incidents  which  occurred  on  his  route  <o  six;*'and  to  familiarise  their  minds  to  chivalrous 

Madrid,  says,  "  In  this  country  it  is  impoesiUe  exploits,  and  lo  soeuea  of  botdiery  and  rerenge. 

lodtstinguisb  friends  from  foes,  as  all  traveUeia  If  we  gianoe  at  the  popular  literary  worlds  of 

go  welt  armed.    We  met  just  here  half  a  duxen  the  present  day,  intended  fi>r  the  amusement  of 

horsemen,  many  of  whom  had  swords  and  pistols,  children  of  a  larger  growth,  wo  shall  find  many 

and  we  afierwanls  saw  peasants  riding  on  asses,  of  them  imbued  with  a  similar  spirit,  and  haTtng 

armed  in  the  same  way.    A  few  leagues  further  a  nmilar  tendency.    What  is  it  that  just  now 

on,  we  met  a  strong  detachment  of  cavalry  patrol-  &sctnates  our  literary  loungers,  our  polished 

ing  the  road,  in  consequence  qf  a  daring  robbery,  gentry^  our  educated  ^ales,  nay,  all  ranks  of 

which  had  just  been  committed  on  a  nobleman  Uie  communiiy,  fitmi  the  dignified  dergymaa  to 

who  was  bringing  his  bride  to  court  from  Bacre-  the  humble  weaver,  and  which  threatens  to  de- 

lona.    He  had  a  numerous  retinue ;  the  banditti  siroy  all  relish  for  plain  unTarnished  &ets,  and 

were  twetre  in  number,  and  completely  armed."  for  substantial  knowledge?     The    novels  of 

Waverley,  Guy  Msanering,  Rob  Roy,  Tsles  of 

If  we  now  take  a  curKtry  glance  at  our  my  Lwdlord,  The  Fortunes  of  Nigel,  St.  Ro- 

POPULAB*i.rTSftABTwOEXS,  andatsereralof  nan's  Well,  Marmion,   The  Corsair,  CbiWe 

our  publications  mtended  (or  the  mirs«ry,  we  Harold,  and  a  shoal  ofsnnilar  publications,  which 

shall  find  thai  a  goodly  portion  of  them  is  stamp-  ve  daily  issuing  from  the  press.    And  what  is 

od  with  the  character  of  frivolity  and  cfmaUgm-  tbe  general   temlency  of  the  great  majority  «f 

ty.    When  the  young  mind  is  just  beginning  to  •^^  «r«rks  1    To  distort  and  caricature  the  fkcts 

expand,  instead  of  being  irradiated  with  the  of  real  history ;  to  gratify  a  romantic  imagina- 

beams  of  unadulterated  truth,  a  group  of  distort-  t>on ;  to  pamper  a  depraved  mental  appetite ;  to 

ed  and  unsubstantial  Images,  which  have  no  pro-  «'cite  a  disrelish  for  the  existing  scenes  of  na- 

Cotypes  in  nature,  is  presented  lo  the  view  of  the  t"re,  and  for  the  authenticated  facts  which  have 

intellect,  as  the  groundwork  of  iu  future  progress  occurred  in  the  history  of  mankind  ;  to  hold  up 

in  wisdom  and  knowledge.    Instead  of  the  sim-  ▼«»»ble  characters  to  derision  and  contempt ; 

pTe  and  sublime  precepto  of  Christian  benevo-  to  excite  admiration  of  the  exploits  and  the  ma- 

lence,  the  wiU  and  romantic  notions  connected  Mgnanl  principles  of  those  rude  chieftains  and 

with  chivalry,  the  si^Mrsiitions  of  the  dark  ages,  barbarous  heroes,  whose  names  ought  to  descend 

and  the  love  of  false  heroism,  and  of  military  *»»<>  ©wlasiing  oUirion ;  torovire  the  revenge- 

glory,  are  atfempted  to  be  indelibly  riveted  on  ^^  •P^t  of  the  dark  ages ;  to  undermine  a  sacred 

the  minds  of  the  young.    What  else  can  be  ex-  '•fwd  for  tnsth  and  moral  principle,  which  arc 

pocted,  when  such  legends  and  romances  as  the  the  basis  of  the  happiness  of  the  intelligent  uni* 

following,  occupy  the  principal  psri  of  the  nur-  ▼•»»• ;  "n*!  to  throw  a  fiilse  glory  over  scenes  of 

•ery  library  ?—Bhie  Btard;  Gftiderella;  Tom  ~Pm».  ^  bloodshed,  and  of  devastation.— To 

Thumb ;  Jadt  ika  QianUKUUr ;  Valentine  and  ■<»*>  'wks,  and  to  their  admirers,  we  might  ap- 

Orsons  TheSwn  OkotpionM  of  ChiMigndom ;  P^J  *•  '"O"**  ©f  ^  ancient  Prophet:  "He 

Robin  Hood;   Goody  Two-Sboes;  Puss  In  fe«ieih  on  csfcsi  ,•  a  deceived  heart  hath  turned 

Boots;  Sinbad  the  Sailor;  Aladdin,  or,  the  bim  aside,  that  he  cannot  say,  Is  there  not  a  Ha 

Wonderful  Lamp ;  Thakba,  or,  the  Destroyer ;  ^  »7  ng^t  band  7" 

The  Biood-Red  Knight ;  The  Maid  and  tho  u  jp^t,  mre,  to  hxtq  a  ftmcied  ease. 

Magpie ;  /Vmy  Taietf  and  a  long  liet  of  similar  Tliat  never  did,  nor  can  take  plec^ 

UI»  .»d  »»»«.«,««,  improring  «rf  im-  A^'  IK  •iSSiTnlifi!?/'^ 

portant !    Such  works  are  published,  even  al  the  it  madness  In  IM  greatest  height, 

present  time,  not  only  in  a  Lilliputian  sixe,  to  Or  I  mistake  tbemaiter  qnlte^— ITfMc 

tfait  the  lower  ranks  of  the  community,  but  in  a  

atylo  of  splendour  and  elegance,  calculated  to  To  affirm,  thai  it  Is  necessary  for  the  eotertah»- 

Ihscinate  the  highest  drdes  of  society.  Ten  then-  ■»•»»'  «f  »he  human  mind,  to  have  recouse  to  ficti- 

•andeofcopiesofsuch  publications,  are  present-  <««■  scenes  and  narratives,  and  to  the  wiM 

ly  in  ctreulatiohi  throu^out  every  part  of  tho  VH^i^w  «f  •»  «n*>'»**^»»MW»*»<»» "» »  •ff«cl< 

British  empire  t-^ad  what  is  the  great  object  ^  ^^"^  •  reflection  upon  the  plana  and  the  con- 
duct «if  the  Creator.     It  implies,  that,  in  the 

no/fofi ;  but  another  entertnlnnient.  calledjletai  d!t  scenes  of  nature  which  surround  us,  both  in  the 


retain  e<1  and  it  Is  net  improbable,  that,  bj  this  time,      .         ^..  .  ^   . 

Ilta  true  bullfight  has  been  sgain  revlred.  tiona  of  his  moral  govemoMM  aoMmg  mtn,  God 
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tas  noi  produced  «  wlDctoiit  n^otj  of  intarait-  and  uiiiMiioii,  will  lopp^  o^  with  eatertdb* 

in^  o»|eaU  for  theoontantpUtion,  the  iiulnictioo,  neat  ecarcely  inferior  to  Uwt  of  the  beet  wriicii 

Aod  the  eviertaiDineiit  of  thi»  hunMS  race— «nd  novel ;  and  it  is  the  reader*!  own  lauh,  if  be  do 

chat  the  tjetem  of  the  moral  and  phy tical  world  not,  from  mch  aouroat,  derive  moral  instruction, 

must  be  dietorted  and  deranged,  and  iie  eoenomy  8uoh  adventnrei  aa  thooe  uf  Muufp  Parit  in 

miarepresented  and  blended  with  the  creatians  of  Africa,  and  Captain  Coehrane  in  Siberia,  and 

human  folly,  before  its  loenery  be  rendered  fit  such  narrntiTes  as  those  of  Byron,  BtUmoi 

to  gratify  the  depcaved  and  fastidious  tastes  of  Pierre  Viaud,  Anson,  Cook,  Bligh,  Peronne, 

mankind.*    And  is  it  indeed  true,  that  there  is  and  others,  abound  with  so  many  striking  and 

not  a  sufficient  twrte^  to  gratify  a  rofaanal  mind  affecting  incidents,  that  the  raader'a  attentios  in 

in  the  eatUtimg  sotnss  of  creation  and  providence?  kept  alive,  and  h'e  feels  as  lively  an  interest  in 

If  we  survey  the  Alpine  scenes  of  nature ;  if  we  the  &le  of  the  sdventureia,  as  is  usually  felt  in 

explore  the  wonders  of  the  ocean ;  if  we  pene*  that  of  the  fictitiooa  hero  of  a  novel,  or  a  lo- 

trate  into  the  subterraneous  recesses  of  the  glebe ;  mance. 


if  we  direct  our  view  to  the  numerous  obiecu  of       If  man  were  only  the  creature  of  a  day,  wfaona 
sublimity  and  of  beauty  to  oe  found  in  every    whole  existence  was  confined  within  thA  limits 


country ;  if  we  investigate  the  structure  and  of  this  sublunary  scene,  he  might  amuse  himnsif 

economy  of  the  animal  end  the  vegetable  tribes ;  either  with  &cts  or  with  fictions,  or  with  any 

if  we  raise  our  eyes  to  the  rolling  orbs  of  heaven ;  toys  or  gewgaws  that  happened  to  strike  his 

if  we  kmk  back  to  the  generations  of  old,  and  fancy  while  he  glided  down  the  stream  of  time  to 

trace  the  history  of  ancient  nations ;  if  we  con-  the  gulf  of  oblivion.    But  if  he  is  a  being  dcatin- 

template  the  present  state  of  civilixed  and  of  ed  for  eternity,  the  train  of  his  ihooghti  c«ght 

savage  tribes,  and  the  moral  icenery  which  is  to  be  directed  to  objects  oorrssponding  to  his 

every  where  displayed  around  us — shall  we  not  high  destination,  and  all  his  amusements  blended 

find  a  sufficient  variety  of  every  thing  which  is  with  those  moral  infractions  which  have  an  ut 

calculated  to  interest,  to  instrtict,  and  to  euUrUun  timate  referrace  to  the  scene  of  bis  immoftal 

a  rational  mind  7  I  am  bold  to  affirm,  that  wer«  existence.    When  I  read  one  of  oar  modem 

a  proper  selection  made  of  the  faeU  connected  novels,  I  enjoy,  for  a  fow  hems,  a  transiiory 

with  the  system  of  nature,  and  with  the  history  amueement,  in  contemplating  the  sosoea  i^finqr 

and  the  present  stale  of  human  looieiy,  and  were  it  displays,  and  in  following  the  hero  throngk 

the  sketches  of  such  &cts  executed  by  the  hand  his  numerous  adventures ;  I  admire  the  Ibroa 

of  a  master,  and  interspersed  with  rational  and  and  brilliancy  of  the  imaginalion  of  the  writer 

moral  reflections— vohimes  might  be  presented  to  (for  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to  nndenmte  tho 

the  public,  ik>  less  entertaining,  and  certainly  &r  intellectual  talent  which  has  pnMluced  some  «l 

more  instructive,  than  all  the  novels  and  roman-  the  works  to  which  J  allude,)  but  when  I  hnvn 

ces  which  the  human  imaginalion  has  ever  pro-  finished  the  perusal,  and  refieet,  that  all  the 

duced ;  and  that,  too,  without  distorting  a  single  scenes  which  passed  before  my  mental  eye,  wen 

&ct  in  the  system  of  nature  or  of  human  society,  only  so  msny  unsubstantial  images,  the  fiotiona 

or  exciting  a  sentiment  of  admiration  or  of  ap-  of  a  lively  imagination-  I  cannot  indulge  in  ra- 

probation  of  the  exploits  of  warriors.    If  we  wuh  lional  or  rdigious  refiections  on  llie  subject,  nor 

to  be  amused  widi  entertaining  narrations  and  derive  a  single  moral  instracticn,any  saore  than 

novel  scenee,  the  narratives  of  adventurous  voy-  I  can  do  fiwn  a  dream  or  a  vision  of  the  night, 

agera  and  travellers,  when  written  with  spirit  When  I  survey  the  scenes  of  creation ;  when  I 

.^    ^,.  read  the  history  of  anciett  nations ;  when  I  pe> 

given  in  Haslltt's  "Spirit  of  the  Afre,  or  Contempo-  traveller ;  when  I  search  the  recoras  of  reveia^ 

rary  Portraits  "  "  His  mind  receives  and  treasures  tion ;  and  when  I  contemplate  the  present  sUta 

up  every  tiling  brought  to  it  by  tradition  or  custom—  ^  «!;.•,  .^nn^l  wn» T  U.Mt  .on^ilinM  «f  Am 

It  does  not  project  itself  beyond  this  into  the  world  «  •«n«iy  around  me, — I  leam  someinmg  ol  the 

unknown,  but  tner.hanlcally  shrinks  back  as  from  character,  the  attributes,  and  the  providence  |d 

Jl!lh?^*«n~i  !lISil!II?iir.'^"  ^^^^%  »•'««»«■  God,  and  of  the  moral  and  physical  state  of  mB». 

to  his  apprehension  like  Fan  JDiflnoft**  Zand,  bar*  fV-o  »_-  j  i« 

ren,  miserable,  distant,  a  place  of  exile,  the  dreary  "*""•    **  "*™  almost  every  scene,  and  twery  m> 

abode  of  savages,  convicts,  aod  adventurers.   Sir  cident,  I  can  deduce  instructions  calculated  to 

Walter  would  make  a  bad  hand  of  a  description  of  nmmnt*  i k«  m*m>h«  AThtimUit* *- «r^i. 

the  muunnium,  unless  he  would  lay  the  scene  in  P^"«»  ">«  •«««»«  oThumHity,  meekness,  grmt- 

Scotland  loo  years  ago;  and  then  be  would  want  ^ude,    and   re8ignation*-to   lead  the  mud  to 

£S5?J?r**  ^o"n-«aJin  W*.*'"?«'\"  "*  »"N»«"  Ws  God  as  the  source  of  felicity,  and  as  the  rigbto- 

drooping  style.     Our  historical  novelist  flrmly  _,,_  *^.«^  .^  .u^  -m-uIL^i  •-.  :,.„>>■■  Am 

thinks,  that  nothing  is  bat  what  A«  teen-^thst  tlw  **•  governor  ttf  the  worU— and  to  wprass  Iha 

moral  world  stands  atiU,  as  the  material  one  was  heart  with  a  sense  of  the  folly  and  depravi^  (k 

BUppoaed  to  do  of  old— and  that  we  can  never  get  mmn      Rut  it  ■■  nkviAi^  th^t  nn  ^fkiiAei 

beyond  the  point  whera  we   actually  are,  wlib-  T"'    tsuiii  isonvimi^  inai  no  dwmct 


out  utter  destnietlon,  thongh  every  thing  dianges  instructions  can  be  &irly  deduced  fi-om 

and  wtll  change,  ftrora  what  It  was  seo  yeare  ago  circumstancee,  andeventa  *«  which  never 

and  what  it  Is  now ,  from  what  it  Is  now,  to  all  -,_  ,.1,^  «i«-.  »> e.i^k  k«»«.—  ;.  «•  - 

that  the  bigoted  admicer  of  the  good  okl  ttmea  most  **"  ^**  P'**^*"  —Such  however  h,  at  prescat 

treads  and  hatea  **  the  tkle  of  public  opinion  on  thk  iOhieet,  thalna 
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migAt  w  BOOH  attMnpt  to  •leni  a  mountain  toiw  m  hm  their  q>irtte  takm  (nair  fli^  into  the 

r«it  by  a  braaUi  of  wind,  ot  to  interrupt  the  world  unlcnown,  then  wbforipiioiM  are  set  on 

daihinge  of  a  niightj  cataract  by  the  wiiving  of  Ibot,  etatuee  and  mausolanmt  are  erected,  flat- 

our  hand,  ai  to  expect  to  counteract,  by  any  tering  inecriptioos  are  engrired  on  their  tooibe, 

ooaiideratton«  that  can  be  adduced,  the  current  and  anoivemary  dinnere  are  appointed  to  eel** 

of  popular  feoiiag  in  Ikvour  of  noveb,  and  tales  iMrate  iheir  memoriee.    Such  diiplaya  of  liberali- 

of  knights,  and  of  toumamenU;  of  warlike  chie^  ty  might  hare  been  of  essential  l»enefit  to  the 

tains,  and  military  encounters.    Such  a  state  of  individuals,  while  they  sojourned  within  the  limits 

feeling,  I  presume,  never  can  exist  in  a  world  of  this  sublunary  sphere;  but  they  are  altogether 

where  moral  otU  has  nerer  shed  its  malign  iin  fiitile  and  saperfluoot  in  relation  to  the  separate 

fluence.  spirits,  which  are  now  placed  forever  beyond  the 

Again,  if  we  consider  the  sentiments  and  the  reach  of  such  vain  pageantry  and  posthnraoui 

conduct  of  many  of  our  £lCm»3f  mid  Seunti^  honours. 

tkaraeUnt  we  shall  find  that  even  philosophy  has  If  we  now  attend,  for  a  UttlO)  to  theFmot  Cecils 
had  very  little  influence,  in  counteracting  the  of  civilised  nations,  we  shall  find  them,  not 
stream  of  malignity,  and  promoting  the  exeicise  only  glaringly  deficient  in  a  spirit  of  benevdenoe, 
of  benevolenoe.  Do  not  many  of  our  literary  eha-  but  deeply  imbued  with  a  spirit  of  cruelty  and 
laeteis  in  their  disputes  frequently  display  as  keen  revenge.  Tbe  great  object  of  aH  oivtl  'punisb- 
losentmmits,  and  as  malevolent  dispusitioos,  as  ments  ought  to  be,  not  only  tbe  prevention  of 
the  processed  warrior,  and  the  man  of  the  work!  ?  crimes,  but  also  the  reformation  of  the  criminal, 
and  have  they  not  some  times  resorted  even  to  in  order  that  a  conviction  of  the  evil  of  his  con- 
horsewhips  and  to  pistob  to  decide  their  oon-  duct  may  be  impressed  upon  his  mind,  and  that 
tests?  In  proof  of  this,  need  I  refer  to  the  ha  may  be  restored  to  society  as  a  renovated  cha- 
gentlemen  now  dr  fimnerly  connected  with  the  racter.  When  punishments  are  inflicted  with  a 
"  Edinburgh  Mancine,'*  **  Blackwood's  Maga-  degree  of  severity  iMyond  what  is  necessary  to 
sine, "  the  **  London  Magazine^"  the  **  Ctuartnly  accomplish  these  ends,  the  code  which  sanctions 
Review,*  and  other  periodical  worits-^and  to  the  them,  becomes  an  engine  of  cruelty  and  of  injua- 
mean  jealousies  aiid  contentions  which  have  tMe.  But,  the  reformation,  and  the  ultimato 
been  displayed,  and  the  scurrikius  paragraphs  happiness  of  the  criminal,  never  seem  to  have 
which  have  been  written  by  various  descriptions  been  once  taken  bto  consideration,  in  the  coiH 
of  competitors  for  literary  &nie?  Such  a  display  struction  of  ihe  criminal  codes  of  any  nation  in 
of  temper  and  conduct  in  men  of  professed  erudi-  Europe.  The  infliction  of^Nnn,  and  even  of  lor 
tion,  is  not  only  inconsistont  with  moral  princi*  Aire,  and  of  every  thing  that  is  degrading  and 
pie,  and  the  dignity  of  true  science,  but  has  a  horrible,  to  a  degree  fiir  beyond  what  ii  necessary 
tendency  to  hoM  up  philoeophy  and  substantial  for  the  security  of  the  public,  and  which  has  no 
knowledge  to  the  scorn  and  contempt  both  of  the  other  tendency  than  to  harden  the  culprit,  seema 
Christian  and  of  the  political  world.  to  have  been  the  great  okject  of  the  framers  of 

Again,  is  it  an  evmenee  that  benevolence  our  penal  statotes.    If  a  man  baa  committed  an 

forms  a  prominent  character  of  tnodem  civilixed  offence  against  society,  he  is  either  confined  to  a 

society,  when  philanthropists,  who  have  devoted  jail,  thrown  into  a  dungeon,  loaded  with  irons, 

their  substonoe  and  their  mental  activities  to  ibe  whipped  through  the  streets,  banished  to  a  dia- 

promotion  of  the  best  intorests  of  mankind ;  and  tant  land,  hung  upon  a  gallows,  or  brokSi  on  the 

when  men  of  science,  who  have  enlarged  the  wheel.    No  system  of  moral  regimen,  calculated 

sphere  of  our  knowledge,  and  improved  the  useful  to  countrract  his  criminal  habits,  to  impart  in- 

arts,  are  suffered  to  pine  away  in  penury  and  neg-  struction  to  his  mind,  and  to  induce  habits  of  in* 

lect,  and  to  descend  into' the  grave,  without  even  dustry  and  temperance,  (except  in  a  lew  insulated 

a  "  frail  memorial**  to  mark  tbe  spot  where  their  eases)  has  yet  been  arranged  by  our  legislators, 

mortal  remains  are  deposited ;  while,  on  the  so  as  to  render  punishment  a  blessing  to  the  cri» 

warrior,  who  has  driven  the  ploughshare  of  d^  minml^  and  to  the  community  which  he  has  injursd. 
stmction  through  the  workl,  and  wounded  the        The  following  circumstances,  in  relation  to 

peace  of  a  thouHUid  families,  enormous  pensions  punishments,  manifest  a  principle  both  of  fclk 

are  bestowe^,  and  trophies  erected  to  perpetuate  and  of  malignity  in  the  arraagements  of  our  civ 

bis  memory  to  fiiture  generations?  And  how  minal   jurisprudence.— In  the   firat  place,  the 

oomes  it  to  pass,  if  benevolence  and  justice  present  system  of  our  prison  discipline,  instead 

be  distinguishing  fbatores  of  our  age  and  nation,  of  operating  to  prevent  the  increase  of  crime, 

that  authors,  whose  writings  aflcwd  instruction  has  a  direct  and  inevitable  taadency  to  produea 

and  entertainment  to  a  nwnerous  public,  are  fr^  vice  and  wretchedness,  and  to  render  our  jails 

4|nently  suffered  to  pine  aivay  in  anxiety  and  di»>  the  nuneriee  of  every  depraved  propensity,  and 

tress,  and  to  remain  in  hopelem  indigence,  while  of  every  species  of  moral  turpitude.    Prom  tha 

publishers  and  booksellen  are  fiutening  on  the  indiscriminate  association  of  the  young  and  tha 

fruit  of  their  labours?  Tet,  while  we  leave  them  dd,  and  of  persons  charged  with  every  degree  m 

to  lenaln  in  algeet  ponmy,  during  life,— no  boon-  criminality,  the  youthfiil  and  inexperienced  ou]- 
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prit  is  fooD  tutored  ia  all  the  ai1aorfraiid,<leoep*  ,  In  tbe  next  plaoe,  efte  «)h«0fta«^  antf 
tion,  and  robbery,  and  prepared  for  acting  a  more  etuMn  which  are  frequently  inflicted  upon 
con^picooua  and  atrocious  part  on  the  theatre  of  minals,  are  tnooosisteat  with  every  principle  o' 
crime.  '*!  nake  ho  acrupte  to  affirm,"  aaya  reason  and  of  justice,  and  revoltinf  to  every  feel- 
Mr.  Howard,  "  thiU  if  it  were  ihe  aim  and  wish  ing  of  humanity.  If  the  forieiture  of  life  ought, 
of  magistrates  tO'effect  the  destruction,  present  in  any  case,  to  be  resorted  lo  as  the  puniffament 
end  future,  of  young  delinquents,  they  couTd  not  of  certain  crimes,  humanity  dictates,  that  it  shooM 
desire  a  more  effectual  mothod  than  to  confine  be  accompanied  with  as  Utile  pain  as  poesible  bi 
them  in  our  prisons."  Of  die  truth  of  this  po-  Ihe  unfortunate  criminal.  But  man,  even  cnifi- 
sition,  the  reader  will  find  an  ample  and  impress-  sed  man^  has  glutted  his  savage  diaposition  by 
ive  proof  in  the  Honowuble  T.  F.  Buxton's  inventing  tortures  lo  agonize  his  fdk»w  man,  at 
"  Inquiry  whether  crime  and  roiseiy  are  praduo-  which  humanity  shudders.  It  is  no^  enou^ 
ed  or  prevented  by  our  present  system  of  Prison  that  a  poor  unfortumte  wretch,  in  the  prime  of 
Discipline."  life,  whom  depravity  has  hurried  to  the  oomoits- 
In  the  second  place,  the  disproportion  b^  siop  of  crime,  should  be  deprived  of  his  mortal 
Cween  crimes  and  pimishments,  and  (he  sangui-  existence,— his  soul  must  be  harrowed  up  at  the 
nary  character  of  every  civilized  code  of  penal  prospect  of  the  prolonged  torments  which  he 
statutes,  are  directly  repugnant  to  every  princi-  must  endure,  before  his  spirit  is  pomitled  lo 
pie  of  justice  and  benevolence.  The  punishment  take  its  flight  to  the  world  unknown.  Instead  of 
Ikssigned  by  the  law  to  the  man  who  steals  a  simply  strangling  or  beheading  the  onhappy  cri- 
sheep,  or  pilfers  a  petty  article  of  merchandise,  minal,  his  fledi  must  be  torn  with  pincers,  his 
is  the  same  as  that  which  it  inflicts  on  the  mie-  bones  dislocated,  his  hands  chopped  off,  or 
creant  who  has  imbrued  his  hands  in  his  father's  his  body  left  to  pine  away  in  exquisite  tonnente, 
Uood.  In  France,  prior  to  the  revolution,  the  amidst  devouring  flames.  In  Sweden,  ranrdcris 
punishmentof  robbery,  either  with  or  without  punished  by  beheadmg  and  quartering,  after  hav^ 
murder,  was  the  same  ;  and  hence  it  happened,  ing  previously  chopped  off  the  hand.  In  Ger* 
Chat  roU)ery  was  seldom  or  never  perpetrated  many,  P<riand,  Italy,  and  other  parts  of  the  ooo- 
wiifaout  murder.  For,  when  men  see  no  di^*  tinent,  it  was  customary,  and,  I  believe,  stffl  is, 
tinetion  made  in  the  nature  and  gradations  of  in  some  places,  to  put  criminals  to  death,  by 
punishment,  they  will  be  generally  led  to  coi^  breaking  them  alive  on  the  wheel.  The  feilnw- 
dude,  fiiat  Uiere  is  no  distinction  in  the  guilt.  In  ing  account  is  given,  by  a  traveller,  who  was  in 
our  own  country,  it  is  a  melancholy  truth,  that,  Berlin,  in  1819,  of  the  execution  of  a  nan  fer 
among  the  variety  of  actions  which  men  are  dai  ly  murder,  which  shows  that  the  execution  cf  crimK 
liable  to  commit,  no  lees  than  one  hundred  ani  nals,  in  Prussia,  is'fi'equently  distinguished  by  a 
iunl^  have  been  dedared,  by  act  of  parliament,  species  of  cruelty  worthy  of  the  worst  days  of 
to  be  felonies,  without  benefit  of  clergy ;  or,  in  the  inquisition.  Amidst  the  parade  of  execo- 
other  words,  to* be  worthy  of  instant  death.*  It  tioners,  officers  of  police,  and  other  judicial  an* 
is  an  indelible  disgrace  to  an  age  which  boasts  of  thoritCes,  the  beating  of  dnyms,  and  the  waving 
its  being  enlightened  with  the  beams  of  science  of  flags  and  colours,  the  criminal  mounted  the 
and  of  religion,  that  laws,  framed  in  an  ignorant  scaffold.  No  ministers  of  religion  appeared  to 
and  ba|harou8  age,  and  intended  to  apply  to  tem-  gild  the  the  horrors  of  eternity,  and  to  raolh  the 
porary  or  fortuitous  occurrences,  should  still  be  agonies  of  the  criminal ;  and  no  repentant  prayer 
acted  upon,  and  stand  unrepealed  in  the  criminal  closed  his  quivering  lips.  "  Never,"  says  the 
codes  of  the  nations  of  Burope,  in  the  19th  cen-  narrator,  "  shall  I  forget  die  one  bitter  kiok  of 
tury  of  the  Christian  ora,  when  so  many  distin-  imploring  agony  that  he  threw  around  him,  as  im- 
guished  writers  have  demonstrated  their  fiitility,  mediately  on  stepping  oti  the  scaflbld,  his  coat  vras 
their  injustice,  and  their  inadequacy  for  the  pre-  rudely  torn  from  off  his  shoulders.  He  was  then 
▼ention  of  crime.  For,  instead  of  diminishing  thrown  down,  the  cords  fixed  round  his  neck,  which 
Che  number  of  offenders,  experience  proves,  that  were  drawn  until  strangulation  almost  counaen- 
crimes  are  almost  uniformly  increased  by  an  un-  ced«  Another  executioner  then  approached,  bear- 
due  severity  of  punishment.  This  was  striking-  ing  in  his  hands  a  heavy  wheel,  bound  with  iron, 
ly  exemplified  in  the  reign  of  Henry  Vlll.  re-  with  which  he  violently  strudt  the  legs,  anna, 
roarkable  for  the  abundance  of  its  crimes,  which  and  diest,  and  lastly  the  head  of  the  crimimL  I 
certainly  did  not  arise  from  the  mildness  of  pu-  was  unfertunately  xmvc  eliongh  to  witness  his 
sisbmeot.  In  that  reign  alone,  says  his  historian,  mangled  and  bleeding  body  aiill  convulsed.  Ii 
esoeaty-tioo  thonadnd  mtcuHona  took  place,  for  was  then  carried  down  for  interment,  and,  in  lesa 
rohberies  alone,  exclusive  of  the  religious  mur-  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  from  the  beginning  d 
ders  which  are  known  to  have  been  numerous,  his  torture,  the  corpse  was  completely  covered 
■  amounting,  on  an  average,  to  iijr  mecutrnM  o  with  earth.  Several  large  stones,  which  vrere 
asy,  Sundays  induded,  during  the  whole  reign  of  thrown  upon  him,  hastened  his  last  gasp ;  As  isat 
Ihat  monarch.  mangled  into  eternity!" 

*  Bney  Brit  Art  Crimt  In  Rusiia«  the  tnveretC  ponishineDts  are  fr»> 
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qtieoUy  inffieted  for  the  moct  trivial  oflences.  what  tnv«n«rt  affirm  ra^Metiof  the  Roniansy 
*l*lie  knmti  b  ona  oC*  tho  moat  coouaoii  punish-  that  tbajr  are  vary  indifierant  aa  to  life  or  deadt, 
moiitt  in  that  eooatry.  Thia  inatninient  ii  and  uqdergo  capital  panidnnenta  with  uoparal* 
a  thong  made  of  tho  akin  of  an  elk  or  of  a  wild  leled  apaiby  and  indolence. 
ans,  so  hard  that  a  aingle  stroke  is  capable  of  Even  among  European  nations  more  ciriliieta 
cuttiug  the  ileah  to  the  bone.  The  foltowing  than  the  Russians,  similar  tortures  hare  been 
description  is  giren  by  Oleariut  of  the  manner  in  inflicted  upon  criminals.  The  execution  of />a- 
whidi  he  saw  the  knout  inflicted  on  eight  meni  iiri«fu,  in  1767, for  attempting  toaasasainateLouia 
and  one  leewaa.  only  for  selKng  brandy  and  to»  XV.  King  of  Francoi  was  accompanied  with 
bacoo  without  a  lioense.  *'  The  executioner's  tortures,  the  description  of  which  i»  sufiicieot  to 
man,  aAer  stripping  them  down  to  the  wast,  tied  harrow  up  the  feelings  of  the  moel  callous  mind 
'heir  feet,  and  took  one  at  a  time  on  bis  back.  -Morturea,  which  could  scarcely  have  been  e>- 
The  exeoutloaer  stood  at  three  paces  distance,  ceeded  in  intensity  and  variety,  although  they 
and,  springftig  fbrwanl  with  the  knout  in  hia  had  been  devised  and  executed  by  the  ingenuity 
band,— •whenever  he  struck,  the  blood  gushed  out  of  an  infernal  fiend.  And  yet|  they  were  beheld 
al  every  blow.  The  men  had  each  twenty-five  with  a  certain  degree  of  apathy  by  a  surrounding 
or  twenty-six  lasbea ;  the  woman,  though  only  populace ;  and  even  counsellors  and  physiciaoa 
aixteen,  fainted  away.  After  their  backs  were  could  talk  t<^ther  about  the  beat  mode  of  tearing 
thus  dreadfully  mangled,  they  were  tied  together  asunder  the  limbs  of  the  wretched  victim,  with  as 
two  and  two  \  and  thoae  who  sold  tobacco  having  much  composure  as  if  they  had  been  dissecting  a 
a  little  of  it,  and  thoae  who  sold  brandy  a  little  dead  subject,  or  carving  a  pullet.  Even  in  Bri- 
bottle  pot  about  their  necks ;  they  were  then  whip*-  tain,  at  no  distant  period,  similar  crueltiea  were 
ped  through  the  city  of  Peter^rgh  fer  about  a  practised.  Those  who  are  guilty  of  high  treaaoa 
mile  and  a  half,  and  then  brought  back  to  the  are  condemned,  by  our  law,  <*  to  be  hsAged  on  a 
place  of  their  punishment,  and  dismissed."  That  gallows  for  some  minutes ;  then  cot  down,  leMts 
is  what  is  termed  the  moderate  knout;  for  when  jreC  oKm,  the  heart  to  be  taken  out  and  exposed 
it  is  given  with  the  utmost  severity,  theexecu-  to  view,  and  the  entrails  burned.**  Though  the 
tioner,  striking  the  flank  under  the  ribs,  cuts  the  most  cruel  part  of  this  sentence  has  never  been 
flesh  to  the  bowels ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  no  woih  actually  inflicted  in  our  times,  yet  it  is  a  dis- 
der  that  many  die  of  this  inhuman  punishment.—  grace  to  Britons  that  such  a  statute  shouM  still 
The  punishment  of  the  pirates  and  robbers  who  stand  unrepealed  in  our  penal  code.— The  prao- 
infest  the  banks  of  the  Wolga,  U  another  act  of  tice,  too,  oif  lortuHng  supposed  criminals  for  the 
savage  cruelty  common  to  Russia.  A  float  is  purpose  of  extorting  a  confession  of  guilt,  was, 
built,  whereon  a  gallows  is  erected,  on  which  is  tilt  a  late  period,  common  over  all  the  countries 
fastened  a  number  of  iron  hooks,  and  oa  these  of  Europe ;  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  is  still  re» 
the  wretched  criminals  are  hung  alive  by  the  sorted  to,  in  several  parte  of  the  continent, 
ribs.  The  float  k  then  launched  into  the  stream,  Hence,  Baron  BielfeU,  in  his  "  Elements  of 
and  orders  are  given  to  all  the  towns  and  villages  Universal  Erudition,"  published  in  1770,  Uya 
on  the  borders  of  the  river,  that  none,  upon  pain  down  as  one  of  the  branches  of  criminal  jurispru- 
of  death,  shall  afford  the  least  relief  to  any  of  deuce,  *'  7^  dj^krent  hindi  of  tortunafor  (hg 
these  wretches.  These  malefiiotors  sometimes  duceivtrjf  of  truth,**  Such  a  practice  is  not  only 
hang,  in  this  manner,  three,  four,  and  even  five  cruel  and  unjust,  but  absurd  in  the  highest  de- 
days  alive.  The  pain  produces  a  raging  fever,  gree,  and  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  reason, 
in  which  they  otter  the  most  horrid  impreca-  For,  as  the  Marquis  Beccaria  has  well  observed, 
tions,  imploring  the  relief  of  water  and  other  **  It  is  confounding  all  relations  to  expect  that  a 
liquors.*  During  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Gkeat,  manshould  be  both  the  accuser  and  the  accused, 
the  robbers  who  infested  various  parts  of  his  do-  and  that  jmn  thmdtd  ho  th^trnt  of  truth ;  as  if 
minions,  particular^  the  banks  of  the  Wolga,  truth  resided  in  the  muscles  and  fibres  of  a  wretch 
were  hung  up  in  this  manner  by  hundreds  iad  in  torture.  By  this  method,  the  robust  will  es- 
tbousands,  and  left  to  perish  in  the  moot  dreadfel  cape,  and  the  feeble  be  condemned. — To  disco- 
manner.  Even  yet,  the  boring  of  the  tongue,  ver  truth  by  this  method,  is  a  problem  which  may 
and  the  catting  of  it  out,  are  practised  in  this  be  better  reeolved  by  a  mathematician  than  a 
country  as  an  inferior  species  of  pimishment.  judge,  and  may  bo  thus  stated :  TTho force  qf  tht 
Such  cruel  punishmento,  publicly  inflicted,  can  nnuelet  and  the  eeimbiUty  <^ihe  n^vet  of  an  m- 
have  no  other  tendeiioy  than  to  demoralise  the  nocetupenon  being  given^itie  requirtd  tojtnd  the 
minds  of  the  populace,  to  blunt  their  natural  feel-  degrto  ^pain  neeeeeary  to  maike  him  eoitfiu  Atm- 
ings,  and  to  render  criminal  characters  still  mora  e^fgwUtjf  of  a  given  erime,*** 
desperate :  and  henea  we  need  not  wonder  at 

*  See  BeocaiU's  -  Cssar  on  Crimes  and  Punish- 

nienu,'*p.sa.ss.  ThefbllowinstsaMefsaniroaiy 

•  See  IIaaway*t  **  Travels  through  Runlaand  of  the  prtnetpal  punishments  that  have  been  adopted 

Persia"— Salmon's  "  Prssent  State  or  sU  Nations,'*  by  men.  In  alflTeient  countries,  for  tormenting  and 

vol.  s.   Outhrle's  Geography,  *c  destrnjlng  each  other.    CapUcU  pnalshment»-ba 
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If  the  cosfined  limits  oftb^  praBsnt  work  had 
admitted,  I  might  have  proeeculed  these  iUiislra- 
tiom  to  a  much  greater  extent.    I  might  have 
Sracad  the  operations  of  malevolenee  in  ibe  practice 
of  that  most  shocking  and  abominable  traflici  the 
Stav§  TVode —  the  eternal  disgrace  of  individuats 
and  of  nations  calling  themselves  ovilizetL    This 
is  an  abomination  wliicb  has  been  encouraged 
by  almost  every  nation  in  Europe^  and  even  by 
the  enlightened  slates  of  America.     And  al- 
though Great  Britain  has  formally  prohibited,  by 
a  law,  thn  importation  of  slaves  frmn  Africa ; 
yet,  in  all  her  West  Indian  colonies,  slavery  in 
its  most  cruel  and  degrading  forms  still  exists ; 
and  every  proposition,  and  every  plan  for  resto- 
ring the  negroes  to  their  natural  liberty,  and  to 
the  rank  which  they  hoU  in  the  scale  of  exist- 
ence,  is  pertinadoQsly  resisted  by  gmtUmtn 
planters,  who  would  spurn  at  Uie  idea  of  being 
considered  as  either  iniSdels  or  barbarians.   They 
even  attempt  to  deprive  these  degraded  beings 
of  the  chance  of  obtaining  a  baf^ier  existence  in 
a  future  world,  by  endeavouring   to  withhold 
from  them  the  means  of  instruction,  and  by 
peraecuting  their  instructors.    **  In  Demerara 
alone  there  are  76,000  immortal  soub  linked  to 
sable  bodies,  while  there  are  but  8,500  whites ; 
aiMl  yet,  for  the  sake  of  these  three  thousand 
whites,  the  seventy-six  thousand,  with  aU  their 
descendants,  are  to  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  the 
way  of  salvation,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
procure  a  precarious  fortune  for  a  very  few  uuli- 
viduals  out  of  their  sweat  and  blood.'*    Is  such 
conduct  cjnsistent  with  the  spirit  of  benevolence, 
or  even  with  the  cdmmon  feelings  of  humanity  ? 


heading,  stnuiffUns,  crudflzlon,  drowning,  tromlng; 
roasting,  hanging  by  the  neck,  the  arm,  or  the  leff  t 
starving,  sawing,  exposing;  to  wild  beasts,  rending 
asunder  by  liorses  drawing  opposite  ways ,  shoot* 
tag,  tHirylng  alive,  blowins  from  the  mouth  of  a  can- 
non, cempmsory  deprivation  of  sleep,  rolling  on  a 
barrel  stuck  with  nails,  cutting  to  pieces,  hanging 
by  the  ribs,  poisoning,  prensing  slowly  to  death  t^ 
a  weight  laid  on  the  breast:  casting  headlong  from 
a  rock,  tearing  out  the  bowels,  pullinf  to  pieces  with 
red  hot  pincers,  stretching  on  the  rack,  breaking  on 
the  wheel,  Impaling,  flaying  alive,  cutting  out  the 
heart,  Ac.  Ac.  ftc.  Punishments  short  of  death 
Imve  been  snch  as  the  following.    Fine,  pillory,  im> 

itftsonment ,  compulsory  Ubour  at  the  mines,  gal- 
eys,  highways,  or  correction-house;  whipping, 
ba8tlnadlng(  mutilation  by  cutting  away  the  ears, 
the  nose,  the  tongue,  the  breasts  of  women,  the  foot, 
the  hand ;  squeezing  the  marrow  firom  the  bones 
with  screws  or  wedges,  castmtion,  putting  oat  the 
eyes ;  banishment,  runnlnathe  gauntlet,  drumming, 
shaving  off*  the  hair,  burning  on  the  hand  or  fore- 
head ;  and  many  others  of  a  similar  nature.  Could 
the  ingenuity  of  the  inhabitants  of  TopM  have  In- 
vented  punlshmeots  more  cruel  and  revolting  T  Hais 
any  one  of  these  modes  of  ponishment  a  tendon^ 
to  reform  the  crlidlnal,  and  promote  his  happiness  f 
On  the  contrarv,  have  they  not  all  a  direct  tendency 
to  Irritate,  to  harden,  and  to  excite  feelings  of  re- 
venge !  Nothing  shows  i  he  malevolent  dispositions 
of  a  great  portion  of  the  human  raC'C,  in  so  striking 
alight,  as  the  punishments  they  have  inflicted  on 
one  another:  for  these  are  characteristic,  not  of 
Insulated  IndlviduaU  only,  but  of  iMKiorw,in  their 
collective  capacity. 


I  might  have  traced  the  auie  ■lafigoaiit 
ciple,  in  the  practice  of  a  set  of  mea  deoomiaal* 
ed  lorvditers,  who,  by  setting  iq>  folse  lights,  allure 
marinera  to  destructiooi  that  they  may  enricli 
themselves  by  pluoderii^  the  wrecks — ia  the 
VMtrUke  dupontunu  of  all  the  governments  of 
Europe,  and  the  enormous  sums  which  bave 
been  expended  ia  the  work  of  devastation,  and 
of  btiman  destruction,  while  they  have  refused 
to  give  the  least  dxred  encouragement  to  philan- 
thropic institutions,  and  to  the  irafswrmeBi  of 
the  cooMnunity  in  lumwledge  and  virtue    and  ia 
that  spirit  of  tyranny,  and  thirst  for  despoiie 
power,  which  have  led  them  to  crush  the  rising 
intelligence  of  the  people,  and  to  lead  a  deaf  ear 
to  their  moat  reasonable  demands.    For,  tb^ra 
is  no  government  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  so 
far  as  I  know,  that  has  ever  yet  fiNined  an  in- 
Btittttion  for  promoting  the  objects  of  geaeval 
benevolence,  for  counteracting  the  baMul  efleels 
of  depravity  and  ignorance,  and  for  miligbtenieg 
the  minds  of  the  people  in  usefiil  knowledge;  or 
which  has  even  contributed  a  single  mite  to  ea- 
courage  such  institutions  after  they  were  net  ea 
foot  by  the  people  themselvee.    Kaowle^e  is 
simply  penmtttd  to  be  diffused ;  it  is  never  di- 
rectly encouraged;   its  progress  ia  freqoeatly 
obstructed  y  and,  in  some  ioatances,  it  is  poai- 
tively  interdicted,  as  appears  from  the  following 
barfaaroua  edict,  published  in  the  year  1885.— 
*'•  A  royal  Sardinian    edict  directs,  that  beaea* 
forth  no  peraon  shall  learn  to  read  or  write  who 
cannot  prove  the  poeseasicm  of  property  above 
the  value  of  1500  liviea,  ^or  about  GOf.  al'erliqg.) 
The  qualification  for  a  student  k  the  poseesaioa 
of  an  income  to  the  same  amount."*    Such  is 
the  firm  determination  of  many  of  the  kings  and 
princea  of  Europe  to  hold  their  subjeoia  ia  aajea 
slavery  and  ignorance ;  and  such  is  the  dcsp^ 
rate  tendency  of  proud  ambition,  dial  th^  wS 
rather  suffer  their  thrones  to  shake  and  lodrr  be- 
Qeath  them,  than  give  eooouragemem  to  liberal 
opinions,  and  to  the  general  difluaion  of  knoww 
ledge.— But,  instead  of  illuetmting  audi  topics 
in  minute  detail,  I  shall  conclude  this  aeciion  by 
presenting  a  few  miscenaneoue  facta,  tending. to 
corroborate  several  of  the  preceding  stateoieats, 
and  to  illustrate  the  roocal  ^tate  jof  the  civilized 
worM. 

The  {oHowing  statement,  extracted  from 
'*Neale*s  Travels  through  Oennany!,  Pblaad, 
Moldavia,  and  Turkey,"  exhibits  a  faint  pictnve 
of  the  state  of  morals  in  Poland.  "If 
there  was  a  country,"  says  Mr.  Neale, ' 
'  might  constitutes  right,*  that  oooatiy  was  Po> 
land,  prior  to  its  pariitioo."  The  moat  dreadfoi 
oppression,  the  most  execrable  tyraany,  the  bmmC 
wanton  cruelties  were  daily  exercised  by  the  mh 
bles  upon  the  unfortunate  peasants.-— Let  la 
quote  a  6w  facts;  they  will  apeak  vohaoes.    A 

*  Bsmbugh  Paper,  Angvit,i8H 
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raUh  peMUt's  lilo  was  held  of  the  same  value  to  a  degree  unknown  in  other  countries  in  Bo* 

with  one  of  hie  homed  cattle ;  if  hia  lord  elew  rope." 

him,  he  was  fined  ooljr  100  Polish  florins,  or  S/.  The  following  extract  from  Mr.  Howiion'e 
I6«.  sterling.    If,  on  the  other  hand,  a  man  of  "  Foreign  Scenes  andTrcrelling  Recreations,** 
ignoble  birth  dared  to  raise  his  hand  against  a  will  convey  some  idea  of  the  state  of  morals  in 
Kibleman,  death  was  the  inevitable  punishment,  the  inland  of  Cuba.    **  Nothing  can  be  worse," 
li'anv  one  oresumed  to  question  the  nobiliiy  of  a  lays  Mr.  H.,  "  than  the  state  of  society  in  Ha^ 
magnate,  be  was  forced  to  prove  his  assertion,  vana.     The  lower  classes  are  all  alike  dissolut* 
or  suffer  death ;  nay,  if  a  powerful  man  chose  and  unprincipled.    Assassinations  are  so  fire- 
to  ttte  a  fancy  to  ttie  field  of  his  humbler  neigh-  quent  that  they  excite  little  attention ;  and  as* 
oour,  and  to  erect  a  landmark  upon  it,  and  if  that  sault  and  robbery  are  matters  of  course,  when  a 
landmark  remained  for  three  days,  the  poor  man  man  passes  alone  and  at  night  through  a  solitary 
lost  his  possession.    The  atrocious  cruelties  that  quarter  of  the  town.     Several  assassinations 
were  habitually  exercised,  are  hardly  credible,  take  place  in  the  streets  every  week.*'    This  d^ 
A  Masaiki  caused  his  hounds  to  devour  a  pea-  praved  and  lawless  state  of  things  may  be  ^^ibed 
sant  who  happened  to  frighten  his    horse.    A  to  three  causes ;  the  inefliciency  of  the  police ; 
Radzivil  had  the  belly  of  one  of  his  subjects  rip-  the  love  of  gaming  and  dissipation  which  pr»- 
ped  Open,  to  thrust  his  feet  into  it,  hoping  thereby  vails  among  the  lower  orders ;  and  the  facility 
to  be  cured  of  a  malady  that  had  tormented  him.  with  which  absolution  c£\\»  greatest  crimes  may 
One  of  the  most  infallible  signs  of  a  degraded  be  obtained  from  the  priests.    In  fact,  the  Ca- 
state  of  morals  in  any  country,  is  the  corrupt  ad-  tholic  religion,  as  it  now  exists  in  Cuba,  tends 
minbtration  of  justice.    As  specimens  of  Polish  to  encourage  rather  than  to  check  vice.    Wa 
jnstice,  Mr.  Neaio  mentions  the  case  of  a  mer-  shall  suppose,  for  example,  that  a  man  makes 
ohant  of  Warsaw,  whom  it  cost  1400  ducats  to  himself  master  of  100  dollars  by  robbing  or  by 
pfocure  the  conviction  and  execution  of  two  rob-  murdering  another ;  and  that  the  church  grants 
bers  who  had  plundered  him;  and  another  case,  him  absolution  for  half  the  sum  thus  lawlessly 
still  more  flagrant,  that  of  a  peasant  who  had  obtained ;  it  is  evident  that  hs  will  gain  60  dol« 
apprehended  an  assassin,  and  who,  on  taking  him  lars  by  the  whole  transaction,  and  think  himself 
to  the  Staroete,  was  coolly  dismissed  with  the  as  innocent  as  he  was  before  he  committed  the 
prisoner,  and  the  corpse  of  the  murdered  person  crime.    No  man  need  mount  the  Havana  scaf^ 
vrhich  he  had  brou^t  in  bis  wagon;  because  he  fold,  whatever  be  his  crime,  if  he  has  the  means 
had  not  ten  ducats— the  fee  demanded  by  tha  of  ministering  to  the  rapacity  of  the  churdi,  and 
magistrate  for  hu  interference.—"  During  the  of  bribing  the  civil  authorities.    A  poor  friend- 
reign  of  Stanislaus  Poniatowsky,  a  petty  noble  less  criminal  is  executed  in  a  few  days  afler  sen- 
having  refused  to  resign  to  Count  Thisenhans  tence  is  pronounced  upon  him ;  but  a  perwa  of 
his  somII  estate,  the  Count  inrited  him  to  dinner,  wealth  and  infl<ience  generally  manages  to  put 
as  if  desirous  of  amicaUy  adjusting  the  affair ;  off  capital  punishment  for  a  series  of  years,  and 
aad  whilst  the  knight,  in  the  pride  of  his  heart  at  last  get  it  commuted  to  fine  and  imprisonment, 
at  such  unexpected  hcNMNir,  assiduoudy  plied  the  Of  these  depraved  practices,  Mr.  Hewison  states 
bottle,  the  Count  dsapatdied  some  hundreds  of  several  striking  examples.— Those  statements  of 
peasants  with  axes,  ploughs,  and  wagons,  order-  Mr.  H.  in  reference  to  the  moral  state  of  Cuba^ 
ing  the  viilajte,  whieh  consisted  only  of  a  few  I  find  corroborated  by  a  short  account  of  this  isU 
woodea  buildings,  lo  be  pulled  down,  the  mate-  and  in  the  Monthly  Magasine  for  March,  18S0, 
rials  carried  away,  and  the  plough  to  be  passed  page  IfO.    "  They  act  here  very  fi^uenily 
oror  the  ground  which  the  village  had  occupied,  thoee  sacred  mysteries  which  so  delighted  our 
This  was  accordingly  done.    The  nobleman,  on  good  forefathers.    I  liave  witnessed  (says  tha 
his  return  hoeae  hi  the  evening,  could  find  neither  writer)  the  triumph  of  the  ^ss  Mariat  a  Iragi- 
road,  house,  nor  village.   The  master  and  his  comedy,  which  ekises  with  the  sudden  appesr- 
servant  we»«  alike  bewiUered,  and  knew  noc  ance,  in  the  midst  of  a  theatre,  of  a  chivalrous 
whether  lh»y  were  dreaming  or  had  lost  the  worthy,  mounted  on  a  real  horse,  shaking  at  the 
powor  of  discrimination ;  but  their  surprise  and  end  of  a  lance  the  bloody  head  of  an  infidel. 
agony  w«re  deemed  so  truly  humorous,  that  the  This  horrid  exhibition  excited  a  titter  of  enjoy- 
whole  court  was  delighted  with  the  joke  !**   How  ment  in  all  the  spectators.  The  bodies,  in  particu- 
depravad  roust  be  the  state  of  moral  feeling,  when  lar,  seemed  to  be  highly  entertained,— no  fainting 
the  injostiee  inflicted  upon  fellow-creatures,  and  fits,  no  nervous  attacks.    How  could  a  mere  fio- 
the  miseriee  they  endure,  become  the  subjects  of  tion  agonixe  the  blunt  feelings  of  women,  har^ 
merriment  and  derision !— '<  The  morals  of  the  dened  by  the  spectacle  of  bulUfights,  and  almost 
people  of  P(^d,'*  says  Mr.  Neale,  **  were,  and  every  day  meeting  with  the  dead  body  of  soma 
continae  to  be,  nearly  at  the  lowest  point  dTde-  human  being  who  has  been  assassinated  V 
basement.     Female  chastity  is  a  phenomenon ;  There  is  no  situation  in  which  human  beings 
ffhile  the  male  sex  are  proportionally  profligate,  can  be  placed,  where  we  should  n  ore  naturaVy 
I,  ghittooy,  and  sensuality,  orevail  expect  the  manifestation  of  benevoU  at  affectioasi 
31 


16t  THE  PHILOSOPHT  OF  RELIGION. 

than  in  thow  toeliw  of  dtngar  where  all  are  equal-    pened  m  modern  timeii  which  so  etHkin^  db> 
Jy  expoaed  to  deep  diatrew,  and  where  the  ex-    piay*  the  deeperate  malignity  oftiuman  bemgi  ia 
•reiae  oTtympathy  and  kindneet  ia  the  only  thing    the  niidat  of  danger,  as  the  conduct  of  the  crew 
that  can  alleviate  the  anguish  of  the  mind,  oftbe  Medusa  Frigate,  whUe  toaatng  on  the  rq^ 
When  the  prospect  of  immediate  death,  or  of  by  which  they  endeavoured  to  save  themselves, 
proAmged  agonies  even  more  dreadful  ihan  the  after  that  vessel  bad  been  shipwrecked.    Th« 
aimple  pain  of  dissolution,  is  full  before  the  Medusa  was  stranded,  in  the  month  of  June, 
nind,  one  should  think  that  ferocious  disposi-  1816,  on  the  bank  of  Arguin,  near  the  wettetc 
tions  would  be  instantly  curbed,  and  kindly  af>  coast  of  Africa.    A  raft  wu  hastily  constnided, 
feciions  begin  to  appear.    Tet,  even  in  such  situ-  which  was  but  scantily  supplied  with  provisions, 
ations,  it  frequently  happens,  that  feelings  of  There  were  five  boats,  which  contained  in  all 
malevolence  and  revenge,  and  all  the  depraved  about  t40  persons ;   and  upon  the  raft,  there  em- 
passions,  are  most  powerfully  excited  to  action,  barked  about  150  individuals.    The  boaU  pushed 
The  ibilowing  facU  will  tend  to  illustrate  ihis  r*-  off  in  a  line,  towing  the  raft,  and  aaouring  the 
mark.    Mr.  Byron  was  shipwrecked,  in  a  vio-  people  on  board  that  they  would  conduct  them 
lent  storm  on  the  ooast  of  South  America.    A  M^ely  to  land.  They  had  not  proceeded,  however, 
mountainous  sea  broke  over  the  ship ;  she  was  above  two  leagues  from  the  wreck,  when  they, 
laid  on  her  beam  ends;  darkneas  surrounded  one  by  one,  oast  off  the  tow  lines,  and  abandoned 
diem ;  nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  breakers  all  the  raft  to  its  fate.    By  tfaia  tioM  the  raft  had 
■round  ;  and  twry  soul  on  board  looked  upon  the  •unk  below  the  surface  of  the  wa.ter  to  the  depth 
praseat  minute  as  his  U«L    <*So  terrible  was  of  three  feet  and  a  half,  and  the  people  were  sc 
the%oene  of  foaming  breakers  around  us,"  says  aqueezed  one  againat  another,  that  il  was  fimnd 
Mr.  B.  *<  that  one  of  the  bravest  men  we  had  impoasiUe  to  move ;  fore  and  aft  they  were  up  to 
nouU  net  help  expressing  his  dismay  at  it,  saying  tbe  middle  in  water.    Night  at  length  came  on ; 
it  was  too  shocking  a  sight  to  bear."    Even  in  the  wind  freshened;  the  aea  be^n  to  awell; 
this  dreadful  situation,  nudignant  passions  began  about  midnight  the  weather  became  very  stormy, 
to  appear ;  and,  like  the  dashing  waves  around,  uid  the  waves  broke  over  them  in  eveiy  dtrecdoB. 
tw  rage  with  unbounded  violence.    No  sooner  Tossed  by  the  waves  from  one  end  to  the  osber, 
had  the  morning  thrown  a  ray  of  light  over  the  ukI  sometimes  precipitated  into  the  sea ;  floating 
diamal  gloom,  and  a  faint  glimpse  of  land  was  between  life  and  death ;  mourning  over  their 
perceived,  thui  many  of  the  crew  who,  but  a  ^^"^  misfortunes ;  certain  of  fteriahing,  yet  con* 
few  minutes  before,  had  shown  the  strongest  tendmg  for  the  remaina  of  eziatence  with  that 
signs  of  despair,  and  were  on  their  knees  pray-  cruel  element  which  menaced  to  swallow  then* 
ing  for  mercy,  **  grew  extremely  riotous,  broke  ^ — Buch  was  their  aituation  till  break  of  day, 
open  every  chest  and  box  that  waa  al  hand,  stove  ^beo  a  dreadful  spectacle  presented  itsclC   Tea 
u  the  heads  of  casks  of  brandy  and  wine,  and  or  twelve  unhappy  men,  having  their  exrrcaitioa 
got  ao  drunk  that  some  of  them  were  drowned  jammed  between  the  spars  of  the  raft,  had  perisb- 
on  bo^,  and  lay  floating  about  the  decks  for  ^  in  that  situation,  and  othera  had  been  swept 
aomedays  after.*'    After  the  greater  part,  to  the  ft^^y  by  the  violence  of  the  waves. — AU  thia, 
Dumber  of  150  persons,  bad  got  to  shore—"  the  however,  was  nothing  to  the  dreadful  accne 
boatswain  and  some  of  the  people  would  not  which  took  place  the  following  nighu    **  Al- 
leave  the  ahip  so  long  as  there  was  any  liquor  to  ready,**  says  the  narrator,  "  was  the  nofvl  cha- 
begot  at;  they  fell  to  beating  every  thing  to  raeter  of  the  people  greatly  changed.    A  spirit  of 
pieces  that  came  m  their  way,  and  carrying  their  Mdition  spread  from  man  to  man,  and  manifested 
intemperance  to  the  greatest  excess,  broke  open  itself  by  the  most  furious  shouts."    Night  caaa 
diests  and  cabms  for  plunder  that  e<Mld  be  of  no  on ;  the   heavens   were  obscured   with   thick 
use  to  them.    So  earnest  were  they  in  this  wan-  ckwds ;  the  wuid  rose,  and  with  it  the  aea ;  the 
tonness  of  theft,  that  one  man  had  evidently  waves  broke  over  them  every  mooient ;  nnmbers 
been  murdered  on  account  of  some  division  of  ^^re  swept  away,  and  aeveral  poor  wieichea 
the  spoil,  or  for  the  sake  of  the  share  that  fell  to  w«k  smothered  by  the  preaaure  of  thoireomradea. 
him,  having  all  the  marka  of  a  strangled  eotpae.**  Both  soldiers  and  sailors  resolved  to  sooth  their 
The  same  malignant  dispositions  were  displayed,  !**<  momenta  by  drinking  to  excess ;  they  bei  ame 
in  numerous  iostancea,  during  their  abode  on  deafto  the  voice  of  reaaon;  boldly  declared 'Jieir 
the  desolate  and  barren  island  on  which  they  intention  of  murdering  their  oflieefs;  aad,  cm- 
had  been  thrown,  notwithstanding  the  hunger*  ting  the  ropes  which  held  the  ralb  together,  one 
the  rains,  the  cold,  and  the  attache  of  wild  ofthemseixing  an  aze,  actually  b^gan  the  dread 
beasts    to  which    they  were  all   equally  ea-  Ail  work.    The  officers  rashed  ftrward  to  qodl 
DOisd.*  the  tumult,  and  the  man  with  the  hatdbat  waa 
There  is,  perhaps,  no  ooeurreoce  that  has  hap-  the  first  that  fell— the  atroke  of  a  aahre  tanaiaal* 

ed  hia  existence.    One  fellow  waa  dataoad  aa> 

•BeeBvnm's-KsnativeofthaLoaaoCthairagar    creUy  cmtingths  tapes,  and  waa  Immediaia^ 
Manor  War."  thrown  overboard ;  otheis  dastioyad  tha 
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^/ti  iaidyaftb ;  and  tho  muti  destitute  ofeupport,  there  presented  itself  was  metancihoiy  in  the  ex- 

immedistelj  Ml  on  a  captain  of  infantry ,  and  treme.    The  place,  which  only  a  few  short  hoti*^ 

broke  his  thigh ;  he  was  instantly  seized  by  the  before  had  been  the  seat  of  kindly  intercourse, 

soldiers  and  dirown  into  the  sea,  but  was  sated  and  of  social  gayety,  was  now  entirely  deserted, 

by  the  opposite  party.  About  an  hour  after  mid-  save  by  a  few  miserable  wretches,  who  were 

night  the  insnrrection  burst  forth  anew.    They  either  stretched  in  irrecoverable  intoxication  on 

mshed  upon  the  officers  like  desperate  men,  each  the  floor,  or  prowling  about,  like  beasts  of  prey, 

having  aluiifb  or  a  sabre  in  his  hand;  and  such  in  search  of  plunder."  *" 
was  (he  fury  of  the  assailants,  that  they  tore  their        The  following  is  a  short  description  of  the 

flesh,  and  even  tlieir  clothes  with  their  teeth,  moral  character  of  the  inhabitants  of  Carolina, 

There  was  no  time  for  hesitation ;  a  general  and  of  one  of  the  amttsemenis  of  a  people  who 

slaughter  look  place,  and  the  raft  was  strewed  with  boast  of  their  liberty  and  their  civilization,-- as 

dead  bodies.  On  the  return  of  day,  it  was  found  it  is  (bund  in  **  Morsels  American  Geography." 
that,  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  night  of  hor-     **  The  citizens  of  North  Carolina  who  are  not 

ror,  dxty-Jm  of  the  mutineers  had  perished,  and  better  employed,  spend  flieir  time  in  drinking,  or 
two  of  the  small  party  attached  to  the  officers,  gaming  at  cards  or  dice,  in  cock-fighting,  or 
A  third  ni^t  of  liorror  approached,  distinguished  hors»-racing.  Many  of  tlie  interludes  are  filled 
by  the  piercing  cries  of  those  whom  htmger  and     up  with  a  boxing  nmtch ;  and  these  matches  fre- 

thirst  devoured ;  and  the  morning's  sun  showed  quently  become  memorable  by  feats  of  gouging, 
them  a  dozen  unfortunate  creatures  stretched     This  ddioaU  and  enHerloimn^  diversion  is  thus 

lifeless  on  the  raft.    The  fourth  night  was  mark-  performed :  Wlien  two  boxers  are  worried  with 

ed  by  another  massacre.    Some  Spaniards  and  fighting  and  bruising  each  other,  they  come,  as  . 
Italians  conspired  to  throw  the  rest  into  the  sA.     it  is  ciJled,  to  dose  quarters ;  and  each  endea* 

A  Spaniard  was  the  fn-st  to  advance  with  a  drawn  vours  to  twist  his  fore-fingers  in  the  ear-locks  of 

knife ;  die  sailors  seized  him  and  throw  him  into  his  antagonist.  When  these  are  fast  clenched, 
the  sea.    The  Italian  seeing  this,  jumped  over-     the  thumbs  are  extended  each  way  to  the  pose, 

board ;  the  rest  were  mastered,  and  order  was  and  tJu  «yes  fenl^  tmnti  out  of  their  sodlcefs. 
restored.  But,  before  the  ship  Argus  came  to  The  victw,  far  his  expertness,  reenvet  ^umtt  of 
their  relief,  of  the  150  that  embariced  on  the  raft,     apj^mue  from  the  sporting  throng,  while  IU»  poor 

15  unhappjT  creatures  only  remained,  covered  eyektemUagomMvleatgMaiforkiemitfortune. 

with  wounds  and  Imiises,  almost  naked,  stripped  In  a  country  that  pretends  to  any  degree  of 

of  their  skin,  shrivelled  with  the  rays  of  the  sun,  civilization,  one  would  hardly  expect  to  find  a 

their  eyes  hollow,  and  their  countenances  sa-  prevailing  custom  of  potting  out  the  eyes  of  each 

vage.— Such  are  the  dreadful  effects  of  mofi^Tii-  other.    Tet  this  more  than  barbarous  custom  is 

hft  which  produces  more  sufferings  and  fiital  prevalent  in  both  the  Carolinas,  and  in  Greorgia 

^ects,  than  die  most  tremendoos  eiements  of  among  the  lower  dass  of  people.*' — **  Lord, 

nature !  what  is  man  f*  In  a  savage  and  a  civilized  state 

A  certain  portion  of  die  same  spirit  was  lately  —in  infancy  and  in  maohood— in  his  games  and 

displayed  by  several  individuds  on   board  of  diversions    in  the  instructions  by  which  he  is 

the  Kent  East  ladiaman.    In  the  midst  of  a  trained— 4n  the  remarks  he  mdtes  npon  his 

most  violent  gale,  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  when  neighbours— in  the  sports  and  amusements  in 

the  sea  was  running  mountains  high,  this  vessel,  which  he  indulges    in  his  literary  pursuits  and 

containing  about  6(W  persons,  took  fire,  in  oonse-  tucubrationa— in  his  system  of  rewards  and 
qaence  of  the  spirits  from  a  stoved  cask  having         _  _  ^^,        *.«« 

sommonicated  with  a  lamp ,  and  wl  nopj*  «  indlwnan,  by  flre^  In  the  Bay  of  Blseajr.  on  the  lit  of 

safety  became  extinguished,  im  the  ship  Cam*  March,  isss,  by  a  Passenger,**  supposed  to  be  Mmjot 

bria,  Captain  Cooke,  hove  in  sight.     But  the  Macgiwr;-'fte  humanftj  and  Int^^ 

J     '       c^^'      c  u*    .    .U-.    .•.-.-  :-  ed,Bnildst  the  heart-rending  scene  which  this  narra- 

danger  of  passing  from  one  ship  to  the  otuer,  in  ^y^  descrlbes-by  Captain  Cobb  of  Uio  Kent;  by 

boats,  in  such  a  tempestuous  sea,  rendered  the  Messrs.  Thompson,  Fearon,  Macsregor,  and  the 

pr«.rT.ti«  of  A.  pM«^  »d  o«.  in  .  ^SL'^T&'S^^'^^^'JS^S^ 

degree  doubtful.    Tet,  m  the  midst  ofthe  danger,  miners-  if*  above  all  praise.   Their  benevolent  and 

the  ahirm  and  the  anguish  which  accompanied  heroic  conduct  at  that  alarming  crisis.  Is  Ihr  mors 

«ku  t..«.t.«(An.  mmMui  mm  ami  tiM  Kir  tit*  «!•»•.  dssorvlnf  of  s  pohUc  mooument  being  raised  for  iu 

this  tremendous  scene,  we  are  toU  by  the  narra-  commemoration,  than  that  of  many  of  our  mlUtary 

tor,  page  t4,  that  **  it  is  suspected  that  one  or  heroes,  in  honour  of  whom  so  many  trophies  have 

two  of  those  who  perished,  must  have  sunk  un*  ^  •"»<«»•  .[f«wn,  who  have  been  instrumemal 

a.   .L        •  L.  ^!L  •         '1      .1.  •  J'  •  in  destroying  ths  lives  and  ths  happiness  of  hun- 

der  the  weight  of  their  spoils ;  the  same  mdivi-  j^,  ^  of^thousands,  have  pensionB  bestowed  on 

duals  having  lieen  sem  eagerly  plundering  the  them,  and  are  exalted  to  posu  of  honour,  surely 


SI,  he  adds :  <*Some  time  after  the  shades  of  of  thousands,  ought  not  to  be  salftred  to  sink  into 

night  had  enveloped  as,  I  descended  to  the  cuddy  oblivion,  or  to  pass  unrewarded.   It  Is,  I  presame. 

:««,««.»  ^  m  M.«k*»  f  A  ^.iiM.  w^m  4&nm  iKa  ill  «*»*  «e«son  among  ethers,  why  virtue  Is  so  MiUe 

in  quest  of  a  blanket  to  shelter  me  from  the  in-  practised,  that  it  is  seblora  rewarded  according  to  its 

creasing  tiola«  and  the  scene  qf  desok'ioo  that  merit. 
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inmuhmMtv-NJo  hit  mt«rooiiraet  and  ooatasti  to  bo  Uended  with  the  pure  praoe^  and  the  m 

with  ooooiunitiea  and  aatioDt— in  hit  commer-  Uiine  doclrioRS  of  the  Goapel.    Many  of  in 

cial  traoMCtioiM— in  his  judicial  administratioot  profesMd  adbereots,  overlookng  iha  pand  pn» 

—in  tha  height  of  prosperity— and  in  tceoea  of  tieal  bearingi  of  thn  Christian  ayetem,  began  te 

danger,  and  of  the  deepeet  distreast— a  principle  indulge  in  vain  epeculatioos  on  its  mysierioue 

of  malignity  is  forever  operating  to  destroy  his  doctrines ;  to  substitute  a  number  ef  nnoaeaniag 

conifi,tts,  and,  to  undermine  tlie  foundation  of  his  rites  and  ceremonies  in  the  roomef  lore  to  Ged 

happiness!  and  to  man ;  and  eren  to  prosecute  and  destroy 

The  above  sketdies  may  suffice,  in  the  mean  all  those  who  refused  to  submit  to  their  opinions 

timOi  as  specimens  ofsomeoflhe  prominent  die-  and  decisions.    Pride,  and  a  desire  of  ddmina- 

positions  of  that  portion  of  the  human  race  who  tion,  usurped  the  place  of  meekness  and  biou- 

have  assumed  to  themselTos  the  character  of  lity  ;  and  the  footish  mummeries  of  monastic  so- 

mvUiMtd  natvm$.    It  will  readily  be  admitted,  peratition,  and  the  austerities  of  the  Atettka, 

by  most  of  my  readers,  that  ihe  dispositions  dis*  were  substituted  in  the  room  of  the  active  duties 

played  in  the  instances  I  have  eelectedi  are  ofjusl ice  and  benevolence.  Saints  were  deified ; 

all  directly  repugnant  to  the  principle  of  benevo-  the  power  of  the  clergy  was  augmented ;  ceU< 

eoce  recognised  in  the  divine  law,  and  tend  to  bacy  was  extolled;  religious  processions  were 

oodermine  the  happiness  of  inteUigent  beings,  appointed ;   pilgrimages  were  undertaken  to  the 

•—I  shall  now  conclude  with  a  very  brief  sketch  tombs  of  the  martyrs ;  monasteries  and  nunnericfl, 

of  the  conduct  of  Chrisiians,  and  of  Christian  without  number,  were  erected  ;  prayers  were  o& 

societies  towards  each  otheri  and  of  the  leading  ftred  up  to  departed  saints ;  the  Virgin  Mary 

traits  of  diameter  which  appear  in  the  religious  was  recognised  as  a  species  of  inferior  deity ;  the 

workL  eign  of  the  cross  was  venerated  as  capable  ot 

securing  victory  in  all  kinds  of  trials  and  calami- 
ties, and  as  the  surest  defence  against  the  inflo- 
SECTION  lY.  ence  of  malignant  spirits ;  the  bi^pa  aspired 

HomiX  ITAW  OF  THX  PEoruiim  CRRiiTik*  ffier  wealth,  magnificei^e,  and  q>lendour ;  erron 

... ,  ^  in  religion  were  punished  with  avil  penalties  ami 

bodily  tortures ;  and  the  most  videni  dupatca 
I  have  already  endeavoured  to   show,  that  and  contentions  convulsed  every  section  of  the 
Christianit]^  is  a  religion  of  lam ;  that  its  fact9.  Christian  worid ;  while  the  mik)  and  beneficent 
its  doctrines,  and  its  moral  precepts,  are  all  cal-  virtues  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  were  either  die* 
cvdated  to  promote  "  peace  on  earth,"  and  to  carded,  or  thrown  into  the  shade, 
fiirm  mankind  into  one  afiisctionate  and  harmo*        Of  these,  and  similar  dispositions  and  prae- 
nwus  society.     This  glorious  and  happy  effect,  tires,  details  might  be  exhibited  which  would 
in  the  first  instance,  it  actually  produced.    We  fill  many  volumes,  and  which  would  cany  con- 
are  told,  in  the  history  of  the  Apostles,  that  tha  viction  to  every  impartial  mind,  that  the  trae 
multitudes  who  were  converted  to  the  Christian  glory  of  Christianity  was  sadly  tamiriied  and  ob* 
&ith,  by  the  powerful  sermons  delivered  by  Peter  scured,  and  its  heavenly  spirit  abnost  extinguish- 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  had  their  malignant  pro-  ed  amidst  the  mass  of  soporstitiqus  observances, 
peosities  subdued,  and  their  minds  animated  of  vain  speculations,  and  of  angry  feuds  and 
with  an  ardent  affection  fur  each  other ;  and,  as  contentions.    Millot,  when  adverting  to  the  state 
a  practical  proofof  the  operation  of  this  noble  of  the  Church  in  the  days  of  Constantina  and 
principle,  "  they  had  all  things  common,  and  sold  the  succeeding  emperors,  justlj  remarks :  "  The 
their  possessions  and  goods,  and  parted  them  to  disciples  of  Christ  were  inspired  with  matual 
all,  as  every  roan  had  need."    During  the  early  feuds,  still  more  implacable  and  destroetiTetfaan 
ages  of  Christianity,  a  goodly  portion  of  the  the  factions  which  were  fi>rmed  for  or  against 
same  spirit  was  manifested  by  the  greater  part  different  emperors.     The  spirit  of  contention 
of  those  who  had  enrolled  themselves  as  the  dis-  condemned  by  St.  Paul  became  almost  universal, 
ciples  of  Christ.    Even  in  the  midst  of  the  re-  New  sects  sprung  up  incessantly,  and  coasted 
proaches,  and  the  severe  persecutions  to  which  each  other.    Eadi  boasted  its  aposllea,  gave  its 
they  were  subjected  during  the  two  first  centuries  sophisms  for  divine  oracles,  pretended  to  be  die 
of  the  Christian  era,  a  meek  and  ibrgiving  dis-  depository  of  the  &ith,  and  used  every  eflbrt  to 
fioeition,  &nd  a  spirit  of  benevolence  towards  draw  the  multitude  to  its  standard.    The  church 
one  another,  and  towards  all  men,  distinguished  was  filled  with  disoord ;  bishops  analhemntiMd 
tiiem  from  the  heathen  around,  and  constrainod  bishops ;  violence  was  called  in  to  the  aid  of  ar- 
even  their  oiemiee  to  exclaim,  **  Behold  how  these  guroent,  and  the  folly  of  princes  fanned  the  flana 
Christians  love  one  another!" — Bat  no  sooner  which 'spread  with  so  destructive  rags.    They 
was  the  Chriettan  Churdi  amalgamated  with  the  played  the  theologists,  attempted  to  f^imiftf^ 
kingdoqii  of  thb  world^in  the  reign  of  Constan-  opinions,  and  punidied  those  whom  they  oonU 
one,  than  its  native  purity  bef^  to  be  tainted,  not  convince.    The  laws  against  idolaters  were 
and  Pigao  maxims,  and  worldly  ambition  began  soon  extended  to  heretics ;  but  vrhal  gna  < 
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|iratfib»d  ••  Iwrvtiod,  «u  to  wiotber  souod  sons.    He  enaetad  a  hw,  condemniag  lo'  th* 

dooirine.    What  was  die  cooaaqiraiee  ?    The  flanies  coutmt  gemun  who  married  witiioat  a 

elergy»  whaae  inflnenen  wai  already  great  at  special  license  iK>in  the  emperor.    He  eetabltdi« 

tnwtf  aad  still  greater  awMig  the  people,  began  ed  mqmtiton  for  the  disooTery  of  heretics.     He 

to  withdraw  from  the  aoTereign  authority  that  drove  the  Manicheans^  from  Rome  as  infi^moos 

respect  which  religion  inspires.    The  popular  persons,  and,  on  their  death,  ordered  their  goods 

ferments  being  heightened  by  the  animosity  of  to  be  distributed  among  the  people.    Yet,  with 

the  eiergy,  prince,  eeuatry,  law,  and  duty,  ^ere  all  this  religious  seal,  he,  on  one  occasion,  gave 

no  longer  regarded.    Men  were  Arians,  Dona-  orders  for  a  universal  massacre  at  Thessalontea, 

tiiiis,  Priseillianisu,  Nestorians,  Eutychians,  because  some  persons  of  distinction  had  b^en 

Monothelitee,  Ice.,  but  no  longer  citicens;  or  killed  in  a  sedition  at  the  time  of  the  races.  The 

rath<jr,  every  man  became  the  mortal  enemy  of  inhabitants  were  caused  to  assemble  in  the  circus, 

ihose  citizens  whose  opinions  he  condemned.—  under  the  pretence  of  an  exhibition  of  gsmes, 

This  unheard-of  madness,  lor  irreconcilable  quar-  and    slaughtered    without    distinction    of  age. 

rels  on  subjects  that  ought  to  have  been  referred  Seven  thousand^  according  to  some,  and  fifteen 

to  ihe  judgment  of  the  Church,  mwerabmledmddH  tliousand  according  to  others,  the  greatest  part 

tte  jnost  drtad^  dmtUn,    Every  sect  formed  unquestionably  innocent,  were  thus  sacrificed  to 

a  different  party  in  the  state,  and  their  mufual  atrocious  revenge.f      Leo,  another  emperor, 

animosities  conspired  to  sap  its  fbundations.***  "  commanded  every  person  to  be  bapti:eed,  under 

At  the  period  (o  which  these  observations  re-  pain  of  banishment,  sad  msde  it  capital  to  relapss 

fer,  it  appears  that  two  erroneous  maxims  gene*  into  idolatry,  after  the  perfbrmanoe  of  the  eere- 

rally  prevailed,  which  tended  to  undermine  the  mony ;"  just  as  if  Christians  could  be  made  by 

moral  system  of  revelation,  and  which  werepro-  a  foreed  baptism,  or  by  a  law  ef  the  state.   Soeh 

ductive  of  almost  aH  the  tamulis,  stassaeres,  and  edicts  clearly  showed,  that,  whatever  seal  prin- 

disasters,  which  distinguished  that  era  of  the  ces  or  the  clergy  might  manifbst  in  &vonr  of  the 

Christian  church.    Theso  were,  i.  That  reli-  Christian  religion,  they  were  grossly  ignoram  of 

gion  consists  chiefly  in  the  belief  of  eevtain  ab-  its  true  spirit,  and  of  the  means  by  which  its 

stract  aad  incompreheasU>le  dogmas,  and  in  the  benevolent  objects  were  to  be  accomplished, 

performance  ef  a  multitode  of  external  rites  aad  As  a  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  sudi 

ceremonies :  aad,  S.  That  aQ  heresies  or  differ-  edicts  were  sometimee  carried  into  effect,  the 

ences  of  opinion  on  religious  points,  ought  to  be  following  instance  may  be  stated.     Hypatis, 

extirpated  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  eivfl  power,  daughter  of  the  celebrated  Geonletrician,  Theon 

Than  such  auixims,  nothing  can  be  more  repug-  of  Alexandria,  exceeded  her  father  in  learning,  and 

naat  to  reason,  more  subversive  of  genuine  mo-  gave  public  lectures  in  Philosophy,  with  the 

rality,  or  more  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and  greatest  applause  ;  nor  was  she  less  admirable 

genius  of  the  Christian  religion.    And  yet,  to  for  the  purity  of  her  virtue,  joined  to  an  unoonH 

this  very  hour,  they  are  recognised  and  acted  mon   beauty,  and  every  aooon^lishmeBt  that 

ttp^Mi  by  mere  than  three  fourths  of  the  Christian  could  adorn  human  nature.    But  this  excellent 

world,  notwithstanding  the  melancholy  examples  woman,  btemm  the  teas  a  Pagan,  trusted  by  the 

wnich  history  has  furnished  of  their  futility,  and  magistrates  and  mujieeUd  to  be  active  asainst 

cneir  pernioieus  tendency .-^The  narrow  limits  St.  Cyril,  the  bishop,  beoame  an  object  of  dstes* 

to  which  I  am  confined  will  permit  me  to  state  tation  to   the  CkritUan.  multitude.    A  set  of 

only  two  or  three  iostanoes  in  reference  to  the  monks  and  desperadoes,  headed  by  a  priest,  seis- 

period  to  which  I  allnde.  ed  her  in  the   open  street,  hurried  her  into  a 

Theodosius,  one  of  the  emperors,  who  eoai-  church,  where  they  stripped  her  naked,  tore  her 

menced  his  reign  in  the  year  579,  and  who  re-  body  with  whips,  cut  her  in  pieces,  and  publicly 

eeived  baptism  during  a  dangerous  distemper,  in  burned  her  mangled  limbs  in  the  market  plaoej 

the  second  year  of  it,  professisd  great  zeal  in  &•  St.  Cyril,  who  was  suspected  of  having  fomented 

roar  of  religion.    By  a  law  addressed  to  the  this  tragedy,  had  previously  attacked  the  syna- 

people  ef  Constantinople,  he  enacted,  **  That  all  gogues,  and  driven  out  the  Jews ;  their  goods 

subjects  shall  profess  the  catholic  faith  with  re-  were  pillaged,  and  several  persons  perished  in  the 

gacd  to  the  articles  of  the  Trinity ;  and  that  thi*y  tumult.    Suck  conduct  plainly  demonstrates  the 

who  do  not  eoalbrm  shall  ignominionsiy  be  cdled  tendency  of  the  human  mind,  in  every  situation, 

heretics,  until  they  shaU  feel  the  vengeance  of  to  abuse  power  and  auihority,  for  th^  purposes  of 

God  aad  our  own,  according  as  it  shall  please  persecution  and  revenge ;  and  shows  us  what 

Divine  providence  lo  inspire  us.*'    He  declared  frise  ideas  the  Christians  of  that  period  must 

apostates  aad  Monscheans  incapable  of  making  a  have  entertained  of  the  God  of  Metey :  and  how 

will, or  receiviag  any  legacy;  and  having  pro-  .  _^    ^.  .      .  ^.       ^     _._._..     *.-    ..    . 

■/MiiiMil  iKmm  wAPtkir  nr<iL.»i.  fii«  nji/»kU  tkM.^t  Tho  dlstlncitiBhlng  ebametertstle  of  tSs  Msal- 

Aounced  them  worthy  of  death,  the  people  thovght  g,^^„,  ^^^  ^^g,,  rpcognlsln*  the  doctrlie  of  two 

Ihey  had  a  nghtto  kill  them  as  prost^ibed  per-  Indeiiendent  and  eternal  principles,  the  one  the  au- 
thor of  all  food,  snd  the  other  the  uihor  oC  an  svfl. 
t  Mlllot's  Ancient  Hlstorjr,  voL  IL 

•  HUM'S  Modsia  Hlstoir,  veL  1  %  MlUot's  Anelsnt  Hist.  vol.  U. 
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■000  Umj  IwiI  feffoCt«B  the  Nfforingt  which  tboir  Mnctirf  everj  actioB  in  eemmoa  and  mcM  life* 

(JUbert  biad  to  Jatelj  endured,  undor  the  reiga  of  How  rabluno  and  coaifbrtiBX  the  idea  it  fifes  </ 

the  beathea  eoiperora.  the  Divinity !     What  cosfideoce  in  his  jnetice 

About  thie  period,  loo,  vain  spcculatioaf  about  and  infinite  nMvqr !  What  eneourajKaient  for  the 

abttrute  and  inoonprehenBtble  tobjeets,  oocupi^  exercise  of  every  virtue !    WhereMe,  then,  snch 

ed  the  attention  of  theologiane,  and  engendered  errors  and  exceeees  on  religious  preteacee  7  It  is 

religious  quarrels  and  diiputes,  which  burst  asun-  because  iieresy,  shooting  up  under  a  ihoni—ri  di^ 

der  the  bonds  of  afiectioo  and  concord.    A  play  feAnt  forms,  inoeisantly  siardes  the  &iih  by  sub> 

of  words  and  vain  subtleties,  were  substituted  in  tleness  and  sophisUy,  by  which  almost  the  wboSe 

place  of  clear  conceptions  and  substantial  hnow-  snergy  of  men^  minds  is  abiorbed  in  th«  contest 

ledge,  which,  imtead  of  directing  the  faculties  Disputes  engnnder  hatred  ;'irom  hatred  springs 

of  the  human  mind  to  their  proper  objects,  tend-  every  exoem ;  and  virHie,  exhaoeted  with  words 

ed  only  to  darken  the  light  of  reason,  and  to  in-  and  cabals,   loees  her    whole   power."— How 

Iroduce  the  long  night  dC  ignorance  whidi  soon  happy  would  it  be,  and  how  glorious  for  iheeaoae 

succeeded.    It  was  a  prevailing  madness  anmig  of  genuine  Christianity,  were  the  present  gene- 

tlie  Greek  theobgiane,  who  were  intractable  in  ration  of  Christians  te  profit  by  ths  sad  enperi- 

their  opinions,    and  it  is  too  much  the  case  with  ence  of  the  past! 

certain  modem  divines,— to  dispute  about  iaooo^-  As  we  advance  in  the  history  of  the  Christian 
pfehenslbte  mysteries,  to  render  them  more  ob-  church,  through  the  middle  ages,  the  prespeet 
scure  1^  their  attempts  to  explain  them,  and  peN  nppean  still  more  dark  and  gloomy.  The  humnn 
petually  to  revive  the  most  dangeroui  conten-  roiiid,  at  that  period,  appeared  to  have  lost  its 
tions.  TbA  Artans  rejected  the  Divinity  of  the  mual  energy,  and  its  powere  of  discriminatioii ; 
Word,  in  order  to  roainlain  the  unity  of  God  ;•—  the  light  of  reason  seeoned  ahnoit  extinguished; 
the  Neitorians  denied  that  Mary  is  the  mother  sopbisuM,  and  absurdities  of  all  kimh,  weve 
of  God, and  gave  two  persons  lo  Jesus  Christ,  greedily  swallowed;  and  superstition  displayed 
to  support  the  opinon  of  his  having  two  natures ;  itself  in  a  tboussnd  diversified  forms.  Movabty 
*-tbe  Eutychiana,  to  maintain  the  unity  of  the  was  in  a  manner  smothered  under  a  heap  of  cere- 
person,  confounded  the  two  natures  into  one.  monies  and  arbitrary  observances,  which  aei|aiif 
This  heresy  became  divided  bto  ten  or  twelve  ed  the  name  of  devotion.  Relica,  pUgrinangcn, 
branches ;  some  of  the  sections  maiotaining  that  offerings^and  pious  legacies,  wars  thoi^t  oapn* 
Jesus  Christ  was  merely  a  phantom,  or  sppearw  ble  of  opening  the  gate  of  heaven  to  the  mosl 
anoe  of  flesh,  but  no  real  flesh.  The  Monoth^  wicked  cf  men.  The  virgin  Mary,  and  the  souk 
Utes  maintained,  that  there  was  only  one  wiH  in  of  departed  saints,  were  invoked;  splendid 
Christ,  as  they  could  not  conceive  two  fVee  wills  churches  were  erected  to  their  bonouf ;  their  as- 
lo  exist  in  the  same  person.  Another  sect  main-  sistanos was  entreated  with  many  forvent  prayers  ; 
tained,  that  the  body  of  Christ  was  mt&rr^pfiU»,  while  the  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ  wns  thrown 
and  that  from  the  moment  of  his  conception,  he  into  the  shade,  and  ahnoot  disregaided.  An 
was  incapable  of  change,  and  of  suflTertng.  This  irresistible  efficw^  was  attributed  to  the  bonee  d 
chimera  Justinian  aUeiapled  to  establi^  by  an  martyrs,  and  to  the  figure  of  the  cross,  in  ddrai- 
edict.  He  banished  the  Patriarch  Eutychius,  ing  the  attempts  of  Satan,  in  msoving  all  sorts 
and  several  other  prelates,  who  opposed  his  sen-  of  calamities,  and  in  healing  the  diseases  Doih  ef 
timents;  and  was  proceeding  to  tyrwMiize  over  the  the  body  and  of  the  mind.  Works  of  piety  and 
consciences  of  men  with  more  violence  than  ever,  benevolence  were  viewed  aa  consisting  cbidly  m 
when  death  interposed,  and  transported  him  to  building  and  embellishing  cfaurehes  uA  cbapeb 
another  scene  of  existence.— Tn  euch  vain  and  in  endowing  monasteries ;  in  bunting  after  the 
preposterous  disputes  as  the««e.  were  the  minds  relics  of  martyri ;  in  procuring  the  intereeesion  of 
of  professed  Christians  occupied,  notwiihstand-  saints,  by  rich  oUations ;  in  worshipping  imagcit , 
ing  the  perils  with  which  they  were  then  envi-  in  pilgrima|tes  to  holy  places ;  in  voluntary  nets 
roned.    Councils  were  held,  to  determine  the  of  mortification;  in  solitary  hmssss;  and  in  a 


orthodox  side  of  a  question;  anathemas  were  variety  of  similar  services,  which  could  easily  be 

thundered  against  those  who  rdused  to  acquiesce  reconciled  with  the  ooounission  ef    Ike  mrsl 

in  their  decisions ;  princes  interposed  their  au-  abominable  crimes.  So  that  the  worship  of  *•  the 

thority,  and  the  civil  sword  was  unsheathed  to  Qod  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  *  was 

compel  men  to  believe  what  they  could  not  on-  exchanged  for  the  worship  of  bones,  hnir,  frsgw 

derstaad  ;r-while  the  substantial  tniths  of  reli-  meats  of  fingers  and  toes,  tattered  rags,  images  «f 

gion  were  overkioked,  and  iu  moraKty  disregard-  saints,  and  biu  of  rotten  wood,  supposed  to  be 

«|*-^'  Religion,**    ssys   Millot,    <«  inspiree  us  the  relies  «f  the  cross.    The  dubbing  of  saints 

srith  a  contempt  of  earthly  vanities,  a  detestation  became  a  fiuitfol  somiBe  of  frauds  imd  abases 

^  vice,  and  tndul(!ence  for  the  frailriee  of  our  throughout  the  Christian  world;  \yv^  wondirs 

neighbour ;  invincible  patience  in  misfortunes,  were  invented,  and  fabulous  hisloriea  comipoesd. 


tnd  compassion  for  the  unhappy ;  it  inspires  us     to  celebrate  exph>its  that  were  never  performed, 
^rith  charity  and  heroic  courage  \  and  tends  to    and  to  glorify  psnoni  that  nevir  had  a  bsii9» 
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•adsbwilmMBfrottthefreitMi  mnet  cotild  ea-  which  was  prioetpAnydeniBed  to  U6M,wu  most 
•ilj  be  procared,  either  by  penance,  or  by  money,  frequently  employed  in  tuning,    EzeooMiunicaw 
The  abturd  priaeiple,  that  Religion  coofitui  in  tion  was  made  the  instrumitet  of  clmiittiyr<i  inetead 
9cU  of  ouiferify,  produced  (he  most  eztraragant  ofMtnnf  souls,  and  was  Inflicted  according  io  the 
behaviour  m  certain  derotees,  and  reputed  saints,  dictates  of  policy  or  of  rerenge.**    The  great 
They  lived  among  the  wild '  beasts -,  they  ran.  and  the  noUo,  and  even  kings  ai^emperorSfWei;e 
nakwl  through  the  lonely  deserts,  with  a  furious  excommunicated,  when  it  was  designed  to  rob,  or 
aspect,  and  wiih  all  the  agitations  of  madness  md  to  enslave    them;  and  this  invisible  engine, 
frenzy ;  ihey  prolonged  their  wretched  lives,  by  which  they  wielded  with  a  powerful  and  a  sove- 
grass  and  wild  herbs ;  avoided  the- sight  and  eon-  reign  hand,  was  used  to  foment  dissensions  be- 
▼ersation  of  men,  and  remained  almost  motion-  tween  the  nearest  relatives,  and  to  kindle  the 
less  for  several  yean,  expoeed  to  the  rigour  and  most  bloody  wars.  The  generality  of  priests  and 
inclemency  of  the  seasons ; — and  all  this  was  con-  monks  kept  wives  and  concubines,  without  shame 
■idered  as  an  aeoaptable  method  of  worshipping  or  scruple,  and  even  the  papal  throne  was  the 
the  Deity,  and  of  attaining  a  share  in  his  favour.—  seat  of  debauchery  and  vice.    The  possessions  of 
But  of  all  the  instaaeee  of  superstitious  frenay,  the  church  were  either  sold  to  the  highest  bidder, 
which  disgraced  thoee  times,  none  was  heU  in  or  turned  into  a  patrimony  for  the  bastards  of  the 
higher  veneration  than  that  of  a  certain  order  of  incumbents.   Marriages,  wills,  contracts,  the  iA- 
men,  who  obtained  the  name  of  PiUar  soMfs.  taresls  of  fiimiliesandof  ooarts,  the  state  of  the 
These  were  persons  of  a  most  singular  and  extras  Kving  and  the  dead,  were  all  converted  into  in- 
vagsot  turn  of  mind,  who  stood  motionless  on  the  slrumeots  for  promoting  their  credit,  and  increas- 
to|is  of  pillars,  expreesly  raised  for  this  exercise  of  ing  iheir  ridws.    It  was,  therefbra,  a  necessa- 
their  patience,  and  remained  there  (or  several  ry  result  from  such  a  state  of  things,  that  vices  of 
years,  amidst  the  admiration  and  applause  of  a  every  description  abounded,  that  morals  were 
stupid  and  wondering  populace.     This  strange  ruined,  and  that  the  benevolence  of  the  divine 
miperstitioas  prsctice  began  in  the  fifUi  century,  law  was  trampled  tmder  fiiot. 
stnd  contuaed  In  the  East  fur  more  than  six  The  ihnbgical  tpeeulaliomM  in  which  they  iiK 
hundred  years.— To  the  same  principle  are  to  be  dulged,  corresponded  to  the  degrading  practices 
attributed  the  revolting  practices  of  the  Ftagt^  to  which  I  have  adverted,  and  tendwl  to  with- 
lanU,  a  sect  of  faiwtics  who  chastised  themselves  draw  the  mind  from  the  substantial  realities  both  of 
with  whips  in  public  phees.    Numbers  of  per-  science  and  of  religion.  Sophisms  and  fiilsehooda 
•ons  of  this  description,  of  all  agos  and  sexes,  were  held  forth  as  demonstrations.    Thsy  at- 
made  processions,  walkmg  two  by  t«ro,  with  their  tempted  to  argue  sAer  they  had  k»t  the  roles  of 
•hooklers  bare,  which  th^  whipped  till  the  blood  common  sense.    The  cultivation  of  letters  was 
ran  down  in  streamlets ;  in  order  to  obtain  mercy  negleetrd ;  eloquence  consisted  in  futile  deda- 
firom  Qnd,  and  appease  his  indignation  against  mations ;  and  phikwophy  was  lost  in  the  abyss 
the  wickedness  of  the  age.    They  held,  among  of  sdiolastic  and  sophistical  theofogy.    **  They 
other  things,  that  flagellation  was  of  eqtial  virtue  attempted  to  penetrate  into  mysteries,  and  to  de- 
with  baptism,  and  the  other  sacraments  ;  that  cide  questions  which  the  limited  faculties  of  the 
the  forgiveness  of  all  sins  was  to  be  obtained  by  hnman  mind  are  unable  to  comprehend  or  to 
tC,  without  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ ;  that  the  resolve  ;'*  and  such  vain  speculations  they  endoa- 
okl  law  of  Christ  was  soon  to  be  abolished,  and  voured  to  incorporate  into  the  system  of  rdigion, 
that  a  new  law,  enjoining  the  baptism  of  blood,  to  and  to  render  theology  a  subject  of  metaphysical 
be  administered  by  whipping,  was  to  besubsti-  refinement,  and  of  endless  controversy.    A  &lss 
tuted  in  its  place.  logic  was  introduced,  which  subtilized   opoo 
The  esermess  pemer  etmfarrei  OfilJhs  mjaiieert  loonb,  but  save  no  ide^  of  thingB ;  which  em- 
^re&«gt<m  was  another  source  of  immorality  and  ployed  itself  in  nice  and  refined  distinctions 
of  the  greatest  excesses.    The  pope  and  the  der-  concerning  objects  and  operations  which  lie  bo- 
gy reigned  over  nmnkind  without  control,  and  yond  the  reach  of  human  understanding,  which 
made  themselves  aMSters  of  almost  all  the  wealth  confounded  every  thing  by  attempting  to  analyze 
of  every  country  in  Europe.    They  were  im-  mwery  thing,  and  which  opened  an  arena  for  men 
mersed  in  crisMS  of  the  deepest  dye ;  and  the  of  fiery  seal  to  kindle  the  flame  of  controversy, 
laity,  iosajriningthemsohres able  to pnrcha^  the  and  to  give  birth  to  numerous  heresies.    The 
pardon  of  their  sins  for  money,  followed  the  ex-  following  are  a  few  instances,  out  of  many,  whicn 
Mmple  of  their  pastors  without  remorse.    The  might  be  produced,  of  the  questions  and  contro* 
moei  violent  contentions,  animosities,  and  hatred,  versies  which  occupied  the  attention  of  bishops 
signed  among  the  different  orders  of  monks,  and  and  seraphical  doctors,  and  gave  rise  to  furious 
between  the  dergy  of  all  ranks  and  degrees,  contentions :— Whether  the  conception  of  the 
*'  Instead  of  consecrating  ecclesiastical  censures  Blessed  Virgin  was  immaculate  ?     Whether 
solely  to  spiritual  purposes,  they  converted  them  Mary  should  be  denominated  the  Mother  of  God, 
into  n  wtt«p(ia  for  defending  their  privileges,  and  or  the  Mother  of  Christ  ?    Whether  the  bread 
0«|>|Mirtiof  their  pretensioos.    The  priesthood,  and  wine  used  in  the  eucharist  were  digested  7 
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la  wbat  inainM'  the  imtt  oT  Christ  opwated,  and  Nothing  can  be  ooneeif«d  more  dirMtljrspnf' 

whether  he  had  one  will  or  Aso  7    Whether  the  nantto  the  beiMToleace  which  the  relifien  of 

Holy  Ghost  proceeded  Trom  th«  Father  and  Sooi  Jesus  iacoloates,  than  the  lenper  and  oondoct  ol 

or  only  from  the  Father  ?    Whether  learened  or  tho«e  who  arrogated  to  ibenMlf  es  the  character 


unleavened  bread  ought  to  be  used  in  the  euch*-  of  being  God's  vieegerents  on  earth,  and  who 

rist  ?    Whether  souls  in  their  intermediate  state  sumed  the  suprene  direction  and  control  of  the 

see  Grnd,  or  only  the  human  nature  of  Christ  ?  Christian  church.    In  persons  who  laid  daian  t» 

It  was  disputed  between  the  Dominicans  and  the  functions  so  sacred  and  divine,  it  might  have 

Franciscans,  fVhOher  CknHhod  m^  property  7  been  expected,  that  the  appearance  at  least,  of 

The  Pope  pronounced  the  negative  proposition  to  piety,  humility,  and  benevolence,  would  bav* 

be  a  pestilential  and  blaspbrmous  doctrine,  sub-  been  exhibited  before  the  eyes  of  the  Christiap 

versive  of  catholic  faith.    Many  councils  were  world.    But  the  history  of  the  popes  and  their 

held  at  Constantinople,  to  determine  what  sort  of  satellites,  displays  almost  every  thing  wbkh  i* 

light  it  wss  the  disciples  saw  on  Mount  Tabor :  directly  opposed  to  such  heavenly  virtues.  Their 

it  was  ^emnly  pronounced  to  be  the  eternal  light  avarice,  extortion,  and  licentiousness,  became  in- 

wiih  which  God  is  eocirclsd ;  and  which  may  be  tolerable  and  excessive  almost  to  a    proverb, 

termed  his  energy  or  operation,  but  is  distinct  To  extend  their  power  over  the  kingdonwof  thin 

from  his  nature  and  essence.     The  disputes  world,  to  increase  their  weaMi  and  revenaea,  to 

lespeoting  the  real  presence  of  Christ  in  the  live  in  opulence  and  splendour,  to  bumble  kiats, 

eucharist,  led  to  this  absurd  conclusion,  which  lo  alienate  the  affectioos  of  their  sufajecta,  and 
came  to  be  universally  admitted—"  That  the 

substance  of  the  bread  and  wine  used  in  that  notametefcwIciUentertalninentj  Iwtaaocf^*^ 

ocdinanoe  is  changed  into  the  real  body  and  blood  ffutbmt  peifonned  br  tlM  ministers  of  reUflovk.  anf 

of  Christ ;"  and  consequently,  when  a  man  eats  Jy  '^'^'*^y^^.''^S!?tZ£S!S!^t.  ^ 

,       .       t  ret.        ^ti  tory  of  Charles  V.  vol,  I.  — InaoeoTaancewilbsoca 

what  has  the  appearance  of  a  wafer,  he  really  ceiimooles  were  the  ideas  which  prerailedi  eC  the 

and  truly  eaU  the  body  and  blood,  the  sen/  omd  fooNsh  QualWcsttions  reqolstte  to  constltme  m 


drmks  wbat  has  the  appearance  of  wine,  he  fve^iently  to  ehorch ;  who  presents  the  obladea 

drinks  the  very  same  body  and  blood,  soul  and  otfered  to  God  upon  the  altar;  wbedoth  nottasieof 

divinity,  which,  perhaps,  not  a  muiute  before,  ne  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^  q^.  ^^  ^^^^  ,|,^  |^|y 

bad  whoify  and  entirefy  eaien  /—At  the  penod  to  festivals  approach,  lives  chastely  even  with  his  eivn 

which  I  now  allude,  the  atOhenHeity  of  a  mupeet-  wife  duiln?  Mveral  days,  Jat  ^V^"^®  S'tSJfta 

...  .  L    L  II  M      ^^ui^  he  may  draw  near  to  the  altar  of  Ged  j  and  who.  m 

sd  rsbc  was  proved  by  bulls— councils  amemUed  „,^  jjj^  p,^,  ^^^  ,^pp,t  the  Creed  and  the  Lnr<*s 

and  decided  upon  the  authority  of  forged  acts  prayer.  Redeem,  then,  yonr  souls  from  deetroctJoa, 

..uu  — .pJ  »A  #JL«  iMiiMMM«M  «/•«  anini  or  tha  while  you  have  the  means  In  yoOT  power ;  omt'iae- 

with  regard  to  the  antiquity  of  «•««»,<»'  ^"^^  ,ents  and  tithes  to  churehmen ;  come  mere  frequeM- 

place  where  his  body  was  deposited ;  and  a  bold  ]y  |o  church ;  humbly  implore  the  patronsfe  of  the 

impostor  needed  only  to  open  hb  mouth,  to  per^  saints »  for  if  7ou  obRenre  these  2lSS;>Z2?t«*?K 

J     .u     ..!.:...  j1  .^    iLi:.^  »k.t«»«i  k.  come  with  security  In  the  day  uf  retriborton  to  the 

suade  the  multitude  to    believe  whatever  he  ^„,„nal  of  the  fliernal  Judge,  and  say,  •  Give  to  ni, 

pleased.    To  feed  upon  animals  strsngled  or  un-  o  Lonl,  for  we  have  given  unto  thee.*"— Here  wehave 

on  Friday,  to  fast  on  Saturday,  or  to  use  unleaven-  regignaiion  to  his  win,  obedience  to  his  laws,  or  of 

ed  bread  in  the  serviee  of  the  mass — wero,  by  jostlce,  benevolence,  or  ehartty  towards  mett.->JiD- 

«>me,  considered  as  indispensable  duties,  and  by  **f!S'?„gJ;SSSJ'{h?'tenns  In  which  Tetxel«id 

others,  as  vile  abominations.    In  roort,  the  his-  |,|g  Mgoclates  describe  the  benefit  of  indfOgmceet 

tory  of  this  period  is  a  reproach  to  the  human  about  the  bejrtnnlnj?  of  the  isth  «'«««S':ii2*!^J« 

J     .     J-  I.  Ji 1  .    .1.         » f  fore  the  era  nf  the  reformstion.    "ffanj'SBan,   sau 

understanding  ;  an  insult  offered  lo  the  majesty  of  JJJJJ  "puw*R»e  letters  of  Indnlfence.  his  k>uI  maj 

reason  and  of  science,  and  a  libel  on  the  benevo-  rest  secure  with  respect  to  its  salvation.    Th«,«5«^ 

lent  .pin.  which  b«.l|».  *«agh  *.  .hoi.  of  "^^r.iJSSrtS'.SlfS.^SSJr.^lS 

the  Christian  system. *  J^  the  chest,  Insuntly  escape  flrom  that  place  of  tor- 
ment, and  ascend  Into  heaven.    The  efncaryof  fas- 

•  AS  a  striking  instance  of  the  follyand  Imbecility  dulgences  were  ^^/^S:!^l^S>^^^^^!!!SJvSS^ 

of  the  human  mind  at  this  period.  It  may  be  noticed,  fjon/f  «"«  ■h^>J  ^J^J^S  ST^mlM  ai?£?l^d 

that  in  several  churches  in  Prance  they  celebrated  a  the  Mother  of  ^^^^^^iy^J^^f^J^  ^SSl 

Sstlval  in  commemoration  of  the  Vlrein  MarTs  »»y '^<«!.«'^,\»»«  ifi??"  jL^^.if^^^ 

flight  into  Egypt,  which  was  called  the  Peaet  of  the  ment  and  guilt   Jhttthb  wastl^e  UMpe^^ 

m1    a  youSSrl  richly  drosMd.  with  a  child  fa  her  of  God,  in  o«*>L*2  J!SJ^.22i.  Jr^JL.^ 

Siis.  wis  let  Spon  an  is  richly  caparisoned.    The  «*•  «~»«««<1»? .\tt  £?2^5^^^ 

assWas  led  to  tbealuir  in  solemn  procession.    Hi?h  was  as  •ffl^'^®)"  "i^*?,*^!??  «t2^2!f  n^  wM 

man  was  said  with  sreat  DoroD.  The  ass  was  taught  the  heavens  are  open,  if  yen  enter  not  now,  wrna 

Stoeellt^roSf  pESJ ra l&m™ o less  childfsh  will youenter t    PS'I^g^SSSS^.'SSSS^S 

than  Imptoas,  was  song  In  his  praise  j  and  when  the  soul  of  your  fatherom  of  igijajj^  ™^IIS 

the  oereiliony 'was  end<S.  the  priesi.  Instead  of  the  so  ungratefu  Jh^Zf  w  »2?l2^r  ™S^Sf2 

usual  worts  with  which  he  dismissed  the  people,  from  torment  T  ^f,y^,i^J^*i3^^^JSm^^«^ 

hrayed  rtr-M  thnteWuan  Ms.and  the  people,  Instead  sttrip  yourself  InsttnUyjnd  "gi";'"  fg' !1« 

of  the  usiial  lesuonse,  "We  hlcss  the  Lort,"  hrayed  chase  such  benefits,"  *c-Kober»«o«  »  CAortss  r 

te  the  same  manner.  Thir  ridiculous  ceremony  was  voLlL 
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to  riot  intlM  lap  of  lumiy  and  <lel»iiclu»ry,  mmd-  diwipline  or  prwritiont,  ibucM  in  wiU  codAh 

00  to  be  iha  grnK  objoeii  of  iboir  ambtUoa.    In-  sion  through  the  eatlern  parte  of  Europe,  and,  at 

Mead  of  acting  aa  the  boralds  of  mercy,  and  the  erery  step  of  their  progreee,  conuniued  th^  moei 

minittera  of  peace,  ihej  thundered  anaiheoiaa  dreadful  oulragee*    So  inTeierale  was  their  ceaS 

against  all  who  called  In  qoestiun  theu  authority,  against  the  Jewa,  wherever  they  were  found,  that 

kindled  the  flames  of  discord  and  of  civil  wars,  many  of  those  unfortunate  beings,  both  men  and 

armed  subjects  against  their  sovereigns,  led  forth  women,  mordered  their  own  children,  in  the 

hostile  armies  to  the  battle,  and  filled  Europe  midst  of  the  deapair  to  whicii  they  were  driven 

with  ooafusioa,  devastation,  and  carnage.    La-  by  these  infuriated  madmen ;  and  when  they  ar- 

siead  of  applying  the  mild  precepts  of  Christi-  rived  at  Jeni8alera»and  had  taken  that  city  by  as- 

aniry,  and  interposing  the  authority  they  had  ao-  sault,  thpy  suffered  none  of  the  infidrls  to  escape 

quired  for  recoodling  enemies,  and  subduing  the  the  slaughter.    Sueh  was  the  way  in  which  the 

jeaiowies  of  rival  monarchs,  they  delighted  to  successors  of  the  Apostle  Peter  displayed  their 

widen  the  breach  of  frieadshipi  and  to  fan  the  general  benevolence,  and  their  love  to  the  aoub 

flame  of  animoaity  and  discord.    Dr.  Robertson,  and  bodies  of  men. 

when  adverting  to  the  personal  jealousies  of  The  estid)llBhment  of  the  JnqMdonf  is  ano- 

Francis  I.  and  Charles  V.  remarks,  "  If  it  had  ther  mode  in  which  the  tyranny  and  cruelly  of 

been  in  the  power  of  the  Pope  to  engage  them  in  the  Romish  church  has  been  displayed.    Thie 

hostilities,  without  rendering  Lombardy  the  the-  court  was  founded  in  the  Ifth  century,  by  Fa- 

atre  of  war,  nothing  wouU  have  been  more  agree-  ther  Dominic,  and  his  ibllowers,  who  were  sent 

able  to  him  than  to  see  them  waste  each  other's  by  Pope  Innocent  III.  with  orders  to  excite  the 

strength  in  endless  quarreb."*  The  Son  of  man  Catholic  princes  and  people  to  extirpate  heretics. 

came  into  the  worU,  not  to  ifsstrsy  men's  lives.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  conceive  any  institution 

but  to  Mos  them ;  but,  in  such  instances,  we  be>  more  directly  opposed  to  the  dictates  of  justice 

hold  his  pretended  vicars,  preparing  and  arrang-  and  humanity,  to  the  genius  of  Christianity,  and 

in]{  the  elements  of  discord,  laying  a  train  for  the  to  the  meekness  and  gentleness  of  Christ,  than 

destruction  of  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands/  this  infernal  tribunal.    The  proceedings  agaiittt 

and  taking  a  diabolical  delight  in  contemplating  the  unhappy  victims  of  this  court,  are  conducted 

the  feuds,  the  massacres,  and  the  miseries  which  with  the  greatest  secrecy.    The  person  granted 

their  infernal  policy  had  created.    The  decrees  them  as  counsel  is  n6t  permitted  to  converse 

of  the  papal  throne,  instead  of  breathing  the  mild-  with  them,  except  in  the  presence  of  the  Inqui- 

nese  and  benevolence  of  Jesus,  became  thunder-  sitors ;  and,  when  they  communicate  the  evi- 

ing  curses,  and  sanguinary  taws,  and  a  set  of  dence  to  the  accused  persons,  ikty  ear^fulfy  cm' 

Crantic  enthusiasts,  or  a  lawless  banditti,  were  ceedjrom  them  tk§  ntmut  0/  CAs  mttAers.     The 

fi-ec|uently  appointed  to  carry  them  into  effect.  prisoners  are  kept  for  a  long  time,  till  they  them- 

Not  contented  with  the  InMirrectioQs  and  the  d^  selves,  through  the  application  of  the  lorficr*, 

•olations  they  had  produced  among  the  European  turn  their  own  aocusera;  for  they  are  neither 

nationa,  they  planned  an  expedition  for  the  pur-  told  their  crime,  nor  confronted  with  witnesses. 

pose  of  massacring  the  inhabitants  of  Asia,  and  When  there  is  no  shadow  of  proof  against  the 

ravaging  their  country.    Urban  II.  about  A.  D.  pretended  criminal,  he  is  disobargM),  after  snP 

1095,  travelled  from  province  to  province,  levying  fering  the  most  cruel  tortures,  a  tedious  and 

troops,  even  without  the  consent  of  their  princes ;  dreadful  imprisonment ,  and  the  kisB  of  the  greatest 

preaching  up  the  doctrine  of**  destruction  to  the  part  of  his  effects.    When  he  is  convicted  and 

infideU  ;'*  and  commanding  the  people,  in  the  condemned,  he  is  led  in  procession,  with  other 

name  of  God,  to  join  in  the  hofy  war.    St.  Ber-  unfortunate  beings,  on  the  feelival  of  the  Anbt  da 

nard  ran  from  town  to  town  haranguing  the  mul-  fe,  to  the  place  of  execution.    He  is  clothed  with 

tiiude,  performmg  pretended  miracles,  sund  hiduo-  a  garment,  painted  with  flames,  and  with  hia 

ins  aU  ranks,  from  the  emperor  to  the  peasant,  to  own  figure,  surrounded  with  dogs,  serpents,  and 

enrol  themselves  under  the  banners  of  the  cross,  devils,  all  open-mouthed,  as  if  ready  to  devour 

Peter  the  Hermit,  a  man  of  a  hideous  figure  and  him.    Such  of  the  priaooers  as  declare  that  they 

aspect,  covered  with  rags,  walking   barefooted,  die  in  the  commimion  of  the  church  of  Rome, 

and  speaking  as  a  prophet,  inspired  the  people  are  first  strangled,  and  then  burned  to  ashes. 

^vwy  where  with  aa  enthusiasm  similar  to  hia  Those  who  die  in  any  other  fitiih,  are  biarned 

own.     Thousands  of  wicked  and  abaadooed  de-  «2tni.     The  prieats  tell  them,  that  they  leave 

bauchees  were  thus  collected ;  bishops,  priests,  them  to  the  devil,  who  b  standing  at  iheir  elbow, 

monks,  women  and  children,  were  all  enrolled  in  to  receive  their  souls,  and  carry  them  with  him 

the  hdy  army.    A  pleoair  absolution  of  all  their  into  the  flames  of  hell.    Flaming  fbrxea,  fasteo- 

ains  was  promised :  and  if  they  died  in  the  eon*  od  to  long  poles,  are  then  thrust  against  their 

test,  they  were  assured  of  a  crown  of  martyrdom  faces,  till  their  boss  are  burned  to  a  coal,  which 

in  the  world  to  come.  With  hearia  burning  with  b  accompanied  with  the  loudest  aedamatioos  d 

vrf  ancf  revenge,  this  army  of  banditti,  without  joy,  among  the  thoosands  of  spectaton.    Al 

*  Robertson's  ChaziesY.ToLlL  bst  fire  b  set  to  the  Ana  at  lha  botton  of  Ibo 

22 


no  THE  PHIL080PHT  OF  RELIGION. 


ttake,  over  whidi  th«  eriminab  are  chsiiied  m  apoo  a  doaer  examinatieB,  it  wtt  tbuad,  that  di« 
hi^hi  that  the  top  of  the  Same  Mldoin  reachea  whole  firoiK  of  the  bodj  wmt  eovered  with  ex- 
higher  than  the  aeat  they  ait  on ;  ao  thai  they  tremely  ahaip  nails,  and  anall  daf  gert,  or  bUdea 
teem  to  be'  roaittd  rather  than  burned.     There  of  kaiTce,  with  the  pointB  pragecting  oatwarda. 
cannot  be  a  more  lamentable  ipectacle  ;  the  au^  The  arma  and  banda  had  jointa,  and  their  oto- 
ferers  conrhnially  cry  out,  while  they  are  able,  tiona  were  directed  by  machinery,  placed  behiiHl 
«  Pity,  for  the  love  of  Qod ;"  yet  if  ia  beheld  by  the  partition.    One  of  the  aenranta  of  the  Inqot- 
all  sexes  and  ages,  with  transports  of  joy  and  aition  was  ordered  to  make  the  asarhine  ma* 
satirfaction  ;  and  even  the  monarch,  surrounded  ncsuvra.    As  the  statue  extended  ita  arms,  and 
by  his  courtiers,  has  sometimes  graced  the  acene  gradually  drew  them  back,  as  if  she  would  affie^ 
with  his  presence,  imagining  that  he  was  per-  tiooately  embrace,  and  prem  aome  one  to  her 
filming  an  act  highly  acceptable  to  the  Deity !  !*  heart,  the  well-filled  knapsack  of  a  PoKah  greo*- 
And  what  are  the  heinous  crimes  for  which  dier  supplied  for  this  time  Um  place  of  the  poor 
such  dreadful  punishments  are  prepared?  Pen-  victim.  The  statue  pressed  it  closer  and  ckiaer; 
hapi  nothing  more  than  reading  a  book  which  and  when  the  director  of  the  nmchinety  made  it 
has  been  denounced  as  heretical  by  the  holy  open  its  arms  and  return  to  ila  first  poeition,  the 
office,  such  as  "  Rayttal*s  History  of  the  Indies,"  knapsack  was  pietxsed  two  or  three  indtca  deep^ 
—assuming  the  title  of  a  freemason— irritating  and  remained  hanging  upo^the  naSs  and  da^ 
a  priest  or  mendicant  friar—uttering  the  laa-  gers  of  the  murderous  instrument, 
guage  of  freethinkers— declaiming  against  the  This  iofiunooa  tribunal  is  said  to  have  caused, 
celibacy  of  ihe  dergy^insinuating  hints  or  sua-  between  tho  years  1481  and  1759,  S4,658  pct^ 
picions  respecting  their  amours  and  debauche-  aons  to  be  burnt  alive ;  and  between  1481  and 
ries— or  throwing  out  a  joke  to  the  dishonour  of  1808,  to  havo  sentenced  S88,f  14  to  the  gaHeys, 
the  Virgin  Mary ,t— or,  at  most,  holding  the  or  to  porpettu^l  imprisonment.*    In  the  Ai^  « 
sentiments  of  a  Mahometan,  of  a  Jew,  or  the  Toledo,  in  Ftbntary,  1501,  67  women  were  d^ 
rollowert  of  Calvin  or  Luther.  In  the  year  1725,  livered  over  to  the  flames  for  Jewish  precticea. 
the  Inquisition  discorered  a  family  of  Moors  at  The  same  punishment  was  inflicted  on  900  le- 
Grenada,  peaceably  employed  in  manufacturing  males  tar  beinj;  wUeket,  in  the  Dutdiy  of  Lfor* 
ailks,  and  poasessing  superior  skill  in  the  exer-  raine,  by  one  Inquisitor  alone.    Under  this  a^ 
cise  of  this  profeasion.     The  ancien:  laws,  sup-  cusation,  upwards  of  thirty  thamtomd  women  han 
poaed  to  have  fallen  into  disuse,  were  enforced  perished  by  the  hands  of  the  Inquisition. f  Tor^ 
in  all  their  rigour,  and  tht  wrddttd  famify  teas  quemada,  tliat    infernal   inquisitor  of  Spain, 
burnt  ottes.^    Oh  the  entry  of  the  French  into  brought  into  the  Inquisition,  in  the  space  of  14 
Tolodo,  during  the  late  Peninsular  war,  General  years,  no  fewer  than  80,000  persona ;  of  whom 
Lasalle  visited  the  palace  of  the  Inquisition.  6000  were  condemned  to  the  flamea,  and  bunied 
The  great  number  of  instruments  of  torture,  alive  with  the  greatest  pomp  and  exultaiioo ;  aod, 
especially  the  instruments  to  stretch  the  limbs,  of  that  vast  number,  there  waa  perhapa  ml  a 
and  the  drop-baths,  which  cause  a  lingering  single  person  who  was  not  more  pure  in  religioa, 
death,  excited  horror,  even  in  the  minds  of  soU  te  well  as  morals,  than  their  outrageons  perae« 
diers  hardened  in  the  field  of  battle.    One  of  cutors.|— Has  the  Deity,  then,  vrbom  the  Inqoi- 
these  iiistruments,  singular  in  its  kind  for  refined  lition  professes  to  servo,  sudi  a  voracious  appetiea 
torture,  and  disgraceful  to  humanity  and  religion,  ibr  the  blood  of  human  victims?  Has  thai  he- 
deserves  particular  description.    In  asubterra-  nevolent  Being,  whomaketh  his  sun  to  cheer  the 
neous  vault  adjoining  to  the  audience  chamber,  habitations  of  the  loidbsd  as  well  as  of  the  rigb- 
Btood,  in  a  recess  in  the  wall,  a  wooden  statue  teous,  and  whose  "  tender  mereiea  are  over  aB 
made  by  the  hands  of  monks,  representing  the  his    works" — commiraioned  such   bloodthirsty 
Virgin  Mary.  A  gilded  glory  beamed  lound  her  monsters  to  act  as  his  ministrrt  of  vengeance,  and 
head,  and  she  held  a  standard  in  her  right  hand,  to  torment  and  destroy  the  rational  creaturca  be 
Notwithstanding  the  ample  folds  of  the  silk  gar-  has  formed?  The  very  thought  is  absurd  and 
ment  which  fell  from  her  shoulders  on  both  sides,  bloMphemout  in  the  highest  d^ree.     AH  his  be- 
it  appeared  that  she  wore  a  breastplate;  and,  neficent  operations  in  creation  around  us,  and  all 

the  gracious  promises  and  dodarationa  of  hia 

"  See  Ency.  Brit.  Art.  AdoffaUh,  and  InquUUion^  word,  stand  directly  opposed  to  such  heUish  prao- 

tlon  given  ai  ToWa  tn  t58i,**  may  be  seen  in  the  Ap^  rehels  against  the  divmc  govemnMUt,  and  as  nuw 

pendiff  to"  Peyron's  Essays  on  Spain '  which  forms  aancee  in  the  universe  of  God. 

ths  fourth  volume  of  Bnur9)ing*s  wonc.  tpu^  «.,«»*-#»,i»  *^ »k:j.     :«  ^-»     - 

*  The  Chevalier  de  81.  Gervafc,  was  imprUoned  In  *  "?  """******"  MoMmem  which,   in  diflerea. 

the  Inquisition  on  the  following  occasion.— A  men-  <^g^i  have  taken  place,  on  aeeount  of  reUgieua 
dicsnt  having  come  to  his  chamber,  with  a  purse, 
besged  him  to  contriliute  something  for  the  lights 

ur  tiipere  to  be  lighted  in  nonour  of  the  Virgm,  he  *  Hlstolre  Abrecse  de  nnqulslUon. 

replied,  "  My  good  father,  the  Virgin  lias  no  need  of  t  «■  The  Inquisition   Unmaaked.**    Br 

Ughts,  She  need  only  go  to  bed  at  an  earlier  hour.*'  PnigbUuich. 

I  Bo  irgulng's  Bute  of  Spain,  VoL  L  p.  Sit.  S  Kalm's  Bketches,  ToL  iT. 
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epinioM,  19  anotW  revolting  and  melftnehol/  mowtrated  he  had  been  previoudy  aware  oT  tha 
trait  in  the  character  of  the  proAesed  roiariee  of  intended  catastrophe.  The  cannone  were  fired, 
the  Christian  cause.  Of  these,  the  massacre  of  bonfires  were  kindled,  and  a  solemn  mass  was 
the  Protestants  in  France  on  the  feast  of  Si.  celebrated,  at  which  Pope  Gregory  XIII.  assist* 
Bartholomew,  on  the  t4th  Aoeust,  157S,  was  ed,  with  sJl  the  splendour  whidi  that  court  is 
perhaps,  one  of  the  roost  diabolical  acts  of  per6dy,  accustomed  to  display  on  events  of  the  most  gto- 
injusiioe,  and  cruelty,  which  have  stained  the  rbus  and  important  cooseijuence  !* 
character  of  our  race.  Every  thing  was  atro-  The  horrid  practice  of  Dragoening,  wUch 
cioiis  and  horrible  in  this  unexampled  conspiracy  was  used  by  Papists,  for  converting  supposed  ho- 
and  assassinatioa ;  feelings  of  the  most  sacred  na-  relics,  was  another  melancholy' example  of  rein 
ture  were  annihilated ;  religious  zeal  was  chang-  gious  cruelly  and  frenzy.  In  the  reign  of  Louis 
ed  into  an  impious  frenzy  ;  and  filial  piety  d^  XIV.  of  Prance,  his  troopers,  soldiers,  and  dra- 
generatud  into  sanguinary  fury.  Under  the  di-  goons,  etaered  into  the  booses  of  the  Protestants, 
rectioQ  of  tlie  infanious  Duke  of  Guise,  the  s(d«  where  they  marred  and  defaced  their  bousehdd 
diers  and  the  populace  en  mosas,  at  the  signal  of  stufiT,  broke  their  looking-glasses,  let  their  wine 
the  tolling  of  a  bell,  flew  to  arms,  seizing  every  run  about  their  cellars,  threw  about  and  trampled 
weapon  that  presented  itself;  and  then  ruining  in  under  foot  their  provisions,  turned  their  dining- 
crowds  to  every  quarter  of  the  city  of  Paris,— no  rooms  into  stables  for  their  horses,  and  treated 
sound  was  heard  but  the  horriUe  cry,  iCitf  Ms  the  owners  with  ihe  highest  indignity  and  eru- 
Huguenou!  Every  one  suspected  of  i>eing  a  eky.  They  bound  to  posts  motlMrs  that  gave 
Calvinist,  without  any  distinction  of  rank,  age,  sock,  and  let  their  socking  infants  lie  languishing 
or  sex,  was  indiscriminately  massacred.  The  in  their  sight  for  several  days  and  nights,  cry- 
air  resounded  with  the  horrid  cries  and  blasphe-  ing,  mourning,  and  gasping  for  life.  Some  they 
mous  imprecations,  of  the  murderers,  the  piercing  bound  before  a  great  fire,  and  after  they  were  half 
shriiHcs  of  the  wounded,  and  the  groans  of  the  roasted,  let  them  go.  Some  they  bung  up  by  tha 
dying.  Headless  trunks  were  wwy  instant  pre-  hair,  and  some  by  the  feet,  in  chimneys,  and 
cipilated  from  the  windows  into  the  court-yards,  smoked  them  with  wispe  of  wet  bay  till  thej 
or  the  streets;  the  gate-ways  were  choked  up  were  suffocated.  Women  and  maids  were  hong 
with  the  bodies  of  the  dead  and  dying,  and  the  up  by  their  feet,  or  by  their  arm-pits,  and  exposed 
streets  presented  a  spectacle  of  mangled  limbs,  stark  naked  to  public  view.  Some  they  cut  and 
and  of  human  bodies,  dragged  by  their  butchers  slashed  with  knives,  and  afler  stripping  then 
in  order  to  be  thrown  into  the  Seine.  Palaces,  naked,  stuck  their  bodies  with  pins  and  medlea 
hotels,  and  public  buildings,  were  reeking  with  from  head  to  foot ;  and,  with  red  hot  pincers,  took 
blood ;  the  image  of  death  and  desohition  reign-  hold  of  them  by  the  nose  and  other  parts  of  tha 
ed  on  every  side,  and  under  the  most  hideous  ajH  body,  and  dragged  them  about  the  rooms  till  they 
pearances ;  and  in  all  quarters,  carts  were  seen  made  them  promise  to  be  Gat/boCies,  or  till 
loaded  with  dead  bodies,  destined  to  be  cast  into  the  cries  of  these  miserable  wretches,  catting 
the  river,  whose  waters  were  for  several  days  upon  God  for  help,  induced  them  to  let  them  go« 
■oUied  by  tides  of  homan  gore.  The  infuriated  If  any,  to  escape  these  barbarities,  mdeavoured 
assassins,  urged  on  by  the  cry,  that  '*  It  was  the  to  save  themselves  by  flight,  they  pursued  them 
king's  will  tluU  the  very  last  of  this  imee  of  vi-  into  the  fields  and  woods,  where  they  shot  at 
pers  should  be  crushed  and  killed,"  became  fu-  them,  as  if  they  had  been  wild  beasts ;  and  pro- 
rious  in  the  slaughter ;  in  proof  of  which,  one  hibited  ihem  from  departing  the  kingdom,  upon 
Cruce,  a  jeweller,  displaying  his  naked  and  pain  of  the  galleys,  the  lairii,  and  perpetual  im- 
bloody  arm,  vaunted  aloud,  that  he  had  ott  the  prisonroent.  On  such  scenes  of  desolation  and 
throats  of  more  than  400  Huguenots  in  one  day.  horror,  the  Popish  clergy  feasted  rheir  eyes,  and 
During  this  horrid  period,  every  species  of  the  made  them  only  a  matter  of  laughter  and  of  sport,  f 
most  refined  cruelty  became  exhausted ;  the  —What  a  striking  contrast  to  the  benevolence  of 
weakness  of  infancy  proved  no  impediment  to  theDeity,whom  they  impiously  pretend  to  serve! 
the  impulse  of  ferocity  ;  children  of  ten  years,  Could  a  savage  American  have  devised  mors 
exercising  the  first  homicidal  deed,  were  seen  barbarous  and  infernal  cruelties? 
committing  the  most  barbarous  acts,  and  cutting  In  the  civil  wars,  on  account  of  religion,  which 
the  throats  of  infanu  in  their  swaddling  clothes!  happened  in  France,  in  the  beginning  of  the  17lh 
the  number  of  victims  thus  slaughtered  in  the  century,  above  a  million  of  men  Inat  their  lives, 
city  of  Paris,  amounted  to  above  six  thousand ;  and  nine  cities,  400  villages,  SOOO  churches, 
and,  in  the  provinces,  at  the  same  time,  there  tOOO  monasteries,  and  10,000  houses  were  bum- 
perished  about  sixty  thousand  souls.    And,  what 

is  still  more  shocking,  the  news  of  this  massa^  „*  ^ss  »  late  pobjlcatlpn  entitled  "Memolraor 

«M  »«•  «f.i«.nm.<i  .t  D»»»«  .iih  ti.^  .w^  ii«.i«r  Henry  the  Great,  and  of  the  Court  of  France  during 

€re  was  welcomed  at  Rome  with  the  most  lively  ya*  leljpn,"  t  vols,  svo,  In  which  Is  contatiisd  tS 

transports  of  joy.    The  Cardinal  of  Lorraine  fullest  description  of  this  massacrs  whicn  hasi^ 

gave  a  large  reward  to  the  courier :  and  intnro-  P^K?,*?  !!!?«^?"!S!I.^;i..  ......  .  ^# 

■.,,.  •  .    ®         ..        u«  ^  ■  .L.J*     *"ora  mors  particular  account  of  suchi 

gated  nim  upon  the  subjset,  in  a  manner  that  do-  Me  Enc/.  Brit.  ArtiCie  DiagoMilng. 
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•d  or  dtilrpyedi  daring  their  ooattoouiM ;  betulaff  deliTw  up  the  yoimg  matt.    Hunter,  henrn^  ef 

the  many  ihouaniide  of  men,  women,  end  chiU  hie  father's  danger,  nnde  his  appearanee,  and 

dren,  that  were  cruelly  hutchered:  and  150,000,000  nas  burned  alire,  instead  of  being  rewarded  lor 

of  livrea  were  epent  in  canying  fiirward  these  his  filial  piety.     A  woman  of  Gucfusey  was 

slaughters  and  devastations.    It  is  said  of  Loais  liitHight  to  the  stake,  without  regard  to  her  ail* 

XIII.  who  carried  on  these  wars,  by  one  of  his  vancod  pregnancy,  and  she  was  delivered  in  the 

biographers  and  panegyrists,  Madame  de  Motte-  midst  of  the  flames.    One  of  the  gunrda  entttdied 

ville  that,  ^'  what  gave  him  tht  greotetf  p/eoswe,  the  infant  firom  the  fire ;  but  the  ongiainte,  who 

was  his  thought  of  ttrwing  herttica  aui  iff  the  attended  the  execution,  ordered  it  to  be  ibrowa 

iksn^rfom,  and  thereby  purgmg  the  different  reli-  back,  being  resolved,  he  sud,  that  nothing  shooU 

gions  which  corrupt  and  infect  the  church  of  survive  which  sprung  from  a  parent  so  ohaii- 

God.*'*    In  the  Netherlands  akme,  from  the  naiely  heretical* 

time  that  the  edict  of  Charles  V.  was  promulgated        What  a  dreadful  picture  would  it  preentt  of 

•gainst  the  reformers,  more  than  100,000  persons  the  malignity  of  persons  v^o  have  profpssed  the 

were  hanged,  beheaded,  buried  alive,  or  burned  religion  qIC  Christ,  were  we  to  collect  into  one 

OB  account  of  religion.  The  prisons  were  crowd*  point  of  view,  idl  the  peiaecntioiis,   lortnrea, 

ed  with  supposed  heretics ;  and  tlie  gibbet,  the  burnings,  massacres, and  horrid  ciuehiea,  whicli« 

ncaffold,  and  the  stake,  filled  every  heart  with  in  Europe,  and  Asia,  and  even  in  the  Wea^  In* 

horror.    The  Duke  of  Alva,  and  his  bloody  tri-  dies  and  America,  have  been  inflicted  on  con- 

bnnal,  spread  universal  constemaiion  ihmugh  scienttous  men  for  their  finn  adherenee  to  wbnt 

these  provinces ;  and,  though  the  blood  of  eight*  they  considered  as  the  truths  of  religion !    When 

aen  thousand  persons,  who,  in  five  years,  had  we  consider,  on  the  one  hand,  the  parity  of 

been  given  up  to  the  eaeeutioner  for  heresy,  cried  morals,  and  the  purity  of  faith  whidi  generally 

for  vengeance  <mi  ibis  persecutor,  and  his  adhe-  distinguished  the  viciims  of  persecutioa;  and,  on 

rents,  yet  they  gloried  in  their  cruelty.     Philip  the  other,  the  proud  pampered  priests,  abandooed 

II.  in  whose  reign  these  atrocities  were  com-  without  shame  to  every  species  of  wickedaeaa, 

mitted,  hearing  one  day,  that  thirty  persons  at  we  can  scarcely  find  words  sufficiently  atrang  to 

least  had  a  little  before  been  burned  at  an  enilo  express  the  indignation  and  horror  which  arise 

da  fe,  requested  that  a  like  execution  might  be  in  the  mind,  when  it  views  this  striking  cooinut, 

performed  in  his  presence;  and  be  beheld  with  and  contemplatea  such  scenes  of  impiety. and 

joy  forty  victims  devoted  to  torments  and  lo  death,  crime.     Could  a  religion,  which  breathes  peace 

One  of  them,  a  man  of  distinction,  requesting  a  and  good  will  from  heaven  towards  men,  be  more 

pardon,  "  No."  replied  he,  coldly,  **  were  it  my  basely  misrepresented  ?  or  can  the  amala  of  onr 

own  son  I  would  give  biim  up  to  the  flames,  if  he  race  present  a  more  striking  disphty  of  the  per 

obstinately  persisted  in  heresy  .*'f  versity  and  depravity  of  mankind?'    To  repre- 

Even  in  our  own  island,  the  flunes  of  religious  tent  religion  as  consisting  in  the  belief  of  eeriaia 

persection  have  sometimes  raged  with  unreleni-  incomprehensible  dogmas,  and  toatlempi  to  eon* 

ing  fury.    During  two  or  three  years  of  the  short  ^ert  men  to  Christianity,  and  to  inepire  theaa 

reign  of  Ciueen  Mary,  it  was  computed  that  S77  with  benevolence,  by  fire,  and  radu,  and  lor- 

perHons  were  committed  to  the  flames,  besides  tures,  is  as  absurd  as  it  is  impious  atid  profrne 

those  who  were  punished  by  fines,  confipcarions,  and  represents  the  Divine  Being  as  delighting  in 

and  imprisonments.    Among  those  who  suffered  the  torments  and  the  death  of  sinners,  rmdier  than 

by  fires  were  five  bishops,  twenty-one  clergymen,  that  they  should  return  and  live.**But,  witbooi 

eight  lay  gentlemen,  and  eighty-four  tradesmen ;  dwelling  longer  on  soch  refleetions  and  detafls, 

one  hundred  husbandmen,  fi(ly*Gve  women,  and  I  shall  just  present  an  example  or  two  of  the  moral 

four  children.      And,  a  century  and  a  half  has  stale  of  Roman  Catholic  countries,  as  a  ^«ci- 

Bcarcely  elapsed,  since    the    Presbyterians  in  men  of  the  efiects  to  which  their  system  of  rria- 

Bcotland  were  hunted  aeroM  moors  and  mosses,  gion  naturally  leads. 

like  partridges  of  the  wilderness,  slaughtered  by        *'  By  their  fruits  shall  ye  know  ihena,"  says 

bands  of  rufiian  dragoons,  and  forced  to  seek  their  our  Saviour.     Wherever  religion  is  viewed  ss 

spiritual  food  in  dens,  and  mmmtains,  and  forests,  consisting  chiefly  in  the  observance  of  a  wnohsr 

at  the  peril  of  their  lives.    Hunter,  a  young  man  of  absurd  and  unmeaning  cerenoniea,  it  hi  natural 

about  nineteen  years  of  age,  was  one  of  the  un*  to  expect  that  the  pore  morality  of  the  Bible  w31 

happy  victims  to  the  zeal  for  Papacy  of  Mary  seldom  be  exemplified  in  human  conduct.    Ttm 

queen  of  Enghind.     Having  been  inadvertently  is  strikingly  the  case  in  those  ouontriee,  both  in 

betrayed  by  a  priest,  tn  deny  the  doctrine  of  Enmpe  and  America,  where  the  Cath<ilie  nh- 

tranpubfltantiatian,  he  abeconded  t9  keep  out  of  gion  reigns  triumphant. — ^Mr.  Howison,  wfaoan 

bani«*e  way.    Bonner,  that  arcb-hanpnanof  Po*  work,  entitled  "Foreign  Scenes,**  I  fonsinrly  qno»- 

fwff  threatened  rain  to  the  father  if  he  did  not  edv  when  speaking  of  the  priesdiood  in  the  Uaid 

of  Cuba,  savs,  "  The  number  of  priests  k  B*' 

•J«oltevflle's  Memoirs  of  Anne  of  Anstria.  VoL  I.  ^^^a  exceed^  four  hmidred.     With  ^  lew 

t  Millet's  Modem  Blstoryt  voL  tf.  p.  IM.  •  Xaim*8  Skeiohes,  vsLlT. 
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tiooi,  they  neither  deierre  nor  enjoy  the  uMpeet  pleniure  of  the  fhephwii :  for  her  the  goideii 

of  the  oommunity.      However    no  one  diuree  lever  is  the  lever  of  Arofaimedeii.    The  Isroarft 

openly  to  speak  ngainst  then.    In  Havnna,  the  of  the  churdi  are  only  showered  on  those  who 

church  is  nearly  omnipotent,  and  every  man  feels  pay ;  with  money  we  may  purchase  the  right  td 

himeelf  under  its  immediate  jurisdiction.    Most  commit  perjury  and  murder,  and  he  the  greatest 

people,  therefore,  attend  mass  regularly,  make  villains  at  so  much  per  crime ;  according  to  the 

confession,  uncover,  when  passing  a  religious  fcmous  Tariff  printed  at  Rome,  entitled,  "Taiea 

estaUishment  of  any  kind,  and  stand  still  in  the  of  the  Apostolic  Ohancery."* 
streets,  or  stop  their  volantos,  the  moment  the        M.  louy,  in  his  late  pnhlication,  "  The  Her- 

vespep*bell  hegins  ringing.      But  they  go  no  mit  in  Italy,'*  prenents  the  Ibllowing  picture  of 

further ;  and  the  priesu  do  nA»  seem   at  idl  the  religion  and  the  practical  morality  of  th« 

anxious  that  the  practi^w  ^    ^uch  individuab  Tuscans.    The  greediness  after  profit  is  such, 

should    correspond   to  their  profession.     The  among  dte  lower  classes  of  shop-keepers,  that* 

priests  show,  by  their  external  appearance,  that  they  Miuherate  Uieir  merdiandise  so  much  as  to 

they  do  not  practice  those  austerities  which  are  render  it  almost  intolerable.     Milk,  dieese,  and 

generally  believed  to  be  necessary  concomitants  butter,  are  always  in  peril  cmder  the  hands  of  a 

of  a  monastic  life.    The  sensual  and  unmeaning  Florentine  shop-keeper.  It  is  impossible  to  meet 

eoontenances   that   endrde    the  altera  of  the  with  good  butter,  except  at  the  dairies.    Tho 

churches,  and  the  levity  and  indilTerenoe  with  grocera  are  not  exempt  from  the  imputation  of  theee 

which  the  most  sacred  partsof  the  service  are  hur-  illicit  mixtures,  and  sdulterattons  of  their  goods.  I 

ried  through,  would  shock  and  surprise  a  Protest-  bought,  from  one  of  them,  some  brown  sugarj 

ant,  were  be  to  attend  mass  with  the  expectation  which  would  not  dissolve  in  the  roouih ;  and,  on 

of  finding  the  monks,  those  solemn  and  awe-inspir^  examination,  I  found,  that  nearly  one  third  part 

ingperaons,  whidi  people,  who  have  never  visit-  consisted  of  powdered  marble,  which  had  been 

ed  Catholic  countries,  often  imagine  them  to  be.  mixed  up  with  it.    Tet  they  are  exceisivrly 

The  following  extract,  from  a  late  writer,  ex-  punctual  in  the  outward  ceremonies  of  religion ; 

hibits  a  specimen  of  the  religion  and  of  the  and  whenever  they  remove  from  one  place  to 

moral  feelings  of  the  Nbapoutars.    **  When  another,  a  large  cross,  or  a  madonna,  is  alwaya 

Vesuvius  thunden  ahrad,  or  when  an  earthquake  stock  up  at  full  length  in  the  cart." 
threatens  them  with  destruction — when    fiory        In  a  conversation  which  Bonaparte  had  with 

streams  vomited  from  the  roaring  mouth  of  the  his  friends  at  St.  Helena,  on  the  subject  of  roli- 

volcano  roll  on,  carrying  desolation  over  the  gion,  as  related  by  Las  Cases,  in  his  Journal, 

plaina  below— ^hen  the  air  is  darkened  by  clouds  he  said,  among  many  other  things,  "  *  How  is  it 

of  smoke,  and  showere  of  ashes,  the  Neapolitans  possible  that  conviction  can  find  its  way  to  our 

will  fall  on  their  knees,  &st,  do  penance,  and  hearts,  when  we  hear  the  absurd  language,  and 

folk)w  tho  processions  barefooted ;  but  as  soon  witness  the  acts  of  iniquity  of  the  greatest  num« 

as  the  roar  has  ceased,  the  flame  hss  disappear-  her  of  those  whose  business  it  is  to  preach  to 

ed,  and  the  atmosphere  has  recovered  its  wonted  us  7    I  am  surrounded  with  priests,  who  preach 

serenity,  they  return  to  their  usual  mode  of  life,  Incessantly  that  their  reign  is  not  of  this  world, 

they  sink  again  to  their  former  level,  and  the  and  yet  they  lay  bands  upon  every  thing  they 

tinkling  sounds  of  the  tnmburella  call  ^hem  again  can  get.    The  Pope  is  the  head  of  that  rdigion 

to  the  lascivious  dance  of  the  tarentelta."* — As  from  heaven,  and  he  thinks  only  of  this  world,* 

an  evidence  of  the  litigious  dispositions  of  the  he.    The  Emperor  ended  the  conversation,  by 

Neapolitans,  the  same  author  informs  us, "  That  desiring  my  son  to  bring  him  the  New  Testae 

there  is  scarcely  a  landholder  but  has  two  or  ment,  and  taking  it  from  the  beginning,  he  read 

three  causes  pending  before  the  courts— that  a  as  far  as  the  conclusion  of  the  speech  of  Jesus 

lawyer,  and  a  suit,  aes  indispensable  appendages  on  the  mountain.    He  expressed  himself  struck 

of  property  ;*-and  Uiat  some  of  the  principal  with  the  highest  admiration  at  the  purity,  thn 

ftmilies  have  suiu  which  have  been  carried  on  sublimity,  the  beautv  of  the  morality  it  oontain- 

for  a  century,  and  for  which  a  certain  sum  is  ed,  and  we  all  experienced  the  same  feeling." 
yearly    appropriated,    although   the    business        Such  facts  may  suflhse  as  specimens  of  the 


never  advances*,  and,  at  last  the  expenses  swaU  benevolenoe  and  morality  which  exist  in  Romaq 

low  up  the  whole  capital.**—'*  The  infiniin  num-  Catholic  countries. 

her  of  churches,**  says  a  late  writer,  "  is  one  of  

the  most  efficient  causes  of  the  decline  of  the  ^o*^*'  •tatboftw  pmoTBSVAsr  cbitbch, 

religion  of  Rome,  whose  maxims  and  practice  A»»  ®'  *■■  ©isrosixions  •■rkallt 

are  diametrically  opposite  to  those  of  the  Gospel.  UArnnmn  Aitom  OBSttriASs  w  ocr» 

The  Ooepel  is  the  friend  of  the  people,  the  oo».  «^^  ooxmnr. 

toler  of  the  poor.    The  religion  of  Rome,  on  the  This  is  a  topic  which  woold  admit  of  a  very 

contrary,  considers  all  nations  as  great  flocks,  extended  illuslration ;  but  my  present  limit*  w3l 

WMie  to  be  shorn  or  eaten  aooording  to  the  good  ,  „  p^„^  ^  Modem  Rome,"  br  H  »^f  D*- 

•TIsnnenx*!**  Italy  in  the  itthccntaiy,'*i8M.  mlngo.   IM4. 
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D«nn|i<aie  to  do  litUe  more  than  ttmply  to  allude  raiij  been  opposed  to  the  spirit  oTCbristiaB  lovo. 

to  a  few  prominent  dispositions  displayed  by  the  to  the  meekness  and  gentleness  of  Christ,  and 

diflarent  sections  of  the  Protestant  ohiireh.-~We  even  to  common  civility  and  decorum.    The 

nave  already  seen  some  of  the  pernicious  effects  haughty  and  mafistenal  tone  which  tbeologica* 

which  flowed  from  the  divisive  and  oootentioui  OMrtroversialisis  frequently  assume,— the  iodig* 

spirit  of  Chrisiians,  under  the  reign  of  the  Chri»>  nant  sneers,  the  bitter  sarcasms,  the  maligBaai 

tian  emperors,  and  during  the  middle  ages,  when  insinuations,  the  personal  reproaches,  th^  Uirow 

i«:noranoe  and  intolerance  so  extensively  pre-  out  against  their  oppcments, — the  barA  and  m»> 

railed.  &ir  condosions  they  charge  'upon  them^— the 

The  present  state  of  the  Christian   worid  general  asperity  of  their  language,— and  the  bold 

affords  abundant  proofs  that  this  spirit  is  &r  and  unhallowed  spirit  with  whidh  they  apply  ibe 

from  being  extinguished.    Christians  are  at  pre-  denunciations  of  Scripture  to  iIkmo  whom  dtey 

sent  distinguished  by  the  peculiarity  of  their  consider  as  erroneous,  are  not  only  inconsistent 

opinions  respecting— the  person  of  Christ,  and  with  every  thing  that  is  amiable  and  Christian. 

tlie  attributes  of  which  he   is  poeseesed — the  but  tend  to  rivet  more  powerfiiUy  in  the  minds  ojf 

means  by  which  salvation  is  to  be  obtained— the  their  opponents,  those  very  opinions  which  it  was 

measure  and  extent  of  divine  benevolence— 4he  their  object  to  subvert.    To  gain  a  victory  over 

Government  of  the  Christian  church — and  the  his  adversary,  to  hold  up  his  sentimenla  to  ridi* 

ceremonies  connected  with  the   administration  cule,  to  wound  his  feelings,  and  to  bespatter  the 

•f  the  ordinances  of  religion.     Hence  the  relt-  religious  body  wtth  which  he  is  oonaected,  is 

gious  world  appears  arranged  into  mich  sects  more  frequently  the  object  of  the  disputant,  than 

and  parties  as  the  following  :—Ariaos,  Socini-  the  promotion  of  truth,  and  the  roanifeatatioa  of 

aos.  Unitarians,  SabeUians,  Neoessariane,  and  that "  character  which  is  the  bond  of  perfee- 

Triniiartans ;— Baxtertans,  Antinomians,  Ar-  tlon."    And   what  are  some  of  the  importaBl 

minians,  Calvinists,  Lutherans,  Sub^lapsarians,  doctrines  which  frrquently  rouse  aucfa  fnrinun 

Supra-fapsarians,  Sandemanians,  Swedenborgi-  seal  7    Perhaps  nothing  more  than  a  metaphyai- 

ens,  and  Moravians ;— Roman  Catholics,  Pro-  cal  dogma  respecting  the  sooship  of  Christ,  afaao* 

testants,Huguenots,Episcopalians,Presbyterianay  lute  or  conditional  election,  the  mode  of  bapiian. 

Independents,  Seceders,  Brownists,  PKido-Ba|>-  the  manner  of  sitting  at  a  communioo-table,  an 

lists,  Anti-Pndo-Bapiists,  Keilamites,  Metho-  unmeaning  ceremony,  or  a  circumstantial  puncti- 

disis.  Jumpers,  Universalists,  Sabbatarians,  Mil*  lio  in  relation  to  the  government  of  the  cfaorcb ! 

lennarians,  Dastruotionists,  Dunkers,  Shakers,  While  the  peculiar  notions  of  each  party,  on  each 

Mystici^  Hotchinsoniansi  Muggletonians,  the  fol-  topics,  are  supported  with  all  the  fierceness  of 

lowers  of  Joanna  Southcott,  Ice.  jtc— Most  of  unhallowed  zeal,  the  grand  moral  objecto  which 

these  sectaries  fir^fm  Atir  b^f  in  the  existence  Christianity  was  intended  to  accomplish  are ovet^ 

of  One  Eternal,  Almighty,  Wise,  Benevolent,  and  looked,  and  the  law  of  meekness,  humility,  and 

Righteous  Being,  the  Creator  and  Preserver  of  love,  is  trampled  under  foot, 
all  things ;— >in  the  Divine  authority  of  the  Holy        The  following  are  sume  of  the  ideaa  entertaift- 

Scriptures  ;<— that  God  is  the  alone  object  of  re-  ed  respecting  the  righU  of  rellgiom  dispatanta, 

ligious  worship;— that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  the  as  assumed  by  the  disputants  themselves}— **  The 

true  Messiah,  and  the  Son  of  God ;— <*  that  he  Controversialist,"  says  Mr.  Yaughan,  in  hia 

died  for  our  offences,  and  was  raised  again  for  '*  Defence  of  Calvinism,''  **  is  a  wreMifBr ;  ^and 

our  justiScatioo  ;*'— that  there  is  a  future  state  of  is  at  full  liberty  to  do  all  he  can,  in  the  &trand 

rewards  and  punishments ; — that  there  will  be  a  honest  exercise  of  his  art,  to  supplant  hisaata- 

rosurreotioo  from  the  dead ; — that  it  is  our  duty  gonist.    He  must  not  only  be  dexterous  to  pot 

to  love  God  with  all  our  hearts,  and  our  neigh-  in  his  blow  forcibly  {  but  must  have  a  readineas 

hour  as  ourselvea ;— that  the  Divine  law   is  fe  menaee  uith  mamt  and  to  Isose  wrilk  Hmtiam, 

ubligatory  on  the  consciences  of  all  men ;—  if  haply  he  may,  by  these  means,  unnerve  v  im- 

that  virtue  and  piety  will  be    rewarded,  and  man  his  competitor.  I  know  not  that  he  is  under 

vice  and  immorality  punished,  in  the  worM  to  any  obligation  to  withhold  a  partide  of  hia  sktl 

come.  and  strength,  whether  offensive,  or  deiennve,  in 

Tet,  though  agreeing  in  these  important  arti*  this  truly  Spartan  conflict."    In  perfoct  ao- 

des  of  the  Christian  systom,  how  many  boisto-  eordance  with  these  maxims,  be  thus  addresses 

reus  and  malignant  disputes  have  taken  place  his  adversary:  *<  Why,  Sir,  I  niSiJIgktyom  upon 

between  Calvinists  and  Arminians,  Episcopa-  this  theme,  as  the  (Greeks  did  for  the  reoovrty 

lians,  Presbjrterians,  Independents,  and  Metho-'  of  their  dead  Patrodus;  as  Michael  the  ar^ 

diets,  respecting  the  speculative  points  in  vrhich  angel,  when,  oontonding  with  die  Devil,  bo  dis- 

Chey  disagree !  While  oootroversies  among  phi-  puted  about  the  body  of  Moees ;  as  the  lamed 

losophers  have  frequently  been  conducted  with  a  Athenian,  who  grouped  hu$kg»  wHk  hk  tesCi, 

eertain  degree  of  candour  and  politeness,  the  vrbenbe  had  no  longer  a  hand  tolwld  it.hy.    It 

temper  with  which  religious  disputants  have  en-  shall  be  with  a  loss  not  leas  than  life,  tint  I  r^ 

oouatered  the  opinions  of  eafih  other,  has  gone-  sign  this  splendkl  attestation  (Rom.  tiii.  1^ 
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fD.)  to  the  triumphal  origin,  prooeMioo,  and  eo*  levitT,  and  eren  with  ridicule,  the  opinioM  and 

rofialion,  of  grace  in  ihe  rodeened."  practice!  of  Presbyterians ;  while  the  dtflierent 

'  Wo  to  religion,  when  it  meets  with  such  classes  of  Baptists,  distinguishable  only  by  the 
boisterous  "  wrestlers !"  Its  true  glory  will  be  slightest  shades  of  opinion,  stand  aloof  from  each 
obiicured.  its  beauty  defaced,  its  interests  betray-  other,  in  a  warlike  attitude,  and  refijse  to  join 
ed,  and  lis  bencTolent  spirit  smothered,  amidst  wiih  cordiality  in  the  ordinances  of  Divine  wor- 
the  smoke  and  dust  raised  by  the  onsets  of  such  ship.  I  have  seldom  been  in  company  with  in- 
angry  combatants.  Do  such  controversialists  dividualsofany  particular  party,  in  which  I  have 
really  imagine,  that  *'  the  wrath  of  man  worketh  not  found,  when  allusions  were  made  to  another 
the  righteousness  of  God  T*  or,  that  ihe  religion  denomination,  innuendoes  thrown  out  to  their 
of  Heaven  stands  in  need  of  such  warlike  arts,  prejudice  ;  and  that  the  detail  of  any  error  or  im* 
and  unhallowed  passions,  for  its  vindication  and  peifection  which  attached  to  them,  was  generally 
defence  ?  If  it  did,  it  would  be  a  religion  un-  relished,  and  even  received  with  a  high  degree 
worthy  of  our  reception  and  support.  What  a  of  satisfaction.  Hence  it  happens,  that  the  rulea 
contrast  to  the  mild  and  gentle  spirit  of  Christi-  of  commm  civility  are  eveiy  day  violated  by  the 
anity,  to  behold  one  zealot  dipping  his  pen  in  different  sectaries.  If  a  person  bek>nging  to  a 
wormwood  and  gall,  when  he  sits  down  to  defend  particular  denomination  be  aocidently  introduced 
the  Religion  of  Love!  and  another,  standing  up  into  a  company  composed  of  persons  belonging 
in  a  Synod  or  Assembly,  with  eyes  spaikling  to  another  religious  party,  he  is  frequently  treat- 
with  indignatioQi  a  mouth  foaming  with  rage,  ed  with  reserve,  and  with  a  spirit  of  jealousy  and 
and  a  torrent  of  anathemas  and  abusive  epithets  suspicion,  even  although  he  may  be  viewed,  on 
bunting  iixNB  his  lips,  against  the  supposed  abet-  the  whole,  as  a  Christian  at  bottom.  I  have 
tors  of  an  erroneous  opmion!  while  at  the  same  known  individuab  of  respectable  character  and 
time,  they  imagine  that  they  are  fired  with  holy  attainments,  who,  from  conscientious  motives, 
seal  for  the  honour  of  ihe  Lord  God  of  Sabaoth.  had  forsaken  the  denomination  to  which  they 
Such  disputants  seem  not  to  he  aware,  that  they  formerly  belonged,  have,  merely  on  this  account, 
are  grossly  misrepresenting  the  genius  of  the  been  treated  with  scorn  and  neglect,  been  banish* 
C^hristian  system,  and  bidding  defiance  to  its  ed  from  the  intimacies  of  social  and  fi'iendly  in- 
most distinguishing  principles  and  laws.'-There  tercourse,  and  been  regarded  nearly  in  the  sams 
are  heresies  in  eonduetf  as  well  as  heresies  in  light  as  a  Turk  or  an  infidel ;  and  that,  too,  by 
doctrine ;  and  of  all  heresies,  the  former  are  the  men  who  pretended  to  liberality,  and  to  literary 
most  pestilential  and  pernicious.  And  why  do  not  aooomplishments. 

Controversialists  and  Religious  Societies  mani-  There  is  certainly  neither  heresy  nor  ortho* 
(est  as  much  zeal  against  heresies  in  temper  and  doxy  inherent  in  stone  or  lime,  in  a  church-pew, 
morality,  which  are  nursed  among  the  members  or  a  pulpit  cushion :— yet  one  denomination  wii 
of  every  church,  as  they  do  against  heresies  in  rudely  refuse  to  another,  the  liberty  of  preach* 
theology  ?  If  these  heresies  were  more  particu-  ing  in  their  place  of  worship,  when  it  can  oon- 
larly  investigated  and  subverted,  and  a  greater  venieatly  be  spared,  although  nothing  but  jhc 
latitude  allowed  ibr  the  exercise  of  private  judp>  fimdamental  doctrines  admowledged  by  both  are 
nent,  the  church  of  Christ  would  present  a  very  intended  to  be  prochtimed  ;  just  as  if  the  walls, 
dififerent  moral  aspect  firom  what  she  has  hitherto  the  pews,  and  the  pulpit  of  a  church,  wouU  re- 
done, ceive  a  stam  of  pollution  from  the  presence  of 

Again,  there  ia  nothing  which  so  strikingly  another  sectary.  Even  in  those  cases  where  the 
marks  the  character  of  the  Christian  world  ia  common  interests  ofChristianity  areto  besu|h 
general,  as  the  want  of  candour,  the  spirit  of  ported,— as  in  vindicating  the  cause  of  Mission* 
jealousy,  and  the  evil  surmisings  which  the  dif^  ary,  and  other  Philanthropic  institutions,—- if  the 
ferent  denominations  of  religionists  manifest  to-  preseher  belongs  to  a  dissenting  body,  he  is  iho% 
wards  each  other.  There  is  a  prevailrag  di8p<H  out  from  the  spacious  churches  of  the  Establish- 
tition  in  one  religious  party  to  speak  evil  of  ment,  where  he  might  address  a  numerous  au- 
omtther ;  and  it  appears,  in  many  instances,  to  dience,  and  obtain  a  large  oolleetion ;  and  ia 
aflford  a  high  degree  of  satisfaction,  when  one  obliged  to  confine  his  exertions  within  the  nar- 
party  can  lay  hold  of  the  inadvertencies  of  an-  row  walls  of  any  public  hall,  or  meeting-house, 
other  denomination,  or  even  of  the  imprudence  that  he  can  procure.  We  account  it  no  more 
of  a  single  individual,  in  order  to  asperse  the  chsp  than  a  piece  of  common  civility,  to  aeeommodato 
racter  of  the  whole  body,  and  to  hold  it  op  to  a  neighbour  with  a  bam,  a  parlour,  or  even  a  din- 
general  derision  and  contempt.  Episcopalians  ing^^oom,  fiN"  the  entertainment  of  hb  friends  at  a 
look  down  with  feelings  of  scorn  and  contempt  on  wwlding  or  a  fimeral;  but  such  is  the  little  progress 
Methodists  and  Dissenters ;  Independents  sneer  that  profeised  Christians  have  made  in  the  exer* 
at  Methodists,  and  Methodists  at  Independents ;  eise  of  a  noble  and  generous  liberality,  thai,  when 
Presbyterians  aro  disposed  to  revile  lodepeod-  we  ask  the  um  of  a  diurch,  or  meeting-house,  oohr 
ants,  as  selAconeeited,  sanctimonious  pretenden,  ibr  a  couple  of  hours,  we  are  spurned  away  with 
and  lodependentt,  to  treat  with    unbecoming  radeoess  and  indignation.— The  Christian  worU 
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br  unhippfly  divided  into  aeett  and  parttw ;  mod  an  altogether  iDooMisient  with  the  geniai  el 

these  diTisions  must  atili  contiaue  lor  a  time ;  tlie  religion  of  Christ,  and  directhr  repugnaaft 

bai  what  should  hinder  Christian  ministers  of  to  its  precepts.    Slander,  dishonesty,  lalschpu^ 

different  parties  from,  occasionally  at  least,  offi-  cheating,  swindling,   and  vexatious  lifigatkiUi 

ciating  for  each  other,  in  order  to  show  to  the  are  far  from  being  uncommon  among  \hne  who 

world,  diat  they  entertain  no  malignant  jealou-  profess  to  he  united  in  the  hoods  of  a  rommnw 

sles,  and  that  they  are  united  in  the  bonds  of  a  Christianity.     How  little  dependence  can  w« 

common  Religion  ?    Tet,  do  we  ever  behold  an  have,  in  social  and  commercial  tranaaetiom,  ea 

Episcopalian  oflkiating  for  a  Methodut,  an  In*  the  promise  or  the  dedaiatioo  of  a  man,  merely 

dependent  preaching  in  an  Established  church,  on  the  groond  of  his  being  a  Christian  in  preft»» 

or  a  Baptist  leading  the  devotional  exercises  of  a  eion !     If  written  engagements,  and  civil  laws« 

■odety  of  Presbyterians?    If  such  a  case  ooca-  did  not  secure  our  property,  and  the  perfa 

•tonally  occur,  it  is  so  &r  from  being  a  matter  of  of  promises  and  contracts,  our  reliance  on 

courie,  that  it  is  considered  a  phenomenon  in  tian  principle,  abstractly  ooosidered,  in  the  pre- 

tbe  religious  world.    Tet  all  these  different  par-  sent  state  of  the  religious   world,  woidd  prov* 

ties  recognise  the  leading  doctrines  and  dotios  like  that  of  a  person  who  leans  vpaa  a  brokea 

exhibited  in  the  Christian  Revelation ;  and  the  reed.      How  few    would   fulfil  llieir   piuminea 

points  in  which  the^  differ  are  **  trifles  light  as  and  engagements,   when  they  interiered  with 

air,**  when  compared  with  those  important  truths  their  ambitious  schemes,  and  their  pecuniary  in- 

in  which  they  all  tgrae.*  terest|^!      How    many   instances  of  franduleat 

Even  among  Christians  belonging  to  the  same  bankruptcy  happen  among  the  proieasorsof  reii- 

religious  society  how  oflen  do  we  l^hold  a  di»-  gion!  And  meases  of  common  baDkniplcy,where 

play  of  **  bitter  envyings,**  contentious  disposi-  a  legal  settlement  has  been  obtained,  is  there  nan 

tioos,  and  malignant  passions !    Perhaps  a  mere  out  of  a  hundred  that  ever  thinks  of  perfeming 

punctilio  respecting  a  certain  mode  of  worship,  or  nn  act  of  natural  justice,  in  restoring  to  bin  ae» 

a  dtflerenoe  in  opinion  about  the  choice  of  a  pas-  dilors  the  loss  they  had  sustained,  whan  he  afiei* 

tor,  will  throw  the  whole  society  into  aflame,  wards  has  it  in  his  power? 

Evil  passions  will  be  engendered ;  backbitings,  Finally,  the  degree  in  which  the  spirit  of  m- 

whisperings,  tumults,  and  dbsensioos,  will  arise;  foferanee  and  ptneaUUm  stili  prevails,  abows  a 

hanh  and  unfounded  conclusions,  respecting  the  lamentable   deflciency   of  benevolence  and  of 

motives  and  characters  of  individuals,  will  be  Christian  spirit  in  the  religious  world.  Nocwitb- 

drawn ;  alienations  of  aflfeclion  will  be  induced  ;  standing  the  unjust  and  cruel  aftfferings  wbidi 

friendly  intercourse  interrupted ;  an  attitude  of  English  Protestants  endured  from  Popish  priesia 

hostility  assumed ;  and  even  the  rules  of  common  and  rulers,  a  short  period  only  elapsed,  afler  they 

civility  violated  ; — so  that  a  calm  and  impartial  had  risen  to  power,  before  they  began  id  ibeir 

apectator  will  plainly  discern,  that  the  spirit  of  turn,  to  harass  their  Disaeming  brethren,  with 

Christianity  has  never  been  thoroughly  imbibed,  vexations  and  cruel  prosecutions,  and  finea  and 

and  that  they  have  nevw  learned  the  apostolic  imprisonments,  lill  they  were  feroed  to  ae«k  far 

precept,  **  lo  forbear  one  another  in  love,**  how-  shelter  in  a  distant  land.    And  no  aocber  bad 

ever  high  pretensions  they  may  have  previously  the  English  Independents  settled  hn  Aofearica^ 

made  to  apirituality  of  affection  and  deporlment.  than  they  set  on  foot  a  persecution  agaiant  iha 

Among  Christians  of  every  name,  we  find  dis-  duakers,  no  less  furious  than  that  which  they 

positions  and  practices  daily  prevailmg,  which  themselves  had  sufiTered   in  the  country  from 

which  they  had  fled.  -  A  nnrober  of  theae  worthy 

•The  following  recent  ftMrts  win  Illustrate  some  of  Pf"«w^«»»ey  threw  into  prison,  udaeized  upon 

the  positions  conuined  In  this  paragraph.— It  ap-  uie  books  they  had  brought  from  England,  and 

Kara  that  the  mlnjsier  of  the  parish  of  Annan  has  committed  them  to  the  flamea.     In  virtue  of  n 

en  In  the  haUit  of  allowing  Dissenters  occasionally  u_  ™|.;«.k  k.^  iwn  »».u  •«.:.»»  K^^irj.-  ;. 

to  preach  In  the  parish  churoh.     His  Assistant  ^^  ^^,^^  "»«  *»••»  "*"  against  beretica  in 

brought  this  heavy  olTenee  before  a  late  meeting  of  general,  sentence  of    baniahment  was  paased 

the  Presbytery ;  and.  by  that  body,  It  was  declared,  unon  them  all*  and  anothart&w  nnnialMil  with 

that  no  Dissenter  should,  in  fUturJ).  pollute  the  said  ir^Ti    «    ii  r^*    l     "*?"•' *T,  P^"^  J*""* 

pulpit.   Tl.ey.aithesametlme.voledthankatothe  »«»'*»  "  all  Quakers  who ahooH  return  »to  thn 

Assistant,  for  his  manly  and  Uberal  conduct  In  mak-  jurisdiction  afler  baniahment :"  and  it  is  a  bo. 

Ing  the  complalnL— PiiMle  Prinu,  April,  1894.  tw.*  Amv  mmmm.  •iHn«n«f  mJtmmmA  A^tU.    w^Z 

"  Lately,  the  minister  of  a  pariih,  a  few  miles  to  *?.    ^"^  p«r«»t.  actually  nOered  death,  oadsr 

the  westward  of  Cupar,  hearing  that,  at  the  request  this  impolitic  and  unjust  law.*     Nor  did  the 

of  Bttme  of  his  parishioners,  a  sermon  was  to  be  Reformed  clersv  in  ScoUaad  kaa  aicht  «f  Itel 

preached  to  them,  by  a  Dissenting  clergyman  from  -^"-^  »-"'««/  «  w«pm«-i  n««  •igni  w  ihi 

Cuoar,  and  knowing  that  the  school-room  was  the 

only  place  where  that  could  be  oonvenlently  done,  •  Morse's  Amarlcaa  aeegTaphy.^Tbe  fbHowIM 

he  called  upon  the  te:icher  and  oommanied  him  not  severe  lavrs,  among  others,  were  enacted  acataiat  tfea 

to  allow  tlie  schoolroom  to  be  used  for  such  a  pur-  Quakers.    "  Any  aoaker.  after  the  first  convlede^ 

V^'    In  a  few  days,  a  company  of  strolling  players  If  a  man.  was  to  lose  one  ear,— and  Ibr  the  aecoad  e^ 

visited  the  parish  ;  whereupon  the  worthy  pastor,  fence,  the  ether  i-«  woman,  tobe  eachUmesevenQf 

calling  on  the  schoolmaster,  ordered  the  school-room  whipped;— and  the  third  time,  whether  man  ar  !••» 

to  be  at  their  service,  to  perform  \a  "—Dundee  mui,  to  Haw  iMrton^wt  bond  tknu^vUk*  rM 

CowUr  AprU  I89S.  hollfm. 
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BBi(istonal  authority  which  had  boen  atistimed  Thin  glats  bottles  had  been  previously  (irepared 

by  the  Romitfh  church.     Upon  a  representation,  and  filled  with  a  mixture  of  oil  and  assafistida, 

to  1646|  from  the  commission  of  the  Kirk  of  and  all  of  a  sudden,  they  were  thrown  with 

Scotland,  James  Bell,  and  Colin   Charopbell,  great  riolenoe  in  the  midst  of  the  people,  and 

baillies  of  Glasgow,  were  committed  to  prison  one  was  aimed  at  the  head  of  the  preacher;  2diI 

by  the  Parliament,  merely  for  having  said,  that  (luring  the  whole  service,  stoaea  were  rattling 

''Kirkmen  meddled  too  much  in  civil  matters.*'*  against  the  chapel  from  every  quarter.    On  the 

Even  so  lais  as  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  next  Sabbath  an  immense  concourse  of  people 

century,  wh«tn'Whitefield,  Wesley,  and  other  assembled,    '*  breathing    out   threatenings   and 

pious  men,  began  to  address  the  ignorant  villa-  slaughter ;"  and  from  90  to  90  of  the  genUenen- 

gers  of  Englaml  on  the  most  important  subjects,  ms6  planted  themselves  around  the  pulpit  appar 

*'  a  multitude  has  rushed  together,  shouting  and  rently  ready  for  any  mischief.     Men  wearing 

howling,  raving,  and  curbing,  and  acccompany-  masks,  and  having   swords  and   pistols,  came 

ing  their  ferocious  cries  and  yells  with  k»athsome  galloping  down  the  street  and  presenting  their 

or  dangerous  missiles,  dragging  or  driving  the  pistols,  fired  them  at  the  door ;  and  it  was  oris i- 

preacher  from  his  humble  stanid,  forcing  him,  nally  designed  to  have  fire  crackers  among  the 

and  tlie  few  who  wished  to  hear  him,  to  flee  for  females,  to  set  their  clothes  ou  fire.  At  length,  on 

their  lives,  sometimes  not  without  serious  injury  Sabbath,  the  19th,  this  execrable  mob,  consisting 

before  they  ooukl  escape.      And  these  savage  of  nearly  200  ^eiK^mtn,  and  others,  again  assem- 

tumalts  have,  in  many  cases,  been  well  under-  Med,  with  hammers,  saws,  hatchets,  crows,  and 

stiiod  to  be  instigated  by  persons,  whsse  advan-  every  other  nocessary  implement ;    and  in  the 

ta^  of  superior  ooodiiioQ  in  life,  or  even  express  course  of  a  few  hours,  the  lamps,  benches,  pews, 

vocation  to  instruct  the  people  better,  ha*  been  pulpit,  and  even  the  walls,  were  completely  d^ 

infamously  lent  in  defence  of  the  perpetrators,  molished.      They  entered  the  dwelling-hoiiso 

against  shame  or  remorse,  or  legal  punishment  broke  the  windows   and  do<MV,  threw  out  the 

for  the  outrage.    And  there  would  be  no  hazard  crockery  ware,  chopped  up  tables,  chairs,  and 

in  affirming,  that,  since  Wesley  and  Whitefield  every  article  of  furniture;  tore  the  manuscript* 

oegan   to  conflict  with  the  heaihenism  of  the  of  the  preacher,  and  destroyed  a  library  of  more 

country,  there  have  been  in  it  hundreds  of  in-  than  900  volumes.    Ail  this  was  done  under  the 

•tanoes  answering  in  substaoce  to  this  descrip-  light  of  the  full  moon,  in  the  presence  of  an  in^ 

tioo.— Yet  the  good  and  zealous  men  who  were  mense  crowd  of  spectators,  without  the  least  at- 

tbas  set'upon  by  a  furious  rabble  of  many  hun-  tempt  being  made  to  check  them  either  by  the 

dreds,  the  foremost  of  whom  active  in  direct  vio-  civil  or  military  authorities— while  theunforta- 

ienee,  and  the  rest  venting  their  ferocious  de-  nate  preacher,  with  his  wife  in  an  advanced  state 

light,  in  a  hideous  blending  of  ribaldry  and  exe-  of  pregnancy,  had  to  flee  to  a  neighbouring  island 

era  tion,  of  joking  and  cursing, — were  taxed  with  to  save  his  life!    Such  is  the  tolerant  and  hu- 

a  canting  hj^uocri^,  or  a  fanatical  madness,  for  mane  conduct  of  gmltemm  Protestants  of  the 

•peaking  of  me  prevailing  ignorance,  in  terms  nineteenth  century !  gentlemen  who  wouM,  no 

equivalent  to  those  of  the  prophet,  '  The  people  doubt,  consider  it  very  unhandsome  were  they  te 

are  destroyed  for  hick  of  knowledge.'  **^  be  compared  to  Goths  and  Yandals,  or  to  the 

But  we  need  not  go  back  even  to  the  distance  rude  and  barbpnus  savages  of  Papua  or  New 

of  half  a  century  in  order  to  find  instances  of  Holland.* 

religious  intolerance  among  Protestant  coromu-  About  the  same  period,  the  authorities  of  De* 

nities  and  churches ;  our  own  limes  unhappily  merara  set  on  foot  a  persecution  against  Mr. 

furnish  too  many  examples  of  a  bigoted,  intoltrrant.  Smith,  Missionary  irom  the  London  Society, 

and  persecuting  spirit.     Little  more  than  two  under  various  pretexts ;  but  his  real  erimo  in  the 

years  have  ela]M^  since  the  Methodist  chapel  eyes  of  his  persecutors,  was,  his  unwearied  zeal 

in  Barbadoes  was  thrown  down  and  demolished  in  instructing  the  negroes  in  the  knowledge  of 

by  the  mob-'gentryf  and  with  the  connivance  of  religion.    He  was  condemned  to  death  by  a 

the  public  authorities  of  that  slave    trafficking  eourt-martia),  in  the  face  of  every  principle  of 

Island,  and  Mr.  Shrewsbury,  a  worthy  and  re-  justice :  he  died  in  prison,  was  refhited  the  pri- 

apecied  pastor  and  missionary,  obliged  to  flee  ibr  vilege  of  a  Christian  burial,  and  his  friends  were 

his   life.     Previous  to  this  outrage,  he  sufler-  prohibited  from  erecting  a  stone  to  mark  the  sptit 

ed  every  species  of  insult,  contumely,  and  re-  where  his  body  was  laid.    The  whole  details  of 

proach.     He  was  abused  as  a  villain,  and  hissed  this  transaction  present  a  scene  qf  savage  bnr- 

at  in  the  streets,  not  by  mere  rabble,  but  by  the  bariiy,  created  by  the  lust  of  gain,  scarcely  to  be 

gretU  vulgar;  by  merchants  fix>m  their  stores,  paralleled  in  the  history  of  Europe. 

and  individuals  in  the  garb  of  gentlemen.     By  In  SwitterUnd,  which  was  (brraerly  the  head 

such  characters  his  chapel  was  surrounded,  and 

nartlv  filled,  on  Sunday  the  6th  October,  182S.  *  ''or  a  more  pnrtlcular  desalt  of  these  execrslile 

•^           .    ^^                '  transactions,  see"  Report  of  the  WTofllejanMlMlon- 

•  Kafn-.'s  Sketches.  aryScdety  for  1S84:'*  and  the  debates  iuParUwneW 

*  Fv*  •^r*s  '*  Essay  OQ  Popolar  Ignorance  in  itas. 
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qamr^ms  oTProlMtanlinn,  the  denoo  oT religious  those  who  stood  by  needed  all  tLtf 
peiMcution  has  again  reared  its  head.    The  that  religion  can  supply-— at  thu  moiBeBt  the 
council  of  sute  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  at  the  in*  clergyman  appeared,  but  advanced  only  to  give 
stigatioii  of  thp  clergy,  on  January  15)  1826|  pain  to  the  mourners,  and  to  agonixe  a  pamt^ 
published  a   decree,  "pfxihibiting,  under    the  heart,  by  saying,  "  Now  that  you  have  waited  an 
penalty  of  severe  fines  ana  imprisonments,  all  hour  till  it  suited  me  to  come,  I  will  not  inter 
meetings  for  religious  worship  or  instniction,  your  child !  I  did  not  know  that  you  were  D» 
other  than  those  of  the  Established  Church :"  senters-^ake  your  chikl  some  where  else— take 
and  in  the  following  BCay,  another  decree  was  it  wiiere  you  please    but  here  it  shall  not  fie  it. 
issued,  which  denounces  "  fines,  imprisonment,  consecrated  ground."     And,  in  &ct,  they  were 
or  banishment,  upon  the  most  private  kind  of  compelled  to  carry  the  chiki  away  eleven  miles 
religious  assembly,  or  even  the  admission  of  a  fi^om  the  abode  of  its  parents,  and  from  the  plaea 
single  visiter  to  family  worship.*'    In  pursuance  that  gave  it  birth,  before  it  could  find  repose  ia 
of  these  diBgracefiil  laws,  several  ministers  and  its  kindred  dust. — At  JVfevagissey,  in  the  comity 
private  Christians  of  high  chanu:ter  for  piety  and  of  Cornwall,  the  vicar  refused  to  allow  the  ooifse 
acquirements,  have  been  banished  from  the  Can*  of  a  Dissenter  to  be  brought  within  the  cbuld^ 
ton,  some  for  one  and  some  for  two  years— cut  and,  therefore,  read  the  burial  service  w  the  epca 
offfrom  all  means  of  subsistence,  unless  possess-  air;  but,  in  consequence  of  which,  he  read  only 
ed  of  independent  fortunes,  and  left  perhaps  to  a  part  of  that  service,  and  omitted  the  most 
starve  and  perish  in  foreign  lands.    If  they  re-  beautiful  portion.— Such  a  power  appears  to  be 
turned  before  the  expiration  of  their  sentence,  it  conceded  to  the  clergy  by  the  laws  of  the  cfanrdi; 
is  said  that  dtath  is  the  punishment  to  be  inflict-  but  the  spirit  which  gave  it  existeaoe  is  decplj  lo 
ed.     One  poor  man,  a  schooj-master,  in  the  be  deplored,  as  the  spirit  of  bigotry  and  intob- 
principality  of  Neufchatel,  has  been  oondtmned  ranee.   At  Wellingborough,  a  dergymnn,  in  op- 
to  ten  years'  banishment.    He  was  brought  out  position  to  a  custom  whkm  had  bean  establtdMl 
from  prison,  tied  with  cords,  and  compelled  to  for  sixty  years,  issued  orders,  that  bo  bell  shooU 
kneel  in  the  snow  m  the  niiblic  square  to  hear  his  toll  when  a  Dissenter  expired.    He  boldly  avow^ 
szz^Mmmx  read.    His  crime  was,  gathering  toge-  ed,  "  that  he  never  wouU  permit  the  pasamg  beO 
ther  a  few  fellow  Christians  in  bis  own  house,  to  be  rung  for  a  Dissenter,  even  in  the  event  ef 
and  there  having  the  Lord's  supper  administer-  an  intoment  in  the  chmch-yard ;  that  wfaifat  ks 
ed  by  a  regularly  ordained  minister  \*  held  the  curacy,  no  bell  of  his  chordi  sfaouU 
And  is  England  pure  fi'om  the  spirit  of  perse-  '  ever  toll  for  a  Dissenter ;  and  that  he  would  nsl 
Gution  and  intolerance  ?    Let  us  see.^— At  Ken-  even  permit  the  bells  to  ring  for  a  marring  wfatts 
nerjdge  in  Dorsetshire  a  worthy  and  excellent  the  parties  were  Dissenters."    In.  reference  to 
individual,  belonging  to  the  WMleyan  denomi-  this  case,  an  appeal  was  made  to  d>e  BislMjp  ti 
nation,  had  attended  on  a  green,  where  20  or  30  Peterborough,  who  wrote  a  long  letter  on  tbs 
peraons  usually  congregated,  on  a  Sunday  after-  subject,  and  defended  the  conduct  of  this  Wdl* 
noon,  to  listen  to  the  truths  he  thought  it  impor-  ingborough  curate. — ^At  Newport  Pafoel,  two 
tant  to  declare.    The  clergyman  of  the  parish  persons  of  decent  appearance,  teacher*  of  Bap- 
approached  with  a  retinue  of  servants,  and  com-  tist  Societies,  were  collecting  subecripiicBS  for 
manded  him  to  desist.    The  preacher  look  no  the  erection  (^  a  new  place  of  worship. — ^Aflsi 
notice  of  the  command  and  proceeded  to  read  his  arriving  at  the  residence  of  the  parish  derfyssan, 
text.      The   dergyman  then   commanded  the  they  were  taken  before  a  clerical  Diagiatraie,«riks 
tithing-man  to  seize  him.    He  was  directed  to  upon  the  oath  of  the  other  tlergynaAn,  thai  they 
be  conveyed  to  Wareham  jail ;  and  to  every  were  rogues  and  vagrants,  committed  them  lo 
question  the  preacher  put,  as  to  the  ground  of  his  Aylesbury  jail ;  where  they  were  ooofinad  fir 
being  seized  upon,  the  reverend  and  worU^  cler-  three  weeks  in  common  with  the  basest  folensi 
gyman  only  replied  by  the  brandishing  of  his  among  convicted  thieves  of  the  most  abaodoBed 
stidi. — ^Instances  have  occurred  in  which  dergy-  character ; — ^nay,  more,  they  were  sentenced  to 
men  of  the  establishment  have  refused  to  Uiry  the  tread-mill,  and  kept  at  hard  laboor  dteie, 
the  dead.    At  Chidds  Ercal,  in  Shropshire,  the  though,  during  the  wbde  time,  one  of  them  was 
chikl  of  a  poor  man  was  refused  interment,  and  afflicted  with  spitting  of  bhMd.    Their  papcfs 
the  father  was  obliged  to  carry  it  six  miles,  be-  were  seized  upon ;  their  nxmey  was  taken  fi«m 
fore  it  could  be  laid  at  rest  in  its  mother  earth,  them ;  and  by  means  of  it  the  expense  ofsenda^ 
— ^Ai  Catsfield,  in  Sussex,  a  similar  act  of  in-  them  to  prison  was  defrayed.* 
famy  was  committed. — At  the  moment  when  the  All  the   above-stated    instances,  and   nsany 
bell  had  tolled,  when  the  earth  was  to  fall  heavily  others  of  a  similar  description,  oceored  witbin 


upon  the  coffin,  containing  the  only  remains  of    the  limits  of  the  year  18S4 ;  and  every  year  i 
the  being  that  affection  had  endeared,  and  when       .„»eTe«derwin  find  a  morn  paiticnlar  detail  ef 

these  cases,  f  n  the  *'  Address  of  John  VUka,  Gss  at 
Beea  pamphlet  on  this  subject  by  Dr.PyeSmlth.     the  Fourteenth  Anniversaiy  of  the  Pietestutt  f9»> 
9ee  al«>  Cong.  Mag.  for  Jons,  l83S,and  other  perl-    clety  for  the  Protection  of  rdlgloai  Uheitr.    In 
di  J  works  of  that  date.  BCay,  laaf, 
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tKa  **  Soeietj  for  the  Protactioo  of  Eeligiom  Lk>  feet  in  (he  world  in  which  we  Itvie.    It  ia  a  pic- 
berty*'  wu  filmed,  atmilar  iotUincet,  tome  of  ture,  however,  from  whid)  we  ought  not  lo  utrn 
th4«in  of  «  more  barbaroue  nature,  have   been  awaj  our  eyes.  It  aeu  before  us  the  evils  which 
Drought  forth  to  public  view.    And,  were  it  not  require  to  be  eounteracted,  and  the  obstacles 
(or  ihra  |ituteciioii  which  this  Society  aiTords  to  the  which  must  be  sormounted,  before  the  principles 
victims  of  intolerance,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  of  malignity  be  extirpated,  and  the  moral  princi* 
vexaiioui  persecutions,  insults,  fines,  and  impri-  pies  of  the  Christian  system  take  root  in  the 
sonments,'  on  account  of  differences  in  religious  world.     But  such  views  of  the  existing  state  of 
opinions,  would  be  much  more  common  than  they  the  moral  world,  so  far  6rom  operating  as  seda- 
now  are.    Were  such  individuals  as  those  to  ttves,  ought  to  stimulate  us  to  exert  every  ener- 
whom  we  have  now  alluded,  permitted,  by  the  gy,  and  to  use  oyory  judicious    and  powerful 
laws  of  our  country,  to  carry  their  intolerant  mean,  which  has  a  tendency  to  4iromote  the  ac- 
apirit  to  its  utmost  extent,  Dissenters  would  have  eomplishment  of  this  important  object. , 
no  security  either  for  their  property  or  their  It  would  have  given  me  pleasure  to  have  pr«- 
Itves ;  and  the  fires  of  Smithfiold  would  again  be  sented  before  the  eye  of  the  reader  i  more  cheer- 
kindled,  to  torture  the  souls,  hnd  lo  consume  the  ful  and  alluring  picture ;  but  "  facts  are  stubborn 
budies,  of  all  who  refused  to  conform  to  the  dog*  things,'*  and  there  is  no  resisting  the  force  of  the 
mas  of  a  national  church.  evidence  which  they  adduce, — I  intend  to  re- 
AAer  what  has  been  stated  in  the  preceding  lieve  some  of  the  dark  shades  of  this  picture,  by 
part  of  this  work,  it  is  almost  needless  to  say,  exhibiting  some  fiiint  radiations  of  truth  and  bo- 
thai  such  an  intolerant  and  persecuting  spirit  is  oevolence  which  are  still  visible  amidst  the  sur- 
diam^irically   opnosite  to  every  principle  that  rounding  glx>m.   For,  amidst  the  moral  darkness 
pervades  the  Christian  system ;  and  there  cannot  which  has  so  long  covered  the  earth,  some  streaks 
be  a  grosser  misrepresentation  of  its  spirit  and  of  celestial  light  have  always  been  visible;  and 
ten'ieDcy,  than  to  ascribe  such  dispositions  and  the  dawning  of  a  brighter  day  now  begins  to 
conduct  to  the  genius  of  that  religion  which  ur-  gild  our  horizon.    SulMtaatial  knowledge  is  now 
TOLCKAN CE  has  thought  proper  to  assume.  Can  beginning  to  diffuse  its  benign  influence  on  all 
a  single  instance  be  produced  of  a  persecuting  ranks  ;  the  shackles  of  despotism  are  bursting 
■pirit  in  the  conduct  of  Jesus  Christ,  or  in  that  d[  asunder ;  the  darkness  of  superstition  b  gradu- 
any  one  of  his  apostles !  When  he  **  was  reviled,  ally  dispelling ;  the  spirit  of  persecution  is  borne 
he  reviled  not  again ;  and  when  he  suffered,  he  down  and  powerfully  opposed  by  the  force  cf 
threatened  not;  and  he  solemnly  rebuked  hisfol«  truth  and  of  common  sense,  and  the  rights  of 
towers  when  the  least  symptom  of  iniolerance  or  conscience  are  beginning  to  be  generally  recog- 
revenire  was  displayed.    Can  a  religion,  which  nised.    Philanthropic  institutions  of  various  de- 
eommands  ua  to  love  our  neighbours  as  ourselves  scriptioos  have  been  established,  education  is 
•—to  be  kindly  affectionate  one  towards  another  extending  iu  beneficial  effects ;  the  instruction 
—to  love  our  enemies— to  do  good  to  them  that  of  the  young  is  becoming  an  object  of  more  go- 
batenis— to  blesa  them  that  corse  iw— and  to  neral  attention ;  |>hilo8(^ical  institutions,  village 
pray  for  them  that  despilefuily  use  us,"— can  libraries,  and  associations  for  intellectual  im- 
■ach  a  religion  be  supposed  to  give  thb  least  provement,  are  rapidi)'  organizing ;  Bible  and 
countenance  to  actions  that  are  both  intolerant  missionary  societies  are  extending  their  influence 
and  inhumane?    If  the  religion  of  Christ  have  through  every  ponion  of  the  religious  worM,  and 
any  one  prominent  object  which  distinguishes  it  Christianity  is  now  beginning  to  display  its  be- 
frora  all  others,  ii  is  this— to  unite  mankind  in  neficent  energies  on  distant  continents,  and  the 
one   harmonious  and  aff*ectionate  society ;  and  islands  of  the  ocean. — But,  instead  of  entering 
such  an  object  is  altogether  incompatible  with  into  details  in  the  illustration  of  these  and  si- 
rnsentment,  intolerance,  or  persecution  in  any  milar  effects  which  have  always,  in  a  greater  or 
•hafie.    "  By  this  shall  all  men  know,"  says  Irss  degree,  accompanied  the  progress  of  the 
Jesuit,  *'  that  you  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  love  one  Christian  religion,  I  shall,  in  the  mean  time,  refer 
aooihor."  the  reader  to  the  excellent  work  of  Dr.  Ryan, 

— —  *'  On  the  History  of  the  eff*eet8  of  Religion  on 

Mankind.** 
Here  I  must  close  the  illustration  of  the  moral  Here  a  question  may  be  proposed  bv  some  ot 
•tate  of  mankind,  though  tbay  might  have  been  my  readers,— >Is  it  possible  to  iN'ing  the  inhabi- 
carried  to  a  much  greater  extent  They  present  tants  of  this  world,  in  their  prseent  depraved 
to  every  benevolent  mind  a  fIsMqr  picture  of  the  state,  to  a  general  observance  of  the  laws  of  be« 
moral  aspect  of  the  human  race,  and  of  the  de-  oevolence  which  have  hern  illustrated  in  the  pr^ 
pravity  which  the  principle  of  malevolence  car-  ceding  part  of  this  work  7  To  such  a  question 
H««  in  its  train.  It  is  a  picture  which  shows  ns  I  would  reply,— FF%atetwr  man  hat  dont,  mam 
that  those  moral  principles  and  laws  which  the  ma^  do.  Amidst  the  depravity  and  the  dark- 
Creator  intended  to  promote,  the  felicity  of  all  ness  with  which  the  earth  has  been  gmierallyeil- 
wi  tr Ids,  nave  aerer  yet  been  Iffottght  into  full  «f*  veloped,  individuali  have  occasionally  arias* 
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who  bare  ahona  m  light*  In  the  mora)  frorld,  and  prisons  in  Petersburgh,  Novogorod,  Tver,M» 

eihibiled  bri^^ht  patlemi  of  Christian  temper  and  cow,  and  other  cities  in  the  Roaiao  enpw 

of  active  b^«6conce.    The  Apostle  Paul  bad  The  prisons,  hospitals,  work-booses,  mid  bouses, 

his  mind  imbued  with  a  large  portion  of  the  spirit  houses  of  correction,  and  the  i^rades  of  miien 

of  love.    He  voluntarily  emfa«rked  in  a  tour  of  of  every  description  in  Petersburg,  were  \m\ti 

benevolence  through  the  nations ;  and  in  spite  of  by  him,  day  after  day :  "  and  many  a  priiosci, 

reproaches,  persecutions,  stripmi  and  imprison-  bowed  down  with  affliction  and  iron,  was  dieered, 

ments  ;  in  the  midst  of  "  perils  in  the  waters,  instructed,  and  saved  by  his  mioi8tratioos;*'ibc 

perils  c>f  robbers,  perils  by  his  own  countrymen,  his  philanthropy  extended  bodi  to  the  bodicJ 

perils  in  the  city,  and  perils  in  the  wilderness;"  and  to  the  souls  of  men.**'" 
and  in  the  face  uf  every  danger,  and  of  death  it-         Many  other  examples  might  be  prodaeed  frma 

self,  he  prosecuted,  with  a  noble  heroism,  his  la-  the  annals  of  our  times,  and  of  illustrious  dmrao 

hour  of  love,  purely  fi>r  the  sake  of  promoting  the  ters,  presently  existing,  to  demonstrate,  that  t 

best  interests  of  mankind.     All  the  Apostles  en-  noble  and  disinterested  benevolence  is  a  princi- 

gaged  in  the  same  benevolent  undertaking  ;  they  |)le,~capable  of  being  exercised  even  in  the  pre- 

sacrificed  every  private  interest,  every  selfish  sent  degenerated  sfaie  of  the  inhabitants  of  oar 

consideration ;  **  neither  counted  Ihey  their  lives  world.    We  find  parents  some  times  dispUyii^ 

dear  unto  themselves,  so  that  they  mi^hi  finish  a  high  degree  of  benevolent  feeling  towards  their 

their  course  with  joy,"  and  be  the  means  of  ac-  oflspring,  and  sacrificing  their  ease,  and  their 

complishing  the  salvation  of  their  fellow-men.  personal  interests,  in  order  to  secure  dieir  hetlifa, 

Even  in  our  own  times,  many  distlligui^^d  their  happiness,  and  enjoyments.    We  6od  bo- 
individuals  have  arisen,  who  have  refleOnd  bo-  som  friends  like  David  and  Jonathan,  and  Vk» 
nour  on  our  species.    The  name  of  Howard  is  Damon  and  Pythias,  rejoicing  in  the  we^ie  of 
fiumiliar  to  every  one  who  is  in  the  least  acquaint*  each  other,  and  encountering  difficolties  asd 
ed  with  the  annals  of  philanthropy,  (see  p.  20.)  dangers  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  objectt 
This  excelUni  nis;it  and  Unjly  philanthropic  cha-  of  their  firiendshtp.    What,  then,  should  hinder 
racter,  devoted  his  time,  his  strength,  his  genius,  such  dispositions   from    becoming  univeml? 
his  literary  acquisitions,   and  his  fortune,  and  What  should  hinder  them  from  being  transferred 
finally  sacrificed  his  life,  in  the  pursuits  of  human-  to  all  the  sensitive  and  intellectoal  beings,  with 
ity,  and  in  the  tm wearied  prosseuiion  of  active  whom  we  may  have  occasion  to  correspood.oric 
benevolence.    He  tr%velied  over  every  country  associate?    Would  not  the  universal  exercise  of 
in  Europe  and  in  the  adjacent  vegioos  of  Asia,  such  dispositions  be  Jdghfy  dgmabU?  wodd  i: 
impelled  by  the  spirit  of  Christian  love,  in  order  not  tend  to  banish  war  and  discord  fitxn  the 
to  survey  the  mansions  4»f  sorrow  and  of  pain,  and  world,  and  promote  peace  on  the  evth,  aod  good 
to  devise  schemes  for  the  relief  uf  human  wretch-  will  among  men  7  Why,  then,  are  such  dispon- 
cdness  wherever  it  existed;  and,  in  the  execu-  tions  so  seldom  displayed?    Not  because  the 
tion  of  this  scheme  of  benevolence,  the  energies  universal  exercise  of  them  is  a  thing  impossibts; 
of  his  mind  were  so  completely  absorbed,  that  but  because  men,  actuated  by  selfishness,  an 
'*  he  never  sufTered  himself,  for  a  moment,  to  be  unwUHng  to  give  full  scope  to  the  braevolest  af- 
diverted  from  carrying  it  Into  effisct,  even  by  the  fections  ;  because  they  have  never  yet  anfJoyed 
most  attractive  of  those  objects  which  formerly  all  the  requisite  means  for  bringing  theoi  isto 
possessed  all  their  most  powerful  iofioence  upon  full  operation.    If  all  the  energies  of  the  istel- 
his  curiosity  and  his  taste."^  lect,  and  all  the  treasures  which  have  been  ex- 

The  late    Walter  Venning,  Esq.,  who  has  pended  in  fostering  malignant  psssions,  a»l  is 

been  denominated,  by  Prigce  GaKtzin,  the  aeoond  promoting  contentions  and  warfare,  had  b«a 

ffoward,  walked  in  the  steps  of  his  illustrious  devoted  to  the  great  object  of  cultivating  the  pris- 

predecessor,  and  with  the  most  fervent  Cjiristian  ciple^of  benevolence,  and  distributing  happiness 

seal,  devoted  bis  short,  but  useful  life,  to  the  al-  among  men;  the  moral  and  physical  aspect  of 

leviation  of  human  misery,  and  to  the  promotion  our  world  would  long  ago  have  ssmBmedavery 

of  the  best  interests  of  tliousaads  of  wretched  dBTereot  appearance  from  what  it  now  wears. 
individuals  who  "  were  ready  to  perish:"    He        The  pMlanthropic  individuals,  to  whom  I  bars 

withdrew  himself  (fom  the  ordinary  round  of  alluded,  w^re  men,  whose  actions  were  some* 

genteel  society,  and  declined  all  commercial  bu-  times  Irfended  with  the  failings  aod  imperfections 

siness,  that  he  might  devote  the  whole  energies  incident  to  degenerated  humanity ;  but  the  prii^ 

of  his  soul  to  benevolent  occupations.     He  com-  ciple  of  benevolence  ruled  supreme  over  all  the 

menced  his  philanthropic  career,  by  co-operating  subordinate  aflTections ;  and  if  the  world  werr 

in  the  formation  of  the  "  Society  for  improve-  peopled  with  such  men,  notwithstanding  the  in> 

ment  of  Prison  discipline,*'  which  was  formed  perfections  which  attached  to  them,  society,  tc 

in  London  in  1816  ;  and  afterwards  visited  the  every  land,  would  present  the  appearance  of  s 


moral  paradise,  and  ftirm  an  image  of  the  bsr^ 

^       ^,.       ^   _    -  *  Mr.  Venning  died  In] 

•m  pabUo  and  private  life  of  JOhn  Howard.*'  fortieth  year  of  his  age. 


*  For  a  particular  account  of  the  labours  of  this 
SBBinent  philanthropist,  see  Brown*s  "  Memoirs  of        *  Mr.  Tennlns  died  tn  PMsrStarfb,  In  ItSl,  in  t&a 


BISANS  OF  PROMOTING  CHRISTIAN  MORALITY. 


181 


tad  felicity  of  "tb*  Minla  in  light." 
Everjr  oae  who  believ^a  in  the  eiistence  of  4 
liiture  •icte,  findlj  imagiaee  that  he  shall  enjoy 
happineM  in  that  atate.  Bat,  whence  it  his 
happineaa  to  arise  In  the  fliture  world,  but  from 
the  exercise  of  those  dispositions  which  the  law 
of  God  requires?  And  if  the  exercise  of  bene* 
voleot  dispositions  be  essentially  requisite  for 
seouring  supreme  felicity  in  the  eternal  state, 
their  ■  cuItivatioUi  even  in  the  present  world, 
nH|Bt  be  an  indUpauabU  duty,  in  order  to  our 
freparalion  for  the  emplojmeots  of  the  celestial 
wMU.  For  it  is  a  law  of  the  Creator,  which  it 
eternal  and  immutable,  that "  without  hdiness, 
no  man  can  see  the  Lord.**  And  whenever  the 
requisite  meant  are  employed  for  Uie  cultiTatioo 
of  holy  and  beneficent  dispositions,  ws  may  rest 
assured,  that  our  labour  will  be  crowned  with 
success.  For  the  energy  of  the  divine  Spirit, 
from  whom  proceedeth  every  good  and  perfect 
gift,  is  promised  to  accompany  the  use  of  every 
proper  mean,  so  as  to  render  it  effectual  for 
counteractmg  the  effects  of  moral  evil,  and  for 
promoting  the  renovation  of  the  world. 

We  have  examples  before  us,  not  coly  of  a 
ftfw  insulated  individuals,  but  of  societies, 
where  the  principle  of  benevolence,  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  pervades  the  whole  mass.  The 
people  wIm  have  been  deDQorfnaiffd  Qtmftsrs, 
have  always  been  distinguished  by  their  humane 
and  peaeeab)#  diiposittons,  their  probity  and 
hospitality  to  each  other,  the  cheerfulness  of 
their  mannersv  theic  opposition  to  war,  and  the 
active  zeal  which  they  have  displayed  in  contri- 
buting to  the  good  of  mankind.  The  Aforo- 
viana  are  also  distinguished  fiir  their  affectionate 
intercourse  with  each  other,  the  liberality  of 
their  dispositions,  the  peaceableness  of  their 
tempers,  the  purity  and  simplicity  of  their  lives, 
and  their  nnssionary  efforts  for  evangelizing  the 
tM«then  world.*    Would  to  God  that  the  whole 


*  The  following  uieodote.  Is  Illustrative  of  the 
character  of  many  of  the  Moravians,  or  Hernhutt'crs 
as  they  are  sometimes  ealled.— In  a  late  war  in  Qet' 
many,  a  captain  of  cavalry  was  onlersd  out  on  a 
foraginv  party.  He  pt  himself  at  the  head  of  his 
troop,  aha  marched  to  the  qunrter  assigned  him.  It 
was  a  solitary  valkiy,  In  which  hardly  any  thtnx  but 
woods  was  to  be  seen.  In  the  midst  smod  a  little 
coita4$e ;  on  percelrlog  It  he  rode  up,  and  knocked  at 
the  door;  out  comes  an  ancient  Hemhutter  with  a 
beard  silvered  by  afe.  **  Fatlier,"  says  the  offlcer, 
"  show  me  a  field  where  I  can  set  my  troofiers  a 
foraging."  **  presently."  replied  the  Hemhutter. 
The  f^od  oM  man  walked  hefbre,  and  conducted 
them  out  of  tl.e  valley.  After  a  ouarter  nf  an  hour's 
inarch,  they  found  a  fleU  of  barley.  "  There  Is  the 
very  thlni;  we  want,"  says  the  captain.—"  Have  pa- 
tience for  a  very  few  minutes,**  replied  the  guidOL 
<*  and  yoush.all  be  sallsHed.**  They  went  on,  and 
aliout  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  league  farther, 
they  arrived  at  another  fleld  of  barley.  The  troop 
Immediately  dismounted,  cot  down  the  i|ram,tniJi8- 
cd  it  op,  and  remounted.  The  officer  upon  this,  says 
to  his  conductor, "  Father,  yon  have  given  yourself 
and  us  unnecessary  tmuble ;  the  first  field  was  much 
better  than  this."  *'  Very  true.  Sir,"  replied  the  good 
•Id  man*    ** Bvtii  wtu noi mms." oBers  wehave  a 


world  were  Ctuakers  and  Moravians,  notwith- 
standing their  peculiarities  of  opinion !  With 
all  their  foibles  and  imperfections,  society  would 
then  wear  a  more  beautiful  and  alluring  aS|»eci 
than  it  has  ever  yet  done ;  peace  and  indnstry 
would  bo  promoted :  the  fires  of  persecutioB 
would  be  quenched ;  philanthropy  would  go  forth 
among  the  nations,  distributing  a  thousand 
blessings,  and  the  people  wouM  learn  war,  nb 
more. 


I  intend  in  this  piaot^  to  inquire  into  the 
MKAirt  ar  which  tbs  pkactiob  op  cunif 

TlAir  MORALITY  MIOHT  BK  PROMOTXP.      But 

I  find  that  this  is  a  subject  which  would  require 
a  diatind  volume  for  its  illustration.  At  present, 
I  can  suggest  only  two  or  three  hints. 

In  the  first  place.  The  hUetleetual  inatruction 
of  the  young,  sboold  be  an  object  of  universal  ar- 
tentloir,  both  in  public  and  private.  For  true 
knowledge  is  the  spring  of  all  religious  emotions, 
and  of  all  virtuous  aciiona.  By  intellectual  in- 
struction, I  do  not  mean  merely  a  series  of  exer- 
cises in  spelling,  pronouncing,  parsing,  oonsini- 
ing,  writing,  and  figuring ;  but  a  oommunicalioll 
of  the  elements  of  thought,  and  o(  clear  and  ex* 
tensive  conceptions  of  the  physical  and  mocal  re- 
htioos  of  the  universe.— S.  The  moral  instruc- 
tion of  the  young  should  be  an  object  of  particu- 
lar and  ineeanant  attentinn.  Moral  instruction 
should  be  inculcated,  not  merely  by  a  reiteration 
of  dry  precepts,  maxims,  and  abstract  doctrines, 
or  by  a  reference  to  the  details  and  flimsy  senti- 
ments contained  in  fictiiiout  narratives;  hot  by 
a  pointed  and  pacific  reference  to  real  facts ;  at 
exhibited  in  the  Sacred  History,  the  annalt  of 
nations,  and  in  the  scenes  of  the  family,  and  of 
general  society.  1  would  expect  no  greater  as- 
sistance in  the  work  of  moral  instruction  from 
the  religions  novels  with  which  the  Christian 
woHd  is  DOW  deluged,  than  I  would  do  from  a 
circulation  of  the  Pious  Frauds  which  were  so 
common  in  the  first  ages  of  the  church.  In 
schools,  and  in  families  every  thing  which  has  a 
tendency,  either  directly  or  indirectly  to  foster 
pride,  envy,  contention,  revenge,  and  other  ma- 
lignant affections,  should  be  firmly  and  tedu- 
kiusly  discouraged  and  counteracted ;  and  higher 
rewards  (if  rewards  be  expedient)  should  in 
every  instance,  be  bestowed  on  the  individual 
who  cultivatea  and  displays  l>enevolent  affections, 

beatlfbl  praetkai  exhibition  of  low  io  our  n«<^Mof/r, 
and  of  calm  resignation  to  the  providential  dispen- 
sations of  God.  How  few  professed  Christians  have 
been  fouml  acting  in  this  manner '  And  yet  I  douU 
not,  tha*.  this  good  man  wookl  experience  more  tni(. 
satisflictlon  in  the  temper  and  conduct  he  displayed, 
than  If  he  had  oflbred  resistance,  piaettsed  dlssbnii* 
lation,  or  set  them  to  plunder  his  nsighbour's  flclJ. 
A  number  of  distnierested  actions  such  as  this, 
wouM  contrltmte  more  powerftilly  to  the  support  nt 
the  Christian  cause  than  a  thousand  theo]ogl«*>U 
disputes,  imbued  with  the  spirit  and  temper  with 
which  they  have  been  moat  frequently  conducteiL 
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t!ian  OD  him  who  !•  distingniihed  merely  for  in-  coirowwio«  tkou  th«  0XKniL  nm¥ 
telleotuki  Mquirementa.     Hitherto,  a  more  rfe-         plei  iLLUixmATED  !■  thm  tolume, 
cided  preference  seems  to  hare  been  given  to        j^  ^^    ^^^^  ^^^  ^  sentiment  ufaich  ram 

wh  it  is  termed  fem«s  than  to  moral  accomplish-  ^^^  .    »  ^  preceding  discussions  ind  dlmtra. 

ments,--a.  Instiiuttons  »houl</  be  formed  for  com-  ^.^^  |^  arfmUted,  the  following  coocIiisioDsmf 

municatmg  literary  and    scientific   knowledge,  j^  jeduoed  respecting, 
blended  with  moral  and  relijious  instrociiuns,  to        ,    ^he  subject  of  preaching,  and  the  gniid 

pereons  of  both  sexes  and  of  every  rank  and  age,  ^^  ^.^  ^^  mhiisters  of  religion,  in  their  dif 
lirom  fifteen  years  and  upwards,  panicularly  to  -•.._. 


venting  the  growth  of  babila  of  diMJpatioo.    In  5„iodIi.that,what  is  the  main  object  of  Chrisliie. 

such  tnstitutioos,  the  manifestauon  of  beneiroleiit  a- ^  Jeomplieb,  ought  to  belheukimttsainirf 

ejections  and  propnety  of  moral  conduct,  sbouW  ^^      ^^^.J^^^  ^^^^     ^  j,  ^„^^ 

he  made  the  conditions  of  enjoying  the  uistnic-  ^^^  „H>n  to  tl^  belief  of  certain  api^, « 

tions  and  privileges  of  the  association  -4.  In  ^^  .^^  ^^  ^^  ^^j,^^  ^  pecolkririei  rfi 

oomieiKm  with  tiH»e  and  other  meaM,  the  ca^  It  is,  that  they  may  "  be  renewed  in  Ihs 

of  practical  morality  woald  be  powerfoUy  pitwnolj.  ^(^  ^  ^^  minds,-  and,  «  made  meet  fcr  tta 

ed,  were  Ao  ministers  of  religion,  among  all  ^^^tance  of  the  saints  in  lighl»-it  ii,  Oat 

parues  to  dirt^t  their  energies  to  the  discussion  ^             ,,          ungodliness  and  worldly  iM, 

•fmo«l  subjects,  on  Christum  principles,  instead  ^^^^^^  righteously,  and  godlj. «  *• 

of  coofinmg  their  attention  almost  eic^-aively  to  ^^^  ^^.,  ^^^8„  ^  /j^  ^,  J^ 

docirind  discussions.    Religion  w  not  a  sys  em  S),  ^^^^hich  isthebondofperfect.on."-M«ta. 

merely  of  speculatire  and  metaphysical  truths,  physicd  disquisitions,  rospJIningdogmu  in  ^fr 

nor  does  It  consist  m  the  contemp^tion  of  myste-  ^^  ^^^^     j.^^  U^dSncy To  i^ionle  ik. 

nous  MCts,  or  incomprehensible  dogmas ;  but  it     P      !        .  .  ' .    , Li^,  j:,...^t:«M 

.■I      J  »    _iui        L'    .     jj--! I .  heart,  and  to  promote  benevolent  dispontioM 

IS  a  rational  and  tangiNe  subiect,  addressed  to         .   '-.   ..        '^/^  .w    . •k^.i..«»u. 

..                ...          ^    »/.     '      j.t  and  affections.    On  the  contrary,  they  nave  »• 

the  reason,  the  hopes,  and  fears,  and  the  common  _     .,        j      j     .           ^_-:jj:.1.. !.«--». 

-_'  ,.  j'^j..      r       '.   -ii  -.    .'  _-  quently  produced  a  temper  of  mmd  directly  oppo- 

■enae  of  mankind ;  and  therefore,  its  illostrati'^ns  v      '  "^         '  't    f  Cilri  t'an'tv     Tbirhaw 

d»old  be  chieay  deriwd  from  th,  ft«.  of  a««d  J     „^,i4jj;"  ^„  them«l«  o.  tb.  XT 

»t..V   obj<»t.,K««,  uduK>c..t.<».  wj*  ^h.i?<«^,md  to  point  .tolh«.Mh«««i, 

which  we  are  connected.-^-A  much  greater  do-        j     u    _.        r.u    !2L    i ^^,«.,Jttmm 

r     •     .•          J    r         .L      •        —  and  subverters  of  the  gospel,  on  account  of  «*» 

gree  of  animation,  uid  of  enerR^,  th^  is  now  differences  in  s^i^ekt  about  apaitienhr 

displayed  m  »n-i"«t«oi»  f~«n  the  V^^^,«J^  joSrine;  whUe  they  themseWes  hayeWrer.!- 

requi.itoforarrestmgtheattent,on,and  ri^^^  tempted  to  culuvate  h«iven1y  disposition., iirf 

jmpre«ionsrf  moral  and  religious  ?«J^"P«  to  display  that  charity  which  "  aufl^  N, 

the  mind.    If  fewer  sermons  were  delivered,  and  ^  .  \^     j^.      ^        ^.        ^^  ^j 

a  greater  portion  of  intellectua  energy  concentrat-  " .  ,   ,/^     *    .,  „    J^,               ^Tu  A^^i^ 

p.         rj. .  .-         */_     .^i  .^  thinketh  no  evil."    There  are  certain  doetnoet 

ed  in  each  discourse ,  and  if  preachers,  particu-  .  i-   .       i.  .             j..    i         .    .^.w«u«. 

,    , -k-    _, '     .  J  /         ..   '  '^     .^  and  facts,  which  we  ought  always  to  recognii*, 

larly  among  Dissenters,  had  fewer  discourses  to  ^    .  ,    . '                    ^-     ,     '  ...  „;  '    {- 

'              >            .      g,       , .  and  to  keen  in  view  as  fundamental  axiosn  u 

^ltectu.1  nwgo  through  th.t7.IMn  of  nMo«  of  ^^          ^        J^  b«^««CW  « 

IW«c,  «d  of  re^tatioD,  »«»«  P'-'rf"  „...,  u,.'  Z,  Zu^TJ^f  that "  b.<IW  fa 

effect  would   undoubtedly  be  produced  on  the    _     '_—  ,  .'    -     ^ :„-iSfiM- 

riL  •  .•           ij     ^  .         11   \L      -     j^  11  <w  offences,  and  rose  aeain  for  our  joiuiwc 

Chn.t»n  world,  wjd  «poo  M  who  ooc..ion.ll7  ^^    ,          '.^  h,„,S«i  ud«Jri»rtrf 

b.«««„p.„Jwi.?fer«nt  p^yor^  .h.?^jj.  Lt'cVrbrSr>''Xf  t£:.tZr^ 

ther  of  utiits,"  and  depmdoic.  on  the  pramiMd  7         .'  .:       ,  V^       ,'  "T^       j_  ..^ 

aidof  th.  Spirit  of  hdin«..    But  wiLut  tho  ^J^^"J  »'"**  ?"J"''*„'"JrJ,  4. 

I-    .•      Jr  II  .L              .•              ^u-  t.  aimilar  doctnnea,  as  is  firquenlly  done,  to  tiie 

application  of  all  the  energeuc  means  which  rea-  „clusionof  pract  cal  morShy;  siice  theyoajlii 

«,nand  revelation  suggjest,  we  have  no  reason  ^^  ^e  ^egardld  in  the  light  nTther  of  firrt Vinci- 

to  conclude,  and  it  would  be  presumption  to  ex-  .     .    f^.       ^      J      .        ^^  ^ « 

pect,  that  the  infiuences  of  heaven  will  descend  ^         reiigwm,  luma  u  wpiw  wnioi   ^ 

upon  the  moral  world.    For  it  appears,  in  point  •  Hie  Anthor  onglnany  Intended  to  IRatrate  (M^ 

of  &«,  to  be  one  part  of  the  plan  of  the  divine  "«>   the  following  eondnripna.  at  .con^IJwjSi 

»*»..<wi..*.  *k..  k..J.-«  .— «.-  Jk-11  k«  »u«  .^^^  length,  and  to  enter  Into  a  varietyof  clrcumrtandsi 

procedure,  that  human  agenta  shall  be  the  means  details  j  but,  as  the  intended  Illratratlons  weuMo» 

of  enlightening  each  other,  and  of  promoting  the  enpf  mors  than  a  hundred  pages,  and  u  the  won 

ww».tio«ythe  worid,  ..  "work.™  t,«.th.r  ^'^^J^llSL^lSSSSSS'liJ^i 
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«6  pmvad  by  UmhiiW  and  diffused  argumonts.  (o  dogenarate  into  a  mere  figment,  or,  at  moat, 
Tet,  ii  if  a  fact,  that  audi  doctrines,  which  are  into  a  subject  ofwranglingi  or  a  matter  of  con- 
only  the  roeana  of  religion,  hare  been  expatiated  ous  speculation. 

upon  without  intermission,  as  if  the  simple  be*        Lot  no  clans  of  religionists  preeorae  to  tell  ns, 

lief  of  them  were  the  end  of  religion ;  while  the  that,  if  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  religion  be 

great  moral  object  of  Christianity  has  been  either  simply  declared,  Christian  morality  will  follow  as 

entirely  orerlooked,  or  thrown  into  the  shade,  a  matter  of  course ;  and  that,  to  expatiate  on  any 

What  should  we  think  of  ihe  instructor  of  youth,  particular  branch  of  social  conduct,  is  to  dege- 

who  confined  the  attention  of  his  pupil  solely  to  nerate  into  Ugid  pnoMng,    If  this  principle 

the  characters  of  the  alphabet,  and  to  the  pro-  were  to  be  admitted,  then  all  the  expostulations 

nundaiion  of  a  few  elementary  sounds,  and  then  and  denunciations  of  the  prophets,  all  the  reprooft 

dismissed  him  with  a  general  exhortation,  to  ap-  and  exhortations  of  the  apostles,  all  the  moral 

ply  them  to  all  the  combinations  of  letters  and  sermons  of  our  Saviour,  and  all  the  minute  di- 

syllabise  he  might  find  in  every  book  1    Coald  reciioos  in  reference  to  moral  conduct,  detailed 

we  ever  expect,  that,  in  ordinary  cases,  such  a  in  every  epistle  to  the  Christian  churches,  may 

pupil  would  either  make  progress  in  the  art  of  be  regarded  as  egregious  trifling.     If  it  be  one 

reading,  or  use  it  as  the  nMdium  of  acquiring  grand  design  of  revelation  to  restore  mankind 

knowledge?    And  what  shall  we  think  of  those  fiom  the  ruins  of  the  fall,  and  to  reinstate  them 

who  do  litde  more  than  attempt  to  explain  the  in  that  integrity  which  they  at  first  poasessed  ^ 

axioms  of  the  Christian  system,  but  never  show  if  it  was  the  chief  design  of**  the  law  and  the 

their  bearings  on  the  scenery  of  real  life,  nor  en*  prophets"  to  bring  forth  into  action,  on  the  theatre 

deavour  to  extend  our  views  of  the  providential  of  the  world,  the  two  fundamental  principle  of 

operations  of  God,  «nd  of  the  glory  of  his  king-  the  moral  law,  as  the  Lawgiver  himself  has  ex* 

dom  7    If  Christianity  consisted  merely  in  ab*  pressly  stated ;    (Matt.  xxii.  87'-40 ;)— if  the 

street  disquisitions,  and  metaphysical  dogmas,  sweet  singer  of  Israel  devoted  a  large  portion  of 

such  a  practice  might  be,  in  some  measure,  his  inspired  strains  to  the  celebration  of  the  di- 

dtffeosible ;  but  since  it  is,  in  every  sense  of  the  vine  precepts,  (Psalm  cxix.  Jtc. ;) — if  most  of  the 

word,  a  praelieal  system,  it  is  next  to  trifling  sermons  and  parables  of  our  Saviour  have  a  di* 

with  its  prominent  objects,  to  confine  the  range  rect  bearing  on  the  same  important  subject  :*— if 

of  religious  discussions  within  so  narrow  bounds  the  apostle  Paul,  in  his  tnstructkms  to  a  Christian 

as  is  generally  done  by  many  of  those  who  are  minister,  enlarged  particularly  on    the  duties 

designated  by  the  term  ctwrn^^sKrat ;  and  argues  whidi  should  be  inculcated  on  the  various  ranks 

a  complete  forgetfiilnoss  of  the  apostle's  exhorts-  and  relations  of  men,  (THttis  ii.  iii. ;) — if  all  the 

tion,  *'  Therefore,  leaving  the  first  principles  of  a|)ostolic  letters  to  the  Christian  chorehes  are 

the  doctrine  ofChrist,  let  us  go  on  10  perfection,*  full  of  minute  directions,  in  relation  to  every 

tracing  first  principles  through  all  their  diversi-  branch  of  moral  duty :— >ir  heaven  be  the  scene  of 

Aed  barings  on  mortal  action,  and  on  Christian  perfect  moral  rectitude,  where  ardent  affectlMi 

contemplation.  towards  God,  and  towards  fellow-intelligences. 

One  of  the  great  objects  ofprsadiing  ought,  ever  reigns— where  love,  peace,  and  harmony, 

undoubtedly,  to  be,  to  investigate  the  numerous  eternally  prevail  v— if  the  Ittppiness  of  that  world 

and  minute  ramifications  of  luiman  conduct ;  to  depend  upon  the  absence  of  moral  evil,  and  the 

explore  every  avenue  of  corruption ;  to  endea-  attainment  of  moral  perfection;— if  the  present 

vour  to  draw  forth  from  its  hiding-place  ewory  world  be  a  state  of  preparation  for  the  enjoyments 

immoral  principle  and  action,  which  exerts  its  of  that  happier  region  ;-»if  this  preparation  con- 

pernictous  influence  in  Christian  or  in  general  sist  in  having  the  principles  oflovetoGod  and 

society;  and  with  all  the  powers  of  graphical  toman  imerwoven  through  the  whole  constitution 

drscription  we  can  command,  to  portray  them  of  the  mind,  and  brought  forth  into  action  in  he 

bofore  the  eyes  of  men,  in  all  their  repulsive  diversified  scenes  of  civil  and  religious  i'iter- 

featureM,  and  in  all  their  abominations.    At  the  course ; — ^if  such  important  eflfeols  cannot  be  pro- 

aame  time,  we  oaght  to  apfJy  the  touch-stone  of  duced,  onless  by  laying  open  to  viow  the  latent 

the  divine  law  to  every  unchristian  propensity  abominations  nf  the  heart,  by  impelling  the  moral 

and  practice;  to  exhibit  its  contrariety  to  the  principles  of  the  gospel  through  all  the  avenues 

spirit  of  our  holy  religion ;  to  show  how  the  and  windings  of  the  human  passions  and  affec 

principle  of  love  ought  to  operate  in  every  given  tions;  and  by  illustrating,  with  minute  particu- 

case  and  circumstance,  and  in  the  minutest  so-  larity,  every  subordinate  branch   of  Christian 

tions  of  human  life  ;  and  how  very  difl^erent  e&  duty ;— >if  tiMse  positions  be  admitted,  it  wfll  fol- 

focta  would  be  praduced,  were  the  principles  laid  tow,  that  the  duties  of  Christian  morality,  so  fiff 

down  by  our  Saviour  and  his  apostles,  to  operate  from  being  thrown  into  an  obscure  comer,  ought 

with  full  effect  throo^oot  every  department  of  to  9ceupy  ^pnmimntplaet  in  the  range  of  the 

the  moral  worid.    Unless  such  objects  be  gene-  ministration  of  every  Christian  minister,  who  fti 

^ly  aimed  at,  and  steadily  kept  in  view,  in  tiie  desirous  to  proasote  the  improvemeot  of  aodsi^t 

ooiirse  of  pablk'  instruction,  religion  will  be  apt  and  the  ranovation  of  the  workU 
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In  ihort,  we  eipect  no  grand  morml  reforms-  though  new  manifettiiif  tho  lettt  ifai|Mom  if 

tioo  to  be  •ctueved— BO  oommeneement  of  the  penitence,  win  be  viewed  m  a  tderiUy  fiiir  cIm* 

millennial  era  jf  the  church,  till  *<  the  watchmen  racter  in  religious  society,  especially  if  b^hu 

upon  Mount  Sioo,"  with  more  energy  than  they  acquired  a  considerable  share  of  weahh  and  of 

hare  yet  displayed,  **  shall  lift  up  their  voice  like  influence  in  general  society. — Of  such  cases  ani 

a  trumpet,  and  show  to  the  house  of  Jacob  their  practices,  the  author  had  selectfd  a  BUDiber  of 

tfansgreaaions**— till    they    "  lift    it    up    with  atriking  examples,  which  the  narrow  limiti  lo 

strength,  and  not  be  afiraid**  of  any  suspicions  which  he  is  confined  in  the  present  work,  cod* 

that  may  be  thrown  out  against  their  orthodczy,  strain  him,  in  the  mean  time,  to  postpone, 

when  they  show  unto  men  the  path  of  duty  in  all  Now,  if  the  general  sentiments  already  ihrowii 

its  bearings  on  the  relations  of  time,  and  on  the  out  be  founded  on  truth,  and  on  the  saiurs  if 

employmems  of  eternity — till  they  make  the  mo-  things,  such  a  practice  as  that  to  which  we  alluda, 

ral  principles  of  Revelation  bear,  in  all  their  must  be  absurd,  unchristian,  and  inconsisieal 

force,  not  only  on  the  prominent  featuros  of  social  with  the  preservation  of  the  moral  purity  of  reli> 

life,  but  upon  every  minute  ramification  of  human  gious  society.     It  has  this  pemicioQs  leodsory, 

conduct  till  every  lurking  principle  of  jealousy,  among  others,  that  it  leads  muititudas  to  imagim, 

envy,  avarice,  and  revenge  be  made  to  feel  their  that,  U'they  can  koep  clear  of  two  or  dtree  adi 

energy— till  even  the  very  a0itiseitt<n/s  of  public  of  moral  delinquency,  they  may  trample  ob  every 

and  domestic  life  be  made  to  bend  to  the  eternal  divine  princip^  and  law  with  impnaity.  A  poor 

laws  of  rectitude,  and  to  carry  on  their  fronts  wretch,  under  the  presaore  of  poverty,  iteab  a 

that  noble  insoriplion,  '(HoLiUBSi  to    tbk  hen  or  a  pocket  handkerchief,  and,  notwithnasd- 

Lord.'*  ing  his  aubsequmt  repelltance,  is  banished  from 

II.  If  the  preceding  train  of  sentiments  be  ad-  social  intercourse,  aiid  heU  op  to  etecrtuoa; 

milled,  we  may  be  directed  in  our  views  of  the  while  a  sanctimonious  hypocrite  will  swindle  hii 

nahm  and  eskli  of  chureh  discipline,  and  the  neighbouroutof  a  hundred  pounds,  ffnocriaiiBal 

persons  on  whom  it  ought  to  be  exercised.  law  can  take  hold  of  him,  and  will  ictaia  hi*  tia- 

In  a  great  majority  of  Christian  churches,  oen-  tion  in  the  diurch,  and  bold  op  his  face  wiibeat 

sures  are  inflicted  chiefly,  or  solely,  on  peraons  a  blush  in  the  presence  of  generdaocioty*    It  ii 

guilty  of  anacfemof  breachof  one  or  tvro  precepts  obvious,  if  there  be  any  troth  in  what  we  bars 

of  the  decalogue— <onIy  one  or  two  species  of  vio-  hitherto  stated,  that  the  general  tenor  (ftbeooa* 

lation  of  the  moral  law  are  considered  as  worthy  duct,  and  the  uniform  manifestation  ofbeaeve* 

of  cognizance ;  while  the  systematic  <^erations  of  lent  aflections,  ought,  in   every  case,  lo  form  ths 

slander,  revenge,  envy,  and  avarice— the  indica*  grand  priterion  of  a  man's  being  entitled  to  the 

tions  of  harsh,  sour,  and  ungovernable  tempers,  character  of  a  Christian ;  and,  that  dispoaitiooi 

and  the  absence  of  Christian  candour  and  afl^eo-  of  al>  opposite  nature  habitually  displayed,  ho«^ 

tion— circumstances  which  display  the  real  cha-  ever  much  overiooked  in  the  general  intoroovM 

ractera  of  men  ftr  more  dtsiinclly  Uian  any  of  life,  ought  to  form  a  ground  of  exehvton  frca 

inawto^srf  acts  of  immorality  can  do — are  either  the  society  of  the  faithfiil. 

wholly- overlooked,  or  consklered  as  characteris-  III.  This  subject  haa  a  particnlar  beanog 

tics  of  very  trivial  import.    The  censures  to  upon  the  dioitUma  which  subsist  in  the  religioas 

which   I  allude,  are  likewise  accompanied,  in  world,  and  the  grand  principles  which  ought  is 

many  instances,  with  a  degree  of  magisterial  form  a  ftond^vmon  among  all  who  ackoowledf* 

haughtiness,  severity,  and  unchristian  feeling,  the  truth  of  ihe  Christian  Revelation.^— If  the 

which  is  directly  repugnant  to  every  amiable,  train  of   thought  illustrated  in  the  precedioi 

candid,  and  generous  principle.  A  peraon  guilty,  paces  be  correct,  it  will  follow,  that  a  cordiai 

in  a  single  instance,  of  a  breach  of  the  seventh  union  of  the  varioaa  sections  of  the  CMitM 

or  eight  commandments,  will  lie  under  the  frown  church  is  to  be  expected  from  the  cultlvatitf> « 

of  a  religious  society  for  yean,  and  even  to  the  the  Spirit  of  Love,  more  than  from  any  atiempl 

close  of  his  life,  notwithstanding  eveiy  evidence  to  produce  an  exact  ooinridenoe  of  opiniof)  oi 

he  can  give  of  the  sincerity  of  his  repentance,  these  theological  points  in  which  they  now  differ 

and  even  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  earning  bis  Wherever  this  spirit  is  found  ezpandms  the  Mn\ 

subsistence ;  while  another  may  habitually  vio-  and  governing  the  affections,  it  will  lea)  iti  po** 

late  almost  all  the  other  precepts  of  the  decalogue,  sesson  to  view  Ihe  peculiar  opinions  of  oiherf 

and  be  screened  from  the  discipline  of  the  chiirdi.  with  candour ;  to  respect  their  persons ;  to  a)« 

He  may  be  avaricious,  cunning,  and  deceitful ;  low  them  liberty  of  ihoii^t  on  all  the  subordinats 

harsh  and  unfeeling  in  his  conduct;  uncandid  and  ramifications  of  theological  sentiment ;  *^^ 

uncharitable  in  his  dbposilions  towards  othera ;  set  a  higher  value  on  moral  qualificatioas,  am 

proud,  selfish,  and  obstinate  in  his  temper;  ad-  the  manifestation  of  benevolent  affe<^ioos,  than 

dieted  to  slander  and  to  incessant.  litigations;  on  those  circnmstantial  opinions  which  do  out 

impatient  of  control ;  and  boisterous  and  oonten-  enter  into  the  essence  of  the  Christian  ^^^ 

tioua  in  his  general  deportment^-and  yet  be  con-  If  the  professing  Christian  world  were  thorou^'v 

tidered  aa  no  propet  object  of  eensure ;  and,  investigatedi  it  wouki  be  found,  tl)at  it  ii  f^^^i 
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to  the  ab«enc9  of  this  •pirit,  thai  Chria-  aberrationSi  than  to  mafpiify  the  erron  and  the 

XtfUM  vtand  wamach  aloof  fivm  each  other,  than  &ults  of  others.    Let  us  tmke  every  allowance 

lo  thetlppviiiauve  opinioos  which  theyrospeo-  for  the  efiecis    which  education,  habit,  temper 

tively  maintaio.    The  preralent  disposition  for  local  circumstances,  and  particular  aasodationst 

sneering  afi  other  denominaiions,  and  the  plea-  may  have  produced  on  the  opinions  of  our  sup* 

sure  that  seems  to  be  fek  in  laying  otien  their  posed  erring  breihreii  *,  and  let  us  consider,  thai 

sores,  will  generally  be  ibund  (o  proceed  h-om  a  ive  ourselves,  had  we  been  placed  in  the  same 

irinciple  of  priie^and  of  self-conceit  in  r^gfgA  iMrciiiMtances,  might  have  imbibed  the  same 

to  our  own  favoorite  opinions,  some  of  Which;  sentimems. .  Let,  us  endoarour  to  acquire  clear 

when  piobed  iq  (he  bottom,  will  be  found  as  roU  i^nd  w«IUde6oed  ideas  on  every  subject  connect* 

ten  as  our  neigliboorV.    Why  are  men  notae  .  ed  wuh  teligion ;  ihai  we  may  not  comend  about 

much  disposal  to  pass  encomiums  or»what  Is  trifles,  ibout  mere  abstract  ideas,  or  the  appli- 

sound  in  the  opinions,  and  laudable  in  the  con-  cation  of  parti^uiar  terms  or  phrases.    Let  um 

duct,  of  other  parties,  as  they  are  to  censure  them  keep  our  eyes  fiza^  on  (he  great  and  promineni 

for  aoinur  peculiarities  of  sentiment  ?    Why?  objects  of  revelpvUpai  and   on  all  the  subotdinate 

Because  it  appears,  that  many  professed  Chris-  active  means  by  vfhich  they  may  be  promoted, 

tians  take  more  delight  in  the  exercise  of  male-  Let  us  consider  religion  as  consisting  more  m 

Yolentfeelingsthan<rf'bettevoleOt  affections;  and  action,  than   ii>  speculaiion.    Let  our  love  to 

are  tike  flies,  that  pass  over  the  sound  parts  of  a  Christian  brethren  be  founded,  not  so  much  on  a 

nan's  b^y,  and  fix  upon  his  sores.    Till  such  general  coincidence  of  opinion,  as  on  the  resem* 

unchristian  dispositions  be  undermined,  and  tern-  nlance  they  bear  to  the  Divine  image ;  and  then 

pera  of  an  opposite  description  pervade  the  ranks  we  may  confidently  expect,  that  (hat  period  wil. 

of  Christian  society,  we  can  expect  no  cordial  sponappcoach,  when  tlie  saints  of  Qod  "  shall 


Dor  lasting  Pinion  in  the  visible  church,  however  eye  to  eye,'*  in  tufaonce  to  all  the  grand  bearings 

many  ingenious  schemes  nwy  be  formed,  to  bring  of  the  Gospel  icheMe,  and  when  the  name  of 

about,  this  desirable  event*    For  snrery  etfect  Jehovah  shall  be  ostt  throughout  all  tlie  earth, 

must  have  an  adequate  cause :  this -cause  will  be  IV.  We  may  learn  from  the  subject  we  have 

fotmd  to  consist  more  in  the  afibction  than  in  been  illustrating,  what  notions  we  ought  to  form  of 

opinion;  and  a  union  formed  on  an  apparent  dmm^Tumza/afuturt  Mtafeofhappinett^andof 

coincidence  of  sentiment,  unmingled  with  ardent  the  pasPARATiON  requitUe  to  •ntddt  u»ta  engt^ 

love    and  affection,  would  be  unworthy  of  the  miU  empUyvwtU.^Tho  felicity  of  the  future 

name,  and  would  soon  be  dissolved.  world  will  not  consist  simply  in  a  change  ^ 

It  can  form  no  deoisive  mark  ofa  man*s  Chris-  pfaet;  nor  will  it  consint  chiefly  in  change  of 

tianity,  that  he  recognises  the  pee^liar  ophionM  sentiment  or  opinion.     lu  foundation  must  be 

of  the  Baptisu  or  Psdo-Baptists,  of  Pt-esbyte-  laid  in  the  principle  of  Loos,  and  in  the  com- 

rians,  Episcopalians,  or  Independents ;  it  is  a  plete  cenovation  of  the  moral  powers  of  the  hu- 

jMatter,  comparatively    of   tittle     importance,  man  m&iA^wiihodt  which  no  colestial^neeoukl 

whether  a  man  believes  that  Christ  was  an  ac"  produoe  permanent   enjoyment.    Although  all 

tual  or  a  virtual  Mediator  under  the  Old  Testa-  the  theologians  who  now  exist  were  united  ia 

ment ;  whether  he  be  designated  the  San  of  Qod  opinion  about  every  article  of  the  system  of  Di- 

in  virtue  of  his  office,  or  «^  his  nature;  whether  vinity;  and  ahhough  they  were  transported  to 

or  not  we  be  guilty  of  Adam's  first  sin;  whether  the  moot  splendid   world  that  revolves   aroun* 

the  transaction  which  passed  between  him  and  the  star  Antutua  ;  after   the   first  transports, 

Hb  Creator,  should  be  viewed  as  a  law,  or  as  a  arising  from  the  novelty  and  the  grandeur  of  the 

caa^enant ;  whether  the  otdinaoee  of  baptism  scene  had  subsided,  they  would  enioy  little  more 

should  be  administered  by  dipping,  or  by  sprin-  happiness  in   that  orb,  than  they  do  in  this  ter- 

Iding,  fcc.  &cw— But  itis^  ooqueslionably,  a  mat-  restrial  sphere,  imlees  they  were  actuated  with 

ter  of  the  highest  moment,  both  to  the  person  moral  dispositions  and    affections  yry  diflb- 

himself,  and  to  Chrhrtwn  society,  that  his  tsmper,  rent  from  those  which  many  of  them  now  display. 

aflTectiona,  and  conduct,  should  be  in  unison  with  For,  not  only  rancour  and  malice,  but  even  cold- 

the  holy  law  of  God^  and  that  he  should  duplay  aess  and  indifference  to  the  welfare  of  odiera, 

the  love  which  it  requires,  in  all  his  social,  com-  would  prevent  happiness  from  being  enjoyed  in 

nereial,  domestie,  and  Christian  imercourses ;—  sny  region  of  the  material  universe.    All  who 

and  if  such-dispesitions  and  conduct  were  univer-  believe  in  the  reality  of  a  future  worid,  indulge 

lally  to  prevail  among  the  various  denominations  in  anxious  wishes  to  be  made  happy  when  they 

el' the  reHgious   world,  union  would  soon  follow,  pass  fiwn  this  mortal  scene  lo  the  worid  of 

as  a  matter  of  course.— If,  therefore,  we  wish  to  spirits.    Eveo'wicfced  men,  whose  oooseieaces 

behold  tlie  unhapf^  divisions  of  the  diorch  or-  frequently  forebode  evil  to  them  in  the  other 

•zieoted,  let  us   cultivate,  with   ardour,  those  worM,  indulge  the  hope  that  God  will  ultimately 

amiable  and  affectionate  dispositions  which  our  oe  merciful  to  them;  and  admh  them  to  the  joya 

.««ttevolent  religion    ineuleates,  and  be    more  of  bsaven.    But  this  b  impossible.  In  the  ver* 

Mtious  to  oorreoft  oar  own  mental  and  moral  nature  of  things,  unless  they  be  "rsoewed  In  liiii 
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ipiritof  their  ■undf,"  and  ondowed  with  those  sptrils  of  jost  men,"  in  th^fiitore  mot  J,  *'im 

•ioLy  diipoiitiom  which  alooo  can  qualify  them  made  perfect,"  freed  from  werj  taim  of  BOial 

fiir  reliabing  subetaotial  happiness,  and  Cir  par-  pollution,  and  unrestrained  in  tfa*  exerdsa  4 

(Icipelioc  in  '*lhe  inheritance  of  the  satnis  of  their    moral   powers.       The    inheritance  to 

light.'*    How   could  Mslignitjr  associate  with  which  thej  are  destined,  is  *<nndefi)ed*  with 

Benerolence,  Cooteniion  with  Friendship,  or  the  least  siain  of  corruption,  or  with  the  eiam- 

^ar  with  Peace  7    How   could   the  sons    of  pie  of  impure  and  malignant  spirits.    "  Whe« 

'iiseord  dwell  in  unity,  in  an  assembly  where  all  Ohrlai,  who  is  our  life,  shall  appear,  we  shall  be 

jt  harmony  and  love  7    How  could  the  malicious  like  him  ;*'  transformed  into  bis  moral  ina^ 

and  revengeful  spirit  find  delight  in  the  employ-  and  animated  wiffk  those  Divine  principles  uid 

nents  of  kindness  and  pure  benignity  7    How  virtues,  which  lie  displayed  in  his  conduct,  vHim 

could  the  man  who  now  finds  his  chief  pleasure  he  tabernacled  among  men.     The  saints  "  abatt 

in  hounding  and  horse-racing,  in   brawling  and  walk  with  him  in  white,**  an  emblem  of  thRir 

fighting,  have  any  relish  fiw  llie  sublime  adora-  perfect  moral  purity;  "  they  shall  receive  an  in* 

tions,  die  enraptured  praises,  and   the  lofty  and  heritance  among  them  that  are  sanctified  ,**  and 

refined  contemplations,  of  the  celestial  inhabi-  "  there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow, 

tanta  7    The  thing  is  impossible,  iraless  the  mo-  nor  crying ;  lor  the  former  things  shall  have  paas- 

ral  order  of  all  worlds  were  completly  subverted,  ed  away." 

Such  ebaraoCers  will  be  banished  from  the  abodes        Y.  From  th#  prec^ng  illastratioas  we  may 

of  biisa ;  not  by  any  arbitrary  decree  of  the  Al-  learn  something  oftfu  matan  tmd  ssamei  «//»- 

mighty,  but  in  virtue  of  the  moral  oooBtitution  of  tmn  ymuahment.  If  the  exercise  «if  kyve,  in  all  iia 

the  intelligent  universe.  diversified  modifieationa,  constitutes  the  fuuad^ 

It  is,  therefore,  evident,  that  the  happiness  of  tion  and  the  essence  of  happiness,  the  onrestrain- 

beaven  must  be  founded  upon  the  exercise  of  love,  ed  operations  of  malevolence  must  bo  the  mhuos 

affection,  harmony,  perfect  good-will  to  fuHow.  mkI  the  sum  of  misery.    We  cannot  fi>rm  a  more 

intelligences,  and  the  infinite  variety  of  ramifi-  dreadful  picture  of  future  ponisbroent,  than  by 

cations  into  which  such  principles  may  diverge  ;  conceiving  the  principles  of  falsehood,  deceit, 

combined  with  proibund,  enlightened,  and  venera-  and  malignity,  and  the  passions  of  pride,  hatred, 

ble  views  and  affections,  m  relation  to  the  Ood  malice,  and  revenge,  raging  wiih  unconimlled 

and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.    When  and  perpetual  violence.     We  need  represent  to 

these  and  similar  dispositions  are  uniformly  ex-  ourselves  nothing  more  horrible  m  the  piaoe  ol 

ercised,  without  the  least  mixture  of  any  one  in-  punishment,  than  by  sapposing^the  Almighty 

gredient  of  moral  evil,  it  is  easy  to  conceive,  simply  to  permit  wicked  men  to  give  fuQ  scops 

with  what  transports  of  delisht  the  inhabitanU  to  their  malevolent  dispositiow ;  leaving  them 

of  heaven  will  contemplate  the  displays  of  Di-  «  to  eat  of  the  fitiit  of  thoir  own  ways,  and  lo  bs 

vine  Power,  Wisdom,  and  Goodness,  and  inves-  filled   with  their  own  devices."     The  effects 

tigate  the  history  of  his  dispensations  in  the  produced  by  the  uncontrolled  operation  of  such 

moral  government  of  our  world,  and  in  the  ar-  principles  and  passions  would  be  such,  as  may 

rangemsQU  of  all  the  other  worlds  whose  phyn-  be  filly  represented  by  the  emblems  vf  **  the 

cal  and  moral  economy  may  be  laid  open  to  their  worm  that  never  dies,"  of"  devooring  fire,"  and 

▼>«w**  of  their  necessary  concomitants,  **  weeping,  and 

Such  views  are  in  perfect  accordance  with  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth."  (See  Ckapw 
the  represenUtions  of  Scripture.— *<  Without  II.  Sect.  iv.  pp.  65.  68.)  What  other  iagre- 
holiness,  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.**  "  The  dients  of  misery,  arising  either  from  h>cal  cifw 
pure  in  heart  (and  they  akme)  shall  aee  God."  cumstances,  from  the  recollection  of  the  pa«l,  ef 
^*  Nothing  that  wnrketh  abomination,  can  enter  the  anticipation  of  the  future,  may  be  mingled 
within  the  gates  of  the  heavenly  city."  '*  As  we  with  the  cup  of  fbture  wo,  it  becomes  net  us  par- 
have  borne  the  image  of  the  earthly,  (says  the  ticularly  to  determine.  And,  whether  thb  scene 
Apostle,)  so  shall  we  bear  the  image  of  the  hea-  of  misery  will  ever  come  to  a  termination,  muH 
venly."  **  Christ  Jesus  gave  himself  for  the  be  determined  by  the  consideration,  i^hetber  the 
church,  that  he  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it,  and  effects  produced  by  such  a  punishment  wiB  have 
that  he  might  present  it  to  himself  a  glorious  a  tendency  to  produce  repentance  and  reforma- 
church,  holy,  and  without  blemish."  The  crown  tion  on  the  minds  of  the  suffersia.  If,  after  a 
of  ^lory,  reserved  in  heaven  for  the  faithful,  is  lapse  of  ages,  the  principles  of  hatrsd  to  God, 
designated  "a  crown  of  righteousness."    <*  The  and  to  surrounding  intelligences,  osniinoe  to 

•  The  Author  wlU  have  an  opportunltr  of  inns>  op*™^*  ^^  increasing  ▼ioisnce,  without  pro- 

iratUu?  this  topic  in  more  minute  detail.  In  a  work  docing  the  least  desire  of  retummg  to  their  al- 

Sternal  WorW,-«nd  of  the  Aids  which  Itsdiscove-  tion,— then,  we  may  conclude,  that  the  mnory 

lies  afford,  for  enabling  us  to  form  a  conception  of  of  wicked  intelligences  will  eomisus  so  leag  ts 

Jm  perpttual  improvement  of  the  cskistisl  Inhabit  .u^         .  .^  .        i^.,^^^ 

tuts  Inuoa^sdfs and feUcltv.**  way  remain  la  ozisieBos. 
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